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~m . S&~EL o. LE!DESDORF: Ladies and gentlemen, may I have your 

attention for a fe~-1 mon1ents'? I h£-ve just been informed by the Vice 

President some urgent business has arisen and that he has to leave for 

\iashington very shortly, ar~ the~efore cannot toke dinner with us, w~ch 

to our regret . Eut I kncA before he goes he would like to say a few words 

to you and express to ycu his thoughts abou.,. the American Jetdah Co:nmittee . 

I could stand here and tell you for the ne~t hnlf hour of the many 

accomplishments of our Vice President , who'a devoted his whole life to 

public service , making America a better place for all of us to live in; 

but I knua you don't ,.;Gmt to he<lr from me because you can hear from me 

eny time . So, therefore, I have the great .rivileze and the honor to in-

traduce to you the Vice President of the United States . (Applause) 

THE HO~OMBLE EU3E:'T H. h"U:".t.PIDill"l: Hy thanks to you , Mr . Leides-

dorf, for your gracio~s introduction and I wont to thank you for introducing 

me to all of your young friends here that we've been having our picture 

taken t..rith-·Judge Pros.ul';.tcr:-, my you:tg friend Charlie Silver over here, 

Mr . Kaplan, Jacob Blaustein--Ear.y othcro thot 1. ought to mention . 

I'm just simply delighted to have the opportunity to once again 

liith the members of the L'.oerican Jewish Committe- , dear friends, friends 

that have heard me all too of:ten to even want to contemplate the thought 

of hearing me as.dn . But ;.; •• en the invitation t-Tas extended by Morris 

Abram1 to come here to join Hith you, Morris is so persuasive that I 

didn't even wait a moment••! just said yes , and then he was stuck with me . 

I'm sura that he thought th.at ~>'as just a ccu.rtesy to the Office of the 

Vice Presidency, but he fou~d out that I eccepted , whatever may have been 
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his personal wishes . 

I believe it w~s two years ago, was it not, that we we~e together? 

And on many other occasions and in many othe~ cities we have been together . 

I knm-1, of course, of the ~fonderful t-1ork of the American Jewish C<m:mittee, 

particularly your work these past si~ty ye~rs in the field of human rela~ 

tions, wnich is the field that's been closes t to my heart privately and 

publicly and uhich, of cou:-se, is the r.:oat ir.~?ortant ende.2vor of all of 

manlcind . The ability and the capacity of h;J:;:~an beinge to li~·e together 

and WOrk together is , Of course 0 the Vf!ry CO<;ence of civil i:!:ation, and 

w~en an organization dedicntes it~ resou~ccs and its manpcwer, its in

telligence and its capacity to findin3 the causes of hatred and fear and 

bigotry, as was the case in your studies in prejudice , then you perform 

a service for e'"Jeryhody, for ~11 ha"J.unity, w. crever human beings may in

habit this earth . 

And I ~-1ant to take this opportunity as Vice President to thank 

you for leading the ~-1ay; for being tjilling to pioneer '\-Jhen othere were 

not even looking beyond the horizon; for being willing to teach ~nd to 

educate when others t-1ere still entt"apped by their own timidity and their 

etm bigotry . You hsve led the ~-1:1.7 . And of ccurse I knCY..r that, in the 

recent Ecumenical Council, the great work o~ the American Jewish C~ittee 

and I can look around this room and see many that contributed personally 

to this, t he work of the declaration of the Council on the J~Jish people . 

It was a remarkable achievement and one, msy I oay , that all of us heralded 

and one that I think otrenctheno the bonds of friendship betwe~n peoples 

of all faiths, of all groups, and of all origins . 

Loo dng throuzh this room I heg itn::e to even mention another name, 

because there are some here thnt h&ve bc~n vary close to me thoushout all 

roy public life . There are pers~ns hare who have made it possible for me 
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to be in public lHe, and I would be here if for no other reason than to 

pay my respects and thanks to them . I suppose like most people t-rho have, 

in a sense, been a sponsor, you somctices just wonder what yo1..1 1ve sponsored! 

But you have to be tolerant and forgiving and understanding~ because that 

is the ~1hole purpose of the Am2rican Je,;ish CO!r.T:littee! (Laughter) That 1 s 

one of the reQsons that I ca~e to yo~ early in my public career, and I 

thinlc it 1 s also one of the reasons t hat you embraced me: you thought that 

if you could do that ~ yo~ cculd maybe even accomplish greater things than 

th~t . It was sort of a trial r~n . 

