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EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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Mister Waters, my good friend, thank 

you very much. Herbert Waters and I have been 

long associat~d in government. It is a parti

cular joy for me this morning to have a former 

associate and~ yet a very dear and close friend 

present me to this fine representation of the 

American Council of Voluntary Agencies. 

May I say that I am very proud of the 

work that my sister, Frances Howard, does in 

liaison with the voluntary agencies. She is 

your constant advocate and reminds me repeatedly 

of the wonders and the work of the voluntary 

groups. I agree with her. 

I want to add a word of tribute to 

Howard Kresge at AID for his work and to many 

others, in particular, to those of you that are 

here representing over twenty {I had one report 

which said 24! ,. another said 27) of the voluntary 

agencies. 

Frank Goffio is your representative 

this year; he surely typifies the kind of self

less service that the voluntary agencies represent. 
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I am delighted to be in his presence and to express 

to hll.m my thanks for all that he does and all that 

all of you do. 

PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S APPRECIATION 

I am particularly privileged to meet 

today on behalf of President Johnson because he 

would want me to convey to you his personal ap

preciation for your work. So, I meet today on 

his behalf with the leaders of America's voluntary 

organizations ~ who are serving so well the innocent 

victims ~of war in Vietnam. I am not unmindful of 

the fact that these same agencies serve many other 

areas of the worrd; in fact, I don't know what we 

would do without you. 

THE BEST "VOICE OF AMERICA" 

And may I say before I forget that in 

my mind, the work of the voluntary agencies is 

the true "voice of America" and true spirit of 

this land. I know of the work of government, and 

I am proud to be in the service of government, I 

am particularly glad to be an officer of a repre

sentative government of the people, by the people 

and for the people. 

THE STRENGTH OF -AMERICA 

But I also want the whole world to know 

that we in the United States do not rely on 
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government alone; in fact, government is but a 

part of the strength of .. this land and is not the 

major part. It is a significant part. But the 

real strength of America lies in its people and 

in the host of organizations that our people 

have created to carry out their purpose and their 

will. I see today members of many of those 

organizations. 

Now it is particularly appropriate 

that, in this Christmas season, the time of giving 

and of thanksgiving that you who are giving so 

much to so many be recognized and be thanked by 

a grateful government that does represent the 

people. In giving and in helping as you are 

doing, you reaffirm in action President Johnson's 

pledge at the Manila conference the pledge to 

fight social misery, the pledge of freedom and of 

peace and of justice for the people of Vietnam, 

of Southeast Asia, and may I say, all over the 

world. OUr sense of justice and our dedication 

to freedom are not limited by the boundaries of 

any one national state. 

INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN RESPONSIBILITY 

You continue by your work a tradition 

which is as old as this Republic -- citizen 

action to assist those in need at home and abroad. 
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Just the other day, I participated in a religious 

ceremony here in the community. I quoted from a 

Prophet who said, "Thou art the man" -- which was 

just another way of saying that anything that is 

worth doing, you must do. And if it is to be done, 

we must accept some individual responsibility for 

doing it. You are doing that in your work as indi

vid~als and representing agencies that are voluntary 

and free and independent. 

OUR PEOPLE'S COMPASSION 

Throughout the course of American history, 

the people of America have voiced a deep and abiding 

compassion for the sufferings of all mankind. There 

is no nation on the face of this earth that has as 

many organizations dedicated to the help of others 

as our blessed nation, and I mean, individual, pri

vate, voluntary organizations. 

Throughout the years, the compassion of 

our people by individuals such as are represented 

here today and by your government has brought com

fort to people in distress in many countries and 

under many and varied difficult circumstances. To 

come to the aid of the less fortunate is inherent 

in our belief in human dignity; therein Lies the 

strength, of course, of our nation and a corner

stone of any great society. It is better to minister 
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than to be ministered to, and that is indeed what 

your agencies represent. 

HARDSHIPS SUFFERED lN VIETNAM 

In Vietnam, today, American voluntary 

agencies have once again stepped into the front 

lines of the fight against human suffering, and, 

my fellow Americans, what unbelievable suffering. 

