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President Franklin Roosevelt 

issued an urgent call to Congress for federal assistance 
- == -< .. _ _ 

to education. 

He called such assistance "our national obligation 

to all our children.'' "This country," he said, "is great 

enough to guarantee the right to education adequate for 

full citizenship." 

A Tonight we meet at a time when that obligation is 

finally being fulfilled. And no one is more responsible 
~ 

for this than you - -ri.J p-r 4-
~ 
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Your 12 million members have long since proved 

that citizenship in America is active, not passive . 
. - - ... 

-- • : igl :l1cbocrrlp11 R!iipli:::ofilt, oo te 1p111f -- that extremist 

groups have in recent years chosen the P-TA as a target. 

common contempt for the democratic process and for 

democracy itself. 

{}aJfl»t~he best way to defend and extend democracy is to 

put it to work -- meeting people's needs and aspirations. 

And that is ~ Al&.t~deral 

All of you know what the Congress has accomplished, 

under President Johnson's leadership. 
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To this audienc)l ~ ~pitulate the details 

of last year's historic education legislation, or the additions 

proposed this year. 

I shall, though, give you some illustrations of how 

the new programs have worked. 

First, some dollars and cents figures. 

In constant dollars, overall expenditures on education 

in the school year 1966-67 will be double what they were 
.!- = 

ten years ago. 

<And the federal contribution to these outlays has 

increased even more dramatically. 

Expenditures for education through the US Office of 

Education alone are running at a rate 20 times what they 

were a decade ago. 



- 4 -
/ ; \ 

..--" ' Until last yea ,~-tbe fe ral government 
-'-... " 

\ ~)' ~ ....... __ .._ 

. ----general a~ ele~p:ta{y and seconda 
'~ .. • :V 

now have ~Admi·;fslratiQo ~t for over l. 3 bi lion 
h"7 
~ ~~ 

do s for the com· year.! . -~- . ········ ·-~-"-==.:.=.=n, ·= 
~iO)CI~J~~11-~~"';: 'h~:"' <r' ~<::.-~~ -+.71'--;:J"JL~ .;.,.• •. I • ' 

The long debate over federal aid has dwindled away. 

The fear that federal aid would mean federal control._, 

~ been laid to rest~ ..,.,.. 

So we can turn from false issues to real ones. 
~ ' . 

We can5J:fl arguing whether federal dollars should 

be put into our schools, and start discussing how to put 

them to the best use. 

On this score, Secretary John Gardne)\ has said: 

"The need for (school aid) money is less acute than 

the need for new ways to use it ... What's needed is a . ' ... 
combination of money and good educational ideas." 



Gardner said this when he 
/' 

private citizen. · . /,j""/ 
-~ ~/" 

• ,.,r' 
But, as Secretary ~~lth, Education and Welfare, 

/ ... 
; principle -- a 'PrrnciRte which pervades 

ur ne ederal legislation. ~"" ?1:, - -~-v--.-- ,--~~--"-~·• • -~""'" -··· -··- "''''""-• --·~--·->. ,...,.,._~,..~-

{ 1t~n this spirit that the funds allocated under 

to the schools and the children who need help those - - - -
in low-income urban and rural areaso 

- - . a> ~ 

}_ In one problem school in Harlem, the staff has been 

strengthened so that its ratio to students is one to eight. 

Its ultra-modern playground and fresh interior decoration 

have made it a delight to the eyes, inside and out. 
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In that school, the principal called her teachers 

together and said: 

"At last, we have everything we needed and wanted. 

Now it's up to us to do the job." 

j_ At a nearby junior high school -- a junior high 

where the children were supposed to be disinterested --- ...... 

the new federal funds have made it possible to keep the 

us~ LJ 
library open after school hours6 Those disinterested students 

have logged out 40, 000 books in five months. 

4 In one elementary school in my own city of Minneapolis, 

22 mothers have been employed as part-time aides, and there 

is a waiting list of 115 applicants. 

L..,rhey work as home visitors and as playground monitors; 

they read to children and do clerical chores. 

f;.iti;_ I nnova;~; is not :on~·:;t~ ;he big cities • 
.: ,..-- , 
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A skilled teacher in a poor farming community 1n 

Iowa meets with ten small groups of housewives each week 
I -

to tell them what they can do at home with their pre-school 
-. .-

youngsters. 

