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Mr. President, Mr . Foreign Minister , Distinguished 
Guests, Friends:~·....,.··~~-4i~ 

It is a singular pleasure for me to welcome to 
Washington the distinguished President of the Republic 
of Iceland, His Excellency Asgeir Asgeirs son . As 
a citizen from the Midwest, I have been acquainted 
since childhood with the people and culture of Iceland, 
through the many people of Icelandic origin who settled 
in Minnesota, and in North and South Dakota. 

During the past year I have had an extraordinary 
opportunity to learn about your country, because the 
United States is fortunate to have as its Ambassador 

to Iceland a distinguished former Governor of Minnesota 
and a personal friend, Ambassador Karl Rolvaag . ' 

We welcome you as the first citizen of a free and r\tclf 
democratic society, the President of a country which 
was a faunding member of NATO, a country which 
both culture and geographyhave linked closely to the 
North American continent: V{e "understand that the 
first Europeans to sight the North American continent 
carne from your country . We know that Iceland, which 
today has the highest literacy rate in the world, has 
for centuries preserved and transrnited Nordic culture, 
partly through the medium of the Icelandic saga . 
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