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1 And that is what we are trying to do. 

2 Oh, I know progress costs something. It costs a lot 

3 of money. It costs heartache. But so does hard core unemploy-

4 ment cost something, preventable disease, inadequate education 

5 that prevents a young man or woman from earning or even hoping. 

6 I don't happen to believe that the American people 

7 or American public is penny wise and people foolish, to use 

8 Adlai's words. 

9 I think that this rich nation with its liberal 

10 
traditions is ready to bring those now included into the main 

II 
stream of American soc.iety, and that is what we are trying to 

12 
do. 

13 
, We are not only trying to open up the gates of 

14 
opportunity, we are extending the hand of fellowship, help peopl 

15 
walk through those gates. 

16 
Might I remind you that many people who have been the 

victims for years of discrimination and of poverty, not only the 17 

poverty of the purse, but poverty of the spirit, the poverty 18 

19 
of despair, of hopelessness, of frustration; that those people 

sometimes need more than just to .be told that the law has been 20 

21 
changed. Sometimes they need the helping hand of a good neighbo, • 

22 Sometimes they need the encouragement of a friend. 

23 And above all, they need the acceptance, the acceptance of the 

24 
people of the United States. 

25 Civil rights and law is one thing, and human rights 
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1 and law is another thing. But civil rights and human rights 

2 in practice, in thought and deed is the only hope that the poor 

3 people of this land have to become a part of the first class 

4 citizens in this republic, and I ask you to help them again in 

5 that noble objective because, you see,I think we are ready to · 

6 complete or move ahead with democracy's house, and it is going 

7 to be done by the party . of Franklin Roosevelt, of Harry Truman, 

8 of John Ke~nedy and Lyndon Baines Johnson. 

9 They know how to ' build this house of democracy, with 

10 your help. 

11 Now, what is your job? I want to talk a little 

12 practical politics to you for a moment. Our job is to keep peopl~ 

13 in this party, not to drive them out. That is where you start. 

14 The first · duty of a responsible political leader is 

15 to learn to respect the other fellow's point of view, both 

16 points of view. 

17 And her.e is a political axiom that you ought to 

18 remember. · "If you don't believe in yourself, your party, your 

19 president ; how do you expect to convince others to believe in yo lr 

20 party, your president or yourself." Take your stand. 

21 Or shall I put it more simply, and I have done it in 

22 one hundred and one places, '"Don't put poison in the well from 

23 whence you are going to have to drink." I hope you understand 

24 this. 

25 Leave it to the opposition. They have got bags full 
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. 1 of that kind of political poison. Take your stand for what we 

2 fight for and what we work for. This is our job as a party and 

3 as political leaders. 

4 Now, this coalition of retreat that has threatened 

5 the homefront, but is not being successful, thank goodness, is 

6 also threatening the international front. 

7 And may I make it crystal clear there is not the 

8 possibility of a successful foreign policy without a spccessful 

9 9-omestic policy. 

10 Your foreign policy is a project of the vitality, 

11 the purpose, and the philosophy of a people and a nation. Now, 

12 the coalition of retreat on foreign policy is, in a very real 

13 sense, bipartisan and non-partisan. It runs from the far right 

14 
to the far left. And its objectives are not at all homogeneous. 

15 The retreaters will have trouble settling on any 

16 one Presidential candidate who will suit all the divisional 

17 feuds of the world. They are going to have 'some difficulty. Bu 

18 I think I can ·help t .hem simplify their choice. 

19 Now, those who think that America is involved in the 

20 world for keeps, and who want this nation to play a role of firm 

21 and .creative leadership, they have a candidate. He is on the 

22 job. And his name is Lyndon Johnson, President of the United 

23 States. 

24 By the way, how did you like the way he took care of 

25 things yesterday at that press conference? 
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1 Those who want to let the - world settle the issues of 

2 war and peace, of development and starvation without full 

3 
American participation will have to find themselves another 

4 
candidate. 

