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About seven years ago, I had a conversation with 

a man whom all of us remember vividly. 

I am speaking, of course, of Nikita Khrushchev. 

I had quite a talk with him -- eight hours of it, 

in fact. 

-< He declared then that our two systems should not 

compete on the field of battle. Rather, he challenged us 

to what he called "peaceful competition .. -- to show which 

system could yield more rapid progress and higher living 

standards to its people. 
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/.Our system, he told me, was worn ott and played 

out. It was communism, he said, which was new, young, 

vital, and brimming with energy. 

L·ch~ Khzs~c~v," 1 replied, "we haven't 

even begun to com pete yet. When we do, we 'II com pete 

you right out of Gorki Park. 11 

I don•t think he believed me for one instant. 

But I had my reasons for confidence -- and primary 

among them was the competitive vigor and tremendous 

initiative of our American businessmen ••• of American 

labor • • • of our American farmers. 11 was confident that, if government did its part, our 

economy could really move ahead" As I used to say in 

those days: "Let's take modern economic policy out of 

the doghouse and put it in the White House.~.:_. 



- 3 -
has 

That is just wha~happened. 

/., As we meet here tonight, we are enjoying our 59th 

month of continuous economic growth. Profits are up ••. 
0 ..,; 

wages are up ••• farm income is up ••• savings are -- -= - - ~~ 
up ••• the stock market is high • • • unemployment 
~ 

is down to its lowest point in nine years ••• more 

poo pie are working than ever in history ••• and our 

balance of payments defic.it is sharply reducede _.. , _. 

))'We recognize that the great corporations represented 

in this room -- and the men who lead them -- have ;..:....~ 
provide~adership to bring these things about. 

~ government has played a vital part in creating 

and maintaining the kind of economic climate in which 
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/., But the primary credit belongs to the private sector -

for ours ~i~ a ~ee_ econom~ dr~ng its vigor from personal 

initiative and private enterprise. 

j Economic growth has brought us prosperity and SO?. 
w;_ltb~ng unknown ;n the previo:S history of t~e worlde ~ 

) But economic growth alone cannot be expected to solve 
- * .. • 

all our problems -- even all our economic problems..tl 

Foremost among these remaining problems is the -
necessity for making all of our people more productive ... 

= 
for including !!1. of our people in our economic growth 

... for finding new ways to release the unlimited creative -· 
and productive potential of~ the American people. - -

WLAtl11~·-~WI 
.i 
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This, of course, has been the concern of your 

companies for years -- and especially since you formed .. 
the Plans for Progress program. - .. 

For more than four ears we have been fighting 

discrimination in employment through Plans t>r Progress. 

An~ we have come a lon -, ~ay toward winning that fight. 
~ 

But despite ?ur ~uccess, we must fac~ hard facts: 

he unemployment rate for our Negro citizens 
:: . ~ 

continues to be approximately twice that for white citizens; 

J, --Although the occupat;:al status of the Negro has 

improved over the country in the past 30 years, in most 
~ 

states he sti II has the same occupational distribution 

relative to whites that he had in 1940 and 1950; 

L -- In a large majority of states there has been, since 

World War II , a widening of the ga 

of whites and Negroes; 
~~ 
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If the proportion of Negro men qualified as 

professional and technical workers were to continue to 

increase at the 1940-1960 rate, it would take until the year 

2490 for them to achieve proportional representation in 

.. the;e job categories. Z know that, since L960, this 
--~ ---= 
situation has improved -- but nevertheless it gives you 

some idea of the scope ~~as~ 7 tlJ , 

We have, I hope, learned that adopting nondiscriminatory 
- I' 

hiring and promotion policies is only the first step. 

? we must also undertake a variety of positive actions 

to reduce the employment gap which separates the average 

Negro worker from his fellow citizens. 

