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}___It i s flOOd to be home . It il good 

to be l'i ith fam ily nd fr:-_ ie'1 dJ . L Fo r ~ 
.,.nd myse lf thi s is a~ ng 

}v H.':[Jl.r" and Hu ro n College a re aA precious 

p~rt of our lives ..• there are so many 
happy mem ories and so many tr y in g expe r
ie nces that c~me ru sh i rg i nto our thougnts~ 

Lrhe wo r ds of S ir Walter S~t bes t 
~ .- w ··· = · :;:;, 

express our emotions •.. "ls there a man 
wit h soul so dead 'A o neve r to · i rnsel f has 

~ t::::-~ 

s a i d1 this i s my o n, my native land~' 
/ AnrJ. f n "'n'"a ; f, - I ·f;u 1 -;a,. at~ rgt h , 

new .... s (' j g· t ; ¥v i1 i&rrcz=:r:'Tl: u r R t e t I 1 e \5 e f'l r a i r..i e 
t 

/ .J_ Like Pro metheus of Gre ek mytho lo gy 

I r enew my strength when I tough t h i s good 
earth. ----------~~~~~ 



2. 
) But lest I s eem to ent i me11 t a l 

a out th e yeste r a ys~- the outh 
Dak ot a of our yo uth wa s n ot nly l a nd ec;;> !!" 

of f r i en s d. 11 • f a m i 1 y J but it w s 1 so a 
l a nd i n which the wi nds olev .• i n wh i ch 

< -

ho mes d f a r ms ad us i nesses we r e lost ••• 
' 

good me n ~ 6 RK d a d fou ght to no . -., 
ava i l ... · he art r e~ k a nd des 

. .., a pa r t of e ver yday 1 i'fe ... .;.· __,iiiiiii 
rears we r e li t e r all y t ur ed to dust~ 
~ ButJ the sp iri t of the people wa s 

u d a u rrf: d •t) j" ~ i t h i t om o r o , • • • ; e i ., -
dom i t a ble i 11 to see i t th r ou h ... t e se 
are the ha llma r ks of a gr eat peo ple ... t hes e 
a r e t "" a lit i es f ch a r acte r th at l i ve i n 
my me mory . 

Wl-ro come 

to r etur to 
ette r th an 

co me 
home to da y i s to l i ve th e goo d a y£~ 

J..An.d we r ev ere t ly th ank od fo r it •.c. 

{,T h i s cou.,t ry needs 11 0 .or e d ys 1 i ke 
the ol d d~ ys of th e 1930 ' s . 

~?"' 
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To day our nation i s one of 
nd a' unda.,c _ a. /Huron Colle ·· e gr adu ates of 

1 66 fi d a d iff er en t Sou th 0dk ot a and a 

f a r d iff e r e.,t Amer ic a~~The lads a re fertil~ 
the crops are go od; the economy is pros-

is stron ~ , rich, and 

our gates ... they challe ge our serse of 
.... ~ 

--- s 

justice a d h~nit y . True equ a lity of 
o p p or t u ., i tpe m a i n s t h e u n f i i s h e d u s 1 n e s s 
of our democracy • 
i--~~~ 
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b s t a s i t i s d i ff i c u lt f o r t , i s ~ e,Q_

e. r at i on t o u n d e r s t o. n d t h e GJ ~ a.J 0 e p r e s s i o ~ 
so i t is even t or d i ff icult for ~oth our 

.:::--
gene r at io ~s to co m p r ~hend what l if e is 

like for the 2/3rds of hu a ity th at l iv e 

the a reas of wo rld po verty ... t e 2/3 r ds 

nose da ily 1 i ves a re m a rk e~ ~ e ho rr i · le 

f acts of hu '1g r, d is ease , i g or a ce a'1d 
.......__... -. .... ... - ~ ..,. 
violence. 

~ L?Th is i s t he other ... the wJ rl d 

of the .o~o~~o unfam ili a r to mos t 

Amer i cans • ~h i s is the world of t e 
maja r·t y ... the world of 4nt ad despa ir; 

the r ~ etle ~s , turbule t, r evolutio a r y 

~~d~L1 t i s the ~ orld to •h ic h the lat e 

and belo ved Pope John XX I I I r e ferred when 

he s a i d , " he re ther e i s co '1st a nt \\lln t , 

there is no peace. " 
~The despe~e needof the wo rl d tod a y 

i s to ~ a rro w th e w i den i ~g gap e t ~ een the 

ri ch and poo r nat i o~s of the ~o rl d • .. 
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l T 0 d a y t h e r e a r e m i ~ i 0 !:'_S 0 /!:;ar_ 1 i e s -

~ spending their l as t day on ea rt h ec duse 

they have 't the st r ength or he a lth to 

keep go ing. 

Z But those wno re ma i n w i 11 tear the 

f ab ric of peace to shreds, unless they 

have some r ea~on to be lieve that there i s 

hope for a ~etter life and hope fa r just ic e . 

L1n r ecen t mo~ t hs Pres i det1 t Johnson has 

mad e ~ree h_i star i c pro posa ls ·es i gned to 

"?fle-the develop i ng nat i o!"lS VI i t h the 

esse .t i a l s of nat i on - u i l d i ng : educat i o. , 
~ - , ...........--.m --~--------

he a lth, a d food • 

.?(A 11 t h r e e a r e i n t e r r e 1 a t e d trD6 r o g r e s s 

any one of the three a i ds the other& • . 
I 

[It i s o ~ this so li d found at i on of ex-
- ~ 

pa ded educatio al opportunity, he a lth 

ser vic es , and food production th ~ t the 
~ 

impover i shed peop les of the ea rth can build 

their new livesa. 
":/fVe'r y genejat i on of Ame r i c<~.n s must 
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reme~be r the wrse counsel of 
Jefferso'i w o said, uyou ca 

-::z:.. 
i g"'~orant a~d free t l 

Thomas 
ot e oth 

• IL 

[Bu) i'1 _t_h_i_s_hea~tla11d of America .--~ 
the g r ana r~ and re ad aske t of our at ion~ ... c::::: 

let me dir ct your atte nt ion to the su ject 
of food. 

