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NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE ON E 

My forebears came from New En I 

the sense of duty they brought to whatever they did. 

~ Their philosophy of education was not too far 

from that expressed by old Thomas Huxley: 

"Perhaps the most valuable resu It of all edu:ation 

i:,.the ability to make yourself do the thing y,.g.u. h4e to. 

do, when it ought to be done, whether you like it or not.''' --_,. 
/,1 don't know whether New Englanders did it 

because "they had to do it" or because they knew what 

education meant for the future, but the fact is that New 

England has been the seedbed of educational excellence - .. 

In America. 
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)11 was here that the earliest school systems in ou 

country were established. 

~ I think of the founding of Harvard in 1636, and of 

what it and the other outstanding New Engl·and private 

colleges have meant to our nation -- and yes, what in 

recent years they have meant to Washington. \ 
• L. I think, too, of those pioneers of universal public 

education, Horace Mann of Massachusetts and Henr Barnard 

of Connecticut. -. Z A~. coming from the Middle West as I do, I think 

especially of Justin Morri II of Vermont, whose far-sighted 
"""= 

legislation established our great system of and-grant colleges. 

~u in New England have gained solid economic 

advantage as well as national and even i nteLnational prestige 
..... ~.... ,......, 

from your leadership in education. 
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i T~e concentration of scientific and technological 

talent in New England has particularly helped to attract 

important new industr"es to this region. 

J.. These industries have more than made up in 

employment -- and much more in payrolls -- for the~--'-
contraction of some of your traditional i ndustries• 

j_ However, it is not enough to win ~ad~ship't J::f 
must be held and maintained. 

Ll have been interested to sense, in the press and 

public discussion of education here in New England, a 

healthy spirit of self-examination. 

I note, for example, that the state universities of 

New England are felt to be still some distance from carrying -
out the great commitment of the Morrill Act, that of 
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providing higher education for the sons and daughters 

of ''yeomen and mechanics." 

In some areas, your facilities are still inadequate. 

In others, the motivation to go on to college seems to be 

weak. 

Z In some of your states, the levels of college attendance 

are far below those of other parts of the country. 

J... In some areas, dropouts from high school exceed 

the national average. 
> .t\: I n short: While New Eng Ia nd has exce lied i n offering 

quality education to the intellectual best .of our country1 • 
it still has some distance to go in offering full educational 

opportunity to its own young people, and in motivating - ~ --
them to take fu II advantage of it.1 

}. I shall not dwell upon these problems: You live 

~th the~ and know them far better than I do.D 
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i., The important thing is that you have organized 

yourselves to do something about them.~n4 the federal 

government, through the landmark l_~gislation adop!ed 

by the Congress last year, is in better position than ever 

before to help you help yourselves. - ~ J,..J A-t D · /0 
1 

f,l/• 
~ Of all this legislation, the most fmportant is the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. 

We are now very near the end of the first full 

school year in which the programs set up by the Act 

have been in operation. 

~ Today I wish to briefly review some of the most 

important parts of our first year's experience. 

First, our experience with Title I of the Act, where 

most of the money is spent and where the need is greatest 

-- among the poor and deprived: 
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Appropriations under the Act were not available to 

the states until late September last year, and the program 

got off to a late sa rt. 

j This accident of the Congressional time-table heightened 

the importance of prompt action by the states and local 

school districts. 

~The state of Connecticut, for example, had already 

authorized and funded a similar program of its own, and 

was ready to take advantage of the new law immediately. 

~ In some other states -- as some of you know first

hand -- things moved more slowly. 

J.... l n some areas, the old bogey of "federal control" was 

-exhumed and paraded. 
~ 1 rrl r. iiZ, A few school districts actually refused to have 

anything to do with federal aid, although some of these 

districts later changed their minds. 
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/...Needless to say, n~ dist~ct is obliged to sept 

these funds. If it decides not to, that is its privilege 

and also its responsibility~ ~~,~=~~ 
~Perhaps the greatest single probe facing the new 

program -- and one which became evident almost immediately --

was the shortage of available personnel, particularly in 

specialized ski lis. 

Not only are more classroom teachers and administrators 

urgently needed, but also psychologists, social workers, 

remedial instructors, nurses, guidance counselors, and 

le J 
1\. speech, hearing, and reading specialistsl 

~In this regard, j maktpecial appeal to the 

representatives of colleges and universities here. 



And our young people 

must know it. 

Another problem which surfaced almost immediately 

was a misunderstanding in some places of the intent of 

Congress to focus the funds upon disadvantaged students• 

~ In a few places, the added funds were spread more 

or less evenly over all the school~. ~ n m!!!:e dis,!_rict} it 

was proposed to channel the money to disadvantaged schools 

rather than students. 

This was not the intent of Congress» 

The lk' funds available -- though they are ....... 
substantial -- are still limited in relation to the need. 

