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REMARKS 

CE PRES I DENT HU BERT HUMPHREY 

NATIONAL FARMERS ORGANIZATION 

make sure that the American farmer gets a fair price for 

his growing contribution to world peace and stability. 

~Food is a powerfu I instrument tor peace and freedom 

in this hungry world -- and it is an instrument that is 
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almost exclusively AmericanJ.... No other nation can equal us 

in quantity and quality of agricultural products, and our 

agricultural po~er gives us a critical margin of national lc 

strength. 

~ortunately we no longer have to depend only on 

what is left ove~ in our historic struggle t~this 
:orld's E1opulation._. ~e Food for Freedom Act 

of 1966 gives us a virtually open-ended authority to assist 

nations that are wi IIi ng to help themselves. 

~7..Foodfor FreedOm is much more than an outlet for 

expanding farm production ... much more than a way to 

improve that one-acre-in-four share of our production 
-- .:= 

that we are able to export.}Jt is good economics -- but it 

is also good politics and good morals in underdeveloped 

nations. - ,. 

L...1 t saves lives and it reduces the toll of widespread 

malnutrution~ t encourages political stability ~It promotes 
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economic development. And it bui Ids export markets for 

farm products• 

Lwe are prepared to use even more of our food abundance 

in the War on Hunger. American food may well be the key 

to world peace• ~I i• t~~ ~) =fl*-' 
J.. But we must find better ways to assure our fa rmers ' 

a fair rice for their contribution to this 

~ I don't have to tell a farm audience •1'•11••-~ 
important that price assu ranee is, and the most important 

= 
way to secure it is to retain and improve our existing 

a 
~ 

commodity programs. 

~The record shows that armers in this year's program are 

getting an additional 48 cents a bu she I on wheat, 12 cents 

a bu she I on corn, and 15 cents a pound on cotton. (Government 

payments, for a good many producers, are making the 
...... ------~ 

difference this year between making a profit and losing money.0 ...,._.. 

' 
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LPrices are down, as all of you know, and production 

costs are up -- a deadly combination for farmers. After 

year-by-year gains which pushed net farm income -----
up by 70 per cent si nee 1960, we have lost important 

ground in a '11ag" year. 

~Unless we can develop a weatherproof acreage 

allotment system
1 

which isn't likel~ we are going to 

have other years when over-- production weakens prices. 

"This year's experience offers a convincing case for~ 
minimum price protection. 

L The excellent growing weather has brought 

' unprecedented abundance in nearly every grain -produci n 

~n~ere in the United States, the grain harvest 

was up 34 per cent over the five-year average. 

~his t remen dou s in crease in output, both here 

and abroa~ must share the blame for lower grain prices_, 
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L-.. Worldwide conditions, as we found this year, can 

sharply reduce price response to production controls4 

L This means we can no longer expect acreage cutbackt to strengthen 

prices to the extent they did 10 or 20 years ago0 ~~ 
" Our entire wheat production, for example, is now 

only 15 per cent of worldwide production~That means 

a 15 per cent cutback in our production represents only 

a one and one-half per cent cutback in world production. 
IJJJN--

Or, put another wayA a 50 per cent cut in our production 

would shrink world output only about seven and one-hal-f 

per cent.. 

L, So we need additional tools to ~rotect the farmers' 

prices. Here at home that means new 

bargaining power for farmers. I L The discussion of bargai:ing power carried on tJ.; '!Jjf-IJ 
has made a major contribution to greater 
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"" ...,--A.. "' U4 ... ,_itiw 
understanding of this subject. 3!'! "'I~J 
~T ! .! 

-1:!._me rs are not n~ i n a position tfA decide the prices ':r Jc,... 
they get for their products_ ~W,,E-q?t~~ 
L, Look at the language of commerce~ We say the 

hardware store charges 39 cents a pound for nai Is; 

General Motors charges three thousand dollars for a car. 

L But the farmer, who also produces and sells things, 

gets five dollars and 20 cents, blend price, for his milk; 

or gets 26 dollars for his fed cattle. -
k_he farmer deserves th~ right to charge for his 

