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~ I congratulate all of you -- the many fine 

young ladies and these few fine young men -- on the 

happy occasion of your graduation. 

~peaking to my fellow-males, I am reminded of 

the time when George Bernard Shaw was called to the stage 

after the first performance of one of his plays.jrhe audience 

was cheering and cl~p@ng enthusiastically, but a voice from 

the galleries bellowed: 
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,/.., "~aw, y3ur play's rott!lll!" 

"You know it and I know it," he answered, "but ... 
who are we among so many?11 

/,We men are indeed few among many here, and 

hope therefore that you wi II forgive me if I address some ....... 
of my remarks particularly to the ladies. 

~ It has been said that women are wiser than men 

because they know less and understand more. 

L ~~ 
I think that ~true. 

/.u is particularly true of you who have chosen to 

dedicate your lives to the service of humanity in a most direct 

and meani ngfu I way. 

A You will give your care --)'Obi "hpdse 'ouicg 

~ as iw tr ~ ~es are ~tly instructed --to those 

who need it most, those who suffer from physical or mental 
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iII ness. You wi II ease their pain, and help speed their way 

back to full physical or mental health. 

~And there is nothing more sacred than tR; sa~nga4f< 
iqlfAhealing of your fellow man. 

-= -

--zl know that St. Mary's has prepared you well for 

your chosen profession -- a profession so urgently in need 
~ ~,.....14-.\h .. 

of trained, dedicated workers. -~. ~'~ ..... ?MUJ. ..,.,, 
I -)1~•' 

1-._ I want particularly to commend St. Mary's on ~~ 

its program for training child development technicians 

whose work can mean so much to mentally retarded chi fdren. 

1... Junior colleges li~his perform an essential 

service in our contemporary society - offering technical 

training and general education. Classes are held 

conveniently close to where most of you live, and junior 
I 

"-

colleges hold forth the great promise of making advanced 

education avai !able to every young person with the 

qualifications and interest. 
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LThe ~~tomorrow will require the full 

utilization of~ our resources -- both material and human• .. 
j Junior colleges are one of the principal means whereby these 

human resources will be fully developed --whereby no person's 

talents will remain unused and untageed due to inadequate 

educational opportunity. 

L Today one of the r~st under-utilized resource 

in America is the talent of its women. 

LAnd this nation has for many years ~ , •••r-••••• .. _ ·• 

l~ this talent in shameful fashion, We are doing b~er than 

we used to do -- more and more field~ formerly reserved 

to mel are being opened up to all comers., 

L There's much greater readiness to employ old~ -
women and to schedule jobs on a part-time basis --
.----
- AtCwL 

particularly where women have,. needed ski lis to offer • 



-~-,..,~ ?}#·"'~ L Yes, today ~join the wider -- and growin,9 --

company of women who are contributing to society outside _. 
as well as inside their homes. --- -"-

LAs recently as 1940, less than a third of the 

women of working age were employed. Now the proportion 

is almost half, and is steadily increasingc 

~ A•growing number will work until they begin 

having childre} and resume their careers after &their 

children are safely at school. JU/~~:~r 
~There are good reasons for this. One half of all 

American women are married by the time they are twenty. --
And one-half have their last child by their 30th year. 

& 4 

~Women are living longer -- longer t~an mel],. 

in fact. So there•s a lot of life still to be lived after the 
..., r# 

children have started school. And women are putting these 

years to good use. 
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~lthough we have made~~ progress recently in 

using the talents and skills of our women more fully, we ---
sti II fail to recognize this contribution in the most tangible 

way -- what we pay them. 

~ Today, the average woman worker earns only 

three-fifths as much as a man. In that respect we haven •t 

made any progress at all, for the ratio was the same a 

quart:; of a ~tu ry ~go. -:::J;Il. 

~ In the field of health services, the need for 

manpower -- and much of it is actually '!!-::om=a=n=-p=o:wer -- is 

desperate. 
'~/ 

" I am indeed proud that my own daughter elected 

to train as a nurse. Like many others thus qualified, she 

is now busy as a mother raising her children .. And I 
.. < r""" 

cannot think of any better preparation for this greatest of 

womenly responsibilities than that which a nurse brings to it. 
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/It is estimated that, between now and 1975, we 

will need an increase of a million men and women, above 

present totals, in all the health occupations. 

