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THE VICE PRESID E N T 

WASHINGTO N 

ADDRESS BY HCHlRABLE 1IJBElt1' B. HliiPtmEY 
VICE PIESIDEN'l" OF THE ORI'lED STATES 

BEFORE BIENNIAL NA1"I«<1AL CCIN'EN'l'I<If c.' THE 
AMERICAN HELLENIC EIIJCATI8!IAL fltOGIESSIVE ASSOCIA.ft(»> 

WASHINGTCif, D. C. 

March 14, 1966 

Your f:minen~e, Your Excellency • Mr. Ambassador 

and the Offi~ers of AHEPA, the Ameri~an Hellenic Educational 

Progressive Association, and these lovely ladies of the 

Daughters of Penelope: --

My friends in the Congre s, I noticed as I cane in, 

this gallant, a-ttractive, intelligent young man, John 

Br demas, who brings joy to all of us. And this very dis

tinguished United St tes Senator whose name will be in the 

h!s~ory ~ books of America for years to come for his outstanding 

Sta1f of Minnesota, a n who has made a great record for 

hirelf in the Congress, a dear personal friend, Congres 

ndnatd Fr aer. Don, it ' s sure good to see you. 

NOw, I know that one of the dangers of a man men
any 

tJoning/namea is that he always l~aves somebody out. 
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But 1 do want to express, fir at of all, a very warm greeting 

to my associates in th Government. manbera of the Congress 

of the United State• who I know are exceedingly happy to 

be here on thi• occasion. 

y I just say, Mr Pre•ident. that, it isn't often 

that an organi2ation and a gropp of people have an ninside 

operator" -· an inside lobbyist, an fneide. special friend 

at the White House.. But I nust say that Americans of Greek 

extraction have done very, very ~ell. They've penenoated 

the higheat ®unaela of Government. They have Mike Manatos 

right ove~ there on the inside. 

And how very hippy we are that Mr. Manlitos is there 

a a wonderful helper to the President of the United States 

and the Congress. Mike ia a tower of strength for all of us. 

I saw him a little earlier this evening. and he was able to 

get away from the White House a little earlier than I waa 

I He has extra influence with the President.) But I thought 

you would like to know, Pr~aident Doukas. that when I lft 

the White House, the President of the United Startes told me 

just a short time ago, th•t he remember d the happy evening 

he had at one of the meetings of AHEPA, here in Washingt~n. 
' 

And he said, "I just want you to promise me one thing, Hubert. 

I want you to promise me that you won't stay as late aw I dj\d." 

Now. l don't know what you ~id to him, and I took the pledge. 

I said, "I promise." \ 
) 
·l 
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I'm o very pleased to be here. I noticed that 

on the Board Qf Trustees, ( as if l h d to look to notice, 

because 1 'm veey flmil.iar with the organizational fftl"Ucture 

f .AHEPA,) l noticed that one of the outstanding members 

comes from my lome ltat·a of Minneeot • And I'm ao pleaaed. 

I haw to tell you just a llttle etory about that. 

Sonlbody said to me when I came in. ~ey said, " Well, you 

don't seem to w 1gb a1 auoh; you've lo t a little weight." 

And J id, ~as, that'• true." I said, "1 haven't had a 

chanCM! to be back h in Minnesot for a long time with my 

friend, JJ.nrnie Demoe. in Hinneapoli • " 

Ana when I wae back there in Minneapolis with Jim ·

one of my cloaest personal friends -- and this is not to 

enter a p litical phraae with this audience, this 1a a 'Very 

peraorwl. intimate friendship -- when 1 was ther • be alway• 

took mighty good cue of me. No matter the houx- of the night, 

or the ctreumatances, I could always look to Jim Demoa and 

know that l had a friend. 

And I want Jim to take b ek to Minneapolis, M:l.nne80ta. 

Demoathenes Chapter 166 • my frat'ernal greetings to my fellow 

me~. I've been a l1Minber for 2 .. years. That is ·- before 
) 

I cllari~ed my name from Hunvernopolis too ~hrey. 
'' 

"By court order~ th Sup~eme President adds. ' \I 
I , And then • J cto want to just say that the other evening, (! 

i . 

I 
' 

!' 



I w • ~king late in my office, and I went aei'Oaa the 

etreet. abOut two blocke away. end l stOpped by to "" some 

dear friends of mine that hav been liend of ~e. Humphrey 

and myself for many yeare in W•ehington, Connie and Helen 

Velanos. I don't always pay too lll.leh attention to Connie, 

but Helen I do litrttn to. And the did to me • "Kr. Vice 

over to the 

Banquet of the Order of AUEPA." And I said, "Well. I'd 

love to, but I just t;:!&n't." And then, J went on to explain 

why -because a Uttle later. in fact .-n hOUJ' ego. l was 

mppoaed to hve been C' a very fine dinner with very c:loae 

peraonal friend• and members of the Supr._ COUl't of our 

N tion. But I Mid. I'll do my beat to IIH it J can't g t 

over.• And I had hOped togtt here a little earlier. but 

8ehedule in Waaldngton are aart of like the v ather in the 

Hid-Weat ·- unprecU.ctable. You never know what' a going to 

happ$1. 