~· This is a challenge which.,j'l,ans for Prog!ss has 

already begun to meet. I emphasize the word begun. 
~ 
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/.. Your encouragement of local Plans for Progress councils 

... your seminars on federal job training programs ... 
.X em 1 17 a-say )" r t . ., 

our task force for motivating Negro young people -- these 
• n 1 -a zt r 2 50 -· · • * .. 

are only first ste s. __ . ....._~.., ....... ..,__ 

/. I was told 
Ll I 

of one _Plans for Progress 

company that needs 10, 000 wor~ers.. And they can't be 

found. This company has scoured its city and region and 

still can't find enough trainable people. 

( And this company does not shirk in conducting training 
) - --- . .... -

programs. It a I ready devotes more floor space to training 

and education than any university in its state -- and it 

is not a backward state. 

I'm sure that this experience -- of needing people - . -..... 
and not being able to find them -- is a common one in , / 

this audience .. ~1~~ rt~· 
~What can Plans for Progress companies do right now? 



wJJ) -s-
-- You can make training and employment opportunity I 

available to graduates of the Job Cor; a~ Neighborhood 

Youth Corps. These young men and women have received 

basic academic and job training • • • they have recaptured 
--==' ~.- !"'.. !0""' 

a sense of initiative and motivation • • • and they want 

to show what they can do_, 

..(_sargent Shriver ~~retary of Labor Willard Wirtz 

have established special offices to assist in the placement 

ss 

~I -- You can provide summer jobs as part of President 
..... ~ 

Johnson•s Youth Opportunity Campaign. Frequently the 
~e.£ ... / 

promise of a summer job will keep a potential dropout in 
~~.:0:* --z"~ 

school -- and help get him back to school in the fallo 

Part-time jobs during the school year help meet the same 

need. 

' 
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-- You can work closely with federal and state 
.... ~ 

government to use the many job training and work 

ex~rience programs now underwa~.~ou need to know 

more about these programs. And we in government need 

to establish better communication with you. 

< The Plans for Progress seminars on federally-s onsored 

job training programs -- now scheduled for many of our 
paa? , ------

major cities -- wi II help do this. 

T-vou can work actively in your communities to 

stimulate others to help in Plans for Progress. And you 

can mobilize support for other programs pursuing the 

same objectives. 

,/ Starting with Proje~Head Star; and continuing 

through specialized training at the college lev:) we have 

the cor orate and individual responsibility to support tans 

and programs designed to combat deprivation and functional 
._,.. - 7 ;:!!w==-

illiteracy • ... 
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We also have the duty to support local and national -
efforts to provide better housing ••• more adequate 

• e!M..:.4.... • 

health programs • • • and broader participation of all 

our people in the economic and political processes of our 

nation. 

To achieve these goals, we are going to have to work 

harder. A, We are going to have to work in more areas. And -
we are going to have to draw more peo le into our efforts. - -

L In his State of the Union Message on January 12, 

President Johnson said that the Great Society leads us 

along three roads -- growth, justice and liberation. _...-. 

/ 
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Concerning the path of liberation, he said: 

11 
• • • In the midst of abundance modern man walks 

- yl 

oppressed by forces which menace and confine the cp.Jiity 
~ ~ ~ . 

of his life, and which individual abundance alone will __ ....,_ 

not overcome. 

11We can subdue and we can m~ these forcE)

bring increased meaning to our live;, if a II of us -

government and citizens -- are bold enough to change 

old ways, daring enough to assault new dangers, and 

if the dream is dear enough to call forth the limitless - - -
capacites of this great people.'' 

J,-,his is the clear challenge we must meet. 

And, in meeting it, we will erase in this world 

any doubt there may be about the ability of free men to 

build for themselves a better and more just society. 
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For, as I told Chairman Khrushchev seven years 

ago -- the real revolution in the world is not a Marxist 

revolution. It is man•s revolution against oppression and --
coercion, and toward human di nity and self-determil}a_tion. 
~ . ~ - . ~ . 

This is the revolution we must lead. 

L If we continue our work -- if we remain true to 

what we believe in -- we can, in this country, achieve 

what we seek: one nation, under God, indivisible, with 

liberty and justice for all. 

# # # # # 
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