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L I want to visit with you briefly today about our 

America, and what we can do to make it even better .•. and 

, 

s~nger ..• and freer than it is today. ~tltrl·~ 
J 4uuu ,.;rr ....... 

1-.. A few years ago Gunnar M rda~made this comment about 

US: 

"In the long run it detracts from the position of America 

as leaders of the Western World if, in spite of its 

wealth, it leaves its cities blighted by horrible sl urns .•. 
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if it lags behind other countries in social security 

for its old people
1 

its invalids, its widows and its 

children ... and if generally it accepts so much poverty 

-;:-a large part of the nationl None has so little 

I icense, needs all its virtues so much as the leader • -L And America for its own s~rity cannot retreat 

from leadership.'' 

L I believe that, si nee Myrdal made his commentary, our 

country has not retreated from leadership. 

~ On the contrary, when historians look back on these past 

few years, I think they will conclude that at no other time 

in this century did America make so many new breakthroughs, 

in the face of so many old obstacles; 

--obstacles to a society operating on ~its cylinders 

and utilizing~ its available resources. 
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obstacles to a better, freer, more satisfying life -
for even the least among us. 

L We have been concerned about the conditions of I ife in 

this nation. But, more than that, we have acted on that - -
concern. 

L_ Why has this happened? _ 

cl a i m so me credit -- ~-lillliiiii111i11M!Mlllft!!l!!"""le --

for the leadership of the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. 

/.There are laws on the books today-- and their benefits are 

already reaching people -- that were no more than 

perennially -controversial proposals, year-after-year, until 

the Presidency of Lyndon Johnso~nd our nation has goals 

fi rmly before it --achievable goals --that were looked on as 

piped reams only five years ago. 

j But I also give credit to the Arne rican people -- and, most 

~all, to people such as you rselves.~ive credit to people 
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with vision ... people more interested in solutions than in 

problems ... people willing to take risks .•. people creating 

turbulence. 

Ahat is the way it is with progress. 

Just as there is turbulence when you fly through one 

weather system into another ... as your aircraft is sometimes 

shaken and buffeted, so there is turbulence as a nation 
_... -

passes from one era into another. 
I ---L As your aircraft passes through such turbulence, you 

ask: Is the pilot competent? Is the machine strong? 

/....As our nation experiences turbulence, we ask: Is 

our leadership able? Is our society strong? 
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/. Right now we are passing from an era in which there 

has been regrettable injustice and intolerance --fed 

by longstanding poverty and unequal opportunity -- into 

a time when th~_!h:,gs are being met and challenged. -L And, at this time of transitior; we see all too clearly that 

the problems are difficult and the answers will not be easy. 

L We may even tend to doubt ourselves. 

But, if we ask: "Is our leadership able? Is our society 

strong?•• --and if we see how far we have come-- I believe 

we have reason for hope and even for optimism. 

The thing is not to doubt ourselves, but to keep 

moving forward. \ · . 

~ You and I are asking questions together. 

What is the future of the American city? Today22.2er cent -
of ou r people live in the city --on one per cent of the land. 
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L We will be joined by 100 million newcomers before 

the year 2000. ""-_ ~},;w P, 

L Where are we g$ii(f3:!4lwr? Where and how will 

schools, frustration and agitation? 

L.. Or an environment where ever child looking to the 

can have his chance ... and yes, where every American 

family can live secure in a decent home,...J..,~~ 
L It's up to us to provide the answers to those questions. 

w.~-+tt~~~~~~~~U::-Uw.t ~t~W"( ... ~~ 1 • 

.... 0 Basic to any future progress is one thing: A strong, 

stable, growing economy. 



" . -

-7-

f.J.o sustain that kind of economy, we have urgent 

business before us- ~~~~S..c.wl~ 1~0•(~ r -~~~fJ;·r-~~ 
J.... We need a tax increase, and we need it na.v. ,r,.._ 
L President Johnson requested last August a temporary, 

10 per cent tax surcharge. He did this in the face of an ~ ,.,..., 
unacceptabldeficit. .. rising interest rates ... and clear - ~ 
inflationary pressures. [ 1)~11-.,.rr] ~ 

L.vou supported that proposal the~ You have supported 

it since. And you have been right in doing so. 

L But there has still been no Congressional action. 

L. As you know
1 

uncertainty about such action has caused 

upheaval in credit markets.0 

L Uncertainty about such action has cast international 

doubt on the health of the dollar. 

l_ And every day that passes without such action increases 





. 
Frankly, it is hard for me to see how anyone can oppose 

the surcharge for its economic effects. Most of the flak 

being thrown against the surcharge is really meant for other 

targets. The tax proposal has gotten scrambled in with 

other issues. 

That is bad economics. It delays fiscal action, which, in 

my judgment, is inevitable. 

It is also bad politics. It clouds public thinking. 

The tax questionf as I said a moment ago~ is a right now 

quest~on, not one for the indefinite future.~arkets don't 

wait, as is evidenced by the interest rate rise that has taken 

place since August 3. 
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the pressure on credit. .. increases the dangers of inflation ... 

and endangers particularly such industries as housing and 

Let me be clear: The No. I legislative objective of this 

Admi ni strati on remains passage of this badly-needed tax 

surcharge., '"'f'1u."'ff...'/-'~" '":,..,{I..~~ 

~· And we believe it should be the No. I item of priority 

on the agenda of the Congressl& ~ 
L I ask you to give your help

1 
as you have before, in 

support of this measure~ Is our progress to be 

cheapened by inflationJ and our expansion to be stifled 

by intolerable interest rates? Or are we going to take 

the responsible course and act in time to keep our 

growth healthy and steady? 
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L Never before have we had such a storehouse of tools 

to bring the full partnership of industry and government, 

public and private financing, local, state and federal -
programs to focus on the remaking of old cities and building 

the new. - f>~;C:t 
~se tools we not only rebuild the structures 

of the sl urns and the new towns of tomorrow, more importantly 

we rescue and revi talize the people of lost dreams. 

" Our nation is awakening to those who lack income to do 

more than struggle for survival. .. people who live in a 

buiiQj ng no one could call a home ... people deprived 

of health, education and, most importantly, hope. - -·---) . ..~ 
~ e \hese,. tools that are being put to work' 

Perhaps most important for the long pull is Model Cities. 
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L. There is now a catalyst through which our resources 

can turn a neighborhood of~ay an~verty into one 

of happiness and opportunit G 

J.... We look to leadership to be .2!!wn from every corner 

of the community. 

L we look to neighborhoods that are safe and secure. ·----L We look to neighborhoods where health and education -
standards will be as high as the national average ... where -
youngsters can play and families be proud to grow together . 

.l. Everx housing erogram to i~e decent housing, 

at costs every family can afford, will be called on.,J.:CM.&.aPnc,/_, 
----------------~~ -----------

(Jur aim: That residents in these model neighborhoods -
should be full partners in developing businesses, schools 

and public facilities. 

( Today, this is not an idle dream. 