products instead of getting what the buyer decides 

he can have./ ----· 
'"'-Further progress toward e~onomic equi~ for farm 

people is going to depend primarily on what they are able 
.......__ ..... . 
~~~~e~~r:r~· 
3=~ -tC-Q..e.;.. -~~~ 
ft· &: J ~ Pi!d-c~ J 

~ r 



made a fundamental change in support loan policy to enable 
L ts 

more farmers to maintain control of their grain until they 

choose to sell it. 

L., When crop loan~ expired under the old regulations, 

the government took over the stored grai nJ and at some 

point had to sell it1 
Q~re was no way the government could 

get this grain off its hands without having some i nflue'nce 

on the market. 

~he new policy returns this marketing decision to 

producer), allowing them to retain title while extending the loan 

under a reseal program~e reseal pri vilege applies whether 

the grain is in private or public storage- ~~~. 
(!_his approach creates bargaining power for farmers and 

we hope they use it to keep their prices up.~ fits 

in with what you in NFO have been fighting to achieve. 
< "' 
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/ Farmers need bargaining power. They want it, and they 

should have the right and the opportunity to use it~etter 
to control their own economic destiny..,. 

[:resident Johnson, Secretary Freeman and I are 

going to do our best to see that you have that right and that1 __ .. 
. . ~\J~Nt & t'A'J ~UMJ pportumty~.cw":1lf..t .. ~ 

______ _..... But let me m~~ 'these po1 nts about sue essfu I bargaining: 

" When you reduce the supply under the tobacco program, 

the cotton program or the wheat and feed grains program, 
# 

farm bargaining power is increased. 

~ When Secretary Freeman announced that he would not sell 

government-held stocks of wheat and feed grain)- farm 

bargaining power was i ncreas§!. 

(When you improve nutrition under the school mil' 

school lunch, food stamp and domestic donation programs, 
.. 
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(when you increase the number of peopJe with ability 

to pay for too~ as this Administration ~n ~educi~g 
unemployment and fighting povertY,, farm bargaining power 

-"~·- --====~-----..... -
is increased. 0 

::<When you have the ability to maintain a reasonable 

~rV:':''& supply-demand balanc,ll · Qm¥. farm bargaining 

power is increased. 
4' 

Today we have farm programs that are critically important 

to P'}Servi qg that s~ply-demand. balance. They deserve to 

' ... be defended, and they need to be defended,' 

t(fJI Ge far~ progr= are under attack. More than 

20 bills introduced in Congress this year would, for all 

practical purposes, terminate existing farm programs. 

Ge got a preview of what can happen when a bi II to 

establish a strategic grain reserve was ki lied last month in 

subcommittee. 
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Lrhat bill would have authorized us to pull surplus 

grain out of the commercial market when prices were low. 

Lit would have protected the nation in times of scarcityl 

LAnd it would have helped the producer by substantially 

boosting wheat, corn and soybean prices . 

.L!.he sharp droQ in wheat prices that followed the ) 

subcommittee vote shows how important this bi II was to - • 
producers. 

~his country needs strategic reserves of major farm 

commodities. Lit needs a program to keep these reserves at 

common-sense, clearly-defined levels. ~ needs a program 

that specifies how and when they can be released so they 

do not interfere with the market. ~d it needs a program 

that relies on private inventories for normal business operations. 

~e harsh truth is that strong forces are at work trying 

to undermine and destroy farm programs ... programs that we 

fought hard for and implemented with so much effort. 
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~he facts are, as one study after another shows, that 

net farm income would fall by one-third if present programs 

were dropped. -
[1 don't have to spell out the likely consequences of 

this-- for individual farm families, for the economic life 

of rural America, or for our agricultural leadership in the 

world. 

khave spoken today about a better deal for the American 

f 
.... \,.tl ... _ --·~~ ~ Ji/JU~--. armer.,.. ~~,,~.....-.,... · 

But we all know there is more to this subject than just 

dollars and cents. -
l-!!.hat we are really talking about is the quality of life 

in rural America -- the opportunities you and your children ..... ~~;. ' 

have to take advantage of the unprecedented standard of 
-.:;,;::= -

living that America offers today. 
~,.-, ,J 

.-a ~ 
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[we are talking about better schools, better hospitals. 

We are talking about communities that can afford the 

public services which wi II attract new industries, new 

job opportunities, and new income.. ,....... . 
~,.---~ 

~ are talking about making it possible for rural 

. their youngsters to stay on the farm, stay 1n home towns· 

and still look forward to a full and rewarding life. -;p 
L~ay1 for every 175 rural youngsters who reach 

working age there are fewer than 100 jobs. This year about 

200 thousand of those young Americans will leave home and 

go into the city. 

L.!heir departure will make rural America a poorer place0 
~Their leaving will not only separate them from thei r families 

but weaken our rural communities -- weaken them spiritually 

as well as economically. 
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L am for gi~hose youngsters -- and every other 

American -- ~choice about where to live, where to work, -
where to raise their families. 

J..!..t they wish to live in the cities, those cities shou ld be 

clean, who I esom e and safe./..:!_odilj' too often, the~ are not..f 

L If they want to live in a small town or on the farm, 

they should be able to do so and enjoy a maximum standard 

of living in every way. Today, too often, they cannot. -L. The key to a fully developed rural America -- and one 

)'&Dt)&Oiflof the most important keys to the dilemma of ·urban blight 

~ which coni ronts this nation today -- is economic equity for 

lAi 8 ~8ti8~ ~as 8 ~FQit ~8~t t8 U~g A:~eriea1 I fdl iih!l 
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hom as Jeffersa wrote "Those who I abO in the earth 
. 

are he chosen peo le of od, if ever he had a chosen 

peop e." 

f ever · a chosen farmer, it i the American 

fa r m r. I t i s ti me started honoring him a cordingly. 

# # # 
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Hubert H. Humphrey 

National Farmers organization 

Louisville, Kentucky 

December 7, 1967 

Thank you.. Oren, for inviting me to this great convention. 

I think I've addressed nearly all of our farm organizations 

at one time or another, but this is my first visit to an 

N. F. o .. meeting. It's an honor. 

I have a pretty good idea what most of you have on your 

minds. 

Clarence Darrow, the great lawyer, once defended a lady 

charged with murder. When she had been acquitted, she rushed 

over, bugged him, and asked, "ob, Mr. Darrow, haw can I ever 

repay you? .. 

"Madame," he replied, .. ever since the ancients invented 

money, there has been but one answer to~at question.u 



I want to outline for you tonight four ways in which we can 

help assure the American farmer equitable opportunities in 

every area of life. 

Pirst, we muA continue to escalate the War on Bunger. 

Food is a powerful instrument for constructive foreign 

policy in this hungry world -- and it is an instrument that 

is almost exclusively American. 

Moreover, we no longer have to depend only on what is 

left over in the historic struggle to feed this world's 

exploding population. The Pood for Freedom Act of 1966 gives 

us a virtually open-ended authority to assist nations that are 

willing to help themselves. 



All but 2 percent of the food aid supplied to countries 

around the world in roughly the past decade has been provided 

by the United States. We have shared over 150 million tons 

of food, and have helped people in 114 countries. In this 

effort, the Agency for International Development and the 

Department of Agriculture serve primarily as catalysts and 

energizers for private initiative. The additional resources 

needed to meet the tasks ahead are fundamentally adequate 

only through the private scector here and abroad. 

An abundant supply 8f food is our margin of strength in 

the power scheme of the world today. Other nations can surpass 

us in population. And at least one other nation -- the Soviet 

Union -- can cha.llenge us in terms of nuclear power. 



But there is no nationathat can equal us in terms of 

our agricultural productivity and quality of agricultural 

products. 

We are ready to make full use of our abundance, and the 

American farmers should get a fair price for their great 

contribution to world peace and stability. 

Food for Freedom is good politics, good economics and 

good morals. And you are the people who have made it possible. 

Here is my second point. 

It is true that rural America is still behind. 

More than twice as many farm families as city families 

