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T~anscript of speech by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey to the Minnesota DFL 
Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Saturday, March 19, 1966. 

Thank you, thank you very much. Thank you Governor Rolvaag, Senator Mondale, Congressman 

Blatnik. I intend to refer to you a little later, Senator Mondale, to even the score. 

Lieutenant Governor Keith, Attorney General Bob Mattson, Secretary of State JOe Donovan, 

our Railroad and Warehouse Commissioners that have been introduced to you tonight, Paul 

Rasmussen, Hjalmar Petersen and Ron Anderson. These leaders in the legislature, Fred Cina, 

Paul Thuet and the members of the legislature that are with us tonight and my good friends 

of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor party in Minnesota and others that have come here to join us 

tonight. I am under some restraints as you can well understand this is a party of frugality 

and prudence. This is a party of limited resources and Mr. Farr, our State Chairman, along 

with the Governor has reminded me that all of these occasions are rather costly and that I 

should confine my remarks to the prescribed period of time purchased from the television 

station and that I should not be telling any jokes because they can hear them from Bob Hope 

free and why pay for them from Humphrey. Which reminds me, Governor, I had a letter from 

Bob Hope just yesterday, he made very much the same journey to the Far East that I did and 

we were comparing notes. I told him that as I looked over his entourage that with the ex-

ception of my Muriel, his looked a little better than mine. This occasion I wish could be 

witnessed by every person in this state of eurs. This wonderful Minnesota, because this is 

a magnificent audience, happy people. We have a delightful evening with one of America's 

greatest comedians, a really wonderful soul, Jimmy Durante and his entertainment and his 

friends. John Adams once said that America was blessed by the spirit of public happiness. 

Then he went on to define it that it was a spirit of joy in the participation of self-

government. And I must say that when I look out over this audience and know that people here 

have worked so hardfi>r self government, progressive governmen~ for humanitarian government, 

that I am constrained to say the definition that John Adams gave to the spirit of public 

happiness is found right here in this audience tonight. I am going to speak to you seriously 

this evening even though many times I am tempted to just enjoy the evening of good fun and 

happy words but we ought to gather together not only for the purposes of entertainment and 

fellowship but for the purposes of education or at least information. It is always been my 

view that a man that has been elected to public office should not only serve the constituents 

he should not only seek advice and counsel from many sources and ultimately, of course, make 

his own decision but he must also be an educator. At least he should try to lead and to inform 

if he is privileged to have sources of information that may for the moment give him some ad-

vantages and tonight because it is my privilege, to have all the information that is available 

to your government about the world in which we live about the American position in this wo rld 

I thought I would talk to you just a little bit about where we are and where we are going. I 

travelled a long way this past year and I have had the nation's number one tour director 

setting up my itinerary, too~ I want you to know. President Johnson, on three occasions this 
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year since December 27th has asked me to journey to Asia and on two of those occasions, 

Mrs. Humphrey, Muriel, journeyed with me as Chairman of the Space Council. I haven't as yet 

been launched into outer space. There are some that think it would be a good idea but I have 

seen a good bit of this old earth of ours and just between us, most of us are going to have to 

do most of our work here. I travelled some 150,000 miles by air since I have been Vice Presiden 

and much of that bas been in Asia this past year. Tonight, I want to talk to you about what is 

happening in Asia. A continent which to many seems to be far away and remote. But in our time 

is really very close at band. Confucious said that if a man take no thought about what is 

distant, be will find sorrow near at band. Ponder those wise words. Certainly that is the 

lesson of the 20th Century. No nation, no continent can any longer be considered distant, 

from any other. My generation bas bad good reason to remember these lessons and to remember 

the words of Neville Cbamberlai~ for example. Speaking of Czekoslovakia on the eve of World 

War II when free nations did not see the necessity of meeting the aggressor but rather of 

appeasing him and be described the situation in Czekoslovakia in these words "a quarrel in 

a remote country among people of whom we know nothing." It wasn't very remote and we did 

know a good deal about Czekoslovalia but we did nothing and we paid a price and I have heard 

the conflict in Vietnam described almost in the same words, a far away place. Words which 

seem to overlook the fact that we are living in the super•sonic age, the space age, the nuclear 

age, when any aggression any armed attack carries with it the seeds of wider war. Now why are 

we in Vietnam? We are there, first of all, because of treaties and treaties are the supreme 

law of the land and we are there because of resolutions and actions of the Congress, the 

people's elected representatives and we are there in Vietnam to repel and prevent the success 

of aggression and we are there to help assure the people of South-Nietnam the basic right to 

decide tpeir future to have self•determination and to do so freely and without intimidation 

and we are there to help those people achieve a better standard of living for themselves and 

their posterity and we are there to establish this factthat in this dangerous time, volatile 

t~e, aggression cannot be an acceptable means either of settling international disputes or 

attaining political power or realizing national objectives. And make no mistake about it, 

it is aggression. It is no civil war. It is aggression directed from Hanoi fronted by the 

National Liberation Front and the guerrilla army of the Viet Cong. If aggression is permitted 

to go unchecked, we cannot in good faith hold out much hope for the future for any small 

nation or even for world peace. Now, that is why we are in VietNam. Now• are not there to 

build any empire or to conquer or to dominate any part of the world or to establish military 

bases and we are not there to impose a way of life or a form of government on anyone. We are 

not there to widen the conflict. We seek no escalation or to provoke or attack any sovereign 

power or even to destroy any regime. Unless we forget it, the greatest part of this struggle 

is not being waged by us but by South Vietnamese. They have suffered much for better than 

ten years and they have been bearning the burden of the battle and making the heaviest sacri

fices. Now we stand beside them and we help them as we do other allies. At present there are 

39 nations standing beside Vietnam providing economic humanitarian and military aid, Australia, 
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New Zealand, Korea and soon the Phillipines are there with their armed forces. But the 

basic struggle is the Vietnamese struggle. The struggle for their military security for 

social and economic development for themselves and for a just peace. But we are giving aid, 

military aid and economic aid and plenty of it. And there are those who say this burden is 

too much for us, too much for this nation to bear, that we are weakening ourselves in other 

places both at home and abroad by allocating men and money in Vietnam. I suggest tonight 

that the facts do not bear out this argument. We have our commitment and we are keeping it. 