"-.Model Cities planning is a reality ... you have helped us 

( •i' 
~~~~,,c.~J 
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achieve it. You know the opposition to the President's effort 

for full funding. You know the dotbters and the doers in 

~ongr7t~ 

/.You have been partners in many of these legislative 

fights. We are proud of these mutual accomplishments. 
/WI~... a ~\ 

l..Jhe American people know what has been done. ~ .,-~ 4 

A 

~ou fought for full funding of rent supplements_~ 
/.::t.ou understood the importance of more public housing 

in reporting to the Senate new FHA financing tools to ---
reach low income families. ... ....... -

• 
T~housing bill recently reported to the Senate, with 

your support, from the Senate Banking and Currency .. 
Committee, is one which the Administration is most anxious 

to see enactedb will have high priority in the next session.c 

'~""' li'l 1 UJJiJi- 4 1f•t.(..J ~ ~'''"'••tc 
~· ~ ~ l.Ue•.M.•ed/. ~ fiU.cl 
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I 
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things never believed possible in an great nation . .. 

~This Administration .•• President Johnson, your 

and to the Americans of the year 2000. -

J_, We are committed in this nation to see that their 

homes, their neighborhoods, their cities, their new towns 
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are built and regewed to provide the wholesome en vi ron ment 

s~ important to the human spirit., 

). If we !:!!;r with the resources and know-how presently 

in our hands, we will be harshly and rightly judged-- just 

We pledge not just minimum housing. 

We seek not just minimum neighborhoods. 

1\ Our goal is not just a minimum America. 

CY~ ~ 'W A.'& 'a.-
Q ' We haveaS"ked for your partnership in the past and 

received it. We ask again, and know that we will have it --

in the work of today-- the building of an America where 

every day can be better than the day before, because we 

decided it could be done and did it. l 
' 

### 
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THANK YOU VERY MtCH PRESIDBlfl' LEON WEINER AM> THANK YOU F<E SET'l'IIG 

A VERY RBSP!X:TIVE AND I HOP.I. • ACCEP.rlm EXAMPLE F<E ALL <1\GAlfiZA!I.'I)(l{S 1 

OCLUDDIG POLITICAL <1\GA.BIZATI<Jm ••• CF HAVING THE FIRST VICE PRESIDDT at 

THI!: RATIONAL ABSOOIATION W HacE BUILDERS BS::<ET Till OILY VICE PRESIDENT C6 

THI!: UNI'1'15D STATES INTO THIS COOANY AND THO TO HAVE LEARNED ONLY A MCJmBT 

A001 Tmrr Yom FIRST VICE mESIDDT B!X!<MBS TBE PRESIDENT Cl Yotm ASSOOIATI<Jf. 

WHAT A JOSLE EXAMPLE. 

lOW I DON'T WANT ANY Cl YOU REP<ETERS TO GET THAT BACK TO 

PRESIDENT JOHNSC!f1 I'M IN BO lll.BRY TO HAVE HIM LEARlf THAT. 

PRESIDERT WEINER ARD MY GOCI> AID PERSOBA.L J'RIEBD1 Y<>m FIRST VEE 

FRBSIDDT LLOYD CLARKE; GOVERB<E KERDR WHO WAS KiliD DOOOH TO GREE ME AT 

THE AIRPCET THIS MaumfG; MY ASSOOIATE IN GOYERINEIT SECRETARY WEAVER; AND 

LADIES AND GDTLEMBI. 

I HAVE BEEB READING PUBLIC OPINIClf POLLS AND READING WHAT PEOPLI 

HAVE BEEN HAVIRG TO SAY ABOUT THB PRESIDENT ARD VICE PRESIDU'f A1ID I DIDB't 

TBDK WB WOOW GIT IIVITED TO ABYTHIBG. IT ~ MB (I TBB STCBY C6 TBE 

SICK MA.I1 Alf A PROFRIITCJl WHO WAS IN THE H<EPITAL ••••• BE DIDB'T GET A LB'.t"lm 

CE A CARD <It ABYTHING J'R<Jl HIS FR:t:Bim. HIS C<JIPABI CJI'FJX:IAIB HAD A MEETING 

WITH THE EXJ!CUTIVE CCIIMIT'l'B TO TALK ABOtlr THE CQIDITI<lf C. mE FROHUET<E ••• 

AliD SUDDDLY A CARD ARRIVED SAYING THAT THE EX!X:t1riVE CCIIliT'.lU BAS MADE A 

C<lfSIDERBD STUDY CB YOUR SITUATICif AND BY A VO'!E Cl 8 TO 7 WISHBS YOU A 

SPEEDY RECOVERY. IBCil m.tS ME THAT WAS THE WAY IT WAS WITH MB Bt1r I WAIT 

YOU TO KIOW I AM VEY BAPPI TO GET A VO'!E <F ANY KIIm AID TO SHARE THE PLATFCEM 

WITH Yom D~T<ltS AID mESE <J.rBER DISTINGUISHED GDTLEMBI. 

l 
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I WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO YOO ABOUl' OtB COJIR'mY. I DO K<J.r CLA.lM TO 

BE AH EXPERT IX Tlm Fm.D CF HOtiJilfG1 B<Jt DO I CLA.lM TO BB Alf EXHmT. I AM 

<1m C'l 1\10 GB1IBlW.. FBACTITICDERS IX THE GOVERl8CElfr ~ THE UifiTID STATES. 

I Dat'T BA.VB MY lUME CB TBB DO<E. I DO BAVB AI :nt:rBREST IJf miS GREAT liATIClf 

C8 OlBS AID KNOW THIS IltTEBEST IS SHARED WITH DIGIIITI AM> FERV<B BY EACH ABD 

EVBRY<Jm <F YOU. I WOULD LIKE TO TALK BOI JtmT A.BOUT ••• AIMS ~ OtB CotJlftRY, 

PEOPLE, liD AS Alf EXPERT Bt1l' HOW WE CAR MAKE AMERICA A BE"1'BR PLACE. A BET'J!tt 

AMERICA IS MY TBEMB. ROl CKLY F<Jt :NOW BUT HAS BID MY LD'E AID TDME W1D1RBV1R 

I GO. 

• •••• FAMILY BmiDSS IX MIDESorA. I STILL AM A D~T<E 01 TBB 

STCIU!l IK MIDESOTA •••• 

• •• BUSIRESS Dl C<MPITI'fiCII, BU'l' SCI4ETIMES YOU CAN GET TOO KWH C6 IT. 

I LOOK OVER IK WASHIRC1l'Cif AID SEE SO MAli PESSDIS'l'S THAT IT IS GETl'IIG RATBIR 

DIFFICULT TO FDm A PLACE TO BE M<BE OPl'lMISTIC THAN Till a.rB8R FELLQI. I LOOKED 

IK AR o.rJIBR ARBA F<Jt AR OPTIMIST ABD SAW A VACAJtr AREA "F<Jt OPriMIS'l'S" 'mERE 

WERE OliLY Tam <ll THREE PIOPLE THmE AID MC6T HAVE DISAPPEARED S~B Bt1r I WAIT 

AlfD STAKKD A CLAIM our F<B MYSBLJ'. THIS IS XOl A CHILDLIKE OPl'liiiSM Bt1f A )[" 

REALIS'liC DBDlCATICif. TBB HISealY C8 Otlt COUII'lRY SHOWS A REASOR TO BE 

OPTIMISTIC. • • • • WB ARE A BIGGER IIATICII AS A RESULT ~.. • MAMGIMBIT • 

• • • RESULTS FR(I( PBRS(J(S IR CHARGE C'l IIDtSmY, LAB<:B AID GOVBRJIMD.r. I BBLIEVE 

TBB UBITED STATIS ... AS A CaG'ITITIVE PEOPLE GOYERIS 'ffiiMSBLVES AID VIRY WELL 

Bt1l' A C<»>PETITIVE FREE Blfl'ERHUSB SYB'l'BM. I AM BIBB AS AN ADVOOATE fR THAT 

SYSTIM. BCRN, BELIEVE AID LIVE II' IT AID HAVE DBDICATBD III LIFE TO A PLATF<IlM 

(I EXTDSIOK AID IMPROVEMEBT. HOW TO MAXI .ADRICA BETTER ••• Aim STR<IIGBR •• LAID 

C8 OPP<BTlliiTI F<B BVIRYCIIE. • AJIID FRBBR TBA1I IT IS TCilA.Y. 

-- 2 



A FEW lEARS AGO A •••• GUDAR NIRDAL MADB THIS C<IIBIT. BE SAID IN 

THE L(J(G Rtnf IT DJ:l'RACTS FR<JI THE PQSITICIT CR AMERICA AS LIADlmS CR THE WESTBRB 

Wau.D D', III SPI'l'.l CR DS WEALTH, IT LEAVES ITS CITIES BLICHmm ft B<BRIBLE 

SLU4S ••• D' IT LA.GS lBHIIID omER Cc:xnrrRIBS Ilf SOOIAL SEtBI'fi PCB ITS (l[J) 

H:OPLB, I'l'S IIVALIDS, ITS WIDtllS AID ITS CJIII.1JtD AHD IP GIDRALLY IT ACC:&P'l'S 

SO Ml£H ID POY.IRTI PCR A LARGE PART f6 Till liATICif. B<lll BAS SO ~ 

LICDBE, JIBDS ALL I'l'S VIRTUIS SO MU:H AS ml WDJB. .A1ID AMERICA P<B ITS 

OWl ~tErri CAIOIO'l' RB'l!lEAT PRCII LBADIRSHIP. 

-- 3 



We will DOt be judged by tbe avalance ot the major! ty but how 

well we can make public tbe good lite for eYeryone not make it public 

by baD4 outs but by opportunity and he &aid something else tbat you C&DDOt 

forsake tbe matter of leadership and those respouaibili ties and by a less 

leader. Leaderehip does DOt give us respouibility or privilege. It gives 

us nothing but burdlm81 duties and reaponsibilities. You caae ia around 

tbe world and see we have leadership and.... resources and sarae poeple 

today aremt v1ll1ng to face up to tbat serious fact. Well, I don't 

happen to think our country bas. •. Q1 the contrary our country 1 I believe 1 

when hist.Drians look back on these past few yean they will conclude 

tbat no other in tbis centm:y did. America ••• Jl&ke so many aew break

thzQugbs1 so J~~S.ey adjustments in the face of so Jl&lJy obsticals. Adjustments 

in science, good living1 adjustments in industry, ca~~~~erce and what were the 

obst.icals tbat we had to cwercazae perm:l. tting a society to o:perate all of 

its cylinders and utalizing all of its available resources. Obsticals to 

a better, f'reeer and more satiafying life for even the least among us. 

Now gealemen and ladies let me DOW make it clear we are concerned about 

tbe cond:l. t.ions of life in this nation. If there is oue fact that I make 

today it i• we are concerned about these tb1ngs1 concerned a beNt... concerr.aed 

about the dollar 1 concerned about our c1 ties, concerned about our children, 

concerned about our living cond:l.tions. Most of you1 the majority are 

concerned. I have read about concerned delloc:rata and I know about concerned 

