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*** 
I know that all of you join with me in joy and thankfulness that David 

Scott and Neil Armstrong made such a safe, happy -- and phenomenally 

accurate -- landing a few days ago. 

We have gained a new appreciation through our space effort, of the 

vastness cf the universe, but we have also come to realize, even more 

vividly the high achievements of which individual men -- tiny and insignifi-

cant as they may seem by comparison are capable. 

I don't mean only the vision of our scientists and the ingenuity of 

our technologists, which have made it possible for us t o set forth into 

space. 

I also mean human skill, human courage, and human ability to cope 

calmly and effectively with grave emergencies -- such as the Gemini astronauts 

demonstrated to the highest degree. 

Believe me, my heart was with them and the hearts of all Americans 

and of people throughout the world -- not least, I am sure, the Soviet 

astronauts, who share with them first-hand knowledge of the grandeurs and 

perils of space. 

They showed courage and skill of the highest order in getting out of 

an extremely tight corner -- and believe me, we now know how tight a corner 

there can be, even in the vastness of space. 
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Their superb performance is a tribute to the excellence of their 

training. It is a tribute also to the worldwide ground support team, 

which converted an emergency into a routine landing. 

These are Americans all of us can be profoundly proud of. 

I think, however, too few people realize what these two brave and 

skillful men really accomplished before they ran into trouble. 

When the history of man's adventure into space comes to be written--

a kind of 20th Century equivalent of Richard Hakluyt and his "Voyages and 

Discoveries of the English" -- I think we shall be more impressed by what 

went precisely according to plan on this flight than distressed by what went 

wrong . 

The main purpose of the Gemini 8 flight was the physical joining -- the 

docking -- of two space craft in orbit, a maneuver of great delicacy. This 

was, in fact, accomplished. 

What was left undone, in the way of space-walking and other maneuvers, 

was not fundamental to the objective of this flight. 

Let me note one other point -- the prompt decision to cut short the mission 

rather than risk the safety of the astronauts. It is a heartening reminder 

that, even in this age of the computer, human life comes first and technology 

is the servant rather than the master of man. 

This experience has been a stern warning of all of us that things can 

go wrong up there in space . 

When I addressed the Goddard Space Dinner less than a fortnight ago, 

I stressed the vital importance of maintaining the most meticulous standards 

of forethought and performance at every level of our space effort. 

I noted that, although this tremendous effort involves hundreds of 

thousands of people, each and every person involved in it must fully recog

nize and fulfill his own individual responsibility for its success. 
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I am therefore pleased and impressed, in examining your agenda, to 

see that you -vrill be dealing in detail with a very wide range of the complex 

problems involved in a voyage to Mars. Painstaking preparation like this 

has made the remarkable overall success of our space program possible. 

As for myself, my confidence in our advancing science and technology 

is such that I believe that man can land on Mars -- although I do not venture 

to set any timetable for it. 

Of course, I believe that we can and will achieve the original goal set 

by Presidents Kennedy and Johnson: a manned landing on the moon before 1970. 

*** 
Thus far, we have engaged in space cooperation with about 70 countries, 

advanced and developing nations alike. All cooperative projects are conducted 

openly, and the scientific and technological data resulting from them must 

be made freely available to the scientific community. 

All such projects must be scientifically valid. 'I'here are no "token" 

programs or public relations gimmicks. 

Ground-based cooperative projects are very appealing to less affluent 

nations because they permit some degree of participation in space programs 

without requiring costly space vehicles or hardware. While NASA's inter

national program absorbs only about 180 million dollars, a small fraction 

of its total budget, a cooperative effort with another nation may represent 

that country ' s total space program. 

The United States has arrangements with educational and professional 

centers in 34 countries around the globe providing for post-doctoral awards 

to senior scientists for participation in space research in this country, 

technical training at NASA centers in the U.S. in support of agreed cooperative 
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projects, fellowships to graduate students on a shared-cost basis for training 

in space sciences at U.S. universities, and technical training at NASA 

installations abroad in connect i on with tracking-station agreements. 

The United States has received about 13,000 visitors from more than 

100 countries who came here to observe various aspects of the U.S. civilian 

space effort or to discuss opportunities for foreign participation in NASA 

programs . 

A further instance of international cooperation in space is the fact that 

about 50 nations have already joined the international COMSAT consortium 

for the financing, ownership and operation of a system that is intended to 

extend its space satellite communicat ions activities into a global network 

by the latter part of next year . 

So far, the United States is the only country to devote a considerable 

portion of its energies and resources to space activities of immediate partical 

benefit to all the world by advancing science generally, and by giving other 

nations the opportunity to participate in this advance. 

If imagination and enlightened self-interest continue to prevail in 

our space program, and I have every confidence that they will, we will press 

vigorously forward with ever wider international cooperation in this field 

thus supplementing our own resources in minds and money, furthering our 

shared adventure into space, and hopefully reducing, in some measure, 

political and econcmical tensions here on earth. 

Coming back, in conclusion, to the theme of this gathering, it is 

indeed worth considering the possibility of having man's first voyage to 

Mars become a truly international undertaking. We in this country are eager 

to share the thrills and the benefits of space exploration with other nations . 
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This enterprise is of such tremendous, such breath-taking scope that there 

is ample opportunity for many nations to contribute to it, each in its own 

way . There are many imaginative and ingenious scientists and engineers in 

other countries, and we welcome their ideas on how Mars may best be reached 

and explored. 

I know that the great dream of many of you in to make contact with life-

and hopefully with intelligent life--perhaps on Mars, perhaps elsewhere in 

the universe. 

I think that this prospect should give us renewed determination to 

order our affairs better here on earth . I hope that we shall move with 

increased urgency and dedication from our present perilously obsolescent 

international system into a new world of freedom and justice under law. 

##=## 
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