~That includes ... 60, 000 physicians -- and, in ci dentally, 

hope that a growing proportion of them wi II be women. 

Other countries do much better in this respect than we do. 
~ .--Z ; hat is the cause of this great need for workers 

in the health services? lbora it ::at j& ' a sL ;g't '""'se 

hblt §?POFOI OOIIIVOP~i ::y I RiSr 

L In the first place, Americans expect the best in 

medical services -- and we have fallen behind the best of 

which we are capable. 

~e no longer have the lowest infant mortality 

rate in the world. 

A Life expectancy is, greater in most of the other~ 
industrial countries, exceeding ours in some of them by 

~ -
as much as five years. 

'"""" ~ 
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1-.J,he mortality rate of men in ea~ly middle age is 

substantially higher in the United States than in other 

industrial countries, and is twice the rate of Sweden -- a 

shocking disproportion. 

/.._ In the .second plac;, our medical services are 

not equally accessible to all Americans. The infant mortality 

rate is three times as high among Negroes as among Whites. 

/-.(n the ~palachian.s, and in other depressed rural areas, 

there are mi I lions of Americans who do not enjoy even 

the most elementary health services. In our cities, the 

slum dweller does not have access to care nearly as good 

as others more fortunate. 

~ ,,,J,,. 
1t;) 

}., ~i,;d. there is the rapid growth of our population, 

xpected to jump 30 mi Ilion by 1975. The major increases ... 
will be in the very young and the v!!l.old --two age -
groups most in need of good medical services. 
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" The 1965 amendments to the Social Security Act 

have committed us to better health services for the children 
3 

~J~e ooas which we must and shall meetl..!.nd on July 1, 

with Medicare, we shall take a giant step forward -- fulfilling 

our long overdue responsibilities to our senior citizens. 

~ F~, there is a vesitable exploJiOn going on 

in medical knowledge. The new methods can work miracles, 

but they require a much greater number of health workersc. 

L Here is on:,_ dramatic example- Not long ago it 

took only one doctor to diagnose a "blue baby" as doomed 

• to ear_!y and inevitable deatt).~ow this doctor can give it 

the great gift of life -- but only by calling upon a large 

team of medical specialists and auxiliary personnel, More 

than 1~ required for the preparations for the 
-=== 

care. 
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training health workers, and to make available to them 

. ore of the tools they need for their job. 

But, if I may be permitted to sound a 

down -to-earth theme, better pay is urgently 

women are generally underpaid in comp 

women in our health services have een sli ghted even more. 

When, and only wh , wages and working conditio 

are made competitive -- t n, and only then good facilities 

for training can attr: ct the expanding num bers required. 

e me, this is a basic truth that all of us, 

must take to heart -- not only for the health 

serv· es, but in most fields where women work. 
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onfident that women -- sti II, a_:_s ____ _ 

• an under-privileged majori 

You are fortunate in taking your place in the 

world of work at this point in our history. For you are ? moving into a society in which, at a steadily increasi ng 

pace, women are coming into their own, not only as wives I 
and mothers, but as full participants in our economic and ... -
professional life -- in other words, as complete human 

bei ngs. 

kur world needs more than a woman's touch -

it needs her mind and her heart as well"> 
<::: c • • 
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There are great challenges to meet. 

There is the elimination of poverty -- a major 

cause of ill health. 

There is the achievement of full equality for all 

our citizens. 

There is the task of making our cities fit to live 

in and our countryside beautiful and refreshing to the body 

and sou I. 

There is, above all, the task of building a 

durable peace. 

For, after all, you have studied hard and 

conscientiously, you have prepared to render arduous 

and devoted service, for one all-important purpose -

to save human lives. 
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L What ma:lness it is that mankind still squanders 

so many precious lives -- and particularly those of the 

young, the vigorous, and the hopefu I -- in the age-old 
• - "'ta -1£4 

folly of war and violence. 

J.. That is why all our hopes and dreams rest not 

with our capacity to destroy nor with our capacity to make 

more and better things and objects~ but with our capacity 
-- .... -- til 

to achieve that day prophesied by Isaiah, when "nation 

shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 

learn war any more." 

