
APRIL l, 1966 

L I shall address my remarks today to your theme: 

"A New Century -- A New Challenge." ___ ,,_ 

This theme has a special meaning for you as an 

organization, because last year you celebrated your own 

But it has a wider significance, for the entire South 

and for the nation. For it marks the beginning of a new 

century -- the second century -- since the end of the 
.. & 

Civil War. 
~ 

~It is a time to close the books once and for all on the 

past, and to look forward to the future. 



- 2 -

You yourselves took an important step forward last 

year, when you opened your membership to Negro teachers. 

1 am sure you wi II be even more effective in reaching 

your goals when all your forces are united in the cause 

of better education for ~ of Tennessee's children. ~~ 

.Qhomas Jefferson wrote soon after the founding of .2ur 

Republic, our task must be to "educate and inform the .. -

whole mass of the people" . . . to ''enable them to see 

that it is to their interest to prese~~c; and ..?rder. ( . 

they are the only sure reliance for the preservation of ( 

our li~rty." ~~--i-I.J..~t/.1~-
"X_rhis new century holds great promise for Southern 

education and the people of the South. 

I say this for two reasons. .C. 

First, the far-reaching legislation enacted last yearcr.,~ 
-=====-==- ~~ 

places us at the threshold of a new era for ~American ~ 

education- ~tf,/( ~. --... ~~ .... 
~~Jirll.oH~ 
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L.. And second, the South itself is clearly in the opening 

by your educational resources. 
" -

Lrhe American people have always pinned their hopes 

IUi!:=tt ·· fll=f: the future of the nation and the future 

of their own children -- o~ education .• ~ 

But, while the desire for good education ri. •••--· 

has always been strong, harsh economic realitie~~1JH2'Zt 
A IJ . • HJnJ~~ 

~Uttf~llmited educational opportunity. 

But times are changing, and changing for the better. 

The South is moving out of its old agricultural economy 
' · ~..u;..~ 

.-~.w! .. 



~.:w~ 
4residert Johnson is a former teacher. And so am 

I. This Administration, I can assure you, will not rest 

"all the education he can take. •• 
,. .. , .. nz;rznns L£ -

The laws which our American Congress enacted last 

year will bring profound changes not only in education, but 

in our future economic and social life. ~ograms 
will give an impetus to people and communities hitherto 

Vbehind the rest of our nation. 

~Under these new circumstances, you as p~~fessi~nal 
e~.~ca~s will occupy key roles in your communities!rhe 

fi~ncial h~aches of your schools a;.; e!!~!-~~~! --(i n the 

nature of things they never will be -- but for the first ... ~ ,._ ,....__, 

time many of you will be able to "!~i~~ b!_g,..•• 

!_You will find that, in the cou:il ~ o;~government, the 

educator wi II no longer be sitting below the salt,. Instead, 

1 he wi II be moving a lot closer to the head of the table. 
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6 n the state house, educators wi II no longer risk 

being regarded as ~pplic~llts.j To~morrow, the educator 

will be seen as a man who brings wealth into his community 

-- and not just federal aid to education• ~ality 
education attracts and holds business and industry, 

-1/.JA~~~~aJ~ 
creating new payrolls and new resources. ~~~ 

--
_.m ... c·- ~ 

~ I congratulate you on your new -- and abundantly 

deserved -- status in our society. 
.. . .. ~ -----

And if I can offer one word of advice, it is this: 

Let no feelings of false modesty induce you not to press 
s txn•xe• we 

your advantage to t~e utmost. 
~ . . ~ .. . ~ 

This new generation needs -- and deserves -- the best . 

education1 .~They are fine young people, 

with a great potential., 

/.._ Just as Tennessee is the Volunteer State, this is the 
-- . ----~--;;.-::;....:;..,_-.:--~ -------.:~ 

volunteer generation. Whether servin in uniform or in 
~ .. - :J!'!'Jd'ts& --

shirt-sleeves, at home or overseas, they are giving generously 
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) I n the years immediate I y a head they will be confronted 

with new challenges which will~~ 
their energy, intelligence, and dedication. 

ft • • · - .. II X'd '2$ 

They will have the task, first and foremost, of building 

an enduring peace -- a peace which will have to be built 

by a hundred thousand individual, positive acts. For peace 

will not be built by any grand gesture or magical formula. 

It will be built in the hot streets and muddy fields of 
- ¥ ' 5 • • - ~ ewe we ~ ' .,. 

countries which did not e~rs ago~t will be 

bui It in long months of , patient negotiation over the 
I .._,.. 

< 

mos~m o; of international issues. ~t will be built by 

people possessing knowledge of their world and its complexities. 

l. Our young generation wi II have the responsibility, too, 

of making technological progress the servant rather than 

the master of humanity. 



