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~As we Democrats meet tonight we look to the ~ 

future. That's what makes us Democrats. We look 

forward to new challenges and new opportunities --

we know that the world is filled with them. We look 

forward. ~~~~~~ 
~ ~enty-one year~ ago ,!!lis ~ee: our nation lost 

the man who gave this country Wlri~ when 

we needed it most ... the man who helped us take 

our place in the world as responsible international citizens 

. . . the man who preserved our democratic system at 

a time when there were those who would have destroyed ... 
it. 



\ -flt o-JJ.t~ -l-tJ ~ 
-f ~ 1J) Well /,..t e-dA-~~~ 1 

~~~4~ 4 1 Twenty-one years ago this week we lost President 

Franklin Roosevelt. 

/....The work we do~ was the work he began. The 
~ w \~cal tn~ Pliir-

world we seek·-- in commoh' with other free nation:~ 

is the one tha\ Franklin Roosevelt ~4i¥~~ ~ 
_:a~ leers i!W: · 

4 

!:Y R "In the f_yt~re da¥s, which we seek to make secure, 

we look forward to a. world founded _ upon _ four esse_ntiall 

human freedoms. _IL&,. 

CD "The first is freedom of speech and expression --

everywhere in the world. 

"The secQ!ld is freedom of every person to worship 
::;:ua:::::ss r· m·c· m .. 

God in his own way -- everywhere in the world. 

"The third is freedom from want -- which, translated 

into world terms means economic understandings which 
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will secure every nation a healthy peacetime life for 

its inhabitants -- everywhere in the world. 

11The fourth is freedom from fear -- which, translated 

-.-...-~;to world terms, means a worldwide reduction of 

armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashio 

that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of 

physical aggression against any neighbor -- anywhere in 

~e world." _ ;:pDf< _ ~ 
4 ranklin Roosevelt saw a world in which the old 

coercions . . . the old oppressions . . . the old in justices -
might be pushed aside He saw a world in which man 

might emerge into an age of enlightenment and understanding. 

~ L., Franklin Roosevelt's vision .. ~! yesterday is our goal 

of today.~work so that it may be the reality of ;/(3 J 
----- • - t 

tomorrow. 'Lll Jt ~ 
~ 
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m 

Today our t!sk at home is to create a society of 

wt:r;'· Slid free men where every American citizen --

no matter where he lives ... no matter what his skin -
color ... no matter where he worships ... no matter 

where he comes from -- may be a fu II productive participant 

in America.tr'o'build a ~ and freer world we need 

a better I ' sr Americq. ~nd, o~r fact~ies, our 

cities, our water, our roads, our people -- thes 
• 

' 
.f'e • • Ailflil i •M- .. 1- a' prspusi~ions( It used 

to be that America was the land of freedom and opportunity ... 

if you had the right last name or went to the right church 
- --
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or worked in the right place or if your~appened to 

be the right shade• bu) today :e are changing things• ... ' .. ..--

America can and will be the land of freedom and -
opportunity when each child entering life can look 

forward to an equal chance to make the most of himself 

... to climb to the limit of his abilities ... to stand 

In the last session of the Congress, under President 

Johnson's leadership -- and the leadership of Senator 
e • 

Carl Haydep* 9!:;;~X!:10.!l~ -- we made into law the hg£es .. . 
and ideas of our generation and the generation before: 

..., 

Voting Rights, Immigration, Education, Medicare, Housing 

and Urban Development, Arts and Humanities. 

~ made laws to make war on poverty. 
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1- new and fruitfu I direction. 

}.__, Thes_:j!ws are nothing more than investments -

many of them deferred for far too long.. They are 

investments in the better and stronger America -- an 

America of -~;{fat must be built if we are 

to carry our burdens at home and in the world. 

~ LJhose burdens will not be small burdens. There 

are, of course, the challenges we face at home. 

L_.1 n lour years, 211 mi Ilion people wi II live here. Ha If 

of them wi II be under age 25. Within ten years we wi II 

need, each year, over 2 mi Ilion new homes ... 

thousands of schools ... transportation systems to 

move goods and people . . . fresh air and light and open 

space . ~~d .a r;, music, literature, theatre --- ~..-.. 
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the things that make life more than a constant struggle 

for material goods. 

~But those tasks are nothing compared to the tasks 

we face in the world around us. 

£.can the four freedoms be realized not only in 

V America but in the world? Skeptics might say that the 

odds are against us. 
