
AJ"4¥io,..,,Qj.,OF THE VICE PRESIDENT , 

WAS~INGTO~~~ ~'~ 
~~ R lliE VICE PRFSIDIP ~C-nM~~ 

G AT lliE WHITE HOOi ~ l\V~~ 
1967 s{iti-~ ~ · 

ore young Americans will be seeking work this summer of 1967 

than ever before, and as the chairman of the President's Council on 

Youth Opportunity I appeal to you for help. 

-- 2 lldon 16 to 21 year olds will fail to find a job unless 

you and other public and private leaders act. 

-- even if we do as well as we did in 1966 -- and we did well in 

than a million jobs for young people, cutting their 

rate 6.3 percent from the previous year -- total youth 

unemployment will be 10.5 percent. 

-- and for nonwhite youth, even if we do as well as last year, there ~~ 
will be 22.8 percent unemployed. 

2. In a few days you will receive a formal appeal from the President 

and from his Council on Youth Opportunity. We will be appealing also 

to the mayors, and to business, industry, labor and religious and civic 

organizations. We will ask you to lend the great prestige of your of-

fice to a national effort to open up job opportunities for these 2 million 

young people who would otherwise be idle, and frustrated -- and resentful. 

We will suggest three general steps you may wish to take: 

~ -- Form a task force at the state level of the groups I 

have mentioned plus your top state officials. This task 

force, in your name, could encour 

~ ....... 
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to open up new opportunities for summer jobs. 

-- Encourage the agencies and offices of your state govern-

ment to dig deep in order to provide new jobs for youth, just 

as we ask private employers to do. 

-- Issue a proclamation calling upon these groups to join with 

you in this effort and declaring the month of June, 1967, 
Youth Opportunity Month. 

3. We should also start now in a max1nrum effort to provide ad-

ditional thousands of children with a camping adventure -- an op

portunity to spend some time away from the crowds and heat and aimless-
ness of the city streets. The President's Council on Youth Opportunity 
will encourage a national campaign to help local groups - public and 

private - make certain that no bed in a summer camp lies emptY when a 
child of camping age is available to fill it • Your help in this effort 
too will be essential. 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

FOR YOUR BACKGROUND I~~~~TION 

(Drafts of materials for appeal 
to Governors -- not yet 
release~ but scheduled soon) 



r 
I 

i . 
i 
I , ,. 
I· 
I ; 
. i 
' : 

t ' "'. 

THE YOUTH OPPORTUNITY CAMPAIGN 

FACT SHEET 

This sun1mer, more young Americans will be search ing for 

work than have ever searched for it be fore . 

/ 

It's expected that 400 , 000 ri1ore 16 to 21 year -olds wil l enter 

th e j ob market th an did last year , pushing th e t otal in/ thi s age group 

seeking work to 12,71 4 , 000 . About 2 million of these!, o r 16 p ercent , 

will fail to find a j ob unless we do something about it . 

For son1e , not findin g a j ob will mean not returning to_ school. 

For others , _unemployment rnay mean the b eginning of a long, 

fru strating effort to become self - sufficient. 

In 1965 and 19 66 , Youth Opportunity C ampaigns were succ essful 

m finding needed extra j obs f or young people because of the whole-

h earted support and cooperat ion of business, govcrmnent , industry , 

l abor and religious and civic organizations i n this N ational effort , 

In 19 66 a lone , d espite a 16 percent incre ase in th e number of 

16 to 21 year-olds seeking work , th e numb er of youths unemployed 

was cut 6 . 3 percent from th e pr ev io •.1s y ea r, 

But, all youth did not share equally in the chan ce for a summer 

(OVER) 
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times the tinern ployment r a t e 

For nonwhite girl~ , it was a lmost as b a d; th e ir 

u nerriployment r ate was 2. 5 times th at. of whit e girl s . 

O verall , nonwhite youn g men and wo1'ne n suffered a 

23 p e rc ent u nemployrnent r a t e l as t summe r ·-- for 

white youth, it was 9 p er cent. 

If we d o as well as \Ve did i n 1966 

Total y outl1 unempl oyment .. - white and nonwhite will 

! 
b e 10. 5 p e r cent , a dr op of 0. 2 p e rcent. 

A mo:<g th e wl1ite y outh , 8 , 7 percent w ill b e u nempl oyed , 

a drop f rom 9 p e rcent l ast ye ar . 