I think of that country that has been under foreign 

rule for centuries and in constant war for a quarter 

of a century since 1940. Is it any wonder that 

there is pain and agony and suffering? Surely, 

you must feel in your own heart a sense of ful

fillment and of joy that you can bring some relief 

to this suffering. Once again, you and the people 

you represent demonstrate the deep concern of the 

American people for their fellow men in all lands. 

APPRECIATION TO DONORS 

Now these organizations, your organiza

tions, are supported by the voluntary contributions 

or Americans everywhere. And I think it is fitting 

and :- ~ppropriate that we thank these fellow Americans. 

But I also think it is appropriate that we ask them 

for their continued help and ~ ·{even more generous 

help. Their work is carried out by individual·, 

Americans who have volunteered to serve the cause 

of humanity in Vietnam. And in thi s~n·manner, the 

people of our country are expresstng their compassion 
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for the helpless in Vietnam who seek just a little 

security and their freedom. Through the voluntary 
) 

agencies donations of money and of gi(ts in kind, 

food, clothing and technical services are reaching 

the innocent victims of aggression in Vietnam. 

WE AMERICANS CARE 

But I want to add there is another factor 

that is even more important than the money or the 

technical services or the food and the clothing. 

It is that you care. It is that we Americans 

demonstrate to the world that we really care about 

people. We eare about life-saving. I want America 

to be known as the nation that saves lives, not 

takes lives; a nation that builds and helps other 

people, not destroys. You carry that message. 

But the most important message that you carry is 

the fact of your presence, that you do care. And 

there is the great power of love, manifested by 

, your actions and your presence. 

OUR MESSAGE TO OUR PEOPLE 

Our President Johnson has asked you to 

come to our nation's capital so that we might 

thank you and commend you and your voluntary 

organizations and the millions of people you 

represent. 
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On behalf of the President, I ask you 

to take this message of thanks back to your 

people. 

You know the Vice President can fill 

in for the President; {sometimes --onl~ may !.;say, 
at his discretion.) He is a very busy man, and this is an 
exceedingly difficult time for him as we prepare 

the new budget and we come to grips with some of 

the most difficult international problems that 

have ever faced our nation -- in the Middle East, 

Europe, Southeast Asia and Latin America. 

THE AMERICAN TEAM 

I hope you understand that, today, the 

team is at work . -- the President, the Vice President, 

members of the Cabinet and agencies of government; 

we are all on the same team. 

I can assure you of the continuing sup

port and cooperation of our government in everything 

that you seek to do -- in your efforts to shelter 

the homeless, to feed the hungry and to heal the sick. 

What noble goals. I always feel better just when 

I say them, and I know how much better you must feel 

when you accomplish these objectives. 

OUR GOALS FOR VIETNAM 

Our common goal is freedom -- freedom for 

the people in Vietnam, freedom from oppression, 

freedom from fear, freedom from hunger, freedom to 

harvest their crops, freedom to raise their children· 
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in an atmosphere of peace and tranquility and in 

a land which, we hope and pray, will be at peace 

in the days ahead. 

\ I conclude by saying we do pray for 

peace. I am reminded of the Scriptures which 

say, "Blessed are the peace-makers" -- not just 

the- wishers. And we must make peace. You are 

doing it in every effort that you contribute to 

help an innocent victim of war as a "building 

block" of making peace, a great cathedral of 

peace. 

So, keep at it and, believe me when I 

tell you that I come to you with a heart filled 

with gratitude an~ frankly, emotion, because I 

know of no group of people who do a better job 

than those that I see here this morning. 

APPRECIATION TO AGENCIES 

I want to commend you, Mister Waters. 

Our AiD Agency doesn't get many pats on the back, 

these days. 

I want to commend the Food for Peace 

program, and its Director who is with us here 

this morning, Dick Reuter. 

And I want to commend all of those in 

the government who have helped us in -- what we 

call -- the "other war" against social misery1 
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the war for a better life. 

