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ADDRESS BY THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. Hill~HREY 

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AJ-1ERICA 

AT THE CENTENNIAL CONVENTION OF THE MINNESOTA 

NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION , ST . PAUL HILTON HOTEL, 
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PRESIDENT ADAMS: Ladies and gentlemen, it is our 

privilege and pleasure at this time to introduce a man who 

is a very familiar figure to all of the Minnesota Press as 

well as to the rest of the citizens of our State . 

As Mayor of Minneapolis, he attended a number of 

sessions of what was then the Minnesota Editorial Association. 

He was a familiar figure as the Senior Senator from Minnesota 

at subsequent meetings of the Minnesota Newspaper Association . 

And now, we are pleased that at this Centennial Convention 

we are able to present to you the Vice President of the 
1 1 

United States , The Honorable Hubert Humphrey. 
12 

(Standing Applause) 
13 

THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY (Vice President of 
14 

the United States of America): Thank you, Mr . Adams, for 
15 

your gracious and generous introduction and the warmth of 
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your reception here today . I just pulled some papers out 

of my pocket . These are sort of props . I haven't the 

slightest idea what I am going to talk to you about . I 

thought I had better take a look and see what was in there . 

One is a bill from Daytona , but I won't talk to you about that . 

When I first heard from your Manager, Bob Shaw, about 

the possibilities of coming here, and he suggested last 

evening , I wanted very much to accept that invitation , but 

we had a rather busy day yesterday and a very busy evening . 

Therefore, we had already committed ourselves to some other 
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1 engagements and simply couldn't get away . So I started 

2 bargaining with him through one of my office associates to 

3 see if we couldn't come in some time today . I was told, 

4 of course, that you have Mr . Norman Isaacs as your luncheon 

5 speaker and he is, without a doubt, one of the outstanding 

6 men in the field of journalism in our nation. No man who 

7 is Vice President \iants to compete with that . That is just 

8 too much. So I just suggested maybe in between coffee 
9 breaks they might let Muriel and I come by so we might 

10 shake hands and say nHello . " 

1 1 We were greeted today by Mr . and Mrs . Mills . We are 
12 

so pleased to see them once again . I haven't been at 
13 Cambridge for a long time and I guess they are just as 

14 happy about it -- but I want Mr. and Mrs . Mills to know 
15 that we surely are ery appreciative of their courtesy and 

16 extending the hand of welcome to us . When you get back to 
17 Cambridge and you find a soul here and there that is willing 
18 . . . to remember my name, extend a greeting, if you will • 

19 What impressed me particularly was the number of 
". 
' 20 

vice presidents that this organization has . The other day 
21 

I was privileged to present a certificate to the twenty- fifth 
22 

millionth worker that had participated in a collective 
23 bargaining election by th National Labor Relations Board . 
24 

I know a good deal about the National Labor Relations Act, 
25 

or at least I thought I did . One thing that I knew about it 
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is that you can always come to them with a charge of unfair 

labor practices . \~en I go out and address organizations 

such as yours , I generally find they have anywhere from 

two to 20 vice presidents . You seldom find any organization 

that is worth anything today ·~ich has one vice president . 

I was speaking to the International Ladies 1 Garments Workers 

Union up in New York and their President said they have 

twenty-one vice presidents. I asked if he didn ' t think that 

was "featherbedding" and he said, "No, it is just a good way 

to take care of those that think they ought to be President . 11 

(Applause) 

The purpose of my observation about the three vice 

presidents that you have (and of course the splendid Board 

of Directors) is that quite obviously, the Minnesota Newspaper 

Association carries a tremendous responsibility and has all 

sorts of things it must do which require the kind of 

administrative, executive talent and association . 

I might also observ , President Adams, that you maybe 

have a more difficult time than President Johnson . President 

Johnson sometimes fe ls that ~ vice president is too much . 

So if you start to feel that three is too much, you will have 

a kindred soul in the President of the United States . 

(And I am speaking only symbolically here . I know nothing 

about your politics . ) 

I have looked over your program and I have noticed that 



4 

1 you have had some imports in f rom Washington. You have been 

2 privileged to hear on of the outstanding editors of the 

3 nation and, of course, one that was here in the City of 

4 St . Paul for a considerable period of time, J . Russell Wiggins . 

5 He is a gentleman that we hold in high esteem and respect . I 
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trust that Russ was able to get here yesterday. You have had 

a very distinguished servant of the St te of Minnesota, one 

that I had a wrestling match with here a few years back, but 

we came out good £riends . He kept his job and I kept mine, 

and I think that is the way it ought to be . I notice that 

you had my old friend Val Bjornson speak to you . And yesterday, 

if my memory serves me correctly, you had our Junior Senator, 

Walter ttFritz" Mondale speak to you. When I came in here I 

see you have the best of all worlds because you had the 

Sen~or Senator, Senator McCarthy. out here visiting and talking 

with you individually. He is persuasive collecti vely or 

individually, so b ware! 

and I doubt that there is 

You have had a very fine program 

thing I can add to it -- but 

since I am standing on my feet I thought I would just take a 

few moments of your time . 