~The sessions range from the importance of books 

and educational toys to instructions in making finger paint 

from liquid starch and food coloring~hey call it "Pro·ect 

Homestart." It costs less than 10,000 dollars a . ear. 

/ In another rural area, the new school nurse has 

found that a child everyone thought mentally retarded was 

actually suffering from severe but remediable hysical 

handicaps. This story has been repeated in other places. 

I haven•t even mentioned the many imaginative uses 

that are being made of federal funds for supplementary 

educational services, under Title Ill of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act. - ------.. ~· 
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The fact is, a veritable explosion of creative thought --
and experiment is under way in our school systems. 

A~ not everywhere ~ ...--~I"".M.....,... ~~~i..JII 
Many of the ne~~est r~ral school syste_]ls have not 

yet been able to get organized to take advantage of the new 

opportunities~ Her.e the v~rious State Departments of 

Education --\and funds are provided in the Act to strengthen 

them} - can be of great assistance. 

J.. Despite the proven success of Headstart last summer 

( over 500, 000 culturally deprived children took part in it ~ 
school officials have generally not pushed it with federal funds 

during this regular school year. 

L.!;; ly ~ ~~ cent of the children in the pre-school 

age group are presently in classes (including kindergarten) 

under the school aid program. 

~ou •may b:-;e ~el;. J 
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~However, this~ only the fi ~ st ye;r of the new program<:! 

Districts that haven't got off the launching pad this year -
can do so next year •} Ideas that have proven themselves ~ 

~ in pra ice c~~;P by other _sch: districts---

~ At t dawn of Western history, the Greek philosopher 

Diogenes said: 
----- .. 

"The foundation of every state is the education of 

its youth." 

:< Foundations are laid in accordance with what we seek 

to build upon them. 

" Our goal is to bring into being here in the United 

States not a handout state or even a welfare state, but a state 

of opportunity. 

We seek to give effect to the "great law of culture" 

which the great English thinker Thomas Carlyle laid down: 



- 10 -

4 et each become all that he was created capable 

of becoming. " 

-z. To achieve this goal, it is not enough that each 

American child have the fullest opportunity to develop his 

talents. He must also be able to put them to fu II use. 

~ -~·~ 

/, That is why our economic policies are geared to 

vigorous, sustained economic growth, and to the creation --= "' ..... 
of steadily expanding opportunities for employment and 

promotion. -~ . 

t. That is why we energetically promote scientific and 

technological innovation, and their prompt application 

throu_ghout o~r ~CO!]_Qm . 
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J.. That is why we have launched the war against 

poverty, and are determined to press it forward to ultimate 

victory. 

J... That is why we are working for an America worthy 

of its people -- its water fre~h and wholesome . . . its air . t-
clear and free of poll uti on . . . its cities fit and safe _. zaa 

places in which to live ... its open spaces refreshing 
0 

,. et • r r · i 7?:: _.,.. 

to the ,_ spirit.0 

J. Moreover, our vision of the Great Society does not 

stop at the water•s edge. 

L.. The ideal of ~oman _:ducation was a \ound mind in 

a sound body.'\ 

We have set our sights higher. 

We seek a sound America able to help build a sound 

world. --~ 

And we have chosen education as the best means 

to achieve it. 
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LAs Prffiident Johnson said in his message to Congress 

on international education earlier ~his year: 

<''Education lies at the heart of every nation's hopes 

and purposes. It must be at the heart of our international 
·e· ' r ~ 

relations." 

J... We look forward to a world in which, in the words 

of the prophet Isaiah: 

"Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, nor 

shall they learn war any more. 11 

i...J.he road to that kind of world may be long and har?e 

But we know, as Thomas Jefferson said, that man cannot 

be both ignorant and free. - ----·--·-
!.... The road to f~edom begins in the classroom -- here 

and everywhere on earth. r 
Finally, a persona I word. 

~Education was no plentiful commodity when many 

of us grew up. 
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LJ.he tale has been told many times of ho~. P~~s!Qent 
Johnson -- and myself, too, for ttat matter -- dropped out 
- .... 

of school to work, then later to return, and then to teach. 
-l:; = 
L.. We got our college degrees -- far later than many 

young people today. But we finally got them. And because 

of that, the path lay open to a world ahead.~t was a hard 

world, true, but it was ours to enter. 

jl,) ~ow many millions of American men and women, for 

a million heartbreaking reasons, did not have that opportunity? 