"TROOPS" FOR 11 THE OTHER WAR" 

I think that Mr. Waters would be the 

first to agree with me that the "troops" in this 

war, this war of peace, are in your hands. You 

represent those forces. 

So,give more; will you just give more? 

Please take this message as a challenge-

not just as a message of thanks. Redouble your 

efforts. Ask your people to do more. Ask them 

to do more every day in every way. 

They will do it if they are asked, and 

if they are challenged. 

Thank you very, very much. 

¥ ~'Jl ~! f , I I I I 
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REMARKS BY THE VICE PRES I DENT 

MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF 
~ 

AMERICAN VOLUNTARY AGENCIES 

DECEMBER 12, 1966 ~~ 

~~ 
AM PRIVILEGED TO MEET TODAY ON BEHALF 

OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON WITH LEADERS OF AMERICA'S 

VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS WHO ARE SERVING SO 

WELL THE INNOCENT VICTIMS OF THE WAR IN VIETNAM• 

"IT IS
1 1 

SO VERY APPROPRIATE - -·- ... 

THAT I N T H I S C H R I S T M A S SEA S 0 NJ T 11 1 3 TIllE 8 F 5 E L~ 
WHO 

)0 5 5 AIQJ ~ YOUI\ARE GIVING SO MUCH TO SO MAN~ 

BE RECOGNIZED AND THANKED BY YOUR GRATEFUL 

GOVERNMENT. , ~J 

~IN ~'h;-~,ou'REAFFIRM-- IN ACTION-

OUR PRESIDENT'S PLEDGE AT THE MAN I LA CONFERENCE.

YOU CONTINUE THEREBY A TRADITION WHICH IS AS 

OLD AS THIS REPUBLIC-- CITIZEN ACTION TO ASSIST 

THOSE IN NEED AT HOME AND ABROAD. 
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~THROUGHOUT THE COU R.~E 0: AMERICAN 

HI STORY/ THE PEOPLE OF Tl~~R;'y HAVE VOl CEO 

A DEEP AND ABIDING COMPASSION!f(THE SUFFERINGS - . 
OF ALL MANKINO,LTHROUGHOUT THE YEARS, THE 

COMPASSION OF OUR PEOPLE-- BY INDIVIDUALS, BY 

PRIVATE GROUPS, SUCH AS ARE REPRESENTED HERE 

T 0 D A Y ;I A N D B Y 0 U R G 0 V E R NM E N T - - H A S B R 0 U G H T 

CpMFORT TO PEOPLE IN DISTRESS IN MANY COUNTRIES 

AND UNDER MANY AND D I F F I CULT C I R CUM STANCES 0 

~T 0 C 0 ME T 0 THE A I D 0 F T H E L E S S F 0 R T U NATE I S 

INHERENT IN OUR BELIEF IN HUMAN DIGNITY--

WHERIN LIES THE STRENGTH OF OUR NATION AND A 

CORNERSTONE OF A GREAT SOCIETY. 

~IN VIETNAM TODA) THE AMERICAN VOLUNTARY 

AGENCIES HAVE ONCE AGAIN STEPPED INTO THE FRONT 

LINES OF THE FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN SUFFERING.., 
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ONCE AGAIN THEY HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE DEEP 

CONCERN OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR THEIR FELLOW 

MEN I N ALL LANDS. 

~THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY 

THE VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS OF AMERICANS 

EVER Y W HE R E. ~E I R W 0 R K I S C A R R I E D 0 U T B Y 

INDIVIDUAL AMERICANS WHO HAVE VOLUNTEERED TO 

S E R V E T H E C A U S E 0 F H U MAN I T Y I N V I ET N AM., J N 

THIS MANNE~ THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY ARE 

EXPRESSING THEIR COMPASSION FOR THE HELPLESS 

MULTITUDES IN VIETNAM WHO SEEK SECURITY AND 

FREEDOM .. tHROUGH THE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES, 

AMERICAN DONATIONS OF MONEY, FOOD, CLOTHING, -
AND TECHNICAL SERVICES ARE REACHING THE 

INNOCENT VICTIMS OF AGGRESSION IN VIETNAM. 