live below the poeerty level. 



Less than half of our farm families have a decent house, 

a good car, hot and cold running water, and a telephone. In 

the city. three out of four have these advantages. 

These deficiences are especially important to rural 

youngsters who are about to choose a career and a place to 

l'tve. 

For every 175 rural youngsters who reach working age, 

there are fewer than 100 jobs. 

About 200 thousand of the young Americans living in rural 

areas today will leave and go into the city this year. 

Their departure will make rural America a poorer place. 

Their leaving will not only separate them from their families, 

but it will weaken our rural communities -- weaken them culturally 

as well as economically. 



And for what? ••• What is waiting for them? Some will find 

fame and fortune. But many more of them will find themselves 

confined to slums ••• doomed to low-paying jobs •••• isolat·ed, 

lonesome and hopeless. 

America is caught in an Urbanization Trap in the last 

third of the twentieth century. 

Seventy percent of us already live on one pereent of 

the land. 

We are going to have another 100 million Americans by 

the end of this century, and all of them will live in the 

cities if present trends continue. 

our cities are starved for space, fresh air, recreation. 

OUr rural areas are starved for jobs and opportunity. 



This society is rich enogqh and creative enough to 

achieve a balance of growth and opportunity b tween rural 

and urban areas. 

In the 1930's, modernization meant rural electrification 

and movie th ters in every town. 

In th 1940's it m nt many well-paved roads. 

ow, it means airports capable of handling Short-hop jets, 

community colleges, modern hospitals and good doctors, and 

the very beat in elementary and secondary education. It means 

golf courses and ballpeeks. It means drama groupe and art 

classes in addition to church socials. 

And it means economic viability -- new investment, new 

job opportunities, a growing tax base. It means modern 

America in your town -- your country. 



That kind of modernization is occurring in many parts of 

rural America today. 

Where it happens, it is the result of aggressive local 

initiative, cooperation from private industries, and better 

use of federal programs that already are available. 

It happens because rural people and city people alike are 

discov8l" ing that the good life can be found in the countryside. 

But the countryside cannot grow without prosperous farms. 

So point three is this: Protect and improve our existing 

commodity programs. They are the best we have ever had. 

Government payments already are providing the margin 

between profit and loss for many producers. 

This year the program is paying the producer an additional 

48 cents a bushel for wheat, 12 cents a bushel for corn, and 

15 cents for each pound of cotton. 



COPY 
Until we develop a weather-pro6f acreage allotment 

system we are going to experience crops that exceed our 

expectations and farmers are going to need protection. 

These programs offer that protection. 

It is true that prices are down this year. After steady 

progress since 1960# we are in a "lag" year. This is largely 

because of phenomenal growing weather that brought unprecedented 

harvests in almost every nation. Here in the United States 

grain harvests were 3'4 percent higher this year than the 

average for the past five years. 

What bas taken place over the past year should be 

recognized by every farmer. 

A year aqo the evidence on world food production and 

supplies was most unfavorable. The monsoons in India were 

failing for the second successive year and short crops in the 



Communist countries had required large purchases from 

Western exporters. 

The disappearance of excess stocks in the United States 

and an unfavorable wheat yield outlook contributed to the 

uncertainty. The world was clearly in a short grain supply 

position. 

As a result. after a careful assessment of probable world 

needs in the 18 months ahead, the national wheat acreage allot-

menta for the U. s. 1967 crop were increased sharply. Action 

also was taken to increase acreage in feed grains and soybeans. 

Then within a few weeks after these decisions were made~ 

the world outlook changed sharply with favorable prospects in 

almost every major grain producing country. 



Canada, Australia and the Soviet UHion harvested record 

wheat crops. Argentina and Western Europe harvested good 

crops of both wheat and feed grains. Feed grain harvests in 

Eastern Europe were good and a few months later South Africa 

produced a record corn crop. 

In the United States we have a record grain crop in 

1967, with an overall increase of from 4 to 5 percent. 

The 1967 feed grain crop is up 12 percent, the wheat 

crop is up 19 percent, and ric and soybeans are up 7 

percent over 1966. Cotton, on the other hand, is down 16 

percent, and there's been a substantial drop in the 1967 

fruit crop. 

Thes are the reasons for the lower prices. 

Some will interpret this as proof of a fatal flaw in the 

system. 



Let me only say this to yous Progress is seldom smooth. 

It usually comes in a aeries of forward thrusts followed by 

temporary lapses. Today, even though the farmer is not 

receiving his fair shar , he still has something to protect. . . 

Apd protect he must. For the programs that have given us 

progress in the past and promise more in the future are under 

attack. No fewer than 21 bills have been introduced in Congress 

this year which would, for all practical purposes, result in 

the termination of existing farm programs. 

Don't think those calls for retreat will be stilled by the 

time t his program we all fought so bard 4or back in 1965 runs out 

in 1969. 

We got a taste of what can happen a few weeks ago when 

legislation to establish a strategic grain reserve was killed 

in subcommittee. 



That bill would have let us withdraw overabundant grain 

stocks frcm the commercial market when pricea were low. It 

would have protected the consumer in times of scarcity. And 

it would have helped the producer by substantially increasing 

wheat, earn and soybean prices. 

I can tell you that it was not killed by people who had 

the farmers' interest at heart. 

This country needs reserves of key agricultural 

commodities. It need! a proqram that will keep those reserves 

at common-a nae, clearly defined levela •••• that specifies how 

and when they can be released so that they do not interfere 

with the normal market. And 1 t netd.t a program that will 

depend on private a ctor inventories for normal business 

oper tiona, but at the same time protect both consumer and 

producer. 



Stocks required to maintain established levels of 

reserves over and above the stocks in private positions could 

be carried by the Commodity Credit Corporation. However, 

ccc-owned!fupplies thould be insulated from the market. 

The harsh truth is that there are people in this country 

today who want to destroy our farm programs -- programs 

which were fought for and tmplemented with so much effort. 

But the facts are that without our present programs, net 

farm income would fall by a third. 

I don•t have to spell out the likely cons~enees --

not only for individual farm families, but for the prospects of 

rural America and for America's agricultural leadership in the 

world. 



It would be tempting to say that extension and better 

management of our existinq programs will solve all the 

farmer's problems. But it won't. 

And that brings me to point four -- bargaining power. 

X want to make some basic points regarding ba~gaining 

power. When you decrease supply under the Tobacco Program, 

the CQtton program and the Wheat and Peed Grains Programs,. it 

increases farmers' bargaining power. 

When Secretary Freeman announced that he would not sell 

government tstocks of wheat and feed grains, it increased 

farmers• bargaining power. 

When you improve nutrition under the school milk, school 

lunch, food stamp and domestic donation programs, it increases 

farmers • barqainift9 power. 



And when you increase the number of peopl with the 

ability to buy and pay for food -- as this Administration has 

don with its programs to reduce unemployment and to fight 

poverty -- it increases farmers• bargaining power. 

We in the Executive Branch are most anxious to consider 

new ideas to increase farmer's bargaining power, ven though 

at times this may not appear to b so. 

For example, more than two years ago I suggested that the 

res al program for grains and oil seeds be extended to 

warehouse loans. As you know, in many instances farmers do not 

have storage facilities on thiar own farms and could not use 

the reseal privilege. 

At first l did not make any headway. But I persisted. 



I felt very strongly about this because the basic effect 

of this approach -- and one that goes to the heart of the whole 

subject of bargaining power -- is that this authority keeps the 

ownership in the farmer•a hands. 

Under the previous system, farmers gave up ownership of 