5 But I don't think the majority of the American people 

6 
are ready to scrap liberal trade policies and economic growth 

7 around the world and return to the days of isolationism. I 

8 doubt if they will be satisfied, for example, with the foreign 

aid authori~ation p:tssedlast week that amounted to ·less than 9 

one-third of one percent of our gross national product which, 10 

in the words of President Johnson, reduces the margin of hope 11 

to a danger point. 
12 

13 
No, I don't think the American people want that. 

I think the American people agree with that late and beloved 14 

Pope John XXIII who said, "Where there ·is constant want, there 15 

is no peace." Or maybe with Pope Paul VI who said, "Development 16 

is the new word for p~ace." 17 

18 
You see, the cry for peace is more than just a parade 

or a march or a placard. 'rhe scriptures say, "Blessed are the 19 

peacemakers," not the talkers, the walkers or the marchers, but 20 

plessed are the peacemakers and ' that comes through the hard 21 

f-tork of developing an American s.o.ciety that is just, that is 22 

productive, that is based upon equity and equality. 23 

24 
That comes through the hard work of a Peace Corps, 

25 
pf a foreign aid program, .of a technical assistance program, yes, 
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even of collective security. 

You see, they are the issues of national security 

and national development which are one and inseparable. 

Then there is the issue of America's role in Asia 

which, I know, is foremost in your thinking and concern. And I 

mean all of Asia, not just Vietnam. 

I have been to that part of~e world as your Vice-

President four times. 

Much of my background as a teacher, a student, and 

a man in public life was oriented, like most of us. It is from 

Europe that most of our families come. We are the children, in 

many instances, of Europe. 

But there is also the reality of what a very famous 

Republican said, "One world," and we are a part of it. 

Oh, I know there are those that would like to stop 

this world and get off, and I have a few that I would like to 

accommodate. But I regret to say it is not possible. 

I recently returned from a visit to three of the 

Asian nations, South Vietnam, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

I have been to sixteen of the free nations of Asia 

i n my service as Vice-Pre·sident. Now, some of these nations 

have tte1r own character. There isn't any such thing as just As~a 

They are the nations and the people and the cultures of Asia. • 

But all of these nations, and indeed, the three that 

I visited this time in particular, share two vital common 
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1 denominators. 

2 First, there is past and present resistance to Asian 

3 communist subversion and aggression; covert and overt. 

4 Might I say in all sincerity and in kindness, 

s communist subversion and aggression to Asia is not a subject of 

6 academic discussion. It is a hard, cruel fact of their 

7 lives. They have been facing it for a quarter of a century, on 

a the battlefields, in their villages, in their political apparatus, 

9 in every hour of their day. It is not an esoteric subject for 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

intellectual diatribe or dialogue alone. It is a cruel fact of 

their existence. 

Maybe that is why, without exception, the leaders 

of free Asia hope and pray that America will not abandon them, 

will not forsake them· because I have talked to these men and 

women, and they recognize the importance, not only the importance, 

but the imperative necessity of American cooperation, American 

power, American science, terminology and resources in Asia if 

they are to regain freedom. 

The second common denominator is the urgent and 

priority effort toward cpnstructive nation building. First, 

they have the priority of resistance to the communist subversion 

and aggression to national security. 

Secondly, the common denominator of constructive 

nation building. 

Now, these are the common denominators among all of 
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1 the independent nations of Asia. The question comes, do we have 

2 any business there? Because I think it is a legitimate quest·ion, 

3 and it ought to be dealt with in a sensible responsible manner. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Most of us feel that we have business in Europe. I 

have yet to hear a voice raised in this country that says we 

should not keep our commitment to Berlin, one hundred miles 

inside of the communist regime of East Germany, a commitment 

that was made by four Presidents of the United States, five 

Presidents starting with Franklin Roosevelt, a commitment that 

constantly tests the vitality and the strength and courage of 

this nation. · 

And three times within the last fifteen years it 

has required mobilization on the part of our country, partial 

mobili~ation three times, the possibility of nuclear war, and 

yet I have not heard one responsible voice raised in America 

that says we should abandon them. And I hope we don't. 