I must return to V.a:;;hingtc::t tonight . Ae you kncm, these are very 

difficult days for our country a~d we've been having a n~~ber of meetingG 

relating to your welfare and to our welfare as individuals and as a nation, 

and 1 l-ike to be present for those occasioas . I should have returned a 

little earlier this afternoon~ but I had once assured you that I would be 

present at the dinner, end since I kne"1 that I couldn at do that, the least 

that I could do t11as to be present, may ! Gily, for this reception . 

f~Y I encourcge ycu ·in the endeavors which you now have underuay . 

Hay 1 remind you that the worl; in the field of lr..m~an relatiorts and batteo:-

relationships bet\:een nations nnd peoples is not cc~pleted . ~.Jc've only 

made the beginnings. There a~e 5till theoe festering sores of intolerance 

and hatred in many areas of the t-.rorld, and it'll those festering sores uhich 

ultimately , if not treated, consume the patient and literally deotroy 

everythicg that we hope to maintain . 

I know you went to so to your dinner . I leave you with a note of 

thar.ks from the President at-:.d myself for th~ tremendous constructive ser-

vice to this country the t is manifested by the personalities in this room . 

You all kno-w ~1hat you've done for us . N'll>!Y of you have given so much , 

in pe~ce and in ~1ar . He 're going to need you even more in the troubled 
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and tr;ing days ahe~d. 

There's a nbte of gocd neviS . Your country is stronger th~n !t 'a 

ever been , I thirut it can be said without ~ny doubt ~icher than it's 

ever been, and I thin.lt it's more ju:.;t thP.n it's ever been . t.e 've made 

genuine progress in the fields t~1at truly CC' ... mt . t~ot only in our bcnk 

accounts, not only in our balance of pa~enta, not only in our stock 

market, but T.ve 've m~de prozi:eso in terms of a better life fo~ more and 

~ore people . And this nction represents to, I thi~lt, all humanity the 

s~bol of hope, that th~re can be a better day . And when you feel a 

little bit burdened because of the mcny duties that we've ass~cd, and 

the many sacrifices that are placed upca us, just remember this: that 

no catter how much we give, no metter hC\v many sacrifices we may think 

we make, that it can be said unequivocally tho.t the Am.arican people have 

a standard of living that ia unsurpassed, and that precept and exa~ple is 

the most puNerful force in the world . 

Ue have something to offer the llorld . He have the example of hat-1 

to work together as people of many races and creeds, and we have the pre-

cept and e::;:ample of noiT to build a prospercuo ar.d a juat society in uhich 

more and more people can sblrc . 'i'he day of the so-called common oo.n is 

fast disappearing, becauGe I don't think there are very many co~on men . 

They're very uncommon in our ccuntry, in the sense that everybody is first 

class . That's the way you want it and that's the way I want it . 

May I commend the Past Precidents that you're going to honor tonight. 

I knuw that there are four or five of thcrn--1 was checking around here . 

Isn't Si Lewts one of y~~r past , residents? No7 Well , he sh~Jld have 

been . (Laughter) You a[;::-ee with that . I k:nC-;J p I've got a list of them 

he:re-oi kno;.r my friend Jacob Bl~ustcin is, and I'm glad to sec him loo~dng 
1'\ 
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him . t.nd Herbert ·&;;.rh~is surely one of the distinguished past presi-

der!.tS . And my friend Irving Engel . :By the t·:ay , some of you have been 

with me so much todc.y it soun.ds like i·;a 'rc members of the s~.mc fc.."ilily . 

And as I said p Judge Prookauer, t:rhom t-7e 1vc just been visiting with , is 

::;:.t•·ely one of the honored past presidents . lie ' s the younger fello:1, 

becauee ~,;hen I ca.'l1e in Nr . Leidecdori: ~ S.::.rn Leidesdorf was eaying, 11\icll , 

I'm 84 years ol!.-11--hc told ne just like th·:!t , and the good Judge said, 

"Not!, young man P you juct keep quiet . " He wa:m' t taUt_ng to me P he •1as 

talking to Sa::n! I -v:ant you to knew what a joy it is to see this kind of 

youth, this kind of spirit. I only hope that u>en I 'rn 64, the Lord wilG 

ling, or 68, that I can have the spirit that you have , my dear frie~d and 

Judge, the spirit that you have . !f I ca1 do that , I'll feel as lucty as 

Charlie Silver . 

Thnnk you very much . (Applau~c) 

~m . LZIDESDC:?,i? : Lr . Vice l?residm-.t , I want to thank you for being 

with us . My only regret is that you can't take dinner "dth us tonir;ht, 

but I realize that it 1 3 been a G<lcr:l.f ice on ycr.:,r part to even 'C with u.s 

for this ohort time . You 've done a wonderful job for the country . If 

~here ware a lot more m~n like you in the country , it would be a better 

place to live in . H.::.y th2 cood Lord blccs you and keep you . 

VICE P ... ESIDEN"' z:mrPiffiZY: 'i'ha::1k you very • very much . (Applause) 
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