republlc&llS. Whether you are Democrat, Republican or independent, I 

tbink you are concerned about all of life and your health but above all 

concerned...... we want to ve willing to act and we have acted on that 

concern. 
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I hope you will let me claim saae credit for the leadership of the 

President of the united States. By the way, I have in rrr:r notes the Johnson

lhul:phrey Adminis-:bration. I am in the seat of the minority leader of the 

Senate. One day a ntmlber of senators trom both sides of the aisle were 

getting up there and just lamblasting the President traA all~·enda of the 

Chamber to the other and atter about a halt hour of the criticil!lll the 

distinguished minority leader ••• said Mr. President I would like to interject 

here and I would llke to cl.ailf."y the the discuaaion our President has~ 

burdens, he has also responsibility aDd while he should be subject1D 

crittcism, I don't think we should lay the burden on the President alone. 
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I think we can claim some of the credit for the leadership of 

t he Johnson-Humphre y administration. There are laws on t he books 

today and their benefits are already reaching many people. The y are 

no more than perennial controversial proposals. 

AC\H~III\B'I...e. 
Our nation has goals

1 
goals that were looked on as pipe 

dreams only five years ago and I also want to give the lion's share 

of the credit to the American people and most of it to people such as 

yourselves. I give credit to people with vision more interested in 

solutions to the problems, people who are willing to take risks like 

yourselves. People creating rather than resisting . I give credit 

to mp people that are doing things rather than wringing their hands 

and bemoaning the fact that it could not be done. I give credit to 

people who have faith in our country and in our system rather than 

those who downgrade it and scorn it 

and being constantly disdainful of the achievement of this great 

country and t he responsibilities that it undertakes. 

I flew out here in an airplane. That's about the only way yo u 

can fl y these days. And in the midst of change there is always 

turbulence and that's the way it is with progress just as when you 

fl y from one society to another. 
. . 

There is not a time I take a plane that I don't call up to find 

out what the weather will be and frequently I am told that you will 

be passing out of a low system to a high s ystem and t hen the voice 

will say, "There is apt to be some turbulence" and then you know when 

you pass from one system to another your path becomes buffeted and 

shaken. Let me say just as it is in air fli ght from one system to 
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another so it is in the social order. After we pass from one social 

system to another there is turbulance and there are great social changes 

today people before you had not heard of. 

There is a great change in the race relations in this country. 

There is tremendous change in social structure in this country and we 

are going through a period of uncertainty and turbulance and just as 

we say with respect to the aircraft, "Is the pilot competent; is the 

mautnDmmmaJbmmm8(M\mmWamdnllllllll machine strong?" we have to ask the same 

questions about our country. If the nation experiences turbulance, we 

ask, "Is the leadership able, is our society strong" and an intolerance 

today has been fed by long standing poverty and unequal opportunity 

and we are passing from that system into a time when these things are 

being met and challenged, the time of testing, the time when we really 

test the fiber of this country and it is at this time of transition 

that we see all too clearly that the problems are difficult and the 

answers will not be easy and anyone who says they are easy is either 

deceiving himself or attempting to deceive you. It will take 

patience but patience can be an excuse for inaction and we need 

persevering patience with action. 

I am helped in my confidence that we can do things because of what 

you have done in this great Association, but if we ask "Is our leadership 

able, is our society strong enough, I believe we have good reason for 
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hope and optimism and that's why I said what I did in the beginning. 

I come with banners unfurled, with faith in this country, with the 

faith Abraham Lincoln had that this is the last best hope. 

Listen not to those who sell you short, doubt not your own 

capacity but, above all, keep moving. I will never forget the words 

of a dying President, a casualty of the war, Franklin Roosevelt. The 

very last words he ever penned as death took hifu at Warm Springs, 
tomorrows 

Georgia, "The only limit to the realization of oud are our doubts 

of today." Let's move forward with the strong and active faith. 

Those are not words. Those are words by which you live. 

You would not be in this susiness unless you had faith in tomorrow. 

You can't build or grow by going around with doubts, cynicism and 

skepticism. You don't build a business that way or a state or a nation. 

You build it recognizing that the problems are ttremendous, but your 

resources are tremendous. There is one word that describes America, one 

phrase that describes America --doing the impossible. We have done it. 

we did the impossible thing of representative government . We have done 

the impossible thing of making a free enterprise work for many and not a 

few. 
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We have done tremendous *, ' I • and we have only begun. So we have to 

ask ourselves in light of this history what of the tomorrows, what of the 

future of thef,American city. Will today's 7~ of the peopltive in that city 

on 1~ of thef.and and tomorrow we wilte joined by 100 new Americana by the 

year 2000 and where are theygoing to live and how xiiX are they ~ going to 

exist. People are the best assets we have -- they are the customers • They 

also can be the problem but they can be the assets. 100 million Americans offer 
if 

you a market beyond your dreams ta we can keep this moving forward and keep 

this ..x economy growing. We have to ask ourselves in what environment these 

new Americans will live. That is up to us. Or will it be an environment in which 

every new child looks to the stars and can reach beyond and up axx into the stars. 

Where every American family can live secure in a decent home in a community of 

his choice. ~ These are the questions we/nuat decide and it~ up to us to 

provide the answer• to these questions. We have the tools, the techniques, and the 

know-how to provide the answers -- if we have th.J,.ill and the faith and the 

determination adxtr:ak•nwwx. 

One thing we need above all is a strong, stable economy. You cannot have 

a strong America with a weak economy. You cannot take care of yo~eople at 

all. It is the only hope of progress and sustaining that economy. We have urgent 

business before us. That business before us is the soundness of the dollar. That 

business before us is sa..x the credit future of the economy t~ee to it that that 

dollar has purchasing piwer and that that credit is ample for a growing economy. 

And we will take care of it. Wars are not popular and I hope they never will be. 

Taxes are no~pular and they never will be and when they get to be I will begin 

to wonder what has happen to us. We need a moderate tax increase and we need it 

now. I am going to have you pay that and so are you. They are going to ui•4x 

make darn sure that I pay -- not only the IRS, but the opposition. President Jol.nson 

requested last August Skxx to Congress a 1~ tax increase -- what we called a surcharge. 



He did this on the basis of a unaccepted federal deficit. I want to thank 

you for supporting that in your August meetingin Buffalo and you have supported 