~How many millions of talents today lie unused, or 

woefully under used, be cause: 

There was no money. 

A There was no encouragement. 

~There was no hope, back at the crossroads of life. 
-II 

Today America stands as the most rich and powerfu I 

nation in the history of the earth. 
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A There is no depression. There are no ~~e?~ li~;s . 
J.... There are no_.:vind star '!!.; grinding American dreams to 

dust. 

::('can we, in our wealth and power, afford the waste 

of a single American child? 

Can we find any reason for less than excellence - ..... 

b e have made our national commitment. We intend 

to keep it. __.-

# # # # # 

--



TO EVER! JlAN HlS CHANCE-

TO EVERY MAN HlS SHINING GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY - -
TO EVERY MAN, NO MATTER WHAT HlS BIRrH, 

A CHANCE TO RlBE TO WHATEVER HIS MANHOOD AND 

HlS VIS ION CAN COMBINE TO MAKE HIM • - -

THIS IS THE PROMISE OF AMERICA 
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PTA, the grave responsibility or our school to society and 
the grave responsibility of society to our schools. 

He J.cnows, as we clo, that the seeds of the future 
must be sown in the minds of youth. 

In the midst of his many and overwhelming activities 
that you have just heard about, it is cause for pride to 
the PTA that Hubert Humphrey found time to come and talk to 
us. le are sure that he did this because he has a message 
for us that could not be delivered to any one else. ThusJ 
there is something the PTA can do for Amer:toa that nobody 
else can d~. 

Mr. Humphr YJ the PTA welcomes you and awaits your 
meaaage. 

Ladies and gentlemen~ the Vice President of the 
United tates. 

[The audience arose and applauded.) 

THE HONOI1ABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: ~hank you very 
much, Mrs, MoorhtJad~ Thank you for a generous and gracioua 
introduction. And thanl< you, Mr. !>1ayor McKeld::ln for the 
kind or a welcome thAt makes you want to 11ve in Baltimore. 

Talk about a man of enthusiasm and of good will 
and good nature_. I know of none that can e~oeed Mayor 
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McKeldin of the O~ty or Baltimore, Md., and I want to thank 
you, Mr. Mayor. 

Senators Brewster and Tydlngs; my good friends or 
the Senate, Cong cssman Sickles, Congressman Machem, Attorney 
General F1nlan, it is a joy to be here with you and to have 
had th pri :Liege or coming from Washington \'11th you tonight. 
And 1t is suoh a pleaeure to be here with the National Boa~d 
or the National Congress of Parent and Teachers and all 
or the representatives from our states and territories and 
I believe also a representative here from our great sister 
nation to the North, Canada. 

I really looked forward to thia visit since I am 
an old PTAer myself. I think at one time we belonged to at 
least three JTA •a and bel1ev~ it or not 1 l attended quite 
a r w ot the meetings. I think the teachers were mighty 
~appy when I quit attending, several of them6 but 1t wa a 
joyful experience for us. And then tonight I can ' t help but 
feel after listening to Mayor McXeld1n 11et the many duties 
that I am supposed to have, I can ' t help but feel just a 
little tired. Up to that moment, I felt refreshed and 
vigorous and all of a ·sudden it dawned on me that I shouldn ' t 
reel that way. But now that I have mentioned it and purged 



my mind of 1t, I reel Just as I want to, full of enthusiasm 
for this evening. 
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l oo=e here to people that love education.. I come 
to tallt to you because you are the guardians of education, 
And I come to speak to you because you v lue education. And 
·1 come to talk to you because we need your couna and we 
need your advice. And when I say "we," I man loclll and 
state governments as well as the Federal Government. 

I know that you have been having most interesting 
and provocative sessions. I know you have been evaluating 
tho so-called national assessment and I lcnow you have been 
looking over federal programs in the field or education. ell 
may I say that we 1n the Federal Government, members of 
Congress of the Executive Branch and those in stat and local 
government will truly weloome what you h ve to say. \'le look 
forward to receiving your observations and your guidance, 
because much or what we seek to do now 1s rather new. 