~OUR PRESIDENT HAS ASKED YOU TO COME TO 

OUR NATION'S CAPITOL SO THAT WE MIGHT COMMEND 
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~ YOUR VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE 

MILLIONS OF AMERICAN PEOPLE YOU REPRESENT. t 
CAN ASSURE YOU OF THE CONTINUING SUPPORT AND 

C 0 0 P E R A T I 0 N 0 F 0 U R G 0 V E R N M EN T I N Y 0 U R E F F 0 R T S 

TO SHELTER THE HOMELESS) TO FEED THE HUNGRY, TO 

HEAL THE S I CK,L::UR COMMON GOAL IS FREEDOM FOR 

THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM-- FREEDOM FROM 

OPPRESSION ... FREEDOM TO HARVEST THEIR CROPS ... 

FREEDOM TO RAISE THEIR CHI LOREN IN A LAND THAT 

WE HOPE AND PRAY WILL BE AT PEACE IN THE DAYS 

AHEAD. 
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Mlster Wa ters, my 

an government~ 

good friend, thank you very much. M' tier 
~~ 

Herbert Waters ~ have been long associate 

~ is ~artioular,Ajoy for me this 

mornlng to have a former associate and yet a very dear and close 

frlend present me to this fln~epresentation of the ~erlcan ElK 

Caano11 of Voluntary A,enoles~~y I say that I am very prou<l 

of the Mork that my slate) Frances Howa' does in D£D llaison 

w1th the voluntary agencies. She is your oontttant advocate and 

reminds me repeatedly of the wonders anP;Kf the work ~e vol

..,. untary groups .~~tifee wl th ~ ~ I want to ~ a wor<! 

of trl bute to HoNer<! ... or at~ AID for h1s wor~n<l to 

many others in pert1cu~ t~llose of yo~ are here 

representl over twenty,~ ha<l •ae r4Drt~sa1<1 2~ 
of the vllunta y agencies.~ Frank ~ · 

~ 
ls your represe yea~- he surely typ1fles the kind 

of selfless servloe that the voluntary agencies represent. I 

am delighted to be in hls presence and to express to 

him J my thanks for all that he <bes and all that all of you do. 
r.l\ -· PAr:-/, 9~'1: JortN({JtJ ,J l[tJPfl If( tiJ fJUN 
~ I am particularly pr1v11eged to meet today on betmli trl': 

Presldent Johnso~~ because PfM•••••* z~ would want me to 

tD you his personal appreciation for your work. S~ I meet today 

on his behalf with the leaders of America's voluntary organiza

tions who are serving so well the innocent v1ctlms of war in 

V1etnam. I am not unmindful of the fact that these same agencle 

I don •t know 
~~ 

fo get that 1n 
q 

my lllind the work of the vo luntlry agenc1es ls the true volce of 

Amer1c~~nd true splrlt of this land. I know of the work or ~ 



_,be# government J od I am proud to be 1n the serv1ce of government ~ 

a.A6 I am part1cularl~e an off1cer ,_ 
the people and for the people 

fte <J"1n~l('pt 6 ~ 
I also want the whole world 1n 

do not rely on government alone~ 1n fact, px•x 

go veroment 1s but a ~rt of the strength of th 1S land and 1s not 

the major part. It 1s a s1gn1f1cant part. But the real strength 

of Amer1ca 11es 1n 1ts people and 1n the hos~f organ1zat1ons 

that our people have created to carry out the1r purpose and thelr 

"11\- I see today/members of ~of those organ1zat1~No• 
1t 1s 1=9rt1cularly appropr1ate tha;;+JJ th1s Chrlst