it since. You have been forthright and courageous and you have been right in 

doing so. But still there has been no action.inCogress. Uncertainty about such 

action has cast international doubt on the health of the dollar. And inereases 

the endanger of inflation and mortgages. It endanges particularly such industries 

as housing and real estate. 

This industry is the first victim of tight credit. You have a stake in it 

but all Americana have. Fiscal action -~ tas action is imperative} Otherwise 

the burden could fall on the Federal Reserve System and the mortgage market will 

again get cwUxwx clobbered. None of us want to see the credit squeeze of the 

past repeated. That tax we are asking for comes to about 1~ of income -- 1¢ out 

of a dollar. I say that this is far easier to pay and far more just than the 

i~tion tax, the cruelest tax of all. It is about time that Congress and •t ... -•k• 
elsewhere faces up to the responsibility instead of wondering what the other guy 

is going t~do. We have the American dollar in this credit structure lDl of this 

country -- asking for tjxx 1¢ out of a dollar is a very modest request and the 

Congress should be made aware that you know it. It is rather hard ~or me to see 

how anyone can oppose this for :tDu the economic effect. Most of the flax being 

thrown on the tax proposal has ~ gotten in with other issues and this is what 

delays fiscal action llatGII:S"*'II"o<..:•••xwtewx and clouds public thinking. The tax 

question is a right nov 'uestion; not one for the indefinite future. 

Markets don't wait as vas evidenced by th~nterest rates ----· The 

pusage of this •D•a urgently needed tax surcharge needs to be done as soon 

as possible. We want :U your help. I aak you to give your continuing help as you 
, ~ prevents 

have before in support of this measure, because you know tbatfnflation ·-·.-•• 

our progress and expansion. 
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Are we going to take the responsibility, the course and action in time to keep 

you 
our growth ateady. I want/to take this message back to your ~ people and aay 

that the very health of the ••••••1 economic fUture is being threatened today 

by presaure from abroad on our gold reserves and presaure here at home. Men in 

•·-tttc public life today owe it to their country to think of the economy. I know 

that taxea ar«trot popular. 

Well now friends -- we have the building blocks for the new cities and neighborhood8 

and you helped foater them. You started out in FHA -- that ia a very important 

block in sax the industry. We will lift that 6~ interest ceiling and get this 

mortgage market back in operation again ao that you can go on with your progr&ma. 

In The remaking of old cities and the building of new onea we want to be partners with 

you so you can expect that ~ we will be constructive partners and helpfUl 

partners. I had a whole list of tools. (list of concept. and programs from past to 

preaent) This Housing Act has been revised and strengthened in 1954, 196l,and 

1965. m.x.x There hu been college housing, senior citizen housing, public housing, 

urban renewal, moderate income housing under 22l(d)(3), community facilitiea 

planning and research fUnds and grants for open axxx space,, rent aupplement, model 
able 

cities. Finally we are aloul:.t to put all of this h the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development in 1965 and today we have the Secretary of that Department --

the Honorable Robert Weaver here with us. And my friends with these tools we can 

not only build the fUture of th~ci ties and the new towns of tomorrow but more 

important we can house the poor -- people who live in buildings they don't want 

to call a home. The greateat untapped market in the world is the 1/7 of the 

people of the world who live in poverty. We go all over the world inveating and we 

have the greatest untapped market right here at our states. Once they are trained 

for the job, once we start to rebuild these cities JUDt you will have the market 

that you never believed vas possible. Let us get busy and tap that market and 

build it. And believe me,xa the NAHB will have a hard time catching up with 

that demand. 



This modeifitiea program which baa just been launched can serve as a catalyst 

through which our reeources can turn a neighborhood of decay and poverty into 

one of apa happiness and opportunity. We can look to leadership to be drawn 

from every corner. We can look to neighborhoods which are safe and secure; to 

neighborhoods where health and education standards will be as high as the national 

average. If we can dream of eliminating poverty in Asia, why can't we eliminate 

it right here in America -- here's where we need to start. And we are going to 

need every program that we have and perhaps new ones to come. We ttcAnot want ax 
a welfare for the people, rather we want a state of opportunity where people can 

stand higb on their own feet and in self-respect and dignity. 

It will take time and it will take leadership. We will find the time to do 

what will be done. But I believe in this and I know you do. You see thia is 

no idle dream -- model cities is a reality. And you know the opposition we have 

run into in Congress. And probably a little resistance helped refine thefrogram. 

The important thing is that we have made the beginning. There are no endings. 

It is a continuous story of American life: it is an unfulfilled American resolution 

of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The beginnings are here and I 

1la have little patience with those that bemoan only our limitations. I have lots 

of faith in those that look high into the sky and see the stars. I believe that 

any country that can spend the trttttwtn billions of dollars that we are 
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INTRODUCTIONS 

Dr. Robert Weaver 

President of Home Builders 

Vice President HUmphrey (applause) 

"I give you the Vice President of the United States" 

I hope fully accepted examples for all organizations 

including political organizations of having the first 

Vice President of the National Assn. of Homebuilders 
I 1 I 

of course the (ringing) and then to learn somewhere along 

the line, that your first Vice President becomes President, 

what a noble example (laughter and applause) 

Now I don't want any of these reporters to get that back 

to President Johnson. I am in no hurry. (laughter) I am 

a very patient man. 

President Weaver, my good and personal friend .l-1r. Clark - - - ftN 0 

me Jt$- the airport, 

and ladies and gentlemen: 

You know when I was given the opportunity to come here, I was 

somewhat overwhelmed, I have been reading the public opinion 

polls, been reading what people have to say about the President 

and the Vice President, and I wasn't sure we would be 

invited to anything, I felt sort of like that industralist 

that had ? improving trouble in his plant, and suddenly became 

quite ill. He was sent off to the hospital. He was there for 

about a week and nobody called him, he didn't get a letter, 



r • . 

Page 2 

He didn't get a get well card 

(technician tried to correct ringing and lost 

some of the speech) I I I 

Great interest in this great nation of ours. I know that 
and dedication 

that interest/is shared by each and everyone of you. So 

what I would like to talk to you about are not just the skills, 

limitations and weaknesses of our country in which many people 

specialize as expert, but I should like to talk to you about 

how we make America a better place. 

A better America is my theme -- not only for you; 

it has been my theme in my life, and it has been my theme 

wherever I go. You see I happen to be one of those Americans 

who happen to be an optimist about this country. Now maybe 

I have become an optimist because there is a feeling of 

pessimism and the field of pessimism is so overcrowded. I grew 

up in retail business . My family were merchants -- I still am 