But l'm eo pl ~ aed that I waa, onee agd.n, inv1t~ 

and once again, tht a great meeting was c.Ued to my attention. 

There'& no place I•d rathel" be, to be v.-ey frank with y~ • . 

tha with you. I know tht yau have a h :vy pl'Ogrea, I kn 

that your· Off1oera lave eeen our ~8ldent. I know that 1tb1• 

is yOUl' 17th Annual Banquet, and I have a-ttended several of 

them. I've been tht'l gueat ef my fellow menber of AHEPA on 

several oocaaions when you've been here in the Nation's Cap1t()l • 
.... 

When I aerved in the United states Senate. I bad looked f()t1fard 
' ·\ 

! 
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last year to being able to get to Greece for your great 

international meeting. t believe 1:t wa in Auguat. 1f 1 

recollect properly. But Mike Hanatoa ju.-t wauldn 't let me 

go. - Everyt!nte we were about r• dy to go, be' d haw another bUl 

that the President told him juat had to be paued. And I 

never C!OU!d qUite underetand why they thought I ought to stay 

here. I gue s they just thought' tht it loOked better if they -

had the Vice Pr aident UOtlnd. 

But l wanted Vf!I!Y rruch to go, and l believe, Phll. that 

you did sneak away • d!dn 't you? Yes, I had to make a pledge 

to Phil Hart as the Presiding Officer of the Senate that I 

would not let the Senate vote on a atngl.e Jnwortant meaaure 

in which 'the Senator fram Michigan • Phll Hart • was interested • 

while he gone. So htt carried the g'ieetinga of our Nation, 

he carried the greetings of so many friends to so many of OUJ' 

other friends at tit meeting in Athens. And how wll I know 

he performed hi8 duty ud fulfilled lis oppottunity. 

Let me just say a veey few worda, and then t nust ~n 

dong. I hOpe you will forgive me for being an almost iq)olite 

guest. 

I'm very proud of this great organiza:tion. I'Ye been 

\te~ pleased and proud of the privilege that as min when I 

was MllYor of the City of Minneapolis, to be, aft.Uia'ted with the 

Order of AHEPA. This is a great fraternal body; and ita sistex

body - the J>augbera of Penelope • is an equally fine and dis

tinguJ.alted and gre t sorority. I've attended so many gatherings 

in the M1d..We•t which is my part of the country, that I always 



t1 very nlleh at hcime 1n the presence of th ae. Wl' friends. 

X know how long you have woJ~ked for so mt~ny pod th1nr~~ 1n 

out' CGJntry • 

1 knOw of the d dddtion of the ~ of tbla 

Organization to th highest qualities of Amel'ioln e.f:tis nahip. 

I know of Youa' deep coneern to ~J!'O\fa our.' lnnigrattion Laws. 

nd May I just aay quite frankly • l doubt that thOle lawa 

would have been J.nvroved had it n rt been f~ the efteetive work 

of ol:'g8n!zat1ons like AH£tA. lt waen•t jutt becauM we had a 

Pr a!clent who wanted these 1ntnigrat1on lawe nade JnOre humene 

and RD'!'e just. I think 1:t fair to eay that yau ean look ba~k 

over the ~rda of other President• and find that they <lid 

underst-.nd and they did r8CC:Irm\end · pi'Opriat e ohanges to make 

1-. jutrt *"d fair, equitable and bunane. 

HGIW weU I rilnaftb that when I serve 1n the Senate, 

l worked alongside men like 'the late and hf!lovect Senator Herbert 

Lehman of Her York. OUl' 111: and beloved P .;!dent John bnn-'Y 

when he wae Senator. And I recall U. 1t a nry privilege to 

be co-~~pon r on thOse inrn!paU. on bUle. or juet a eponaor. 

Tina aftei' tlnte we tried. t r~illl that when rtee1dent 

_ medy wae Senator, that I was the main epon 

.-ad be, the ~-aponeor. And in the nex't Conpee • he'd be 

the main apanaar and l 'a be the co-eponaor. 