warehouse-loan grains and oilseeda to the Commodity Credit 

Corporation upon maturity of the loan. 

My persistence paid off, and now the reseal program 

is a strong weapon in the farmers • arsenal in our efforts to 

increaa farmers• bargaining power. 

The general public understands that farmers are not now 

in a po8ition to decide the prices they get for their products. 

Look at the language of conunerc : We say the hardware 

store eha;ges 39 cents for a pound of nail , General Motors 

charges 3 thousand dollars for a ear. 



But the sella things, gets 

five dollars and 20 cents, blend, for his milk, or ~ 26 

dollars for his fat cattle. 

~e farmer deserves the right to charge for his products 

instead of getting what the buyer decides he should have. 

It has become clearly evident that further progress toward 

parity of income for farm people must depend primarily on 

what they can do for themselves. It will depend on their 

ability to maintain supply-demand balance -- and specifically 

on their ability to increase their economic muscle or 

bargaining power in the marketplace. 

One of the means for improving farmer bargaining power 

is through expansion and improvement of our farmer cooperatives. 

The great advantage of a cooperative is that your voice 

is heard. Standing alone you amount to very little in the 

competition of being heard, but standing together you make, 



aa they would say in Biblical terms, a loud noise, and you 

will be heard. 

This is a big country. Everything is big today. We have 

a big population,big business, big labor, big outlets, big 

retailers, big wholesalers and big manufacturers. lf you 

try to bargain alone, you will be exercising an old American 

characteristic of individualism. But you're not likely to do 

very well in terms of yo~ bargaining power. 

Parmer& need bargaining power. They have tbe desir• 

and they should have the right -- to get firm control of their 

own economic destiny. 

Competition is a great American tradition -- but so is 

equity. If American farme&'s are going to get equity, they are . 

going to have to bargain. 



President Johnson, Secretary Preeman and 1 are going to do 

our be t to ee that you have the right to bargain. 

It will not be easy for thousands of independent 

producers to bargain effectively. There will be difficulties. 

Producers of many significant crops are scattered 

throughout many states. Geography will make it difficult 

for them to confer and cooperate. 

Por some commodities it will be difficult to control a 

sufficiently large percentage of the product. Unity of 

organization for effective action on production will present 

problems. 

But we have faced greater difficulties and won through. 

Bargaining for labor had its own catalogue of so-called 

impossibilities, moat of which have been realized. 



with the best diet -- at the lowest real cost -- of any 

agriculture in the world. And its high time it was rewarded 

fairly for doing so -- fairly in the marketplace where it 

really counts. 

Tonight I have given you the plain facts as I see them. 

Our debt to the Americ:an farmer is great -- and it has 

not been repaid. 

our progress in recent years baa been substantial -· but 

muc:h remains to be done~ 

Our government and its programs now provide the farmer 

with an essential margin of protection -- although it does 

not guarantee him prosperity. 

The farmer is entitled to the bargaining power enjoyed 

by others in our economy. No more and no less. 
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The problems of our cities and those of rural America 

are in reality a single national problem that demands the 

attention of us all. 

Food power used in the War on Hunger is America's 

special weapon in the qu for peace. 

Let's close the Prosperity Gap once and for all. 

Let this be one America, under God, with liberty, 

justice, and a fair share for all. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote, "Those who labor in the earth 

are chosen people of God, if ever he had a chosen people ... 

If ever there were a chosen farmer, it is the American 

farmer. May this nation honor him accordingly. 
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ThtHlk yGu v ·ry, \ er-y rr:uch Oren roe f: t<" ley. Th .r .. A :: cu my very 

ny field, •!Jbether 1t 's --griculture 

I '"nt t0 salute your .. ~ticnal rres dent.. l line ... lot of th1ng.s 

nbout hii.l . I just met r1is ·: fe. She 's p• tty tC!o. But I l1he the 

fnct tb~"' he ' s strnd- p ~En . B t s B r b.ter fer ;bat he bel~~v~s !n 

and he ' s • ·urked his heart out for you v.:onderf\11 ¥eo ... ·a out here in 

this audience nnd ~11 ver A~erica . 

ay I sPy to Geor e Mt>dsen r:nd n;y friends from l"innesota !lov-

much I appreciate tb1s J,.in . I l"ish that you t d b~d those in~ made 

r ~dy before that Purdue game th~t ~e hod . Minnesot & . ~ntod tc go 

tc· tbe Rose T'c~-1 vnd l think our pins ~era tc10 m~, 11 , Pt' there '' '!: 

so ething th t we t •-rong Rnyvay, but 1 t sure l C-'ks .... c,od . I've never 

seen _ gcpher J~ok. so h:';t<y ~ Ar:.d l r ·ctdd ·ear it ['11 durin~ this 

speech, t:'U t I' ve ho.cl a hard dny :-nd I dt;.n tt want to .t•Ut ?ny r:'cre 

little t1Ine visiting ith yc-u . 

Oren , Hr . Stc:,ley, first lliay I tharuc -ou very ruuch f .. r the hc.ncr 

th.t you 've bestowed u ·on me and for the privilege that ' s wine cf 

being here -- ... th you n.nd your cfficerq ~md delegates from t-11 over 

h i s gree t gricultural 1id .est. Scuth, 1:1ll over- Jl.a;eriea . Tr.is aud-

1 t r1um bas b en in ntt tion:; fCl.me (" .. ly recently . Thel"e \' r.s a i.:Jig 

T::1ped e.<) dross by the Vice Pre ident of the United StPtes, Hubert E. 
I:urnphrey' to the r-retionc> 1 c \,,n e.nticn cf tl e fir. ticn2ll FPrrner rgrni zat1C>ra, 
Lou isville, Hentuck.'r , _ D ... cember 7. 1Z67 , 8 : 00 P . ! .. (EST). 
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rize : i gh't out here, but I think the-re ' s more fight in the t-t . F" 0 . 

th n there was in both of tbose fello.s th~t ~ere in this stadiuw. 

But I'll tell you, v~ha.t tlH~Y should have dcne ·:1s bad the fight fl t 

tb~ s:we time that you came to town . Tbey t of had a big audi nee . 

Oren tee told me , he st:tid, Hubert , if you have a little time 

ana ycu cc.:uld dr .i" dvwn to Lcuisville, I ' d like to 1ave you meet 

few of m .. ., relatives ond. a fev' of my neighbors . Tfby , 1 sP.id, I r.;ctfl ' t 

know if 1 can do that or not , tut I ~-ay be able t • ~~Jell , ba sale , 

tre ' d lik~ to have yr-u drop n r-·r a little scc1, 1 occgsion . ~·e • ll 

have a f.a-• ...- fclks d.ovn there. I ·'ant to tell yrlll tbis ran Loa Staley 

sura .:-l c: btive a big fB.mily . And. ft·c.m -what I bear it ' s getting b.:ggsr 

all the time . But ycu hno·, , fer~ ro"n fr..:m 'l'"'shi .. gton tc get ~n in

vitati on to ccme cut hero is rea ly 4uite a r:riv le{;e, G~sh , ;cu 

knoVi 6 me times you ,onder if yc:u core goint; to get J.nvi ted tc any-

t.bing , fter ycu rerd t.be p~lls r-nd see ~..hat lJ,f~ r t·GllS . Irve got to 

tell 0 ·an IJee my favorite story rbout getting invited . You Ar!O'. , , 

th ·y tell this story bc>ut this indu stri~LL.i s t tb:- t had e fine ~lant 

and ile h d '~ good union in th.'!it •. lant . They d1d a lot of collecti va 

barga. nL1g . 'I'ha irdustrielist , s t aken ser · ously ill and be \'ant 

off to th~ hospital~ and no~<>dy cAlled him, n body sa .t him B letter, 

n tody sent him e card; no get, ell cc:rds, ro flovers . 1 a ~COT' C·ld 

fello. as u~-1 there in the l .s i i tc.l as lc·r1es\me as C"Uld be ~ _ d sicker 

th ·n he ought tc be . Then one dt'y the Executive .onmdtt,Je cf the 

local unic-n h~c: a meeti ng and they discus~ed the c.:n•':itic,n r.f their 

boss. After due deliberatiC~n, they pRssed a resoJution 0.nd they do

cided tc s :nd a get well card t·- tl"!e ··1cs s of tbe plant . [lr:d tlre 

me ssa11e read like this: tt'I'ht;; E,;..ecu ti ve Cc~mi t tee of LoCl' 1 1 , 0 hP s 
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met nnd duly consi dered your c nd1t1on . And cfter consi er ble deb te 
and ajscussion, by vote of 8 to 7, ~e ·ish you ~ s eedy rec very . " 

I don ' t no.r ·hether Oren Le Stal y h d a vote or n t, but 1 ' 11 tell 
you, I'm gl··d I' m here . 

T.his is r tber historic ~veni&g, I ' m sure e 1ll kno ·, if ~e 
refl.ct for just a mG ent, that Dece ber 7 t·cds 1n the hlstcry of 
A erica e <: a; ·ell , .?.s Fra .klin R osevel t nee s·-1.id " . f1 y _ f inf _my", 

but at le .. st gre.t historic}l dcte. It ~s ~G years ~g on Decern~er 7 , 

l .. s41 .. b;<. t tbis n:t ticn E s at tac re~ nd e ere !-lunged i.nt.c '"\ r}- - r II, 

26 ye~rco ago. Anc~ le ... ding lli, t th~.t h ~ eric tnd fate ul n.r 1·ere R 

·hc,le se ias f events hicb c cme flashing · clC~ thr cugh t.·ur · i.!'ldS nc, • . 

Events cf n tggre":s rand a.g,ressic.n . Events ,f ~her-e cemocr~ cies 

vrit.bdre _ nd bsckeo up, refused t stand the· r ground . Events of 

'where fre~ peo le thc•ugbt that they co~ld et re~=;ce in tLeir time by 

av1-e si. g, nd then Hitler ' s tt · c.tt, and tr~ n th t fatetul "'nd · ~t'" rdly 

ottac~ 'n Pearl Hcrh-r , D~ce~ber 7, 1~,1 . T1at dater~ in·s us of the 