by the way -- owner of a drug store in case you ever get out 
it is a conflict of 

to South Dakota, I always mention if/~fie~e interests, I stand 

guilty, but I believe in competition. But sometimes we can 
in 

get too much of it, and I looked over t~¢ Washington, D. C. 

and there are so many pessimists that it is getting rather 

difficult to find a place where you can be more pessimistic 

than the other fellow, and then I looked over in the other field, 

and there was a vacant area. It had a sign on it "Field for 

the Optimists" and I only saw two or three people over there, 

most of which have disappeared since. I went over and staked 

that claim out for myself. 
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But I come to you not as a child-like optimist but I think 

as a realist. Because I happen to believe that the history 

of this country shows that we have every reason to be 

optimistic, or at least confident. I do not happen to 
is 

believe that/what we have in America today. Its wealth, 

power, its industry, its greatness is a result of mis-management. 

I do not believe that it is a result of having ? too!s and 

cars ? of having industry, labor and government. I believe 

that America today can stand testimony as to the capacity of 

people to govern themselves and govern themselves fairly well. 

But above to stand testimony for what we call our competitive 

free enterprise system and I am here as an advocate of that 

system. Born in it, breathe in it, live in it, and have 

decidated my life as best I can to its preservation and its 

extention and its improvements. So I want to talk to you about 

how we can make America better, how we can make it stronger 

how we can make it more just, how we can make it the land 

of opportunity for every American and how we can make it freer¢t 

with responsibility. A few years ago and famous Swedish 

socialogist by the name of Gunar Merdol, who many of you have 

read about, made this comment about us -- he said in the long 

run, it detracts from the position of America as leaders of 

the western world, yet inspite of its wealth, it leaves its 

cities blighted by horrible slums, it lags behind other countries 

in its social security and social services for its old people, 

its invalids, its widows, and its children, and if generall/Y 

it accepts so much poverty for large a part of a tt¢~ nation 
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(Murdahl) 

None has so little few ?, said Merdol, needs all its virtues ---
as the leader and America, for its own security, cannot 

retreat from leadership." end of quote 

What Mr. Merdol said is true. We will not be judged 

by the wealth of the few but rather the hope of the many. 

We will not be judged by the affluence of the majority but 

how well we make possible the good life for everybody. Nothing 

is possible by handouts. But by opportunity. And he said 

something else that you cannot forsake the mantle 
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of leadership and its responsibilities and be a leader. Lead

ership does not give you luxury or priviledge. It · gives you 

nothing else but burdens and duties and responsibilities. You 

can not go around the world and say we are leaders, and not 

accept the responsibilities. Some people today are unwilling 

to face up to that serious fact. 

Well I don't happen to think that our country has retreated 

from leadership. On the contrary. I believe that when historians 

look back on these past few years they will conclude that no 

other kind in the history of this century that America t made 

so many new breakthroughs, so many achievements, and place of 

so many obstacles. Achievements in science and technology. 

Achievements in good living. Achievements in industry and 

commerce. And what were the obstacles? Well, :'.they were 

obstacles that we had to overcome permitting a society to 

operate on all of its cylinders, and utilizing all of its 

capitol. Obstacles to a better, freer, and more satisfying 

life, for even the least among us. 

Gentlemen and ladies, let me make it clear, we are 

concerned about the conditions of life in this nation. If 

there is one fact about America today, it is that there is 

concern about many things. Concern about war and peace. 

Concern about the dollar. Concern about our cities. Concern 

about our children. Concern about our living conditions. Concern 

about the future. 
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No one has the monpoly on concern. I've read about concerned 

Democrats and I know about concerned Republicans. And whether 

you are a Democrat or a Republican or Independent, I think 

you are concerned. Concerned about your own life and health. 

But, above all, concerned about tomorrow. And we should be, 

but we ought to be with that concern, willing to act. And we 

have acted on that concern. 

Now what has happened? And why has this happened? Well 

I hope you will let me claim some credit on this platform 

today for the leadership of the President of the United States, 

the way I have it in my notes, the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. 

I think I ought to tell you why I put that there. I'm in 

the state of the minority leader of the Senate ... Senator 

Dirksen. One day in the Senate, a number of BBSBS8$BS8 the 

Senators from both sides of the aisle, today there is no~ 

special monopoly on criticism these days, On both sides of the 

aisle, were getting up there and just lambasting the President 

from one end of the taper , ~?) to the other. And after about 

a half hour of this criticism the distinguished minority 

a.JUI.i: leader got up in his melodious ode (?) and said, "Mr. 

President, (I'm the President of the Senate, that's the only 

time they use that word, when I preside there) ... and said, 

"Mr. President, I would like to inject a caveat here, I would 

like to clarify the discussion. Our President has many virtues. 

He has awesome responsibilities, and while indeed he should 

be subject to criticism I don't think we should lay the blame 
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on his shoulders, for all of the mistakes that the Administration, 

on the President alone. I want to include in my friend Hubert. 11 

APPLAUSE. 

Now with that as an explanation, I think that we can 

claim some of the credit eg for the leadership for the Johnson-

Humphrey Administration. There are laws on the books today, 

and their benefits are already reaching many people, that were 

no more than perennial, contraverstal proposals. Year after 
until 

year MXKX~XMXthe Presidency of Lyndon Johnson. And our 

nation goals, our nation has goals today that are firmly 

before us, achieveable goals that were looked down as ice cream, 

only five years ago. But I also want to give the lions share 

of the credit to the American people. And most of all to 

people, such as yourselves. I give credit to people with 

visions, people more interested in solutions than problems. 

People who are willing to take risks, like yourselves. People 

creating change, rather than resisting it. I give credit to 

people who are doing things, rather than wringing their hands 

bemoning the fact that it couldn't be done. I give credit to 

people who have faith in this country. Faith in our system. 

Rather than those who downgrade it and scorn it. And I don't 

think you prove yourself to be an intellectual or a liberal, 

by having a cronic intellectual stomach ache and being constantly 
great 

«KxdaafMX disdainful of this/country and the responsibilities 

that it undertakes. I flew out here in an airplane. That's 
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about the only way you can fly these days of late for w awhile. 

And in :.the midst of change there is always turbulance. And 

that's the way i~ it is with progress. Just as there is 

turbnlance when you fly from one weather system into another~ 