When he bee._ PreSident • be pre-.nte4 the legislation.- but 

jult d14n't have the votes. Yw ainltlY hadn't c:onvtnced enoul#l 

l)eopl , • ye'l:. 
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And than When President JohniiQ'l euceeeded President 

'Kennedy after that tl'agiC! day, the President of tie United 

State• p~sed that he would• aa bG a id, "~ont1nue the 

effona tlat had been initiated by the late ancl beloved 

President 'Kennedy." He eaid .tn that famoua aMreas 1ft n 

he took over the reins of government, "Let u continue." And 

he pledged as Mike will recall, that fNfJ't'Y Hem on that program 

.W.d be pa sed if be could. do anything about it. 

And in the 88th Congress, tremendous effort was na de 

to coq,.lete that program. 

Tb.enaln\e the f-.nous 89th Conpess. In the 89th 

Congress • President Lyndon Johnson pre ented to Congress • 

the Rev18ed IJmdgration Act. 1'hil Hart, introduced i"t 1n 

the Senat • 

And I 1<now 'that John Brademas and Congrseanan Fl"a8eJ;

inti'Odu~ thl ••• 1n the Hou along with many othel'81 

Manny Cellw of ew York .. on my goodne • ... there were .0 
I 

J1181\Y of them that Wel'e involved in it. J 
I 

And b cau• of th work of dozens of ~at ol'glln.:J.Jtiona 
. I cutting ac)i'Oee the sreat ethn!c base of America, the cUtf~ent 

religious groupe - CathoUc, Protestant, Jad.ah, and ~ek\ 
orthodox, the great fraternal groups of our country • ffnauy 

I 

America waa avakened and the Congreae reeponded to Pret~identtal ,, 

' 
l•d ~- ~ 

And I w1U n.eves- forget that Sunday up t Liberty 

Island. l'm sure • your Eminene , that yG.& ranember that 
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Sunday so well crt f4berty Ialand, when the Preaid nt of th 

Unied States affixed his aignatut'e to the New tnw.sr-1tm 

Act of 19&S. That a the day Amerle cleansed its conscience. 

That waa the day when we ataned to judge people as people. 

'l'hat waa th ,day whtn fairness and equity wa put back into 

our laws. 

there are men here in Jour midat tonight • 1n the Congress 

of the United Statea. men whom l have not n\el'lt1onecJ, JDIU\Y Mmes 

at your table tonight 

are there beca they believed with you in fab'nees and justice .. 

!he Senators with yOU tonight, you ~an rest aaaured, helped 

make Amet:ica what it ie - the land of the f ee and the home 

of the brave. Tlurt 1a tbct kind of a country that this 1a. 

Now Ladies and Gentlemen, l have alwaya thought that 

e were the moat fortwlte and bleated people in the world. 

fhe Good Lord had given nuch to this Nation. Because we have 

reoe.tved so much end we bwe so muoh, ll'lllCh is expected of u~. 

In the:se trying days Wbtn there are 1 s fortunate people tt 
bane and abroad, those of us who u-e most fortunate lwe a \ 

special moral obligation to the leas fortuna'te. And may I ' 

say with great candOr and franl<riese that tdleH the fOJ"c:es of 1 
\ 

tyranny eeek to dominate and to conquer, now as in otb~ days~~ 
I 

thie land of ours and 'tb people of tldl Nation stand guardian' 

on 'the r~arta of freedem. 

It hau; alway been tD in our history. I krlow of no Nation 

that has given so 111.1ch and expected so Uttle as th Unim d 

States of America. my fellow Amer1~ans. 
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You and I know that many a country ~a been put to- the 

t • Gl'eeee. not long ago. lee a than 20 yENll'8 ap. waa faced 

with tel'l'ible pJ(Oblems -- warfare, tel'rQr, nd.eex-y. 

lut the Creek Govel"nment and the Greek peaple •• 

tb ovet:'Whelming majority -- stood firm., stood firm in th ir 

conviction and their dedication to theil' aGJ ntJ:ty and theS-r 

COD1J1itment to their N:lgloua fa1:th • the conmitment to their 

biatol!')'. And with the aid of the United States of Amer.toa, 

Greek freedom. GNek dePIDcracy was pr ewe • It wa being 

attacked than a others ere n•• by thOse who would deateoy 

fl'eedom. Only in this tast:ance, that I .,..U of, :l.t was 1n 

And beeauae free peopl S'tood united • and beeauae 
\ 

they weJ'8 people who h d confidenee and faith and determination . \ 

and w:lll, freec!on and independence in Gftec:e wee preserved~\ \ 
\ '. 

They were mighty cloae to being de8't:Hyed. 1 , 
I 

When the foe of CO'm1Unist force was stOpped on th 

boJX!er 1 (you and I know the record of that hi.tory), when .no 

. \ 
I 

~ ·\ 
I, 

\ \ 
\ 

lcmger could the supplies, material and men come thl'a.l gh the bO~d.

from Yugoslavia into Greece • t'he Greeks ~ able to maintain 

their position and maintain their fr-eedom. 

