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"We are in South Vietnam to repel and pre
vent the success of aggression against the gov
ernment and the people of that country." 



• 

"Your generation will have a large part to play in determin- · 
ing whether man destroys himself or whether he moves for
ward into a new age of peace and understanding." 

The Vice President with a 
group of visiting high school 

students on an earlier occasion 

I am sorry that I am not able to be with you in person 
today. The business of govermrient keeps me in Washington. 
But I am happy at least to have the chance to visit with you 
by telephone. 

I have spent much of my time in public life in the company 
of the press. But never have I been exposed to so many jour
nalists at one time. 

If it were possible, I would prefer to convert this telephone 
message into a press. conference, and respond to your ques
tions. 

I know that they would be probing and pointed. And I know 
that most of them would focus on Vietnam. 

I would like to address myself briefly to some of the ques
tions I am sure you would ask. 

OUR PURPOSES IN VIE TN AM 

I am sure you would begin by asking: Why are we in Viet
nam? 

We are in South Vietnam to repel and prevent the suc
cess of aggression against the government and the people of 
that country. 

We are there to help assure the South Vietnamese people 
the basic right to decide their own futures, freely and without 
intimidation . 



We are there to help those people achieve a better standard 
of living for themselves and their children. 

We are there to help establish the principle that--in this 
nuclea\ age--aggression cannot be an acceptable means either 
of settling international disputes or of realizing national ob
jectives. If aggression is permitted to go unchecked, we can
not in good faith hold out much hope for the future of small 
nations or of world peace. 

This is why we are in Vietnam. 
We are not there to build an empire . . . to exercise dom

ination over that part of the world ... to establish military 
bases. We are not there to impose a government or way of 
life on other peoples. 

BUILDING A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

The Government of South Vietnam faces a massive task 
in building a democratic society while meeting determined 
force and terror. 

For many centuries, the Vietnamese people lived under 
mandarin rule. Then came two generations of colonial domina
tion, followed by 25 years of almost constant warfare. This is 
stony soil for democracy to grow in. 

Moreover, illiteracy has been high, corruption all too com
mon and public spirit all too rare, and the number of well
trained educated people all too small. 

THE WAR AGAINST MISERY 

The peasants of Vietnam-and, indeed, of all Asia-are 
rebelling against the kind of life they have led for ages. They 
want security. But they also want dignity and self-respect, 
justice and the hope of something better in the future. 

The Communists-in their drive for power-seek to use and 
subvert the hopes of these people. If they succeed, we could 
win many battles and yet lose the war. 

That is why the Vietnamese government, with our support, 
is pressing the "other war" with vigor-the war against 
poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance. This is the theme 
of the "Declaration of Honolulu"-and I believe that the 

"We are there to help those people achieve a better 
standard of living for themselves and their children." 

At the village of Phu Tho Hao, 
outside Saigon, February 11, 1966 



Honolulu Declaration could be a milestone in the history of 

our policy in Asia. 
The Government of South Vietnam is beginning in earnest 

the struggle to win and hold the allegiance of the people who 

live in rural South Vietnam, in more than 2600 villages and 

approximately 11,000 hamlets. 
Efforts are being made to give South Vietnam firm social 

and economic footing-and a sound democratic political sys

tem as well. 
An Advisory Council for the Building of Democracy (in

cluding representatives of all the nationalist political tenden
cies) will be appointed. It will draft a constitution, an 

election law, and regulations concerning political parties and 
the press. It will hold broad-scale consultations in formulating 

these documents and regulations. 
Premier Ky has publicly committed himself to steps lead

ing to free elections before the end of next year. As I left 
Saigon, a few days ago, Premier Ky told me: "We have begun 

12 years too late. But it is not too late." 

YOUTH IN THE PEOPLE'S SERVICE 

Are these mere words, or will they be backed up by genuine 
commitment and participation by the people in translating 

them into deeds? 
I think the most encouraging answer to that question is 

being given by the students of South Vietnam. They are young 

men and women who, for the most part, come from the more 
comfortable and privileged groups in the country, based 

largely in the cities. 
Last summer some 5000 young people voluntarily enrolled 

in the Summer Youth Program. They went out to all por
tions of the country which are not under Communist control. 

They rolled up their sleeves and set to work with purpose 
and dedication. They helped erect schools, dug wells, built 

homes for the refugees, and carried out many other useful 
projects. 

That program was scheduled for the two months of the 
school vacation. But it has been widely continued since. 

When I was in South Vietnam, I visited a demonstration 
project staffed by teenagers in the Eight District of Saigon-

a badly rundown slum, the worst in the city. Under the leader
ship of the students, a group of refugees there had converted 

an abandoned and water-filled graveyard into an attractive, 
orderly neighborhood of new homes. A community center and 

a school were being built, and local officials had been elected. 
Some thirty Vietnamese teachers of English have launched 

what they call a "New School' movement. They are seeking to 

stimulate a richer and more democratic extra-curricular life 
for high school students. They are helping them to develop 

student government, debating societies, sports, clubs, and
this will please you, I'm sure-student newspapers. 

A number of youth organizations-Catholic, Buddhist, and 
others-are undertaking work and training projects through

out South Vietnam. Some are being assisted by the govern
ment, some are working with the fine group of men and women 

in Vietnam for the International Voluntary Service, and others 
are acting on their own initiative. 

Young people like these offer the best hope for the future 

of a free Vietnam. Indeed, one of the tests of whether its 
government is making progress towards its goals in the 

social revolution will be the degree to which it can attract 
and hold their allegiance and support. 

Let me add a few words directed to you young people 
listening today. 

THE NEED TO KNOW MORE OF ASIA 

We know much too little about Asia, and we need to know 
much more. 

I hope that many of you will take the opportunity in col
lege to learn more about Asia. For those of you who will con
tinue as journalists, this knowledge will be essential. It will 

be important also to those of you who elect other walks of 

life-perhaps in your work, certainly as responsible citizens. 
Some of you may devote your careers to Asia-as diplomats 
as businessmen, or as scholars. ' 

We need to do our level best to stimulate wider American 
interest in Asia-including Communist China. I am delighted 

that President Johnson has opened the way for our scholars 
to travel there. The Chinese leaders speak harshly of us but 
as President Johnson has said : ' 



"We can live with anger in words as long as it is matched 
by caution in deed." 