mas season, the t~e of g1v1ng and or thanks~v1ng that you who 

are g1v1ng so much to so many be recogo1zed and be thanked by 

a grateful government that does represent the people. In g1v1ng 

and 1n help1ng as you are do1~you reaff~1~n Pres~~ent 

J 0 hnson's pledge at the Man11a oonfereno8pibrt~.edge to %MM 

f1ght aoc1al mlse;; pledge of freedom and of peace and of 

Justlce for the people~ -a V1etn, ~d Sootheast As1a ,5 may I 

sayfll over the world ;~ sense of juat1ce and our 

de(l{ca t1 on 

one nat1onal ---- -

epub11cl\ c1t1zen act1on to ass1st those 1n 

need at home and abroad. Just the other d~ I part1o1pated 1n a 

re11g1ous oe~emony here 1n the oommun1ty t.~ I quoted from~ 
\\ Q... II--

who sa1~fJ.a=ll-.---.. - IIW.:, thou a,._-~.~ the man1\wh1oh 

~s jus another way of say1ng tbt anyth1ng that 1s worth doln~ 

you must do. And 1f 1t ls to be don~te ust accept some 1nd1s-

~dua1 respons1b111ty for do1ng 1t. ou are do1ng that 1n 

yo.r work as 1nd1v1duals and represent ng ageno1es that are 
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American h1story the people of ~rica have vo1oet1. a deep and~ 

ab1ding coapas~n for the sufferings of all mankind. There ~s 
no nat1aa on the face of this~ earth that ~as aany organiza 

tions dedicated to the help of others as our blessed nati_:y and 

I mae') tndtv1dua1 pr1t'8, vo1unbey organtzattons.· ~oughout 
the Y'ar~the o~sston of our peop1e by 1nd1vtdua1s such as are 

represented here today and by r•ur government bas brought comfort 

to people in distress in many countries and und~ and varied 

difficult c1rcumstanoes. To come to the aid of iess fortunate 

ts inherent tn our be11ef tn h-n d1gn1t~~1n 11es the 

strengtl of course, of our nation and. a cornerstone of any gre*t 

society. It is bett~r to m n1ster than to be ministered to1and 
"1J / 

that is inteed what agencies represent. n Viet~ today) 

