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1 I don’t want to be misunderstood., I believe in

2 | law observance, I believe in law enforcement, I not only
3 | deplore violence =- I say it cannot be condomed. But I also
- 4 || say, having said that, that®s not enough. I've been to too

5 | many of our big cities and I haven't Just gone into the

6 ( nicest places, even though that's generally where they like
7 } to take me, I don't like any Moscow tours in the United Statjs.
g || I want to go and see where the people live,

9 And I was in one great city not long ago where I
10 saw garbage uncollected for better than eight days, where

11 I saw dirty streets, and where I saw no playgrounds, and 'herJ
12 I saw no swimming pools, And I saw within one mile of that
13 | Very area beautiful streets, everything clean, lovely parks,
14 | tennis courts, recreation houses, swimming pools and everythinr.
15| You can't get by with it. That day is all over. I repeat:

16 | The newspaper, television, the radio fixed that. There are

17 | no secrets any longer, and we had better wake up.f

18 I guess that's about all I wanted to ;;y to you

19 | about this, I want to just conclude with one other observa-
20 tion,

ey,

21 | All of these problems that we have domestically are
. ST

;.15'. i;.
55 of vital importance, But our international problems are of

v oz || tremendous complexity and difficulty, But my fellow Americans,

24 the United States of America will be able to do abroad no

o5 | more than it is able to do at home,
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When we worried not long ago about all the

rioting in Saigon and Da Nang over in South Vietnam, I wonder
if we thought then that we would have a little of it in
Chicago, or in Washington, or in Los Angeles or in linneapoli&.
You name it -~ no city is immune from it,

I guess thatli;at I am trying to say to you is that
the way we conduct ourselves at home will pretty well deter-
mine how we are going to be able to conduct ourselves abroad,
For we are only as strong abroad as we are at home, And if
our economy falters here, we are not going to be able to be
a world leader, Or if America is torn apart by dissension,
you can't expect a unity of purpose in our efforts overseas,
We are in it all together, We are all Americans, whatever
our race, color, creed, national origin or region, There is
neither North, South, Northeast, nor West. We're Anericanfij
And today we have tremendous commitments, great respons-
ibilities, and it will do us no good to pretend that we
dont, Because, remember this, if the United States of Anerici,
the leaer of freedom in the world is unwilling to lead and
pay the price, then there are other forces that are evil
andsinister and oppressive that will lead and will pay the
price, There will be no vacuum,

Our decisions -- the decisions today ~- are very
painful., None of us ever wants to involve our nation in

what we call war or defensive operations which entail the loss
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of life, But I can tell you that a nation that has our
responsibilities and our position in the world may be com-
pelled on ocecasion to use force to restrain force, and may
be compelled also to have to help build nations that have been

destroyed,

Your America, my America -- this Blessed Nation --
is much criticized in the world, And it is much criticized
at home, But I want you to know that the United States of
America as it is today did not get where it is by a constant
series of mistakes, despite what you read or what you hear,
This America of yours has pPreserved the peace in the wor ld
since World War II. It has contributed a hundred and twenty
billion dollars to Peoples in other lands,

Seventy new Nations have come into being, and not
one has gone Communist,

One billion people have thrown off the yoke of oppreT-
sion and colonialism for freedom, Not one single Communist
nation in Africa, and only one in this Western Hemisphere,

And in Asia we are being tested, and that is why
we are doing what we are doing, The struggle in Vietnam, my
friends, is not merely a struggle over the geography of Viet-
nam, important as that may be, Nor is it even a struggle over
the lives of the 15 million people in South Vietnam, even
though that's very important, I can't imagine people who thin%

that we ought to leave 15 million people to be swallowed up
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by the forces of Communism —- and they would be -- and many
of ;hen assassinated -- and they would be, When we sSpeak of
morality -- when we speak of morality remember that scene
that some of us heard about, where a young lady was attacked
on the streets of New York, and it's said that there were
people standing by and not one lifted a hand to protect her,
And there was an outery, And America said, "What's happened
to us? A terrible thing has happened to us." And the answer
was, "Well, if you get involved, they'll drag you into court
and you'll be subpoenaed, and this and that"—- so you thought
of your own skin,