~e have made it a matte r of at i o a l 
priori t y--a'1d mus t do soi n i "'Creas i .g 
scale--to help the developi a tio~s 

__.~==_f_o_o_d : j__2_t just food for survival 
ut food of a quant ity an quality and so 

distri uted as to rele ase the energ1es 
needed for sustained economic gro th. 

~Our food aid pro gr ams , over the' past 
10 years, have rou gh t over 140 million 
tons of food to hungry pe ple. 

mall"utrition a f am i_;e h~ 

~e~t" ~--~ '/~~~ 
Schools a d have ee built. 

~Seve~ty millio~ children tod ay receive 
America food i school-lunch a family 



and child-fe eding 

~ut, de,:;p i te 
wo rl d is hun. ] rier 
years ago ., 

programs .. 

these efforts, the 
Oi~'iCiEE -

to da y th a '1 it was 10 

The world pop ul at ion explosion 

~nues. 
l!_2u~rent_!~e '1~ s_co n !l~~~~-w 2r!~ 

Q2E~!~!l2~_coul~-~2~~!~-l~_the_ne xt_~~ 

l.~ ~ ~~.!.-

n ~u -d 1 

+:t is est4•u•hd til~~ 198J the 
eveloping natio ns may need as much as 750 

million t ons~:t _ _ g r~~~ ea~ : ye:_r,jThis 1s 
300 m illio~ tons mo r e th an they r equ ired 

in 1 co. l!_ls_egu a !_to_tn~-~~tlc~-2~~~~nt 

9~~l~-2~29uctlon_of __ orth_~m e rl2~-~~d 

Eu r:2Ee_comb l n ~d. 

Crop forecasts for t h is ye a r i nd ic ate 
serious shortages i wo rl d pro duct i o of 
cereal gr a i ns , vegeta le oils, a nd prot e i ns . 
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s ds 
of hu~dreds of m illio~ s of c1ildre . are 

to day Bein g du ll ed and stunted, y lack 
• .. ;::1 ~ _, 

e 1n g a le to look ahead 

futu re whe r e hu~ge r a~c f am i ne a r e o 

longjer the e very day co~ . pan i OQ. 

-Z There a re t , ose Y<ho s ay it c a 't 

a 

be do e. I say--with our sk ill and de

t er . i at ion; it equal commitment y the 

other rich ations of the wo rl d ; with 

pe rs rv er arce and courage 0y t ' ose wh o f 
lead t he poor natio~s- -t ha t it can ~e one~ 

~It /.,.f), i n f a ct, eing done to ' ay v ... n 

unde r gre at handic r.aps , fllu Vietnam._ 
~ --- 'e~ 
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~he S~uth Vi e tnamese people h a ve 

s1n e ~ 5 4 doubled their producti Jf 
e- ~"' 

rice ,
1 

their most i mp ri. ant Llrop ., 

,4Modern ag · ~.; ltu re is being in-

t r o d e -' J ; '- ". ·1y i ~- L i ~ g t h e .. C?_ o u n t .. ~ 

exte ns ion agen ts and ag ricultur a l educ a i 1 ~ 

.... -- ·- . - - · . Zjhe pr i mary .. ~red T t 1 

for this chi e vement , of CJU ~ , ~ o~g s 

to the Vietnamese peas an ts and their hara 

wo rk <A nd : initi ati ve ,. T~ e"' r n qu i c kly ,t 

They are a vit a l people . 

~But we ha~e hel pei. 

Z. ; " e a e n i n it i a t ive, too, 

tow ard development of the wh ole 

el a--a development which ~ auld 
-------...~ 

benefit ma~y millions of an d 

se vera l nations. Th is is the hope Qj 

the future for South E3 _11 ia , 
: -~ -

~ l~ d ia, the food crisis is 

critic a l. 
M o r e 1 i v e s m a y b sa· v (ed i n I n d i a 

this- ye a r by American food th an the 

total popul a io s of \ orth and So uth 
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Viet .am together. J e a re currently 

shippirg over a million tons of food 

gr a in a mmnth to Ind ia. 

In a dition, we a r e hel Lng e 

Go ver nmen t of In d ia to t ake long over

due p r ac~ ic a l steps bf_self-as istance; 

To de velop a price i certive program for 
4!2! ~!!!!i"53e'JII!r........r... ?7'5i' :e - _.._. 

f o o d 9 r a i r s 1' a 1 Q g - r ~ g e ~ ,o i 1 a n d \\ a t e r 

c o ~ s ~..!:' v 2 t i o n__ p ~ o -:!.!:.a !!1-' a g_r i c ~ t u c a 1 

educatio~ a~J rese arch 
-.,; ~ ••- «' ....... a ..... .._,. 

hro ug hout the world , Americ ~ ns a re 

~Jrk helpirg to bu ild self-sustaining 

Th is i s th~r:k -of Peace e 

ver y year over 5 , 000 forei gn 
~-- . 5 

technici a s, scientists , te achers , and 
~ -=<::: ·- ==--

other a~ ricultur a lly oriented people come 

~ to the the United St ates for training --

e r h u n g e r ~ 1 o n~ • 
~ 

Hunge\ is a V.:.';; ~·~ p~ 
\M~J.~"' ~~~ 
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~e mus t encou r ag e a truly 

t ?rna t i ona l effo rt to comb at 
hu ger a~d modernize ag ric ulture . 
~ must stre~"gtl)e the !ood 

a ncf'A gric ultu re Or gan izati on of 
the U11 i ted . a t i :l'1s . .('rhe efforts 

of the lrterr at i Jna l Ba ~king 

or gan izations, nd of the Un ited 
Nat io~s Development Pro gr am 
should be expanded . 
~J . ' e ar e prepared to i crease 

our pa rtici pat i on i ~ r eg i nal as 
well as wo rl d- wi e effo rts. 
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Ar.e_ty 2~t~ ri ~s a o the oman phJ.l
oso phe r, Sereca , obse rve d t at " a 
hurgry people liste~s not to re ason , 

or cares for justice ... 
- ( o • ; ; ~ -n ;1 i ~ ~ ~ r -r 2 "' i o of t h e 

orl d ca live i p le~ty) c~llous to the 
~~eds of ot ~ ers ~it out mo vi~ g fu rt her 
tow ~ r d th dest ruction of pea c e 0 

t:This orld c nnot ret upon a 
base of hungry , .,eedy, 1 g or an t, and 
despa iri ng people ' i t t,out soo er or 
l at er ex pe rie . c i g a viol en t ex lesion. 