,..American volun•a•y agencies have onee again stepped into ttle 

front lines or the fight aga~nst human sufferin!)an~my fellow 

Americans )hat unbe11evable suffering. I think or that country 

that has~een under foreiwn rul~ for centuries and in constant 

war for a quarter or a century •lnoe 1940. 
1 

~s ~ any wonder 

that the,., 18 patn and al!lony and surrartn~fltiJI::::/'ure1; 712 on 

~ you mat feel in Jour own heart a sense of fulfiltaent and 

or joy that you ••n bring some relief to this suffering. Once 

aga1~ou and the paop1e you represent demonstrat~the deep 

concern of theX American people for their fellow aen in all 

~~~ . 

Now these organizations, your organizat1on~are supported 

voluntary contributions ot Americans ever1Nhere. And I 

tbink it is fitting and appropriate that we thank these fellow 

Americans,lut I also th~nk it is appropriate that we ask 

them for ~eir continued help and aJ even more generous help. 
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fbeil work ta oarrted out b7 at tndtvtduat. Americans who a. .. 
volunteered to serve the cause of human1ty 1n V1eU.m. And 1n ~~ 

th1s manner)the people of our country are express1ng the1r oom

pass1on f~ the helpless 1n V1etnam wbo seale just a l!t~;, seour-

1ty and the freedom. Through the voluntary agency~nat1oaa ...... ~ 1t~ ICtrJ#i/ 
ef money •o / 

the 1nnocent Y1ct1ms or aggress1on 

there 1s aaDther factor that the money 

or the technJcal serv1ces or the rood and the c1oth1ng. It ls 

that you care. It 1s that we ADer1cans demonstrate to the world 

---t'bat we really care about people. We care about 11f~ saY1ng. 

I waNt Aa&r1ca to be knewn as the nat1op that saves 11v~not 

taKes 11Yes ~~~t1on that bu11ds and helps other people, not 

destroJs. au cu.rr7 that aessa1e
1
Jut tbe aoat tapertant 

message that you carry 1s the Ara~ of 7our presence, that you 

d~ oare8~ ~ there ts th~~at powe• •r 1ov~ mantrested b7 

your act1ons d your presence. . r Pres1~ent ~hnson bas asked 

you o our nat1on's cap1tal so that weld.ght thank you 

and oom.and JOU and JOtrYo1untarJ organtzatto~ the m111tons 

or people )ilolt-tJOU represent .:IJ. ~n behalf or the Prea~c;;:.I ask 

you to take th1s aessage of thanks back to you~~ople Y~~w 

the V1oe Pres1dent can r111 1n f~ the Pres1de~somet1aes~ 

on17 IIBJ I say at hts dtacrettoni.' -..f. ts a very bus7 liB~ and 

th1~1s an e~eed1ngly d1fr1cult t1me for h1m as we prepare the • 

new blldgetj};;!L.,:;:_oz~ 1D grtps wt th so11e or the .,.t .dtr~u1t tn

teamat1ona! ~'!"hat ba~~aoed our nat1on 1n the 
~ 

) "" ~ 
M,ddle East ~ Euro~ SoutheaSt Asia and Ist1n Amer1oa ~ 

~ l.ai*!!f:l•lii8•11111-~ · hope~ you understand thatjtoday 1~ ~~~ltfttJ ~ ../ ~~~he teaa 1s at work~ Pres1dent1 .. the V1oe Pres1dentl~ 
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meaeers et the Crb1net and ~ agenc1es of governme~ t Pi! 

we are all on the same team~ can assure you or the cont1nu1ng 

support and cooperation or our govern.ent 1n everything that you 
~---

seek to d~itour efforts to~~ the boaeless, to feed the 

hungry and t ~e sick. 11rt ~ble ,;oals•I alwa;rs feel bette 

~ 11hen I saY ~and I 1<no11 ho• much 'b~tter you must reel •ben 

you accoaplish these oajectives. ur common goal 1s treedomr--

eedom ror the people in Vletnam-'~eedom rrom oppression, 

freedom from fear, freedom troa h•nger, freedom to barwes* t~ir 

crops, treedoa to ra1se their ch11dren 1n an atmosphere II' a » 
/)/ peace and tranqui11ty sad in a * hope and p? 11ill be at 

~U p~ in the days ahead.rf}r conclude loy saying t' - t ::c&$~ 
'1M pray tor peace, I all remlltded 

. b ''-~ ot tbe- ~riptures say~blessed are the pea~iaakers~-•t 

just the llishera. And 11e must •l<e peace
1 
,_ Jou are doiag it 

in every effort that you contr1bute to help an~ 1nnocent vict1m '4 r,r
1
as ~ bullding blooi or u11:1ng peao")~eilt cathedral or 

peao~o keep at 1t an~d believe ae when f tell ;rou that I come . ) 
to you with a heart til ed w1th gra~e and frankly emot~be-

•use I know of m t;roup of peoP.le ~ dot!J a better JOb than thos 

that I see here th1s 11orn1ng. want ib commend you JIJKIX Mistel 

· doesn't get 11an7 pats on the ba~ these 

commend the Food ror Pe~ ~egra~its~reotor 
11ho is 11it~s here this mornlng ~~u / 1~d I IIBilt ~ co .. end 

all or thoLe 1n the .overnmen~~ have helped us 1n ~ •• , 
.....,.,. \ \ I ( ~ ../,_ wbat we oall M , 1:1 thAL.oth r war a~a•st social miser ~ /be 

ar for better life. think that Mister Wate s would be 
q I/. o 

the f1rst to agree w1th me that tae troops 1n th1s w~bis war 

or peac")are inJl[your hands. Y0 u represent those rorcea,J'J give 
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I w11,( you just g1 ve more, ust ta~ th1s messalf as a cha11ence 

- not Ju•t as a messar;e or tbar!'l<st~double your errorts,/)sk your 

paop1e to do aore. Ask thea to do :more %JOO[ every day In every 

way. ~y wlll do lt lt they are asked, and lt they are chal

lenge~~;:nk you very very much. 
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