Many things have been said about the Office of Vice 

President . I thought today I would just visit with you 

briefly about it . I know there are questions on your mind 

about the economy, about the C. I . A., about VietNam , and of 

course all of those matters are less important than the things 



5 

1 I am about ready to talk to you about -- I let Muriel handle 

2 those subjects . But since you do h ve a rich program today 

3 and a big program, · there is .no desire on my part to take over 

4 for Mr . Isaacs, and I thought I would just talk to you a 

5 little bit about the rice presidency . 

6 The first thing I should note to you about it is that 

7 most everybody say it isn't arything really too much that 

8 you ot~ht to fight abo t or worry about. I tend to agree 

9 liith that . That is why I have gone to my friends in the 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Republican Party that gathered in Washington recently and 

said that because they already had signs of tension and 

dissent and splitting amongst their ranks lrlth Romney and 

Reagan and Nixon and Percy and Goldwater and all of them , 

I said, 11 Since you \'lant to heal th se wounds, I don't see 

any reason in the world why you should fight over who is 

16 going to· be Vice President . " I have decided that since 

17 

18 
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24 

America needs something along the lines of continuity -

and since there ought to be something that will unite us 

(obviously ~t won't be the candidates for Pr sident that 

will unite us or even the prospective candidates in either 

Party) I have decided to offer myself on either ticket for 

re - election. (Applause ) 

As we say, in Washington, this is "under study, " which 

obviously means there will be no action . In case you get a 

25 letter from Washington which says, "Th s is under study" you wi 
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now know what it means . 

I have truly had a wonderful experience in this office . 

I served for sixteen years as one of your two Senators and 

those were years that I will never forget -- and years that 

some of you won't either. They were year of valuable 

experience in government . The role of a United States Senator 

is a very unique role . I don't suppose there is any finer 

office where you can give to the people than that office . 

The United States Senator represents the Federal System. He 

10 is the representative of the state as well as the nation . He 

1 1 is independent to a very large degree, controlled only by 
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his own conscience and hi own commitments . He has. of course , 

a degree of party loyalty, but you will find I am sure that 

as you examine the votes, most of those men that r ally have 

a good reco d, one that you can be proud of in each party 

or either party, you will find there is a great deal of 

what we call "voting together" or "switch voting" -- picking 

and choosing . Most of the issues in the Congress are 

settled by unanimous votes . Only a limited number of issues 

are settled by what we call "split votes" or "highly partisan 

votes . " Even \~en they are partisan, there are breaks within 

the party ranks . 

This is the unique quality of our system. We don't deman 

rigid discipline of our parliament or our Congress, but what we 

should demand, however, is genuine application to the duties 
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of office and high performance in that office -- unstinting, 

ur1selfish service to the people that send you there . Party 

regularity, ye$ , is something to be desired . Party discipline 

is something we do not have . Really, concentrating on the 

issues and the tasks of the day and the years ahead is what 

you can do when you are in the Congress of the United States. 

I have said many times that I think a good Senator (and 

fortunately we have good Senators) is one who is not thinking 

only of the year 1967, but he is really thinking of ~he years 

five, ten years ahead . Because most every proposal that 

becomes public law and public policy requires an incubation 

period . It requires a pe~iod of public relations. so to 

speak, a period of the planting of the seed, of the turning 

of the soil, of the nourishment of the plant in the hope· 

that it will flower . That is why I think we need men in 

the Congress of the United States that do have vision. 

Your Executive Branch of Government, likewise, needs 

to have that quality of vision . Those who are the administra

tors of Government are requit-ed to do the day-to-day chores, 

th day ... to-day administrative duties, and those are tremendous 

in number and many of them are very burdensome in terms of 

their importance . 

I am no longer Senator and I have been very well aware 

of it for a long time . Some of my friends are not -- but 

people have said, 11 I think the Vice President, or Hubert 



1 Humphrey has changed . ' I hope so, for the good, but I would 
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say what is mor important is that the job has changed and 

people need to know about the tasks for the job . 

A man takes on an as ignm nt, whatever it may be , and 

he should discipline hims lf to that assignment and to its 

qualifications and its characteristics . There is only one 

Pre ident of the United States at a time . It is very hard 

for most people to rememb r that, but that i a fact -- that is 

one elected President at a time . Of all the people who should 

not try to be Pr sident, is the Vice President, because you 

cannot have two voices at the top 1 vel of this Government . 

There ar enough voices anyway in a free society to disconcert 

any of us . But that i one or the prices or freedom, and a 

very worthwhile pric , I migh add . At the top levels of 

government there must b one voice, and that is why there 

is what we c 11 executive leadershi ; there is what we call 

the President's Program, and this is why we have always 

said that in matters particularly of national security and 
.· 

foreign policy, the President must sp ak for the nation. 