1mve r. tive need of cur country bei g evttr alert to the d. nger ·~v· i thin 

ann danger *' ithout . lt rlso re .1nds us of the imperrtive necessity of 
st yina strong . tot just militrrily, :ven though tb t i~ vit 1 jn 
this v crld of ted y, bu t stRyir .. g o r ng in ur ec nc.oy , stP-"'ir.g str ng 
ir1 t.rms (f c1ur ~ole . Our ,)ecple th t re educoted and heflltr~ c 

peo le th t o~e devoted t h t his C'\mtry st.nds fer ~nd l'th.t. it has 
meant thrcugh ut the any gener~ticns of it ' s histcry. Yes, f'ecemter 7 
i s a ,f y th, t sbculd remi ,d every0ne thr~ t \ e ei her 1r~n t retber n F. s 

Ben !<~ranzlin sr 1d , "cr ·e hang c:.e -r~ taly". It reminds u .,.. the io-

p rtance of colJ ective security . It re.,inds us f tbe i F 't't'.nce cf 

bei~g repcred . It remlr..ds us of the imt.·erte.!.ce ·,f f<,cing tha threat 

of agY.r .. ss1 n befc e 1 t gets t o !IIllch befc-re tb '-·or l d :i fl en~ uJ f'ed in 

r:::~·. cC.do • 



... 4 -

Only ::>o days 8gc· toni ght ycur Vice President V'as in DFmc.~;, 

Indonesia, f~r .ay fr m1 Louisville, Ke:ntuei'y, in fl strv.nge land J but 

the fifth laT'gest nation on the f·1oe cf tbe e rth. I he d s rent several 

day in Viet ?-tam.. lt v s my fiftb t:r:iJ" tfJ Asia si.cce I bt:came your 

"t ice President . Some f you u.ay ask, ·:ell, .,.,by so mcmy t lwes? Be

cause 1 my fellor Amtn·icnns , ever 50% of Gc-d ' s ebildr n of t uma.ni ty 

live 1 ~ A.sie. And it just is my vie"' that the hOb of -p-eace o-r the 

po.>sibil1.ty of tot:d confle;gration , total nJr , m~1y be deciced by 

wh.at b ppens it1 Asia . Therefore, , e t .:lka a ~een interest in it . 

The ref re, ·.-e feel t.ha t sc1metimes it is ttCit"e imt.1ortc.nt tc be concerned 

about tbe F~~t- East nnd hat hRppons there, than it 1 even to be con-

cerned ~bcut ~u c~n East Coast and ~het t~ypens the~~ . Both re im-

port aot, but the fft te c mank:t.nd no longer is in nny c•ne pars .·n t s 

hands rnd, m re 1nrvort~>ntly , there isn' t nny ay th'it tt•e c;;n isolate 

our elves eny loncer . ·~·e ' re in this .... orld ~:ind it 1 a maller o1e every 

year . Pnd th~re l.sn ' t ~ny ...,ay th<:<t ycu c n n t ·~the .crlct 1 ,.,nt 

to get cffnt acco!'ding to tb,.t old song .. I've got a fe~ folu.s that 1 

.a.no · v:ould like to get off ~- nd 1 ' ve got a fe~ th~lt I ' d r .. e glad tc let 

off, but I can ' t stop tbe .orld . And w.h11e I ktow thr. t v.a •re going to 

be in .space trnvel And 1 kno th~; t i! e t re go1ng to !-'ut e ~ri n the 

moen , 1 11:-vid'n ' t volunteered for that mission, 'ut I ' ve got some folks 

thPt I'd l~e glnd to recommend . But. be that as it ro11y, my fellOY! 

Am~ricens, thls little v.orld of ours is shrinking .. It t <'~lH~ S no loner 

to tr val !rom Chicago to S. 1gon iu 1°67 the..n 1 t did to gc• f 'l:'c,m G'1ictgo 

to London in 1940 o ~hat seems to b~ a far ny - l •. ce is reallv just 

next door :lnd .,l'hct . r.<i ~ if.f<:r~mt 

cultures E<re ve1•y mucb a part of <. <me l\:C r· d 1 !.r.d -:-:e 1 "tve an interest 

in th~t v·orld for our child en nd their child-ren nd yer. ganerat1cns 

unborn . 
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1 ~1dn ' t C0tlt'~ here ton1lht to dis·cus f rei~n ~olicy v.itb you , but 

8 dcbH tnbl n ·,oint.. All 1 en... t.ell you ~ s tbis, t .. hat, l! Aruer1cf, t i th 

i:n, t:.'~e cv~ . 

time . I kn:':l ... ~f no Jm tion in th"' h:l.stv:ry of warutind. tb& t has !;1ven so 

ani it ttust a .:.ho goal of evr.ry purson in this Cf'Untry . Bu t let n;e 

say this to yoo .. 1 ve17 fa oos~ ·orld ft:~.~t ... us Ch'rcl1IDl'ln .. lhe lEte and 

·~elcved Pc_pe Jchn XY.lii , sF id th" t v,hero t ~ere is c~.:mut. nt ~-BI•t, tbe-:r·e 

1 ~::nt Lber 
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Suh'ir to . l talkud to tbei 

cu- oper-_ ti ve 1 aG.ers . I :.l.k d to their l· b1)'t' lG?. i e1 s . I ; 1; tt ..l!1 to 

Cot'r. tl!ee.l fru · t:rur cm:mtry - ·~ r•rk - v.Lat hind of v · ges fN}ti for 

tbey 
V¢Y•V l 1 t t i '=' -4,3 - _ . ..... , 
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v.beat . ··e ne.;d corn .. !fe need vegetable oils . '/e need fr: ts . ·•:e need 
food. 

I~e · Yor Ci.ty or S ·.n Francisco cr Dal1v.s , Te.t.t:>s cr 1!1 .nm~,. :-'ol. i s cr :Jt . 

wou~d not he v.hat it is 'l...er 1t r. · t or you tH! • yc ..... ;: .r~ ,, .. lJ.cs, dt: 

and to WElke sure SI'.1Ccnuly, t JP t as :Y cu do .. out· J"'b of 

f£trmer .111 receive a fdir rlce f .r 11is •;rovrlng ~o~tribut:i.e:'1 tc• ~ rJd 

Hurriedly , 1 lo ked ovc s,;;r .. a o you.r res --~utl ons '" s I s:;; t ~Jt re, 

you . .4nd 1 lo ked d.O\•D the line , IH.1 1 i>.aven ' t bad a \..i:::r.r.:e 1.. 0 res. C. 
them 11 nut I .Kntw' t.bis , that \b t I ' ve r&.;.a on tb flrst J- ... £0 lvcks 
mighty gcod to $$., And 1 ca.n Sf:Y -to yc.~ the.t v. ben yvu :::; .... ek {!r~J~y a 
pric of 1 . 50 for corn and $3 . 00 for soybe-&ns ar.d nnt ,;.ess t:.h~n ''£: . 00 a bu . 
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for v.he· t, ycu ' re cot asking for Mlch . At the most you ' re sking for 

equ·ty, '"'or a fair deal , <1nd you t re er:titled to t . Jtr;d l ' tn t· i.,.lg to 

taL to you toni·ht out hov v· • 1 re goint~ to get tc th -se 11L:1 tee goP.lS 

f'nd , my , tih)S\3 -re 11 ited.. 1'~"~ nc.. unmindful of "he froet thPt 1 ye l"S 

a go sere of the~e prices v.ere ever:. hi.· AiH' th·m th , t . Pa.me me ny othor 

coren;odi ty i, Americt, tln: t b., e G nc de .n . I .r;o~ of none . You ctir'! ' t 

vVeD get .icKel c<:u~dy b r. Sc1 1rbat I've told you is tht·t foon is n 

!J01'>tn•fu.l 1nstrt~ment , 1Jov:e • ... ul ir.stru · ent • 1 r ...-e,'1ce d.d for fl."tJedctP 

n this hunt;ry .orld . Jr..d it i. nn .~.nstrun,ent# th n.hl'ully for e 

:aoarnt, t<t least, thL.t is alrr st exclil!::IV 1.y An~rJ.can . J."o other .a tion 

c:...n e '-*unl us ln u~11t t r or 'Ual~ty cf c•ur t'lg!'icullurhl 11rca' cts and 

our <1gr cultural .m ·r . I 'H:nt ~;;er..erflS .:.r.d bar~ers !l.nd .olitici<:1ns 

nd statusmen to .i!lov this: Tbat it · s cu r :. riouJ.tUt'&l 11nar tlmt 

i ves us th~ cri t iCRl .. are: r, v.t.· .aa tionr 1 s trt;;nt;tll tt · .. t th~ s country 

pc s sessc. todr-y . 

I've be n ~t this ousiness • long ,_;!r::e , uy f'riende , rnd v.htt! t I tm 
S~>.yi '• t j y.--u to _j gh; 1. t: t ne-.. .. I r,elievo it . i tb &11 rty he. r t r nd 

sou' . I gre·r: up in the ·;ici."est . ly :?<"'th.-,r s ~till ther& .. ._r·mo of 

roy loved crJ ... s "r(;! buri,~d t~'1ere . ~-.:i r;ru;:.;pr.rent ·-e <J :";r;;;; foll-'s . 

I d1:n ' · rs t t ; beE f·r..,.•er . I jus~~ Lt:c~r.'e t1 .r=l<i r•nc!!t, ·utI ':~nt 
tc t~l1. yo\.1 $ ! snld a lot of hog cbol#;!ra seruttl, ;;;nd J C.id tr: '~ ce.re of 

8 ft.;'< c ic.tt ... m3 th .. t n" <i t.be rcu,:, . • 

' 4: 11, t e ~rso•· Uwt ·. ~ Pte (.1 little u: re fcr1..t: .ate tcur.y tl,an ·.e 

ere scn:e yearn bti(!!! \ ith rur r'oc.rt Fct Pe~ Ct: n·o,;ra ; . i'CT n tir:Je all 

lia he d n t &t i .::ui t rcgr'.~ll' V.os \bat 2· .. ;; _el t vVt:.-r by tl.l! & :cid '"'nt of 

prodJe tion . 'But tl.e ,:;-o d F r !<' eed ow :,ct of 1~66 ~..~ ves us t: virtually 

o·er.-ended authol''it-y t &sc:.:lst tla't vn!;) th ... t are ,,il.Ling to hal them-



t - f ·ur sb r cf our ~roducticn vh1cb '~ r.re able t . .:::::r crt . Fe, .. F'0r 

I t • · v ··s 1 <~.as 1r.d h t better thi g .n you n • lt o '. 1c s t:he toll 

stunted int ·11'-'ctually Rnd 11 ys e~::lly ~·11 o..: tbr:.ir l:l ~-· b .... chuse of 

•. . ... f ~:lency · n protein in thos childb( od ye&rs . Protein def.1.ci en cy 

.lt{es P t rrible t 11 r int llect ·. d health , Foe· •c. .. Freedom rro-

s t~~b li ty. I t protrotes ocondr;ic <. evelopD: nt . I t 

hu1l s exr -rt e eed these F r.lli'.e t s a.1 d , t P r-.k &Oodness, 

I notlced '"""bat you ~aid in one f your l'esoluti .ns here , t!lr . StE~ley, 

f y·-ur ii:terest 1. the ff'rl?ern of u:erica having ... · igger s.r.d. a 

bett r sh"'r& t:•f the expert uBrh. A d I ,.,~ ect to Eurore this l.a t 

s· i .g to fi,bt for tbr; shrre; tc r. r . ·- sure .·h. t •. e 6Ct a bett~rr 

orld 1 rice .. or ur Y beRt <"".f.!C cur fe d gr~ ins tu.d he: t · e were net 

bl cited cut of t :10 Eurcpeau Lt..: rkets .. 1 c~n 1 .. y · rt t .... y 'U 1 ... , a n:ade 

a good ha r grin r i't'r y u, Oren ~, ... e t; d coll c l.ve 

So yc·u s e • hat 1 t m tr~'ing to s&y to :rou is ~ e 'ust be pr ".F~red to 

use evl:ln :more of our 'o " f.bur. ... ce t..he 'n , 01 bu ~Jr, beca 1se l 

s1ncerely bel eve t} (. t J.. ,uricr.n focc y ~:ell be t ..... ,n.ey to '1: o:rla 

ti"tmd nee to help b<)r eople · 1 t.h ... ur fc-,d fi ~<i, ... .n the sf:!me 1- r c s , 

f·\ir Jt rice 

fer tle r coccoaity . 
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pric .. and iecomo, • nd t.r.t 1s r ..... g.t.t nt tle t "'· uf t.h" .1!:-t, ~r:cl 1.1- the 

wb -comes 1\lt a.nd eJ..ls you ~rou Jever• h.f\11 it EO good . ! :tl.!.01i. batter ,..--- - ~ ,.,.-,l!-~ 

~--th r:4 th t. Put l'nl also go ng to tall yc-u some cf the th1ngc- that 

thus '$ • ve l:.r:.v tbt .. c f r r , hu t 

t ;Gy na~d tc be l';trengthencd .. Trie reeL" d sb r.s -c· at &rr.....,_,rrs in b1s 
--------~~ r~ 

tor m ... ny }t'ocucer!: "'re .. . . ing the difference tnis ygar bet··ee :· little 

¥!:'c fit ~ nrl 1" 1ng me tey . lso an '"Y 

.1.. -r-a:rs ,. 