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l.J.ooay two-thirds of mankind lives in the same 

darkness and ignorance it has known for centuries --

and the gap between the rich nations and the poor nations 

widens each year.,( At the same time thes/ disinherited of 

the earth .. are.. exposed to modern communication which 
> 

makes it all too clear that they are not sharing in the 

benefits we enjoy as a matter of course{These people are 

the targets of the stirrers-of-trouble and makers-of-violent J 
revolution. I 

could wipe out the Northern Hemisphere in less than a 

half-hour's time. 

~~ ive i~ : wor~ in which large and s~ro~ nations 

have made it their doctrine that democratic institutions must 

be destroyed and small nations brought to heel with brute 

force. 
~ 
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~How, in this environment, will the four freedoms 

ever be achieved? 

We know the answer. 

~ It is true that America is the last, best hope of 

_earth._{:£. _.e. 

At is up to us to lead the way toward the time 

when the threat of nuclear destruction does not hover 

above the earth . 
...... 

,41t is up to us to help the small and weak nations 

build the fabric of strong, stable -- and free -- societies, 

in face of subversion and totalitarian threat. 

k,e know that it is up to us to provide the leadership 

-- yes, often to provide the material resources -- to stimulate 

the strong nations of the West to a greater sharing of 

these tasks. ---.....--.. 



to relax. There wi II be no breathing space. No oceans 

can protect us. There wi II be no way to avoid "tntangli !l9 

leadership are ours to bear. 

1.... The tides of history are moving fast. We can be 

engu I fed by those tides. Or we can use their powerfu I 

generative force. /..we can harnass those tides to the cause 

of mankind -- if we have the courage, if we have the 

.f b ·1d th t ~A . perserverance, 1 we u1 e s rong c . .:e mencan 

society that we wi II need. 

~Will the four freedoms be achieved? 

The answer was given by Franklin Roosevelt in the 

last words he ever wrote -- words he had no chance to use 
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in his Jefferson Day address which would have been 

delivered twenty-one years ago this week. 

Franklin Roosevelt wrote: ''The only limit to our 

realization of tomorrow wi II be our doubts of today. Let 

us move forward with strong and active faith." 

My fellow Democrats: Let us move forward. 

# # # # # 
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As we Democrats meet tonight we look to the future. That's what makes us 

Democrats. We look forward to new challenges and new opportunities --we know 

that the world is filled with them. We look forward. 

Twenty-one years ago this week our nation lost the man who gave this country 

forward motion when we needed it most ••• the man who helped us take our place 

in the world as responsible international citizens .•• the man who preserved our 

democratic system at a time when there were those who would have destroyed it. 

Twenty-one years ago this week we lost President Franklin Roosevelt. 

The work we do today was the work he began. The world we seek-· in common 

with other free nations -- is the one that Franklin Roosevelt looked toward more than 
' 

twenty-five years ago: 

"In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world 

founded upon four essential human freedom:; • 

"The first is freedom of speech and expression -- everywhere in the world. 

"The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way --

everywhere in the world. 

"The third is freedom from want -- which, translated into world terms means 

economic understandings which will secure every nation a healthy peacetime life for 

its inhabitants -- everywhere in the world. 

"The fourth is freedom from fear -- which, translated into world terms, means a 

worldwide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no 
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nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any 

neighbor -- anywhere in the world." 

Franklin Roosevelt saw a world in which the old coercions ••• the old 

oppressions ••• the old injustices might be pushed aside. He saw a world in which 

man might emerge into an age of enlightenment and understanding. 

Franklin Roosevelt's vision of yesterday is our goal of today. We work so that 

it may be the reality of tomorrow. 

Franklin Roosevelt often said that the only whole men were free men. 

Today our task at home is to create a society of whole and free men where every 

American citizen -- no matter where he lives ••• no matter what his skin color .•• 

no matter where he worships ••• no matter where he comes from -- may be a full 