Jhey must be concentrated upon the 

disadvantaged students themselves,p,+ program which 

does not propose to do so is not living up to the intent 

of the~, 



- 9 -

know that there are some schools where nearly 
b---

.!!J. the students are disadvanta~ed• But there are many -
more where they are not. 

~ Some school district) particularly in remote rural 

areas, are still finding it difficult to organize themselves 

to formulate and submit any project at all. 

~Here State Departm!Wts of Education -- and the Act 

provides funds to strengthen them -- can give valuable 

leadership and assistance. It can be done, ~J., J 
" As late as January l of this year 80 per cent of the 

most poverty-stricken counties in the United States -- counties 

where the per capita annual income is less than 750 dollars 

a year -- had received no funds under Title I. But by . - -a 
March, that figure had been reduced to 27 per cent. 
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~ I should add that an additional 11 per cent were 

ineligible to receive the funds allotted to them because 

their school administrators refused to sign a statement 

of compliance with civil rights regulations. 

It is tragic that these counties, among the neediest 

in the nation, thus deprived themselves of aid for their 

children. 

L But we cannot in good conscience be self-righteous 

about it. 

J.. De facto segregation exists in all areas of the country, 

even here in New Englan~ and it is a problem we are going 

to have to face with increasing determination .• 
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-:1. The Office of Education has estimated that as 

many as seven million educationally handicapped 

children wi II receive benefits under Ti tie I by the end 

of this summer. 

~Two-thirds of the Title I funds are being spent 

for "new," as contrasted with 11Continuing, •• services. 
- :> 

These special programs range from kindergartens 

for the children of the poor to new work-study programs 

for meoJalty retarded high-schoolers. -
The principal target of local programs has been 

the child from 3 to 12 years old, with the major emphasis 
- 1 a 

upon the language arts -- reC!£liQ9, 

and listeni~./ 
... z , 

.. __ b 
writing, speaking --= 
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~ Also new to many elementary schools are eacher 

~ and other auxiliary personnel.{counseling, once 

restricted to secondary school_;, is becoming an accepted 

part of the elementary school program. 

" Title funds are also providing .!2!!!!_:nd clothing 

and a variety of health services for deprived chi ldren• 

In many small, rural school districts, this is something -
entirely new, although they have recognized the need for 

years• 0£~ I ~ • 
( Another new trend is the expansion of the school 

day, week, and year, with after-hours, Saturday morning, -- ..... 
and summer programs for those who need "catch-up" 

time. -
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~ Title I is the heart of the Elementary and Secondary 

Educatio~ .:t.~But to m} one of the most exciting 

programs under the Act is Title Ill, offering federal 

funds for supplementary educational services for all 

children. 

~is intended to give our schools the opportunity 

for real innovation and experiment in the things they teach 

and the way they teach them - to elicit, as President 

Johnson said to the White House Conference on Education 

last summer, "new leaps of imagination and creativity." 

~;,.erywhere, school systems are rising to this 

opportunity . .... . 

k or instance, when I spoke in DeKalb County, 

Georgia, a few weeks ago, I found that they were building 

an observatory and planetarium with the help of Title Ill 

funds. 
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LIn Nlnnebunk, Maine, I am told, a mobile van is 

going on the roads to help students who are deficient in 

reading comprehension, phonetics and vocabulary It wi II 

be called "The Roving Reader, 11 and it will serve children 

in several elementary and secondary schools that have no 

facilities for remedial reading. 

School systems, both urban and rural, are coming a .._. 

~A sampling of the proposals that have been a,£Pro~d 
••-•already includes summer field work for students 

I Q 

in biology and the physical sciences ... festivals of the 

performing arts ... and special programs for dropouts 

and for actual or potential delinquents. 

Large school systems have projects for the application 
b¢' 

of computers to facilitate learning• Small ones have shown 

ingenuity in their own way. 
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( One school district in the wide open space of Colorado 

for example, is investigating the possibility of putting the 

time its students spend in school buses -- up to two hours a 

day -- to educaticni use. 

As compared with other fields of activit~ and particularly 

,with modern and progressive industries~ the sums devoted to ,...,_..... . 
basic research in education have been shamefully small. 

~Projects in this field are getting under way all over 

the country• The present estimate_ is that over 4 million 

ollars will be committed to New England colleges for this 

1 

Finally, may I add this: Two major themes run through 

our whole new approach to education. 
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L One is the method chosen: "Creative federalism," 
....... 

if you will, 

J.... What this means, quite simply, is that the new 

education laws were drafted -- and are being administered --

so as to encourage maximum state local and private initiative ... 
and follow-througi]. k t means that we recognize that federal 

help is neede~ but that we also recognize that it is on the 

immediate, local level that American children wi II receive 

good : ducation or bad. - J-~fot • ..., .. ~hil•llll"' 
~ The other is the overall oal~ Opportunity for every 

child to get all the education he is capable of absorbing, so 

that he can achieve what Robert Louis Stevenson aptly 

described as "the only end of living . .. to be what we 

are and to become what we are capable of becoming. 11 

Our whole program is designed and orchestrated 

in the spirit of the Great Society we seek to build in the 

United States. 
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L What we seek to build is not the Handout State. 

