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‘/ is to be present when there is good news to be announced or
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ZOne of the first things anyone Iea%n public life

l All of us know too well that the news hasnft_el_ways

been good |n Duluth and the Head of the Lakes region, But

there is a new day | day of good news and hope and
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confidence. And it is well worth some celebration. l
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"Z;he new arena-auditorium we dedicate today was me@

the idea of people with@m®® vision «# confidence in the future.
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When my good friend Jeno Paulucci called more than
—ﬂ:::*-
five years ago for the construction of this arena-audﬂorhm
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there were many people who thought it did not have a chance

of being built, But Jeno and _I_\I_E_M_O (the Northeast Minnesota
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Organization for Economic Education) went ahead in September
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1961 with the early work -- including the spendmg of money --
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necessary to give this project its real begmnmg And the
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leaders of the community, includin Ma ors Mork and Johnson

and Ieaders of busmess and labor, gave the Idea thelr support,e
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4 And then how well | remember when_&zﬂcgjﬁeL

McCarthy, Congressman John Blatnlk and myself were able
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toannounce in January 1963 that a federal grant had been
-

approved -- if the people of Duluth would match it with their
own funds at a special bond electlon.c_., m;
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AThe people of Duluth expressed their confidence in the
future when they cast their votes in that special election by

a margin of two-to-one.
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the future of your community,, And | am pleased to see

that it is estimated this arena-auditorium will bring -- in

its first year -~ almost as much to the local economy as its
ol |
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total construction cost, msoon thereafter bring

between 9 and 10 mlllion dollars a year to the economyb

Z\I would say you made a good investment. l W fCub(w )
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The theme of your celebratlon is "Hello World!"
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Already you §Di£to all the world, handling more cargo
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than any other port on the St Lawrence Seaway §0

O = ____..b

/\Now you are inviting the world to drop—in herea,
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1 As chairman of the Presldent S Dlscover Amerlca
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program, | like the theme. | also Ilke it because it expresses
— ] —

the new spirit of this whole regi_o_n, This is|a region that

has found itself, that has come alive.
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/\For e PREI=HNeears you haﬁknown chronic

unemployment. [In fact, this area was actually classified

as a depressed area up until a few months ago -~ the

Appalachia of the North countryg
p——— PR e

/., But, through cooperatlve effort -- the same kind of

effort that bunlt this arena-auditorium == you have lifted

this ares ouEstotigs WW‘% FATM

There has been massive investment in taconite !:

development. Soon this vast area of Northeastern Minnesota
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will witness the exploration and development of copper and 3%
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nickel ores as well.
m——

—

/\ But, -veey=igsly, you are not depending on this aloneg

You are moving to exploit more fully your rich resources
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of woods and of water -- with Lake Superior, the largest body
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of fresh water ln the world, at your doorstep.Z It is altogether

appropriate that the federal government is building here its

National Water Quality Standards Laboratory, the only one of

its kind in the world.
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/ Over the past decade, wood products processors have
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invested over 35 million dollars in this area. The wood

products research laboratory in the Grand Rapids area
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gives us pr(;ﬂse of further progress in this fieldg

/ A 7.5 million dollar water line from Lake Superior to

Colquet will provide fresh water to Superior and Cloquet
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for industrial as well as home use,, thereby making possible
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further expansion in wood products and paperg

Z\Your diversified industries now range all the way
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from shirts to manned aircraft instruments for military
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planes. And we owe to you, Jeno, the delicious American-
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Oriental foods which are appearing on our dinner tables
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more and more often.
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Z\But our greatest assets are not material assets --
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4 Duluth is the home of a great universjty -- the
University of Minnesota, Duluth -- and one of our best

private colleges, the College of St,Scholastica. There is

an excellent public education system throughout Northeastern

Minnesota, from elementary and secondary schools to \—/,({)_

community colleges. mﬂ%g M, (5 ' -
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4The Duluth-Superior Highway Brigg_g, the St.Lawrence

Seaway, the Superior-Cloquet water line, and now this

splendid arena-auditorium -- all are combining to make
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this whole region a single economic and social unit,

transcending the man-made boundaries separating Minnesota

and Wisconsin and Duluth and Superior.
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AThis region, with its mineralqand timber resources,
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has been over the past two generations a source of great

economic strength to the country as a whole.
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And in this and future generations, with new technologies

and new public facilities, it will/w" mpr_ossive

contribution to our national strength.,
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We've been together in good_ tlmes‘_and bad. And,
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between the two, l think we‘d choose the good tlm nes.

A Now the chance lies ahead to make this whole region

a magnet for lndustry, for tourists, for investment.
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There are goo_d_l_t—l_[_oos today. But there are better
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times ahead, if we Wlll work and plan to make it so.
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