Twenty-one years ago~ President Franklin Roosevelt 
!ssuod an urgent call to the Congres of that day ro~ federal 
assistance to education. It was a plea to a nation. He 
called ~uch assistance our national obligation to all or our 
children. "This country," he said, "is great enough to 



guarantee the r:J.ght to edt~cation adequate for full citizen

ship ' 

Pre ident Johnson has said th. t uc eel<: to give 

ev ry ~hild all the education that he c n take~ all that he 

can possibly abso::•b, Th~se are national commitments. 

But tonight we eet at n time hen th t obligation 
of education to every chtld is being finally fulfilled. And 

no one 1a more responsible for lhat has develope , for what 

has happened in this f1 .1 or education than the people I 

spe k to tonight, you of the PTA. 

Teacher ' salaries are better. Oh, my goodness 

me;, in fact I t•as tal :eing to some of ray protes or1al friends 

in oolle e university the other night, and no matter mat 

t e future of politics may offer, if I can Just keep my 

area ntials as a teacher, I shall live ~ell. 

Your 12 million members have long since proved 

th t citizenship 1n this America of ours ts active and not 

paa~ivc. You have ot only proved th1 yo live it. And 

I think you can take it aa omething of a com liment, and 

I might ay a right-hande compliment, that extremist 

groups in r c nt year hav chosen the aa target. My, 

you should V 1 good. Ex·remist groups~ both at the left 



and the right~ they sound different, but th-Y are very 

similar, they share a common contempt for the democratio 
prooesa and democracy itself. Is it any wonder that you 
have been the recipient of ' their arro; ~ their sticks and 
their stt>\'les? 

Of COUl~so, we knOT.'# that the best \iay tO defend and · 
extend dcmoc~acy is to put it to ttwrlc, meeting people ' s needs 
and aspirations . We kno\'1 that the Lincolnian pbr se, "A 

overnmcnt or th eople, and by the eople and for the 
people," is not som ··n:t g to be memorized; but something to 
be aet~d upon,. It is an article or faith for living. And 
because we ltnO\..r that democracy is t·-.ying t~ m~et people ' s 

needS, that is v1ha t we are doing in our gr ... a t programs of 

federal aid to cduention. 

Now a.ll of ycu 1cno\i that the Congress, the most 
reoent Congress~ the ones that these membe~s of Congres 

aerve itl, has aecomplished under Pres.ident Johnson ' s leader•. 
ship~ And I am pleased, Mrs; Moorhead, that ynu noted to~ 
night' that our President and yes, our Vice President, hoth 

:t-Jere teachex·s. You will be interested to knot that the 
maJority leader of the Henate is a teacher, 'l'he maJority 

, leader of the House or Representatives is a teacher -~- an 



ox-1;eacher-> but still a teachei·. And t-IC t eachers al: .. e sort 

of in control and 1e pa~ents, too, l might admit . 

No~ to this audience l don •t need to recapitulate 

th~ details of' last year ' s historic education lesisla.t1on . 

~ny eople '.ave called thU~ 89th Congress the Education 

Congreao and indeed ·t d oerv~a the title and l don •t believe 

that I need to even tell you of the new proposed lvgislation~ 

But I aan give you a rew illustration3 or how th~se new 
programs have 'i:vorked and maybe l?etter yet;~ ot-1 they are 

i tended to work. 

First, just some dollars and cents figures. In 

constant dollars -- that takes care of all these fluctuations 
or prices -- over~all expenditures on education in th 
school yea~ 1966 and 1967, 1111 be double wha they are ten 

years ago; in cot1stant dollars, double. We Americana have 

poured it :tn -- poured ou;r resources 1nt:.> education. And 

the federal cont~1bution to these outlays has ~ncreased even 
more dramaticallY.; even though great tribute is d\1! to th 

local governments for their excellent sup~ort in most areas 
of American eduoat1orJ. Expenditu:r:-es for eduea.tion through 

the Un1ted States Of'fiae of Education alone are :running at 
a rate twenty times t-Ihat they \'Jere a decade ago. In fact.; 
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o.ll forms of federal education only three years ago totaled 

about four and a half million dollara, Today your Federal 

Government 1 putting into the channels or educations elemen• 

t ry_ econdary and higher, almost ten and a half billions 

of dollars. ln three year think or the change. 