It is not the Welfare State. It is, in the true Yankee 

spirit of self-help and self-reliance, the Opportunity State.l 

And that means opportunity for each part of the 

United States, as well as all its individual citizens. 
c:=. 

You here in New England, in stressing education 

as a way to self-renewa~ are acting in the authentic spirit 
I I • ~ 

~ I lh of the Great Society. -

And I assure you that the federal government stands -
ready to he I p you., 

# # # # # 

\.\ :.r. ~~ Jw. ~ -4.«,.,.;,.1 
f,.tk - ;4 .... +1.,_ e.. .. ., 
,~ ('' 

• 



t'ltUISCRIP.f ADlltESS G1YEII BY VICE ftESDEift' 'rilE 
UR1TED STATES IIUBEilf B. IIJilllaEY AT DE REif 'f'JAMD REGICilAL 

CDWEIEJICE EIIJCAr.IOB 
Kay 20. 1966 

thank you:, Dr .. Babbidge. for your gracious 

reception d introduction. to our two esteemed Governors 

that are here. There may be more, but I see the Governor of 

the great st te of llew JlaqJshire. Governor King, and the 

Governor of the great st'ate of ssachusetts • Governor Volpe • 

aJ:"e here tdth us. And 1 ~~~ant to pay my respects to a good 

friend and colleague in the Senate. the presiding officer 

of the Senate. I take special liberties, and I hope you will 

understand that. I see Senator Tom Mcintyre here nd Congress-

man Buot from the llouse of Representatives. There are so many 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 

that t could note • but I believe we aught to get right down to \, 

busim sa. You have a full nd rich progr for your 

England Conference on £due tion. 

I can't help but" note how happy I was to hear that 

the City Council of rtsmouth decided to make Friday, May 20th. 

Hubert &.lmphrey Day. I don't recall that I have ever had any

thing like th t happen to e before. You would be surprised 

how much Vice Presidents appreci te those little things. 
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As has been indicated here • I am deeply intereated 

in education, as a parent, ae a citizen, and as a member of 

the aov.-nment. tolittcs is • precuioua business. 88 we all 

kn , and it is very good to renaw one' a credentials in ny 

profeseional life be may have once enjoyed.. And I would like 

to say to all of thOse in the field of higher education and 

also in elementary and secondary education, l was once a 

teacher, I once was profesMr and with just a little re .. 

furbishing I could do it all oar again if necessary! I want 

you to know that if l wePe to teach the courses in American 

Government once gain. they might be little bit different 

fzom the ones that I taught some time ago. ln fact • I've 

thought I owed same of my students sort of a refund due to 

lack of knowledge on my part as to tlhat government w a all 

aboUt. 

How, my forebears came from this part of America -

at least my father's people. And l think l know the sense of 

duty that these good, hardworking people brought to Whatever 

they did. Their philosophy of education, which is so clo e to 

the hearts of every person here, was not too far from that 

expres d by old Thomas Huxley. And I think Jllxley' s eo~ept 

of education surely fits this part of aur beloved land. He 

said: "JJ~rh-.ps the most valuable result of all educat'ion is the 
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abUity to $ yourself' do the thing you have to do. when 

it ought to be done, whether you like it or not." Jt eems 

like I beard ~ father say things like that to m • 

I don't kn wheth r ew Englanders did it because 

"they had to do it" or because they knew what education meant 

for the future, but the fact 1 that this are • l1ew England, 

h a been the s dbed of educational excellence in Americ • 

It led the ay. 

It was here that th earlieat aehool system in 

our country ere established. nd it waa in th1 are that 

the spark for education and enlightenment came to eric 

and burst into flame. 

I think ~f the founding of Harvard back in 16 6, 

and of what it nd the other outstanding colleges nd univer

sities have meant to our nation •• and ye • I might add, 

wh t they have meant in more recent years to ashington. 

You can tak a census in the gov rnment of 'this land and I 

c~ tell you that substantial portion of the top talent 

of the nation comes from yattr ew England universities. 

I think,. too. of tho e pioneers of universal 
j 

public edUc tion, Horace Mann of ssa chu etts and Henry 
! ~ 

· arnard of COMectiooi:. And. can.ing from the Middle West 

as I do, I think especially of Justin Morrill of Vel'tmnt 
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whose far-sighted legislation back in the 1860's establiShed 

our gre t ayat of land-grant colleges. l am . gradu t 

of a land•grant eollege• the University of Minnesota., , d I 

doubt th t ~stin KowUl had any idea tb t one of the colleges 

e tablished through his legislation would bav approximately 

~3.000 students in the year 1966 .. 