What s called a "civil wartt w s put down. It 

waan •t really a civil way • 1 t was an 

1ndependtmce and the freedom of a nat: on. My fellow Ameriol.n& 
,' \ 

let me ~ell you from thi.- ro8t'l"um tonight, that all yoUr 

Goverrvnent speaks of now, and all this Nation asks now, i 'that:. 
the ape aor in South Viet N.-n, th~ agpoeeaor from the North, \ 

cease hie aggreauon. And we say to him aa we haw said "tt 
I 

I 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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others that Gr4l&aian eball not be the p tt 

eonduct. Jhe agg,reaaor aba1l not be rearded. And we ae.y 

to COIIIllmiaa 1n Aid ·•• w had to eay to it 1ft~·· that 

you tha11 not &chi e yaur pO:U.tic:al objeetiwa bJ th use 

f brute fol'Ce. If you wish pOll ticel p__.. *' see how many 

~ectiona you win. No nation baa pne Conliurdst through the 

ballot *• ntY dear friends.. eo...ud1m he.e only pined t a 

objectives thi'Dugb meu f .. ee - just llheer. bl'Ute force. ! 

lulve no . ft':lea about that a free election 1d.U me in any 

oauntry. l know 'that if th are f'~ eleetiona permitted to 

p..,l • they wtll nett Obooae the path of' totalituian!flft. 

they wUl not dtooae th path of deapoti•· 'they 1lf.U choaae 

the path of freedom and indeptmdence. You know it. and t 

know it. And we ousbt never t be conae:me abdut t. 

l've beard people -.y many tlmea~ • ht ia our 
I 

ohjecrt!ve in South East ala? I'll teU you what 1t is. 
•f 

We seek to prevent the auaeeea of aggreaaion. Why? Bepa_u 
• I 

a~aaion unleashed ia aggreal!d. on unchecked. Agsreaaitm ~ 1 
' \ 

that is permitted to mov• fowvd w1 tbout restraint or .·cbeel< 
. i\ 

wUl conaane all !n ita path. 

the Un!btd St :tea of Ameri<! is not in South Vi~ ~. 

'bnight, just becaua r£ a piece of geography. or is it 

t~ ainply because af a regime or a government 1n S.S.gon. 

even though that wald b enough. Nor ia it 'there sin\'Jly because ·:~ 
I' 

of What may happen to vtllq~ OJ' a hlhlet. even though tM.t 
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would be 1ft ough. We ~ there b~auae a pr1ne1ple:. 

We happen to believe that international relation should b 

.eonducted on the baa!e of reason and not force. We happen 

to believe :tn the Nle of law amongst nations, nat the Nle 

of the jungle. We have leamed our lea.ona. and we've learned 

them wll. We've leened that eppeal!iement doee not hl-lng peaee,. 

Arid we've leaned that wh-.n the totalitarian usee fRee. there' e 

only onC! thing ycu em dot you Dl.lat stand up against :tt. And 

defeat it. 

We seek to eonquc no one. We seek no teritory. We 

eek ao bases. We •eek no bene-fita. And you know it.. AncJ the 

Amer!ean pGOJ)le Should know it. 

What we do seek 11 peaee. And what we seek is a chanee 

to help otbw people build a better lite. What we aeek is 

more jaatiee fo.- rnenk£.nd. What we ek is an Opportunity fol' 

ehlldren. What we seek is c~aseion for the elderly and the 

idck. What we seek :l.a real pea<!e. the petee of ectucati n .. 

the peace of a man' a ownership -of h:te awn property. the peac 

ot a perton being ~able to live out hi& ltfe in tranquility 

and juatiee. We do not aeek to d0111:$.nate anyone, no.- conquer 

anyone. We seek 'tb overthrow no regbne. But we do seek to 

have e world in. ~oh people can build their own lives. 

And when. l hear people aay:-..;we want peaae. may I say 

that there is no na-tion on the face of thia earth that has given 

more in th cause of peace· than the United S-tates of Amer-icaa 
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There can be peace. tamorrow moming, my fellow Americans,. 

There can be peace tonight if scxneone will come from the capitol 

of Ndrth VietNam and Hanoi and eay "Let us sit down :t 'the 

conference table lllld negot!llte pe~e~" It ean be had. 

But let the word be underlltOOd clearly: there is no power 

on 'the face of this arth or any oambination of powers that 

can lefea"t the Urdted States of A.merica. The 8\lftat way that I 

know to shOrten this pain and to deliver us fran this difi'iculty 

is for the American people to make it clear that" have the will 

and the datermiqtian and the Naourcee to do whate .. eda to be 

done to restore p ace in South East Asia. 