But that commitment is being kept well within our resources. 1bday we allocate only 7.6% of 

our total production and wealth to defense compared to about the same figure last year and 

the same the year before. The percentage of the gross national product remains the same in 

the Korean period in the Korean War we had a double allocation towards defense.Almoat 14% of 

our national product and a reality of today is that the American economy is a growing economy 

fully able to meet this test and much more. Since last spring, we have sent over 200,000 men 

to Viet Nam. Yet elsewhere in our world our forces stand strong and combat ready. Make no 

mistake about it, over 3,000,000 men slightly over 200,000 men in South Viet Nam, our forces 

on active and reserve duty athome have been brought up to a high level of performance. Our 

Air power, our nuclear power, our missile power, our polaris power, incredible, nothing to 

compare with it. We know it and the rest of the world knows it. Our enemies know it and 

this is a powerful force and it is the free world's shield of peace. This is a peace force, 

not a war force, it attacks no one, but it defends the entire free world and what about our 

Great Society, our dream of this Great Society must it be set aside? Do we have to make the 

choice guns or butter? I say not. If we are willing to exercise a bit of self•discipline. We 

can have both ammunition and education, we can both resist international aggression and wage 

war on poverty, in fact, we must do both. We will not be able to meet our responsibilities 

or carry out our international burdens unless our resources material and human are developed 

to the utmost. Every American, everyone no matter where he lives, his race, his creed, his 

origin, must be a full productive participant in our society. We need everyone. Now in 

Viet Nam as elsewhere, in this world, we are helping many people and we are helping weak 

societies, new nations work their way toward stability and freedom. And we are doin~ this 

with programs of economic aid, of education and health programs to help them build better cities 

and better farms, programs to strike at the roots of poverty, and ignorance. Now this effort 

is part of our national security.!reedom is indivisable but this program is impossible to carry 

out without an America stronger, richer, better every year. And in the past five years dues 

to the efforts of your government and the private sector this country has been made richer, 

stronger and better. Why? Because we have invested in our natural resources in our people, 

our land, our cities and our economic base and we are determined that our efforts for a 

better and stronger America shall be continued. At the same time, we must bedetermined that 

i d add ~estroy us will not weaken or destroy the inflation that can gnaw at our very nnar s a 



the progress that we've made. Now what of the situation in Viet Nam? There are mothers and 

fathers in this audience tonight, that are concerned. I saw your sons when I was there. 

I visited the armies of Viet Nam, of the United States, of KOrea, of New Zealand, of Australia. 

On the military front, I can report to you, things are better when I came back with that report 

some people said, "Hmnphrey's optimistic". I said, "No, I am encouraged and there is nothing 

wrong with having confidence in the ability of your nation and of your allies." And now I see 

that practically every writer is saying that "Yes, things do look better." We have made great 

progress, substantial progress. Why? Because we have a plan of action, we have the resources 

to carry it out every day, every week, every month. A series of defeats have been inflicted on 

the Viet Cong forces. Our troops are excellent, they are trained, they are brace, they are 

uncomplaining. Three days ago I visited Walter Reed Hospital. I sa~ 200 of our Wounded men. 

Many of them I regret to say, seriously wounded. Not one complained and every man being re-

leased asked me to help him go back to Viet Nam without exception. And this has been the case 

when Mrs. Humphrey and I were at Clark Air Base Hospital in the Phillipines, it was what I 

saw when I was inVietnam and Saigon. Mothers and fathers you'll be interested to know that 

the rescue teams that take up our wounded are doing phenomenal work. And the medical care of 
our troops is unbelieveably good •••• miraculously good. Only 1 out of a 100 perish. 1 out of 

a 100. In WOrld War I it was 8 to 9 out of a lOO ••• in World War II 5 out of a lOO ••• in the 

KOrean War 3 out of 100, now I out of 100 and more get to the hospital than ever before. 

These troops are fighting hard and they're not only fighting, they're building schools as 

it was said here tonight. They're helping farmers farm, they're helping teachers teach. 

These are young Americans. Your sons. And in some instances your daughters. They're a 

credit to this nation. You ought to be very, very proud of them. Very proud. 

There are ~any other factors which give me this restrained encouragement and optimism. 

New ports--better communications. The Viet Cong defectors--tremendous increase in fire power 

and mobility. Never have we been able to move troops so fast. And when I hear people compare 

what is happening there now with what happened with the French ••• it's like comparing two cen-

turies with this century ••• two centuries past. This nation has more helicop~ers today in 

Vietnam than all the rest of the world have put together. This nation has fire power today 

in in VietCong that makes anything we had before look second rate. You can't compare. It's 

a different war, too. The defection rate of the Viet Cong indicates I think what is happening 

to their morale. Defectors at the rate of 2000 per month while I was in Saigon. In short we 

have reason to be encouraged by the military situation. But my fellow .Americans the struggle 

in Vietnam is not merely a military struggle. If it were only that, than I would have no doubts 

at all as to the outcome. It is a political struggle. It .is an economic struggle. It is a 

social struggle. So we have to wage two wars at once. We must win two victories at once. We 

must defeat aggression. When I say we, I mean the allies. We must defeat social misery; and 

we must help win a social revolution ••• and build a whole new society. This is a difficult and 

demanding task. Now you know I like to visit with people and I didn't change when I was in Asia. 



- ~ 
! · talked with presidents and prime ministers; with generals and admirals and even the King 

of Thailand. But I talked with ordinary people as well--labor leaders, teachers, educators, 

the peasants in the rice paddies--workers and boatmen on the Mekong River and farmers on the 

wheat plains oi the Punjab. And little children. And the people of Asia want just what you 

want. They want some dignity and some respect and they want a better standard of living and 

some security and some peace. I stress this because from time to time people talk about 

Asians as if they were living on a different planet •• and an entirely different people. Now 

it's not the people that are so different ••• it's their history. And it's the present circum

stances that are different. Many of these people have lived under colonial rule for ages. 

They suffered economic exploitation and the indignities of second class citizenship in their 

own country. Some of these nations had only received their independence when they were set 

upon by communist guerrialas; like what happened in the Philippines with the Hucks. And 

like what's happening again with the resurgence of Asian communism. You see democracy doesn't 

come out of thin air. It grows slowly over the years. And democracy doesn't flourish where 

there is poverty, hunger and disease, and illiteracy. And this is true in Asia as well as 

Vietnam. And that's why I went on this journey ••• to emphasize we want to wage the other war •• 

the war against~cial misery ••• the war against injustice, the war against discrimination--the 

kind of war we wage here at home ••• the war against poverty. But, oh, how I long to see this 

war discussed by the people. Every day the headlines are about the killing. Every day the 

photographs are about the pain and suffering on the battlefield. And how little do we read 

about the thousands and thousands of people that are saving lives. The farmers who are 

doubling their production ••• the people in the cities who are finding new skills and new jobs. 