THE AMERICAN AND CHINESE PEOPLES 

I am convinced that-despite the shrill anti-American 
propaganda which is carried on by the Chinese Communists 
-there is still much friendship there for us among the 
Chinese people from our many previous years of fruitful and 
constructive work together. 

We must be firm in resisting the expansionist designs of 
the present rulers of China. But we must take every oppor
tunity to show our friendship for the Chinese people. We re
spect and value their learning, their skills, their arts, and 
their many contributions to civilization. 

With the other peoples of Asia, I anticipate steadily grow
ing friendship and cooperation. They are already an import
ant part of the world of my generation. They are certain to be 
an even more significant part of yours. 

MANKIND'S OPPORTUNITY 

Finally, may I say this: The next few years of human his
tory will be dangerous ones. But they will also be years of 
opportunity. 

For never has mankind possessed uch power for good and 
for making the world safer and happier for hundred of mil
lions of people who have never had their share of anything 
but hunger, ignorance and misery. 

Your generation will have a large part to play in determin
ing whether man destroys him elf or whether he moves for
ward into a new age of peace and understanding. 

The future is in your hands. I hope you will make t.he 
most of it. 





TELEPHONE REMARKS 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

person today. The business of government keeps me in 

Washington. But I am happy to at least have the chance -
to visit with you by telephone. 

I have spent much of my time in public life in 

the company of the press. But never have I been 

exposed to so many journalists at one time. 

If it were possible, I would prefer to convert this 

telephone message into a press conference, and respond 

to your questions. 
""' 

~ I know that they would be probing and pointed. And 

know that most of them would focus on Vietnam . 
... --..... 
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I would like to address myself briefly to some of 

the questions I am sure you would ask. 

I am sure you would regin by asking: Why are 

we in Vietnam? 

We are in South Vietnam to repel and prevent the 
•"-.•.•'"'\ 

succe~s qt_ aggr.~ssion against the government and the 

people of that country 

We are there to help assure the South Vietnamese 

people the basic right to decide their own futures, freely 

and without intimidation. 

~- We are there to help those people achieve a better 

standard of living for themselves and their children. 

~ WJ.. 

~~ . ' 
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We are there to help establish the principle that 

-- in this nuclear age -- aggression cannot be an acceptable 

If aggression is permitted to go 

unchecked, we cannot in good faith hold out much hope 

for the futu·l~ations or of w ld peace. 

W.ta,u~T -~ h r'~vL· _.. 
"KTTits ts w y we are- in'VTetnam. 

A We are ~ there to buil~ ~n- ':_lll_Pire ._ .. to 

exercise domina!ion over ~~d.·~· 

to establish military bases.,i We are not there t mpose 

. a gove~n."lent o~:V~Iife on oth r peoples_d'V'ItJ~ 
Mt!li'+NN~ w ' .. 
~he Government of Sou~h .Vl . -.. -am faces a massive task 

in building a democratic society while meeting determined~ 

f orce and terror. 

J., For many centuries, the Vietnamese people lived under 
if;,..,x:: -

Mandarin rule. Then came two generations of colonial 

domination, followed by 25 years of almost constant warfare. 



,.J~ -
~ This is st':ny s~il for democracy to grow in, 

".Moreover, illiteracy has been hig~ corruption all 

too common and public spirit all too rare, and the number 

~ -111"1/Ytt ~ ,. ~~~ 
The peasants of Vietnam -- and, indeed, of all T--~ · 

. 

Asia -- are rebelling against the kind of life they have 
.... 

led for ages past.i.:!_hey want security. But they also 

want dignity and self-respec} ~tice and the~e of 

something better in the tutu re. 

~ The Communists -- in their drive for power -- seek 

to use and subvert the hopes of these people. If they -- .._ _,...... 

succeed, we could win many battles and yet lose the war. 

/.... That is why the Vietnamese governmen) with our 

su pporl is pressing the "other war" with vigor -- the 

war againstyov,!!:.ty, ~~~9;r. d~a!e anQ _igno@~ce) This 

is the theme of the "Declaration of Honolulu" -- and I 

believe that the Honolulu Declaration could be a milestone 
~?'"" 

in the history of our policy in Asia. 
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/... The Government of South Vietnam is••iiiAI in 

earnest the struggle to win and hold the allegiance of 
. ...... 

the people who live in r~al So~.~-· yietnarl} in more 

than 2600 villages and approximately ll, 000 hamlets. - ., J, Efforts are being made to give South Vietnam firm 

social and economic footing -- and a sound democratic 
' 

political system as well~ . 

"'.An Advisory Council for the Building of Democracy 

(including representatives of a~ the nationa~tical 
11~~'!; ~ tendencies) has been appointedA It is drafting q constitution, 

an election law, and regulations concerning political parties 

and the press. It will hold broad-scale consultations in 

formulating these documents and regulations. 

/... Premier has publicly committed himself to steps 

leading to free elections before the end of next year ~s 
1 left Saigon, a few days ago, Premier Ky told me: "We 

have begun 12 years late. But it is not too late. 11 - :::;.. 
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~Are these mere word1 or will they be backed up by 

genuine commitment and participation by the people in 

translating them into deeds? 

0thin~;~- ;o~; ;;;ouraging answer to that question 

is being given by the students of South Vietnam TMoy 11 e -o:::n ==--._--rzw;-# .. --· -- - ==-
II!JBW r the most par~ c me from 

the more comfortable and privileged groups in the country, 

based largely in the cities., 
,~ /!J": Last summer some ~ooo,.xoung ffioele voluntarily 

enr~lled in the Summer Youth Program.A,hey went out 

to of th~ -~~uni~~ ~li1c ~ not under Communist 

cont!!JI, I They rolled up t~~,U: •. _sle_e_¥2s and set to work with - ~ 
~~pose ~~d ?e~icat;::.n,l They helped ere~t sc~ools, dug 

wells, built homes f.QL the refugees, and carried out many -....... 7 == . r- = · -=~-=~ 

other useful projects. 
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L, That program was scheduled for the_.!Wo mo~t~! of 
....... 

project staffed by teenagers in the Eighth District of Saigon 
... - -· > • 

-- a badly rundown slun, the worst in the city. Under 
ftW>rtiX '" .... 