So 1 leave you with what our cbUdl'en often recite. 

My chlldr~ are ntiW going irtto the sec:!Ond generation. grand

dtildl'en, thari goodness. You know When 0\ir Uttle ones g0 

to eahool, they repeat the Pledge of Allegiance. That Pledge 

of Allegiance is often rt~Peated by eo many of us by rote. You 

know we jU&t memorize it and say it. We fox-get what the words 

mean. But tboae children atand up in school and aay. "I pledp 

allegiance to the Flage of the UnJ:ted States of America and to 

the Republic for which it stands." And then canes these words. 

ttOne nation. indivisible. under God, with libt!l.'ty• and justice 

for all." 

Not twO nations, not divided nation, but a nation 

that is one :ln its unity of p1.l.l'pose - indivisible. Not 

divided on basis of group or aectlon. but tncUvided, united. 

'\ 
i 
'I 

\ 
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But yet, a Nation that understands with all of its 

.power and au o£ !ta wealth thct it fa but notbf.ng unless it ia 

a :tion of spirit and eoul, of purpose wtder God, recognizing 

our place in the gre t echeme of things, as designed by .D:J.vin 

Providenee. 

"One Hatton, under God, imlivisihle. with l:lberty and 

juatiee for all.~ 

Every one Gf u.s. And l can t•U you, my friends, that 

that doctrine, those phrases, thoae words mean something more 

than just for America. All ov• the world 'those are precious 

~s. "Liberty end Justice for all." And ita to those worda 

that AHEPA has given its resoure a, ita manpowel', and its 

dedication. 

And I ~ here tonight as yG\U.' Vice President to salute 

you, as patriots; u great people. and aa great Americana dedicated 

to everrthing gOod in this land. 

Thank you for all that Yell 've done. 

Thank you. 

NIUI NtHUHI flfJUiffiN IJHUIIIUIIHI UUU 1111111141 

I 

I 
I 

I 
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ADDRESS BY HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

BEFORE BIENNIAL NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE 
AMERICAN HE~NIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 14, 1966 

Your Eminence, Your 

Officers o~~e 
Excellency, 

ACican He 

Mr. Ambassador 

Educational 

Progressive Association, and these lovely ladies of the 

Daughter of Penelope: -

~~friends in the Congress, ~ I noticed 

intelligent 
as I came in, thi~~attractiv~Ktiia~RKX 

man, John Brademas, tl ut brings joy to all of us. 

this very distinguished United States Senator LIAR 

young 

And 

ba @ I i name ~ory books of America for year~ 
his outstanding work 

0~ 
in the passage of our new Immigration 

Law, iH:H Harj. And I can't help but take some state-wid~ 

local pride in noticing that at your Head Ta~this eve~ 

you have one of the most brilliant of our fellow citizens 
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from th~ate of Minnesota, a man who has made a great 

record for himself in the Congress, a dear personal friend 

of mine, Congressman Donald Fra~. ~ DonJit's sure good 

to see you. / 

No;PI know that one of the dangers of a man 

mentioning any names is that he always leaves somebody out ' 

J 
greeting 

ut I do want to express . irst of al a very warm gxllut.Ri:R:t 

to my associates in th~vernment,~embers of the Congress 

of the United States who I know are exceedingly happy to 

be here on this occasio~ay I just sa~ Mr. President, 

that, it isn't oftenfuat an or~anizat~ and a group of 
~ II ~ 

people have an inside operator ~ an inside lobbyist, an 

inside special friend in the White House. But I must say 

that ~Americans of Greek extraction have done very1very 
.., highest / 

well. They've penetrated the kikg ~ counsels qf Government 
, \ II!_ f) 

They have Mike Manatos right over there on the~side. 

And how V,ery happy we are that Mr. Manatos 

is tnre as a wonderful helper to the President of the 
. 

United States and the Congress.~ike is a tower of 

strength for all of us. I sa~him a little earlier this 

evenin!}and he was able to ~t away from 

little ear,ier than I was. ~e has extra 

~ 
President. But I thought you would like 
~I)(~ 
~s, that when I left the White House, 

the White House a 

influence with the 

to know ,Jit:esiden:_; 

the Pre~ent of the 

United States told me just a short time ago, that ·he remem-

bered the happy evening he had at one of the meetir gs 

of AHEPA, here in Washington. And he said, I j~ want 
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you to promise me one thing, Hubert. I want you to promise 

me that you won't stav.te as I did. N/ I don't kn<W 

what you did to him, a.I I took the pledge. I said, "I 

promise." 

I'm so very pleased to be here. I noticed that 

on the Board of Trustees,(as if I had to look to notice, 

because I'm very fadliar with the organizational structure 

of AHEPA,h noti:ed that one of the rutstanding members 

comes frfrn my home state of Minnesota. And I'm so pleased 1 

Cj'i} I have to 1elll you just a little s1D ry about that. 