If If If If If 
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sta.:e, ci':::.zer. an.d institut::.o .. , --;.-o:·1

: s·"c!e :.y side; a d as a re:u1_t ,-e a.:::e 
~e~i .......... ing to .=:;e;: e :..!.ati -~ .... tb.at is r::.c:'1er l.~._ sp·~r=-.t a_ .. c1 e_""!::.sl· ~erJn.~.:!.t tl1al.1. 

an~r :.~.a·:.:.:·_on "!:~1a·~ e·ve~ gi .. aced -::l1c ~e.::::.:1. 

I 1 L~ co pleaueJ '::: :.:~ thi.s de·vc:!.opr~e lt 'J:: ._ .. ~ ~u __ :·_o::.. .. Cu2..:e~e 2._,~.~ ::.~~deed t:·!.e 
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reC:):2 U C1
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'""Jl- ::·_ ..... t. -;"'~ :_~.e .e· e~ ;t,:"·:c. 
.,..,_c: ::;:::._:_:_ : . ..!\.C ~.. . .:...!re~::. d 

.. e._...:t:'se \ .. e ' 't_ <- , .Je_ .. 'C?a .. ti~-v 

.:el~ J'tv .... ::r, :.; ~ pre~e cl ::_:.; 
::l. 1:C 1 Y~ "es. ::.L·~r~.:J..::, i:.J 

~..~.--· .~..~. ::c. ::J~~ ~ 2 ' rc i_ :· 1~ Jett..:!:: 4 .. 
1

l:!.,"" 't e u<"'e..: L. ..... 1cl r .. :.~c .C."'~.c1 .... 1Dre :;:~.e~.C.:s 

::o:.'"r'""e::l~ re~ e2..-c '"c.:. e .. -·:.. :.::e ~y· .::o:: T"~C:a ar ~ ... _ """\\- 1 
J:;::. ·u o:\e:..e ='. e.r-" to ~ .. 1 ~ c or.:.e::s . 

'l~e'!:"e ~ ...- rrl.l"'C
1

-1 w:..·eL!.tCr rc~dir .. ea.~S, _::c-_· c::a~ ...... ..~l\1 , ::cd~: ... -::o er.~ !.a)" older 'tr-J"~te· .. _ 2.. ~r, 

sc: .. t.du:!..e ~\...,·H:: ...... ~ r~::t t·:_we t . .._.. c:..s , ~J'"Yti.cl!lc?:.:!. .. / T·''~C~'"e 'tTOr.er .. :12.\.Te !..!.uch 
.1eedcd s!:::.l!s :::-:> Jr~e:..· . J.. say :.:ha·- '::e _eeC.: .,... use ::::.ece ~-u.,:a.l resot:::ces fuller 
:::tr..d 'Je:: ter • .ecausc :.:he::-~ c:re only & feP o~ ._. u, ~:e P. ~e:::-~_cans i11. th::.s uo:!:lc1 , com 
pareC: ·::..) tLe :::o·~al ~o~··lat::c:. a:ld ::>1ucL is e::~ c:cted o.Z us <:.nd ·pe '.>et::er 'm.:::::Le 
do\·:--: ::u the ~~E.l:: .J.r: (::eL..~ir10 e\ er: .. cc~y to c.:..r:. .. : "_i.s -J:: l1e:: ~a:_r s~1are o::: th::. 

load. 

Ore c:: 
af.Cu:.J 

Ll1e rt:aso:.J.:... 1..hat v.;·e e ""uau e :7.. 1 t: e l,·ar 

::...> have o.~.1e- -~ :. fth o:: ·:::1i.~ ~ .. :. t -~(;,.1 1-·-~~e 

on ·- ove:::-::y 

\Te:."_)1L o~ ·:: ..... e o~: .. er ~>ur--£~ .. -~ .. .:~ .. 3 . _\. vi , ): c.:>urse , more·im ort~u·:::y , e'"Ie:::-~r JC:J7 

··.~ e .... ~~tled -::,.., [... c"' a ... .;.~e , e"t_,·e_ ... :-r e:"G.Jd ::_s a C::"..!:..::u~e o:: d:"'"v"':.!:!e 1.-:....J :" ..:e .... 2.e , 
CV2ry 
ra::e, 

._,. -2 C:i\""'::. ;.c "t:i. t\::. ... 1 :L:..:..1 ..... _ ~ ave::~-- p:=-zso··""l =.,:;, 
::o :....-::e ":.on~3::,li:1._, -:t1·:: 8:: " ·· s or ~ ... e .... : li·Cc. 