And then nine nurses were killed the other day, and
Somebody else -- some other madman gets going. Well, ladies
and gentlemen, we could forget the pPeople of South Vietnam,
And some day somebody might forget us, because we're a
minority in this world,

Morality does mean your favorable, affirmative answe
to the old Biblical question, "Am I my brother's keeper?"
And I thought it was most interesting that the scriptures
never gave you the answer; they just let you figure it out,
And the answer is, of course, "Yes." It comes back over the
Ages, '"Yes," And we would be a very immoral people if once
having been committed, as we are in South Vietnam, we walked
out and left 15 million innocent people in the South be

destroyed, I can't imagine a nation ever holding its head
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high again in decency,

But we are not going to lose., And we are not going
to break our commitments., We see a new Asia on the march,
and the Communists are not winning,

If you think we have troubles, take a look at what
China and Russia have,

There's a better Asia today, Japan is strong and
free and peaceful. Korea -- South Korea has made its economic
breakthrough, India and Pakistan, a year ago at war, are at
peace. The Philippines -~ a new leader, Indonesia -- a hun-
dred million people under the thumb of Peking, China only a
year ago today have broken out of the chains of Communist
domination,

Do you think a lot of this would have happened had
not your country stood firm? You know it would not have,

I am as sure as my name is Hubert Humphrey that one of the
reasons that the people of Indomesia -- and it's the largest
nation in Southeast Asia ~- a hundred-some million people
with fabulous riches, at least potentially -- that one of
the reasons that the Communist grip has been broken is be-
cause the leaders of the non-Communist forces saw that we
meant business in Southeast Asia, that we were there, We
gave them courage,

And I remind this audience this morning that your

Nation is doing great work, No nation has given as much in tJe
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cause of peace and justice, No people have ever been so

generous. No people have ever so Strongly supported the United

Nations and the great international bodies all the way from
the World Bank to the Asian Development Bank, the Alliance for
Progress, or whatever it may be. This nation has taken the
lead, and because we have taken that lead we are what we are,
so don't weary. The one thing that the Communist forces are
waiting for is for us to get tired., They're waiting for our
System to break down., That's why I've talked this morning
about strengthening this governmental system, not by oppressiv
measure, but by making it responsible to human need,

The Communists are waiting to see whether America
Will be divided. They're wondering what is going to happen
in these coming elections.~--and I am not talking Republican
or Democrat.-- whether or not we're divided on fundamental
principles. The Communists are waiting to see whether we have
the will to stick it out, or are we just weekend warriors,
Or are we just the boys that like to have a night on the
town, They are trying to find out, and they are testing to
see whether we are just rich and powerful, or whether we
are strong and resolute -- and there's a lot of difference,

Many a rich nation this world has known, and they
have gone off into ashes and oblivion,

We are being tested as to whether or not we will

keep our commitments, whether or not we have perseverance

!
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and will and faith and determination. This doesn't mean
that we lose our temper, It doesn't mean that we become
emotional, It doesn't mean that we seek to spread a conflict
It means that we have firmness without belligerence; we are
being resolute without being bellicose «- being strong, and
still at the same time, compassionate. And if we have those
qualities, I think we will continue to be a great people,

S0 we move zhead,

And my fellow Americans, as your Vice President I
report to you from this platform now that your Governnent,
in cooperation with its Allies in South Vietnam, is helping
that little beleaguered country of South Vietnam economically
==~ and it is gaining economically; politically -- it isg
gaining politically, There will be elections, And when I
hear the critics say, "Well, they may not be very good," I
say, "Well, what kind of elections have they had in North
Vietnam?"

I wish some of those who are so concerned about
what we are doing in South Vietnam would turn their purity
and their morality and their sense of decency upon those in
North Vietnam and in Peking, China,

(Prolonged applause,)

There will be an election, and it will be a good on
== under the circumstances, a free one, And we are continuin

to gain on the diplomatic front., At least we pursue with

J
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vigor and relentless purpose the cause of peace,

To every mother here in this audience =-- and many
of you are here that have boys there -~ let me tell you one
thing: The roadblock to peace is not in Washington, It's
in Hanoi and Peking. Not in Washington,

Your President does not need to be reminded to
search for peace, He searches for it, prays for it, and
works for it,

We are prepared to go anyplace, anytime, to meet
with anybody, anywhere, under any auspices to bring us
honorable settlement and peace to this conflict in Vietnam,
Now what more could you ask for?

