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VICE PRESIDE;n HU E <T HUMPHREY 

AMERICA1~ LEGION CO.·N[lTION 

BOSTO. ~ ASSACHUSETTS 
AUGUST 29, 19£)7 

d.<,_,. 

ToDAY, I AT TO TALK ITH YOU ABOUT 

VIET AM ND OUT THE AMERICANS HO HAVE SERVED 

THERE. 

'· E HAVE TODAY I THIS R00.1, AND H THIS 

COUNTRY, A ,ew GENERATIO OF VETERANS-- VETERANS 

OF THE \'IAR lN VI ETN f, SIX HUNDR D THOUSAND F 

THEM HAVE RETURNE TO THE UN ITED STATES WITHIN THE 

PAST YEAR. T ERE WILL BE THREE-QUARTERS OF A 

Mll.LIQN MORE IN THE YEAR AHEAD, 
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. THEY RETURN FROM HHAT IS SURELY THE 

MOST FRUSTRATING AND DIFFICULT WAR THIS NATION 

HAS EVER FOUGHT IN lTS LONG DEFENSE OF FREEDOM, 

IT IS A LIMITED WAR, A WAR IN WHICH 

POLITICAL AND MILITARY REQUIREMENTS ARE 

INEXTRICABLY MIXED AND OFTEN CONTRADICTORY, 
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fT IS A .. AR H RE FIGHTIN11 iD UllDlN * 

DfYELOPMENT AND D£STRUCTION 0 HA~O IN HAND. 

IT IS A AR IN HICH THE RESTRAINT AN 

JUD~EtT OF THIS GREAT TIO. ARE El TE"TED AS 

UCH AS J TS PO • 

HI 'EW >;ff ERATI 0;' Of VETERA·~S RETU • TO 

• AT 1 ON WHERE THE E ·~ fMOUS COt PL£X.l Tl ES OF THE W R THEY 

HA FOU iT RE REFLEC1ED lt IVIDED OPINIONS A~iG 

TH£ ~£ 1 CA.i PU ll C t ow; ESS • 

THE GRE T JORITY OF "E IC «S SUPPORT OUR 

EFFO T. OME 0 NOT. 

As A RESULT~ 1 FEAR, THO £ B Avr:: VeTERANS 

RETUR~ T TO A WELL •DE · RVED HE 1 WELCOME., OT TO 

TRl UMPHAL PA AllES AND T 

THE SOU' OF A G EAT D. OC AcY RATJ G ITS POLICIES, 
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lfli THIS CO PL£X '·l R HE NO LES'"' -- A PERH. P THEY ARt: 

GRE TER - ... TU/Ut T.tOSE OF ANY OTH R Ot;hERATJON OF 

TH£ DERT OF GRATIT DE OWED TiiEM BY THO E 

~HO STAY BEHIND IS t-0 LES ECAU"'E THE WA lS COMPLEX--

IT I R· TER. 

, Ui fifE *"EBT ELO 5 Nn LESS TO TH SE WHO 

OPPOSE 0 R POLlCIE TH TO THO-S · HO UPP RT Tr-1£.1. 

lF iYTHJ G TH £BT I GRE TER F R TH E 40 DISSENT~ 

FOR THOSE lGHTI ·a ME H VE uEE . EFE DING THE ESSE CE 

OF · E OCRACY, THE • lGHT TO Dt FF . • 

PRESIDEtlT KENNEDY ONCE SAID, • N TION REVEALS 

ITSELF OT ONLY Y THE MEH IT PRODUCES SUT ALSO BV TiE 



I T ERE ANY AM£R1C N 0 noes OT H toR 

THO E WHO HAVE FOUGHT IN VIETNN4? J THE E ANY 

\H£Rl CA 0 ~RR TH T J l S NOT P OUll 0 THOSE 

. HO OBLY SERVE Tt E I CO TRY? H.OP 1l ELIEVE MOT. 

.. JUT I A . TO SAY T DAY, FRO •. THE TTO. OF 

Y HEART# T THOSE WHO A - OU HT SO ELL J • VI TNA<~: 

t1 ,T YO HAVE DONE. Yo R N Tl N I P OU Of 

YOUr WE ARE ~PLY G TEFUL. 