At least he must sp ak for the Government . This doesn't 

d ny other the right to sp ak their mind . It doesn't deny 

others the right of diss nt, which is a precious right, nor 
I, 

does it deny others the right o advance proposals and 

suggestions . To the contrary, tho e who are in the 

Legislative Branc and tho e who re in the private arena, and 
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thos who are in th field of communication and education, 

I think have a definite r s onsibility to of er other 

s gestions . I don't believe any one person or group has 

a monopoly on wi dom or virtue . I happe to believe that 

the cro s-fir of ideas is wha makes possible a good idea . 

I happen to believe that p otes and dissent that are within 

the fields of law and order, not violence but law and order, 

have a legitimate place d i d ed a much-needed place in 

a democ acy . It is from this £ rment of idea that we really 

g t the forward movem nt hat a mad this country what it is . 

I mentioned that I wa t o t 11 you a little about 

the Vic Presidency. Th Vic Presid nt is a member of the 

President ' .s Cabi et . He is not the Cabinet , nor is he 

Secretary o State or Secretary of Defense . He is one of 

the Pre ident' advisors . He wa not a member of the Cabinet 

until about 20 years ago . Sometimes when I have been before 

certain groups I have listed out some of th se great, illustrio , 

characters that have been in the Vice P esidency -- names that 

you or no-one else has ever heard f . But I think it is fair 

to say that sine the time of the 30's, this office has taken 

on increa ing importance or incr asing responsibility by the 

very nature of things-· and it . should. After all, you pay 

th bill . After all, the ffic · is provided for by th 

Con titution . 

requir ment : 

The Constitution only lays down two 

The Vice President hall· b the Presiding Officer 
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of the Senate, and in case of a ~ie he may •• he is not 

required - - he may break th t e by his vote . · Other than that , 

except to stand in the curtains and on the sidelines , so to 

speak, waiting in case he is ne ded, the Viae Pr esident has 

no Constitutional responsibilityc This is a very unique 

office in the field of governm nt o No other country has an 

office quite lik thi - - because for literally generations, 

unless a President was the victim of ass~ssination or death, 
' 

the office '~ of little or no cons quenoe . It remained 

static and idle and frequ ntly the Vice President didn't 

even live in \'/ashington, or did he at. tend any o£ the 

meetings of the Cabinet, nor w s he seen for months on end 

by the President of the Unit~d States. I have been reading 

the history of this office and it is a fascinating one ; 

The people who served in it, why they se:rved in it, and 

what, if anything, th y did in 1 t, and what th y did once 

they had responsibility. 

The office is important enough, in the way American peopl 

have treated their Presidents, so peopl ought to be a little 

concerned about who is in it - - because no country on the 

face of the earth has had a greater record of violence toward 

its Chief of State, than the United States~ This is a 54-d 

thing to aay , t>ut w ha:v had a record o£ at"taoks, or violence, 

of assassination, that is really terrifying . Therefore, I 

think it has become ever more important that those persons that 
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government . In these few moments that I have , I would just 

like to t 11 you , this is what I try to do . 

I am not a policymake of the Government , even though 

I am privileged to advise and counsel on pol icy. I am one 

o th men that s an inp into that policy, but I have 

said a number of times, I would rather have ten minutes inside 

the White House, talking to the head of departments and the 

Pre ident, and the lead rs of the Congress who join with him, 

than to have a week outside earryin a ~ign . Because I think 

the inside work is that much mor important. I think it is 

very important for the Vic President of the United States to 

know all that goes on in this worl d and every morning of my 
-

life , to the best of my limited abil ity , I have somebody --

and not only somebody but sometimes several -- come by , spend 

an hour, a half hour, an hour and one-hal f , to do what we 

call the "briefing , n all of h information that we can 

gather around the world . This leads me to say this -- that 

w1 h all of the dif iculties we have had in the Central 

Intelligence Agency, it is need d , it is vital, this country 

would be crippled without it , it is every bit as important 

as y part of our Armed Service , if not more important, 

because at least it affords us information that we gather 

from many places in the world and from many sources so that 

e are 'in a position to know what our adversaries are up to 
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and ven what our fr.iends ar p to . Otherwise, we would be 

like the blind leading the bli.d --stumbling around on this 

troubled contin nt . 

The Vice President of the United State is also, by 

Act of Congress, the Chairman of the Space Council . I wish 

I had tim to tell you what w do . I had a Space Meeting 

yesterday. We are j st completing tre review of the entire 

Apollo Program, the lunar prog am. We have b en reviewing 

the r cent President' Science Advisory R port on "at'ter the 

man on the moon, then what ?n We a answering questions that 

come into your mind every day , " Is it all worth it?n As 

Chairman of the Space Council, I have as my ssociates the 

Secretary o Defense, he Secretary of State, the Director 

of the National Aeronautics and Space Agency, the Director 

of the United States Information Agency, the President's 

Science Advisor, and the Chairman of the Atomic Energy 

Commission. We coordinate the spa e program; defense and 

civilian. We are ~esponsible for int rnational cooperation 

in space, working with our f iends i Western Europe, Japan, 

India, and many other countrie ; setting up the tracking 

stations so when we pu a man in orbit we know a little bit 

about wha·c is happening . '!'his is one of the most fascinating 

programs I have ever been engag d in and it takes a lot of time . 