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This C(cv.:.rc.tng 

Ct>~e r·- eff ctive t'·i:,imum rn ;1 ce ,~rrotecU ..... But eff,;ct-ve r.:.iLJ mm ~· J.J. * 

~,rice pr 'teet n is rlo ent·uo·h. .. ~a c n ' t sa ttl;:; 1 . f.:·::O ..... ~ iC~l f r n::il 1-

nn.1n:s. 'l'hr• t ian t t g·-;.cd et..cugh . .. ot just ·.~. e1nirru ric '",r ~ u:.ird.wu.m < 

str ~r .. d rd of 11v1n-"' or t-irdt;. · job . !m ricans ou6ht to e lC'C.If..ing 

livi ng.. That r s ,,h· t fl ci tiz.en of 'the U.1.d. ted Str tes of A ericr (~;serves 

.h~x~ he ~·rks · r.d put. ~~imself t 1 tbt: .,. s of d ng s "'~ .. etling for him-

self e nd his 2 i ly . 

'l'.Lis is all old b··t t you, yt.n.l kr.c'· it b&tt~r thPn I d , th. t •·e 

Ccurt-ri~s tlv t hean ' t b d 

yaar. flare 1 the United St t9~ the the 

I l i ke tr• ju.~t give r;.ys~l.f a lit le cc · ereial .. And l s~ , ycu ":l ,., J I 

US"d o 1 Ol\ u· in tbe s · i es v ·er:. l 

thos. b1~ bl~cK clruds rnd I' d sny, 0 D·d, do yru tLin~ -t ' s going to 

nd 1e t d s y 1 n :c, s n,. Uwse a e Just the e pti s ecrclug h· ck .tt 

:lou .r ov th11y told U"'l'1t stcry t b;.·ut tb·~ lit lc !' ~llo" v itr his cbd 
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j".ntl , 11 .r:;t net) the a: d gr~bbed tne boy by U1e t.an<, fJ.nd tm:~y Ile\ GUt 

-:..h ;. r. nt cc •.;: -r.. The cl · rk Sc d , ttV'1n t ln the , ;r J.d :is ' r.vng? Vhr. t 

but. isten, my b~y t s 15 yeers old . H~ ls nuv~r s~w. t •n nand t 

'ith -:.ny a..::cur" oy. Ard tbis trerc:err.ri us 1r...:rt:Je.se 1< ~utput, bot. here 

to · trengthan pr1ces to the e~·t ·• t th. t they did lu r ~o yeF:rs , · • 

1'hils-s ·red .~.'·erer.t. 

uction, it re r s nts c-n1y a 1.~"' cut· "Ct> i:r .. "crlc! rodu.cti.:·n. .r:~.-1 hen 

ou.t ut only e ..... , ut 1 :;'%> . 
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M ybe i'te b.-ve tc· lenrn frcrct ctb r J,>e-~le . Sc ta ;.eed n:diticntll tccls 

friends, you b,d 

yuu re go:~.n.c t.o get i 1 s !t<;; Lr uble.. You ..... Low< t.~;·;_-t . hy p l t·~ l. 

ycu . hen the f rst nutcL.obilc c .e 1n, tl e livery ·t.rbles -...er u;it.,hty 

. the 

come cut lew r.l·d Li! ve into P h · gh, ycu :· ve tu rl ulenc e ." 

had ·me f t ~se flights? I b e- scar~ t~e ~iv~n deyli~bt. ut tf 

tell y u . 

orgn:i z.,_ t1c r:. under t ~n s it. I thin- tbe ~reat acbie c 'E::r&t of the 

sen cf ·\ dru ~gist a·fl t uru -gist, I 'Ught not tc 



u • And I ' n: .,,l.·d .. ~ ... e b·~r. :i th yc1u "n.G ~ nm lis ten 1e·•r 1 rj ..:111d s, 

~hct ycu tve orme in Y'Ur \i :.•!". ruA :l.i~:cussing, VV'~H:; ju~1t 1~ tte ~-t"g e 

~r ~i~CU.Eing. brri·i~~ng po .r err ied ru by th~ r. F.~-, t~is bftA 

nt.r but n ~c 

b "!GI ' t cnly cc.nvir. ;e · ... < ...,.e the rU _ic, ycu t re cc· .vin i.g the 

mP.ny ti:ras~ 

c-v rcol' on thi s proprsit.ion .. But thl s is 1.. t:: ,~y ·e (1 Cl'Enge in cur 

ccun .. ry. It car:::n t t C· • .J easy. Org<..~-..i:.....ad lnb r did . rt ut.t • h:- t lt b s 

t·'rlay ,y just eo.ifJt~ arc ·nd s: r ng, If! lbi.t· it's e. gt.di :daa~tt r.rc t - t 

-1 , t tern A ef'iCt 1. incus try r.t :i. ~ t t r'' Lo -.. ht t .j. is te-d' 1 ·bee use 

snrabcdy r-·id, 1' 1 think 1r. ' - . .;,~rt f n. r.~,lce tiJir . .; t d{'• f They feught 

for it, Tiey ··c·!'J:<.erl f'or it. They J;.lnnned far l'l. Tl,ey . cr!.fi ced for 

it. They h~d to b ve 1•-pdership . 1 don 't :&.no• rhfJther you fclk~· j~Lc 

··hether e h.- - l.J ten, I (~.a.dn ' t c;(;l t) <Ut I;e:re t. ~r so nre£! Loa 

f'tnl y, 

· the : re" c.:.t , r:ct 

--nly n _ ;ri ul tur~ out 1 .... t1•0 tct~ l ec J cmy of 1J.1 crun try, :- s .r r 

Pruside t ~nd ycur ~rr c rs f t' is £rbFni· t jr .• 

I f I understand ~.hi.. t yo-u .ant, it is 1:1 r.t fa:rn~r •·;-nt tc· e in 

a c1si ·ion t<. df.:!Cide tbu J.ri ·e t 1~ t trey ~ re g . it.~ to t;tet or tl:~<.?li r 

co.;..modith:s. ThEtt .• ,}',;_t you tH!t t ao .. lio". tbat ts not. v£n•y rovcjlu-

t cmary. Y .t: t everybody ~lse do~s , y1·u 

rn~ ter is th( t ri.;:tJt t:(';V yC'u ' e h vine; tC• 

But tbl3 frc. of the 

0 ht for th~tt .. 1ght .. 1ght 
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no; r. rm rs do not find the salves 1r t~- ~os1 1 to dcc:..do be 

ric s tboy get for their lJ:roducts. 1 d tht1 t' s v;hy the 1 • F . n . 1 i ~t1 ts 

fer b l."~ aining nd b~ rgai:r.ir•g ;O\ er. Thf•t' s iby I' m here t oni ght . 

I'm h re for one lU!'posc to.n1fih t. 1' 11: heri3 to t ll you that the figh t 

thlllt yc)u•ve c~r~ied on has reached tb h ,,h counsels o ·his Qc,v.ernment. 

I'm bere tc..1 tvll you thf t ~ e ·no. th ·t ynu t re on t r" ..... ht road. 1 

\ . .:;,n t you to kr~o th t I, <t:S your Vic~ r•ra 1dent , r n.d ope a ing for cur 

Tre.:!.dent of tbe Uni ted St tes, '\o are "'andir:g ,1th yt.·u. ·pe "ant tc 

be :1th you . 'o ·~nt to W rk } i th ycrU A.nd thP.t t s "t"hy flu ert Humphrey , 

Vice President~ c e tm-re tr:rigl1t, .,. .rou t d Kno'\ it. 

l'v b~en i n public l i fe .. , J r · time Hhd I h..n.O\~ sc;i-eb.d)'s gring 

to say" w·;ell , he "'tivt.:ildn ' t b<we uone tkt fat." ···e .... l, I didn t t ~·) 

very f .. r.. Look t the lPn~~fige: t' • bu A ness anc:. cc .werc.e, ~r.od believe 

me, I bell eve in out· busi ness syst ~c.: . I \J nt ' u tc rJ v I believe in 

th rofi t sys tar.~ .. I bel .lave ir. it f -r ~he L · s i .us s m&n . I believe 

n i t fvr the term r, r.d I bel'ave 1r.. f' i,.·r rna !JOGd \.q;e fer a 

-~· rA.er. I think thrt ' s tbe only -way this ccu.try goes "'re. ,d . l do-'t 

thir yuu ccn m l~e any r: cney out fJf aupers .. I don ' t believe ir: sconcrty 

th~t ' s l ~ ~ 7 -ledged qtool ·1th one le1 sbortdr th1n the othe~ 1 A 

V'3ry st!'!ble <:cone y. l : tc!l"'d s roe o d f~rm i'ri~n s nf '· i n try to 

do ~ome c i.D:..in on ne of thos~ shcrt l~geed ' - le • -\3d .~tools, ::::.nd the 

1 one tb· t CPIUe out on top "· s tlw c .. 
·~11,. let t S lnck c.t the le:r:.rru~ga r.f C(~~fn•ce.. •e ~ry , fol~ O:X'' ;., Je, 

t he .. l"1'd>.2.re stn:ra ch-"rges :1s¢ a iJCUnd for nails .. Th"" t ' s the price -

it' s put ei&bt 1n tll·re . Gm.e-r8l. I<:t()rs c}lcrg~.., $t,0 .. 0- ~..1,J'J r--r, 

c nr , bu t the f:Jrnt...·r, ·b ~ also pr uces and sells tLings, , ha.t do they 

s ey ab<.-ut h i • \. ull, e'll gat - n t cbe · e - but, o ' 11 get - 01 , 

~·5 . 00 - $4 . 50 ... 5 . 20 'Ll~nd price for r s ' ilk., a.e""ending on lhic.h 
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ye!"r it 1 .. 

it. ra cl(eS 

0r hetl get ~~ · -

t t Ch3rge it- a ets 1s ~111 n~ tc ti e 

bim . No·· 1- c:1es t;nd gontl.~.oen, l•r:a ·:a:Ltg to tnh .e a V{n·y (;~":n!h!rv~·Uve 

Ono tl·rt is fully ~·itl•in th<:: le:x.!c -n , 'IC .:;:th.:1r the lPn urge 

of ~ tJeric:"n ou ·in.ess,. The f l'Hl r d serves the rJ.gbt t ot ,._. gu f ,.r Jls 

prod cts lihe arw -ody else,. 1nsteMl of ett.i.ng ;.li<.t tbe buyer dt:c4des 

he Crn :ive hi• 0 \'ht t ·u.a ... ,I' vi' C:d Nve. Tl1 f~ t•a vlat .lt ' s ~11 abut. 

But le · .. e be e~.;.Jc-. lly c. I~<lid v itb y c,u ~ Tho ,:rog!'lJSS ti.<" t re t re 

tn.L .. 1r~g <::bout, ftlrther t':rcgresr., tm·, rds ecc.mouic equity, economic 

jus r.; ce for f ,r , people, is &o ~·g to rle~;end rir:u:u:·1 ly 0n ~ ht> t t!ley re 

ahle to do for tberJselves. That ' s 'thy y u t re !jet'f~. Ch yes, ,over!'r·ent 

~>t'<.,gi'~'<il!S relp. Bel1ev 1'18, t.bey he }) .. Lcr 1S. • :u·rch... "'es, F'cr ,ers 

Eome A.d .... 1nistr£4.t1on~: Ccrem"Klity Credit, R. E. A .. , R .. ! .. I. 1 ttll of 1t 

helps. You ,y,. I -n~"~\i' that . '., .on ' t ~.- _ .t tc .Lose a it of :lt. ·e 

·v-. en you t r~ tr s sirg cu t the 

Wr:ter frC'm tile bnvt. ro, i'.Q- '() t to !{ee .... bc:t l6 h~ve,. P.ut t!grin, I 

re o t "·h t th t Sen~'t r frc · 't th D~ "t.,. t·cld ycu lJt1St l i ht.. F-:>rm 

po 1 tlcel p 't er in tlHt C(mgr ss .... egretably bas .. itr.·ish..,;d, "''J~d the reascn 

it t s d.i., ish.,d 1s becau~H c·f tbe shi.ft "'1' .tJ'~pu a ... n. 

fello Americrm., 1 if out· pc,l1 tichl po er in th • P"'ll 

dimi sh s, than yc~u mu r, t 1.t;crer:< se yottr eC .r,or:ic poe er 

pl ce . Ani!. tt •t ' s ~h; you're try rt;. t do . 

of Ctr.g ess 

n th~ .::.rr.. ·e 

t;ovr llm .. ot out h re tc .. (rr 6 <--n1ze ft!' !C. }"'. 0. Y<.:-u •ve bt.•t batter 

cr ·nnizers t.h n I' 11 ver b • B-ut I ' (c 11t t t<: .. l' to y "U f• lj t t" o bit 

bout scme 0.1. the 'y thr t ' e , it. G -verratjent , cz: r. hel,., <.: L tbi. b¥ r 

gr~ining po~··;rr, because ' e ou~;ht to be 1 ~ rtne't""'. 1 nd 1 t ve tmen tr '1nJ! 

tc hel o~ke t thrt l.y, Oren L·e. Let e tell ycc th· I ' ve ee 

t:ryi'1g, e\.S your Vice Presit:er.t, to :;,.;rc cb t.he doctrir:e f u.r:der~trndittg 
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and toler n e., tp pre ch the (ioetrir! <~f and i'a:rtnernhip 

need thll Gcvernm .nt f <h ting r~rmers cr busines~, cr business '"'nd 
fnrme-rs fighting tbe Government. It•s your G<>V€t'l:OI:ient . ~-:e CJU~ht to 

le on the svme te , Fnd ~ban ~a gat t~ gether iKe e ere tonight 

.e t re going t be 0n the s2 e te m .. 

get< big teacher ri,bt ha~e ~l·ng side cf me, 

•11th th P- t need fc<r bt"rgr.1n1ng po•·~r n mind, v:e rec.ntly nvtde a 

to mai:ntr 1n control cf their zr; in unt11 th0y choo.se:1 to ~~11 it. '"hen 

crop lo ns expired u:n,d -r the old re t.;ul. ti-.1ns. the G vEn:·r:mant t 0ok over 

tbe t or c grrin nnd 1t <:;me po t b•d to sell it. Ana. tlera as no 