But for nonw hite y outh , 22 . 8 p e rcent will be j oble ss . 

We are f aced with the che11l enge to d o b e tter , p a rticularly for 

those young people who i n th e p as t h ave fared th e worst . 

By a littl e extra effort , by a few rnore j obs among th e many , by 

a ~1et t"!rm in a.t ion th 2. t thi s generation wili not turn it s b <tck on prej udice , 

on d isadv2.ntage , on i gnorance a.nd on poverty , \ve c an provide. sununer 

j obs for thi s futur e An1e ri can generati on i n num b ers eqn<~l t o the 

n umbers w·ho seck th ern . 

1 9 6 7 i s th e y c ?.. r t o !:.5: l p ~1 c 1:2_ h d p t h L' rn s e:l v c s . 
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Dear Governor : 

I ne ed your help . 

THE VIC E PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

,. 

This is the third year of the Su mme r J obs fo r vJuth Campaign 
which sed's to help young peop l e of our country who \.Jant to lt e 1p 
themse lves . About 2 milli on of th ese youngsters (1 6 to 21 ) le av ing 
classrooms in J une are u m-.1illing victims of economic and educ.stional 
dis ad vantAges wltich dis a llow their co~ing in contact with opportun i
tie s t o advance themse lves . They know , and we know, that sunm~ r jobs 
c an make it possible for them to r etun't to sc:wo l in the fall and t hnt 
mec:min~ful training oppor tuniti es can set othe rs on the r oc.cl to r ea l 
c areers that \·J i 11 assure their becoming g,ood and u sefu l ci tizcns . 

As Ch airman of the Youth Opportun ity Council I em asking a ll 
governors t o lend the pn~stige of th e ir off i ces t o this vi tal effor t. 

A proc l au:ation of endorsement , re ad a t a v.1ell advertisec press 
con fe r ence \muld provicc an appropr i ate i r1auguration of the ca;npa it,n 
in your stnte . Your cont inuing , per sonA l endorsement of t his effort 
antong th e l ec-:dcrs . of the governnt '2:itt , business c?.ild l nbor c orr.mun.ities 
would certainly holster the ch ances for an even greater success i n 
1% 7. 

The c a<np.::ligns in the past he lped our young peop l e ancl our 
country . I f you \.:i ll subscribe t o this effort or i f you have othe r 
pl ans aim2d at r e 1i ev i ng t h i s prob l e::1 pleas e?. \,,ri te and l et rr:e kno·h' 
of your ef fort s so I mi gh t acknme l edge them . 

Sincere l y , 

lluLert ll . ilu~i'phre y 

Enclosure 

- . 
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MARCH, 196'/ 

Offi ce of the White IIousc Press Secretary 
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THE \VI-HTE HOUSE 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

YOUTH OPPOH.TUNITY CAMPAIGN 

• 

V{ov en into t11e national f abric arc threads th a.t weaken it th at make 

it ~s01netin1es ravel or t ear , On e of these threads i s une1nployn1 ent , 

pa 'r ticul ar ly among yot{th , 

Hundrech of thous ands of y oung people vvalk the city stre e ts and rural 

roads , in ·searcl1 of n1eaningful en1ploy1nent . Hundreds. of tl1ous.:cnds rnore 

work p art-time at tasks th a t bring th em neither monetary no::: emotiona l 

satisfaction. 

I n the l ast t wo years, we have been r eaching out t o help tl1em with 

special sumrn e r employrn ent prograrns , In 1965, the first Youth Opportunity 

C ampaign created a n1illion extra j obs for young n1en and women betwe en 

the ages of 16 and 21 , 

·We bettered that effort in 1966, when America ' s response to the need for 
11 S un1n1er Job s for Youth" produced rn~re th an a million new opportun ities , 

Now , in June 1967, t wo milJion young s t e rs Zvill join the job market \vho 

\\d.ll h ave no hdp unles s it i s our s , 1\.1 cmy of th c1n could be on their way to 

bccon1ing tomorrO\',.· ' s r epl acen1ents for the l eft--behind Arnerica.ns of today 

u nless a co:1ti.nue d effort i s n1ack by priva te i ndustry , by Ameri c<tn l abo:r, 

and by Jo c<Ll , st a t e , and Federal governr.1cnts to prevent th a t f~·om 

h appening . 