Somebody said to me when I came in. They said, "Well, 

,..,. you don't seem to weigh as much; you've lost a little 

weight." And I said, "Yes, that's true." I said, "I haven't 

a long time 

with my friend, Jimmie Demos.~~.n~_. ...... .-~ ........ ._.._ 

a very personal, intimate friendship - when I was there, he 

always took mighty good care of me. No matter~ tre houri) 
of the night, or the circumstances, I could always look to 

Jim Demos and know tmt I had a friend. 

And I want Jim to take back to Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, Demosthenes Chapter #66, my fraternal greetings 

to my fellowamembers. I've been a mi:emr for 24- years. That 

is - before I changed my name from ernopolis to Humphrey. 
a 



-II-C{hy court order!", the Supreme President ~. 

And the;>! do want to just say that the other 

~ening, I was working late in my office, and I went across 

the street, ~ about two blocks away, and I stopped by 

to see some dear friends of mine that have been friends 

of Mrs. Humphrey and myself for many years in Washington, 

Connie and Helen Velanos. I don't always pay too much 

attention to Connie, but Helen I do listen to. And she 

said to me, '~r. Vice President, you know we've asked you 

to come on over to the Banquet of the Order of AHEPA." 

And I said, "Well, I'd love to, but I just can't." And ,...., -~ 
then}! wen~o explain why~cause a little later, in fact 

an1iour ago, I was supposed to have been at a very fine j . 
dinner with very close personal fri:eiTdS··~nd members of the~ 

Crurt of our Nation,;t I said, "I'll do my best to see 

if I can't get over. And I had hoped to get here a little 

earlier, but schedule s in Washingtn are _.,.,., .,. 
weather in the Mi~est" unpredictable. 

what's going to happen. 

sort of like the 

You never know 

But I'm so pleased that I was, once again, in-

vited and once aga~this gre~meeting was called to my 

attention. There}s no place I'd rather be, to be very 

frank with you, than with you. - I know that you have 

a heavy program, I know that . your Officers ~ seen our 

President.- I know that this is your 17th Annual Banquet, 

and I have attended several of them. 
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I've been the guest of my fellow members of AHEPA on 

several occasions when you've been ~e in the Nation's 

Capitol. When I served in the United States Sena~ I 

had looked forward last year to being able to get to 

Greece for your great international meeting. I believe 

it was in August, if I recollect properly. But Mike 

w=--~~ Manatos just wouldn't let me go. Everytime M~&X 

about ready to go, he'd have another bill tht the 

President told him just had to be passed. And I 

never could quite understand why they thought I 

ought to stay here. I guess they jut thought that it 

looked better if they had the Vice President around. ___ 

But I wartEd very much to go, and I belie~~v-~-'-----------
~' tht you did s~ away, didn't you? ;.5es, I had 

to make a pledge to~ Hart) b ~.Jill! 4residing 

~fficer of the SenatE that I would not let a @! 5 1 > the Senate, 

vdE on a ;;~ important measure in whih the Senator from 

Michigan,~ Hart~was interested, while he was gone. r( of 
So he carried the greetings/our Nation, he carried the 

greethgs of so many friends to so many of our other 

friends at that meeting if. flhff.s~ ~nd_how well I know 

he performed h:is duty an~~y. 
Let me just say a very few words, and then 

I must run 

being 

great organization. 

I hope that you will forgive me for 

gues.am very proud of this 

I've been very pleased and proud of the 

privilege that was mine when I was Mayor of the City of 
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Minneapolis, toJe affiliated with the Order of AHEPA. 

This is a great ~ternal body; and its sister body ~the 
~ 

Daughters of Penelope is an equally fine and distinguished 
r"\ 

and great sorority. I ' ve attended so many gatherings in 

the Mid West which is my part of the country, that I 

always feel very much at home in the presence ofth~/ 
our friends. I know hew long you have worked for so 

many good things in our country. 

I know of the deep dedication of the member-

ship of this organization to the highest qualities of 

America~tizenship . I know of your deep concern to 

improve our Immigration Laws. And may I just say quite 

frankly, I doubt that those laws would have been improved 

had it not have been f~r ~ effective work of organizations 

like ~A. It;.'t!f=ause we had~resident who d"j ••* 
wan~e~e !Rt Q?OF«&Z& immigration laws made more humane 

~more just. 

can look back over the 

I think~ir to say that you 

records of Presidents and find that 

" they did understand 

changes to make our 

humane. 

and they did recommend appropriate 

laws just and fa'~ equitable and 

How well I remember that when I served in the 

Senat~ I worked alon~ide ~men like the late and beloved 

Sen;;{c;r Herbert L~an of New York, our late and beloved 

President John Kennedy when he was Senator. 