Until last year the Fe~eral Government gave no 

genet-al aid to elementary and secondary education, ~hat has 

changed. And this yea~ we are asking for a billion three 

hundred million dollars Just for th t one program. 

Now the lon deb over federal aid baa dwindled 

~Jay; at east tt is somewhat subdued., The fear that federal 

aid Hould mean federal eontrol hopefUlly has been laid to 

rest and tJe \'rlll Bee to it~ . mrking tos .ther, that there ts 

no federal domination. 

{Applause] 

We believe in local control. Just remember that 

the members ot Congress come from your tot\lns and cities and 

states. We are not people from the moon. We belong to 

you. This 1a a rcpreaentative government. And we want our 

educational struotur to be what you want it to be because 

we are ot ·you and I think together, working together, cooperat• 

ing~ not fighting, we can preserve the kind of control that 



is needed and indeed the kind of management of education at 

the local 1 vel that you ·ant. 
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So tie can turn no~ from some or the old false issue& 
t some or the real oneaJ because the e are still plenty of 

things to orry about besides federal control; We can stop 
a.rgv.1ng ¥-Ihether federal dolla:rs hould be put into our schools, 
beeaus¢ they are goi»g to be. It 1 a matter or national 

necessity an~ indeed national defen e. And we now can start 

cisouss1ng how best to u e tboae dollars and that 1a where we 
ought to be putting our attention~ 

No\" on this score., Secretary John Gardner~ when a 

p!'ivate citizen, had this to say ·- thi.., tUlS before he became 
..... c etary. "The need for school aid money ia less aoute 

than the need for nel ways to use it. What is needed 1s a 

combination of money and good educational ideas. 11 

Secret ry John Gardn r, Department of Health, Educ -
tion and Welfare, a great educator, a man who is known ror 
his dedication to excellency believes the same way not as 

he id when he made that statement. And it is in this spirit 
that tbe funda allooat d under Title l o.f the E ementary 

and Secondary Education Aet are direoted p~im1ar1y . to the 

sehoola and to the children \'lho most need the help. Those 



in the low income urban and rural areas.. We need to bring 

all Americans up to a level of educat1onal part1cipat1on and 

excellence to the best or their ability. Som p ople need to 

catch up. Some people even need a bead sta~t and everyone 

needs a fair chanee .. 

In one problem acbool 1n Harlem1 for example, an 

it ia a very difficult area of which l s ea~, the starr has 

been so strengthened under the termo ofthin ct that its ratio 

o students is one to eight. Oh~ how t achers would love 

that, But these are for problem children. Its ultramodern 

playground and rreah interior decoration have made it 

a delight for tbe students, the parents and the teachers. 

And in that school the principal called her teachers together 

and sa:td, "At l st;)' we have everything we needed and ton~nted. 

1-Im.z :tt 18 up to ua to tbe Job." 

But wbat this teache~ ~~as saying is that it takes 

more than fac111t1aa for an education. It takes the dete~

minatipn, the dedication, yea~ the total dedication of a 

gifted teacher .. 

At a nearby jun1.or high school, a jun.ior high where 

~h1ldren ere suppose to he disinterested in education and 

read1..ng~ the ne\1 fedel'8'1 f'und h;;1ve made it po aible to keep 



the library open after achool hours atld to get some nel'l bookfh 

And these eo--called disinterested atudents, and they 1t1ere 

called that ror a long time, have within the last few weeks 

logged out 40,000 books in five months, 

I have a.een in my own $tate what a mobile 11bra.ry 

can mean to a little village that had no library and how e 

fetJ people in that community were determined to get books to 

that oommun1t~ and how the whole· comm-unity lit~rally devoUJ>ed 

the books.. People do want to learn. They are hungry for it, 

:tn one elementa:Py school in my m·m city ot Minnea

polis, 22 mothera have been employe4 as pa:rt-t1me a:tdes and 

there ts a waiting list of 115 applicants. They work as 

home visitors and aa playground monite>rs and they read to 

children and do clerioa.l chores. 