~or~ 
/.... They wi II have th~ privilege of waging the war against 

poverty 

undertaking without precedent in the history of the world• 

/ But there is one piece of unfinished business we must -- ..... ~~ .:-; ' ~·· 
~,.J 

not and cannot leave to them, because it is far too urg~nt. 

We must make good without delay or equivocation the 

pledge of our Constitution that all Americans, everywhere, 

shall have equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings of our 

R bl . ~ &ttL~~·~"~ J,U,rl.v6J~ epu 1c.-- ([""-~ 1"~ ~aU I. 

Congress has recognized its responsibilities to our 

new generation in the historic school legislation it adopted 
• +nc 3 CJ ga-&almiiiii:imta~ 

last year. Members of Congress from the South -- and from 

Tennessee itself -- ~or ked. h~d to achieve t}!~• ~ 

w·~ 



__ /~r~~U 
(l ,ll·~-'y 
U'' ~ tf}' / - 8 

-

I 
'1/~-iive expect the programs in the Elementary and 

V Secondary Education Act to bring l. 22 billion dollars to 

education throughout the country during the first year 

of its operation, and l. 43 billion in its second. 

~ Roughly a half-billion of this wi II be channeled each 

year into the elementary and secondary schools of the 

South. 

I w · Ttf s is as t shoul be. l 
" \ \ 

AI ~ the same, thntywe' should pay tribu~, e here to 

the rna legislator ro high-income states w o have 
, . n 

\j 

er the las· 2~~ears, worked to e act programs 
-~ 

uld cost their ta payers ore than the~ bring into ) 
' / 

~·--
-~-

. .:~·----.------ .. --·--· ····-···---·· -- .... -· ·--·"· ____ ,.. ........ -'~ ~~~· ~·.~~~--- ........ ; ...... ...;....:..._ ---·-~ ...... ~-... ~-- -- -~ ~· ~---
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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act wi II 
'7~ 

help approxi matel y seven mi Ilion educationally deprived 

children from low-income families, It authorizes grants 
. - , - . · s& . 'T ~ 3 P" ''Ef" 

to school districts in approximately 95 per cent of the 

nation• s counties. 

~ Now for a few words about what the Act means to 

Tennessee. 

As you know, it includes several different programs. 

First and most substantial in dollars, it provides aid 

to low-income districts -- that is, districts with a substantial 
1 . - .. 

number of families with incomes of less than two thousand 

dollars. Our estimate is that this can mean over 32 million 

dollars for Tennessee. 

j The indications are flt~e 300, 000 children in 

this state wi II benefit from this part of the Act in the 
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Next, the Act provides funds for school libraries 

and textbooks. ~ra estimatemfer-tni! +s-&Yer l. 8 m+++ten 
~ 

fJiilitifll!~~ Tennessee~tll~ ..,.~...., 

,Jt includes grants for supplementary educational 

centers services, estimated for Tennessee at almost l. 5 

million dollars. 

:J;JI«J, lt offers grants to strengthen state departments 

of education -- estimated at almost 300, 000 dollars for 
' . -

Tennessee. 

Another provision of the Act authorizes the Office of 

Education to step up the improvement of education through 

research and development activities. Experts from all parts 

of the country have been involved in the planning of the 

National Program of Educational Laboratores, the largest 

single effort under this authority. 
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£ Deve lopme nta I contracts for n i ne s.':'.~~~or A!Q!:.~s 
were approved and announced on March 1

1 
Of these, 

two include parts of Tennessee in the areas they serve --

the Appalachia and the Central Mid-Western Regional 

Educational Laboratories. 

{.Here, certainly, is opportunity fo~ c~eat!~va~!_o,!l 
i n_~~!-=~~~~ols ,£!...!;D.ne.m_e• M 1ft seAeel.s 'tts'ttsett~fl9Wt,4R.i 

&lijoJII. Here, to revert to your theme for this year, is 

a ne~ ~s~!!-!! r11e for a..£l!v.!"b~D-1Y ry. 

L.rhose in our society who most need education too 
e ·rn £1' , 1tf 

often have been the ones least likely to receive it./ Students 

a II too often 

find their schools equally drab and dulling. . ---· . (We must make our schools lively and c~lle~ging to 

these youngsters. 
' - ' A We in Washin~n can't tell you how to do it, and 

we don't intend to try. ____ ,_ 
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~ hope and expect that you will come up 

with new and effective teaching techniques which can 

stimulate these children -- give them a lift -- before it 
.. ~¥<f'C,·-·n<'-.. _ ........ 

is too late to help them.~ 

The dramatic new breakthrough this year, however, 

is toward wider international horizons for education .• 
e zsrz r z;n zn mr ?-

In his message to Congress on this subject a few 

weeks ago, President Johnson said: 

"Education lies at the heart of every nation•s hopes 

and purposes. It must be at the heart of our international 

relations." 
..-·r 

Of course, I am sure you have felt this all along. 