the leadership of the students, a group of refugees there 

had converted an abandoned and water-filled graveyard into 

an attractive, orderly neighborhood of new homes1 
A 

community center and a school were being built, and local 

officials had been e ected~ 1-/JJ...M.J#~cJ.M:.Jt 
~~ ~-~ . 
~Some th~,!t _Y!-~am,~Jc~= teacheE n.QUQglish have 

launched what they call a 11 new school11 movement. They 

are seeking to stimulate a richer and more democratic extra

curricular life for high school studentsl.!..hey are helping 

develop stude_n!_ overnment, debatin~ soci~ties, 

sports clubs, and -- this will please you, t•m sure -

student newspapers. / 
•' --. - - ' 
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J... A number of youth organizations -- Catholic, B~hi~t. 
and others -- are undertaking work and training projects -=~- • err rr ., w 'DOC'? n GJ?me- aw=v• 

thr~ugho~t ~~~t-~ ,y~~namL Some are being assisted 

by the government, some are working with t~e group 
w..~M-'- -

of m~~--~-~d women in .. YL~am ~ the I n!e~n~tional 

Voluntary Service, and others are acting on their own 

~ative~ ~~~{J~~~ 
~ Young people like these offer the best ho for the 

future of a_ free_ Vietnam• I ndee~. one of the tests of 

whether its government is making progress towards its -- . s ... 

goals in the social revolution will be the degree to which ---- ~ 

the government can attract and hold their allegiance and 

support. 

l Let me add a few words directed to you 

young people listening today"" 
tz rem cz . ? F T -.- ·: 
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) We know much too little. about ~si' and we need . 
to know ~~c~ . ..'!!.ore0 _ ;.~=·:•~il'rt~ 
j , I hope that many of you will take the opportunity in 

college to learn more a~ut A~Ja.)For those of you who 

will continue as journalists, this knowledge will be essential. 

It will be important also to those of you who elect other 

walks of life -- perhaps in your work, certainly as responsible 

citizens. Some of you may devote your careers to Asia --

as diplomats, as businessmen, or as scholars. 

" We need to do our level best to stimulate wider American 
interest in Asia -- including Communist China. I am 1r s n , r rn 'YN1 ~· ...._ ....................... ~~...-....;r,.."""""'""~-

delighted that President Johnson has opened the way for 

our scholars to travel there. The Chinese leaders speak 

harshly of us but, as President Johnson has said: 

"We can live with anger in words as long as it is 

matched by caution in deed." 
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I am con vi need that -- despite the shri II anti-Arrerican 

propaganda which is carried on by the Chinese Communists -

there is still much friendship there for us among the 

Chinese people from our many previous years of fruitful 

and constructive work together. 

We must be firm in resisting the expansionist designs 

of the present rulers of China. But we must take every 

opportunity to show our friendship for the Chinese people. 

We respect and value their learning, their skills, their 

arts, and their many contributions to civilization. 

With the other peoples of Asia, I anticipate steadily 

growing friendship and cooperation. They are already 

an important part of the world of my generation. They 

are certain to be an even more significant part of yours. 
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Finally, may I say this: The next few years of 

human history will be dangerous ones. But they will also 

be years of opportunity. 

For never has mankind ever possessed such power 

for good and for making the world safer and happier for 

hundreds of millions of people who have never had their 

share of anything but hunger, ignorance and misery. 

Your generation will have a large part to play in 

determining whether man destroys himself or whether he 

moves forward into a new age of peace and understanding. 

The future is in your hands. I hope you will make 

the most of it. 

# # # # # # # 
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Voll<>wing ia a trazuJcription from tape o£ a telephon!c talk given 
by Vic Pro:sident Hubert H .. HumphX"ey to the Columbia Seholaatle 
Preas Association., aaaemb1ed for a luncheon meeting at the Americana 
Hotel. New Yorkt New York, at 12:15 p.m., Saturday. March lZ, 1966. 

l &m aure that you realm how very lo1'ry I tan not to be able to 

be with you in peraon touay; but the buaineaa of . government doe• keep 

~in W aftingtol\, arullahaU confide 1n you and tell you why. We have 

the governors ol nearly aU our •tatea here in Waahington today. meeting 

with the Pre1ident, the Sec:retary o! State, the Secretary of De!enae. 

ether oflicor.a of government, and the Vice Pre ldent. Theee governor• 

have come ber _ to dilelUI J'llatters relating to our economy, to our inter-

national relations, to the .tru.sgle in Southeast Asia and a number of other 

~ttera of sreat importance. 

1 bad to make a 4tfficult choice. 1 had to ehoo.e between a ver 1 

thouaand youns people. whom 1 would love to be th,. and these d:ittinguiahed 

atand tlat a Vice President' ·• fir« obligation ia to hu dutlea here in 

Waabingt:on. 

I must tell you~ however. that I may be •paring myself a little 

be went out to epeak to • high aehool or college •udte:nce and "Was eon-

fronted with the brilliaace of the minds of theae young people and the 

aharpness of their questtaae, he u•ed to thillk: uWhy did I leave Washington? 
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It's so much more calm and eaay back heref" So that may be one of the 

reasons why a man in my position ought to exerciae good judgment and 

:t"emain on th• job. 

11ve spent a good deal of my public life in the pres-ence of the preas. 

But I've never been exposed to to many journaliats at one tim6 aa I am 

through this t lephone Une. U it were possible, of course, 1 would prefer 

to eonvert thb telephone me1aage into a press conference. 

I know that any question that would come from you would be probing; 

it would be very sincere, and straight to the point. I know that a large 

number of the question• would focus on your deep concern with our foreign 

policy • our national security, and particularly with Vietnam. So today, 

if you will permit me, I'd like to direct my remarks to some of the questions 

that I'm eure you would ask; because I get these questions wherever I go. 

11m sure that you would begin by asking a very necessary and very 

ppoper question: ''Why are we in Vietnam?" You deaerv'e a plai:n and 

candid answer. 

We are in South Vietnam. to repel and prevent the aucce•• of aggression 

again•t the government and the people of that country. That aggrtU8,1on b 

an atabliehed fad, a fac:t that ie not denied in any of the chancelleries 

of Europe, Latin America, Africa. or moat ot A•ia. 
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I r ecall my visit with Mr. Koaygin, not eo long ago~ in New Delhi 

.. _ Mr. Koaygin, the Chairman of the Council o! Minietert of the Soviet 

Union. 1 asked if he could help us in a-ecuring negotiations to flnd a wa.y 

to peace. His answer to me was, "You must take that matter up with 

Hanoi" .... that ia, with North Vietnam. 