But I watlt y.ou to know that it novation and oreat1v• 

ity :ta no't the special prerogative of the big o1t1es. I nave 

spoken all over America about eduo tional innovation and 

much o£ ~hat is being done 1s being aooomp11nhed 1n some of 

the smaller communities or our land. The skilled teacher 

in a poott :farming oommun1ty· in Iowa meets with ten small 

groUp$ of hous~wive$ ea~h week to tell them what they can 

do at hom.e with their preaohool youngsters, And look at 
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what t'le have learned out or rojeet Head Start . 'rhe sessions 

in this country area that I sp ak of range r om the importance 

of ooks and educational toys to instruction in making finger 

paint from li~uid starch nd rood coloring. They call it 

"Project Home Start ,. tt And 1t didn ' t cost muc • For the ~hole 

state, lO~ooo. An idea t to work. Trying something new . 

And let me ay to every parent in thiB audience 

an every t aeher~ we need to try things that are new. There 

is a'bas1c inborn timidity in educational curricula and 

teaching techni~ues and I have a feeling that sometimes our 

education today ia not r levant in all to many areas to the 

n eds or the prospective student. Mayb this is why 750,.000 

school dropo1ta last ,ear. Maybe this i& why we face the 

possibility of 32 million adults in our abor force by the 

year 1975 with no high school ucation unless .111e do 

something to make education attractive# to eive education a 

sense or motivation for the student. 

ow we know that we can ke educatioh exciting. 

It has been demon trated. The story that I told you no or 

Iowa baa been repeated in other places . In o e·rur l area 

the new school nurses found a child every one thought mentally 

retarded tta actually aurre:t .. 1ng rom severo, but remedial 
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phyateal handioaps. And oh_, that story ~ould be X" peated 

a thousand times. Why there 1. a doctor in Wesbington, D.c .. ., 

who has demr>nstratecl by his eye surgery a :ld treatment aa a 

doctor that ny that were considered to be mentally ~e

tarded were only th· v:lctims o!' eyesight trouble nnd of 

hca:tt1ng detects. Yet, literally hunda'eds o:r thousands, yes 

many hunared ·of thousands nr young boys and g1rla have nev r 

had a phys,_ca 1 examination. \'1 have never ;:novm what •aa 

their trouble.. We have been so buay treating the many, 

educating the multitude that we have forgotten the individual 

and education 1n a democracy must be an individual experience 

-- an individu~l experiena_. 

[Applause] 

Now I haven ' t even ention~d the many imaginative 

uses that ate being madE' or federal funds fo:r supplementary 

edueational ~e~vicea under ~itle 3 of tbe Federal Aid Act . 

Wl at l am trying to tell you is, put the money to t-Jork. You 

·ould be su~prised to learn tonight that much or the ~oney that 

is available isn ' t e•en being uaed. And. yet I hear people 

say, "Oh we must apprr.fpriate mUch mo:rtet 11 Yea., I l<;not>J that 

education needs mo~e. I know that medical research needs 

more. But I can say to you in ~Y Gapacity as a member of 
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the President ' s Cabinet and we had a 2~hour Cabinet meeting 

today and no topic ia of more importance than education, that 
much of the mone, that has been made available is not even 
being used by the states and the localities beoauae much or 
it, at least some or it., is dedicated to creative use of 
f unds, searching out new t ..... chniquea; new tiay and means to 

ec.u.cate . Anybody can use money for bricks and mot .. tar or to 

increase ~ salary and these are both important, but wnat is 
most important is hot·J do t· e design new 1ays and means of 
communication from teacher t~ student, from teacher to 
student to parents, from teaoher to student to parents to 

the community? \'Ia have much to learn. 

The fact is that ver.table explosion of creative 

thought, an expe,...tment 1n eduoati.on could be and in many 

instances is under t.qay in our aohool systems. But as I said. 

not everywhe~e. I ask you tonight; ia it happening in your 

community? BecaWiJe good soh'Oo a mean nothing unl ss they 
are in your community, It ia in your community that good 

sohoola must exist. 

Many of the needy rural school systems b ve not yet 
been able to get organized to take advan ase or the new 

opportunities. Here the va1•ious state depal'tments oi' education 
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can be ot gr at assistance. Funds are made available under 

f'ederal a1d. Despite the proven auooess of p:rojeot Head 

Start last summer, and it ~s a godSend3 project Head Start, 

told us more about teaching and the 1:1m1tatione of teaching 

under proaent methods than any experience we have ever had. 