But it is new -- a real landmark in the history of American 

education -- to have it stated as national policy. 



- 13 -

~The proposed I rErnational Education Act of 1966 

embodies that high commitment,. 

pi=Gf~s·s1onat -edocatar , g1ve---both 

......,.,.."' The keystone of the new program is the establishment 1-

a Center_ for Educational Cooperation. This will bring into 
~ urq - .. - oXC' st; ; 

being for the first time a general head uarters for coordinating 

our work in international education. 
- · . ,, :z --v~amc~ ~ rsm~ 



The proposed International Education Act will help 

our smaller colleges so that they can better equip their 
wJJ m . A 

graduates with knowledge of the outside world,..~t will 

also support the further strengthening of the larger 

universities as the nation•s leading center of advanced 

training and research in international affairs. 
1 1 

· ·- n - a a · t ct'tt · "- ..,. 

In this connection, I want to congratulate Memphis 

State University -- many of whose graduates, I understand, 

are here -- on its plans to establish an I nstitl.E for the 

Study of the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. I am 
..,. ,.~ - ~· ~ - .... ., _,., cr.,..J - ~-----=· --~· 

pleased, also, to hear that the University hopes in the 

future to add a number of courses on China, and make 

the Institute a major center for the stud¥_ _?..L~D.Q:. Sovi_~t 
....._..,._. ... ·---........... - ...... ----~·~~ ... -.. ... '-"""" ... ~· ~~~--

affairs. 

tt' came back from my recent trip to Asia with a clear 

and strong feeling -- w~~rJrCXJ. 
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Education an increasingly important part 
~-

of our aid program. Already, for example, we have helped ,. 
the Government of South Vietnam more than double its 

classrooms, nearly triple enrollment in primary schools 

in its first decade of independence, and step up its enrollment 

More anJ! more, we see education as the ... ~ -
keystone in the building of nations. 
-~----~------~--~---~ 

There is much more -- including, what may be of 

special interest to many of you here, the establishment of 

an American Educational Placement Service to help put our 

teachers in posts abroad. 
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Let me finally make the point that we regard international 

education as a two-way street. We are as eager to learn as ___ _.............. . ~~-

we are wi IIi ng to teach. 
- ' [ ' .. ,._~ b ' h Jr'ilt ..... 

Among the proposals to this purpose, the most dramatic 

is the establishment of an Exchange Peace Corps, a kind 

of uvolunteers to Arre rica." It will bring men and women ______. . 

here from abroad, many to work in our schools to give 

Americans a deeper understanding of other languages and 
~.,..,.,.._... _, 

cultures. 

A ee educatio 
/, 

in our own tion and in t . e 

world. 
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li e to think that mankind will come to regard us, 
lloU''P.DIIftill'n --.(. 

not as a gendarme among nations, but as a global center 

of enli~tenment an_dlearQi ~ -~ 
~The educator is already as vital to our international . 

?/J1~u~~· 
relations as the diplomat _or ~~ -p~/wlll7 . . · ~ 
/ 1 can foresee a time when he will be even more 