1 take this ae categorleal evidence that the obstacle to peace il 

in Hanoi. 

We are in South Vietnam to prevent the aucceetJ of aggression: and 

we're there, too, because of commitments-· United Stat&e commitments, 

made by teeaty and by resolutions and action• of your Congreaa. 

We're there to help assure the South Vietnamese people the basic 

right to decide their own future, freely and without intimidation. 

We are there to aaau.re the people of South Vietnam the precious rights 

that we exercise here: the right of dlaaent, the right to be different. the 
1 

right of freedom of choice. Thit ie one of the reason• why/a• Vice Preai· 

dent have never complained About those who may diaag:ree. I believe in 

the aacred right of diaaent ·- but 1 also b$1ieve in the right of a.dvocaey, 

and I exereiee it. 

We're there to help the people in Vietnam achieve a better etandard 

of living for themlelves and their children -- ye•, and their children's 

children. 
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We1 r e the r e to help establish the principle that -- in this nuclear 

age, a very dangerous age .... aggression cannot be an acceptable :means 

of settling international disputes, of realizing national political objectiveiJt 

or of achieving p..oHtic.al power. U aggression is permitted to go unchecked, 

we cannot in good faith hold cut much hope for the future o! ema.ll nations 

or of world peace.. In fact, today over 100 small nation• •ee their future 

being tested. Thes-e nations live in a world of giant,. If these giants 

are permitted to attack them. and to take over political power, there is 

no place for a small nation. 

We are, finally. in South Vi(atnam, for the high•st ol purpo•es and the 

noblest of cauaee; the pu:rpoae of peace. That hJ twhat we want. We yearn 

for ·it, we ask for it, we look for it, and we're prepared for it. 

We're not there to buti an empire. No:r are we there fo:r the purpo•e 

of conquest of any country or regbne. We're not there to exereise domi .. 

nation over that part of the world, or to establish military baees. We're 

not there to impose a government. or a way of lite, on other people. 

The gowrnrnent of South Vietnam. faces a tremendous ta.sk in building 

a democratic society in the face of terror and force. For :many centurle& 

the Vietna:mese people lived unt!er rule of a Mandarin elite. Then came 

two generations of F rench eolonial domination, followed by twenty .. five 

y ars of almost constant warfare. This is stony and barren soU for 

democracy to take root in or to grow in. 



Moreover. illite:facy has been high; eoeruption all too common; 

public spirit all too rare; and the number of well .. trained people aU too 

small. 

Yet, I cart tell you that there is a great potential fo:u the future in 

Vietnam. The land is deh and fertile; the people are induetl'ioua and able. 

The peaaants of Vietnam ..... and. indeed, of all of Aeia -• are 

rebelling against the ldnd of a life that they•ve led for the ages paat. They 

want eomething new and better. They want security~ They want dignity 

and self-respect. They want justice and hope for something better in the 

future. Tt1ey want to enjoy the be~fits o£ a modern society. 

The Communists,. in their dl'ive for power, know this.. They seek 

to use and subvert the hopes .of the peaaan_ts. This is not uncommon; it 

has happened before. And if they succeed. we oould win many battles and 

yet lose the entire struggle; because eas.entially thie is a polit!c.al battle 

that is being fought in South Vietnam. 

That' a why the Vietnam.ese government. wtth our active support, 

and the support of many others. is pr•ing this other war ... the war 

against social misery, against poverty, hunger. disease and ignorance .. 

It's to this war that we are making our basic commitment. This is the 

theme of th• Declaration of Honolulu that you've aead about. I happen to 

be one who believes that the Declaration of Honolulu could be a milestone 

in the history of our relation8hips with Asia. 1t i8 a new charter of hope 

for almost two billion people. 
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The government of South Vietnam il in earnest in itfJ determination 

to win thie struggle and to hold the allegiance of the people who live in 

rural South Vietnam, ln more than Z, 600 village• and approximately 

llf 000 hamlets. Rem.emb•r that over 80 per cent of the people in Vietnam 

Uve in rural areas. So it will be in the rural areas that the atru~)Jle will 

be won or lost. 

Efforts are being made to Jive South VietnAm firm social and economic 

root& and a sound democratic political system aa well. An Adviaory 

CouncU for the Building of Democracy, including represen.tativea of all 
and 

the nationa.Ust political tendencies,/religious groups, wUl be appointed. 

This Council will draft a new Conatitution, an election law, and regulationa 

concerning political partiea and the preaa. lt will hold broad·acale conaul• 

tations in the course of formulating these documents and regulation&. The 

propoefld Conlttitution will be voted upon in a national plebiscite by the 

people of SQUth Vietnam. 

Prime Minister Ky has publicly committed himself to atepa leading 

to free elections before the end of next year. 

Aa I left Saigon a few weeka ago, the Prime Minbter told m 

"Mr. Vice President, we have begun twelve years late; but it ie not too 

late." 
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Are theae mere words,. or will they be bac:ked up by genuine 

.conunitment and participation by the people in tran•lating them into 

deeds? 

I think the most encoul"aging anawer is beklg given by the etudente 

of South Vietn&mi and here's wher~ you come in. l wonder how many 

Americans really know what the atudenta of South Vietnam are doing. 

We hear when the students are rioting in the street•. We hear when there 

are demonstration&. We read about it in the preea. But now let me give 

you something to print in your column• about the constructive work of 

the studetite of Vietnam. 

For the most part, these students come !rom the more comfortable 

and privileged groups in the country, baaed largely in the cities. Yet 

last summer • over 5, 000 of these young people from the colleges and 

high achoola voluntarily enrolled in the Summer Youth Program for Vietnam. 

They went out into all part• o1 the country, lnto the village • .. ., into all 

the areaa not und$r Communllt control. These studaata rolled up their 

sleeves, and set out to work with pnpoae and de-dic~t.tlon. 

What did they do? Th_ey taught in schoob. Tfiey erected achoole. 

They dug wells. They erected public health eUnice. They built homea 

for the refugees and trained t 'he re·fugees. And they carried out many 

other u1eful. projects. This ia the good news from Vietnam. 
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That program was scheduled just for the surruner months.. during 

the school vacation; but you111 be inte;rested to know that it waS' 1o effective 

and succes•ful, and generated so much enthusiasm, that similar activities 

are being carried on the year around. 