, you in Hew England have pined solid economic 

advantage s well_ ae n tional and ttv n intemat.tnal pm st1ge 

from· your le dership in educ rt1on. I think that this audience 

in particular knows tbat educ tion is the new weapon.. J tltlk 

:th t you ap reeiat possibly as nucb if not more than any other 

group in America th t edUcation m n n industry, new jobs. 

better life. and new pO\fer for your are and for our country. 

Education is as much part f the national security of this 

1 nd s any weapons systen or any part of our military estab

lishment. Without education we are weak. i~apable of le der• 

ship, and surely unable to bear the burdens of responsibillty. 

The concentration of scientific and technological 

talent in England and your efforts to expand it have 

part:tcul«rly helped to attract iovortant new industries to this 

region. .t think of the iq)ortance of the new l1A8A laboratories 

that wUl be in this great Hew England aector, particularly in 

the Bc;ston-tarnbridge area. fheae industries have more than 
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de up in ~l~nt -- and much more in payrolls -

for the exodus and the contraction of aome of your tr ditionlll 

induetra. H ev r, I think that you would agree with me, 

there is no uae b ting our bre ata about th laurels of 

yesterday. It is not enough to tel n leadership 1 1 t JJI.lst b 

h ld nd nul!ntained.. lt nust be refreshed all the time. 

%his 1 a highly conpetitiv America. And, I can tell you 

right now that all over this land there are educ:: :tors. 

dm!nistr tore, and citizens who are seeking to expand their 

edUcational faollit:fe s and progr s. I hae been in the id-

e t 1 I have been in the Southwest & J have been in the South• 

e st;, and in the rthwest. There is an educ tional explosion 

in Americ , , if you e gOing to maintain a reputation for 

exceUence and your initial dvantage, you re going to have 

to really coq;»et • And that's ~at I'm here to encourage you 

to do. 

I have been interest d in your own pl"''eesses of 

self-evaluation and self examin tion and sen e in the press 

nd public d!scuseion of education here in ew England, that 

you are looking ahead and that you have healthy spirit of 

self'•exemination. I note, for xaq>le, that the state univer• 

s1t1es of New ngland are felt by many of you to be still sone 

distanc from carrying out the great connitment of the Morrill 

~. Act. namely that of providing highEr education for the sons and 



d-aughter of ttyeomen and meehanics," that is the son and 

daughter& of people 1n the middle-income or lower-income 

br ckets. Sn some are s. your facilities are still inade• 

quat"4!.. ln others, the motivation to go to college seems 

to have sl ckened, to be weak. 

In some of your states, the levels of college 

ttendance, I regret: to tell you, &l'e below those of other 

parts of the eountry. And I know you w nt to do something 

about it. 

In orne ~ s • dl'Opouts from high school exceed 

the n t1onal ever ge. low, th*t's Spotty, but it doe:s us 

no good tCJ er up the ehortcomings. We need to go to 

rk n them. because we now have the tools to do the job. 

Jn short. while Mew England h a excelled in 

offering quality edueation to the intellectual best of our 

country, it still hils some distance to go in offering full 

educational opportunity to its own young people, and in 

motivating them to take full dvantage of it. Your own 

hwnan resources re right here; give them a chance to do 

the best they can with their lives. 

Now • l am not going to dwell upon these problems. 

You live with them, and you know them far better than I .. 

The Smportant thing is that you have organized yourselves . 

to do something about them. You are facing the facts of 



your life. And the Federal government • through th land• 

mark leg$elation adopted by Congress las year and indeed 
the year before, is now in better position than ever 
before to help you help yourself. Federal aid to education 

this ye will be approximately ten billion dollar • '1'hr e 

years ago it was four and a half billion. tive y s 8CJ 

in 1960. it as under thre billion~~~ e have ccme a long 

e.y in federal aid, '!Ilia is your government. With your 

money, and you have claim to 1 t. 

quick rundown on the Higb.el' 

Education Act. Look it over; lOOk t this shopping 11 t._ 

so to speak, of what 1 availabl fo you. Study these 

1 s; consult with your Congressmen, your Governors; con• 
sult with your boards of higher education, look into every
thing that i available' end use it. I ean tell you, my 
dear fellow Americans, that nany an edue tor in America 

today and many ebool and cbool administrator dOe n't 

knot~ what' avail.abl • It aeans incredible llut it is 

fact. We have in the H!gber Education ct, hundreds of 

millions of dollar l in NASA, the National Aeronautics and 

ace Agency • billions of dollars. 1'be NatiOnal Institutes 

f Health, the ational Science foundation, the Defense De-
artment d the AtQmio nergy ttonnitlsion are pouring in 

grant for research and trainigg. M.UUons of dOllars. 
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There ar these great fortunes to strengthen our highet' 

education system. 