(Applause)

But we are not prepared to surrender, and we are
not prepared to get out and to leave the South Vietnamese
people helpless, and we are not prepared to enter into some
kind of a deal or arrangement that history will describe as
a sellout, We're too big for that,

(Applause)

And militarily, dear fellow Americans, never has
this nation ever placed on the field of battle finer men,
men who are more courageous or able in combat than those
who today carry the flag of the United States and wear
the uniform of this country,

(Applause)
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They are not only tremendously courageous in battle,
but they are effective in villages, in civic action, Why, my
dear friends, some of them are rebuilding local government,
Just like you run local government —- your sons, These are
Americans, educated in America, the inheritors of 200 years
almost of self-government, the men whose forebears believed
in freedom, These young Americans want a free world. They
want a peaceful world. But thank God that this generation of
younger Americans understands what's going on in this world --
and it does. 8o I just leave you now with a word of encourage+
ment: Be of good faith., Do not weary., Do not yield to the
temptation of just being critical for the love of criticism,
Do not feel at any time that your leaders want less in terms
of peace and honor than you. Stand up straight and strong,
and know what Lincoln said is yet our philosophy. You remembex
those immortal words: "With malice towards none, with charity
for all, but with firmness in the right, as God gives us to
see the right." That is, was, and continues to be the
philosophy of this nation,

We hate no one. We are prepared to extend the
hand of friendship to all, but we have ideals. We have prin-
ciples, We have a belief, and "firmness in the right;, as God
gives us to see the right." And we will fulfill that obliga-
tion,

Thank you, (Applause)

* %k ok
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Excerpts from the National Association of County Officials
speech by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey - July 18, 1966

I am not at all sure that this Bill will answer all of our
needs, but I know that it is an improvement. I know that it will
add on to the many things that are already under way. The Demon-
stration Cities Bill doesn't involve a vast amount of outlay at
the beginning. It gives us a chance to experiment and to try, to
get at our rural slums and our urban slums, but primarily at our
urban slums.

And what about rent supplements. You're going to have to
make a choice here, friends, whether you want all low-income
housing in this country to be owned by the government and thereby
put yourself on the side of public housing completely, or whether
you want low-income housing to be owned privately and the inhabi-
tant of that home can receive a modest amount of assistance so he
can have a decent home in which to live. Or whether you're going
to have open vioclence in America in every major city and county
because people will not live like animals, nor should they in
some of the filthy, rotten housing that makes up the urban ghettos
of America's metropolitan areas.

Now make up your minds what you're going to do. (Applause)

I want to say right now that, as hot as it's been up in my
part of America, and as warm as it is here, if we had a heat wave
all over, 1'd hate to be stuck in a fourth floor in a tenement with
the rats nibbling on the kids' toes - and they do - with the garbage
uncollected - and it is - with the streets filthy, with no swimming
pools, with little or no recreation.

I'd hate to be put in those conditions, and I want to tell you
if I were in those conditions and that should happen to have been
my situation, I think you'd have had a little more trouble than yocu've
had already because I've got enough spark left in me to lead a
mighty good revolt under those conditions. But that's unnecessary....

What makes you think that the children at the country club
ought to have a swimming pool and the kids in the slums ought not to
have. This just doesn't work any more in America....

Ask yourself about slummism. It's not all in the cities, eitler.
It's in rural America in some of our poor towns.

I1'11 only conclude by saying that, for every dollar you have to
expend to make life worth living, you'll spend ten trying to put down
revolts and riots. And you know it. The time is at hand for local
government officials to face up to the fact that the National Guard
is no answer to the problems of this country.

I don't want to be misunderstood. I believe in law observance.
I believe in law enforcement. I not only deplore violence, I say it
cannot be condoned. But I also say, having said that, that's not
enough.



LOCAL GOVERNMENT'S GREAT OPPORTUNITY

EXCERPTS FROM
AN ADDRESS BY
THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
BEFORE THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY OFFICIALS
JULY 18, 1966
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

The changes in local government which lie ahead as a
result of the pressures upon local government, and as a
result of the Federal, State, and local relationship amount
to a small revolution.