And I've come here tonight to emphasize that part of our struggle. Because the human potential 

for progress in Vietnam and all through Asia is there. These are an industrious people. They 

work hard from sunrise to sunset and they learn quickly. 800,000 have poured out from the 

villages as the Viet Cong have swept through the countryside. And to those who think that 

this country will go communist, if it ever gets a chance for a free election, let me note this 

for you •• that in 800,000 refugees in the past year and a half that have come south under the 

protection of the government of Saigon, none of them have gone notth. They're voting with 

their feet •• since they can't vote by ballots just as the people from East Germany crossed over 

to West Germany--from East Berlin to West Berlin until the wall went up. I've visited the 

refugee project in the slums of the 8th district of Saigon. I wish you could have seen it. 

What a pitiful sight it was ••• even as it was improved. But under the leadership of the 

Vietnamese students, yes, students and refugees themselves ••• over 5000 6f thes.e refugees •• 

have been settled and re-settled and they have converted an abandoned and water-filled 

graveyard into an orderly neighborhood of new homes. Community centers and schools were 

built and local officials have been elected. It was like community action right here. I 

found that over 5000 Vietnamese students had spent two months of their last summer, working 

in the rural ar4as in their summer program ••• doing everything from building schools to taking 

care of the sick • And this project continues on •• it is their own peace corps. University 
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students ••• high school students ••• Buddist students ••• Catholic students ••• all busy ••• in many 

undertakings. Now the leaders of South Viet Nam have pledged themselves to carry through a 

far reaching program of social revolution. I travelled from Honolulu to Saigon with Prime 

Minister Ky and the Chief of Staff General Chu. I'm not sure how stable these governments 

are, but I know these people are committed to social progress. Prime Minister Ky said these 

words to me ••• and I shall never forget them, he said, '~r. President, I know you Americans 

doubt us; I know we are 12 years late in getting under way with these reforms but we are 

not too late." Not too late. And my friends that social reform program is under way even 

as the Viet Cong tries to stop it. Hundreds of people have already been killed because they 

seek to build hospitals and schools and community centers and houses. Sixty-one thousand of 

the Vietnamese rural leaders,gpvernment officials and local government officials--61,000 

have been assassinated since 1958. Is it any wonder that they have problems? 350 some of 

the rural workers have been killed this last year that were recruited to work in therural 

districts. Civilians-not in the military. Not only assassinated, my dear friends, beheaded. 

And yet more volunteer for the work. The dedication, the self-help--it's there.This urge for 

action it's there. And it's not only in Vietnam~ it's in other parts of Asia . Asia has come 

alive. It's awakened. Not only in China, but in India, in Pakistan, in Thailand; country 

after country in the Philippines--Asia has come alive. 

I found the leaders of these free nations were thinking about regional projects. WOrking 

together even as they're jealous of their independence. And they want to take Asian initiativi~. 

They want todo these things but they need our help. I found enthusiastic support for the 

Asian Development Bank. I found great interest for harnessing that Mekong River for the benefit 

of all nations through which it flows. And President Johnson's Hopkins speech, the offer by our 

countryto give generous backing to economic reconstruction in both North and South Vietnam if 

peace can come. And to the Mekong Riber area has given a powerful and fresh impetus to t hese 

projects. Now I went up to visit the Mekong Valley myself. Mind you that river system has 

been there for these many thousands of years and never has it been developed. It has been a 

source of disaster. It has been a source of trouble. Floods and droughts. It!s like the great 

TVA system if it could be developed. And at long last because your government and because the 

United Nations and our government working through the United Nations has a program and a 

project this river system will be developed. The first dam is now under way in Laos. And 

another will be in Thailand and these two dams will tie· together to provide rural electrifi

cation for 8000 farm families in northeast Thailand. Yes, there great rivers-this great river 

system will be developed to provide the electrical energy for all southeast Asia . And blessings 

unheard of can come. But this and everything else I have been talking about depends on the 

achievement and maintenance of peace and security in Southeast Asia. And I saw how important 

peace and security can be. I heard the prime minister of one country tell me as I came to his 

capitol that the whole Mekong River development project would be destroyed unless we QOuld stop 

the Vietnamese troops from coming to that river system on its banks. 
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He said, "Mr. Vice-President, it isn't just my country," he said, "It's the whole area. It is 

at the mercy of aggression and force." And who do you think it was? A neutral. Not a warrior. 

Souvonakuma of Laos. A man that is a neotral. His country is supposed to be guaranteed 

protection. And yet because somebody said you could have a government in which there was 

communist representation, that little country today is beseiged by the Pathet-Lao the Communist 

mrces. And they spend all their time fighting for survival •• while their people starve •• while 

their rice crop was destroyed ••• while their children live in ignorance. Communism is not a 

suvject for academic disoussion in Asia, my friends. It is a matter of life and death. It 

isn't something for you to ponder over in the quiet of your living room or library, it's 

whether or not you're going to be alive the next morning. And these people know it. And 

they're asking for help before it's too late. Now all of this brings home to me a message 

fuat I tried to leave with the American people and I want to leave it with you tonight. The 

American people as well as their leaders need to know a great deal more about Asia in general 

and every country in particular and Communist China, especially. The relationships with that 

nation with its 750 million people--the relationship of that nation with her neighbors in 

Asia and the Pacific is a mattet of great concern. We need to know more about the Chinese 

ideology and behavior because its different from others. And about the operational apparatus 

of Communist parties under Peking influence or leadership. We need to know just more! We 

need to know as much or more about Asia as we do about Europe. And I have a feeling that 

one of the reasons tgere is such misunderstanding in America about our position in Asia is 

because we are Europeans. Because we are European orientated. Isn't it interesting that 

every man in the Congress of the United States and the very leaders in our great America that 

will stand up and tell every American that you must fight to the death for the defense of 

western Europe and, indeed, of West Berlin--100 miles in the desert of oommunism--a city 

that is as difficult-more difficult to defend than any place in southeast Asia, yet, I, too 

say it must be defended. Make no mistake about it. I, too, believe in collective security 

for western Europe. I, too, believe that we must have NATO and must be united in the de

fense of western Europe. But we stand for collective security. We make decisions of life 

and death about western Europe. We've confronted the Soviet Union three times in one decade 

three times that coul d have lead to nuclear war in western Europe. And we haven't hardly 

had a ripple of descent or argument inrAmerica. My fellow Americans, we can't be a world leader 

with a half world knowledge. You can't be a world leader and only want to lead in western 

Europe and Latin America and you cannot get yourselves labeled that the ondy people you are 

willing to die for are the whites. And think tb over. What is it that makes aggression in 

western Europe more intolerable than in Asia? Are we saying that we are unwilling to keep our 

commitments for the brown and the yellow peoples? But only for the white people? I hope not! 