And e have the schOlarship program and Student 

loans. There is the National Defense Education ct, and 

the Vocational Education Act •• in ecpanded amounts. By 

the way, vocational and technical education has been taken 

ou-t of the doldrums. It is high level edUcation today. Olu

young pec»ple need to know bow to do wamething; they need to 

know a sld.ll; they need to have either some professional 

coq,etenc or semi•skUled ~etence. Let's ne>t downgl"ade 

vocational and technical training. Then, e have manpower 

training and development for workers who may be displaced 

or 1fbose 8k1Us may become obsolete • ai~ to med!eal sehools • 

nursing schools, pharmacy, gricutture, veterinary sehools, 

and library services. 

have been a part of this, as my friend Tan c

lntyre can tell you. My whole public life has been dedi

cated to these pro~ams of education. l am the author of 

the first ederal Aid to School onstruction Act known as 

federal Aid for the Impacted reas where there is a large 

amount of Federal activity. Under that program. two and 

ne half bUlions of dollars have been given to the school 

districts of America. I'm one of the co.eponaora and 

atthors of the National Defense Education Act. 



~hitik th se ar wise investments and let m make 

this qu1:te clears I have never known a st te or county 

or a country that ever spent itself into insolvency by in• 

vesting in education. I do know, however, that those who 

fall to invest in educat'ion trither on the vine., dry up. the 

people of talent and ability leave. The brain drain is 

there. 'l'he best investment, the best for the business com

llRlnity of Hew England• is to support education with crusading 

~eal. Eveeyone has an investment in this area, no matter 

how small or how large; educ tion i your prot'ection~ your 

insurance; it is your seed for an even better area and an 

even better business community. 

Now, let me say f words abOut the £lemen~ 

and SeeandQrY lduclrtion ct. After all, you can't have 

higher ducation system. if you don't have good elementary 

and seeon ~ education system. Xt's where you start. Jn 

f ct, e need to start a lot earlier. We need to start 

with the thl'ee to five year olds. That's at e're doing 

with Project e d tilrt. And Project Head Start should not 

be an emergency progr• that just' try in th sunmer. It 

ought t'o be year•long. Children lean so nuch during those 

formative years, and It's so iq)ortant for the children, for 

their heald\1 and for their emotional well·being, their m tal 

hedth, well as their physical hellth, that they be given 
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specialized attention early. 

Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 

the most inw;Jortant part is 'fitle I. Th t is Vlere most 

of the money is. and it's directed p:r!marlly for the poor 

and the deprived. Appropr.ia.tions under that Act were not 

available to the states untU late S~tember of last year, 

and the program got off to a late start but some states 

ere already geared up. 

The state of Connecticut • for ex~le. hM already 

authorized and funded a simUar progran of its own. and wa 

ready to take advantage of the new lmt Jnmediately.. My 

state of Minnesota was not • and is just now getting into 

the picture. 1 want to say right now. my dear friends. 

ther-e is only so JJUch in that federal pie and f.f you pass 

by your piece there is someone there to take wh t' a left .. 

You have to be ready. Xn some states they move very slowly. 

Then there are others where they brought up the old bogey 

of "Federal control" and that was par ded around. And then 

there ~ere few school districts that actually refused to 

have anything to do with federal aid.. Th t is their privi .. 

lege. Some of them. 1 might add, changed their minds a little 

later on. I don't believe that we ought to force it on any

one. It is a matter of choice. o district is obligated to 

accept these funds and if it decided not to. there are others 
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anxiously ftaiting their share. 

Perhap the greatest single problem facing the new 

program, however.- was tle shortage of available personnel, 

particularly in speoialieed skills. And I want to emphasize 

this to you. Many people say what tfe need is more money. I 

know there are two secrets to good government -- goQd people 

and money. I have been in this goverrunent buSiness a long 

time. If you are a mayor or a governor you wUl find out that 

if you have enough resources, if you have good peoi)le, you 

can have good government. The answer is not just money. As a 

matter of fact • there are funds rignt not~ that are appropriated 

that _.e not expended because many a school distriet wasn't 

geared up to use it. So • when I hear what we need are vast 

new swns of money. 1 say:. Yes, let's have what we need, but 

let's be prepued to use what we have, to digest it. When 

you have been on a starvat1o n diet sanet.irnes your body is not 

quite ready to consume three or four meals in ore sitting, or 

even one big meal.. So • we have 'to get ready. 