y the Goverr..ment could got tbis gr in vff its bands v1thout av1ng 

S'"'ma influence em the market. You kn.. it Bnd l kn . 1t. The n~n 

policy , ~nd l h"'.d ~z h~nd in it, your resident h;.u •· direct bnnd in 

it, in f act, ht;j or uered it, returns this ~~ l.'"h.et ... ng ddCi!lion to tha 

producers, .1 (J~1ng t'he" to ret: in title -.. h.i.le extending the loRn 
~ und r t• ~d th &. t t~<·~ rivil(H~e apt-.ll$s <r.e th r the 

g in :1~ s tor C. on the f "lru, or- . . co reerci· 1 v.:;rebouse, or 1n :your 

own cc-op elevrtor. Before , ycu c ulo 2b·.eys store it on the ¥' rm. A 

~ and • ve ra')'tla, but -}Jet if y ou 'en • t bn e fr cl-11ties c·n the f r t"m, 

tben you h~d to s 11 t<:.} the Cc.·~LUi -d1 ty Crerjj t C ··r 1 or at 0n . Tbe, clr imo 
the 1 fm; foreclose,_, nc o !"'pe; ~ ut not nc\'. . row, r . P •. r er, ycu 

ratHin title n rz t ter v hm·e yc.ur · r a in :ts r;nd ·• Jen yc.u ret"it title 

1 ' s &ot ~oing t o be aumped u the .a· het. fi1ie ~~~rc~cb crer tes bnr-

"1n1ng po 'or for r rmers fm ~'· t.l h pa they use it t o keep their prices up. 
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It fit!S in .line vit.ll ··bat Y'U it i. lt~. o. h~ve been fight ;.g to .hieve. 

'Jh, I t ·11 y ·u I ttinl the -vord is C'U • 

1 -.~n t t 1:.no·· if rll r them f''id .1t, hut they ; i l. liov· they v~::.nt it 

2,nd he .. shculd h,,ve t a rigbt t.;.d tb~ cp ·Drtu.r ity tr.· l.ITa it ·o ett...:-r 

control tL<Jir --~ 1 

Stutes, c-1'~}s:tde t Jdn.scn, Slf:cretr.-ry Fc€HJJ!F·.i, ''T ! ere c; ing r.o d,... ou r 

best to see t., t th"t r ght <":r(.. th -t 'Pt~Crtun ty is t;:~:.v .. , ;;nri m, 1 I 

"' day t ;; \ 111 he 1 r.nd bo-.., be. py you 11111 ;ave b..,~r. to 

for tbe .~er .1n f rmer, a .ev 

~ric<rl L: r.. · ,...tiuce~, the 1 i t to c::mtN 1 hi 

sp~ ches ls I've b'Ot ore te e, t e,.l l ·' c cte tc i- x~e 'nether crte 

'i tl' it, but I look t yc,u !.UJd I jllSt f ul bet·er., y~.u "" V() the 

l b·v the t ... fH.d th energy, ::c I th1!lk 'e'll ~:;· t o :it. J:~'t~ c :me 

her_ in Ken uc~y, 

t:'_ :>(' 
~- . ., . 

tha t he r.-u d ~ t sell • ; nd I 
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bargaining 

of - " 1 vith ai 111ty ta 'iY for food, i _r'-v·c. incottcs, uS t' is Pod -

minis tr~1.tlo. is tryi :; to dr :n t' aucl ··~ uneF 1 y .ant - 1<· n fight!. ~g 

.:-OV rty, farm 

• nrJ t d y 7 

re.~: r s nt J let .1J tel ~, u ,: ;: t tte 

· oo o ln ·., SJ i .gtnn , they 

tta t St i d, "Do ... .,. ::-:y i th the u. 

1· st tJ' .. th in subcor·.u t!;e, nd I 
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gr· 1n out (.f t..t. G · u-cerci«l .Hl' t \ h LJ. ,r;rica ·Hrre lov., re· ove ~t frcc:r 

he u. rnet and ro~ d1Y influ~.mce . •..t t ..; . 1 r .. ~~t. It 'tt,. l.d t.ave vro 

tect ~d the n.a tion in ti ..... ~;;s of :;,c '~..:i ty c. nd it . cul.'~ hErve h •lt d t:he 

r-roducer by subst·.r,~,i~ lly b of.titJg ,·.he t, cor~, n .lrl scr cz .. n ;;rices. 

The ~harp dr · in .hea t ~rices · J cne vf! t ~·ollc ed t!dJ subcor:~l.: itt e' s 
vote to tr ill th t 1111" sho· s no :iJ..+ ortant this biJ.l ou1d h~ve been 

&Ld · ns to the .reducers. ·Y f llo1 A-ericaus, this gr~~t nrt1cn ith 

11 of it ' s res 1 onc:ibilit.ies at !wme < •. t! · r(n.d needs str ~ teg.ic re"'erves 

of f rm com! QC: t.i 'S.. It ne .:!OS . pr gr tl L<:' keep t.h-se res0rves !\ 

comn;o!• s .... n. e, cl rly d~: i.t.wa levels, ::.nsul<:.toJd frur: the rrarkat .. It 

nee s a prcgrn tLat sp;:: cifies :-. t r~d Y .1 'n t.110y cnn be re1en::H:.Jr1, ;c 

th .t tb y d' n t interfere -.. i th Le t"Crket L.d .~ r sn (Ur eTices .. 

It !'leeds a .1-'r· r•r~:: m tl.1at relies .... :i .;,ri v· tt:t irrv I tc.r ... es f r ncrt 1 btlSi

ness oper··ti0,.s. NO\ .rt•s •het e trie\ to get. And I d~..·n ' t v; nt 

you to quit fi 'ht1ng r r 1 t. Tbere ' s nvtlh .. t• s8""s1o. · f tl is Ccn. ress 

C(Jtnir g u n.d e t .. o~d a str~tcg:lc fwd l'Q!H:l'Vt;} 1 6l.' ,. f s .u:uch, or ·ore, 

as ,. e n._~Jd bombs ;:;nd .i 1. ne"' £ rt~ sc..:.-1iers. C1 n ycu 11: agine · hat ... c,uld 

hap en if the Congress f the Un te<< St~t s !dn ' t prov..~.dc for our 

com on defense? ·ell, ycu Cc nnot uefeud An eric~ ny longer ·~:ith ut 

re£arves of f cd and fiber for curs~;lves · r!d f r tl.e \ 0rld . TL1s is 

our w.r,;in of stre .. gtl •• s let t ~ get u.sy . lld f;bt. tll ·t bi l tf T'C·U h . 

The harsh trutb is, th..-~t there 1'e some ~t t..B£ fcrcas, relentless 

forces, rt : r tryi·lg t under ine cr~d destroy f' I' progrnms; prcgr. res 
that e fnught 1~:-rd fer crJd · m le~ en ted 1: 1 th sc ttruch eff"rt . I fr:mght 

f r 'them, I kn ·; . I f< ught for th< t ·d e t progl'r.m 5 times. I ss it 

~illed S times, and I Sh.; u~ :in ty H an l. ul f vctes, less th~n ycu 

cr:n ut n cne hand. So ladies Pnd gentl ...... An-:, U.e r~.cts ._ r-.. l ~- t ret 

1 ~rm jncome \'.ould r~ll by 1/3 if tl.e present tir groms Y ere G.rq.~ped and 

some people '~truld '"Ve you · el1ovt3 that tb0t v;aul be t:;o.;d fer the 
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singl consumer in the orld today is tlaJ Awer can fhrm r , if he h, s 

some 1ncf·me . Ee eods .... v t iLcc-,·~\,;1 · He corlsumes r. ore stet!'l t:U~ n the 

.uto .. ol ile industry.. lie consumes t::Ot't1 })etroleum tha y other 1 -

dus ry. He consum~s .• oro elactr ~ cl ty t.h<.:tl tb ~ to~ ter1 ertc~ n ci ti~s . 

: e ' s n big COil•ru~ter 1 ~nd ycu de something to ~ncrea:>e income in the 

Uni ted tates~ you von't have ."'ny ext:r .o~.nventoi·y ·f unsr-. d c- rs.. .v-u 

;'d.m ' t b v any o:xtr& inv nt,...l"'y f f.:-'1' 1rachinery tfH.:ct ycu can ' t t et rid 

of . m h , ll<:·, r:;y friend . I J f ve b een c.rcu d toe long " I .• ow th!s ·1Ch, 

in our ovn little bus ness back f>Ji'e tb .t vhen the f<:;.T'mer h"'d the rncr_ey, 

':all, •· h . t I b~v tried tc t lk to y0u ~ bcut to .. 1lgh t then , a s I 

dr w tbi mes3.ge t e close, 1s a better ae 1 - ustice - thJt ' s ~11, 

just ~imple. ju t ce for the Ac;aricar' f· rn.wr tHld h:.o 1 t t n bot tar for him 

it ' s bet er for .merle • v·e A.I Oi. tbnt . But H~ ll ' nm tht.ire ..t.s ore t 

thi s sub j ect U1an just doll2rs Eld cents . ~at \e &re r~~lly tnlKing 

"'but 1;.;. t .. o u lity -,f lifJ ill rur rc l Au.eric:-'. '· tm· 11,. ou · funding 

lot cf differ-

ence . Ycu c .. survive under • totcli t ·•r { n reg r.e,. Yo'* lave a ch- nee 

to be bt, ppy i. n free soc-iety. So we ' :re t ... l.tti.~. .. g c bcut rJppo1:'tun1 t i es 

t.h~t y ou .:.nd ycur chi ldr 'n vUebt tt; have tc t r ze ndvantr. :::e C"f the 1m-

J,rrece onted st.-nd~rd f living that· .meric '-' cnn cffar tcd"' Y· ... e ' re 

cummuni t i es t' - t c· n pfford 'll>lic ser ·i,~es 7 l'lch ' ilJ ; tt•.,., ct x.e . 

. e 1 ra tal~in , bc,Ut l'.U-<Urin_g it pus.ible f'cr rur,l }"CUth t St~y Gil 

ful l 
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ll 1 _,,, erica. 1'1 ~ t ~ Ly tb~y ler ve . 

"L' ;c intc the city . sume of t~em ~ i ll 

find trouble , :pollute I ~ ir, c• ngestti str~ets, a:n.d ~erne ("f there l;q•o-

fully will f ind ( ppcrtu .1 ty, bt; t their ot!;..rrturc ·-· 1L .. rz:·1 e rurr.l .rr.erica 

CGrer plrtce. 'fl.ei r lfJhVin;~ ' i ll 1 t 0 .ly S~i a-r; te the!n f!'vtn their 

,ell s accno ically. 1" f ·r ,_: v ·-no tw.~~ e y·\ung ~-· ~r ~cans in run~l 

wbere to " or .c .. r fJd ' bere to r~-.ise tboi r f'.. -f.ilie s. 11· tlsey " i-ab to live 

1r. the c.:1 ties then t:hose cit e~ s .ould be cle.:>.: r d hole3cr:e ~ r.d safe .. 

Tr:d • , too (}f ... e .. , they ·~re not . I f they v· nt to s ... all ,o [l 

or en the fnr •. tr. y sbould be nble 'to d, so, <:~.Cfi t"" or.~<~y rt- r::a.xJ L 

standard 1.1f li Plcg in ~Vt$ry 'UJ.'f, to } ovtJ every bener.:: t t.h~ t th, city 

offers • .Put~ tcoofter~, they c.:,n.n.t. Tbe A-ey ton fully c't4volopel! r1rr..l 

bli bt, tbe ur n lur 

equity 1 or Uje Aro ~ri ct . fHr~:.er .. Ec0n, .ic equity sc tb·- t che rurt:l ; nrts 

of A·er1ca, the frrm and tbe small co· unity v!ll n.ve nn AttrRct i n 

huild .heir h .!Ul' , CT'Cc te ne, .. jobs , ev . ... 11.rustry, 1 r- auco t.Le fo~· and 

t"ibor , and ··1 _ler>s · ~ do it, ~...y .~:rie .... ds, I fer-.. r for r is 1 <: t.1o.t... Gne 

hun red williu1 r:.ore /u:;Jeric<~ns 'ill be \ tb us by the ye"r 20Uv .. ibere 
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love you COU!Hry. Your lit . e d iltire1:, ~bon t !ey 60 to schot.l; 

•t cttent~on evary morning, A le~st 1 hu~e tb~y do. I hora tntt e're 

old-fash or. d enr;u 6 h to ~ o so e of t!. ~se tl :u:gs, ud rt: eat the p edge 

silDnt .ruyer. It ought tt" be your eT::wr..- l cor:;t.itrrent evt:n•y day, not 

just th :~ first . ords, bi.it re b<t +:he pledge is .. Here • 

.Ar:;erict' is ell about .: .tl he:re i::: the pro11.1se of tbis .Hr,tion ~ nd bere is 

wh.Pt L5rcoln rn~Mnt , t.l1 t "e v· uld ::.itb~r ernly l ... ~e o:r rcbly '3f!Ve this 

ru · pro .. :tse 1 

tn( justice :'or .11. .y fell(\, J. Ht':iCd.S, tb:- v 1 S vbat this CU. try il::USt 

ship itself. Not m:t.lon d:ere there is JUSt:: c~J 1~or set. e but ir justlce 

f -r c·tht:rs. Not ·- tl~'ticn .:.r. · .ich t1 ere is 1.:: oer ty fu' t.Z.-e ..,c\ 0rful, 

but none f · r t.he "l e~k. It us t be ' lh t \.'e s::nd it h( l:J. be; oau na ticn 

unner Cod, ..... ivisible_. idl liberty m .. a Justice fer s.ll . T1i t's cur 