/Let t.s, then, w o share i . t. is 

m_!.r: a cle of Amer i c~n a bun ance1 ork 
4 

to g ive full impetus to a new orld 
of hope ar'd pea c e . One pe r son v: ith 
ded ic at i on a'i ' faith i s ~o rt h 99 who 
have ~n ly pass iv e i nterest . 

j oante s i d : "The ott est places 
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1n Hell a re reserved for t1ose wh o , 
1n a per1o of oral crisis

1 
mairtai 

t he ir eutrality ." 

e cann ot, i a orla of e
privation and hun er , r e ,a in neutral 

or shall e -- e have eclared war 
orld hunger J 

f 
*- 1r' 

Th ere is ly e kird of ·a r 

w~t to wage e 

. ~ r a-ainst hu ger , . 19 or a ce 
and 1se ase. 

the 11\o ra . go forth t at 

Americ a i s a life-giving 
ot a life -t aking nation , 

~~~~~~~~· speech or treat 'A 
and fiber. It is heQlth and educa-

~'W~~~~~·~ 
/....· A c '"' n e f o u n d i fer i 1 e 

fields ~n • · a stures) pro uct i ve 
pea so ts a . d farmers , It\ workers, 
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te ache rs, us 1 ness. e~ , soldiers , 

and servants of the peop l e v( o 

ha ve the vision of a et t er day 

a d a r e ~o t a f r a i d to evote 

th e ir liv es to it 

~~ Peace i s b u i l d i n g • I t i s 

the day to day hard ark and 

sac rifice of nati ns and peopl~ . 

'It i s the Un it ed dat i ons 

keep i g the Pea ce the ,, i d le 

E a s t -"""""'" ~ ~ , 
,( It is the eeace orps at work 

t n 50 countries . 

~It i ~ f rei gn a i d fo r de v elop~ 
~~~~~ 

L it is the u .he r a l de wo rk and 

co11tr i ut i ons of a hos t of _v o l un

t ary age"c i es i n f ar away p l aces • 

L.! e a c e r :._ q u i r ~ s v o l u n t e_e r s j u s t 

as at1 ar my needs_ ~~ c_r .!LL!_s ,. The 
• 

wo rk of Pea ce 

f a it , pa tienc e , and pe rs erv er a ce 
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~The c ause of peace requ1res 

rna y sacrifices . 
wz-, - ~ tr ---- . - • Z orl d Peace is served Vihen 

agg ression i s stopped , 
~eace ma; . r;q-u i r 'e resist c. nce 

to aggress i on as it does i n South 
East As i a tod ay . 

J.. Peace i s well served when free 

nations join together in co man 
defe~se and in mutual security~ 

L Peace r e·~ u i res the strong to 
be will i~g to walk the extra mile 
i n search for the peaceful settle 
ment of International conflict . 

- J:ves , Peace is negot i at i on wit h-,_ ~ } , 
out any pre-c ond it i ons• £.! t i s the 
wi lli gn ess to talk and to re a son 
eve . when others reject such an 
honor~ le course .~ z,n the years ahead , as citizens 

of th richest ar rna t powerful 
nat i on on earth , you r s will e the 
responsibility of leade rsh ip in 

~ZXH.....-7 
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seeking the pe ace. 
,lAnd le ~ dership for pe a ce re

qu i r s f a r more th a n a l a rge stock 
o f g u , b oat s a , d a h a r d f i s t at t h .e 
confere~ce table. 

).. Le adershi p f or · ea. ce re

quires more than the a · ility to 
go-it - alone -- alth~ugh we must not 

e afr a i to do so whe~ ecessa ry. 
~Leadersh i p for pe a ce re quires 

understanding of the prottlems we 
f ce · ~ · of the r esources at hand •.. 
ad of the object iv es we seek. 

~ t requires the ao ility , perhaps 
even more , to le ad and inspire others --

.. 7 --· .... 

to lead and i nsp ir e in a s e~ se of 

the test of our -

wis h to jo i n us . 
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e 

. . rs. Humphrey a'1 ' I have 

come orne tod ay . 

e les s in g of our ge er atio 

ha.s een t o see 

poverty and dus 
a t i o Mn ~ e e p i n 

W ecome a 

nation of abu · a~ce , of ope , of 

cre4si~g soc i &l justi ce , and of 

t er at i ona ..~..-~~ 

gene r at i Jn ---
to ake t· e ben efits of c i vil iz ation . 

a vaila ble tJ al l ank i ~d. 
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}_Jhe bless i g of your genera 
t i on c anoe the opportur i ty to 
he l p u i ld a world 1n wh i ch men 

may dw j .-, homes of l i ght , 1n 

v_a_l_l_e_y _s_g_r_..e_e_n w i t h ~-l~=·e=' =s ==o =u =n=t ~Y. , 
and i n nat i ons r uled by l aw s of 

~t i ce • (0~1 ~~ ~ _ 
-?_ ' ,, r~o 
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REMARKS 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

HURON COLLEGE 

HURON, SOUTH DAKOTA 

MAY 31, 1966 

It ia good to be home. It ia good to be with family and friends. 

For Muriel and myeelf, this is a wonderful homecoming. 

Huron and Huron College are a precious part of our lives ... 

there are eo many happy memories and so many trying experiences 

that come rue bing into our thoughts. 

The words of Sir Walter Scott beat expreas our emotion a •.. 

"Is there a man with soul so dead who never to himeeU has eaid, 

this ia my own, my native land. 11 

Like Prometheua of Greek mythology, I renew my strength when 

1 touch thb good e&rth. 

But lest I aeem too eentimental about the yeeterdaye, the South 

Dakota of our youth waa not only a land of friends and family, but 

it waa alao a land in which the winds blew ••• in which home• and farme 

and buaineaaea were loet . • . good men worked and fought to no avail ... 
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h artbruk ud de a pair became a part of everyday life. • . . yea, 

dreams were literally tu.rnecl to dWit. 