When 1 was in South Vietnam I viaited a demonstration project staffed 

by these young people, most of them teenagera. While the project director 

waa 31 years of age, hit associates were between the agel of. 15 and ZO. 

This was in the 8th District of Saigon, a badly run•down slum• in fact, the 

worst in the eity. Under the leadership of these etudente, a group of 

MfUgees ... over ;5, 000 of them -• converted an abandoned and water• 

filled graveyard into an attractive, orderly neighborhood of new homes. 

A community cent&r and a new school were being buUt by the refugeee and 

the atudenta. Local officials Wad been elected •• a village council and a 

village leader. The same thing was under way in the neighboring diatrict., 

because example ... auceeaaf'Ul example •• is contagious. 

I'll give you another example. Some thirty Vietnamese teaeherJ of 

English in Saigon have launched what they call the New School Movement. 

They are se•king to stimulate a richer and more democratic extracurricular 

life for the high school students. They are helping to develhp student 

government, debating aocieties, aport clubs, and. mind you, they're e"en 

establishing student newspapers. I think our high school journalist• ought 
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to try to work Ol1t an excbang pzogram with the editors of .tudent newa

papel"• tn Vietnam. Let' • have theM y01mg people ... what we do. Let 

ua aee what they do. aee the obstacle and the dl.flleultt•• under wM eh 

t ey have to work, a.nd appreci&t the tue.cea1 of their endeavol'a de•pite 

all thie. 

There are a number of youth org&ntsatlona .... Catholic. ddhlet, 

and others •• wbieh are undertaking work a.nd trabdng proj4tcta thrClllghout 

South Vietnam. from one end of that country to another. Some a%'e being 

a•.uted by the so ~nt-; som.e are .trictly on their own. Otben are 

wol."king with that ftne group of men and women brought to Vietnam by the 

InternatlODal Voluntary Service. Some of our Peace Corp• araduates have 

re-enllated tn the IVS to help th people of Vietnam build tbeir futor~e. 

Young people lik theM of!er th beat bQpe for the fUture of free 

llietn.a.m. md.eed, one of the teat• of wb•ther it• government is making 

progru• towardt ita goal of the social revolution will be degree to which 

it cu. attract and hol the aUegianee of the young. 

Now. let rne add juat a few concluding words dir cted particularly 

to you •• atudenta. 

We know a gr at deal about Europe. All of you have .tualed tn. hist-ory 

ot A.merlc&n and Europe. We're a EuJ'ope-oticated people. I think it'• fair 

to uy that U' you. polled ;your atudent body or the adulta of your community, 

you would find that Ame rieaaa belle in collective ncurlty for Europe. 
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That's why we're committed to the NATO Treaty .... the defense of 

Western Europe. You recall how we stood firm in Berlin: how this 

nation, even in 1961, mobilized itt reserves ·- some 600,000 of them .... 

!or the defen1e of Berlin. And every one of those deciaiona had within 

it the posaiblity of open war with the Soviet Union.;•• a terrible proepect. 

but something that we had to face. We were deterrt'lined to defend Bedin, 

even though tt is 100 miles within the Ebmmui:dat sphere. 

Berlin is really not much further away from the United States 

in terms of modern conununication and technology •• the .Berlin, spy, 

of twenty years ago • .. than Saigon is today. What b more, freedom is 

indiviaible, and llggresaion in any part of the world is a threat to the 

security of everyone. Aggression in Ethiopia was, in the thirties, a 

prelude to aggression in Europe. Aggression in Korea in the fifties was 

a prelude to the poaalbiUty of further aggression in Asia in the sixties. 

But. we know too little about Asia. We learn too little. We atudy 

too little. We need desperately to know more about thia great area of 

the world, where almost two billion people live and work. I hope that 

many of you, therefore, will take the opportunity in college to concentrate 

upon Asian atudiee, to learn more amut Asia .... not juet Asia the continent, 

but each of ita count riel, because each hs aepa:rate and distinct and 

different. Learn to know the customt, the culturee, the religtona, the 

political forcea, the hopes and the dream• of the peoples of the Aaian 

countries. 
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For those of you who will continue as journaliata, this knowledge 

will be eaaential, because America will be involved in Asia for the 

foreseeable future. It will be important also to those of you who elect 

other walks of life; perhaps in your work, pt'rhapa juat a• reaponaible 

citizens. Some of you may devote your careers to Aaia as diplomats 

or a.a buaine•smen or as scholars. The new market• of the world may 

be in .A8ia. There will be great need for biJfhly competent career diplomat. 

to serve in Asia. 

We need, therefore, to do our level beat to stimulate wider American 

interest in Ada, and understanding of it -· including Communist China. 

We cannot block this vaet area of A11a out of our thinking. 1 am delighted 

that President Johnson has opened the way for our scholars to travel there; 

and I want you to know that our scholars can travel the, if China will let 

them. Thie government baa offered that opportunity ·- to our doctors to 

go there, to our journalhta to go there, to our scholars to go there. We 

need to have contact. 

The Chinese leaders apeak harshly of us. But, as President Johnson 

baa aaid: "We can live with angry worde, as long as it ia matched by 

caution in deed." 

lam convinced that, despite the shrill anti .. American propaganda 

which i8 carried on by the Chinese Comrnunieta, there ia still much 

friendship there for ul among the Chinese people, from our many previous 
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years of fruitful and constructive work together. Many of the echolart 

in China today were educated in American achools. Never forget the 

vaat amount of fine work by our churchmen and our unlveraitiee in helping 

the people of China. We must be firm in reaiating the expa.neioniat deeigne 

of the present ruler• o! China. China' • Comrnuniet regime must be con• 

ta.ined. But the people of Chtna must not be isolated from contacts with 

the rest of ue. 

We therefore must take wvery opportunity to show our friendship 

for the Chinese people. We respect and value their learning, their akUla, 

their art, and their many contTibutiona to civilization. 

With the other people• of Asia I anticipate steadily growing friend· 

ship and cooperation. They are already an important part of the world of 

my gene ration, and will be even more aignificant in the world of your 

gene ration. 

Therefore, ma.y I add thie: the next few years of human hieto;ry, 

while theytll be dangerous ones. will be exciting ones. They're the kind 

of years made for young people: dangerous, uncertain and unpredictable, 

but exciting, demanding, and challenging as well. It' • the kind of a world 

wher• the action is, as you put it .... and that'• where you want to be. 