important -- the time when cooperation rather than conflict 

is the rule in human relations and when, in the words 

of the prophet Isaiah, "Nation shaJ' not lift up sword 
' ~~·~ 

against nation, nor shall they learn war any more. 11 

~~~!',C;..;e..~.t::~~::-'.t.."·:~ . .l."-'..._..to ·14-.:.t' .......... i!.o.~...O..<l.i.loU. i.o~I.W~·J...i' " ;;,....,-..,,~~.. -.:\:i,ft; __ ~~.:uJ!o 

# # # # # # # 
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~~~ _-ft~~c-- ------·-----·----·-· 
TENNESSEE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

Memphis, Tennessee .. April 1, 1966 

Thank you Congressman Grider, for your gracious and eloquent 

introduction. 1 thank you especially becau1e you didn't let yourself 

be confined by Washington protocol and just say: "The Vice President. 11 

You took a little time to talk me up. and I want you to know that 

I appreciate it. 

1 shall address my remarks today to thia year's theme £or 

your organization: 11 A New Century ..... A New Challenge. 11 It has 

a special meaning for you as an organbation. beeause last year 

you celebrated your own centenary. But it has a wide:r significance, 

fo:r the entire South and for the nation. For it marks the beginning 

of a new century -- the second century - .. since the end of the 

wa:r between the states. 

It is a tirr1e to close the books once and for all on the past, and 

to look bravely and hopefully to the future. You yourselves took a 

important step forward last year. when you opened your member• 

ship to teachers of all races. I am sure you will be even more 

effective in reaching youx· goals when all your forces are united 

in the cause of better education !or all of Tennessee's children. 
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For, aa Thomaa Jefferton wrote eoon after the founding of our 

Republic, ou:r taak muat be to "educate and inform the whole mast of the 

eeople" . ~ • to "enable them to eee that it it to their interest 

to preserve peace and order •.• th&y are the only sure relance 

for the preeervation of our Uberty." 

Thla new century holds great promise lor Southern education 

and the people of the South. 1 say Uue for two reasone. 

First, beca.uae- of the far .. reaching legislation enacted last 

year, with th4 invaluable help of Congre•eme.n O:rider and the other 

membera of the Tenneesee Congretsional Delegation. This legislation 

puU u• at the threshold o£ a new era for.!!}. Ame:dcan education. 

And second, the South itself is clearly in the opening of a new 

cycle of economic growth ..,_ a new reaaieeance. Thie forward 

thruet will in large part be foetered and sulltained by its educational 

resources. 

The American people have always pinned their hopee for the 

future -- the future of the nation and the future of their own children 

•- on education. Thil has been particularly true in the South. But, 

while the desire for good education in the South baa always been strong,_ 

harsh economic realities have limited educational opportunity. But 

timet are changing, and changing !or the better. The South ia moving 

out of its old agricultural economy and into an industrial era. The 
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gap between the South and the reat of the nation ta closing. The 

economic gap is clo•ing. We muet aleo eloa-e the educational gap. 

If I aeem all wrapped up in thi8 eubjeet, it 111 bec:ause 1 am 

ttill a teac:her at heart. More importahtly, thb il an uEdueation 

Adminiatration" that 1 am privileged to represent. Thel'e are a 

great many teachers in the Executive Branch and in the Congrel • 

Presid~nt Johna.on is a forsner teacher, and proud of it. Senator 

Mane field. the Majority Leader, was a profeaeor of hiatory at the 

Univeraity of Montana. Congresaman Carl Albert, the Majority 

Leader of the House, was a Rhodes Scholar. You can go. through 

the top eehelone of our government and find te.a<:hers in place after 

place. 

This Adminiatra.tion, 1 want you to lanow~ will not re•t until 

every Ameriean ehUd. whet'ever he MAy live, whatever hie race, 

religion, or national origin, hat all the education he can usefully 

abtorb. The legialation which Congre11 enacted last year will 

result in profound ehangee not only in edueation, but in our whole 

future eoeia1 and economie life. The new pl:'ograma are going to 

give f;: •h impetua to people and communitiel hitherto left behind 

the rett of our nation .. 
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Under these new circumetancet, you a• profeaaional educator• 

will occupy key rolea in your com.munitiea. The financial headache• 

of your achoola are not over ..... in the nature of thlnga, they never 

will be -- but for the first time many of you will be able to 11 think 

big." 

You will find that, in the council I of government, the educator 

will no longer be aitting below the ea.lt. Inetead, he will be moving 

a lot closer to the head of the table. In the ttate house, educator& 

will no longer r iak being regarded merely as eupplicanta. Tomorrow, 

the educator will be aeen aa a man who bring• wealth into hie community 

... and not juat federal atd to education. For quality education attracta 

and holde bueineee and induetry, creating new payroll• and new 

reaourcea. Indeed, a recent eurvey of 500 ol our leading corpor-

ation• ehowed that they baee their dec:ilione on the location of new 

plante fir1t of aU upon the educational faciUtiee of a community and 

ita commitment to their further exteneion. 

I congratulate you on your new • • and abundantly deeerved ..... 

etatu• in our eodety. If 1 can offer one word of advice, it ie th!l: 

Let no feeling• of falee modesty induce you not to pre•• your advantage 

to the utmost. 
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Tbi$ new generation needs .... and deaervea ...... the beet ducatiotl 

w c:a.n give th~m. They are fine young people, with a great poten.tial. 

Just as Tenne•aee it the Volunteer State, tbh ia the volunteer 

generation. Whether aerv1ng in uniform or in ahirt•eleevea, at 

home or overseas, they are giving generoualy and willingly of their 