But can I say to you in all candor, what is more 

precious about a life in Berlin than in Vietnam or Korea? What 

is it that makes it so much more precious? Do we have any 

business there in Asia? 

Well, more American lives were lost in the Pacific 

than in Europe during World War II. So if it is on the basis 

of loss of blood and treasury, we have business in the Pacific 

and in Asia, and add to that our casualties in Korea, over 

55,000 dead, 250,000 casualties. I guess we have some business, 
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some interest in the Pacific and in Asia. 

2 Since 19-6 we have committed over twenty-five billion 

3 dollars in loans and grants, food and technical assistance in 

4 the country, in the arc between West Pakistan and Japan. 

5 That commitment to national security and to national 

6 development in Asia has been upheld by fou~ American Presidents, 

7 without doubt or without hesitation. And national security anQ. 

8 national development are commitments that go hand in hand. 

9 So many of my friends say, oh, I am all for foreign 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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22 

23 

24 

25 

aid. I am all for technical assistance. I am all for the 

Peace Corps. I am all for this and that, but I am not for a 

commitment that may require power. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, unless you are willing 

to play both parts of this struggle, be involved in both parts, 

then there is success for neither part, because military 

security alone will not assure the independence and freedom of 

the nations of Asia. 

And economic development alone will not assure the 

independence and freedom of the nations of Asia. 

But military s~curity, national security and national 

development together add up to independence and freedom. 

You know, I found some words here the other day that 

I thought were rather reassuring. I don't necessarily agree 

with every line, but they were the words of a very great man, 

and a beloved man, and one that inspired every young American. 
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1 John Kennedy said in an interview· with Mr. Brinkley 

2 in 1963 September, the following: "We cannot make the world 

3 over~ but we can influence th~ world. The fact of the matter 

4 is that with the assistance of the United States, SEATO, South-

5 east Asia and indeed all of Asia has been maintained independent 

6 against a powerful force, the Chinese communists. What I am 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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concerned about is that Americans will get impatient and say 

that because they don't like events in Southeast Asia, or they 

don't like the government in Saigon that we should withdraw. 

That only makes it easy for the communists. I think that we 

should stay." 

And then he went on to say, in no uncertain words, 

his opposition to any form of withdrawal. He even went so far 

as to .answer Mr. Brinkley in these words; 

MR. BRINKLEY:· Mr. President, have you had any reasonjs 

to doubt the so-called domino theory," -- No, I don't underwri~e 

_the domino theory, per se -- "that if South Vietnam falls, the 

rest of South Asia will go behind it? 

PRESIDENT KENNEDY: No, I -believe it. I believe it. 

I think that the struggle is close enough, China is so large, 

looms so high just b~yond the frontier that if South Vietnam 

went, it would only give them improved geographic position for 

assault on MalaYsia, also,- I am impressed that the way of the 

future in Southeast Asia was communism, so I believe it." 

A President can be w~ong, but I think that Presidents 
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who have access to vast amounts of information and advice and 

2 counsel of hundreds of prominent and learned citizens may be 

3 right. And I happen ·to believe when our nation is deeply 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
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14 
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22 

23 

24 
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involved as it is all over this world in providing a shield for 

protection for people today who aspire to freedom and yet are 

weak that we might giv~ the benefit of the doubt to a President 

Truman, to a President Eisenhower, to a President Kennedy, and 

to a President Johnson, because it may be that they are right. 

I think so. 

So we made a great commitment in national security 

and national development, and that commitment has been upheld 

because four Presidents have seen it in our own national 

interests that a continent that is so strategic, that i~ at 

the crossroads of the world, rich in resources and possessing 

more than half of the world's people should not be nakedly 

exposed to communist pressure. That is what Mr. Kennedy spoke 

about. 