Theae will be yeare of opportunity - ... opportunity for new decision•, 

opportunity for innov-.tione in diplomacy, induttry. and technology. Never 

has mankind possessed •uch power !or good, for making the world aafer and 
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happier for hW1drede of mllllona of people who have never bad their share of 

anything but hunger, ignorance and ndaery. 

Let u• concentrate our minda upcm thi• great opportunity for social 

development, for conatJu.ction, and for nation-huUdtna. Your generation 

wW have a large part to play in deterrninblg whether mat'l de.troya hlmaelf, 

or whether he moves forward into a ne• age of peace and under.-tandillg. 

Aa one who ba. worked with young people ud like• to aaaoeiate 

with them, I bave plenty of faith in what you1U do with tbia opportunity. 

Aa a mater of i&c:t, I feel better when I know that you're bite reated in the 

world in which you live. It• a yours; make the moat of it. I thiDk yCN1U do 

better with it than :moat of ua have. 

tiff 
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Following is a transcription from tape of a telephon

ic talk given by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey to the 

Columbia Scholastic Press Association, assembled for a luncheon 

meeting at the Americana Hotel, New York, New York, at 12:15 

p.m., Saturday, March 12, 1966. 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: Thank you, 

Dorothy Gordon, and thank you my fellow students, editors, 

journalists, and members of the Columbia Scholastic Press Asso

ciation. 

I hope that this great new system [unintelligible 

phrase] is working well enough so that we can communicate. One 

of the real problems of this modern world is the lack of com

munication despite all of our technological advance and genius. 

so if anw· way I'm not getting to you, I hope that someone will 

be so kind as just to indicate that things are not working well. 

I imagine that you can realize how very, very sorry 

I am not to be able to be there with you in person today; but 

the business of government does keep me in Washington, and I 

shall confide with you and tell you why: We have the governors 

of about forty-six of our fifty states here in Washington today 

meeting with the President and the Secretary of State, Secretary 

of Defense, other officers of government, and the Vice President. 

These governors have come here to discuss matters relating to 



our economy, to our international relations, to the struggle in 

Southeast Asia and a number of other matters of high importance 

I had to make a difficult choice. I had to choose 

between several thousand young people, who I love to be with, 

and these distinguished elected representatives of our sovereigr. 

states; and I gather that you understand that a Vice Pres~dent 

has his first obligation to his duties here in washington . 

Now, I must tell you, however, that maybe I'm sparing 

myself a little trouble, because the former President Harry 

Truman used to say that whenever he went out to speak to a high 

school or college audience, and he was confronted with the 

brilliance of the minds of these young people and the sharpness 

of their questions, he used to always say, 11Why did I leave 

Washington? It's so much more calm and easy back heret" So 

that may be one of the reasons that a man ought to exercise 

good j~dgment and remain on the job. 

I've spent a good deal of my public life in the pre

sence of the press. In fact, yesterday I spoke to the Nationa~ 

Press Club here in Washington. But, truly, I've never been ex

posed to so many Journalists at one time as I am through this 

medium~ of the electronics--of the telephone system, and the 

telephone line. If it were possible, of course I would prefer 

to convert this telephone message right into a press conference. 



You never can tell, we might even be able to do it, before we're 

through with it. If it works out, I'd even enjoy receiving a 

question or two. Keep that in mind, now, those of you who are 

in charge of the program there; and if you have some inquiring 

journalists that want to take a good bite at a live Vice Presi

dent, I'm available. 

Now, I know that any question that would come from 

you would be probing; it obviously would be very since~e, and 

they'd be straight to the point. And I know that a large number 

of the questions would focus on your deep concern about our 

foreign policy, our national security, and in this instance, 

Viet Nam. So today, if you will permit me, I'd like to direct 

my remarks, briefly, to some of the questions that I'm sure you 

would; ask; because I get these questions wherever I go. 

I'm sure that you would begin by asking a very neces

sary question, and a very proper one: Why--why are we in Viet 

Nam? You deserve a plain and candid answer. 

We are in ~outh Viet Nam to repel and to prevent the 

success of aggression against the government and the people of 

that country; and aggression is an established fact, a fact that 

is not in any way denied in any of the chancelleries of Europe, 

indeed, of Latin America, Africa, and most of Asia. 

I can recall my visit with Mr. Kosygin, not so long ag , 
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in New Delhi~ Mr. Kosygin 1 the Chairman of the Council of 

Ministers of the ~oviet Union. And I asked if he could help us 

in securing negotiations in the pursuit of peace; help us to 

find a way to peace. His answer to me was 1 "You must take tha 

matter up with Hanoi"--North Viet Nam. 

I would gather that this was categorical evidence tha 

the threat to the peace was from Hanoi. 

~o, we are in ~outh Viet Nam to prevent the success 

of aggression; and we're there, too, because of commitments-

United States commitments, under treaty, which are the supreme 

law of the land, under our Constitution, because of resolutions 

and actions of your Congress. And we're there to help assure 

the South Vietnamese people the basic right to decide their 

own futures 1 freely, and without intimidation. [Unintelligible 

word] even there to give the people of South Viet Nam the very 

precious rights that we exercise here: the right of dissent 1 

the right to be different, the right of freedom of choice, This 

is one of the reasons as Vice President I have never complained 

about those who may disagree. I believe in the sacred right of 

dissent; and I also believe inthe right of advocacy. 

Now, we're there to help those people in Viet Nam 

achieve a better standard of living for themselves and their 

children--yes, and their children's children. And we're there 
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to help establish the principle that in this nuclear age, a 

dangerous age, aggression cannot be an acceptable means either 

of settling international disputes, of realizing national polit 

ical objectives, or of achieving political power. If aggressior 

is permitted to go unchecked, we cannot in good faith hold out 

much hope for the future of all nations, or of world peace. 

In fact, today over 100 small nations see their future being 

tested. These nations live in the world of giants; and if the 

giants, through aggression, are permitted to attack and to take 

over political power, there is no place for a small nation. 

We are, finally, in South Viet Nam, for the highest 

of purposes and the noblest of causes: the purpose of peace. 

That is what we want; and we yearn for it, we ask for· it, we 

look for it, and we're prepared for it. 

Now, we're not there to build any empire. Nor are 

we there for the purpose of conquest of any country or regime. 