productive participant in America. To build a better and freer world we need a better 

and freer America. Our land, our factories, our cities, our water, our roads, our 

people -- these are the things which must be fully developed if our dream is not to 

exceed our reach. 

We are creating a change of prepositions. It used to be that America was the 

land of freedom and opportunity !!.._you had the right last name or went to the right church 

or worked in the right place ot ·if your face happened to be the right shade. But today 

we are changing things. America can and will be the land of freedom and opportunity 

when each child entering life can look forward to an equal chance to make the most 

of himself • • • to climb to the limit of his abilities . • • to stand right up and claim 

his place in life without regard for any irrelevant mark of the surface. 

In the last session of the Congress, under President Johnson's leadership -

and the leadership of Senator Carl Hayden of Arizona -- we made into law the hopes 
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and ideas of our generation and the generation before: Voting Rights, Immigration, 

Education, Medicare, Housing and Urban Development, Arts and Humanities. 

We made laws to make war on poverty. 

We made laws to turn American agriculture in a new and fruitful direction. 

These laws are nothing more than investments -- many of them defF.:::-red for 

far too long. They are investments in the better and stronger America --an America of 

"whole men" -- that must be built if we are to carry our burdens at home and in the 

world. 

Those burdens will not be small burdens. There are, of course, the challenges 

we face at home. 

In four years, 211 million people will live here. Half of them will be under 

age 25. Within ten years we will need, each year, over 2 million new homes •.• 

thousands of schools • • • transportation systems to move goods and people • . . 

fresh air and light and open space .•• and art, music, literature, theatre -- the 

things that make life more than a constant struggle for material goods. 

But those tasks are nothing compared to the tasks we face in the world around us. 

Can the four freedoms be realized not only in America but in the world? Skeptics 

might say that the odds are against us. 

Today two-thirds of mankind lives in the same darkness and ignorance it has 

known for centuries -- and the gap between the rich nations and the poor nations widens 

each year. At the same time these disinherited of the earth are exposed to modern 

communication which makes it all too clear that they are not sharing in the benefits 

we enjoy as a matter of course. These people are the targets of the stirrers-of-trouble 

and makers-of-violent revolution. 
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We live in a world in which there are weapons that could wipe out the Northern 

Hemisphere in less than a half-hour's time. 

We live in a world in which large and strong nations have made it their doctrine 

that democratic institutions must be destroyed and small nations brought to heel with 

brute force. 

How, in this environment, will the four freedoms ever be achieved? 

We know the answer. 

It is true that America is the last, best hope of earth. 

It is up to~ to lead the way toward the time when the threat of nuclear destruction 

does not hover above the earth. 

It is up to us to help the small and weak nations build the fabric of strong, stable, 

-- and free -- societies, in face of subversion and totalitarian threat. 

We know that it is up to us to provide the leadership --yes, often to provide the 

material resources -- to stimulate the strong nations of the West to a greater sharing 

of these tasks. 

I have news for you~ There will be no time ahead to relax. There will be no 

breathing space. No oceans can protect us. There will be no way to avoid "entangling 

alliances. " 

We are the leaders. And the responsibilities of leadership are ours to bear. 

The tides of history are moving fast. We can be engulfed by those tides. Or 

we can use their powerful generative force. We can harness those tides to-the cause 

of mankind -- if we have the courage, if we have the perserverance, if we build the 

strong cohesive American society that we will need. 
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Will the four freedoms be achieved? 

The answer was given by Franklin Roosevelt in the last words he ever wrote -

words he had no chance to use in his Jefferson Day address which would have been de

livered twenty-one years ago this week. 

Franklin Roosevelt wrote: "The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be 

our doubts of today. Let us move forward with strong and active faith." 

My fellow Democrats: :Let us move forward. 
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