We learned more about ch:tldl"enJ more about neighborhoods, 

.ore about paronts, "A little child shall lead them," and 

indeed.., a little child"' three to five ~ears o:f age led 

teachers and school boards nd community le dera right back 

to the ource of trouble the family, tho commun1ty.t the 

areas ot depravation. We had literally an educat1onal revolu~ 

tion out of proJect H ad Start. And ho,., many lives were 

touohed and helped? Over 500,000 culturally deprived 

childl'en tool<: p rt in this program. School off1c1-ala~ however, 

have generally not pushed it t'Jith .federal funds du.r:tng the 
t 

regular school yea:t~. It has become ummer project. But it 

it is good in the summer, it 1s good all year and I think we 

ought to give 1t that kind of emphasis. 

(Applause] 

Only 7~ of the children in tbe preschool group are 

presently in clas es inolud1ng kindergarten, under the school 

aid program. That is not good enough for America. X think 
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you may be able to help. And I ask you to gi e it your atten

tion and l know if ~·ou do, the next time I talk to you~ l 

know I will be able to eny at leagt 2~ or the preschool 

children w111 be getting some educ tional experience. 

Howeve~~ of course~ this 1$ only tho £1rst year 

of the ne1r1 program and one ahould not be too critical or 

impatient . But a little iropat1enca sort or moves us to 

actton, DistriOt$ that baven 1t l1terally $Otten off the 

launching pad this year.t nan do so next year. l hated to 

mention launching pad tonight . As chairman ot the Space 

Couno11 th1.s bas been a diSappointing day for us. 

Ideas tbat have proven themselves in practice tb1s 

f1l'1st year can be p1okeO. up biV othe1• school dtetricts and I 

hope that you will sponsor literally a national inventoryJ 

a national inventory of all the rtew ideas, the innovations 

:tn education and edttcatiorial techn1 u.ea and :t'ograms and 

methode and e·duca.t1onal materials. Let •s find out what each 

of us is doing all acroa~ America . tell you if we don ' t 

make an 1nvento:t"Y of it1 it tlill be lost 1n one community 

and not found tn another~ We must share. 

You ll{tlow at the dawn ot Western h1Story the Greek 

philost>Pher Diogenes said, uThe :roundation or every state . 
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is the education of ita youth, •• So you see, it is nothing new .• 

How many of us have aa1.d thiSp Mr. Mayor and Senators? 

Foundations, hot-lever, are laid in accordanc with ~bat we 

ae ~ to build upon them and our goal is to bring into being 

here 1n the United States, not a handout state, not a welfare 

state, but a state of opportun1tyJ a atate of opportunity 

for everyone, ~e seek to give effect to the great law ot 

culture which the English thinker Thomas early.,_ laid down 

c "'?S ago, .. Let each bc .. om all he was created capable or 

becoming, u \·le seek to make that a reality and not merely a 

phrase. And to aonieve thi goal, it is not enough 'that each 

American child have tba fullest opportunity to d velop his 

talents. He must al o be ab1e to put those talents to full 

use and that is by our economic policies are geared to 

vigorous eusta1ned economic growth and to the ere t1on of 

steadily expanding opportun1ti s ror employm nt and promotion. 

And that is hy we are seeking to open the doors, all th 

doors, or educational Qpportunity to those tho have bad those 

doors closed so long because some people thou ht the color of 

their skin w s not right or their religion was not what they 

liked or they d1dn •t like the ~~Y they spelled tb ir last 

name, e are too responsible, too sophisticated, too mature 
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This is why we are enc~getioally promoting scientific 

and technolosical innovations and their prompt application 

throughout our ~o ot~y. And it is because we want eve~yfine 

to put their talent to work that we promote now the Touth 

opportunity o~uupa1gn c~alling Upon emplO .ore and unions and 

churches and schools and mayora · a~d governors .. yes.:t everyone, 

to give a helping hand to young man or a young woman \ihO 

needs a Job this summer., to bring them into the main stream 

of American life. And th1a is wh~r we have launched the 'ar 

on Povert1.:t not to make verty tolerableJ but to break people 

out or the prison of poverty, to break tho chaiua that bind 

p ople like slaves to porerty. The povertt or the spirit, 

the poverty of the Ulind~ th\9 poverty of the eoul and the 

poverty or th~ purse. And this is a d1ftioult assignment. 