We are moving towards a whole new concept of Federalism
in our rapidly changing Nation, where the Government of the
United States is a system of layers of governmental authority,
each with its own responsibility, but with sort of an arterial
capillary structure tying them all together. There must be
a sense of communication between local, State and Federal
governments. "Federalism" can no longer mean simply Washington
and Federal agencies. It means people in government at every
level. And "creative" federalism means that every public
official had better think a little bit more; a little bit
better, than he's been thinking. He must figure out how to
better do the job that he has been elected or assigned to do.

Now, at the heart of this concept of creative Federalism
is the conviction that our programs —- new or old -- must be
tailored to fit the particular problems that we are attacking,
just as we have to redesign our clothing; just as we redesign
our homes; just as a businessman has to redesign his business
establishment.

There's nothing against government itself being modernized.



PROBLEM ORIENTATION

The striking thing about this new approach, which is
not really new to you, but is to some of our constituents,
is that in almost every case it sweeps across the historic
boundaries of our existing governments -- State, county
and municipal. This approach is oriented towards problems,
and towards needs, rather than towards some line that somebody
drew on the State map back home 90 years ago.

The lines must not be allowed to paralyze Government.

So, we have to ask ourselves: How do we organize our
governmental authorities on a "problem" or "need" basis?

In the past we have set up special Districts or Commissions
to handle the new problems as they came along. Today, however,
we're concerned about the way that this bypasses existing
governments, and fragments our overall effort still further.

We are concerned about government, and how to make it
effective. And what we are trying to find, as a result, are
entirely new forms of organization, new patterns of cooperation,
among our general-purpose municipal and county governments
which should have the authority to meet all of these needs.

EXPERIMENTATION REQUIRED

I think what we need to do is what America has always
done: To experiment. There isn't any rule of thumb that
says, once you've tried something that you never change it.
Try. If it doesn't succeed, if it doesn't work, try again,
and have the courage to do it. A nation that has less than
ten per cent of its people in rural areas today, is a nation
that's far different from the one that I was born in 55 years
ago. And a nation that today has cities with urban sprawl
and far flung suburbs is a far different nation from the rather
nice, tidy nation that was known for 50 large cities, 40 years
ago. It's a different country.



Where we used to think of county commissioners as
primarily responsible for rural America -- and that's the
way it was since the county commissioner more or less took
care of the rural things -- today that county supervisor or
judge, that commission or that county government is directly
related in authority and in responsibility to the largest
metropolitan areas of our land.

LOCAL ROLE A KEY FACTOR

We're expanding, too, with new forms in rural areas.
The Rural Areas Development Bill, which is still before the
Congress, provides planning funds, as you know, for counties,
or for several towns that join together to plan their develop-
ment.

So, we know that local government is changing. And I
can assure you of one thing: .The change is not for the worse.
The role of local government in our Federal system is becoming
more meaningful and more important. It is being strengthened,
and not weakened.

But with these vast new, diverse, and comprehensive
programs, we need a local governmental structure that can
absorb them.

Some of our towns and villages in rural areas, and even
counties, do not have the same professional talent that you
get in the larger, more well-to-do metropolitan areas.

I want to make it clear here, now, that the Federal
Government cannot, should not, and will not administer alone
these new national programs of rural and urban development.



COUNTY BASIC BUILDING BLOCK

To be effective, these programs must first be understood
by the people that they are designed to serve, and they must
be understood and comprehended by the elected and appointed
administrative officers of the local governmental jurisdictions
where these programs can be applied.

Above all, they must, in the main, be run by local people
at the local level.

In the United States, if local county, municipal, or
State governments don't meet the needs of the people, they
know the way to Washington.

So, it's clear then that key roles in this new pattern
of local government will be played by those officials who
adapt most quickly, and most imaginatively to the changes
that are coming.

In many of the Great Society programs the county is the
basic building block.

COMMON NEEDS REVIEWED

A strong response, therefore, from county government is
needed, and I hope your convention and conference will put
itself to that task of finding out how you can better design
our governmental institutions to meet this tremendous
opportunity that is at your doorstep.

I see four common needs. The first is for more counties
to get together in providing services.

You do not have separate sovereignty. You know that
better than I do. You are a part of a State, and a State is
a part of the Nation. And if you can get together it doesn't
mean that you lose your identity; it means that you start
to amount to something.