To help these youn~ s t e rs h e lp themselves I e:un asking th e Vic e Presiden t , 

as C hairman of the n c\v President ' s Counc il o n Youth Opportu n ity, to appoint 

t ask fo:·c cs of re spons ibl e l eaders in 30 maj or cities of ou r Ne<. tion , who will 

give their tirne a n d efforts to finding summer j obs and oppor tunitico-. fo r those 

you ng p eopl e \vho 1no s t n ee d h e ] j_) . 

(MORE ) 
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T heir s will b e a gr eat t ask, but th e y c ann ot do it . a lone , The y mu s t h ave 

the support and coope r a t ion of a ll ou r p eopl e . I am asking for th at 

c oope r ation n o\v , 

The Private E mpl oye r ' s RoJ:_:: 

The priva t e employer supplied th e gre a t majority of th e more th a n one 

million extra opportuniU cs l as t y ear . Again l1is h e lp i s most essential of all. 

Thou sands of srnaller bu sinesses and offices th roughou t th e l and , who 

h ave already d emons tr a t e d a w illingness to h elp in thi s endeavor , c an do so 

again , 

Governors and lvfayors , l abor union s , tr ade ass oci a tions , c1v1c and

fraternal gr ou p s , churches and colleges h a ve already dcn1ons tr a t e d th a t they 

. can fi n d extra places fo r our young citizens . Th e y c an do so a gain. 

It i s impor t ant that we b egin in1mediatcly. 

M any employers wiJl hir e ext r a h e l p dir ectly thi s summer . O th e rs will 

hire you ng persons through their l ocal state employment service offic es . 

I n either c ase , I ask th a t word of what th ey h ave done , including the name of 

the tr a inee , b e fo rwar d e d by mail to --

The Vic e Pr es id e nt of the Unite d Sta t es 

Y outh Opportunity C am p a i gn Unit 

Washington , D. C . 20500 

It w ill b e appropr ia tely acknowled ge d . 

--· 

All b oys and girls 16 thr ough 21 v-:ho want t o work th is summer , and 

who do not have assured j obs , should i mme diate ly contac t th e n·carest State 

Employment Service offi ce , If thi s i s d ifficult, \vr it c to the De p ar tment of 

L abo r , Y ou th Opportuni t y C ampaign Unit , \V ashington , D. C. 20210 . 

Th e Fed e r a l G ovcrnrnent ' s Rol e 

I arn again di recting th e go\·ernment departmen t s and 2gcncics t o l ead 

thi s c am p aign . Th ey s h ou ld make every effort t o f ind me<>.n ingfLtl v:c•rk or 

t r a ini ng opportunities this s u n1rner for young rn e ;1 and wornen . 

(MORE) 



t .. • ' ' • . 
•' . 

- 3 -

These opportunities will be given so f a r as is practicable to those boys 

ancl girls, aged 16 to 21, who need then1 mo s t because of tl1 c ir economic or 

educationa l di sadvantages. 

The young n1cn and wornen who want ·a ch ance to work ·and who arc d e nied 

th at chance cost thi s country rnore than it c a n afford. 

All America c an h e lp them help thems e lves. We do it for the sake of 

the An1eric a to com e . 

. .. -



PROCLAMATION (?t nte s ) 

~1HEREAS. the Pre sident of the United State s has aga in ca ll ed upon 
! 

all Fede r~l, State and loca l Governmenta l agenci es and departments 

and all private employe r s throughout the nation to coope r a t e in 

providing summe r emp loymen t opportuniti e s for millions of · young 

Americans leaving school in June , nnd 

• 
WH EREAS, la s t summer, the Sta t e of wns able to ---------------------
provide youths 16 thr ough 21 with--------- jobs ove r and above those 

gene r a lly provided during the summer , and 

WHEREAS, this mon t h in the State of ---------- more than -----------

young men and \•JOme n from 16 to 21 will be seeking summe r wo r k, and 

WHEREAS, our youth cons titute our future and represent our gre a t est 

resou r ce, and 

WHER EAS, summe r work experi ence is needed to provide these youths 

with tra ining in job di s cipline , futu re caree rs and earnings to make 

possible a r e turn to s chool in the f all, 

THEREFORE, I --------------' Governor of the Sta te of ___ ,do 

hereby decl a re and proclaim the month of June , 1967 YOUTH OPPORTUNITY 

MONTH, and encourage all citi zens t o join with me i n deve loping ex t ra 

work and tra ining oppor tunity this summer fo r these young Americans 

who r epr e sent our State ' s future cltl zeno and l eaders . 
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