.• L 

•• s recer.tl:r as 19':-), les~ t!:.an a t~ i rd )f ::~!e -:::>r._er. :>·~ •:ry;_·::Lc__: a"'e ~vere e -P l:J.~ "''"' . 
7Le :;;>::-.::r;:>o:=t::..oa to!aJ is :::.lmost hal:' , a.1C: is st:eadily i:'-crea.s: . ...,. -.~ . .;::o'O:'l--u 
:!um'ber ;:-ill por1: u1til t'tey ·,e:;in havi.1.._, chil.:lrer1 an.:': ~l12n resurr.e t 1:.eir career::; 
aE·::e:: t'heir cr.:: 12re," are ,ja::e::.y ::.r. cc11ool. ."..."l.d I underscore tl-e ~-;ord sa.fel 
a nd this is 01.'-e of the ::::-eacons tLat r..1o t~1c rs ou;:::-::: t o be ~he chac...p::.. :_s o£' e.i1- c~. 

t::.0_'1 , ~ec3.t:se ~-L.e -'=~ct :...c , tt. ... a··: c i.:.Lr...;~._ C'"i:ld L1cre ~~-n .. e c "cle ~ :_:·.e ca::e of t'·e 

tcucl1e:: ~"'-J.at.:. t:_cJ 2) t1.~.1r.:e::: t:·_e ..... a::-..; ·: t, e n~~~::1e:: . ~::e:-e..:=ot~, .,. :J'..! oc..;: t t'J ... e 

::. .• te:::-ested ::_ __ t' e te.:::...;:1e:c ac.d intere sted in ::·)e cc:h(.ol. .:.· ose _l-1::.::.2-re!l u:.ll 
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'I. T:JC 1de:.:-ed ::.::: ';.;e really loved JU::::' c:1:'..ldre:.1 the <Ja ~ve d:'..G. not atte~1d to 
our sc:w:Jls. A. ch::.ld leaves :,: oer :wme at e:'..ght ::_1_ t!:e monliil3 and returns 
a:::ter four L1 :he a:Cternoo~1 , a 1d then ~1e speYtds Ids time out :_l, the neigh-
uorhood a"1d no L: _lear you . 'here~ore , the nei,_;!1oorhood becomes im~JO:!:"tant 
a.1.d occas:i.onally ou .:;et a ~1old of ::her..1 long e:1ou.;h to get the:'..r £aces 
uashed , ;;et thet some food , ;:Ja.y".:..e Lave a -!:e..-.v- momer1ts 1;; izh thew, tud~ then 
into 'Jed, and that ' "' J_t . It is ::Le tea.cl:e:.: e_ul ::11e :1ei.;hbor:1ooc that 
co.Lcl::.~ions a 0 reat deal a cLild. here:::ore, ou::- interest iu. eclucatio~1 
a .d ::ee.che::-s aad aei0~1uorl10 'ds. 

1\:o\' .. c:-... ere C.!:' a Li.ig:-_t~~ 600G. reasu .J.s ":·.:1y '.tJ.otl1e~c ~esUllle tl1ei.:: ca::-ee:c"s afte:..--
t:-.. e:..r C~!:.:.d~et.w. ._::-e :.""~ s.::.: .. ool . ~ l.e-l:al.:: o.2 all ;:., e t.~..LJ.;.er:;....:::an. \;"Ctrr..c· __ are 
-...J.a.L::::..e2 ·· J' t~1e t::.L:e t~_eJ ~:i':! t~:.="l~::l · .. ... __ ':l ...... ""e-: .. al:.': ~-_avz l:1 le::_:.." 1-.....s;.:. c:_i~~ 
- y ::.:1eir -:::h~_-::'~j_e::h :.i::t~1day . ::ome ,1 a re liv:'..ng l on[;er- - e._l.c , b] the ·way , 
l onge:;_· tha1. r£:.e.J.-- s · ·:'_e~:e ' s 2. L.~:: o.: li:':e ;:_, he lived c.:':::e::: :::_e chil..:rec 
:.~.a•.:-e s-::s.rted c::~_J :!.. . .A...C'd ~ .... ::::t _f:.tsl::·, r,ure .::1.!.c: !" ... s:.:e "~le~:·~ca _ t."T.:n:l.1e.'l c::.re 
lJUtt-" .~.~~ -·~"'--~ ~ l-~ ::e ·L.; ~oaJ LS~ a._~ ~-us.- .. : :C ·.:1l.e_ ..... e;.ze .L>u·::ti ... :..; ::_·:: -::~.) ~oo:I use 
~-l. VJle.n~a:::y· Se~ ... \ 7 l-Ce 'i:) h-2-lj_) J::: ... -~-""..: . .a.~---:-; al·::I ... ut:c_).~. -::e ' ~ ... e rr~de · rr,u::-ecz :: .. :·ece .. tt::J 
iL. u.s:._!,~ t:!.e tale:._::s a .. !.d slci:2-s "'"':: :>u:: \:'"Cr .. e.l_ n.:Jre :': 11 1~-} , ::L ·::'-:::.111<. ~ha·t 't-Je st:~~l 
::-a:~l t.J re~.._.,g:n.ize t1._i8 c.J_!t:-:~"'-u::::.oJ. .. :.l~ tb.e ~1os·:: tc..J.J.~:!_~Jle 't:·a.y .. ~-namelj , 1;7l1a·t.: ··:-e 