But some wonder. And some have asked. So I suggest that we need to know a whole lot more 

~ut Asia because it's Asia that may very well determine if we are to have a free world or not. 

And we need to know more so that we may act and make wise decisions. Both in our national in-
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terest and in the interest of humanity. Now China looms large on that map of Asia. And 

I found most of China's neighbors concerned about its aggression--its actions and its in

tentions. You don't have to ask anybody in India whether China is an aggressor. They know. 

And my fellow Americans, poverty stricken India today has to give a far larger share of its 

entire revenues to the maintenance of 23 divisions of Indian troops on the Chinese frontier. 

Why? Because Asian Chinese communism is peaceful? No! Because India has been the subject 

of attack and aggression two times in five years. She knows. 

Nor did I find one single leader in Asia that questioned our presence in Viet Nam. Some 

had some concern whether we should do this or do that--but not one recommended that we should 

withdraw. Not one! And many knew that it was a matter of their own survival that we stay. 

Now since I've returned, I've spoken of the need to face up to the aggression in Asia and to 

contain Chinese Communism in its military and its aggressive thrusts. Just as we were once 

compelled to contain Soviet Communism, without isolating Russia. So we must achieve the con• 

tainment of Asian Communism, without isolating the Chinese people. Last week on the Meet the 

Press, I recalled America's traditional friendship with the Chinese people. Why the churches 

of this land sent hundreds, yea, thousands of missionaries to China and our Universities educated 

thousands of young Chinese and they're in China now. Bnd I ask that we remember it and urge 

we seize every opportunity to maintain those little threads of friendship with the people. Was 

it just another TV pronouncement? Did anybody listen? I think so. And apparently so. Some at 

home and I know abroad. Because lhe Peoples' Daily, the leading Chinese Communist political 

organ went so far as to admonish its readers and the members of the party--I quote--to "Maintain 

the utmost vigilence" concerning me, the Vice President of the United States. They were worried. 

So I welcome the President's action of last week in openipg up travel to the mainland of 

China for our scholars. The trouble is, China insists on isolating herself. She has not 

accepted those scholars or our journalists, or our doctors, or our medicines. All of which we havf 

offered in years past. It isn't because we have any lack of contact with China, my friends, 

because every week in Warsaw, we sit down with the Chinese ambassador. And the conversation 

opens with these words: "Mr. Ambassador of the United States of America, when you are prepared 

to give us Formosa, Tiawan, we will then talk. Until then, we do not talk." And we must say 

quite candidly that the United States of America that has a treaty that was ratified by the 

Senate of the United States with only one dissenting vote, that that ~eaty of mutual assistance 

and mutual defense does not permit us to give away anybody else's freedom and, particularly, 

the freedom of the Formosan people and the people of Tiawan. And we are not about ready to give 

away anyone's freedom to any Communist power. Make no mistake about it. But I welcome the 

initiative of our President and I welcome the hearings in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

--the hearings on the whole subject of Asia and China policy. That's what these committees are 

for, to air these subjects to get the people to think--to think out loud and even to instill 

some controversy about them. And I'm pleased to see what a favorable reaction all of this has 

had in the press. 
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nad in the press. 

Now my friends, many people wonder, will there be peace? That question cannot only 

be answered only in Washington. Your government wants peace. I was sent on a peace mission. 

Governor Harriman was sent on a peace mission. Arthur Goldberg went on a peace mission. The 

Pope has sought to get peace for us. Yugoslavia heading the 17 non-aligned nations has 

sought to help us get peace. The British Commonwealth Nations has sought to help us get 

peace. Many people have pleaded for peace. Adn we stand ready to go to the Conference 

Table tomorrow morning! If we can get but one offer of peace. But it has been rejected. 

It has been rejected. When I see people we say we want peace in Vietnam. I say, this is 

the prayer of the President~ th~ is the prayer of the Vice President, this is the hope and 

prayer of the Secretary of State, of the entire government of the United States. We Want 

Peace! We Want The Chance To Have Peace! But regrettably, the history of mankind is filled 

with violence, and war, and disaster. Yet man does continue to reach out for the sta rs ••• 

the stars of justice, of freedom, of peace. Peace is the absence of war. But my dear friends, 

it is more than that. Preace is not negative, it's positive. It's the development of a 

productive economy and we're working for that. Peace is the enrichment of human resources. 

So, that when we speak of peace in Southeast Asia, we're speaking of progress, not paralysis. 

We're speaking of schools and textbooks and universities and training institutes. And we're 

speaking of health clinics, and hospitals and doctors and medicine. And we're speaking of 

modern agriculture, and housing and jobs. And we're speaking of stable government, elected 

government. These are some of the elemtns of peace •• that give meaning to that precious word. 

And it is to these goals of peace that we have directed our resources and we must continue 

to direct our energies. If the terrio~e sacrifices of war to have any meaning at all, I know 

that in achieving these goals we haven't set ourselves any easy task. I would be the la~t person 

to tell you that this will be over soon, or easily. It will be long and costly. The problems 

are immense. The difficulties are almost beyond human calculation. But the task and responsi-

bilities of the most powerful nation on the face of the earth cannot and will not be easy. We 

shouldn't expect it. We are a great nation and any ordinary people ca do what is possible. A 

great nation does what some people think is impossible and we're capable of doing it. So, in 

the meantime, while we seek peace and we shall pursue it relentlessly. 

I went to nine countries and spoke to the leaders of those countries and urged them to use 

their good offices in seeking peace ••• asked them to help •• ! even asked Mr. Kosygin, the Chairman 

of Councils of Ministers of the Soviet Union. I have met with him ore than any other American. 