ot only are more classroom teachers and a.dministrat~s 

urgently needed, but also psychologists, social vorkers, remedi"!lJ, 

instructors, nurses, guidance counselors, and speech, hearing 

nd reading specialists. Thea! are all important :hgredients 

or functions in modern educational experience. l don't know 

.any re son in the world why sane children should have the 
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benefit of counseling and others shouldn•t - in Am eric 

where are suppaed to have equal treatment. In f · ct • 

those ho are deprived ... tb poor - and th~e who have the 

le t chance in life ougbt to get the biggest break out of an 

education experience~ 

I've al ays been of th mind th t educ tion 1s ort 

of up-aid down 1n many are s of this country. J s m yor 
\ 

of inneapoli and found the nicest school w• the best 

school ...... in the er as t th city where the p nts h d the 

tereo. where they had the big library • and where they could 

go to Europ and they could travel across America. Th ;t ! . 
re they had the beat schools. That • the new area; 

the richer people lived ~here. then. up in orth 1nne~olis 

here e h d the poor peopl 1te had the worst schools. And 

the better teachers didn't · nt to go there.. Many a school 

a obsolet t frankly firetrap. We were more concerned 
I 

l with keeping our taverna and restaux-ants Within the public 

health and fire codes than were our school•. And you have the 
\ 

same problem here. The ,peop,l.e that need the education - the 
l' 

better echicat1on • ue- frequently the ones that don't get it. 
J \ • 

And that' Why have/ p.taa d federal law to help you put 

same bal nee in the e cat~al expe~ience, to c toh • 
~ 

! 
I 

1 .... 

\. 
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In this regard, l make a special ~peal to the 

representatives of colleges and universities here. I ~ge 

you to expand yOUl' facUlties for tr ning teachers and other 

educational specialists.. Education is today's fastest gJ:"OWing 

industry. It is the place (as the kids say) where the action 

is. And our young people need to know it~~ So. recruit 

te ch rs and special! ts for your colleges and universitl! • 

e d y of the te cher being poorly paid is over. eachers 

t d y are being respect <l and reward d. And t might say. 

my fellow educ tors, you are sort of in charge n t don't be 

too timid. You aited long t:frne. After all. the government 

h s s its President former school teacher lt has as 1 ts 

Vice tresident a former school te cher. The Majorit, Leader 

of the Senate i a former professor. the ajority Leader 
\ of the House i a form sChool te cher. e teacher$ are 

sort of in ch~e. 

notber problem tlhich surf ced l"!ght after the \ 

passage of this ~rebenaive legisl tion. wa& miamder• \ 

standing as ~o ~he :Intent of ongres to focus funds upon \. 

disadvantaged students. J ant to make it quite clear that ' ., 

funl s are for the students not just to the disadvant ged .( 

schools• but to the students. That was the intent 

\ 
\ 



.. 14 ... 

The dded funds made avdlable ..... though they are sub-

stant!al- still limited in relation to th need. 

Therefore • they JJaurt be concentrated UpOD the d!aadvant ged 

student themselves. A pJ.-Ogram which does not prop6ae 

to db so is not living up to the intent of 'the 1 • 

e schOOl districts. piD'ticulely in remote 

ru.ra1 ax-eaa. are still finding it d1ff1c..'Ult to ~e 

themselves p~erly t be le to take adv tap of feder 

aid. Here is Where the t te Dep.rtments of Belue tion 

oome in. You can be of help. !he Education Aet provides 

funds to strengthen your State Departments. ao yeu can give 

valuable leaderahip and assistance. 

A late s Jam.uary 1 of thi year • 1966. 80 per 

cent of the povel'ty-stricken ecnmties in the United St tea -

counties where the per it annual income 1s leas than 

750 dollars a yee -- b~ zoeceived no funds under Title 1 

of tbe Elementary end aeon~ 8ehoo1 Aid Act. funds. 

s~ly beeause they didn't haVe the a&lin!strative structul'e 

to 1: e th pt'Dper steps. By March. with the Aid of the Office 

of Bdu t:lon and the stet IJepartments of lduce:t:J.on. thi 

figure bad been reduced to 27 per eent.. I ahould add that 

an additional 11 per cent were ineligible to receive the 



., 
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funds all ed to them bec&UJe their school administrators 

refused to .tgn • statement o.f ~lianoe with civil rights 

regulations. %Ilia ia ntOat unfortunate ~ae it these 

ntiea tha1: were tmOngst the neediest !n the nation and by 

ref\laing to a!gn the convUanoe certificate dep:ti~ 'themselves 

f Ud for their Children. 