Ben Franklin was right: "You either hang together,
or you hang separately." And you grow stronger by standing
together. So I say, join together; consolidate.

While populations have changed, and distances have
radically shrunk, county boundaries have changed very little.

Many counties were laid out so that the county seat
would be a day's drive by horse from the farthest corner, and
the boundary hasn't changed despite jet planes and cars that
go a hundred miles an hour on roads that were made for 40
miles an hour.

FATIR REPRESENTATION ESSENTIAL

Sixty per cent of our counties have fewer than 25,000
people. That's smaller than a medium-sized suburb, yet we
continue to maintain the full structure of county offices.

I suspect that many counties can join together within
whole regions of the State to provide such things as record-
keeping, jails, libraries, and other services, and to provide
them better.

The second needed change is in the apportionment of
county boards. I am going to touch right on the sensitive
nerve here, I know.

The courts are applying the one-man, one-vote principle.
If counties want to be strong, general policy-making govern-
ments, fair representation is essential, or you will be
bypassed. That is just that simple.

Third, there is a need for change in the internal
organization of county government. New problems require
strong professional administration. They also require close
working relationships between county boards and independently
elected officials.



GREATER FLEXIBILITY NEEDED

Currently, less than one per cent of the counties of
the United States have a real executive manager or administrative
head. The board is the consulting body. The board sets the
policy. The board lays out the program. The board approves
the budget. But there has to be something done beyond that.
And I appeal to county officials to take a good look at your
local county operations.

And finally, of course, counties needed to be relieved
of the many restrictions that prevent them from being what
they ought to be —- that prevent their potential from being
used on their urban problems. The restrictions on their
authority to act, on their power to tax and spend, and on
their ability to organize themselves could be usefully relaxed.

In most cases this reorganization cannot be done by your-
self, but only by the States, through legislation or Con-
stitutional amendment.

In this coming rebuilding of American local government,
no one is exempt from change. We are trying, for example,
in the proposed Governmental Cooperation Act to make our grant-
in-aid programs out of Washington somewhat more flexible, so
you can use those funds with more discretion.

DEMONSTRATION CITIES PROGRAM

And we are trying, of course, to fill out the whole kit
of needed tools for attack on local problems. We need a program
that will make large-scale impact on the slumism in the heart
of our older cities. And we also need a program that will
bring some order out of the sprawl at the edges of our cities.

I wonder how many counties have really begun to think
about the role they might play in the building of a whole new
planned community. The county government has that chance.

A whole new community —- completely brand-new. And there are
funds available under the Urban Development Program for you
to use. This gives me a chance to tell you that we need the
Demonstration Cities Program.



I am not at all sure that this Bill will answer all of
our needs, but I know that it is an improvement. I know that
it will add on to the many things that are already under way.
The Demonstration Cities Bill doesn't involve a vast amount
of outlay at the beginning. It gives us a chance to experiment
and to try, to get at our rural slums and our urban slums,
but primarily at our urban slums.

RENT SUPPLEMENTS OFFER CHOICE

And what about rent supplements. You're going to have
to make a choice here, friends, whether you want all low-
income housing in this country to be owned by the Government
and thereby put yourself on the side of public housing
completely, or whether you want low-income housing to be owned
privately and the inhabitant of that home can receive a
modest amount of assistance so he can have a decent home in
which to live. Or whether you're going to have open violence
in America in every major city and county because people will
not live like animals, nor should they in some of the filthy,
rotten housing that makes up the urban ghettos of America's
metropolitan areas.

Now make up your minds what you're going to do.

SLUMMISM UNBEARABLE

I want to say right now that, as hot as it's been up
in my part of America, and as warm as it is here, if we had
a heat wave all over, I'd hate to be stuck in a fourth floor
in a tenement with the rats nibbling on the kids' toes -
and they do - with the garbage uncollected - and it is = with
the streets filthy, with no swimming pools, with little or
no recreation.

I'd hate to be put in those conditions, and I want to
tell you if I were in those conditions and that should happen
to have been my situation, I think you'd have had a little
more trouble than you've had already because I've got enough
spark left in me to lead a mighty good revolt under those
conditions. But that's unnecessary.