Just this last SUmmer Congress decided we should have 

another program, called Oceanog aphy, or ~~rine Sciences, 
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2 where we have th largest bod of sweet water in the world . 
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Oc anography is the s dy of the seas, the cur ents, the 

food of the seas. the mine als f the sea ed • Seventy-one 

(71) perc nt of the earth's surface i~ water and we know very 

little about it, except t e surface . You will notice that 

every time the Congress gives me an assignment, these are 

b statutes . B th of thes~ are by s a ute and relativel 

new -- Oceanography just Within th las year and the othe~ 

one within the las ten ars . Beth of them are enough wo k 

or any one man , eithet one of hem. B t wheneve the Congress 

gives t e Vi e President ru1 a signment , it is ither ou of 

th s world or in the ot om of the ocean . I am not sure if 

I should r ad anything in th t, but I do know that is 

a f ct . I want o come bac to Space and Oa ano.graphy but I 

st wan o tell yo two or hree ot e things , and I want 

to conclude o e other. 

My ot ~r assignments are to be Chairman of the Advisory 

Council on th Peace Corps . Thi~ is a fasein ting one . I 

was the man that intr ducc the l egislation for the Pea .· e 

Co ps and handled the bill l1hich was passed in the Senate, 

he its hearings and advanced it earl in 195$ . It becam 

lalt when Mr . Kennedy became P e ide t . I hav th job of 

coordinating that program in an adviso y capac~ty with man 

top peopl in Arne ica that se e on that Advisory Council, 
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working ~nth the returnee who h ve eompleted their two years 

of volunteer service. tryi g to interest other young people 

to join the Peace Corpe o It 1 a tremendous enterprise -$ 

aix years now, over 250,000 applicants and well over 10,000 

that ha"te served in over 50 coWltries.. It :l.s possibly the 

moat acceptable program that we have overseas and I think 

does one of the finest j 

I have been given th opportunity to serve as the 

Chairman of the Advisory C uncil of the Offic of Economic 

Opportunity. Thi , without a doubt, i one of the most 

difficult assignments beca se we are working with p ople, 

te ~re working in areas where there have been no solutions 

in the past and very little progresso 

I will only say this ...... I kn w many of you have criticism 

on what. we call the "War on Poverty. 11 There ia a misconception 

abo t it a I was just r•ading orne reports this morning where 

1 - "Th peop e say, . e rouble with the \var on Poverty is that 

the people who are supposed o be g tting the money don't get 

it . " It isn't a program to give people a lot of money. That 

is called 11 welfare" and I thought we had agr ed som time ago 

that w didn't want a wel are stat in this country. I think 

what ~"tlerica need and wants 1 a state of opportunity .. What 

w are trying to do is to break th rolls of welfare ~ to break 

out of it . We are trying to train peopl • I met yesterday 

lith Mr . Chad !JicCl ellan of Los Angel es . who had just 
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Some ar white Am ieans f om t e Appalachia, the mountain 
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co try and th ·11 country. W ar teaching them and 

23 
thousands of them ar being mployed -- thousands of th m. 

24 
In fact la t year , ov r on million f them r empl oy d 

25 
and they hav .added new incom • I know som of you are aware 



16 

1 of what is being done her in $Qme o£ the Twin City areas 
2 but I just want to say thie: I know we are not doing nough. 
3 I know hat people are impatient, and they ought to be ...... and 
4 I know what makes news -· mis akes . That is right - . it is 

5 t a edy and m1_ takes . I just want to say that I don.' t think 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

there have been ve~ many creaming headlines about the 

thousand and thousands of peopl wbQ nev r had a chance in 
th ir lives, never knew what it was to e er have a job, never 
had a pay eheekt never went to a factory . There has been 
very little headline news about tha , and that I can ttnde ... stand . 

I saw an article in this morning' WASHINGTON POST o~ I 
am son-y we didn't bz'"'ing i .t with us . Just two clays ago there 
was a big h adline story in the WASHINGTON POST in Washington, 
D. C., ttBoston University Pr ss Asks Impeachme t of Johnson . " 

15 lt is edited by a University newspape 11 eight members of the 
16 staff. This morning th r was a pe -ition pi'esented to the 
17 President , signed by 6,089 students supporting the President . 
18 I want to be honest With you. It is on page 8, Section B, 
19 

20 

21 
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nd it is this big - - one column, about two inches . But the 
htarge of imp achment by eight people that maybe didn't knol't 

hat they were talking about but just decided to go on a kiek, 
hat wae lU& stuff. I don't think that i news any more than 
ome or the xperience that I have had . 

I went out to Sta ford University. I had 2,000 people 
n an auditorium that behaved beautifully, magnificently. a 
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credit to thems.el ves , thei families and their unive~sity . 