My fellow Americans, there isn't a time »RERX that I take 

that plane but what I call up in the morning to find out what 

the weather is going to be like. And frequently I am told that 

you will be passing out of a low system into a high, and then 

the voice will say at the weather buraau, "Mr. Vice President, 

there is apt to be some turbulance during that period." 

And then you know that when you pass from one of those 

weather systems into another your aircraft sometimes becomes 

bumped around and shaken. 

Well let me say my dear friends, just as it is true in 

airflights, from one weather system into another with turbulance, 

so it is true in ·social order, so it is true in our nation as 

we pass out from one social system into another, there is 

turbulance. And there are social changes today, great social 

changes. People that never before were heard of or even 

given any consideration, today are demanding to be heard. And 

are being given consideration. 
in 

There is a great change in the race relat:bns J8l~ thd.s 

country. There is a tremendous change in the social structure 

of this country, that weFe going through a period of uncertainty 

and turbulance. And just as we say with the aircnaft, when it 

goes through turbulance .•• is the pilot confident, is the 

machine strong? We have to ask the same questions about our 
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country as the nation experiences turbulence we ask, is 

the leadership able? Is our society strong? and right now, 

we are passing from an era in which has been regrettable 

injustice and intolerance, that has been fed by long-standing 

poverty and unequal opportunity. 

And we are passing from that system ~~~e-a-~~~ to a time when 

these things are being met and challenged. The time of testing, 

the time when we really KKXK test the fiber of this country, 

and it is at this time of transition, that we see all too clearly 

that the problems are difficult and that the answers 

will not be easy. And anyone that comes to you and says 

they are easy answers, is either deceiving himself or 

attempting to. It will take time. But I MM submit to you 

that time is neutral and the question is what are we going 

to do with that time. 

It will take patience. The Patience to be an excuse for 

inaction. And therefore what we need is persevering patience, 

with action. And I am helped in my confidence that we can do 

these things because of what you have done in this great 

association. But if we ask, is our leadership able, is our 

society strong enough, I MI~ believe that we have good reason 

for hope and for optimism, and that is why I sais what I did 

in the beginning. 
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I don't come here with a crying towel. I come here 

with the banners unfurled. I come here with faith in this 

country. I come here with the faith that Abraham Lincoln had. 

That this is the last best hope on earth. And I know how he 

put it. 

We will either meanly lose it or nobly save it. And because 

I look at the history of our country and its promise, I 

don't think we are going to meanly lose it. I think we can 

and ARE nobly saving it. 

The thing that I say is not doubt ourselves. Listen not 

to those that sell you short. Doubt not your own capacity. 

But above, keep moving. 

I'll never forget the words of a dying President. A casualty 

of the war, Franklin Roosevelt. The very last words that 

Franklin Roosevelt ever penned were these words: the only 

limit to the realization of our tomorrows XXX, are our doubts 

of today. Let us move forward with a strong and active faith. 

My fellow Americans, those are not partisan words. Those are 

words by which you live. You wouldn't be in this business 

unless you had faith in tomorrow. And you so well that you 

cannot prosper, you cannot build, you cannot grow by going 

around with doubts and cynicism and skepticism. You don't 
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build a business that way. And you don't build a state that 

way or a nation. 

You build it with recognizing that the problems are 

tremendous. But your resources are tremendous. 

I'll tell you there is one word that describes America above 

every other word, or a phrase I should say, one phrase that 

describes America doing the impossible. We done it. 

We did the impossible thing in representative government. We 

have done the impossible thing of making a free enterprise system 

work for the benefit of the many and not just a few. We have 

done the impossible thing of a great society of many people, 

of every walk of life, living together and working together 

We have done tremendous things. And we have only begun. So we 
to 

ave ~ ask ourselves then, in light of this history, what are 

the tomorrows? What af the future of the American cities? Well, 

today 70 per cent of the people live in that city, on one per cent 
growing 

of the land. And tomorrow we will be ~M~M~Xby a hundred million 

new Americans by the year 2000. Where are they going to live? 

And where and how will they exist? Now let me tell you as a 
raised 

man who was born above a drug store and ra~see inside of one, 

people are the best asset we have. They are your customers. 

They can also be the problems, but they can be the assets, too. 

And a hundred million more Americans offers you a market 
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beyond your farthest dreams. If we can keep this society of 

ours moving forward. If we can keep this economy of ours 

growing. Which is the task that we have. 

We have to ask ourselves in what environment will these new 

Americans live. Will it be an environment of poverty, of poor 

fitlS~fi~- housing, inadequate schoml~ frustration and education? 

That is up to us. Or will it be an environment in which every 

new child, looks into the stars and aeyefie- can reach beyond 

and to an open future. 

An environment where every citizen can have his chance. 

every American family can live secure in a decent horne. 

a neighborhood of his choice. 

Where 

And in 

These are the questions that we must decide and I think we are 

making the decision now. It is up to us to provide the answer~ 

to these questions. And believe we have the means, the 

resou~ces, we have the tools, we have the technology, we have 

the know-how to provide the answer if we have the will, and the 

faith and the determination -- and that is a decision for a free 

people to make. 

Now basic to any future progress is one thing above all -- a 

stable growing economy. You can't have a strong American with 

a weak economy. 
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You can't take care of your people at horne or abroad with 

a weak economy. A strong economy is our first line of 

defense. The only hope of progress. 

Now to sustain that economy we have urgent business beforej us, 

and you know what it is. You are a businessrna~. 

That business before us is the soundness of the dollar. 

That business before us is the credit structure of our economy. 

Your business is to see to it that that dollar has purchasing 

power and that that credit is ample for a growing economy. 

That is our business -- and we had better take care of it. 

Now this gets me right down to the nitty gritty of what I want 

to tell you. 

Wars are not popular and I hope they never will be. Taxes are 

not popular and when they get to be, I will begin to wonder 

about what happened to it -- but sometimes a tax is necessary. 

And I know this association has had to make some tough decisions. 

Well we need a modest tax increase, and we need it now. 

(applause) 

I am going to have to pay and so are you. In fact, they are 

going to make darn sure I pay it. Not only the IRS but the 

opposition. Now President Johnson requested last August, a 
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temporary 10 per cent -- what he calls, surcharge or 

sur-tax. I wish we could have gotten a better name. That 