What makes you think that the children at the country
club ought to have a swimming pool and the kids in the slums
ought not to have. This just doesn't work any more in America.

Ask yourself about slummism. It's not all in the cities,
either. 1It's in rural America in some of our poor towns.

DEPLORING VIOLENCE NOT ENOUGH

I'll only conclude by saying that, for every dollar you
have to expend to make life worth living, you'll spend ten
trying to put down revolts and riots. And you know it. The
time is at hand for local government officials to face up to
the fact that the National Guard is no answer to the problems
of this country.

I don't want to be misunderstood. I believe in law
observance. I believe in law enforcement. I not only deplore
violence, I say it cannot be condoned. But I also say, having
said that, that's not enough.

I was in one great city not long ago where I saw garbage
uncollected, where I saw dirty streets, and no playgrounds,
and no swimming pools. This condition cannot continue. You
can't get by with it. That day is all over.

NO DOUBLE IMAGE POSSIBLE

All of these problems that we have domestically are of
vital importance. And our international problems are of
tremendous complexity and difficulty, too. But my fellow
Americans, the United States of America will be able to do
abroad no more than it is able to do at home.

When we worried not long ago about all the rioting in
Saigon and Da Nang in South Vietnam, I wonder if we thought
then that we would have a little of it in Chicago, or in
Washington, or in Los Angeles or in Minneapolis. You name
it == no city is immune from it.



What I am trying to say to you is that the way we conduct
ourselves at home will pretty well determine how we are going
to be able to conduct ourselves abroad. For we are only as
strong abroad as we are at home. And if our economy falters
here, we are not going to be able to be a world leader. Or
if America is torn apart by dissension, you can't expect a
unity of purpose in our efforts overseas. We are in it all
together. We are all Americans, whatever our race, color,
creed, national origin or region. There is neither North,
South, East, nor West. We're Americans.

###H#HH



Excerpts from Press Conference, New Orleans - July 18, 1966

«+++. by an Act of Congress and the Constitution. I'm not in
any way wanting my remarks to be interpreted as relating to state
lines. As a matter of fact, you may recall that I indicated in my
message today to the County Officials that we ought to seek to use
the general governmental services of local and state governments
much more than we have rather than to design new governmental
institutions to try to make the established local governments and
state governments more responsive to human need and more

responsive to the economic and social progress of the country.

QUERY: Mr. Vice President, are you satisfied with the solutions
that have been put forth in Chicago in answer to needs that have

been pointed out by the riots.

ANSWER: I'm not familiar with all the details of that. I'm only
confident of one thing. The Mayor of Chicago, the local government
there, is very cognizant of the problems of that city; and I am sure
that Mayor Daley, in cooperation with his local governmental officials,
will do everything that they can to rectify any injustices and to try

to make a city that provides a wholesome environment for all of its
people. The Mayor of Chicago is a very fine, compassionate public

official.



...... the most of his ability to use his good offices. The
roadblock to peace is in Hanoi and in North Vietnam and in
Peking where there still continues to be considerable arrogance.

But we shall pursue our diplomatic efforts.

QUERY: To return to the local level, Mr. William Cook, Regional
Director of the OEO, said last week he had reports of threats to
Head Start children by the Ku Klux Klan, Do you know anything

about this, sir, or what action is to be taken.

ANSWER: No, I do not know anything about that. I can only say
that I can't imagine anyone, whatever his political thoughts, being
opposed to care and attention and compassionate concern for

little children. Project Head Start in my mind is one of the finest
programs of this government. And when I say this government,

I mean Federal, state, and local. It relates to the health, the
education, and the well-being of little children. It is inconceivable
to me that any human being that has any sense of conscience or
decency could be opposed to kindly care and helpfulness to little
children. The Government of the United States will pursue a course
of backing our program, Project Head Start. Your own state and
local government has done the same. I don't think that any outburst

of any individual or group will deter our attention in this activity.



Excerpts from NACO speech - July 18, 1966

I am not at all sure that this Bill will answer all of our needs,
but I know that it is an improvement. I know that it will add on to
the many things that are already under way. The Demonstration
Cities Bill doesn't involve a vast amount of outlay at the beginning.
It gives us a chance to experiment and to try, to get at our rural
slums and our urban slums, but primarily our urban slums.