I have talked with him. And our relations with the Soviet Union are of grave concern to us 

because we seek to improve those relations. And,fortunately, thus far there has been a sense 

of balance and reasonableness in both places. And we shall make it our business to try to 

maintain that attitude. But in the meantime when there is no peace, let it be clearly under-

stood that we do not withdraw, we do not retreat, we do not quit. Adn we shall assi$t ~ ~he : £ree 

nations of Asia to strengthen themselves and to resist aggressio • We do not know there our 

efforts may lead. But we do know this, we do know what would lie - in store should have reason 
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to believe that aggression paid. Or should any people believe that the door to the 

outside world might be forever barred to them. As we tonight consider the hard task and 

challenges withich I've mentioned to you--and they are hard--and it's going to take a brave 

people to bare them~ let us not underestimate the strength that we have. Don't sell your-

selves short. Artd much of our strength is in our spirit and not merely in our goods. We 

must exemplify that spirit of strength ••• without being belligerent •• withou6 being bellicose •• 

without being arrogant ••• but being resolute •• and being firm ••• and being compassionate. 

Uarry Truman inspired us many times. He did many things people thought couldn't be 

done, and Harry Trumangave me the words that I'd like to use to close, this meeting as far 

as I'm concerned tonight. He's a great American. He has a sense of the history of this 

nation and its destiny. And here's what he said of this America and our America ••• "It is 

not our nature to shirk our obligations. We have a heritage that constitutes the greatest 

resources of this nation. I call it the spirit and charaeterrof the American people." 

A1, d my fellow Americans, it is that spirit a d that character which in the words of 

Abraham Lincoln is the last best hope on earth ••• the hope for peace for mankind." 

Thank you. 
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JEFFERSON-JACKSON DAY Dl NNER 

Ml NNEAPOLI S, Ml NNESOTA 

MARCH 19, 1966 

I have been traveling a great deal this year. As 

Space Council, 

I haven't yet been launched into outer space4 But I 

have seen a good bit of this earth of ours -- in so_me 

250, 000 miles of air travel~~~ .. ~ V • f· 
~ A good part of that mileage was logged during my 

three missions to Asia in recent months- ~-4-. _.,.... 
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what is distant, he wi II find sorrow near at hand. •• 

},_ Certainly that is the lesson of the 20th Century. 

j 1 ......, 1 ; we na1te IM 1101r w ut lout, 1 

nation ••. no continent 

can any longer be distant rom any other. 

j My generation has good reason to remember the 

words of Neville Chamberlain, speaking of Czechoslovakia 
a,.,JJ,a~ ... ~.jo~~-ru"'~ 

on the eve of World War I~ when he described a "quarrel ~ 
in a remote country among people of whom we know 

notting." 
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and I have heard the conflict in Vietnam descr i bed t oday 
=m.e J • 

i n j ust about tho s ~fro~ word~ -- words which overlook the fact 

that we live in an age of s~er-sonic ~A§~~ - the Sfaf~~si -

t~~ as!: ... ~pu,cj.~r wea~ons - an ag~ when ~~~-·~'Itt" 
carries with it the seeds of wider war. 

~~ ... ,41W'IJ!Pi•Wi)....,.l 

' ..... -~..,..-. ~--- .,.._ 
~ We are in South Vietnam to repel and prevent the 

success of aggression against the government and the people 

of that country. ~t:t.~~¢i;.tf/:f4-~ 
~We are there to help assure the South V1etnamese people 

the basic right to decide their own futures, freely and without 

intimidation. 

~We are there to help those people achieve a better 

standard of living for themselves and their children. 

in 

_. agression cannot be an acceptable means 

either of settling internation al- di spute .. o f attaining power 

... or of realizing national objective~ 
a · :rrW<1 ·run JiB" 
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l..tor if aggression is permitted to go unchecked, we 

cannot in good faith hold out much hope for the future 

of small nations or of wo~ld pesa~:., 

/. This is why we are in Vietnam 

/we are not there to build an empire •.. to ~4\.
-fo exercise domination over that part of the world . . . ,., 

to establish military bases.{ We are not there to impose 

a government or way of life on other peoples. We are 

-
not there to widen the conflict . . . to provoke or attack 

any sovereign nationJH:fo~ 44uf , 

J 
of the struggle is being waged by the 

burden of battle, 
tr .. 



But the basic struggle is theirs -- the struggle for military 

security, for social and economic development, and for a 

just peace. 

L We are giving aid: military aid and p~l_itical/ecp_noiJ.!iC/ 
social aid..,. 

~e are those who say that this burden is too great 

for our nation to bear . . . that we are weakening ourselves 

in other J21aces -- both cbroad and at home -- by allocating ........ 
men and money to Vietnam. 

i,_ I suggest that the facts do not bear out this argum_!lnt. 

Yes, we have made a commitment in Vietnam. But 
"' tr · CD 

that commitment is being met well within our resources .. 

l._Today we allocate some 7. 6 per cent of our Gross National 

Product to defense ~ -- about the same as last year 

and the year before. 



@ 
Ca :,a: " .&the Korean war perio!) \' s our 

defense were running almost 14 per cent of 

our GNP • .. 
( The reality of today is that our American · economy is a 

growing economy fully able to meet this test~~ 

" Si nee last spring we have moved 200, 000 men ~ 
10,000 miles to Vietnam. Yet elsewre re in the world our 

forces stand strong and combat-read ---

~ 

)11U~~~ 
Atlantic --

,., 
~d efficiency than ever 

ave been brought to better level of 
a . -!1'!,... 

any previous American military forces. 

We know it and the rest of the world knows it. This 

powerful force is the free world 1s shield of peace. d-.t-4 (J... 
~uu _ M~~~ -tt 

I ( (, H.o 
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A And what about our Great Society at home? Must 

it be set aside because of Vietnam? Do we face a choice 

of guns or butter? 't- ~ 

}.1 say not-1~~tWf ~· 
We can have both ammunition and education . . . ~ ~-

international ,!99!e~i!!n anl;:t' again! 

poverty. 

~In fact, we must ~both. 
fer ••• AMtlitll! I~ will not be able to meet~ 

. . .., tuW 
responsibi lityand carry • international burdens unless 

our resources -- both our material and human resources --
a - = --
are developed to the utmost. 

~ ... IJIIIIIIIIJ ...... ~~~Mtlfi 
~American citizen be a~ and productive partidpant 

in our American society_ W .f._ 4iiiJ. J.#tW~ .... 

-r ~ 
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L In Vietnam -- and elsewhere in the world -- we help W.u./( 

~fragile young societies work their way toward stability and 

. • . with programs of education and • health 

. . . programs to create better cities and countrysides ..• - ... -
programs to strike at the roots of poverty and ignorance .• 

- . • -...... •tl~- -

~This effort is impossible without America made better 
--·- • s ~ 

and stronger here at home.-
~ ., -

{)Mi) In the past five years our country has been made~) 

d 

vested in it. 