And I recall that it was my privilege to be co-sponsor 

on those immigration bills, or ft&M8 e,aRttr 3_.- just a 

sponsor. 
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Time after time we tried. I recall that 

when President Kennedy was Senator, that I was the 

main spoyr ~ one year, and he, the co-sponsor. 

And in the next Congress, he'd be the main sponsor 

and I'd be the co-sponsor. ,~ ~ 
eott, ilbwt!V@£1 IE Wbfked &i!ft. j/!l!lle./Ven he 

became Preside~he presented the legislatio:;~Ha~ 

but we just didn't have the votes. You simply 

hadn't convinced enough people, as yet. 

And then, when President Johnson succeeeded 

President Kennedy after that tragic day, the President 

of the Uni~ States promised that he would, as he 

said,i' ntinue the efforts that had been initiated 
and beloved 

by th late/President Kennedy." He said in that 

~ famous address when he took over the rei~-s of 

government, "Let us continue." And he pledged 

as Mike will recall, that every item on that 

program would be passed if he could do anything about 

it. 

And in the 88th Congre~ tremendous effort 

was made to complete that program~Then came the 

famous 89th Congress. Congress, President 

Lyndon 

Immigrati. on Act. 

Senate. 
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And I know that John Brademas~an~ 

Congressman Frasier introduced the same in the House 

along with many others, Manny ~ller of New York - oh 

my goodness~~so manyrt~were involved in 

it. 'Y 
And because of the work of dozens of great 

organizations cutting across tlE great ethnic base of ,.,-
America, the different religious groqs~Catholic, 

Protestant til/' Jewish~d Greek Orthodox, the great 

fraternal)groups of our country of many different 

nationalities Mka groups~ ~inally, America was 

awakened and the Congress 4:sponded to Presidential 

leadership. b 
And I will never forget tha~nday up at 

Liberty Island. I'm sure, Your Eminence, that you 
Sunday so well....;-

remember that XRMARHXSBB~x Liberty Island, when 

the President of the United States affixed his signature 

to the New Immigration Act of 1965.~-*fh::-was the day 

~ America cleansed its conscience. That was the day 

W1en we started to judge people as people. That was the 

day when fairness and equity was put back into our laws. 

There are men here in your miSt tonight, in 

the Congress of the United States, men whom I have ~ 

mentioned, many names~ret to say. ~tM ~ngressman 
at yotr table tonight' B s th¥ because*'/believef 
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with you in fairness and justice. The you 

tonight, you can rest assured) 

"' helped make America what it is - the land of the 

free and the home of the brave. That's the kind of a 

coun~ that this is. 

Now Ladies and Gentleman, I lave always thought 

that we were the most fortuate and blessed people in the 

world. The Good Lord had given much to this Nation. 

Because we have received so much and we have Jbmu~ ~ 
expected of us. In these trying days when there are 

less forturute people at home and abroad, those of us 

who are most fortunate have a special moral obligation 

to the less fortunte. And may I say with great candor 

and frankness that where the forces of tyranny seek to 

dominate and to conquer, now as in other days, this land 

af ours and the people of this Nation stand guardian on the 

ramparts of Freedom. 

It has always been so in our history. I know of 

no Nation that has given so much and expected so little as 

the United Stres of America, my fellow Americas. 

You and I know that many a country has been put 

to the test. Greece, not longago, less than 20 years ago, 
~ 

was faced w:it h x:a~riiDRixJ!l~DRiXM 

~are, terroi,t.~ry. 
terrible problems') War 

~the Greek Government and the Greek _,..,.... people ._..,-. 

the overwhelming majorit~tood firm,) stood firm in their 

conviction and their dedication to their county and their 

commitment to their religious faith, the commitment to 
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their 

/history. And with the aid of the United States of America 

Greek freedom , Greek democracy was preserved. It was 

being attacked then as others are no~ by those who 

would destroy freedom. Only in this instance, that I 

speak of, it was in Europe. 

And because free people stood united, and 

because they were people who had confidence and faith 

and determination and will, freedom and independence 

in Greece were ~reyrved}f was mighty close to being 

destroyed. ~JI,ten tiE f"f/ f Corrurnmist force was 

stopped on the border, llft~u and I know the record of 

th !II: hi story) when no longer could the suppli e/ ' d •4 
material ~ men come through the border from Yugo-

Slavia into Greece, the Greeks were anle to maintain their 

position and maintain their freedom. 

What was called a "civil War" was put down. 