B11t. the ·~idt of the people wa1 undaunted. 

Faith in tomorrOW' .•. the indomitable will to see it through .•. 

tbeae are the h&tlmarb of a. great people . . . the•e are the qualities 

of character that live in my memory. 

But to come hOme today le far better than to return to what 

we kft.ew then. 

To come home today ia to live the sood new daya. 

And we reverently thank Ood for it. 

Thla country needa no mote day• like the old days Of the 19l0'a. 

Today our uation ia one of well-beiag and abundanee. 

Hut-on College graduate• o.f 1966 flltd a different SOuth Dakota 

and a far difierent America. 

The Ianda ar• fertile; the crop• are good; the economy i8 

proaperoue; yea. our Dation il atl'ong, rich, and powerful. The 

doora of opportunity lor an edllcated peraon are wide open. 

I suppoae it i1 altnoat impoaaible for the college graduate• of thla 

decade to underatand and leel the he&rtac:hea, the delp&ir. and the 

da1hed hopea of the Great Depreaaion of the 1930'•· 
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But, thia generation of young Amertcane iaeea problema and 

challenges no 1••• demanding aDd no leee vital to our eurrival. 

The filthy eluma of our citie1; racial bitterneea and unreet; 

delinquency ami UUteraey; these are the enemies within our gate• ... 

they challenge our seAae of juetice and humanity. True equality of 

opportunity to~ all remalnl the u.nfinilhed bu•ine•• of our demoeracy. 

Jut aa it ia difficult for thia generatio11 to understand the 'Great 

Depreasion, to it ia even more cUtficult for both ov generationa to 

comprehend what life ie like for the 2/3rda of humanity that live in 

the &Hal o:£ world poverty ..• the Z/3rda whole dt.ily Uvea are 

marked and marred by the horrible facts tJf huaser. dtaeaae, ignorance 

and viOlence. 

Thh is the other World .•. the world of the poor .•. eo 

unfamillar to moat Americana. 

But, tbia ie the world of the majority ... the world of want and 

d epair; the reatleaa, tu.rbulent, revolutiozaary world. 

---· - _ _.. It is the world to which the late and beloved Pope John XXm 

:referred when he eaid. uwhere there ia constant want, there b no peace. ll 

The deaperate need o! the world today i• to Darrow the widening 

gap between the rich and poor nations of the world. 
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Today there are mtlllon• of YOWl& families • apeftding thei~ laat 

day on earth becaue they haven•t the atrength or health to keep going. 

But tho•e who remain will tear the fabric: Of peace to ahrede, 

Unl••• they have •orne reaaon to believe that there ia hope for a better 

We and hope !or juatice. 

1D recent tnoatha Prealdent J'ohnaon baa made three hiatori.c 

propoeala deaigned to bring ho~ - to help the develop~ Datioaa with 

the e11entiab of uation-buUdbtg: education, health, e.n.d foOd. 

AU three are inter-related. 

Progreaa ih •ny one of the three aida the othera. 

It i.a on thia Jolid founU.tion of expanded educational ~portu,nity, 

health services, and food production that th impoveriahed people• of 

the earth "n build their new Uvea. 

very generation of Americana mut remember the wise counael 
~ 

of Thoma• Je£fere0tl who eaid, "You cannot bo both lgnot"&Dl and free. 11 

But, in thi heartland Of America - the g~anary and bread~eket 

of o..u- nt.tiOh • let me direct your attention to the aubject of food. 

We have made it a matter of natiou.\ priority - and muat do •o 

on an tncreaaing •cale • tc h-elp the developing nations obtain bod: 



- s .. 

Not juet fOOd for •vvival bUt !ood of a quantity and quality 

nd so di.atrlbuted as ·to relea•• th f;!.nersi•• needed fo~ sustained 

• e<:onomle growth. 

OUr !ood aid programs, over the paat 10 years.- have brol.lJ:ht over 

140 million tona of food t hungry people. 

Hunger, mlllnutrition and famf.De have be•n checked. Mi1Uona 

of lives ha:ve been save.d. 

Sehool• and boapitala have been built. 

Seventy milUol\ eh!ldren tOday J"eceive Americu food in school .. 

l\meh and family and child·feeding p:rograme. We hav-e fed the 

h~ry. We uv clothed the Jl&ked. We have healed the sick. 

But, deapite these aU.orta.. the world t. hungrier today tbau it wae 

10 years ago. 

The world populatioll exploaion contin\les. 

world P9Eulatiol!- could: do~le 

tn the next 35 r·~·. 

By 1980 the developing Mtiona xn&y need a.e m11ch as 750 million. 

tons of sraia each yea.r. 

This .t:a 390 rnUlton tona more than they required in 1960. It !• 

equal to the el1t1re E;l'••t;.nt sr•in produ£tion of North, A.m.ed.ca and EurOP!, 

combined. 
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Ct'op forecatts for this yeax indicate eerioua eho ta.ges in world 

p Oduetioa of cereal grains, vegetabl oi\a, and proteins. 

The mtnde of hundreds of millions of c:lllldrea •~• today king 

dulled and atUDted. by lack Of protetn. Malnutrition ha• placed & 

heavy mortgage on the future o! tnaAY rut. tiona. 

Obviotlaly, we mu.t think tnOre in terma of helplq people to 

produce their own lood and fiber. No n.'l&tter how generoua we may 

wiah to be, we cannot alone feed the hlmgry. 

Our soal ahould be nothing lee• than each child being able to look 

--- abe&d to a !utu.te •het>e hunger and famine .are llO longer the ev ryday --------~ 
companion. --- --

Thel'e are thcnse who aay it ca-n't he done. I uy -- ithc ut tltill 

and determination; with equ&l comrnltm. nt by the other rieh natloas 

ot the world• with peraerver&nce and courage by thoae who lead the 

poor nationa - that it can be done t 

1t la, in fact, being done today even under great handicap., in 

Vietnam. 

The South Vietnamee people have aince 1954 dcu.hled their 

production of rice. their most impor~ crop. 