0 00 NOT TA E THE OU OF EMOC CY t 

ACTIO AS THANKLE SHESSI T KE THE.>t AS PROOF THAT TiiE 

fHTED ST TES EH JNS ORTHY OF YOUR SACRIFICE. 

Yo R lNlSTP.ATIO • FUL.LV ~ECt GNIZE IT DEBT 

TO YOU, . t'D TO VETERA OF EVERY · R. PrtE ICE Jmmso ~ 

RECE TL.Y AID# " UR SOVERNW .. NT • OU PEOPL HAVE NO 

GREATER 0 .LlG . TIO T AN TO ASSU"' THAT THOSE .;Ho dAVE 

SER \; T. E R COUNTRY AD TH· C OF FREED WILL -EVER 

E F RGOTTER 0 ~EGLECTE .• 
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TA Pno· R SS U I ~ 

THE LAST TWD f£l<S lN THE FIELD OF E t.OYKE 4 OPPO U JTJES 

AN I. VETER. 's BE, EFITS £NERALLY. 

OwE IUM Rf THOUSAND OF THE VETc S 0 AVE 

E U r E TO H TED St T S 1 TIH T E ST 12 . ORT J 

HAVE HAC DifFICULTY FlNl:>lNG JOBS. 

IT I . THI iKARLE THAT THOSE M£ SHOULD n 

DEPRIVED OF : OP ORTU~: lTV TO Ell N A LIVlHG; A D IT 

LE AT T lR KILLS AND E ERGlES 

HOULD NOT BE UTiliZE». 

· N AUGUST }4, THER FORE, PRES I DEHT JOHNSO · 

INSTR CT D S£cR:TARY OF OR ILLAR !J~TZ TO E TABLIS 

A NJ TIO I P oc- ~' OF P R 0 ALlZED E 1 LOY!,... T SERVICE 

T · I iS1IR;:. THAT EV RY R TVR II fi VETER ~ MAS AN 0 PO TU, JTY 

;;;--

: ER AFT EACti AND EVERY RETUR I HG VETERAN 

ILL E fEaSPHALLY C T CTED Y A REP ESENT TIV · OF A 
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PUSLtC eMPLOYMENT SE VICE FFICE., HOSE JO IT 'diLL 

€ TO PROVIDE J DIVJDU LLY TAILOR D JOB-Ft. lNG 

ASS1STAUCEe THAT EPRESENT TIVE -'ILL OFFER COUUSELING 

A~ D TEST I G., EFER VETERANS TO A I d NG PAOSRA.1S • 0 

PROVl E AfY OTH"R SERVICE WHICH. tt..L INSURE THAT EVERY 

VETERAN ftT ~ JOB IS PR "ttPTLV EMPLOYED. 

H£ THE GOOD NEWS IS TtJAT THE VETERA 's 

PE SION ND i ADJUST E T J.\CT OF 1 67 ~ PASSED BY CoNGRESS 

LAST lsnNESDAY IS NO¥ u • T 1 s AcT. UNANIMOUSLY 

Twt NEW CT ROVl s: 

-- fH£ SAr"E FULL W TU·C ·ENEF l TS TO THOSE 

GALLANT Mtf WHO VE WA ~D TijE DlFFICULf 

STRUGGLE IN VIET A~ IT HA, PR VIDED FOR 

VET .RAJS OF PREVIOUS ARSI ¥~ 



---... 

-- 5,4 PERC£ T CO T OF LIVt G I«CR~\SE TO 

l.L4 MILLION DISABI..ED V·TERAN , . IOOWS MD 

DEPENDEfiTS # I GRE:ATE.f< l CREJ\., f.3 FOR 1 i)(.'l'f 

IN THE LOWER lNCO:'t£ CJ\TEGO IES: 

-INCREASES OF UP TO ""~ PERCE~T I~ U·SISTANCE 

LLOW ~CES FOfi VETERANS IN COLLEGE I 

-- Fut..t EDtJCAT10ttAL SSISTANC£ FO THO E 

VET ERA _ WHO NE D TO COMPLETE M 1 GH SCHOOl. 