I would say of that 2,000 about 500 openly disagreed with 

most of what I said . They had an entirely differ-ent poi t 

of view, which is their right . Tb~y even went so far as to 

wear a white arm band to show their disagreement - - but they 

were respeot.f·ul . They were intelligent . Tbey wanted dialogue . 

They asked q estions and the;r wanted to debate . I like people 

like that . But they didn't ev n get the time ot day , and 

some young ruffia who wasn't even a at dent on th . ea,mpus 

(and by th way there were 12 leaders that caused the commotion 

that you read about and o the 2, one was a student and 

11 of them were just oaming the coast seeing what they could 

do to stir up trouble ....... no students) I do 't think was 

entitled to that much attention . I think the people who 

were entitled to the attention were the fine young men who 

sat there and asked the Vice President of the tJn1ted States 

q estions 1 the like$ of whieA I have neve~-heard and hope 

I don't have to answer again -- they w~ to gh , they were 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

good and they made me squirm (and that was real news)! 

(Applause) 

I might add. since I am on that particular subject -

I hadn't intended to mention it bu th~t is one o£ the 

advantages of not having a written speech , you don't know 
24 

what you are about to say -- I happen to believe that there 
25 

has been a tendency to overpl ay the few ~at do not represent 
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ve much exc p j st thems lv , rather than the many. I 

will never orget whe I a a Ru r's Univ rsi y, there 

were lt-2 a i s r pr sented at their 300th anniversary . 

Th re was the Chancellor of th U ersity of Oxford, there 

were 350 o· the top scholars of th world and there were 

b illiant e en a io.s . It ust ppene ecaus I 

s p ose in this country th feel th y ne d to have a public 

official at heae gatherings that I was also invited . I 

add s- th gro p, ecei ed as 1 other , a Honorary 

Deg e . There wer 14 000 peo in this audience . It was 

i geant, b a itul, med i al Europ an styl with the .flowing 

rob s . Ther wer about 40 eo le that had ad vis d all th 

tel visio and all t e media tha the we:r goin to walk out . 

Th y w re a full block and on -half away from anyth n goin 

on, except somebo s llin o corn a d hamburger down the 

street - - tha is a fact . The wer wa down a block, a block 

an one•half' . But whe· I re d e Report of the JOOth 

AnniversarY o£ R t I ad, "Forty St dents Walk Out on 

Vic President . " The oor Chancellor r m Oxford didn't even 

get a 1 ne. Th Presid nt o the Universit of U~r eht from 

Holland, th ounding univer ity from Rutger's, they idn't 

ev n know he was h r ; 350 of the grea e t ienti ts and 

cholar~ 1 22 N~b 1 ~tze wi s -- they didn't even kn w 

h y were resent . This 40 d c ded the would be a little 

embarrassing to ome ody and walke out . As a matter or fact, 
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the made ro m for people we want d in and it was nice they 

did it . 

I have had t e privil ge r making some sp ches around 

th oo try as Vi e President . 

One inal thing, I work with the youth o! America in 

what we call Yaut Counc:tl work . I want to ask and implo e · 

ev ry editor here today to bend yo fforts this summer to 

s e to t that our unem loyed youth, i any, have a job, 

that young peopl hav an pportunity for gainful work and 

that th y also have cpt op ortunity for wholesome recreation . 

Of cour e in the smaller communi ti s the problems ar not 

n rly as sev r • Since I am in th capital city of St . Paul 
-

and I know the r4ayor is dee ly int rested in these matt rs, 

s ar other officials, I hop w ~dll not wait for trouble 

b fore we aqt . I think it is most unfortunat that most of 

th jo s se m to turn up a£ er som or the wild men have 

instigated t - oubl • Thos jobs ought to be available before 

the trouble comes. and it ha pens time after time . 

I haV' worked with the ma ors of all th cities in 

America . The Presid nt has asked me to b the liaison between 

th White House, th Executive Branch, and lo al government . 

This pa t week Mrs . Hum hr y and I we e host and hostes to 

11 county officials that were in Was in ton on their Nation 1 

L gislativ Conference . Next week .it is the National League 

of Citie • We hold conferences throughout the United States 
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the purpose is to acq aint local governm nt officials with 

what th Federal Gov rnment programs ha en to be . With all 

of the communication w have, w d n't s em to be able to 

communicate too ell metim • I think this is one of the 

real o'blem .. that ·th F d al Government feces today. Th 

programs oftentimes are too com lex. They ne d simplification, 

and it is the dut of some of s wh ar in these programs 

to take them out and xplain t m ,o th eo le so if they 

ar desir d and sable» they ca b app i d . 

I aid I wanted o 1 a you n th subject of the 

two gre te t int r st · of m_n - if not the two great eat , the 

two he ies responeibilitie • Th t is Spac and Oc anography, 

and I want to tell you about hem v ry quickly. 