best. 

A nation that «;an produce the kind of young tnen and women 

who serve tbis nation in our armed forces. the Peace Corps, our 

government mieeiona overa.eae, in the CARE program, and in the 

relief aervies of our great religious dem>minations ·- a aoeiety 

wi.th this degree of voluntarism is a society that has something to 

commend it.aelf to history. Never at any time haa a nation given 

ao much in the eauae of peace and humanity. and expected eo little 

in return. as the United States. 

In the yeare immediately ahead, ·~·our young people will be 

confronted with new challenges which will call upon every ounce 

of their enf;!rgy. intelligence and dedication. 

They will have the task. flret and foremost, ol building an 

enduring peace .. _ a peace which wlll have to be built by a. hundred 

thousand individual, positive act&. For peace will not be built by 

any grand gesture ot magical formula. U will be built in the hot 
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ltreeta and muddy field of countries which did not •ven exist 

ZO years ago. It will be built in long tnonthe of tireless., patient 

negotiation over the moat minor of international isauea. It will 

be built by peopl~ poaaeaeing adeqqa.te knowledge oi their world 

and ita complexities. 

OUr young generation will have the retponaibility, too; o£ making 

technological progress the servant rather than the mast r of 

humanity. 

They will have the privilege of waging tb . war against poverty 

which President Johneon baa launched -· an undertaking without 

precedent in the history of the world. 

But there is one piece of unfiniehed business we must not and 

cannot leave to them, bee :u it ia far too urgent. We must make good. 

in fact a a well as in la'W, wiUout delay or egpivoeation1 the . pledge 

of our Constitution that all Americanl, eve,rywhere, thall have 

eqt!&l opportunity to enjoy the blessinge of our Rep'?-blic. 

The greatest single contribution we can make to the future o! 

America i.s to see to it that each individual is given very opportunity 

to make the most out of hb life. We bear heavy reeponeibilities ln 

thb world,. and the denial to anyone of the right to participate ln 

shouldering them weakens this country. A century ago Abraham 

Lincoln called America uthe last, beet hope on earth" -- and it 

etill is. 
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Congreea ha.e recognized ita reeponaibiUttea to our new 

gene·ration in the hi.atoric achool legillation it adopted latt year •. 

Membere of Congresa from the South ... and particularly Senator 

Baas. Senator Oore, Congreeaman Grider and other Tenneeeee 

Congreeamen ... • worked hard to achieve thle, 

Under the formulae &doped, the Southern etataa will. ae a 

group. gain the moat. We e;Jcpect the program• in the Ele~ntary 

and Secondary Education Act to bring 1. 2 billion dollara to education 

throughout the country during the first year of ita operation, and 

1. 3 billion in ite second. Roughly a half-billion of thil wUl be 

channeled each year into the elementary and eecondary echoola of 

the South. They wUl rec:ei" more than hie proportionate income 

tax cotltributiona. 

Thie ie ae it ehould be. All the eame, 1 think we ehould pay 

tribute here to the many leglelatora !rom high-income etatel who have 

coneistently. over the lalt 25 yeare, worked to enact programe which 

would coet taeir taxpayers fnore than they bring into their own ttaf.ee. 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act wlll help a.pprox• 

imately eeven million educationally depriv•d children !rom low-income 

!amiliee. 

Now for a few worde about what the Act meana to Tenneeeee. 

Ae you know. it heludea ee"'eral diffe:r~nt p:rogram.e. 
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Firet and most tubatantial in doll&rl, it providet aid to low .. 

income dhtricta .... that ia, districts with a tubtta.ntial number of famiUet 

with incomes of leas than two thousand dollar1.. Our ettimate ia 

that thi8 can mean over 3Z million dollar• for Tennesaee. The 

indications are that some 300. 000 children ln this a tate will bene :fit 

from thle part of the Act in the current fiscal year. 

Neat, the Act providee funda for achool librariea, and textbooka. 
ia 

Our estlmat for this/ over 1. 8 million dollar a for Tenneaeee. 

Further, it includes grants for supplementary educational centers 

and aervic::ea 1 eetima.ted for Tenneeaee at almolt 1. 5 million ddla:t:"l· 

Alto, it of!erl grante to strengthen iltate departmenta o£ education 

.... eatiroated at almoat 300, 000 dollara for Tenn•••• • 

Another provision of the Act authorize• the Office of Education 

to atep up the improvement of education through reaearch and 

development activitiee. Expert• from all parte of the country haye 

been involved in the planning of the National Program of Educational 

Laboratories, the largest 8lngle effort under thie authority. Dev•lop-

mental contrac::tt for nine such laboratories were approved and 

announced on March 1. Of these, two include parts of Tenne11ee 

in the areaa they serve -·the Appalachia and the Central Ml:d·Weet rn 

Regio~al Educational Laboratotiee. 
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Here, certainly, is opportunity for creative lnnovation in the 

schoob of Tennesaee 1 aa in achoole throughout the nation. Here, 

to revert to your theme for this year, b a new challenge for a new 

century. 

Those in our aociety who moat need education too often have 

been the ones least likely to receive lt. Here 1 can 1peak out of 

personal experience. When 1 was Mayor of Minneapolia, one thing 

that perplexed me was why the beat public lervtces were in the areae 

of the city that needed them the least. The newest schools were 

located where people had the higheat incomes; the beat playgrounds. 

where familieti had memberships in country eluba. Actually. the 

beat schools, playgrounds, and other facilities ought to be in the 

areas that can least afford them. Otherwlee, student• whose home 

environment is drab and dulling all too often find their achools equally 