It wasn't really a civil war, ift was an attack upon the 

independence and the freedom of a» a nation. My fellow 

Arneric~t me tell you from this rostrum tonight,~ 
~J:m~our Government speaks of now, and all this Nation 

asks now, is that the aggressor in South Viet Nam, the 

aggressor from the North, cease his aggression . And we 

say to him as we have said to others that aggression shall 

not be the pattern of international conduct. The aggressor 

shall not be rewarded. 
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And we say to . j 1 Communism as we had to say to it in 

Europe, that you shall not~. hieve your political objectives 

by the use of brute force~u wish political powe~ 

~ 5 tb ee how many electiot .. SJJ~n. No 

nation has gone Communist through the ~~ box," 

dear friends. Communism has only gained its objectives 

through sheer forc~st sheer, brute force. I ha~ 
no worries as to what a free election will mean in any 

cw ntry. I know tm t if there are free elections per

mitted to peopl:>~ they will not choose the path of 

totalitarianism. They will not choose the path of 

despotism. They ~1 chase the path of freedom and 

independence•.,a)'ou know it, and I know it. And we ~ 
o\.l.!lt never to be concerned about it. \ ~ \ \ /'-'j/ 

&. I've heard many times • 
. ,., ' '-~--

is our objective in South East Asia? I'll tell you what 

it is. We seek to prevent the success of aggression. 

Why? Because aggression unleashed is aggression un-

checked. Aggression that is permitted to move forward 

without restraint or check will consume all in its 

~United States of America is not in South 

Viet Nam tonigh;Jjust because of a piece of geography. 

Nor is it there simply because of a regime or a government 

in Saigon, even though~at would be enough. Nor is it 

there simply because o~what may happen to a village or 

a hamlet, even though that would be enough. We are 

there becaus e of a principle. We mppen to believe that 
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internationaliElations should be conducted on the basis 

of reason and not force. We happen to believe in the 

rule of law amongst nations, not the rule of jungle. We 

have learned our lessons, and we've learned them well. 

We've learned that appeasement does not bring peace. 

And we've learned that when the totalitarian uses force, 

there's only one thing you can do: you nn.1st stand up 

against it. And defeat it. 

We seek to conquer no one. We seek no 

territory. We seek no bases. We seek no benefits. And 

you know it. And the Arrerican people shouldklow it. 

we do seek is peace. And what we seek is a chance to help 

other people build a better life. What we seek is more 

justice for mankind. What we seek is an opportunity for 

children. What we seek is compassion for the elderly and 

the sick. What we seek is real peace. The peace of 

education, the peace of a man's ownership of his own 

property, the peace of a person being aiud able to live 

out his life iJn.anquility and justice. We 

to dominate anJone,for conquer anyone. We seek 

no regime. But we do seek to five a world in which people 

can build their own lives. 
'~ 

And when I hear people sa~ we want peace, 

may I say hat there is no nation on the face of this 

earth that has given more in the cause of peace than the 

United States of Arrerica. 



tomorrow morning, my 

fellow Americans. can be peace tmight if someone 

will come from the capitol of North Viet Narn and Hanoi 

and say "Let us sit down at the conference table and 

negotiate peace." It can be had. 

But let the word be understood clearly: there 

is no pCM? r on the face the 

United States of Americ 

end to dliver us from this difficulty is for the American 

people to make it clear tla: we ls. ve the will and the 

determination and the resources to do what needs to 

be done to restore peace in South East Asia. 

So I leave you with what our children often 

recit~ My children are now going in~ the second generation, 

grand children, thank goodness, - /ou know when our 

littt"' ne chool, they repeat the~edge of 
,...... 

Alle~ce. That 

children stand up in school and say 

eigance to the Flag of the Unjed States of 

Am eric R~lic for Wl.ich it stands." And 

then comes these words. "One nation, in~sible, under 

God, with liberty, and justice for all." Not two nations, 

not a dVided nation, but a nation that is one in its 
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unity of purpose - indivisible. Not divided on basis 

of group or section, butVndivided, united~t yet, 

a Nation that understands with all ·:pf its power and all 

of its wealth that it is but nothing unless it is a Nation 

of spirit and soul,of 

our place in the great 

purpose under God, re_lognizing A 
a e.r,~ 

Divine Providence. 

scheme of thing;:>as de~ by 

"One Nation, under God, indivisible, with liber-ry 

and justice for all." 

Ever/me of us. And 27' tell you, my 

that that doctrine, th~s~~hose words mean something 

friends, 

m~e than just for America. All over the world those are 
\ \ 'I 

precious words. Liberty and Justice for all. And its 

to those words that AHEPA has given its resources, tts 

manpower, and its dedication. 

And I come here tonight as your Vice President 

to salute you, as patriots, as great people, and as great 

Americans dedicated to everything good in this land. 

Thank you for all that you've done. 

Thank you. 

llllllllllflllllll 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