We s nd billio of dollar o th se rograms and I 

am a k d, "I it wo h it?" M answer 1 , rryest" Today the 

United St.gtes of Am rica is th f remost indu trial power 

in the world. I 1 not onl so ause \19 have capital, 

even t :tough we h.a , 1 nt hat -- never enough but quite 

a 1 t mo than o hers . The Prim Minister of Great Britain 

sent me ale t~r jut this past we k as a esult of a talk 

I had made in New York t some industrialista on what 1 

called the uTechnological Gap" b tw n Western Europe and 

the Unit d State • We hare alwa t ought of the peopl in 

Germany, Holland, th Lo\'llands, Fran" , Italy, Great Britain, 

as being highly, techni all advane d. But th simpl 
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truth is that they are falling far behind . Their eompeti ti ve 

position in the world is g tting worse, as compared with the 

United States, a d there is a reason tor it , and they are 

con erned~ The aeon is that this eoun ry ~- private industry 

and governmen ~-have plo~ed eve yea~ approximately 

25 !llion dollar i esearoh and development . Of that 

amount about 16 billion dollars is sc edulc:)d funds ...... 

atomic enEU."'ID' money• space mott.ey, d fense money , National 

Institute of Health, National Science Foundation . All of this 

is what we cal1 the invec"tment money to narease the pool of 

nowledge in technologj from whieh we oan draw. \'le are the · 

wh n i~.~ comes to ~lectronics and 

he comp t r • Tl e electro ics and the c mputer is like the 

h art and the bt .. ai • When European speaks of himself, he 

sp aka tha h has good limbs, ood arms, good torso -- but , 

he ays I have heart trouble~ really n<;> good electronics and 

th xoe is something w. o g with my -head because my computer 

technology ·s not right • 111e .first computer was built 17 

yea t; ago and it i .s a mu.aeum P·ie.ce n the Smithsonian Institute, 

to show you t e rapi it y of· change . The first space capsule 

eve sent in o orbit by the United States is only six years 

old . That is John Glenn's and i .... i in the Smithsonian 

Ins itut • The rapidity or change is fantastic . The investment 

t at we are making in th se gre t programs that have ~aglines 
25 

on them like the 'Moon Pro. am11 is merely an obj~ctive to 
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arQ se peopl 's interest . It iG a b nchmark . We are not 

primarily interested ir just getting to the moon. We are 

1nter':ested in developing the tool•, the equipment, the 

excellence • t.he prq,te sio al eapaei ty, 'the skills, that 

permit a person to get to the moon. Beca se wn•n we do 

that, w develop whole new industr~es . W develop a de r e 

of' efficiency and compete ee in this country that. is the 

miracle of the wot>ld . 

What ·"" hav b en able to do in the Space P~ogram, mor 

than an}~hing else~ is t bring together a working partnership 

between government, pr,i vate industry, finance, and the 

universit1es -·the professional }fteople on university campuses. 

We have changed the whole concept of ed cation because we 

have forced people to ~ork together, the pooling o£ their 

resources 1 inter-disciplinary. TwEmty y ars ago a Dean in the 

School of Engi:nee.r1ng was like a membe,r of t.he United Nations 

and had separate sove eignty, as compared to the Dean o£ a 

Medical School . Today you can't put a man in orb1t unless 

the en ineering and m dical aspects of 1 . are working together. 

It does no good to make a ood space capsule if you don't know 

what the e££ects of outer space \~ll be ~n the human body. 

Therefore medicine) physi logy, the lite sci nees, even the 

behavioral sciences, a e tied right in with er~ineeringt 

eleeronies. physics and all tha~ goes with what we call the 

physical s~ienc.es . 
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The upgr&.d-i...'lg of our uni e~si ties has be n fantas ia 

a r sult o£ ·th ~ great programs o scientific r s arch 

and development and is aho ng its i'£eet in e ery walk 

of 1£e. Sinee you are primar ly in the fie d of communication 

let me tell you 't'lhat is in the offing: 

In ten year ,.,. ld.ll be connn eating almost ntirely 

insofar as long distance communicat-ion i .s concerned • by 

commt.Ulioatio sat llite, or th la e:r beam .... - most. lik ly, 

j t uommunir:ation satelli s. \<Je will be cotmnwdcating with 

l ve television, ven witho t g ound tations because we will 
1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

b ble tt> bu ld comm cation sa~ellit s that g~nerate their 

own pol'ler, end t ei o-wn signals, and do it th precisiono 

A. mat er o£ f'aet. within another month, I shall be doing 

on Tel$'tar, a world de, open • live television broad east £or 

one hour with oorr spondants !' om e eral nat ons, interviewing 
16 

like Meet the Pt"ess out of Washington. 
17 

We wil b having i . iversity clas room professors 
18 

from a dozen countries o~ h £ a dozen oountr es or three 
19 

countries, coming n in c osed oi c t television through 
20 

communication sa~elli e. It i just ncredible what is in 
21 

the of£1ng% It is al eady hel"e - t i only a. matt$r of the 
22 

perfec ion o it. 
23 

today your govenll'llEJ.nt eotlll'l'®l1oate l'lith Southeast Ae~ia 
24 

in order that w oan have in antan o s communication in 
25 

Viet Nam thl'ough communicatitU'l satellit~h We don't have enough 
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cables or telephone wires r wireless to do it . It is done 

by communica ion sa·ellite and we redoing this all around 

th Wl"ld . I haven't any doubt but what this is going to 

have a trem ndous effect on news dissemination, on what you 

ar d<:~ing in your pra s, and certainly it is going to hav£! a 

g at effect upon education, o tak you to tho other aspect 

of it , the other part ot the envi~onment . 