U)TER WITtOUT R£DUCI G £ EFITS THEY AY/WISH TO 

USf. FOR COLLEGE; 

- SUPPORT FOR . PPRE iT I CESHl P AN!l ON-T'ri JOB 

TR ININ" • 

THERE , RE MANY OTHER PROVISIONS DE lGNt:D TO ERASf 

I EQ ITtE IN PREVIOUS LEGISLATIO • 

THIS LEGl l TIO tAV STILL f''OT :liE E OUGHa IT 

. Y WT ERA~E ALL 1 I ' UlTIES1 IT . AY NOT PR VIDE. ALt .. THE 

OPPORTU1 1TlES IT SHC\tlD, 
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IF THAT I$ THE C .E , E SHOULD ~OW WHAT ELSE ST 

i ME IN .,J UARY HEP WE AVE THE REPORT OF PREStD ~fT 

JOHNSON' s Bt.U£ HlBBO' YANEL 0\4 VETERANS FFAIRS , ~HICH 

IS OW CO muCTJHG A tiATJOtt- IDE , RA - R T TUDY OF 

VETERA·§ ' PR~BLE1 • 

J PL.~DGE TO YOU TH T THIS r\DMl NI TRATt 1!4 ~ 

WHI H fiA INCREASED ITS UOO ... TAR'f RE JESTS FOR V ... 

PRO~ itS AN AVERAGE OF 3U~ r-ILLIOH DOLlARS A YEAR 

INCE 1 D~ IS NOT GOING TO STOP R • :E. ILL ?OT 

RE T UUTI L £;. HAV D 1 £ L.l ~E T OPE OOOR~ OF 

OPPORTUftiTY FO 1£ RET1J, NHtG \fETERA ~ ~ AND TO CARE FOR 

TriE F~11Ll~S OF THOSE DO HOT RETO r~ • 

THAT lS OUR l"TRNTION , THAT 1S OUR LEDGE . 

AfD THIS lS TiiE LEAST THIS 'ATION CAN DO FO r· SE 

FEW WHO SERVE THE • Y I ~ UC'i ~ULL t...,ASURE • 

• * • 
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,.ow , AS TO VIETNAH ITSELf. 

HE DElATE lH OUR COUNTRY -- THE DEBATE 

1 REFERRED TO A HOMEN AGO -- HAS TAKEN AS ITS FOCUS 

THE N Teo Al ELECT I Otl WHICH W J ll TAKE PLACE 1 N SOUTH 

VJET Aft ITHH . FE DAV.S . 

'E HAVE HE RD CHARGES Y PROMlt ENT AMERICANS 

THAT THE ,...LECTION WILL BE A •FRAUD• ~ A "FARCE• , • • 

THAT THE RESULT HAS ALR DY EE FIXED ••• 4(D THAT THE 

£PUBLIC OF SOUTH VtETNA IS THEREFO E . OT ORT»Y OF 

CONTI U D AMERICAN UPPO T. 

t .0 ONE WHO HEA S Tli fiE CHARGES CAr. HEAR THEM 

C "\PLACEMTLY OR WITHOUT GIVING THEM FULL TTENTION. 

foR, AS A PEOPLE HO BELIEVE IN THE DE OCRATIC PROCESS,. 

.E AAE REPEllED BY THE IDEA THAT THAT PROCESS 1I GHT BE 

SU VERT:ED -- ESPECIALLY IN A PLAC W E E SO MANY .~TER ICAN 

UVES AND RESOURC S HAVE EEN COf-1l ITTED, 
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ToDAY I WOULD U KE TO SH RE IT YOU l· . THOUG TS 

ABOUT T E FORTHCOMING ELECTION A D ABOUT THE CHARGES 

THAT HAVE EEN MAllE, 

FIRST* tAY 1 S Y THAT TH ELECT I Of C PAll! 