And what about rent supplements. You're going to have to
make a choice here, friends, whether you want all low-income
housing in this country to be owned by the government and thereby
put yourself on the side of public housing completely, or whether
you want low-income housing to be owned privately and the
inhabitant of that home can receive a modest amount of assistance
so he can have a decent home in which to live. Or whether you're
going to have open violence in America in every major city and
county because people will not live like animals, nor should they
in some of the filthy, rotten housing that makes up the urban ghettos
of America's metropolitan areas.

Now make up your minds what you're going to do. (Applause)

I want to say right now that, as hot as it's been up in my part

of America, and as warm as it is here, if we had a heat wave all over,



I'd hate to be stuck in a fourth floor in a tenement with the rats
nibbling on the kids' toes - and they do - with the garbage
uncollected - and it is - with the streets filthy, with no swimming
pools, with little or no recreation,

I'd hate to be put in those conditions, and I want to tell you
if I were in those conditions and that should happen to have been
my situation, I think you'd have had a little more trouble than you've
had already because I've got enough spark left in me to lead a
mighty good revolt under those conditions. But that's unnecessary....

What makes you think that the children at the country club
ought to have a swimming pool and the kids in the slums ought not
to have. This just doesn't work any more in America....

Ask yourself about slummism. It's not all in the cities, either.
It's in rural America in some of our poor towns.

I'll only conclude by saying that, for every dollar you have to
expend to make life worth living, you'll spend ten trying to put
down revolts and riots. And you know it. The time is at hand for
local government officials to face up to the fact that the National
Guard is no answer to the problems of this country.

I don't want to be misunderstood. I believe in law observance.
I believe in law enforcement. I not only deplore violence, I say it

cannot be condoned. But I also say, having said that, that's not enough.



(This was carried the evening of July 18, 1966 on WDSU - Radio
and TV, an NBC affiliate. )

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Vice President Hubert Humphrey, speaking in New Orleans
Monday, had some powerful remarks to make about slum conditions
in America in 1966, The Vice President said this, and we quote,
"I'd hate to be stuck in some fourth floor tenement apartment with
the rats nibbling on the kids' toes, and they do, the garbage
uncollected, and it is, the streets filthy, with no swimming pools,
and little or no recreation. "

Mr. Humphrey went on to point out that conditions such as he
described breed discontent, hopelessness, and in many too many
cases violence. What he said made sense.

The irony of it is that he was speaking in Louisiana, the only
state in the Union that has refused so far to attack slums by taking
advantage of urban renewal.

Had Mr. Humphrey known, for example, that just last month
the Louisiana Legislature turned down a local option urban renewal
bill, he might have had a few more powerful remarks to make. But
the facts are that in New Orleans, alone, one quarter of the city's
population lives in substandard housing today.

There are in New Orleans 20, 000 people on the waiting list of
the Public Housing Authority. Fortunately, some effort is being

made to provide better housing for needy people.



Christopher Homes, Incorporated, a non-profit organization,
has been formed by the Archdiosis of New Orleans to build low-rent
housing for the poor.

But how long, how long will it take for Louisiana to join the
rest of the Nation by taking advantage of urban renewal? How long
will it take for certain legislators who voted against local option
urban renewal to realize that their own areas might have benefited
the most?

The answer is, it will take just as long as is necessary to get
the people aroused and concerned to do something about combating

slums.



Statement by the Vice President in response to comments by
Congressman Gerald Ford - July 20, 1966

The Vice President commented on the remarks of House
Republican Leader Gerald Ford, who had criticized the Vice
President's speech at New Orleans.

"Intolerable slum conditions are a seedbed for trouble, and
every responsible American public official should be aware of
this fact. This I referred to in my speech at New Orleans to the
National Association of County Officials, But I also said that
'we cannot condone violence, lawlessness, and disorder.'"

So that there may be no misunderstanding of the Vice
President's views: The American political and social system
affords an opportunity for peaceful protest. There is no room in
this nation for violence, riot, and disorder. Such actions only
add to the troubles and do not in any way resolve them. The use
of police and, indeed, the National Guard, may at times be
necessary. But likewise, these instruments of law enforcement
do not solve the basic problems. People who believe in law and
order and social justice must redouble their efforts to provide
every American with equal opportunity and a decent place in which

to live, work and play.
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