so. 

We must mkke our schooll lively and challenging to theae young• 

aters. We in Waahington can't tell you how to do it, and we don't 

intend to try. But we do hope and expect that you will come up with 

new and effective teaching techniques which will make the echoola 

so interesting that there won't be any drop-outs. We can't afford 

them, because we need well-educated people in our modern, techno ... 

logically advanced economy. Every achool drop-out is a potential liability 

to himself and to the community. 
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In c:onclution,, l ahould like to direct your attention to the 

international lmpUeatione of education. 

In hie message to Congre•s on tbia aubjeet a few weeks ago, 

President Johnson said: 

"Education lies at the heart of every nation1s hopes and pur• 

pos.ea. lt mutt be at the heart of our international relations .. " 

Of coure-e. 1 am sure you have felt thie all along.. But it la 

new-· a real landmark in the hbtory of American education-· to 

have it atated aa national policy. 

The proposed lnterne.tional Educ-ation Act of 1966 also embodies 

that high commitment. 

The keyetone of the new program is the eatabllabment within 

the Department of Health, Education, and We lfar of a Center for 

Educational Cooperation. This wUl bring into b ing for the firat 

time a gener-al headquarters !or coordinating our work in international 

education .. 

The President has: directed that funds be earmarked to fJtrengthen 

and enrich the curriculum relating to wot'ld affairs in elementary 

and secondary schools. There ie a provision alao for establishing 

a placement service to put our teacher• in potts abroad,_ ao aa to add 

their international experience. 
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The proposed International Education Act will help our smaller 

collegei 10 that they can better equip their graduate• with knowhtdge 

of the outside world. It will also support the further .strengthening 

of the larger univeraities as the nation's leading centers of advanced 

training and rese••ch in international at'fair1. 

In this connection, I want to congratulate Memphh Sta·te 

University .... many of whole graduate a, I underatand, are here ..... 

on ita plans to eatabliah an Institute for the Study of the Soviet Union 

and Eastern Europe. I am plflaaed, also, to hear that the Univertity 

hopes in the future to add a number of cour1es on China, and make 

the Institute a major center for the study of lino .. Soviet 4{faira. 

1 came back from my recent trip to Asia with a dear and etrong 

feeling -- which, not being J:"eticent by nature, I have frequently and 

forcefully shared-· that we Americana need to know much more about 

the world ln which we live ..... and particularly about Asia, with itl 

two billion people. We are a world leader, but we have only half

world knowledge. 

It took World War U to bring us to the realization that we could 

no longer ignore Eu rope. It took Vietnam .... the aorrow, the pain. 

and the mbery of that terrible etruggle .... to awaken ue to Asia. 
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Education will become an increasingly important part of our 

aid program in A•ia. Already, for example, we have helped the 

Government of South Vietnam more than double ita ctaaarooma, 

nearly triple enrollment in primary aehoola in its first decade of 

independence, and atep up ita enrollment in secondary school• by a 

factor of better than aix over the same period. More and more, we 

a e education aa the keystone in the building of nationa. 

I Ukett.lt think that mankind will come to regard the United 

States, not aa a gendarme among nationa, but as a global cente:r 

of enlightenment artd le rning. 

I want ua to underatand that, important as nuclear power ia, the 

power of the mind and the apirlt le more important. I want t · rld 

to know that the America of the ZOth Century la not only a nation that 

atead!aatly fulfils ita commitment•, it i8 a nation that inquire•, that 

seeka to learn, that honor& the scholar and the teacher. 

The educator is already aa vital to our internallonal relationa aa 

the diplomat or aoldier. I can foresee a time when he will be even 

more important ~· the time when cooperation rather than conflict ia 

the rule in human relation~~ and when. in the words of the prophet 

laaiah, 11Nationa aha11 not lUt up sword againat nation, nor •hall they 

learn war any more. u 

#i {I ' '* 



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY BEFORE THE 
TENNESSEE EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

f APRIL 1, 1966 
I / 

I 

lj I shall address my remarks today to your theme: "A New Century -- A New 

Challenge • " 

This theme has a special meaning for you as an organization, because last year 

you celebrated your own centenary. 

But it has a wider significance, for the entire South and for the nation. For it 

marks tlie beginning of a new century -- the second century -- since the end of the Civil War. 

It is a time to close the books once and for all on the past, and to look forward 

to the future. 

You yourselves took an important step forward last year, when you opened your 

membership to Negro teachers. 

I am sure you will be even more effective in reaching your goals when all your 

forces are united in the cause of better education for all of Tennessee's children. For, 

as Thomas Jefferson wrote soon after the founding of our Republic, our task must be to 

"educate and inform the 'whole ma ss of the people" . • . to "enable them to see that it is to 

their interest to preserve peace and order •.. they are the only sure reliance for the 

preservation of our liberty. " 

This new cen ry holds grea t promise for Southern education and the people of 

the South . 

I s ay this for two rea sons. 

F irst ,. the far-reaching legislation enacted last year places us at the threshold of 

a new e r a for all Americ n educ tion . 
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And second, the South itself is clear~¥ in the opening phase of a new cycle 