Hi SoUTH VIETNAM OOES NOT RESEMBLE ONE IN AVENPORT.~ 

IOWA - OR SHOULD WE EXPECT IT TO. THE PEOPLE 

OF Sour VIET. A · HAVE COME EXPERIENCE WITH THE 

DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES T THE VILLAGE LEVEL. UT THEY 

ARE tNEXPERIE CEO IN SUCH JNGS AS A N TIONAL 

ELECTIOf CN1PAlGt , 

THEY ARE AL ~ O TRVI G TO CONDUCT T T CAMPAIGN 

lN THE MIDST OF A MILITARY CONFLICT AND JN THE FACE OF 

TERROR! " AND ASSASSINATIO Y THE FORCE OF THE VrET 

CoNS~ WHICH lAVE ASAP 11 OBJECTIVE THE U:DERMI NG 

OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, So THINGS ARE UQ! TIDY AND 

ORDERLY, ] EV ARE COfFUS£D AND DISORDERLY, 



A OOD EXAMPlE OF THAT CPl1E A FEW DAYS AGO --

WHEN A PLA~E CARRYING SEVER L NON-GOVER~~ NT CAfDtDATES 

TO A POLITICAL RALLY WAS DIVE TED TO ANOTHER AI PORT 

llECAUSE OF WEATHER CO DITIONS, , ECAU E OF TrU , THE 

SMALL CROWD AT THE ORIGINAL DESTH ATIO MISSED THE 

CAN IDATE a 

f.!ow IF THIS WERE TO HAPPEN I TrL U HTED STATES -

AND IT AS -- IT WOULD BE THE SU IECT FOR SOME UMOR 

0' THE fiuWTLEY-BR JNKlEY ',EPO .. T • , D1 T THE INI , A 

Nat PAPER COLUM i SY ART BUCHWALD OR ·1Y FRIENDS EVANS 

A1'D r-iOVAK a leAN ·sEE IN .V H1D 1 S EVE TrtE HE.ADLI ES: 

"'t ms BLow, HuaPH EY xsses C owD AT fiALLv• oR •uHJ 

PLAl E IVERTED: OePs , SoRRY ·~Ro W'i Ax PoRr• oR EVEN 

i'OW I . HAPP NS TtiAT THER ERE SEVERAl A:1ERICAN 

OBSERVERS WHO WlTNE . ED TH T INCIDENT IN VIETNAM. THEY ~ . 
I 

~ / 
REPORTED T fAT THE H4D WAS BLOWING, TH ' t THE CANDIDATES' 

PLANE ~ DlV RTED, AND THAT THE S ALL CROWD AS EMBLED MlSSED " 

.~'4· 
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THEY ALS REPORTED THAT £VtRAL OF TH CANDIOATES 

ON THE PLANE, WHEN THEY FOU D THEMSELVES STRAN ED AT 

TrlE ROWS AIRPORT WITHOUT ANY VOTERS, ~ERE L.ESS TH N 

PLEA Elh 

So . AT DID THAT INCIDENT BECO"E FOR SEVERAL 

CRITICS HERE AT HO~ E OF THE cOUTl VIETr'AMESE GOVERNME T 

AtiD OF OUR HfVOLVEMENT I J VtETtlAM? IT BECA.~ DEEP 

PLOT BY TH£ EGIME TO UND£RHIHE THE OPPO ITIO CANDIDATES. 

lT ECk"tE A SUBJECT FOR SPEECHES AND PUBLIC DENUHClATIOf4S . 

IHAVE 0 DOUBT THAT THt. CRITICS SPOKE OUT IN 

GOOD FAITH. J HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THEIR CONCERN WAS 

GE IN€. 

UUT l WOULD ASK THIS: 
11 EN T~E STAKES ARE SO 

HIGH ••• 111/HE~ IT lS so t PO T'-ttT THAT TriE t\MERICAN 

PEOPlE K~OW WHAT IS AN IS OT GOING ON I VIETNAM~ WOULDN'T 

IT H VE BEEN A GOOD IDEA TO CHECK THE FACTS? ..,.... 
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·HAT RE TH€ FACTS CONCERN IN THI EL CTto·~? 

lu JANUARY 1966 - SEVEf~ MONTHS AFTER A SU lNG 

PO ER -- PRU-1E tlt,USTER KY A NOUNCED HIS GOVERNMENT'S 

INTENTION TO SEEK CONSTITUTIONAL, REPRt:'SENTATIVE GOV RN. ENT 

Y THE END OF 19 7, THAT SCHEDULE HAS BEEN ADHERED TO. 