a:, ::heu. 'I'::>de.y tl~e ave:.:a0e woman \:o::ker ee.r~d::: o _ly three- f:'..:':t' .s a., mul!il as 
a 1.:.ae do:..r.0 exe.:::tl? tLe sane ~JL , add :i.1 :::hat :c·es ect ue haver_ ' t proe;ressec 
a 'uit in t:ce last qua.r::er of a ce_,tur~r 0ecause that was the rat~.o tv:e .ty- ::ive 
years a;:;o . A 3.::..ttle ;.t..c:Jrove:._e~.t is ~~eeC:ed there , v:::>ul~-~ ' t you say , girls? 

1:1 t'1e field o:: heal t:1 serv:'..ces , · tl~e need for man o~·:rer , or should I say 
uon£.npo~!er , is des erate . I ' m very proud aac! hrs , :~cmpLrey is proed , t~1a:: 
our dau0 hi::e1· , r:ancy , took so::_:e traini!l:; L~ nursin0 • She v:as 1.~a::ried and 
had l:er first bab- before she completed that course . Bu~ like r.:1any ot:rers , 
~!1us qualif:'..ed , she is 1 o~·J besy as a mother of :::hree ch::.ldren . And : ca .mo:: 
thi-·J.k of any better prepe.ratio~" ::or the greatest o:: v:on:a nl re::::pOitSi:,iliti..es 
tl1a~;. that -c:hich. a l1u:rse JritlGS to it . 

It is es~::.m.ated that bet,;eec no~~ an 1975 "tJe \:r:'..ll need a~" i:lcrease o£ over 
o~1e millic>.l mell a-.J.d \vomer. , above the p:;.:ese~1t to::als, i...J. all o:C ou:: ~1ealin:; 
a:::ts 11:1d beal::h occu~1a.::io~-s . :'his ue::tt~S at least S" , COO more cloctoz-s than 
ue l~ave tocla:;.r , a_td let me ~ust lay it Ot~ t'_e line , 1:re ' re sl:_ort- desperately 
short . ::::: t·:'e T,~ere as short of restaurants and h ~1.ky- tonks as \:'e are of 
docto:..-3 , there \,ould ba an outcry :I_ll this :::ountry . ::e ' re short , we ougLt 
to face up to it , and ~ret your ::;overnrile'l.t daes ha·ve programs today tn expa 1d 
the perso-r1el and the :::_·ai.Lia.:; o::: perso l..1el ir_ t!1e ~-ealing arts . I '1ope thc::.t 
our g:.:oTdr::; ro:ortion o£ that 6n ,ooo needed doctors 't·ril l be \JOmen , and vmy 
not ? los t of the civil ::.zed c::mntries o:': the uorld have a majo::-ity o:: c:one:1 
ns doctors . ':2t.e .... ca~~Ldi 1av ::.c:.._~ cot.::.lt:riec i_-:: rt,· .. ~..s :>ver f~~ty erce:1.t tl1at are 
";JOI:let.--eve'il. in t:ce Soviet ur'.io::.l. , uver s:!.::t: ' e :.:cent··-a:_d ._,ood doctors, \Jell 
tra::.~ed , ::he best--::t~~ ~;e ~eed theru. 
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