MO<!ern agriculture b being introduced to Vietnam, inc:lucllng the 

county exteneion agonts and agricultu7al education. 
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The pritn&ry credit for thia aehievement, of co r•e. helotagJJ to 

the Vietname•e pea•anta and their bard wot>k and lnitl&Uv~. They 

lea to-n quickly. They are a Vit•l pe.ople. 

But we ~ve helped~ 

We hive take!) initiative. too. tcward development oi the whole 

Mekong Rlver delta • a de,.elopment which ould bondit ~y 

mUUou of people and aevera.l natlona-. Thla l• the hope ot the 

f\lt\U"e lor South.ea•t Aa-ta. 

In India. the food criri• ia <:l'itta.t. 

More live• me,y be •aved in India tht• year by Arn•:rican fOO<I than 

the total popula.ttona o£ No.rth and South Vietnam together. 

We are currently ahippb\g over a rniUiQD to~• of food grain 

a moath to lndla. 

In •ddition, we uo helping the Government of Ihdia to take long 

O"Verdue practical ttepa Qf ••lt·at~atanee: to develelp a pdce incentive 

progr~ for food ar-aiu~ a lona-renge aoil and water con•ervatioa 

prograxn; ag:dcultur.al edlJC&tion and re•-e.areh. 

E-very year ovel" 5. 0:00 foreign teehuiei&~, actentbta, teaehe1'Jt. 

and other a.vicult\lr-.lty o.ricmted people come to the United Statet for 

tr&1111Jli .. training ~rticularly related to t~ir owa coumrie• ~ Ov•:r 

so. aoo etudenta from other l&nda ue in 0'\lr wdvea-•itle• and coue,... 
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Throughout the world, Americans are at work helping to build 

self-•uataining ec:onomiea.. Thia ia the work of peace. 

I· 
We do not, aft.d,.. cannot, aUempt to eonquer hWlg~u· a.lo~. 

Hunger, like di•e&le ucl iUit racy, b a world problem. 

We tnUit encourage a truly international effort to combat hunger 

and modernize agriculture. 

We must 1trengtben the Food and AgricultU1'e Organiution -of the 

United Nationa. 

The effort a of the international balddng organt •ttona, and of the 

United Nations DeV'elC)pment Program, ehould be expanded. 

And we are prepared to 1ncreaa.e our partktpatlon in regional aa 

well aa world-wide effort1. 

Twenty centUriea ago the Roman philo•opher. Senec•, obaerve.d 

that "& hu.nJry pe<>pla li1tena not to rea1on, noz care& for jt.lstic$. n 

No one nation or region of tbe world can Uve in plenty, ealloue 

to the need• of other1, without moving further toward the deetruction 

of peace. 

Thi• world cannot reet upon a baae of hungry, needy. iporant. 

and de•pi .. bing people without sooner or later experiencing a vi lent 

explo•ion. 
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Let ua, then. who share in thi• miraele. of American abwu:laaee. 

work to give full irnpetu.e to a new world of hope auii ~ce. One 

person witb dedication and faith ia wor 99 who bave only paaaive 

intere•t. 

Dante a&idt '~The hotte•t places in Hell ar reHrved for thoae 

who, in a periOd of moral crisia, maintain their neutrality. 11 

We c;annot, in a world of deprivation and hunger, remaill 

neutral. Nor aball we .. we have declared war on world hunger l 

There 11 only one 1dDd Qf war the Atnerieaa people want to W&Je. 

The war againtt h\ltlger, ignorance and diaeue. 

Let the word ao forth that Americ te a life-giving nation. not 

a. life·ta.king utton. We seek the ~ace of plenty and freedom. 

But peace Ul more than a wiah or ape.ech or treaty. Peac-e ta 

food and tibel'". 

It ls health .and education. 

The building blocks of peace can be .found in fertile fields and 

pa1tures, in productive peaaant• and .farmers, til worker,, teacher•, 

imstnelsmen, aoldiera. and aerv&nt1 of the ~opte who have the v.iaion 

of a better d.ay and are Jlot afraid to cievote their Uvea to U. 

Yu, peace t• bUilding. 1t is the day-to-day bard wo..-k &tid 

a&c:riftce ol nattona a.nd peQPle. 
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It ia the United Nattone keeping the peace in the Middl'C Eut .. 

in Afl•ic:a - and Cyprua. 

It i• the ea-ce Corp• at work in 50 cou.ntl'le•. 

lt te foreign •id for dev~loping natiolta. 

It is. tlte Unheralded work and contrihution~t of .a boat of voluntary 

agenciea in far away placea. 

Peace r~uire• volunteer• j t aa an army ne~d• reeruita. 

The WQrk of peace demand• faith, patience, and pel'11erveran.ce~ 

The cau•e of peace req-llirea many eacrUic-ea. 

World peace ia aerved when aggne•ion ia atopped. 

Yea. peac may reqW.re reeiatance to &Jgr•••lon aa it doe• ln 

Southeaat Aeta today. 

Peace ia wellaerved when !rae nattona Join togeth r in common 

defeue end in mutual ••cu.rity. 

Peace require• the •trong to be willing to walk the utra mile 

in • arch for the peaceful nttlement of tnte:rn&tional cOJifltet. 

Yee, peace i• negotiation without any precondition.. 

It t• the wilUngneaa to talk and to J"euon even when othel"a 

reject aueh &J1 honorable courae. 

Ill the year• ah ad. &a ettize of the rich&l\ atld moat powerf\11 

nation OJ). ea.rth. yourt will be the reapoutbility of leader•hip in 

•eekiDg the P9•ce. 
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And leade-rship foJ: peace requiret far more than a la..rge •tock 

of gunboata and a hard fi•t at the conference table. 

Lead rahip for peace requires more than the ability to go-tt.a.lone .. 

although we must not be afraid to do ao when nee-.aary. 

face . • • of the reeourc:ea a.t hand • • . and Of the objective• we seek. 

n requi:roa the ability, pe;rhaps ven more, to lead and iupire 

othere - to lead and inspire in a eenee of common enterprise. 
I 

This, then., il the teet ol ouraelvee: Not to m&re alone, but to 

lead in atJch a way :that othera w-ilt wieh to join u•. 