IN SEPTEMBER OF ALAST YEAR, ELECTIONS WERE 

CARRIED OUT FOR A CONSTITUE T ASSEMBLY TO DRAFT A 

CONSTITUTION, Jr THOSt ELECTIONS SOME 532 CANDIDATES 

COMPETED fOR 117 SEATS. SOME 4.3 MilLI04 PEOPLE VOTE& -

OR OVER 80 PER CENT OF THOSE REGt.TERED --DESPITE 

CALCULATED TERROR AND DlSRUPTJO ON TiiE PAP.T OF THE 

VIET Co G, 



-13-

THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT PR MULGATED TH T 

CONSTITUTIO. WITHOUT CHANGE ON AP IL 1 OF THIS YE R. 

IN ACCORDA~CE WITH THE TRAN ITJONAL PROVJSliNS 

OF THE NEW CON TlTUTlON, THE ASSFJ1BLY REPARED DRAFT 

ELECTIO LAWS FO THE PRESIDENTIAL AtlD LEGISLATIVE 

ELECTIO S. THESE LAWS PROVIDE FOR All NORMAL SAFEGiJARDS 

FOR A FR E ELECTIC , INCUJDitiG FULL AND EQUAL 

REPRESENTATION .y ALL CANDIDATES IN C . PAICN ACTIVITIES, 

IN VOTE-COUNTING AND ElECTION SuPERVISION, 

0 SEPTE1BER 3 -- NEXT 'EEK-- PRESIDENTIAL A D 

UPPER rtoUSE ELECTIO S tHLL E HELD, lOWER HouSE 

ELECTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE OCTOBER 22 , 

foR THE PRESIDEUTIAL ELECTION, 19 -- YES, NO 

LESS THAt 19 SLATES FILED, ONE ORO PEO OUT At-rill SEVEN 

WERE DISQUALIFIED BY THE ASSE~LV (NOT BY HE RULING 

DIRECTORATE), FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS UNDER THE 

ELECTED t SSEMBL'f'S OWN GROUND RULES. THIS LEAVES 11 

SLATES I i THE RUN JNG, 
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foR THE UPPER HOUSE# 6-4 SLATES FILED. OF 

THESE~ 16 WE E DISQUALIFIED FOR FAILING TO MEET 

REQUIRE ENTS Of THE ELECTIO LAW. THIS LE VES 48 SlATES 

iE1<l INING1 OR 480 CANDIDATES, OFFERl G A WIDE CKOISE 

OF PERSO S FROM Al.L SECTS AND 0 -COM: UNI T POLITICAL 

PERSUASJO, ~ FOR THE 60 S£t~ATE SEATS, 

IN ADDITION TO THESE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 

ATHTHE N TlONAL LEVEL# ELECTIONS HAY£ AlSO fEN TAKING 

PL CE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. LECTIONS FOR VILLAGE COmiClLORS 

WERE HELD ON SUCCESSIVE SUUDAYS IN APRIL. SOME 77 PER CENT 

OF THE REGI TERED ELECTORATE lH THE VILLAGES VOTED.--

SOM 2,5 MltLI N PEOPLE. 

THERE WERE 12.719 CANDIDATES FOR THE 8,948 

SEATS ON THES COU.lCILS, THE VIET Cor G RESPONDED TO 

THE VILLAGE ELECTIONS Y TI1REATENING VOTERS AND BY KILLING 

12 A D KIDNAPI·:G 31 CANDIDATES, 
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!N fAY A ll JUNE ELECTIO S \1ERE HElD ON 