unacceptable 

is a hard name to sell. He did this for/federal deficit. 

He did this because of rising interest rate and (?) clear 

Inflationary pressures. 

I want to thank you for supporting that proposal in your 

August meeting in Buffalo New York. And you have supported 
colleagiate 

these things, you have been forthright and ~M%%MX~MKX, and you 

have been right in doing so. 

But still there has been no action in Congress. IDncertainty 

about such action isxEx has caused an upheaval in credit market. 

Uncertainty about such action has passed international doubt 

on the health of the dollar. And every day that passes without 

such action iacreases the pressure on credit. 

Increases the dangers of ~MXXHXXX inflation and endangers, 

particularly, such industries as housing and real estate. This 

industry is the first victim of high credit. 

You have a stake in it. But most XM~M~XXKXX importantly all 
(?) 

Americans have. Physical action, tax action, is imperative. 

Otherwise, the burden of restraint could fall once again on 

the federal reserve system and the mortgage market and 

homebuilding, as you well know, will get clobbered. 
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I guess that is about as plain as you can make it. 

You will get clobbered. NOne of us want to see the 

credit squeeze of the fall and summer of 1966. We don't 

want that repeated. 

That surcharge or surtax that we are asking for comes 

to about 1 per cent of income for people with incomes above 

5,000 dollars a year. 1¢ out of a dollar. 

I say that this is far easier to pay and far more just than 

the inflation tax which is the cruelest tax of all and it is 

about time those of us in public office, in Congress and 

elswwhere faced up to the responsibility instead of 

wringing our hands, instead of wondering what the other guy 

is going to do. To stand up and save the american dollar and 

the credit structure of our country before it is too late. 

And asking one penny out of a dollar to do that, I say it is 

a very modest request and thank goodness that you know it. 

(applause) 

Well, you know frankly, it is hard for me to see how anybody 

can oppose this surtax for its economic effect. And I'll let 

you in on what I believe. Most of the flac, being pro and 

against the tax, is really meant for other targets. It is just 

a way to sort of pick around. The tax proposal has gotten 

scrambled in with other issues, and that is bad economics. 

To delay fiscal action which is my judgment is inevitable, 
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It is also bad politics. It ~MHI~K clouds public thinking. 

The tax in question is a right-now question. Not one for 

the indefinite future. Markets don't wait, as is evidenced 

by the interest rate ra~se rise that has taken place since 

August 3rd. So let me make it clear that the number one 

legislative objective of this Administration remains the 

passage of this urgently needed sur-charge, and it needs to 

be done as quickly as possible. We believe it should be the 

number one item of priority on the agenda of Congress and we 

want your help. I ask you to give-yo~ your help, as you have 

before in support of this measure. Because you know that 
expanse 

inflation ee~e deepens our progress, lessens our expense, 

and is our progress (J) by inflation and expansion stiffled 

by intolerable interest rates, or are we going to take the 

responsible course~ , and act in time to keep our growth 

MMI~X healthy and steady. I need your help, ladies and 

gentlemen. Your country needs you. I want you to take this 

message back to your people and say that the very health of 

the American economic structure is being threatened today by 

pressures from abroad on our gold reserves, and pressures here 

at home, that deny us the chance to be fiscally responsible. 

And a man in public life today owes it to his country to think 

of his economy, to think of theeconomy of this age, rather 

than the next election. I know that taxes are not popular. 

(applause) 
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Well now friends, we have had the building block, the new 

cities, the new neighborhood, you helped on that. You 

started out giving your help on this in the housing act 

of 1934 with FHA. Those insured mortgages and let me tell 

you dear friends. That is very important building block and 

we are not going to sacrifice, and we don't want anybody ~¢ else 

to sacrifice. And with the new bil 1 that Sen. Sparkman 

spoke to you about where we will lift that 6 per cent interest 

, we can get this FHA mortgage market back in operation again, 

so that you can go on with your programs. 

(applause) 

Now never before have we had such a storehouse of tools 

to bring the full partnership of industry, government, 

public and private financing, local station and federal 

programs to focus on the remaking of old cities and the building 

of new. The real 
to be partners 

working partnership and we want XXX 
with you. take 
You know we are partners we p~j~ about 50 per cent of your 

earnings therefore you have a right to expect that we will be 

constructive partners, helpful partners, and I believe that our 

relationship has been healthy and sound. I had a whole list of 

these tools, just think of it with that first housing act of 1934, 

the Wagner act of 1937, then the housing act of 1949, where the 

National commitment was made, and that ,National commitment was 

made res~~5±~- Republicans and Democrats alike, Wagner/Eiander/ 

Taft act. You remember it. 
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The national housing act. 

A decent home for every American family. 

And that is a good commitment. 

(applause) 

And then the housing act has been revised, amended and 

strengthened in 1954, 1961, and 1965. 

There has been college housing, Sr. Citizen housing, my what 

a wonderful thing to see as you go across this country. 

Of course, the public housingJ 
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urban renewal, modern income housing under 221B3, you 

can't be in housing and not know those numbers. Community 

facilities, water and sewer, loans and grants, planning 

and research grants, for open spaces, mass 

transporation legislation, rent supplements, model cities. 

Finally we were able to put all of this in proper organ

izational structures in the Dept. of Housing and Urban 

Development in the Act of 1965 and today we have with us 

the Secretary of that Department - the Honorable Robert 

Weaver. APPLAUSE. 

Well, my friends, with these tools, we not only can 

rebuild the structures of the inner-cities and build the 

new towns of tomorrow, but more importantly we can help 

rescue and revitalize the people of our cities ..•• people 

who live in a building no one would want to call a home 

if I didn't believe it, I surely would not be in public 

life. I surely would be coming to the National 

Association of Home Builder~ and asking my friend Roy 

Clark or ~ ~ Leon Wener if there was a 

job available for me here. But I believe in this. And 

I know youddo. You see, this is no idle dream. 

Model Cities planning is a reality, and you helped 

us achieve it. YOU know that opposition that we run into 

in 1.Congress, but that does.n't bother me. Everything is 

oppos·ed when it is new. And maybe that little resistance 

refines the program. The important thing is that we have 



Page 20 

made the beginning. 

And ladies and gentlemen, and fellow Americans the 

story of this nation is beginning. There are no endings. 

It's a ~KKIMM~ continous story of American life. 

As somebody once sa~d, it's the unforfilled American 

revolution of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

We didn't promise that there would be happiness, we only 

promised in our forefathers statement that we would have 

the right to pursue it. And the beginnings are here, and 

I have little patience with those who bemoan only our 