of economic growth -- a new renaissance. This forward thrust will in large part be 

fostered and sustained by your educational resources. 

The American people have .f!lways pinned their hopes for the future -- the 

future of the nation and the future of their own children -- on education. This has been 

particularly true in the South. 

But, while the desire for good education in the South has always been strong, 

harsh economic realities have limited educational opportunity. 

But times are changing, and changing for the better. 

The South is moving out of its old agricultural economy and into an industrial era. 

The gap between the South and the rest of the nation is closing. 

The economic gap is closing. We must also close the educational gap. 

' President Jqhnson is a former teacher. And so am I. This Administration, 

I can assure you, will not rest until each American child has received, as the President 

has said, "all the education he can take. " 

The laws which our American Congress enacted last year will bring profound 

changes not only in educa tion, but in our future economic and social life. The new 

programs will give n impetus to people and communities hitherto lift behind the rest 

of our nation. 

Under these new circumstances, you a s professional educators will occupy 

key roles in your communities. The financial headaches of your schools are not over --

i n the nature of things, they never will be -- but for the first t ime many of you will be 

able to "think big. " 



- 3 -

You will find that, in the councils of government, the educator will no longer 

be sitting below the salt. Instead, he-vim be moving a lot closer to the head of the table. 

In the state house, educators will no longer risk being regarded as supplicants. 

Toworrow, the educator will be seen as a man who brings wealth into his community -- and 

not just federal aid to education. For quality education attracts and holds business and 

industry, creating new payrolls and new resources. 

utmost. 

I congratulate you on your new -- and abundanti y deserved -- status in our society. 

And if I can offer one word of advice, it is this: 

Let no feelings of false modesty induce you not to press your advantage to the 

This new generation needs -- and deserves -- the best education we can give 

them. They are fine young people, with a great potential. 

Just as Tennessee is the Volunteer State, this is the volunteer generation. 

Whether serving in uniform or in shirt-sleeves, at home or overseas, they are giving 

generously and willingly of their best. 

In the years immediately ahead they will be confronted with new challenges which wil. 

call upon eve ry ounce of their energy, intelligence and dedication. 

They will have the task, first and foremost, of building an enduring peace --

a peace which will have to be built by a hundred thousand individual, positive acts. For p.eace 

will not be built :b.y any grand gesture or magical formula. It will be built in the hot streets 

and muddy fields of countries which did not exist even 20 years ago. It will be built in 

long months of tireless, patient negotiation over the most minor of international issues. It 

will be built by people possessing knowledge of their world and its complexities. 
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Our young generation will have the responsibility, too, of making technological 

progress the servant rather than the master of humanity . 

They will have the privilege of waging the war against poverty which 

President Johnson has launched -- an undertaking without precedent in the history of 

the world. 

But there is one piece of unfinished business we must not and cannot leave to 

them, because it is far too urgent, 

We must make good without delay or equivocation the pledge of our Constitution 

that all Americans, everywhere, shall have equal opportunity to enjoy the blessings of our 

Republic. 

Congress has recognized its responsibilities to our new generation in the historic 

school legislation it adopted last year. Members of Congress from the South -- and from 

Tennessee itself-- worked hard to achieve this. Under the formulas adopted the Southern state 

will , as a group, gain the most. 

We expec t the programs in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to bring 

1. 22 billion dollars to education throughout the country during the first year of its operation, 

and 1. 43 billion in its second . 

Roughly a half-billion of this will be channeled each year into the elementary and 

secondary schools of the South . They will receive more than their proportionate income 

tax contributions. 

This is as it should be. 

All the same, I think we should pay tribute here to the many legislators from 

high-income states who have consistently] over the last 25 years~ worked to enact programs 

which would cost their taxpayers more than they bring into their own states. 
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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act will help approximately seven million 

.. educationally deprived children from low - income families. It authorizes grants to school 

districts in approximately 95 per cent of the nation's counties. 

Now for a few words about what the -Act means to Tennessee. 

As you know~ it includes several different progra ms . 

First and most substantial in dollars, it provides aid to low·-income districts --

that is. districts with a substantial number of families with incomes of less than two thousand 

dollars. Our estimate is that this can mean over 32 million dollars for 'J'ennessee. 
I 

The indications a re that some 300~ 000 children in this state will benefit from this 

part of the Act in the current fiscal year . Over 200, 000 children are now being aided. 

Projects have been approved already in 92 of Tennessee's 95 counties. 

Next, the Act provides funds for school libraries and textbooks. Our estimate for 

this is over 1. 8 million dollars for Tennessee . 

Further, it includes grants for supplementary educational centers service. estimated 

for Tennessee at almost 1 . 5 million doHars . 