SUCCESSIVE SUtDAYS FOR HAMLC:T CHIEFS, SO.""tE 78 ER CENT 

OF THOSE REGISTeRED FOR THESE lECTIOt'.JS VOTED -- SOME 

2.3 liLLIO' PEOPLE~ SO!U~ 4,47v HAMLET CHI -FS •n 507 

ASSISTANT HAMLET CHIEFs WERE ELECTED FROM 10fiG 11,643 

CANDIDATE • THE VIET CONG HARRJ\SSED VOTERS .~D POLLING 

PLACES AS ASSINATE TWO HAMLET CHIEFS. nY THE 

END OF THIS YEAR ABOUT HALF OF SoUTH VIET~ M'S AMLETS 

WILL HAVE iELD ELECTIONS F R TH IR LOCAL L.EADERS"HP, 

t( W, IN THE IMPORTA, T PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

THERE IS MO OUESTIOJII TH.AT T E TtUEu-V Y TICKET ENJOYS 

AN AD~AGE RECAUSE IT l$ IN PQl. ER , • UEC USE IT IS BY 

FAR THE EST K. OWM OF THE 11 PRESIDENTIAL SLATES , .. AND 

BECAUSE ITS OPPOSITION I DIVIDED AND FRAG ENTED. 

YET , ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS FILED BY OUR DIPLOMATIC 

ND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES IN SOUTH VIETNAM.- THEIR ELECTION IS 

Y ·o iS A SURF. THING, 
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THE E HAS BEEN CRITICISM HERE, AND IN SOUTH 

VIETNAM, OF PRESS CENSORSHIP, BuT SINCE JULY 21 THERE 

HAS BEEN NO CENSORSHIPI NUMEROUS ARTICLES HAVE EEN 

PUBLISHED WHICH ARE CRITICAL OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENTJ 

AND ALL CANDIDATES' VIEWS HAVE BEEN GIVEN COVERAGE. 

THERE HAVE BEEr,' CLAJ,-15 THAT Sot~E OF THE 

CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN HARRASSED. YET~ OUR OBSERVERS CAN 

FIND NO SOLID EVIDENCE OF TiiiS, THE GOVERKMENT OF 

SOUTH VIETNAM -- PERHAPS BECAUSE OF EXPRESSED CONCERN 

ON THIS POINT -- HAS GONE BEYOND THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

TO SEE THAT EACH CANDIDATE HAS GOTTEN A FULL HEARING, 

FREE TRANSPORTATION (NOT REQUIRED BY LAW)~ FREE 

RADIO-TV TIME, AND EVEN CAMPAIGN FUNDS HAVE BEEN PROVIDED 

TO EACH CANDIDATE. POSTERS AND LEAFLETS FOR EACH 

CANDIDATE HAVE :SEEN PR NTEO AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE, 

t'EEDLESS TO SAY, THESE ARE THINGS THAT IN THE UNITED STATES 

WOUlD BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH CANDIDATE TO DO FOR 

HIMSELF, 
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iiHAT HAVE BEEN TiiE ISSUES I THE CAMPAIGN? 

~UCH OF THE CAMPAIGNI 'G HAS FOCUSED ON CRITICI M OF 

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE T H 1 ElJ-KY TICKET. 

THERE HAS BEEN GOOD DEAL OF DEBATE ON 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOP ·tENT - AND ON THE BEST w ... Y 

TO FIND PEACE. 

MOST OF THE CAtDIDATES ADVOCATE NEGOTIATIO S 

HANOI AND SOi·lE ACCEPT THE IDEA OF INFORMAL 

DISCUSSIONS WITH THE VIET Corm, HoWEVER,. IT IS NOT 

SURPRISING THAT TfiE CANDIDATES' lNDIVI UAL PERS()NALITIES 

SEEM TO BE PLAYING AS 1"1PORTANT A ROLE AS ANYTHING ELSE • 

. ~HAT IS OUR INTEREST n~ nus ELECTION? 