-t We~sted in our national resources -- our people, 

our land, our cities, our economic base and, 
.....,.,~ .. 1 & II - -·~a~ tP!NiNJ?M. 

~We are determined that our efforts for a better and 

stronger America shall continue. 

~At the same time, we must be determined that inflation 

will not weaken us or destroy the progress we have madew 

I -~ 
~~~Now, what of the situation as of today in Vi;f~~~72 
~ On the military front/ things are better! We have 

made substantial progress in the past few months 1~e have 

a plan of act!9n - daily, ~kly, offensive action. 

.( A series of de£eats have been inflicted on main force 

units of the Viet C ong and North Vietnamese soldiers. 

~ Our troops are exc ellent - tough, trained, brav e, 
--. - • =;=w a 

uncomplaining _-

~hey fight hard and then go out to help the people -

rebuild and protect the villages. ~e.~~ k I'-'~ c.A J... 

'1~· 

l 
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J. Allied forces have been able to move in on Viet Gong 

strongholds which had previou sly been immune to attack. 

J... We have been able to open up stretches of highway 

and rai I road which the Viet Cong had long contrdled •• 
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Viet Cong and North Vietnamese casualities il 'IIIL"'It 

have doubled over 1964 and are now running several times 

current allied casualities1 

,<The defection rate for Viet Gong has also increased 

Jc::ep,:QHage cJali&tieLl. Defectors were being received at 

a rate of about 2, 000 per month while I was in Saigon. 

~ Defectors report shortages of food and low morale. 

<,........- he accuracy and impact of artillery -
and bombing ha(a, been devastating. 

~In short, we have reason to be encouraged regarding 



iut tiklir 81:!~1!)l)1Z in Viztmwa it& !'lUte !!tum m:t:iit:a:t"1 

Lr,t is · p s!!~lel!t, ' ~eTJ!" Mtd E'!t!Bfimt\ic . . 

~We mus:= fig~ 2 war~ - win 2 victories 

~e must defeat aggression 

J.:: must defeat social miser~~ must help win 

And break this lifelong habit 

while I was in Asia. 

I talked with presidants and prime ministers, with 

generals and admirals. 

But I talked with ordinary people as well -- with 

students, peasants in the rice paddies, workers and their 

trade union leaders, with boatmen on the Mekong River and 

farmers on the wheat plains of the Punjab. 

And the people of Asia want pretty much the same things 

as the people of Minnesota -- human dignity and respect, a 
d . iSf"" ......., tt .y...w# ... W.,..,..~Oz*cb-~ ~ ... 

bette,~ 
5 

~ana~~-~~ li::!;~;!L!,or the~s;.~,y..;s and thei;, ~~ldreV 

and above all -- peace and .¥7.,curity . ...... &. . ........... 
I stress this, because there are people who talk about 

Asians as if they lived upon some other planet. 
*!: ;a., a w m 



~ J:tu,~~~ ~~~~-
IY -lk-~~fui: ~~~ 
y ~,1:;4-+lt,. - I 

~Many of these peoples have experil;_nced genera¥;>ns 

of colonial rule as well. They have suffered economic 

exploitation and the indignity of being second-class citizens _____ ....... . .... 
in the~ ;'!'~ ;?~, ntr~es. k ome of these nations had hardly 

achieved their independence and hoisted their flags before 

_ elite;:- 0,;\'W.U ~~ ftJ ••••••.,,.,_ j 

/.... ' .·· i tr 1 · 

countries fall short of being ideal democracies. 
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Democracy doesn't come out of thin air. It grows 

slowly over the years. 

i.,oemocracy does not flourish where povert~, hun2er, 

disease, and illiteracy prevail -- as they do in much of 
'+""' ... 

That is why 

.., "the other war" -- the war against those ancient 

enemies of ignorance, poverty and disease. { ~HJJJ.!11So 
hing 

he human potential for 

progress ~there. These are i ndustrous people, accustomed 

to hard work from sunrise to sunset. They are quick to 

learn new ski lis and to put them into practice . .... 

J.~~"" ,~~~~J 
~~~~~~~--



District of Saigon• Under the leadership of Vietnamese 

students, a group ·of refugees there had converted an 

abandoned and waterfilled graveyard into an orderly 

neighborhood of new homes• A community center and 

a school were being built, and local officials had been .. 
elected. It was just like a community action program 

here at home .. 

L I found that over 5000 Vietnamese students had spent 

the two months of their school vacation last year in what 

they called a Summer Youth Program. They had gone out 

to every corner of the country and set to work building 

viUage schools and housing for refugees and helping with 

training projects of all sorts. It was the Vietnamese 

equivalent of our domestic Peace Corps. 



, .~ 

University students, high school students, Buddhist 
_. nn~o.MTT" *·8 .,.. _., __ 1 t Jl'iiW • · _ lt .. 

students, Catholic students are all actively at work through 
..... 2 . .. .,....... • - . . . ... 

their organizations in simi tar undertakings. z . "' . ··---·---·-·--·-- ' 
There is high hope for the future in these 1ne you 

people. Indeed, on of the best measures of wh 

Government of Viet am is making real progress 

whether it can attr t and hold their suppo/~an enthusiasm. 

At the Honolu Conference, Pre ier Ky an his 

colleagues solemnly committed the 

I know that 

to translate these o · words into concrete actions 
i 

a long talk with about this while we were flyi 

Honolulu to aigon together -- and that takes a g d few 

hours, He said to me: 



in getting under way with these reforms, but we are not 

too lat." 't~~W~-~~~ 
AAMr~ e 

is d;dication tq .~~.lf- Q£1p, this urge for action, 

is not unique to Vietnam. 

found that the leaders of all the free nations were thinking 
...- .. 

and talking in regional terms -- in terms of Asian initiatives 

to deal with the common problems of Asia. 

l.. I found enthusiastic support for the new Asian 

Development Bank. I found keen interest in the harnessing 
p vn· s n-

of the Mekong River for the benefit of all the nations and 

peoples through which it flows. ' The President's Johns 

Hopkins spe,;.ch -- an9 the offer by the ~nit~d, States to. 

give generous financial backing to this proj~t -- have 
= 

given it a fresh and powerful impetus. ·-·-
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L I visited the Mekong Valley myself. I saw with my 

own eyes the enormous potential for human welfare and 

progress that exists there. 