eople say, " y sh ul we ba so inter sted in th se 

thi gs " My anawe , particularly on the Space Program and 

th program on Oc an graphy i that we live in the universe 

a the Sola System is one of the blocks in that universe . 

Th Solar Sy tam is our neigh orhood . In that Solar Syst$m 

ar the moon, the arth, V nu , Jupiter, Mars and others . 

We need to know about oUr neighbors. Tnat is the kind of 

a world we az e living in . \ve are talking now not about the 

20th Century but about th 21st Century . Remember that most 

ot the p opl t t will b oi things for this country 

lldll be doing things in the 21st Century. \~e are in the last 

_third of t e 20th Century. Eve: y pl n we hav , every thought . 

we have, tr m here on out, muot be based on Century 21 and 

in c ntury 21 we t·dll b doing thingn that the laboratories 

today are ex erimen ing ~th . The cientiat says it is 15 

years £rom ~uoees ful laboratory-experiment to practical 

or 'ommereial application . Only 15 y ars fr m now lead us 
·' 

to the year l9S2 o So must of what we are talking about today 
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in embryonic la'borato ... y form, will be the pattern of the day 

for the year 2,000 when yo children o:r your children's 

children ldl be ·in r~sponsible pos:l ti<>ns and .fullness of 

life . 

We will be mining the odeai1 beds . We have juet approved 

tv-hat we eall u f'ish protein concentrate" -- and what does 

this mean? It means food zrom th$ sea . The population of 

this ea~h is said to be tripled by the year 2,000. It will 

b triple wha . it is now. How arG we going to feed those · 

people? Not just by the reso ces that we p~esently have 
1 1 

put to work, even though may I say y the yea 2,000 we will 
12 

be iatering· th~ des rts with the 1-tat rs from the sea . There 
13 

is no doubt about it . We a.t•e ight at hat point now. That 
14 

Will b within the rtext de4ade or ure . It just happens 
15 

the desert lan are the mo t ertlle of al.l . But mor 
16 

importantly • Wtll will b mining th$ oceans. We will be 
17 

harvest'ing the oee n .. We will pla t fish like you plant 
18 

soybeans and we ll harvest it . I have been meeting \dth 
19 

pe ple who a~e planning large laboratories and lagoons in 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

th ~ Paei. 1c right now where al ot t is experimental work will 

go on j st a yt.>u hav an Experimen al Farm f r the Department 

o Agr•iculture ·or to your Coun y Agent . In act • we have 

ju t passed legislation £or Sea GJ!'ant Colleg~ , just a we had 

them fo~ Land Grant Colleges • . This is just the beginning. 

We will mine the oe ean floors right off th$ Coast o£ 
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Flo ida . Leas than JO mil s o t th coast of Florida. ~ of:f 

Cape Kennedy, th ~ is _20 sq re miles of manganese 

ready to b. mined , the ri hest ore deposit . .evEW discovered . 

There a e lit rally hundreds o squar miles of pure opper. 

Off the estuaries ot th~ river in Alaska is ure gold that 

ha , in a sense, be mine b th r.-es suree of water of the 

ri v ' comi.n out o! th$ mountaill$ . We wil.l . e able to do 

in ·hort time from communication satellit , ot I sho d 

say f~Qm sat llite sensor' sat.ellites, to fly a hlJIJ.dred or 

two Qct' thr e h drad mile above the arth and b:y ult a 

violet ray an oth ~ ns rs, to d t -ct min ral deposit in 

t · e earth . We now do it b plane . We diseoverOO. one £ th 

largest go~ min · in th wo:old just a fEWT y ars ago in 

Nevada by a plane flying at high altitude with S$n$ors. 

No long r .do people .run aro · picki with. a pick t~in 

to find wber· t-hese · eeo~ces a:re . It is just incredible 

What i go1n to ha. penf 

For e.xamp.le:, we have alr ady 1 arned . · mething . We 

already know that aorne o th a.r r lated to 

wat r temp(trature . . When w see the water tempera ures ising 

i _ the Pacific~ such as around tbe s of Jap n, a certain 

num er o d ree , you can forecas With almos certain y 

that ther-e will be a major storm, a uge tidal ,wave -or typhoon. 