Also, it offers grants to strengthen state departments of education -- estimated 

at almost 300, 000 dollars for Tennessee . 

Another provision of the Act authorizes the Office of Education to step up the 

improvement of educa ion through resea rch and development activities. Experts from all 

parts of the country have been involved in the planning of the National Program of Educational 

Laboratories, the largest single effort under this authority . 

Developmental contracts for nine such laboratories were approved and announced 

on March 1. Of these, two include parts of Tennessee in the areas they serve -- the Appalachia 

and the Central Mid- Western Regional Educational Laboratories. 
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Here, ce:ntainly, is opportunity for creative innovation in the schools of Tennessee. 

.. as in schools throughout the nation . Here, to revert to your theme for this yeart is a new 

challenge for a new century . 
• 

Those in our society who must need education too often have been the ones least likely 

to receive it. Students whose home environment is drab and dulling all too often find their 

schools equally drab and dulling . 

We must make our schools lively and challenging to these youngsters. 

We in Washington can't tell you how to do it, and we don't intend to try . 

But we do hope and expect that you will come up with new and effective teaching 

techniques which can stimulate these children - - give them a lift -- before it is too late to 

help them. 

As you know, legislation to improve and expand the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act is now before Congress, and I hope that tt will be approved. 

The dramatic new breakthrough this year, however. is toward wider international 

horizons for education. 

In his message to Congress on this subject a few weeks ago, President Johnson 

said: 

" Education Hes at the hea rt of every nation's hopes and purposes . It must 

be at the heart of our Llltern.ational relat ions." 

Of course, I am sure you have felt this all along. But it is new -- a real 

landmark in +-.he history of American education -- to have it stated as national policy. 

The proposed [nternation.al Education Act of 1966 also embodies that high commitment. 

I recommend that you. a s professional educators, give both the President's message and 
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the propo sed legislation careful study. 

I have time here to touch on only a few of their highlights. 

The keystone of the new program is the establishment within the Department of 

Health , Education. and Welfa re ~f a Center for Educational Cooperation. This will bring into 

being for the first time a general headquarters for coordinating our work in international 

education. 

The President has directed that funds be earmarked from Title IV of the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act to strengthen and enrich the ciJ.rriculum relating to world 

affairs in elementary and secondary schools . 

The proposed International Education Act will help our smaller colleges so that they 

can better equip their graduates with knowledge of the outside world . It will also support 

the further strengthening of the larger universities as the nation's leading center of advanced 

training and research in international affairs. 

In this connection? I want to congradulate Memphis State University - ·- many of whost 

graduate s , I understand~ are here -- on its plans to establish an Institute for the Study of the 

Soviet Union and Eastern Europe . I am pleased, also to hear that the University hopes in the 

future to add a number of courses on China. and make the Institute a major center for the study 

of Sino - Soviet affairs 

I came back from my recent trip to Asia with a clear and strong feeling -- which, no 

being reticent by nature, I have frequently and forcefully shared - - that we Americans need to 

know much more about Communist China . I welcomed the President's action opening up travel tc 

China to scholars, and I hope that some of your Memphis State University scholars may be 

able to go there. 
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Education will become an increasingly important part of our aid program . 

Already, for example 7 we have helped the Government of South Vietna m more than double 

its classrooms, nearly t r iple enrollment in primary schools in its fbrst decade of indepen<Ience, 

and step up its enrollment in secondary schools by a factor of better than six over the same 

period . More and more , we see education as the keystone in the building of nations. 

There is much more -- including. what may be of special interest to many of 

you here, the establishment of an American Educational Placement Service to help put our 

teachers in posts abroad. 

Let me finally make the point that we regard international education as a two-way 

street. We are as eager to learn as we are willing to teach . 

Among the proposals to this purpose. the most dramatic is the establishment of an 

Exchange Peace Corps. a kind of ~Volunteers to America." It will bring men and women 

here from abroad, many to work in our schools to give Americans a deeper understanding 

of other language s and cultur e s. 

I have been a teacher of one kind or another all my adult life -- forf to be 

effective in American public life , one has to be an educator too . 

Therefor e . it doe s my he art good to see education attain this new and high 

status in our nation and in the wor ld . 

I like to think that mankind will come to regard us~ not a s a genda rme among 

nations, but as a global center of enl ightenment and learning . 

The educator is already as vital to our international relations a~ the diplomat 

or soldier. 



I can foresee a time when he will be even more important -- the time when 

cooperation rather than conflict is the rule in human relations and when, in the wo:Ji9s 

of the prophet Isaiah, "Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nor shall they learn 

war any more . " 
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