~· But this -- and everything else I have been talking 

about -- de ends upon the achievement and maintenance 
~.....-...~ ~ 

of __peace an? security in S2!Jt !;!.~~st .Asia. ~ ~ IJJ,~ 
That brings me to my final theme -- GiMMuniui ti1Miliw 

The American people, as well as their leaders, need to know 

l 

more about Asia in general and Communist China in particular: 

the relationships of that nation with her neighbors in Asia 

and the Pacific; the nature of Chinese Communist ideology and 

b ehavior; and the operational appar atus of Communist parties 

under Peking leadership or influence. 

We need to know as much --- or more 
tz T 

about Asia as we do 

about Europe. 

k can ' t be a w~rld 1;~2,:'r - with a half world knowledge(, 

We must know more about Asia, so that we can act ana make 

wise decisions, bo th in our own national interest and in th~ 

interest of humanity. ~ 



If 

• ~ looms large upon the map of Asia, and it looms large in 

the minds of all its neighbors. 

Chinese communism is still in its early messianic 
·m m , ww 

utlive in recent years. I found most of China's neighbo 

en ui nely concerned about its acti<?.!)j and intentions. 
~~---.Wiltk! L~~ 

Since I returnedg I have spoken of the need to 

-.- just as we contained Soviet communism without isolating 
a •• • C::!>u ;.. 

.Ru~ial we must achieve the containment of Asian communism 

without isolating the Chinese people. 
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~ Last week I recalled America's traditional friendship 

with the Chinese people, and urged that we seize every 

opportunity to maintain it. 

Was anybody listening over there? Apparently so. 

The Peoples Daily, the leading Chinese Communist newspaper, 

went so far as tC)admonish its ~e~ers -- and I quote -

to "maintain the utmost vigilance'' concerning 

lively react1 

~ I welco 

up travel to 

t I thought we s 



The history of mankind is one filled with violence, 

-· -··-= war and disaster. ~Yet man continues to reach for the stars 
- - ~J ---
tge sta..;s of ~stic.e, of fres:dop and of E.ec;c;,;. 

Yes, peace is the absence of war. But p~ is more. 

P;;ac~ is the development of a productive economy~ 

the enrichment of human resources. 

Peace is ....,._, 

So when we speak of peace in Southeast Asia, we are 

speaking of P.rogre_ss
1 

-- not paralysis .l::_e are speaking of 

schools and textbooks and universities and training institutes. 
- · _. - C)INlC) 

Lwe are speaking of health and hgspita~s and ~oct<;r~ .and 
medicine. ~e are s;eaking of modern agriculture, hous~ng and 

_ . , JYesJ we are speaking of stable government, elected 

' -p,llct 
gov

1
ernmeg.t.LThese are the element~~ !!lthat give meaning 

to this precious word. 

It is to all of these goals of peace that we must direct 

our energies and resou~es if the te rible sacrifiees of war 

are to have any meanin at all. 

In achieving these goals, we have not s£f....pursel~s any 

easy task. But the tasks and responsibilities of the most 
te t · &- etrrtfiM'IMr es1 ...,.__._ ., 

powerful nation in the history of the. earth are not ... 

cannot be will not be easy. 
" g • ct - .. 



, 
/. As we tonight consider the hard tasks and challenges 

which face us in the years ahead in distant place~ let us 

not forget the strength we ~ve to face them-e 

I close with the words of President Harry S. Truman: 

"It is not our nature to shirk our obligations. We have a 

heritage that constitutes the greatest resource of this nation. 



INSERT 

\he ~istory of mankind is one filled with 

lence, war and disaster. /Yet man continues to reach for 
------ ~ . .... , 

of justice, of freedom and of peac~. --. . ----!IIIJII'-~ 
the stars -- the stars ... • \ -

i Yes, peace is the absence of war.JBut p!!ce 

~~a..-~.-~~·~;:;e is the development of a productive 

economy. JPeace is the :MJ:alapuat enrichment of human 

- - ·· /...;.- t?t -

is more 1 

resources 



J( It is to all of these goals of peace that we must 

direct our energies and resources if the terrible sacrifices 

of war are to have any meaning at all. 
sr;. 

, ..• ,. - ... r.:•"' ..... -.rr --· ~ 
· r • • 

of progress -~ not paralysis. We are speaking of schools 
es ,~ _. 

We are speaking of health clinics and .hospi!als and.dqg~~ ........... - ... 

and medicine. }We are speaking of modern agriculture, housing .. --1.\ 
and shelter. Yes, we are speaking of stable government, 

elected government. These are the elements of peace that 
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~In achieving these goals, we have not set ourselves 

easy task. But the tasks and responsibilities of the -- ---·-- •• fiR r ·pr ' r .. 
most powerful nation in the history of the earth are not • • • 

cannot be • • 
---~-~ 

where 



The hist ry of ankind is one filled with violence, 

r and disa t r. Y t an continues t reach f r th st r --

the st rs o ju tice, o fr d and o p ce. 

Yes, eac is the absenc of war. But peace i re. 

P ac is the development f p ductive c n y. Peace i 

the enrie nt f h an r sources. 

So we speak of pe ce in Southea t sia, we re 

peaking of pr gr ss -- not aralysic:~. t~e re peaking f 

cho ls d textb okc:~ d univ rsiti s and training institut s. 

We are spe kin ~f health clinic and ho pital and d ctors and 

d cine. We re speaking f odem agriculture, bou ing and 

shelter. Yes, we are s e king of stahl government, elected 

government. The~e are the el ents f pe c that give ~eaning 

to this precious wnrd. 

It i to all of th se go ls f p ce that mu t direct 

ur energies and resouce if the terrible acrifi es of ar 

re t hav any meaning t all. 

In achieving th e g 1 ' h vent t ourselves y 

e y ta k. But the ta k and re ponsibilities of the mo t 

pow rful nation in the hi tory 

cann t be ••• will not be e y. 

rth ar not • • • 



We invested in our national resources -- our people, 

our land, our cities, our economic base and, 

We are determined that our efforts for a better and 

stronger America shall continue. 

At the same time, we mu~t be determined that inflation 

will not weaken us or destryy the progress we have made. 

Now, what of the situation as of today in Vietnam? 

On the military front, things are better. We have 

made substantial progress in the past few months. We have 

a plan of action - d~ily, weekly, offensive action. 

A series of defeats have been inflicted on main force 

units of the Viet C ?ng and Nnrth Vietnamese soldiers. 

OUr troops are exc llent - tough, trained, brave, 

uncomplaining -

They fight hard and then go out to help the people -

rebuild and protect the villages. 



But the struggle in Vietnam is more than military 

It is political, social and economic . 