We're not there to exercise domination over that pant of the wor~d, 

or to establish military bases. W:e 1re not there to impose a 

government, or a way of life, on other people. The government 
? ? 

or so~th Viet Nam rac@s a vast task in building a democratic 

society in the face of terror and force. 

For many centuries the people that I speak of, the 

Vietnamese people, have lived under foreign rule--Mandarin rule 



for a long time; Chinese rule. Then came two generations of 

French colonial _domination~ followed by twenty-five years of 

almost constant warfare. Now [unintelligible portion] that 

we have te face; and this is a stony and barren soil for dem

ocracy to take root in or to grow in~. 
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Moreover~ illiteracy has been high; corr~ption all 

too common; public spirit all too rare; and the number of well 

trained people all too small. 

Yet~ I can tell you that there are good human resources 

available in Viet Nam; a brilliant and courageous people; and 

the land is rich and fertile; the people are industrious and 

able. The peasants of Viet Nam--and~ indeed~ of all of Asia-

are in revolt~ are rebelling again~t the kind of a life that 

they've led for the ages past. They want something new and 

better. They want security. And they want dignity and self

respect. And they want hope and justice of something better in 

the future. 

society. 

They want to live with the benefits of modern 

Now~ the communists~ in their drive for power~ know 

this~ and they seek to use and subvert the hopes of these people. 

This is not uncommon; it has happened before. And if they suc

ceed~ we could win many battlefields in the war--or many battles 

on the battlefields of war--but '·we could lose the entire struggl~; 



because essentially this is a political battle that is being 

fought in South Viet Nam. 
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Now., that 1 s why the Vietnamese government, wit:Q: our 

active support, and the support of many others; is pressing thi 

other war, the war against social misery., [unintelligible por

tion]., the war against pove:b;ty., of hunger., disease and ignor

ance; and it 1 s to this war that we are making our basic commit

ment. This is the theme of that Declaration of Honolulu that 

you 1 ve read of. I happen to be one that believes that the 

Declaration of Honolulu could be a: milestone in the history of 

our relationships with Asia. It is a new charter of hope for 

better than 2 million people. 

The government of South Viet Nam in earnest and de

termi.mtion this struggle to win and to hold the allegiance of 

the people who live in rural South Viet Nam, in the more than 

2,600 villages, and ·approximately >]l,OOO hamlets. Remember that 

over 80 per cent of the people in Viet Nam live in the rural 

areas. so, it will be in the rural areas where the struggle is 

won or lost. 

F.fforts are being made to give South Viet Nam firm 

social and economic roots; and a sound democratic political 

system as well. Now, why do I say that? Because, we now know 

that actions are taking place. ~= An Advisory Council, established 
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by the Chairman of ~tate of South Viet Nam--an Advisory Council 

for the Building of Democracy, including representatives of all 

the nationalist political tendencies, and, indeed, the religiou 

groups, has been appointed. This Council is drafting a new 

Constitution, and election laws, and regulations concerning the 
? 

development of political parties, and the press. And it will 

be holding, this year, large-scale consultations and seminars 

and formulating these documents and regulations. And this 

Constitution will be voted upon in a national plebiscite by 

the people of South Viet Nam. And political elections for the 

officers of government have been pledged by October of 1967. 

Prime Minister Ky has publicly committed himself to these 

steps of leading to free elections. 

As I left &ligon a few weeks ago, the Prime Minister 

told me in these words: "Mr. Vice ?resident, we have begun 

twelve years late; but, it is not too late. 11 Now., here is a 

young man \'lhO is attempting to lead an old nation, and to 

create a new society. He is the man who says that he is not 

going to let the Viet Cong monopolize those precious words of 

social revolution. He says, "tve are the revolution. The 

National Liberation Front liberates no one. It oppresses many 

of them. ~Te are the __ liberators, 11 said Prime Minister Ky. He 

said, "I ask you, the people of Abraham Lincoln, who believe in 



emancipation, to help us liberate our people from the past." 

Now, are these mere words, or will they be backed up by genuine 

commitment and participation·. by the people in translating them 

into deeds? Well , I think so. I think the most encouraging 

answer, however, is not only from the government, but it's giver. 

by the students of South Viet Nam; and here's where you come 

in. 

I wonder how many Americans really kn0\'1 what the 

students of south Viet Nam are really doing. Oh, we hear when 

the students are rioting in the streets. We hear \'1hen there 

are demonstrations. We read about it in the press. But, let 

me give you something to print in your columns about the con

structive work of. the students of Viet Nam. 

For the most part, now, these students come, as you 

know, from the more comfortable and privileged groups in that 

country, based largely in the cities. This is pretty much the 

way it was in the United ~tates for some time for higher educa

tion. Yet last summer, over 5,000 of these young people from 

the colleges and high schools voluntarily enrolled and gave up 

their time and their energies in what is known as the ~ummer 

Youth Program for Viet Nam. They went out into the areas of 

the country, into the villages, into the bacla-1ard areas, and 

areas sometimes infiltrated by the Viet Cong, and other areas 



which l'lere not under communist control. lind these students 

rolled up their sleeves, and set out to work with purpose and 

dedication. 

What did they do? They taught in schools. They 

erected schools, They dug wells. They erected public health 

clinics. They built homes for the refugees and trained the 

re~ugees. And they carried out useful projects. This is the 

good news from Viet Nam. 
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Now, that program was scheduled for just the summer 

months, during the school vacation; but you'd be interested to 

know that it was so effective and successful, and generated so 

much enthusiasm, that it is now maintained as a year-round 

program. And it moves ahead l'lith the backing of the Prime Min

ister and the goverment. 

\tJhen I was in South Viet Nam I visited demonstration 

projects staffed by these young people, most of them teenagers; 

the project director being 31 years of age; his associates 

being between the ages of 15 and 20. This was in the 8th Pis

trict of Saigon, a badly run-down slum; in fact, the worst in 

the city. And under the leadership of those students, a group 

of refugees--over 51 000 of them--bonverted an abandoned and 

water-filled graveyard into an attractive, orderly neighborhood 

of new homes and new projects; a community center and a new schopl 
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were being built by the refugees and the students; and local 

officials had been elected--a village council and a village 

leader. The same thing was underway in the neighbor.ing distric 

or area--District 6; because example--successful example, is 

contagious. 