And we as a nation have believed, or at least I 

thought we did, that peoples of all colors, races and religions, 

even though their names are not spelled like ours, even though 

their cultures and religions may be different than ours, deserve 

their chance to grow and develop free of coercion and tyranny. 

You see, nation building, national security ·and 

national development has been our business, and it is an 

important business to know what our support of the efforts of 
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these free Asians has achieved because people do like to have 

an accounting. 

Well, Japan is prosperous and is a stable democracy. 

South Korea is secure and on the verge of economic 

self-sufficiency, and yet I can refer your minds back to fifteer 

years ago when people said that Korea would never be anything. 

In fact, the headlines of the press of this nation 

read in the year 1957, "Korea, America's mess." 

And President Truman saw a popularity poll, a public 

opinion poll in June, 1951 where 66 percent of the American 

people demanded our withdrawal. 

I ask this audience of .brave young Americans, what 

kind of a world do you think it would be had we withdrawn fron 

Berlin;· had Mr. Truman not had the courage to stand firm in 

Greece and Turkey; had we not had the vision and courage to 

develop a NATO? 

What kind of world do you think it would be if John 

Kennedy had ,not had the courage to face up to Mr. Khrushchev 

and tell him to get his missiles out of this hemisphere? 

What kind of world do you think you would be living 

in if President Truman had not had the courage to face communist 

aggression in Korea? 

What kind of world do you think this would .be if the 

communists thought all they had to do was to threaten to subvert , 

and that the rule of brute force and law of the jungle would 
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· prevail? 

2 What kind of world do you think you would be living 

3 in? Answer your own question. I think you know. Our efforts 

4 have not been in naught. Europe stands proud and free today, 

5 prosperous and independent. Korea is.on the verge of great 

6 economic breakthrough. Japan is strong and prosperous. Formos , 

7 long a state receiving our aid, has achieved economic self-

8 sufficiency. India and Pakistan have reasonably stable and 

9 very progressive governments. They are making substantial 

10 pro~ress in agriculture and industrial development. Thailand, 

11 Malaysia and the Philippines represent forward progress. 

12 Australia and New Zealand definitely are friends and strong 

13 allies. They are better today than ever. 

14 Why? Not only because of their great efforts, which 

15 were really great, but because they knew they had a partner. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

They knew they had a friend. And they knew that that friend 

was present, near them, helping them, guarding them, strengthening· 

them, and that friend was none other than the United States of 

America. 

And if you don't know it, then you owe it to yourseljes 

as citiEens of this country and as leaders of this party to go 

there and find out. You will learn more in. Asia than you will 

23 learn from reading a periodical printed on the East Coast. or 

24 the West Coast or the Midwest. Go and learn. Seek, and ye 

25 shall find. It is there for you. 
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1 I just came back from Indonesia. 

2 I saw they have suffered the ravages of self-indulgence 

3 of a leader, mismanagement, and have been victims of communist 

4 ideo1ogy and practice. And Indonesia is in poverty and in 

5 shambles. 

6 But I also saw an Indonesia, potentially the richest 

7 nation in Southeast Asia gaining ,time, gaining time to throw 

8 off, and by itself, a flagrant attempt at a communist coup, and 

9 is now embarking on a long road to economic development. 

10 I ·went into that country and into the heart of it. 

11 
I went into Central Java. I wonder how many of your critics 

12 
have been there? 

13 I went into Central Java where the Communist Party 

14 PKI have an interest. 

15 In Demak, I was told that it was not safe, and I went 

16 
there to see thousands of youn~ men cleaning out irrigation 

17 
ditches with shovels and hoes. 

18 I saw them receiving pay, nothing more than cornmeal 

f rom the surplus stocks of America. They work for food. 19 ~ 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I came in lightly, unannounced in the morni ng, for 
~ . -· ' security reasons. There were thousands of people then, even 

then. 

When the word spread along the road that I would be 

t here, there were thousands even then. 