Let there be no doubt that we Americana have the viaion, the 

endurance and the c:our&ge to •~nd, to live, to work. and, if need~. 

to die for what we believe. 

So Mr•. Hum hrey a.nd l have come home today. 

The ble11ing of our generation. baa been to aee a ftation deep in 

poverty and duet a.rtae and become • uatton of abundance, of hope, of 

increa.aing social juetice, a_nd of international leaderahip. 

And you can be remembered •• the fir•t ge~ratlon to dare to 

rn.ab the benefit• of eivili&ation ava.itabl$ to all manl&ui. 

The ble••ing of yo\U' generation ean be thf; opportunity to help 

build a world in which men may dwell in home• o1 light, in valteya 

reen wltb nature•a bounty, and in natioJUI ruled by law• of j~ice. 

To dream of lea• would be unworthy of. u.s. 
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May 31, 1966 

Dr. Kerr, Dr. Braithwaite, Dean Mergler, members of the 

faculty of Huron College, Board of Trustees, members of the class 

of 1966, every guest, visitor, and neighbor, bow good it is be 

be with you tonight. 

Dr. Kerr, may I first make reference to an earlier pre

ceding of this evening, when the alumni of this college honored 

some very distinguished graduates of this splendid school. An 

old friend of ours, the Harold Lumbs, affectionately known as 

"Lefty11 honored tonight; Mr. Reeves and Mr. Plachy. All dis

tinguished citizens and all honored by Huron College and its 

student body. 

Today we had the privilege, or at least I had the privilege 

of listend.ng to Mrs. Humphrey give a fine luncheon speech and 

I must tell the audience what Dr. Kerr said, to keep the Vice 

President in the proper sense of humility and understanding that 

should become that office. He said, "If you do half as well as 

Muriel, we will consider that you have done well enough." Dr. 

Kerr, I am going to try and live up to half as well, expect no 

more. 

It is good to be home. I am sure you know that it is very 

good and very pleasant for me to be with my family, my mother, 

brother Ralph, sister-in~law Harriet, and with our many friends 

of this wonderful community. 
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For Muriel and myself, this is truly a wonderful home

coming, because Huron and Huron College are a very special and 

precious part of our lives. There are so many happy memories 

here and yet so many kind of experiences that come rushing like 

a flood through our minds. 

I suppose that the words of Sir Walter Scott best express 

our emotions, they are trite and they are old, but yet so mean

ingful. "Is there a man with soul so dead who never to himself 

bas said, thd.s is my own, my native land." That is the way we 

feel. 

And like Prometheus, of greek mythology, I seem to renew 

my strength when I touch this good earth of South Dakota and see 

these many good friends. 

But lest to this graduating class of 1966, I seem tired 

and old and all too sentimental about the yesterdays, and that 

often happens with Commencement speakers, you know. The South 

Dakota of our youth is not only a land of friends and family, 

but it was also a land in which the wind blew, in which homes and 

farms and businesses were lost and good men worked and fought to 

no avail. Heartbreak and despair became a part of everyday life. 

Dreams were literally turned into dust, how well I remember. 

But the spirit of the people, that was the saving grace. 

The spirit of the people was undaunted, faith optomism in 

tomorrow and the indominable will of the people to see it through. 

These are the hallmarks of a great people, the giants of 

this earth, the people of this country. These are the qualities 

and character of the people in this area that live in my memory. 



3 

~ut now to come home today on May 31, 1966, is rar 

better than to return to what we knew then in the so called 

good old days. To come home today is to live the good and new 

days and let me say to the graduates, there will never be a 

better day than th~ one we live now and then the one you will 

live tomorrow. 

For all of this we reverently thank God All Mighty. 

You know this country needs no more days like the old days 

of the 1930tso We can get along without those days. 

Today our nation is one of well-being and abundance and 

Huron College graduates of 1966 rind a very different South 

Dakota and a very different America than many of us knew. The 

lands are fertile, the crops we hope are good, the economy is 

prosperous. Yes, our nation is strong and nich and powerful. 

And to you, the doors of opportunity for an educated person, are 

wide open. The future is yours for the taking thereof. 

Now I suppose it is almost impossible for college graduates 

of this decade to understand and feel the heartaches, the despair, 

and the dashed hopes of the great depression of the 1930tso 

You know I have been telling my boys and our daughter . 

about this period; and just about a month ago our seventeen year 

old son, thsn seventeen, wrote to me and said, "Dad, send me 

some phamphlets about the depression, I have to write a paper." 

And poor Dad had been telling him about it for seventeen years 

and yet he needed to have a phamphlet • . But, it was ever so with 

each generation. 
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This generation of young Americans faces new problems, 

and new challenges no less demanding and no less severe and 

no less vital to our survival. Let me just list them for you, 

because they are here. 

The filthy slums of our cities-the cancer within our 

midst, racial bitterness,· and unrest, delinquency, and 

illiteracya These are the enemies within our gates. The 

enemies to be defeated. 

They challenge our sense of justice and humanity, and 

true equality of opportunity which is the promise of this land, 

remains the unfinished business of our democracy, and it is 

to that business that this graduating class and hundreds more 

like it across this land must dedicate their livesa 

Now just as it is difficult for this generation to under

stand the great depression, so may I say it is even more difficult 

for our generation to comprehend what life is like in the 2/3rds 

of humanity that live in the areas of world poverty ••• the 2/3rds 

whose daily lives are marked and marred and smeared by the 

horrible facts of hunger, disease, ignorance, and violence. 

In fact my friends this is like another world remote and 

distant and unknown to us. This is the other world, the world 

of the poor, unbespeakable poverty. So unfamiliar to most 

Americans. But I must submit that this is the world of the ma~ 

jority of Godts children. Ths world of want and the world of 

despair, the restless turbulent violent revolutionary world that 

you face. And it is the world in which the late and beloved 

Pope John XXIII referred when he said, "1vhere there is a constant 
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want, there is no peace." and yet peace is mankinds business; 
without it there is nothing. 

Peace is the highest act of statesmanship, and most de• 
manding discipline of this century. A desperate need of the 
world today is to narrow that widening gap between the rich and 
the ppor nations of the world, lest the gap aevour us and destroy 
us. 