limitations. I have lots of faith in lthose who look 

high into the sky and see the stars rather than falling 

into the pit of their own pessimium. Oh, of the days 

ahead. I wish I could live through tae years to tell. 

I happen to be Chairman of the Space Council and I 

know what's happening in that technology. I know we are 

going to be on the moon. But, I want to tell you as 

Chairman of the Space Council that I believe that any 

country that can spend the billions of dollars that we 

are spending and should spend to explore space and to 

put a man on the moon, that any country that can spend 

billions to put a man on the moon can invest that same 

amount or. more to help put a man on his feet right here 

on earth. APPLAUSE 

Well, I have come to thank you above all for your 

help. You can be proud of these mutual accomplishments. 
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But the American people need to know what you have done 

and what you have stood for, and what we are trying todo. 

New thoughts for full funding of rent supplements. Now 

how can anyone be against rent supplements which backs 

up private enterprise, which was the program of the 

Chamber of Commerce in 1937, that's how radical that is. 

How they can be against that is beyond me. Rent supple

ments that will help a family have his own home. Thank 

goodness for what you did. You understood the importance 
public 

of taking on a/housing program and turning into, what we 
'!J. . call the ]UTI\ kt:A{ 11 program. Which brings in the element 

of private management with all of the efforts. You supported 

the efforts by Sen. John Sparkmen who spoke to you yesterday, 

and by the way, you never had a better friend in the 

housing industry than Sen. Sparkman. APPLAUSE 

I know everyboay crowds in on the act. But I served 

in the Senate 16 years, and any housing bill that was 

worthy of being passed had the touch and the hand and the 

mind of Sen. Sparkman. And I am here to salute him for 

his great service to this nation and to the home owners 

of this nation. APPLAUSE 

Sen. Sparkman and his committee have reported out 

a new FHA financing tools to reach low-income families. He 

told you about it, I won't burden you about it, except to 

say this ... that if it's possible for home ownership for a 
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family with an income between 3 and 6 thousand dollars a 

year to subsidize . And then it makes possible some

thing else ~His the listing of that mandatory 6% interest 

rate on FHA DA ceilings. These are just some of the 

beginnings. And it makes possible the guaranteed risk 

insurance. Now I've talked for that and worked for that 

for years - as a Senator and in this Administration. A 

year and one half ago, I recommended from public platform 

that we initiate programs to have risk insurance for 

the housing industry so that you could build homes, in 

neighborhoods where the rent was high for those persons, 

that have = what we would call - less than a satisfactory 

credit rating. And now we have it. We have this special 

provision. Section 103 of the Sparkman bill. A special 

risk insurance fund out of which would be paid on 

mortages under special provisions related to home ownership 

assistance, credit assistance, and assistance to properities 

in declining and older neighborhoods. And this is not 

intended to be X«H~ai actually sound, it can't be. The 

limitations and the will have to be made up 

out of general appropriations. But I 111 tell you what 

it will do. I will make possible home ownership for 

millions of Americans, that today are denied that priviledge 

and that right. And it will make possible for the home 

builders to build for the people that desparately need 

housing. You want to help the poor. You problems have 
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fiancing, your problem has been the kind of insurance 

that you could get on a mortage, the problem has been 

credit, now we are going to do something about it. And 

don't you let this Congress get out of session until 

the Sparkman Bill is the law of the land, so Americans 

can have housing. APPLAUSE 

But I've kept you too long. This Administration, 

and I am here to represent it proudly. This Administration, 

your President, your Vice President, every member of the 

Cabinet is committed to the goal of equal opportunity for 

every American. We are committed to the goal of xnx a 

war against slumism . Slumism with its poverty, and its 

defamation, obsolescence . And we're committed to the 

realization of M full opportunity for every citizen 

surely is a noble goal . But my dear friends you cannot 

reach the ~Mix forefillment of high and noble goals until 

you look far into the distance and reach for the starts. 
This is not a hand-wringing Regime of Doubts & Fears. 

(9is is not ·, a candoring dream of doubtn:s and fears} I 

am trying to pick up with that . It is a responsive 

government of confidence and commitment. A«K And we 

are responsive and were confident because we happen to 

be in ~ the greatest nation on this earth . And we know 

it. 

We know wat a strong, and growing economy can 

accomplish for the American people . We EHXXXH believe 

in the ~~ proper system, we are not here to run it 
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down, we are here to build it up. We believe in the 

free economyxNEXX~ in the market place. We believe 

that the duty of government is to supplement what you do. 

To assist you, not to dominant you. And we want to work 

with you in partnership and understanding. We know our 

obligations to the people of this nation. And we think 

we have some idea to the Americans of the year 2000, which 

is just around the corner. 

We are committed in this nation to see that their 

homes, their neighborhoods, their cities, their new 

towns are built and renewed to provide the wholesome 

environment so important to the human spirit. You see 

a house is more than a building, it can be and it should 

be an environment for God's greatest gift - the human 

spirit. 

If we falter with the resources and know-how 

presently in our hand, we will be harshly and rightly 

judges -- and we will be called just another one of 

history's false starts. 

But I say to you, we will not falter. 

We pledge not just minimum housing. 

We pledge not just minimum neighborhoods. 

Our goal is not just a minimum America. 

~»Our goal is a fair Ameriea for all Americans. 

Our goal is the American of our dreams. Our goal 

is the America _ that pledge to every day. And it may 

be old fashioned but it still true. But I come to these 
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speeches and I know that on every platform there is a 

flag, and I know that every morning across this land 

children stand and take the Pledge of Alligance. I 

know what the commitment of this nation is and I know 

what its goal is. A goal yet unforfilled, yet a goal 

that is realizable and one that we come closer to 

achieving every day. 

And ladies and gentlemen, you have said it a thousand 

times, and know believe it. The children start off by 

saying - I pledge alligance to the flag of the u.s. and 

to the Republic for which it stands .•.. and then comes 

xaktx what every adult and every child should know and 

believe, as the full goal and objective of our system, 

One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 

justice §or all. 

Ladies and gentlemen, that is not intimate, that is 

~xx not emotion, that is a commitment before God and 

man by the people of this Bepublic. Not a nation divided, 

not a nation of black and white, not a nation of north 

and south, not a nation of justice for some and injustice 

for others, but a nation that is one, under God, indivisible, 

with 1. liberty and justice for all. Your helping make .1 it. 

Let's keep up the job. Thanki you. APPLAUSE. 
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