,, ' " 
When I left that area at -:00 o'clock in the afternoor, 
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ladies and gentlemen, over one million and one-half Indonesians 

were on the highway shouting, "America; mordika (phonetic); 

freedom; America;" without any organi~ed demonstration, and no 

flags and no signs, but grateful to America. 

General Suharto, the President of Indonesia, acting 

President, told me that Indonesians needed American help. 

The Prime Minister of Malaysia, a country that has 

fought the communists fOr twelve years, twelve long years or 

communist subversion, communist aggression,. said, "Mr. Vice 

President, if Ame.rica is going to abandon us, there is no hope.' 

Every single leader said that their only hope was 

if we would stay and see it through. 

Now, all of the nations of Asia, free nations are 

d~ing better these days. They . have joined tog~ther in new 

enterprises and regional cooperation. 

And I submit that looking ahead we can predict that 

economic development will come, even though painfully slow· but 

that without it, there will be chaos. 

We can predict that Mainland China will soon emerge 

as a nuclear and space power still preaching, however, in suppo~t-

i~g the dogma of the cynically misnamed war of national liberat on. 

We can pred~ct that Asian communism will continue 

for the foreseeable future to retain its militancy and 

expansionist tendencies. 

. we can predict the free Asian nations will continue 
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to reach out to us for help, and I want you to be ready in mind 

and in spirit' to understand it. 

Now, that is the broad context in which the American 

people must decide what they want to do about the immediate 

issue of Vietnam. 

Are we going to last it out until there is a just and 

peaceful settlement, or ·are we going to withdraw short of such 

a settlement, or settle on less than an honorable basis, abandon 

the people of South Vietnam and prove to the aggressors that 

mi ght, after all, does make right, or to the other extreme? 

Are we going to impetuously reach for the weapons 

that would settle the issue in Vietnam by burying the world in 

World War III? Make no mistake about it. Vietnam is a test 

that is being closely watched by frien~s and enemies alike. 

They have no doubt, these friends and enemies, 

about what is happening out there. I have been there twice, 

so I have some basis of prospective. 

They see the best trained, the best equipped American 

soldiers in our history standing firm against aggression. I saw 

those soldiers, my fellow Americans. I was there in Da Nang 

and Chu Lai. I was there with your marines and your soldiers 

and airmen. I saw the Koreans. I have seen the Australians, 

the Filippinoes, the Thais, and the New Zealanders. I have been 

with it. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I heard not one single word 
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1 of complaint. But I did have the question asked of me one 

2 hundred times, "What is wrong at home? Why don't they understar:d?" 

3 These are the daughters and sons. And already many 

4 of our young ladies are there working in their hospitals and 

5 offices. These are the young men and women who. are . on the 

6 firing line. If anyone had a right to complain, it is them, 

they above all others, because they are making the sacrifices. 7 

8 

9 

lO 

11 
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Yet, the only question they asked is, "What is wrong 

at home?" 

The en~mies and the friends, they have seen five 

successive elections in Vietnam, free and fair, take place when 

the critics said it couldn't be done. And if you will bear witt 

me, may I say that. there has been a lot of criticism. 

' 
When I first went to Vietnam in February, 1966 there 

had been no elections. Your President had been at Honolulu 

with General Ky and General Thieu. They had just taken over 

in one of a series of coups, military takeovers in Vietnam that 

was on the precipice of disaster. 

Our President asked those leaders to commit themselvEs 

to an election of constituent assembly to write a constitution 

for free and representative government·. They promised they wou d. 

My assignment from your President was to encourage 

them to fulfill that promise, which I tried to do. The critics 

and the cynics said it will never ·happen. And I guess they had 

good reason, in light of the past, to be~ieve that it wouldn't, 
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but it did happen. A constitutional assembly was elected in 

a free election observed by the media and the press of the 

world. A constitution was written, a free constitution, in the 

l ight of public opinion. 

Your Constitution was written in secret. There wasn t 

a camera, a pressman, or. a photographer present. The doors wert 

closed in Philadelphia, and even old Ben Franklin had two men 

assigned to him so he wouldn't talk after he had a glass of 

wine. 