THERE IS RO DOUBt #E HAVE A STAKE lN IT. 'IE 

HAVE ALWAYS DELIEVED -- AND THE DOCUMENTS AND BROADCASTS 

SHOW THAT H&fiQI BELIEVES -- THAT A POPULARLY-ELECTED, 

R£PRE E T TIVE GOVERNME 'T IN SAIGON WOULD BE A POWERFUL 



AND POSITIVE ANTIDOTE TO THE PRESSOR , TERROR A D 

PROPAGANDA OF THE VIET CONG, 

AND WE At:) A GOVER ENT ~tHAVE MADE IT CRYSTAL 

CLEAR THAT, IN OUR VIEW. ANY SUBVERSION OF THE 

ELECTROAL PROCESS ••• ANY 0-NIAL OF THE CHA C£ OFOR 

SELF-GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH VIETNAM WOULD BE A SETBACK 

o, THE ROAD TO PROGR SS HD TO PEACE, 

lAST WEEK f RE I OENT JOHNSON APPOINTED 

DlSTtNGUlSHED GROUP OF ··ER ICANS -- A CRO S-SECTION OF 

THE LEADERSHIP COMMUNITY IN THIS COUNTRY (INClUDING, 

AS YOU KNOW, YOUR FORMER COfotMANDER) -- TO GO OUT TO 

SOUTH VtETHAM AND TAKE A FtRST-H ~D LOOK AT THE ELECTIONS 

ON HIS BEHALF AND ON BEHAlF OF TfE flMF.:RICAU PEOPLE, 

OTHER NATIONS ARE ALSO SEHDIN:G 0"8SERV£RS --

INCLUDING JAPAh USTRALIA, lAos, 'EW ZE LAND, ilElGIU~t, 

TURKEY, AND THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA so FAR. 
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AND THE ELECTION WILL OF COURSE BE OBSERVED 

AND COVERED BY HUNDREDS OF • •lERl CAN AND OTHER REPORTERS. 

nUT UNTIL THOSE REPORTS COME IN, I SUGGE T 

THAT IT IS TU1E FOR S 1 E RESTRAJ T AN SOME APPLICATION 

OF A SENSE OF PERSPECTIVE Y THOSE WHO WOULD PRE-JUDGE 

THOSE ELECTIONS , 

I THINK, IN SHORT ~ IT l~ TIME FOR A MORATORIUM 

ON ifASTY IMPRESSIONS At~D GALLOPHh, CONCLUSIONS, 

I THINK, IT I TIME TO lATCH, TO WAIT, AND 

TO LISTEN, * • • 

FINALLY, MAY I AY THIS: 

EVEtt IF riEXT WEEK' ELECTIONS PROVE TO BE AN 

UNOUALI FlED TRI Ut1PH FOR POPULAR GOVERN ENT • • • EVEN I F 

THE STERNEST OF TH£ SKEPTICS IS ?ROVED COMPLETELY WRONG, 

THOSE ELECTIONS WILL BE ONLY ~~E 10RE TORTUOUS STEP •• 

AN H1PORT NT TEP, TO BE SURE -- ON THE ROAD TO PEACE 

1 r~ Vt ETNAr"\. 
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foR 'IE ARE DE LING THERE WITH STRUGGLE THAT 

HAS BEE YE RS hi THE MAKING Ar·m THAT JS BEING WAGED 

.IOT JUST MILITARILY; BUT ABOVE LL, S CIALLY, POLITICALLY. 

ECONOMICALLY AND PSYCHOLOGICALLY, 

A D ARE DEALINS WITH AN ADVERSARY 1HO --

1\CCORDI 'G TO LL OUR INFORMt\TJO -- STILL GENUINELY :BELIEVES 

THAT TIME IS Of HIS SID.; •,, AND ADVER ARV t1HO, DESPITE 

HIS ILITARY €T AC FTER SETll CK, STILL _ELIEVES THAT WE 

MUST ULTIMATELY TIRE AND WITHDRA'tl, A ~D THAT 15 WHY 

HE WILL NOT CO!'tE T THE CONFERENCE T LE, 

OUR HEARTS CRY OUT AT T E H ! H A~D ~ TERIAL 

L.OS~ WE SEE IN VtETNAl'·1, At.L OF US DE PE ATELY ANT 

AN Ei"nJ TO THE TRUGGL.E, 

BUT, DESPITE THESE FEELINGS .. <IE HAVE 0 CHOICE 

BUT TO PERSEVE E, CHOOSING NEIT'iE T~E .. ASY CHOICES ~Df 

SSIVE £SCA TI0!4 OR OF WITHDRAWAL# BUT STICKING HTH 

THE DIFFICULT UT NECESSARY BIDDLE COURSE }'JHICH CAN 

FINALLY RING THE CONFLICT TO A PEACEFUL END. 
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!'0, WE DO t•OT SEEK TO DESTROY THE NATION OF 