I 111 give you another example. Some thirty VietnamesE 

teachers of English in Saigon have launched what they call the 

New School Movement. They are seeking to stimulat~· a richer 

and more democratic extracurricular life in the high school 

students. They are helping to develop student government, 

debating societies, sport clubs, and, mind you, they're even 

establishing student newspapers. I think our high school jour

nalists ought to try to work out an exchange program with the 

Vietnamese students--the student editors of newspapers in Viet 

Nam. Let's have these '-young people see what we do, and let 

these kids use a wonderful opportunity to see what they do, see 

the obstacles and the difficulties under which they have to 

work; and yet the success of their endeavors. 

Now, there are a number of youth organizations-

Catholic, Buddhist, and others--that are undertaking work and 

training projects all throughout South Viet Nam, from one end 

of that country to another. Some are being assisted by the 

government; some are strictly on their own. And others are 



working with that fine group of men and women in Viet Nam known 

as the International Voluntary Service. I think you're famil

iar with it, the IVS. It's a marvelous international program 

of service. 

And some of our Peace Corps graduates have reenlisted 

in the IVS to help the peoples of Viet Nam build their futures. 

Now, young people like these offer the best hope for 

the future of free VietNam. Iqdeed, one of the tests of whethEr 

its govennment is making progress towards its goal of the 

social revolution will be the degree to which that government 

can attract and hold the allegiance of the young. 

Now, let me add just a few concluding words directed 

to you listening to me today. 

You know, we know a great deal about Europe. Every 

one of you are students of history of America and Europe. We're 

a European-oriented people. And I think it's fair to say that 

if you Polled your student ~bbdy or the adults or your communityJ 

you would find that Americans believe in collective security 

for Europe; that we're committed to the NATO Treaty--the defense 

of Western Europe. You will recall how we stood firm in Berlin; 

how this nation, even in 1961, mobilized its reserves--some 

600,000 of them--for the defense of Berlin. And every one of 

those decisions had within it the possibility of open war with 
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the Sov~et Union; a terrible prospect~ but something that we 

had to face. In other words~ Berlin, 100 miles within the 
? 

communist scene~ was to be defended. 

Now, Berlin is really not much further away from -the 

United ~tates in terms of modern communication and technologies 

--the Berlin of, let's say, 20 years ago--than Saigon is today. 

What is more~ freedom is indivisible, and aggression in any 

part of the world is a threat to the security of others. Ag-

gression in Ethiopia, in the thirties, was a prelude to ag-

gression, to attack in Europe, in the late thirties. Aggression 

~ Korea in the fifties was but a prelude, or a preface, to the 

possibilities of further aggression in Asia in the sixties. 

But, we know so little about Asia. We learn so little. 

We study so little. And we need desperately to know more about 

the great areas of the world whereever 2 billion of the people 

of this world live and \'IOrk. I hope that many of you, therefore~ 

will take the opportunity in your higher education in college 

to concentrate upon Asian studies, to learn more about .Asia; not 

just Asia the continent, but ea ch of the countries, because each 

is separate and distinct and different; know of the mores~ the 

cultures, the religions~ the political forces~ of the hopes and 

the dreams of the peoples of Asia, and the peoples of those 

countries. For those of you who will continue as journalists, 



this knowledge will be essential 1 because America will be in

volved in Asia ror the foreseeable future. 

llt 

It ~will be important also to those of you who elect 

other walks of life; perhaps in your work1 perhaps just as 

responsible citizens. ~orne of you may devote your careers to 

Asia as diplomats or as businessmen or as scholars. Truly the 

new markets of the world will be in Asia. ~urely, there will 

be great need for competent, career diplomats ror Asia. 

Now 1 we need 1 therefore, to do our level best to stim

ulate wider American interest in Asia, and understanding of it

including Communist China. We cannot block this great vast area 

of Asia out of our thinking. I am delighted that President 

Johnson has opened the way for our scholars to travel there; and 

I want you to know that our scholars can travel there 1 if China 

will let them. This government has offered that opportunity~

our doctors to go there 1 our journalists to go there 1 our teach

ers to go there. We need 1 indeed 1 to have contact. Chinese 

leaders speak harshly of us. Their words are very harsh. But 

as President Johnson has said: "we can live with angry words, 

as long as it is matched by caution in deed." 

And I am convinced, therefore, that despite the shrill 

anti-American propaganda--an almost hate propaganda 1 which is 

carried on by the Chinese Communists, there is still much 
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friendship there for us among the Chinese people, from our 

many previous years of fruitful and constructive w.ork together. 

Many of the scholars in China today were educated in American 

schools. Never forget the vast amount of fine work of our 

churchmen, and our universities [unintelligible word] people 

to China. We must be firm at resisting the expansionist de

signs of the present rulers of China. China 1 s Communist regime 

must be contained. The people of China must not be isolated 

from contacts with the rest of us. 

tve therefore must take every opportunity to show our 

friendship for the Chinese people, to respect and value their 

learning, their skills, their art, and their many contributions 

to civilization. With the other peoples of Asia I anticipate 

steadily growing friendship and cooperation. They are already 

an important part of the world of my generation, and will be 

more important to the world of your generation. They are cer

tain to be an ever more significant part of the development of 

our modern world. 

Therefore, ~Y I add this: the next few years of 

human history, while they 1 ~1 be dangerous ones, will be exciting 

ones. They're the kind of years made for young people: dan

gerous, uncertain, unpredictablej but exciting, demanding, 

cballenging. It's the kind of a world where the action is, as 
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you put it; and that's where you want to be. 

These will be years of opportunity--opportunity for 

new decisions, opportunity for new--for innovations in diplo-

macy, indust~y, and technology. For never has mankind ever 

possessed such power for good--power of the mind, of technology 
. 

for making the world safer andhappier for hundreds of millions 

of people who have never had their share of anytning but hunger, 

ignorance and misery. vle have so much with which to do good 

things. ~o, let us concentrate our thoughts and our minds upon 

this great opportunity of social development, of construction, 

and of building. Your generation will have a large part to pla 

in determining whether man destroys himself, or whether he move 

forward to the new age of peace and understanding. 

And, as one who has l·Iorked with young people and 

associates with them, I have plenty of faith in what you'll do 

with this opportunity. As a matter of fact, I feel better when 

I know that you're interested in the world in which you live. 

It's yours; make the most of it. I think you'll do better with 

it than most of us have. 

Good luck, and thanks for listening. 

[Applause] 

[End of transcription] 
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