Village elections were held. Presidential elections 

Senatorial elections, Hous e of Representative elections. There 

were five elections in less than two years, under conditions 

of war, subversion and t errorism. 

Oh, I know there were some abuses, my fellow 

Americans, but who are we to cast the first stone. Those 

who live in glass houses, you know. 

Considering their experience and their hackground, 

constitutional development has been significant. 

The enemies and the friends have seen a South Vietnarese 

army steadily improving. There is still much to be improved, 

but it is steadily improving; just as they saw a South, Korean 

army fifteen years ago. 

Have you forgotten what we said about the Koreans 

fifteen years ago? Have you forgotten what they .were called? 

Have you forgotten that they were, well, that they were judged 
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as being not very good on the battlefield; and yet today, there 

are no better combat troops anywhere in the world than those 

that Korea has put in the fields of battle in its country and 

in South Vietnam. 

Progress. Enemies and friends alike have seen the 

tide of battle turn from seemingly inevitable victory for 

communism in 1965 to a situation in which a communist victory 

today is impossible. 

And they are also watching the situation here at 

home, and they are wondering, can we win the war on the Americaz 

front? They are asking, do we have the will, the determination 

the necessary units to persevere and to stay? 

Let me be frank about it. I have been among the 

dissenters plenty of times in my life. I am a long-time 

dissenter, and I defend the right of any American to dissent, 

to · debate, to discuss in good conscience. That is what the 

struggl~ is all about. 

I was at the camp of the Revolutionary Development 

Department in Vietnam asking Major Bhea (phonetic) of the 

Revolutionary Development Program what he thought his problems 

were. 

By the way, that program years ago was but a tnought. 

Today, 30,000 of the Revolutionary Development Calvary have 

been trained and sent in villages. 9,000 of them were in that 

training program while I was there. The head of it is Major Bhea, 
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a man who fought the communist for sixteen years, and who was 

on~e himself a member of the Viet men fighting the French . 

I said, "Major Bhea, what is your problem?" He 

said, "It is twofold; communist attack and subversion, and 

corruption." Corruption in his own government. He had the 

right to dissent. 

And when I was asked by an American reporter, 

"Mr. Vice President, what do you have to say about that, when 

Major Bhea said he faces corruption at the province level?" 

I said, "The fact that he can say it and still be the man in 

charge of this school proves that our mission here is a success " 

Because we are there for the right of free speech, 

representative government, the right of an individual to have 

his say, and Major Bhea is still in charge. And since then, 

a province chief has been sentenced to execution for 

corruption. There is progress. 

So I defend the right to dissent, but I ask all 

Americans before they dissent to do this. Search your heart, 

examine the facts, try to know the effect of what you say on 

your civilians and soldiers in Vietnam, and what you say on 

our adversaries because, make no mistake about it, Hanoi thinks 

that we will not persevere. 

this issue. 

Hanoi believes that this country is torn apart over 

Hartoi won its last struggle from the French in Paris 
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It thinks it can win this struggle from the Americans in 

Washington. I think they are wrong. And I think you think 

they are wrong. 

So I ask those who are our sharp critics, before 

they raise their voices, to face the hard fact that .cynical 

communism-initiated aggression and terror in Vietnam is a 

reality. I ask them to recognize that we face in Vietnam no 

peaceful reformer seeking power through parliament, and I ask 

them to remember that Ho Chi Minh is no Robin Hood that seeks 

to take from the rich in order to help the poor. 

We face in Vietnam not handmills, but hand grenades. 

I ask them to realize the importance of our staying in Vietnam 

as a part of our historic commitment to a free Asia. 

And I ask them to understand that an honorable, 

peaceful negotiation, which is our prayer, our hope and our 

commitment, can come only when all parties agree to talk. 

And when the enemy refuses to talk to the Holy Fathe~, 

to U Thant, to the British Prime Minister, to the Chairman of 

the Counsel of Ministers, refuses to meet with our President or 

any officer of our government, then I submit to this intelligenlt 

audience that the roadblock to peace is not in Washington, but 

it is in Hanoi, and you know it. 