Why? We don't know. We ow that th~ contro of the tempera• 

t-ure will b ba$ed ,e_ great deal on what we lea.ra f.rt>m the seas 
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an ar r gh o at the po wh we an a 1 as gi·v 

ad quat l'reather 1 ormatio an y c mpute izing 1·· , e w!ll 

'b le to 1 ~t m ch b tt ~ · W tti up two or 

lu·ee big t 1 t lle " m 1ch will take pictures 

of e earth. Your • ewspap will be ble o ha in it 

lit l ho .... o maJ,;hi ha · 

ict 

hr 

11 bri i c 1 om 

these Nimbu 

0 

w at 

an 

0 

t 

Yo w1 

0 

i 

• 

k 

at lli s h her ri h· oar 

For xam le th w a pict the 

Dulu • Iwa vis·t e of t" s l boratorie!3 

ng it bit . d 1 it cam ra down 

t Gr t Lak s, P a e head or th 

h, an b r I sa. t ict 0 th cloud 

d (l 1p 1 n or w: t he c ation m ant 

d w a' r ig my ey s. 

a l o in at local n papers and 

o o a o some o the T1 is 

of "-"0 d o a 

I thi .. th only que t 

sci n i£1 advanc t 

ar livi g in. 

th all o the 

m ki , do yo think will 

b- ab e to e? Tha s he eat is~e and t t 

i wh t mo e ·e hing i al abo t. We sure y know- v 

e s 1 ntas ic d c ry and power. I wond r 

we r e kind o pe le. Ult atel , 

t is wha it o. yo h ar people 

g ve 1 ctur bo t n I God d a n and all that sort o thing, 
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I think the more· ~ou learn about saience 1 the mol"e you learn 

about the wonders ot the \>l~rld., the greater be et you must 

ha e -· it .is a r;onrpulsion. i·t. is a neeeseity to believe there 

is some-ching mor-e in this world than jtlst material thi g ,.,. 

There has to be a scheme of hings. 'l'b.ere must be a lan. 

6 
Somehow it is inevitable . There must be a ~eater fo~o and 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 
})ower o earth that man' e o1m individual capacities. There 

8 
must b that and that 1s what I think leada eople to -spirit al 

9 
:.;•eality and spiritual experience. 

10 
I also believe that out f that knowl.edge we underst:and 

1 1 
the importance of . :uman r lations . Make no m1 tak abo\;\t it, 

12 
an elations, uman engine.ering , is very bit and mor 

13 
impo~ant as tlle e ginef)r:Lng I ha'\re m.elltion~d . What. you 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

p int, what. you say, what I do . what I say, relate-s to human 

engin$e· ing. It '".elates to forces, attitudes , tensions, hopes . 

aspira.tio~ that people may have . That- io why I believe . while 

you wouldn't nt to tak a v t on this and ~ree to 1 t • but 

whether yO'u like it or not or bali ve it or not. there is a 

e 11'1l1tWl1 ty of inte;r·e~ v between the man that sets the type, or 

p i.nts the paper, or the report r or the editor or the 
21 

ed~to~ial writer and the man that 1 in blio lit • Some 
22 

how, some ·way together " we ar all world.ng with peopl·e • 
23 

1 :fluenoing he mind, intluencing t e attitude, bri.nging 
24 

people to e r~eognitiorl of a point ot vi~w a.nd presenting 
25 

them wl th faots that -th.sy must make judgment. u,pon as to- th 
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deeiaio~s they ~ll hav in day ~o com • 

Mr. ~11lla 1 I.W . Adams • and oth r 1 ~his i · what you 

get if Y'Q'tl just Let me d:rop by . Th ra is so mueh to say and 

so m eh to d • I ow some of u may have e pacted r .would 

'be talking an matter o£ international relations" I .w:ould 

have liked to v ry m oh hut I thou.g :t you might like t know 

the work that I ha.v in .local governmenta the work in poverty , 

th Peace Cor $~ t & Cabin ~; the Na ional Security Council, 

the Spac Co ·. ell, 0 ography ·- even in t avel and 

discovering America, we ha.v the Vice Pre ide t in charge of 

what w call the Cabinet Committee . 

I have: the most exeiting job in \llashington, It 1 ~ job 

that is .fill d Wit~ espons .. bility and no authoritr. Th t 

is number o e . Numb r two, it is a job in which you ~e a 

en r l p:t ... act~tt.io r in a ery big c inic and seldom d es 

an body real y come ~ you fo~ wha~ y u call particularized 

tre tme .t . It 1s wh n you can't find a specialist or get 
/ 

to h that they c tn <:rver to the Ex~ctttive Ot ice Building, 

knock on the door ana ay, "Is D:- . Humphrey in? I tTQuld 

like to talk to him about my ,chillbia;J.na,u or something 

like that, ana we visit about whatevei" may come . 

Thank ou very much and I want to wish ou W$11 . 
(Standing Applause} 

PRESIDENT ADAMS: Thank you, Mr . Vice President. for 

the privilege of your visit to our c nte~~l Convention. It 

ha been enjoyable and rou have le.ft ua with a lot to think 

a bout ., We are thankf 1 t t you cou d come . 
(The meeting recessed at 12:40 o'eloek p.m. ) 
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