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b~~~ ~ 
~John Muir, one of our great naturalist~ once said: 

'~ 

"~tle forests of America, however slighted by man, must have 

been a great delight to God; for they were the best he ever planted". 

A, Some of the very best are right here in the Mountain 

State. - ( ~~ -~.&U.iM.UV4fl.at~ 
L The conservationists have long preached the gospel that 

timber can be saved from almost any calamity-- except from the 

hands of too Is. 

And they are right. 

/...We have learned some bitter lessons. We have learned 

that the incredible natural resources of this country are neither 

lim it less nor self-perpetuating if they are abused. 
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L The men who brought night to the Cumberlands were 

Their 

thoughtless destruction of forests and good land came quickly 

and easily. 

~ But repairing this damage ... replanting and recu ltivating --

t~e are lo~;te,:m, comp=~.t.. f"'<1 ~.A.c.J.. 
L.,t/JIIN'Je h~not always be ~d or ~e in caring for 

our natural resources,/But we are today determined to rebuild and ~ 

f~ replant and replace the rich bounties that are part of our American -

this work more inspiring than right here in West Virginia. 
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L West Virginia is on the move. You are doing the things~ 
ttto•:: ~~~~ .. ~· 

Wist Vir~iRia iii tillo~ tuilh ~88~-~our community 

leader) your progressive business.men and labor leader7 your 
~ 

concerned public official~ trying new ways and exploring new 

opportunities to bring West Virginia into the mainstream of our 

American prosperity. 

L., We now possess the means to bring ec.onomic and social 

development into every city, town and mountain community in this .. .... 

state. And we also possess something equally powerfu I and persuasive--

the determined wi II to succeed. 

a,..J)
1
l1 see this determination reflected in a number of dramatic 

ways. 

l_,_ I see it in the bold leadership of Governor Smith and Bob Byrd, 

Jennings Randolph and Harley Staggers. 
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L I see it in your ne~hospital here in Elkins-- built 

through the combined efforts of local, state and federal agencies. - -L. I see it in the downward trend in statewide unemployme~t -

down 10 per cent in only 6 years. 

L....1 see it in the number ~ew and expanding industries 

that have already increased 30 per cent this year over last. --1-. I see it in the rise of per capita income -- up 27 per cent 

since 1960-- and in the vastJy increased amounts you are now 
J :t: Jt6tiJ 

spending on elementary and secondary education., ~-:;,.,_.......,., 
1 

~ see it in the nearly 200 Community Action Programs S~'WJ/1 
n across this state and itfa'rge-scale economic development 

A 
projects that are creating new i ...... _.._ .. 

~~:and business facilities• ~ • . . . 

L., We are making a promising ~rt. But it is only a beg nning. 

~ Economic /4;;!::t'demands a true partnership between 

all sectors of the economy-- both public and private. 



-5-

( l) ~ .· , we must continue to create A climate conducive~ .... ~.,...,...,.,.., 
to the development of private enterprise and capital investment.., 

~his means new roads and schools, hospitals and 

community facilities. Lit means programs to educate your 

children, administer to your sick and elderly, and provide 

incentives and opportunities for those who have had little. tlJ / 
reason to hope for better da s. ~ Ak,t ~ ' 

arwe;;(\tte must continue to expand local initiative -lxJ.~ 
designing and implementi g4 ~~ 

~partnership with,Ag vernmentf - ~ 1 

L.., Today there are thousands of new leaders in 

communities throughout your state. They are men and 

women serving on community action boards -- people who 



-6-

is a matter of close cooperation between private enterprise 

and the federal government -- working together with state 

and local authorities. 

~~stration does not intend to supplant Erivate 

enterprise or local initiative -- we believe in both and are 
.... .... 

working to strengthen them. 

~ Nor do we intrude where we are not wanted: _Economic - '- _,____ ~ ' 

development loans are made avai !able only after a community is 

eligible, requests participation, and independently produces a 
:a+t 

detailed blueprint for tutu re rowth to realize its potential for 

new industry and new jobs. 
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One of 

the resu Its of our past growth is more leisure time, more 

mobility and a society increasingly urbanized and 

subu rbanized. 

L ll ~ - C\ One of our national needs is for a-p~use that refreshes. ~ 

West Virginia can answer that need. 

L... I share your belief that W~s~. )lir.gi~a should be the~~
Y4 recreation center for au of the eastern seaboard., -;eMs t~! 

~nd the work of making this dream a reality is already 

underway.~ are building roadways to mak:7esort sites 

accessible. , ~are sealing off mine drainage that has polluted 

hundreds of lakes and streams. I::. _!fe c~nstructi g lines f 

electricity, sewage and water --~~~ li~. . 

~~-- - ~ -

We 

I 
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Your voices are being heard. Your plans are being 

approved. Your projects are being supported. ire the 
,~ - . '1;;: 

h•t t f ~,tkYI ~ arc 1 ec s o your own progress.~ V :;-: ::.: 
~ ~o; if you cannot succeed - who in the world can? ~ F~ ~ 

~If we, the most ~oduct!_ye and r~ou !~!~l ~~~on in 

history, cannot build a society that offers aU our citizens 

the opportunity to live free and useful lives -- what nation can? 

(..The world is watching to see if w.,:_ -- the nation of 

peacefu I, democratic -- can achieve what those who 

preach violent, totalitarian revolution have only been able to 

prom1sa 
~ 

- kroughout the world, men w~t. !~bs and dignity. 

They want schools for their children and food and medical care 
- ---- ....,_ - ··<•- ,.........'"""""'""' 

for their families . 
• .. 

~ey want the chance to show what they can do ... to 

go as far as their abilities take them. 
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They want a life that is full and free and useful. 

President Johnson has said that in our own country, 

condictions of poverty can and must be righted and that, 1 n 

this generation, they wi II be righted. 

L West Virginia has always led the nation in responding 

to calls to battle. This was true in 1914 and 1941. It was 

true during the Korean conflict. And it is true today in the 

conflict in Vietnam. -------w._ 
/J:Jest Virginia is also leading us in another call to arms -

against the force; that block the way toward social and economic 

progress. 

I have no doubt about your tutu re. 

You are fighting the good fight to win a new era of 

social and economic progress. 

We stand with you. And we shall not be satisfied until 

that progress is achieved. 

# # # 
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