NORTH VlETNAi'1 OR TO THREATEN THE SAFETY AND $0VEREI ,NTY 

OF HER ALLIES , 

.io, \'lE WILL NOT ABANDON THE NATION OF SOUTH 

VJETNAI'1 AND JEOPARDIZE THE SAFETY AND SOVEREIGNTY OF 

OUR ALLIES AND OF THE NEW AND INDEPENDENT STATES ALONG 

THE RIM OF AsiA. 

We llll,. KEEP TIRELESSLY, DAY- Y- DAY, AT THE 

BUSINESS OF , EETIN6 AND DEfEATU G THE ENE~W FORCES , , , 

OF BUILDING SECURITY AND A uETTER STANDARD OF LIVING IN 

THE VtETNA.t1ESE COUNTRYSIDE , •, OF DOING WH T rJt: CAN TO 

NURTURE STABLE, DEMOCRr- TJC GOIERNf1Et4T ", OF TIRELESSLY 

SEEKING HONORABLE NEGOTIATION , UNTil ONE DAY OUR 

ADVERSARY REALIZES THAT TIME IS NQl ON HIS SIDE . 

1 HAVE TALKED FIRST-HAND AND FACE-TO- FACE WITH 

THE LEADERS AND THE PEOPLE OF THE NATIONS OF NO COMMUN IST 

SoUTHEAST ASIA . ~ ITHOUT EXCEPTION, THIY HAVE TOLD ME THAT. 
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IF ·,E F ll AND \"/lTHDRAW IN VtET. A,4, THEY CAMP OT HELP 

BUT FEAR FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE IN THE 

FUTURE. AND THE PRESSURES WOULD BE GREAT FOR THEM TO 

COME TO ACCOMMODATIOtt WITH THOSE WHO WOULD HAVE THEIR 

~lAY IN ASIA BY SUBVERSION Am FORCE. 

Ju THE HEANTIME THESE NATIONS ARE STRIVING, 

INDIVIDUALLY AND TOGETHER. TO USE THl Tl 1E TO 

STRENGTHEN THEMSELVES. 

lEE KUAN YEW, THE NO ALIGNED PRIME MINISTE 

OF SHIGAPORE, SU E IT UP HEN HE S ID RECE TLY: 

•1 FEEL THE F TE OF ASIA -- SoUTH AND 

Sour· EAST A tA ·- WILL BE DECIDED IN THE NEXT FEW 

YEARS BY WHAT HAPPENS OUT ltl VJETNA1.• 

tfliAtiY ftt-,ERI CANS SELl EVE THIS IS NOT SO, THAT 

IS THEIR P IVILEGE. 

I HAVE REASO TO l>ELIEVE THAT WH T THE 

PR1'1E f11N1STER OF INGAPORE# AND OTHER ASIAN LEADERS, 

HAVE SAID, ~~y BE TRUE, 
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!N AtiY CASE, I BELIEVE THE RISKS ARE FAR TOO GRE T 

TO ACT ON ANY OTHER ASSUMPTION·, 

To BELIEVE OTHERdlSE, NO TO BE PROVED WRONG, 

WOULD GO DOWN AS ONE OF THE MASSIVE BLUNDERS IN HISTORY, 

So We MUST PERSEVERE. 

AND AS 'fE DO I HOPE YOU WILL GIVE OUR BRAVE 

MEN AND WOMEN IN VIETNM~# SOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN ••• 

THE STRUGGLING NON-(OMr'1UNIST NATIONS SEEKH G THEI R 

WAY IN SoUTHEAST ASIA ••• AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

UN ITED STATES YOUR PRAYERS AND YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE 

SUPPO. T. 

iJ fJ .~ 
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