We must fight 2 wars ~ win 2 victories 

We must defeat aggression 

We must defeat social misery and we must help win 

a social revolution and build a new society. 

These are our goals. 

Your know that I like to meet and talk with people. 

And I most certainly did not break this lifelong habit 

while I was in Asia. 

I talked with presidents and prime ministers, with 

generals and admirals. 

But I talked with ordinary pe ple as well -- with 

students, peasants in the rice paddies, w?rkers and their 

trade unton leaders, with boatmen on the Mekong River and 

farmers on the wheat plains of the Punjab. 

And the people of Asia want pretty much the same things 

as the people f Minnesota -- human dignity and respect, a 

better staniard of living for themselves and their children, 

and above all ·- peace and xecurity. 

I stress this, because there are people who talk about 

Asians as if they lived upon some other planet. 
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The American pe~ple, as well as their leaders, need to know 

~ore about Asia in general and Communist China in particular: 

the relatiqnships of that nation with her neighbors in Asia 

and the Pacific; the nature of Chinese C~nist ideology and 

behavior; and the operational apparatus of Ca.mmunist parties 

under Peking leadership or influence. 

We need to know as much - or more -- about Asia as we do 

about Europe. 

We can ' t be a world leader - with a half world knowledge. 

We must know more about Asia, so that we can ~ ana make 

wise decisions, b~th in our own national interest and in the 

interest of humanity. 
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and I have heard the conflict in Vietnam d scribed t ay 

ln :ust about those sume words -- words which verlonk the fact 

that we live in an age of super-sonic trawel - the Space Age -

the age of nuclear weapons - an age when any armed conflict 

carries with it the seeds of wider war. 

We are in South Vietnam to repel and prevent the 

success of aggression against the government and the people 

of that country. 

We are there to help assure the South Vietnamese people 

the basic right to decide their own futures, freely and without 

intimidation. 

We are there to help those people achieve a better 

standard of living for themselves and their children. 

We are there to help establish the principle that -- in 

this volatile time -- agression cannot be an acceptable means 

either of settling internati n dispute . of attaining power 

• • • or of realizing national objective. 
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a better standard of living for themselves and their 

children, and -- above all -- peace and security. 

~ I stress this, because th:-are people who talk 

about Asians as if they lived upon some other planet.r, 

even he r that only sians shou 

has not been them as to us. 

and women 

r countless 

ey have borne n their . backs th whole 



with people. And I most certainly did not break this 

lif!long habit while I was in Asia. 
- sa.~ .. . . 

/..J_ talked with J.!~nts and . prj~jnisters, with 

generals and admirals. 't a: o•••allw61 "'iib a l'i 76 -

t~+harllliA9 aAII ililtel;;::;&llll!l lllin. 

~ But I talked with ordinary people as well -- with 

d ~~1\MJ ....... k stu ents, peasants . , . Vft'n'1 wor ers 

and their trade union leaders, with boatmen on the 
tr 1• rnrrerz ~ - C 1 m 

Mekong River and farmers on the wheat lains of the 
1 S M 5 CiHW 'P:ii\Yit i f ;p=9D' 

Punjab • .. 

the people of Asia want pretty much the same things 

as the people of Minnesota -- human dignity and respect, 





Ll .......
 ---J AHt.tJ ~ • 
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our people, our land~ ou,;:,~itie~~ our economic base .. 
4lp' a ,.. 

N,Lwe are determined that our efforts for a better and 

stronger America shall continue. 

~At the same ti me
1 

we must be determi red that inflation 

will not weaken us or ~estroy the progress we have made» 

1-+:!i"~~'l'\"'-~~'"-rm~· aroxrmnm ~e I 
--~----~- \ 

I 

\ 
\ 
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Now, what of the situation as of today in VietnJm}': 

On the military front,~~ 
· · have made substantial progress 

in--th_e.,._past few months. V\IJ.~O... (.lw ~-
A, A series of J::~ h~inflicted on ain force. 

units of the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese soldiers. 
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~I have heard the conflict in Vietnam described today 

{j) in just about those same words -- words which overlook 

the fact that we live in an age of-~~-"f/, 
"iLtW 1 ~ Lttaf .... -

~lcff,- ~dan age when ~ arm d conflict carries with it the 

seeds of wider Wif. 

The American people, as well as their leaders, need 

; to know more about Asia in general and Communist China 
• 

in particular: the relationships of that nation with her 

neighbors in Asia and the Pacific; the nature of Chinese 

Communist ideology and behavior; and the operational 

apparatus of Communist parties under Peking leadershjp 
-. r . . r 

or influence. 

~d to know as much -- or more -- about Asia 

as we do about Europe. 
--~~----------~-

toiiy, tt lltr:!!Lreaur liB2" "cry little s?bl' 11 O.iiiiia -



We must know more about Asia, so that we can 

act and make wise decisions, both in our own national 

interest and in the interest of humanity. 
: · ::: :: ::: a en 

I I 

Why are we engaged today i.n v.e • m•te natjqn If 

South Vietnam? 

L. We are in South Vietnam to repel a~d prevent the 

success of aggression against the government and the 

people of that country. 

~ We are there to help assure the South Vietnamese 

people the ba~ic right to decide their own futures, freely 

and without intimidation. 

L. We are there to help those people achieve a better 

standard of living for themselves and their children. 

}_y;e are there to help establish the principle that 

-- in this volatile time -- aggression cannot be an acceptable 

means either of settling international dispute ... of 

attaining power . .• or of realizing national objective. 



It is to all of these goals of peace that we must 

direct our energies and resources if the terrible sacrifices 

of war are to have any meaning at all. 

Peace will come when those who love peace can prevent 

the success of - gression and make the price of violence too 

costly for those who practice it to pay. 

So when we speak of peae in Southeast Asia , we are 

speaking of construction -- not destruction. We are speaking 

of progress -- not paralysis. are speaking of schools 

and textbooks and universities and training institutes. 

We are speaking of health clinics and hospitals and doctors 

and medicine. We are speaking of modern agriculture, housing 

and shelter. Yes, we are speaking of stable government, 

elected government. These are the elements of peace that 

give meaning to this precious word. 



In achieving these goals, we have not set our elves 

any easy task. But the tasks and responsibilities of the 

most powerful nation in the history of the earth are not • • • 

cannot be ••• will not be easy. 

Let me close by making this prediction: Ten or twenty 

years hence, historians will mark Vietnam as a place where 

our nation ~- and free peoples -- were faced with a challenge 

by totalitarianism ••• and where they met the challenge. 
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