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J(what you are planning to do here today and 

tomorrow for the young people of the District of Columbia 

should be repeated in every major city of the United States. 

I We couldn't quite get Home Rule here this summer, 

so for the time being I guess I can be counted as one of 

the ·District's ad hoc mayors -- along with your Commissioners, _ ,_.....,..,.. --
Charles Horsky and the United State Congress. 

Today we have the chance to stir up the programs 

and public and private institutions that affect our children _ ........ _ 1<-
~..:rr-•:••····-- --~r .. ~ .. ._ 

and young people day by day. 

af l))t . ott( 
,1'" " 

t t is good, too, to in novate~xperi ment, 

bring teachers and students together in something other than 

c:::~rograms. ~~~ 
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--Let young people learn that they can make a 

contribution through volunteer work to their neighborhood. 

--Toss a ball around with a Redskins quarterback. 

--Go down to the Smithsonian and find what an 

exciting heritage of invention and ingenuity America has 

brought to the world. 

--Vi sit an arts institute and see and feel the emotions 

of men expressed in ways never realized before. 

--Learn of the contribution peoples of every race have 

made to the history of this nation and to the cultures of the 

world. / ' 

L We should be carr;ting on all these pro~r~ms, every day. -
" But with the riJ!_~t. ~d of summer programs we can do 

it better, -_...,-

where new breakthroughs can be made year-around in 
&Ai ==-

recreation, education, work opportunities, and youth services 

to communities. 
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t is my hope that with your planning, carefu I 

budgeting and fi seal management, and the right cooperation 

from all the __ Ex::.:'~~:_!~e7 we can make greater progress 

in the District next summer than has ever been made 

before toward reaching ever chi ld and young person. [rhat 

should be our goal ... I believe it can be done. 

~I z·we had at'~is yea~: ----
Playgrounds were lighted -- what an obvious and 

simple thing, but it took some doing. 

orne swimming pools collapsed, but a lot of -------..........__ __ , ___ __ 
youngsters were wet and cool in those hot days . .._..... . . 

<_we should set as our goals for this city of the 

nation, and for every major city~. -

~ Not o~~ id_l.:_ child. 

h_ot a vacant and unused playg!:_ound. 
-= .............. 

)... Not an educatio~ and recreation f_aci lity unused, but tlfl 
opened and staffed ~~~~~lZJl!~cl:d~~~:mt~:::iti~ --- ·- --· (.,-
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L Not one concert seat unfilled, or one .-r··~ 

We should involve not just the public and private 

resources of the District but of the entire Washington 
~~ .. ----""'-"_,... •• .....___.......... .... ._ ........... ~l .......... :l ~~ 

.,.~ .. ~ 
metropolitan area. 

~j~l~ 
~~--f~·'·~...,_,.~-. 

~Our community stretches far beyond the District 
l ~~"" """ '•'""'::J'Io."'P...-:l~ 

line.} l nto this conference, if it has not already been d: ne, 
;.,q~~ ....... \. 

and certainly into our future planning, should be br~ 

the resources that can mobilize the entire Washington area. --.. ...._ ___ _,.,....~.--·~ 
""' 

I'd like to see the major univ~.~ ~~ with tu 1 

L// , .. you on how they can better become su~ of new { 

/ z ~h for~~ ~out~. of our city. 

k hy shouldn't we find new ways of putting ~ege 
student receiving work-study support to work with every 

~~~teo~.:!-:::;;:::::~;';..~ 

community agency? 

~need that we have only begun to tap the 

talents of our university and metropolitan senior high school 
- '!ICIIg:i(Cif~~·"(NIIf~-"'it"~ ,..~- ~..rt:J-Jr~·-------

students for summer programs. 
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What could they do?~ We know that in this country 

about a mi Ilion youngsters drop out of schools each year 

before high school graduation, and the experts tell us that 

the majority of these are not below average potential. 

They are below average performance, but not potential.! :;:;e. 'MIIIIIY - _..., I ... 

L .. .Jheir reading skills are low, they are low in math -
ski lis, but potentially they are good re~ders and have good 

~he majority of these dropouts are quite capable of 

fi ni shi ng high school, but we have to reach them. 

k e have to find the peo le and the means to make 

-them want to 

~ ) Let's put our college students to work on these problems 

this summer. 

L..., We can come up with new ways of tutori ng
1 

working 

with small groups where teaching ski lis are sharpened and 

individual concern is expressed.. We must stop and reverse 

this terrible human waste. 
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L The President has asked the Vice President to keep 

a ~~E~ ... a ~o~nd t~s~ f~r£e w~ing to (get the maxim.~ m.:p~~ 

from federal p~ograms for summer. _ ~-u~~""' 
J ,..~~-
~ We are doing just that. There are new federal C1 

resources avai I able in every community of the nation. 

·t 
We are learning from last summer's experience e 

) Aod if we learned anythin~ it is that to make the best 

impact ~ . t~~ !£ the children who really need the help,._ 

we have to do a year~around job to be ready for the 

opportunities we have with these children during the 

12 summer weeks. 

L We know, for example, that nationally we made a very , 
. '. 1~ 

fine overall numerical record of summer jobs ... and shot "\! 
-""'~~- """"" .... ..- --·:-'"""""- --......... ~ --y--- -~-~~~~-

over our goal of one million. But what we also know is that 

we really did not reach the Negro youth with the fu II impact 
t#:eoc.-;M r ~ 

of this program. Now we have to find out why, and with your 

help, devise the 1967 programs to overcome this failing. - -
------~~---·----~ -- · / __.; 1 ' "\JJ /./.. ( ~7 .§"¥~ :; ~~-_,.. 

t 
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Qve know that one of th:_ long-range ben.;!its of 

summer work programs is the catalyst of experiences that 

keeps a potential dro -out in school.• NfL\Y_ horJzors a ~~ 

seen,
1 
un~~me~ of opportunities flashed across a mind 

_.,... ' 

fi lied with the drudgery of slum lifec 

J... One result of our understanding is the United 

States Civi I Service Commission's agreement to work in 

career opportunity programs with the summer government -
~~ ... ~--~~~~m ... ~ In every major center where the United 

States government is employing summer young people, 

there wi II be programs conducted under ski lied personnel 

officers to introduce public and private career opportunities 

for these summer workers. 
" QJ:l(~&~l\l!'ilo#•H$k"''"'*""' ~,.-.v .~ 

-~~t isn't a very complicated idea, but it is a good 

example of how a little experimentation here in the District 

of Columbia now turns into a national undertaking. 
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Well, there is work to do in this meeting. You 

know that one of your ad hoc mayors wants to work with you. 

We are going to do this job better than ever in the 

summer of 1967. 

That!s because all of you here are starting to get 

that job done. 

Our goals for the lost children of summer are 

quite simple: 

Fun, happiness, hope, cheer, new horizons 

and a new feeling that they are the children of a society, and 

people, and a community that really cares. Cares not just 

about today, but about their individual plans, and preparations 

and goals for their lives. 

# # # 
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