But J don't tldnk that we can be too self•rlghteous. 

facto segre tion exists J.n all areas of the eauntry; 

even here 1n England. and :tt !a a prohlan we ce going 

to have to face with in01'84l81ng deteJ.'m!.Mtion. Let me .-ke 

I-t quite cl. to y • it isn't Ju•t tb · matter of raci 
r egregl:titm tbat 1$ involved here. facto segregation 

1 ~eSUlts 1n diacr.imiri tion 1n education. Dec it is 

\, .h.atcaUy true tbrou.gbqu1: the n tion that the better schools I I 

I ' 

\ 

i 
j 
I 
~ 

e been for the white ehild22n. N • eame people are going 

• here i the pod news. 1'be Office of Education 

ha estimated that e many as seven mllllon educat1ilnally 

ed chlldren wUl reeeive benefits under title l 
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by the end of this amner. Ieven million of them. That 

isn't all who Should receive it. but it 1a more then last 

yeu. And when l hear people say that we should do more. 

I agr-ee. but we have to do it 'thin aur reeources end cur 

c~~pacity. And. we are -.king progress. 

'fwo-'thirde -of ff:tle l funds bfdng ent: f• 

n • u ~ed with continuing. 8el'Vices. !his is pod. 

These new services range fron kindergartens for the children 

of the poor to new work-~ p~ for mentally l"etarded 

hav been able to find 

llte.Uy t:hoU811llds and thDluaanda of jcb s for the mentally 

retarded. Th~ e becaming a.lf•sustain!ng. eelf•l'eapecttng. 
~ 

productive citizens ·- - here before we used to ceet them aside. 

aunan reaourcea e are talking about -the most preeioua 

resource of ill. GOd•g1.ven reeaurce. 

My pre cher back hOme said when ! was there the 

other day: The way you treat people is the ay you neat 

• l t:h:l.nk ~ is about as gOod a def!riit:ian of my 

re1 !gion as I can find. And the way you treat child. is 

very ltllch the way 'fi treat ~h.ihg that is spiritual :l.n 

life. And purtieularly the oh1l.d that baa a handicap and 

dicapped people scnetimes becom the exceptional people. 

they know h to concentr :te and they ce will:lng to give f 



... 17 • 

themae:t.vee. 

aide d other aodl~ peraonn • aun~g. ce 

reatr!oted to s oola, is becXId..ng C!Cepted 

of the lement«L')' SChool pro • d lib~ies. ! 

don't think that yCIU 0111 a good sc.fiool aystem without 

~- J the 

~ey d 1 haVe our in 

ake t me 

about this. lie dt nrou knGw, there 1 8ometh!ng ng 
even 

ut hel'e. don't/have libr 1n ttits town." 

I' e helped gE!t books for both the paroehiiil. sdl 

d the publia Scllool. and we busy out th ,and we 

had tol4 that nobocJy 

to r d a.uid here. eu. 
I 

lib 

bOOks. Artd 

• my fell Ameri«*l.S 

bed --literally. 

spOke to the :to 

tllm~- eben¢ the experience with baokti., 

\ 

gtrl in America aught t . , 
have one or more books ,in his own 

I -

I 

/ 
/ 

I l 

\ 
------------------------------~------------- h 

I 

'1. I. 

-• 
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p !din set of bOOks £ every y 

in the iv 

:te Haus • the C ito:l, the great his-

brief "the Unlted Stat • 

e-ey )Xjy girl that aoue to a 

o e set f !b. !a 81.dent 

St tea faund a v11l!ng to 

gr to th 

free. Xt• s going to bal.Ong t than. 

title I, we 

is going 

the United 

his 

get bOok 

"""""'·"l!lio• Undet' 

g. d 

v :lety Of h-... ~ rlv chUdi'en.. d 

th is the ~~~~ut!on of the 8ChOOJ. ool week, 

th SChOOl year. ~~arid .. merr ol'<~IIDB. for 

0 cat • 

tb!nk e 

h ever • is in the lamabtuy 8ei'Yic 

un er Title • It u intend t gf the 

appWtunity ~ innoVation tation in 

the thing th AUld the thE!IIl - t 

!clt. 8 l'l'E!sident John 

onf ence on ldu<Stion last 8ll'11ller • "new 1 s of inaginat n 
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d creat!vit:y." And l eay that we &urely need l.Dl'liCMil• 

t1bn. e need ~sad exper~ tifln !n edllLCil1:JoJI\&l. 

rate !s 

t convinced that this sChOol IQ:'I.II*r:t 

the ddl<tren.. I nust say tb&'t unle 

of th yCJUng eJ:t 

there !a trig t be t~ta'ti t ~ • In £ • 
even push than out. o. we 

J' I;, , _, '-neri:_ ~ ::bett: : ::: -::.,•/t that Dd• 
//~~tl : / university? t is becau e th.U taaohlng teelut! e 

up to date. lh~ hat Obange t be cCil\)etitive. 