Thank you. 

Let me conclude with these final words of respectful, 

I trust respectful and thoughtful comments. 
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I am ready to hear these issues debated responsibly 

2 by the American people, and I am ready to predict here and now 

3 that when they are debated, the people will stand behind the 

I 

4 administration which has had the courage to take the difficult 

5 middle course, to stand fast against aggression, to insist on 

6 the development of democratic institutions even under most 

7 adverse conditions, ·and to show restraint when it has the power 

8 to do otherwise, for I believe that under a few inches of 

9 American soft top soil, which ~s wh~t some people see, there 

10 lies determination and strength of solid rock. 

11 My friends, our President and our party can stand 

12 before the people in 1968 with a proud record of accomplishment 

13 at horne, _a record of participation and untiring courageous 

14 building for a better tomorrow in the world at large. 

15 But we can offer them even more, and we want to. 

16 We offer them a manifesto of freedom consistent with the 

17 strength and the vision of America in the last third of this, 

18 the twentieth century, a manifesto of freedom, freedom from 

19 poverty for all, freedom from ignorance for all, freedom of 

20 discrimination, from discrimination for all, and freedom from 

21 fear for all. 

22 Now, that is the Democratic Party's promise to 

23 America, and it is America's promise to the world. 

24 And it is with that message and working for it and 

25 believing in it that we can make America stand for the best 

GILBERT REPORTING SERVICE 

401 COURT HOUSE SQUARE BUILDING 

FORT LAUDERDALE . FLORIDA 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

• 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

• 19 

20 , 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

PAGE NO. 38 

that is in it, that we can keep this America strong and free, 

and the center of man's peaceful revolution toward a better 

·chance, a fuller dignity and life of freedom. 

I am reminded, as I leave you, of the words of 

Franklin Roosevelt as his last breath left his soul and spirit. 

· Recall for a moment, ~f you can, in your mind's eye, 

this man, the victim of war as much as any combat soldier, sitt ng 

in the bright sunlight in his little retreat in Georgia at Warm 

Springs, and writing what was his last message, a message to 

the American people for the Jefferson Day dinner 'of that year 

of 1945, a message that never was completed. 

And the final words of that message as death took 

him, and as the pen fell from his hand, were these--and I think 

that these are the words that should be our guiding light from 

here on out: 

"The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will 

be our doubts of today. Let us move forward with a strong and 

enacting faith, my fellow Democrats, my fellow Americans." 

If a man that was a cripple, if a man who was a 

casualty of the war, if a man who served this Nation faithfully 

diligently and tirelessly could pen those words even as life 

left him, what less can you do? 

It seems to me that if one who could not walk could 

tell us that we needed to move forward, it seems to me if one 

who had every reason to doubt could tell us that we must 
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1 erase .our doubts, it seems to me that that kind of a man ought 

2 

3 
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to be our inspiration • 

So I ask you, in the memory of a Roosevelt, in the 

knowledge of a .Truman, in the memory ·of a blessed one that 

was taken prematurely from us, of a kennedy, and in the memory 

and in deed, may I say, in the living reality of the strong 

leadership of a Johnson, let us move this country forward under 

a Democra~ic banner. 

Thank you. 
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CERTIFICATE 

2 

3 I, JEANNE W. FOGAN, Certified Shorthand Reporter, 

4 do hereby certify that I was · authorized to and did report in 

5 shorthand the proceedings of the 35th Annual National 

6 Convention of the Young Democratic Clubs of America on 

7 November 16th, 17th and i8th, 1967; and that the foregoing, 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

pages from 1 to and including 39, contains and is a true and 

correct transcription of excerpts of my shorthand report of 

said proceedings. 

this 1st 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereto affixed my seal 

b. day of December, 1967.~ 
I 

/f:~~a-n/ . 
~rtified Sbor~eporter 
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