Today there are millions of young families spending their 
very last day on this earth, because they haventt the strength 
or the health to keep going. 

But mind you that those who remain, and there are many who 
will literally tear the fabric of peace to shreds, your peace 
and your world, unless they have some reason to believe that there 
is hope for a better life and hope for justice. 

Now this is and could appear to be a sad story, yet 
fortunately this generation of Americans is better equipped to 
deal with these probl~ms than any that we have ever known, but 
it is the duty of each of us to be frank and candid with one 
another. There is no gain in guilding the living and deceiving 
one another. 

In recent months, the president of the United States has 
made three historic proposals designed to bring hope to this 
multitude of mankind and to help the developing nations with the 
essentials of nation-building. What are those essentials? 

Education - that is how we built this nation, health and 
food; and all three are interrelated and interdependent. Progress 
in any one of the three aids the other, and it is on this solid 
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foundation of expanded educational opportunity, health services, 

and food production that the impoverished peoples of the earth 

can build their new lives. It is in education, and health, and 

food that your lives can be preserved and protected. 

Every generation of Americans must remember the wise 

counsel of Thomas Jefferson who said, "You can not be both 

ignorant and free." and a world of ignorance is a world of 

despotism. 

A world of ignorance is a world of disaster, but in this 

heartland of America ••• the granary and the bread basket of our 

nation ••• let me direct your attention tonight to but one of 

these subjects; these three elements of education, health, and 

food and I select for fou tonight a very mundane subject, but 

one that is of critical importance of this day and hour, food. 

Now we made it a matter of national priority and we must 

do so on every increasing scale to help the developing nations 

obtain food for their people. Not just food for survival, but 

food of a quantity and quality and so distributed to so release 

the energies of the people needed for sustained economic growth 

and tranquility. 

Food for peace as we call it, and the young senator from 

this state that wrote me a note and urged that I might come 

here along with the gracious and friendly invitation of Dr. Kerr 

and the trustees; Senator McGovern, has been one of the main 

architects of food for peace. 

Our food aid programs over the past ten years have bought 

over 140 million tons of food to hungry people. 

Hunger, malnutrition, and famine, the scruge of mankind 

through the centuries, have been checked and millions of lives 
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have been saved, saved by the farmers and the producers of food 

and fiber of this very state. What greater honor could befall 

a people than to save a life. 

Schools and hospitals have been built from the proceeds 

of food. 

Seventy million children tonight, today receive American 

food in school lunch and family and child-feeding programs. 

Seventy million would be the victims of hunger were it not 

for America. 

Yes, my fellow Americans, the spirit of this college, a 

great institution, religiously motivated, we have fed the 

hungry, we have clothed the naked and we have healed the sick, 

we have kept the faith. 

But despite these efforts the world is hungrier today than 

tt was ten years ago. 

The world population explosion continues and if current 

trends continue, world population could double within the next 

35 years. 

By 1980 the developing or the under developed nations 

may need as much as 750 million tons of grain each year. This 

is 300 million more tons than were required in 1950 and for 

the farm people of this area, let me tell you, it is equal to 

the entire present grain production of North America and Europe 

combined. That is the shortage that we face the next fourteen 

years. 

Crop forecasts for this year indicate serious shortages 

in world production of cereal grains, vegetable oils, and 

protein. 
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The minds of hundreds of millions of children are today 

being dulled and stunted by the lack of protein. Malnutrition 

has placed a heavy mortgage on the future of many nations and 

malnutrition is a threat to the peace of this world. 

Now obviously, we must think more in terms of helping people 

produce their own food and fiber no matt er how generous we may be, 

no matter how filled with compassion and charity, we cannot alone 

feed the world nor should we expect to. 

But our goal should be nothing less than each child being 

able to look ahead to a future where hunger and famine are no 

longer the everyday companion. Where those words of the Lords 

Prayer, "Give us this day our daily bread," become a reality. 

There are those who say, of course, that this cantt be done 

that this is just sheer idealism, well I say with our skill and 

our determination and with your committment and the committment 

by the other rich nations of the world, with. perseverance and 

courage by those who lead these poor nations, that it can be done. 

And if not; there is no world. It will be destroyed. It is in 

fact fortunately being done in many areas of the world today. It 

is being done under great handicaps even in Vietnam. 

The South Vietnamese people have since 1954 doubled their 

production of rice and many other crops. 

Modern agriculture is being introduced including the 

county extension agents and agricultural education, this is the 

other war that is being fought and the one that can be won, and 

unless we win this one you can win no war at all. 

The primary credit for this achievement, of course, belongs 

basically with the Vietnamese people. Their work and their 
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initiative is something to behold. They learn quickly and they 

are a vital and vigorous people, but I must say we helped and 

we have taken the initiative too towards th.e development of a 

whole MeKong River area-the-Delta- a great area of the world that 

bas been untouched by human engineering and human bands. A 

development which could benefit millions and millions of people 

and several nations and this is the hope of the future of South 

East Asia. 

In India, there is a food crisis that is critical. 

More lives may be saved in India this year than by American 

food than the total populations of North and South Vietnam put 

together. Or if we fail, more lives will be lost. We are 

currently shipping from America over one million tons of feed 

grains per month to feed the starving and needy millions of th~ 

sub-continent. 

In addition we are helping the government of India to take 

long overdue practical steps of self-assistance to develop prive 

incentive programs for grains, a long range soil and water con

servation program, agriculture education and research. Education, 

research; the key; the key to their freedom because you cannot 

be both ignorant and free. 

~ery year over 5000 foreign technicians, scientists, and 

teachers and oth~r agriculturally oriented people come to this 

land for training. 

In fact over 80,000 students from other lands are in 

America tonight at our Universities. 

Throughout the world Americans are at work and you can be 
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proud of them. At work helping to build self-sustaining 

economics and our America is going to oneed you in that en

deavor. Because this is the work of peace. 

We do not and cannot attempt to conquer hunger alone. 

Nor can we conquer disease and illiteracy by ourselves, but 

we can lead. 

We must encourage therefore a truly international effort 

to combat hunger and modernize agriculture. 