rhey have to learn t tri.in the.ir personnel.. -.ch1ng 

/\ ds. Mct•Vi da. teaching machines, clo ed d.rcuit 

) 
I 

' / I 

f 
r 

tel.ev.ts» n. au the Jli8I1Y things that naw know, 'the n 

scb 1 syetan. 1f you can t 1n the 

toep 

y 8 

ake look 

an ~~r...a.c l.anP8It !n eiatx 

Scl10ol. 

ought 'to be le 

e •re gD!ng t make 

esperid 
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I s there juet few weeks ago. l found t•t thtW 

were buUding an Oba~OJ!'Y and planeurium with 

the help of funds fran f.f.tle W Of :th lEIIIen'tal'y d 

Se daey EducatiOn Act. 

ln kennebunk. Maine l told that IDI)bile 

van is going on the ~ to help students Who are de• 

fiC!en tn reading coavrehensi • phonetics. tLnd vocabulary. 

It is eon of rov~ reader. lt will serv Children in 

everal elementary ind secon~ ecbool.a that have no 

f cllJ:t!es for remed1.al. reading. 

SChoOl systems. bOth urban d rural.. coming 

forth With new ideas. estivala in the pert'cmning s 

in aountry SCbOG.l. down in South erol...1r*.. 'they llke the 

llrts. ecial p~s for lrop ts lb1d potertt!U deJ.ili-

ents. these e Ill new things that · re poA!ble With 

the new funds and the new tools. 

One school distl"iet 1n the wide ~en space• o olol'ado 

is investigating the poa 1bility of putting the tble its 

students end in schOol buses ·-Up to two hours a day ·-

to eduCational. use. can you just imag:l.ne roving arcu nd 
' r, 

f 'bto hours a day and not haYing any productive &004 out 

of !t? good educator is ing to find Ott how to e 

~t t:lme WrtlNhile. Row. let me till you that if you c 
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gteth • br dn mQVie n f Y.-I< 't 

Los giveth IICimeth.ing and 

edu ecih lbu out tn • 

:tng eb8ad With re • ln f • 
to college 

tht• reaeil:l'ch. n ecbn1 es. dnew 

:l 8 in the ecmcatt • 

inally, d this: TwO major th 8 

run throUgh aur le new e is 

the metho Cho en. C!d1 it •• the aident caua it -

· ttve fed ism." People that mean?" 

eu. ~te ~ly. it s then were 

drtlfted and are being a&dnisterect. to en 

• d private init:J.ative IUld follc:JW• 

needed, but ~it is 

help is 

the 

d or bad education. ~ are in~. ederel d 

revit•ltae ~ r y just jogging al.at g 

d miss th whole gr :t Opportunity that .is &Viil11bl • 

e Choice is y s. 

• the other is the • Wtwiity • 
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1 ss. cow televisim. lt s tb t:lme tba: 

l had the long visit with Mr. I<rusclaev. 1 was given 

the privilege o answering a few quest! ntr if 

canment or and t 1111st say that they were Wlcenaored. BUt 

I used the t'd UGl1t America t!me after t.fm : oppoi'tunity. 

And this poor said e just don't have any word 

that svs tba:t. 'm sure 'tb*t th'W do bav • but be cauldn•t 

gr it at the mament. Opportunity. Maybe thi is e 

of the pq:fnts differentia1:1on between :the two oc1eti s. 

J think it ia. ~ty for every .American, every child 

to get: W. the educ :tion that he is able of absorbing, 

that h can cb.f.eve :t ert Lc:uia tevenaon aptly 
ot 

described a "the only end/l.ivirig ••••••• to be whit .. e 

d to become wb&t 

the purpo e. 

are capable of becamtng." !bat's 

Our whole program is dae1gn and or&eltrated in 

the spirit f the t Society we to bu!ld here in ~ 

catton is natiOnal defense. 

Jobs. lcOnamic ~rovanent. New industri! •· It is the 

hearthat e the key ston • 

t 
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a Handout State. Let's get everything perfectly clear 

in mind: what we want and what we don't want. We are 

not seeking to build a Handout State. It is not a Welfare 

State. It is, in the true Yankee spirit of self-help and 

self-reliance, the Opportunity State. That's what we're 

trying to do. That is what education's for. It creates 

power. It creates strength. It creates wealth. It en-

hances opportunity. It embellishes opportunity. It makes 

for better living. 

Thomas Wolfe, an author of the 30's, said 

something like this and it means so much to me -- I hope 

it does to you -- it is what this country is all about, what 

we are trying to do. He said to every man his chance, 

to every man his Shining golden opportunity to work, to live, 

to make the best out of his life -- this is the promise of 

America. And ladies and gentlemen, as educators and in

terested citizens, the promise of America can only be fulfilled 

if there is hope. And the spark of hope can only be kept 

alive if our people are educated. Jefferson was right. You 

cannot be both free and ignorant. You have to take yoU7' 

choice. I think we have made ouxs • We want to be free. 

Thank you very much. 

11111111111111 
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