But we Ame~!oans a~e made for dittioult assignments. We 

leave it to others to take on tbe easy one$. 

And th1a is whY we a~e working to~ an America worthy 

or its people; its water fresh and holesomeJ 1t air clear and 

free or pollution; its e1ties :fit and safe places in which 

to 11V~H its open •paces ~erreshing to tb~ spirit. Moreover,. 

our vioion of a. ~ea.t society does not stop at the water•a 
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' dge . 'l'he idea. of Roman educ tio t-Jas sound mind tn a 

sound body~ We set our s·ghts even higher W seek a sound 

America to help build a ound orld. And t e have ahosen 

education as the beat m.ans to achieve it. 

We want our America to be kno~n not as the warrior# 

but as the teacher. ~le nnt this great .merica to be knm-m 

for ita scholarship;, not uH:n"ely for 1ts l·Jealth and its pa-Jer • 

And these great ideals Qan be achieved. 

President Johnson said in his message on inter• 

national education,nThat education l:tes at the heart or every 

nation ' s hopes find purposes. 11 And it must be at the heart or 
o ~ international relations. 

~herefore~ we look fo~~rd to a world in which in 

th words of the prophet Isaiah, "Na t1on shall not lift up 

sv1ord ga1nst nation_, nor- hall they learn war any more. u 

~he road to that kind of a orld is lOng, 1t is difficult and 

hazardous. But it 1 tbe only road tt~e dare travel . 

I believe it was Thomas Jefferson who told' us that» 

"Man cannot be both free and 1gflor nt . " And I think \'le 

eou d all tell each other there is no p ace~ no genuine peace, 

the peace of developm nt, or growth, 0~ living, the peace 

that is active and not passive, unl~as man is enlightened, 
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unless h1s mind and his spirit are awake. 

The road to freedom~ thereforej begins in the class

room here and eve:ryt..rhcre on earth nd let us help build 

classrooms for God ' s children. 

Finally, a person 1 word. Education was not a 

plentifUl commodity when many of us grew up. The tale has 

been told many times of hot·1 the Prestdent and myself, too, 

for that matter, d~opped out of school to work~ and l dtd for 

siX years and then later returned and then to teach. We 

got our college de~ees f·r 1ater that many young people today , 

But e tinallY got them . Thank goodness the standards were 

not (!uite as difficult . And because o.f tha.t, the path lay 

open to a world ahead. Education, the key that unlocks the 

mystery bo~ or the future. 

That path to the world ahead brought us to a. hard 

world~ but it wa$ oura to enter. Ob, bo1 many millions of 

American men and 1omcn for a million b rtbreak1ng ~easona 

did not have our opportun:l.ty.. Ho\>J many millions or talents 

today lay unused or l!metully underused beeause there was no 

money1 no encouragement, no hope back at the crossroads or 

life. But today Amertca stands as the moat riah and powerful 

nation in the history of the world and there can be no 
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exeuse for our failure • Ther~ is no depression, there are 
no bread lines and there are no windStorms grinding merica •s 
~eam to dust. Rightfully we aak1 can we 1n our lealth and 

pol'u~r afford the waste of a single American cbild11 the most 
precious of our resources. Can we find any reason fo less 
then excellence or education and fullness of opportunity for 
all? I think not» 

to keep it. 

e have made our commitment and we intend 

And I beli ·ve that ~homaa Wolfe gave us the synthe~ 
sis of what t:Je seek to do as parents and a~ a rJation and as 
teacher , and told us what this nation needs and I ask you to 
rem mber these words as your inspiration at least they are 
to me. This is · hy I want ! t ant to be in public life: 

"To every man h-1s chance. To every man his shining 
golden opportunity. To every man, no matter uhat his birth., 
a chance to rise to whatever his manhood or h1s vision can 
combine to make him. Thie is the prom1so or Amer1ea.u 

nd y friends of the National Congres of Parents 
and Teachers Association, you can help make that promi come 
true .for every American. Thank you. 

(The audience arose and applauded.] 

PRESIDEN'r MOOlUIEAD: r.. Humphrey, tqe thank you 
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