We must strengthen the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations and be committed to it. The efforts of 

the International Banking Organizations and of the United Nations 

Development Program need to be expanded and you need to pledge 

your support. 

We are prepared as a nation and a people to increase our 

participation in· regional, as well as world wide efforts, to 

save the peace by combating mans ancient enemies of pestulance 

and disease and ~unger. 

Twenty centuries ago a great Roman philosopher, Seneca, 

observed that "a hungry people listens not to reason, nor cares 

for justice." 

No one nation or region of the world, therefore, can live 

in plenty, callous to the needs of others without moving further 

towards the destruction of the peace. 

This world cannot rest upon a base of hungry, needy, 

ignorant, and despairing people without sooner or later ex

periencing a violent explosion. 

What I am saying to the young people of the class of 1966 

is simply this; the future of your lives is more dependent on 
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what happens to South "East Asia in the sub-continent in the 

middle East than what happens in South Dakota or even America. 

We are a family of people in an ever shrinking world. 

Let us then to share in this miracle of American abundance, 

work to give full impetus to a new world, a new world of hope 

and peace. Remember that one person with dedication and faith 

is worth 99 who have only a passive interest. 

Dante said, "The hottest places in Hell are reserved for 

those in a period of moral crisis, who maintain their neutrality." 

Woe, unto those who are neutral when a moral issue is at 

stake, and hunger is a moral issue. Illiteracy and ignorance 

is a moral issue. Disease and pestilence is a moral issue, it 

knows no politics. 

We cannot therefore, in a world of deprivation and hunger, 

remain neutral and still be moral, nor shall we, ba'Cause d.f the 

wora bas not gone out, then let it down from this place that we 

have declared war on world hunger, ignorance, and disease. 

The:re is really only one kind of war that the American 

people ever want to wage and that is the war against hunger, 

ignorance, and disease and no people have ever been better pre

pared. 

So let it be known that Ame:rica is a life-giving nation, 

not a life-taking nation. Let history remember us for our 

scholars, not only our soldiers. Let future generations look 

back upon us not as a world policeman, but as a source of en

lightenment. 

Now just a word then about peace, because we seek ths 

peace of plenty and of freedom, but I must say in all candor 



12 

to those who seek this peace, that it is mo~e than a wish o~ 

a speech or a treaty o~ even a demonstration. 

Peace is :food and its :fibe~ and its health. These are 

the building blo~ks of' peace. Not the poetic words of' wish and 

dream, the hard substance of' building stone by stone the 

cathedral of' peace, and those building blocks of' peace can be 

:found in the :fertile pastures, in productive peasants and 

:fa~mers, in workers in their :factories and shops and teachers 

in thei~ classrooms and businessmen and soldiers and servants 

of the people who have a vision of a much bette~ day and are not 

a:fraid to devote their lives to it. 

Yes, peace is building, not asking, not pleading, it is 

the day to day hard work and sac~ifice of' nations like our own 

and people everywhere. 

It is the United Nations keeping the peace in the Middle 

East in A:frica and Cyp~ess and it is the peace which. needs you 

desperately at work in over :fifty countries and it is foreign 

aid from this rich America to the impoverished; helping them 

develop their economy and it is the unhe~alded wo~k and con

tributions of' a host of' voluntary agencies, missionaries, 

chu~ches in far away places ••• th.at is peace. 

Peace requi~es volunteers, just as an a~my needs recruits 

and the work of peace demands faith, patience, courage, almost 

beyond human description and perseverance and the cause of 

peace requires sacrifices even greater than on the :field of battle. 

And then may I say that world peace is served when 

aggression is met and stopped, before it becomes a pattern of' 

International conduct. 
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Peace may require resistance to aggression, armed re

sistance, as it does tonight in South East Asia. 

Peace is well served when free nations join together in 

common defense ana mutual security, but above all peace requires 

the strong, ana we are strong; to be willing to walk that 

extra mile, to be humble in the search for a peaceful settle

ment of International conflict. 

Yes, real peace is negotiation without any preconditions 

ana it is the willingness to talk ana to reason even when others 

reject such an honorable course. The willingness to endure 

insult ana yet seek peace. 

In the years ahead the citizens of this richest ana most 

powerful nation on earth, yours will be the responsibility of 

leadership in seeking the peace. That is why you have a college 

education. 

Ano leadership for peace requires far more than a large 

stock of gunboats, even though that stock we have, ana a hare 

fist at the conference table, even though that is what some 

people may recommend. 

Leadership for peace requires also more than the ability 

to go-it-alone, although we must not be afraid to co so when 

necessary. 

Leadership for peace requires the understanding of the 

problems that we face, world knowledge, ana of the resources 

at bane ana the objectives that we seek. 

It requires the ability perhaps even more to lead ana to 

inspire others, to lead ana inspire in a sense of common 
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enterprises. 

This then, is the test of ourselves. Not to march alone, 

but to march in such a way that others will wish. to join us and 

to follow. 

So Mrs. Humphrey and I have come home today, we hope a 

little more experienced, hopefully a little wiser, and also very 

fortunate and much blessed. 

But the blessing of our generation has been to see this 

nation that was once deep in poverty and dust arise, stand tall 

and strong, and become a nation once again of abundance, bu~ 

more importantly a nation of hope and of social justice, and of 

every expanding opportunity for more and more people. 

We of my generation have seen our beloved America take on 

the role of International leadership and to do it well. 

And you of this generation, yours is a much better future, 

because as Toynbee, that great British historian said, "That 

we can be remembered, not for our crimes, or even our astonishing 

inventions." And now I paraphrase it for you, you can be re

membered as the first generation in all of recorded history to 

make the benefits of civilization available to all mankind. 

The blessing of your generation, then, can be the opportunity 

that you have in your time to help build a world in which. men 

may dwell in homes of light, valleys green with natures bounty 

and a nations rule by laws of justice. 

These are the dreams of young men and women, but it is 

only through the dreams and the visions of the young that an old 

world can survive. 
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To dream of less than this kina of a world is to be 

unworthy of us. 

To dream ana plan will give us the greatness which our 

leaaersh~p requires. 

I connnena this class, I salute you for your achievements, 

ana I charge you with the responsibility of doing better than 

those who came before you. 
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