you in trying to -:onJe it f ref\11ty in ~1urtlme .. 

Thrmk y ·u very a:u cb. 
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Jltb'f lftlat • ~~ 

llJ. w . .,_, • ¥M"J liUCit,. eno Lee w.,._ th.U c.o 

"" h'tn4 · ia tzu11 :a 1ft• le.S. Ia tbU ..,.cq Sn 

f1eld .,.., _ it t. ~1mlltwe • .,., otba' futc. 1 ._c ~• 
aatoc. y..r ~Ol'dll lr:aa ._.t, tlik• a 1fll of thtqa ...... irl.lla. 

I J ~ .- hit wlt.J aU. la .... tq too. I like tba fact t• 

· ·--~ ,tbdt.uaf ttce~fcw he U.•• ancllw! 

· U4 or: JN ~r 1 ople ouc ben b the .aucUac ... 
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• ,,. ha ~· pJ.•• a.t.- • hid 
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~--- td.l fftUiVe .. 1 will Mt tlMa pi OWlY 

d. a Ut ~ tiM .Ui..ua •1tb Ji • 

t MU to. to1' 

•• , the . ....... 

•• ~ ys ~ ...a t t. bonar the )'Ci\t •~ 

tt - ..t it is tQ td e te Mre wttlt fOO _... your elttca• 

1•-•• .,_ all """ • IPMt. ._klllt.wtal Jl1 .._.t 
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will tay, 0 W.ll, I think it ie going to be a little rough." l 

aay, ''What la the trouble?" and he will ._,, nwe are moving into 
one cycle and cdaling out of *'other, and when you came freD a 

low movement into a high, you are going to have trOUble. Wall 
l will tell you thia, in flying you really get religion in a 

hurry on aaae of tboae flying trips. 

Well, aarketing practices ue cbang1ng. Production 

practice• are changing and all kindS of things are changing and 
this organization under1tanda it. I think tbe N.F .o. under•tanda 
what ia going on in our world. 

For the eon of a druggilt I ought not to have a cold, but 
1 have, but 1 feel fine when I get warmed up and get to talking 

to you my friends. 1 • glad to be here to talk to you. 

Now listen, dear friends hat you have done in 1our work, 
even just in the ttag• of diacuaaing bargeining power, that 1a 
a great contribution to a greater understanding of the problema 
y0\1 have. 

Why you have talked so much about it, clone ao much about it, 

well you bave not only c.onvinced same of the public • you have 
convinced the Government. 

My dear fr1enda I know that ecaetimee you get "ovex--sold • 

on this propo ition of bargain ins, but this 11 the wa;y we do 

change in our country. You bave got to accompliab thing•. 

Organized labor did not get where it :ta tQd.ay, by ju•t going 
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around and aayin . " Tbla 11 a good idea." . or did they get where 

they ar today by saying, " I tblnk this is aorta a nice thin to 

do. u They fought for f.t, they worked for it, they planne fo it, 

they sacrificed for it and they had great leacler•hip. 

I want to tell you and I cion 1 t know if you folka know it 

or not, but you have been very fortunate in this 01' ani.zation in 

having oren Lee Staley. I know of very few people in tbia countl')' 

that have a percepticm of the future and an underat.,din of the 

present. not only for agriculture, but for the whole economy of 

this country, as your President of this organization. 

If 1 und.er1tand what you •ant ia, that th faraer wan·t• to 

be in position to decide the price that they ere going to set for 

their products, ia that what you want to do? 

Right now you are havin to fight or that right. ht 

now f8'1Ber8 .re not findin themselves n a poa t.ion to ctecide 

th price• they et for their product•. bat is why the NFO ftsht• 

f~ bargainin and bargaining power. That ia Why I liiiD re onigbt. 

I • bere for one purpoae. 1 • here to tell you c;h the 

fight that you b ave carried on bu reache tbe high power• tn 

thta GoVernmeDt. I • heza to tall you that we know that you are 

on th right road and I want to say that we stan with you, .-.d I 

want you to know that I as your Vice-President end that your 

President of the United States, we atand with you. want t work 

with you an that ia why your Vice-Preeident Hube~t Humphrey c..-

•19-



he~e toni ht eo that rou would know it. 

I have been ln public life a lcmg time, end 1 know that 

•ome of you 1 ht aay, u W.ll he did not go very far, n but believe 

me I beli v• in our b\l81ne•• •y•tem. I want you to know that I 

belie\te 1n the ~ofit ayatem. 1 believe this for buaf.nesa men, 

I believe th1a for farmer• and I believe in pqing a good wqe 

for a workel'. l think that 11 the •·•Y we are tuppoaad to have S.t. 

W can't ake any oney out of paupers. 

I don't believe n an con 7 like a three-legged atool, 

one leg that u •horter than tbe other is a very stable econcmy. 

I atcbed som farmers do SOQl milld.n on tbose abort leg efl. 

three legge.d stools _,. the only o e that clllle out on top •• the 

co • 

11, let•s lo~k at thin li prices. S•y for exampl•, 

the hardware atore chargee 39~ a pouu for na11e. That i• the 

price for a pound of nails. General Motor• charges 3,000. or 

$4,000.00 for a car, but tb fU~Uer who alao produces and aelll 

things, tvhat do they say out him, '' 11 he will et, not charge, 
1 

but b will get oh, $5.00, $4.50 or $5.20 blend price for hi• 

1lkt depending on Which year it :I.a. " 

Or he will et 24 or 25 or 269 for his fed cattle. He ete, 

h doesn't charge, he ta what a eone 18 willins to give btm. 

Now I em going to ~ a very profound statement, one that 

ia fully within the lexicon, within the lang e of American buaine••· 



The farmer deaervea the right to charge for hla producte 

like anybody el••~ instead of getting what the buyer ia Willing 

to give him or what .the buyer dectdaa what the f...- ahould have. 

That is y statement. 

Let e be equally candf.d here. the progreaa that we ar 

talking about, econcmic ju•tice for fartllera, farm people~ ia going 

to depend priDarily on what they ere go~ng to do for ~elvea. 

That ia wby you are heTe, uen' t you? 

Oh yea, the progrllll8 help and believe they 4o help, 

tho e pro •• like c odity Credit. all of tm. help and I know 

that, and we c:loa' t want to loae a bit of it, we want to keep •hat 

we have, but atn I •ant you to keep in mind. what that Senator 

told you laat night, 'Tarm political power in the Congreaa ia 

regreatably diminiah:l.ng." The reaaon it hu dimln:l.ahed :f.a because 

of the 8hift of populaticm. Therefore, my fellow Mertcana, if 

your political power :l.n tbe hall• ol Conp:aaa dlutlnilhea, then 

you must increue you:r economic power tn the maarltet place ~d 

that is what you •• try:l.ng to do. 

ow 1 want to talk to you a little bit about same of tb 

waya that we in Governaaent can help on tbts bargaining power, be

cauae we 0\lght to be partner• and I think we can ell do it that 

way. 

I bav been trying, let 

to preach tbe doct~:ine of understanding •d tolerance, to preach 
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ow you retain titl , no atter where your gl:'ai.n ia, and when you 

retain title to that grain you will retain bargainin power • for 

it is yours and it ia not o1ng to be dumped on the ark t. you . 
can sell 1t when you cho •· 

This approach creat s baraainin power for farmer and 

we hope they uae 1t to keep their prtc s • This 1a one of t 

goals that you have been fightin to achi v • 

Ob 1 tell you, 1 think "the word ie out,'' I don 1 t think 

you hEdly know a farm organizati n now hac you can o to, that 

doesn't know that faxmers need bar aining power. I don 1 t know if 

all of tb know it, but they will. 

ow they want it and they a ould have the right end the 

opportunity to uae 1t to better control their own economic destiny. 

The President of tbe Uniteu State ~ Pr aident Johnson, 

SecretBJ F'l'e•an and I are go ng to do our b at to a that that 

ri ht and that opportunity i giv n may I scy that we now have 

people working h •~e o your peo le and look1n forward to work· 
in With ~h more clo ely to • e how we can r lly make thia bar• 

alning power a working combin4tio for ev ry f er acrosa the 

land, what a day tbat will b • 

You will have then tba us of New Bill of Rl hts for the 

American farmer, a New Bill of ghts for the American farm producer 
the ri bt to control ia own eooo:nic d tiny. 

I think the trou 1 ith y spe•ch is that I bave one here 
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th t o n to tva d I have beea talking on other things 

alon with it, but if you have tb time, I have t e tinle and 

energy to ke p talkin • 

ow jult let me make these points about additional sue

ceaafUl bar aining. 

When you reduce the supply of the American tobacco pro am 

and dotm bere it is tb burley tobacco. or when you ~Peduc• the 

cotton P'osr or the wheat and seed gr in pro aa, f bargaining 

po r is increased. 

Wh n Seer tary Fre announced that h would not sell, 

and I repeat, that be would not sell the government bel atockt of 

wheat, the seed ain , the farm rs• bargaining pow r w a increa ed. 

When you prove the n trition under th chool Lunch 

Prop:- , the School Mil" Progr , it is a d. atic relations pro

gram, your bar ainin power is increased. 

And when you sell our exp rte Uftder Public w 480 en 

our Food for Freedcc, farm bar ainin power 1nereas • When you 

incre s the farm ~arketin ro ram d the ric the consumer will 

pay for food, improve incomes as thia a nistra on ts tryln t:o do, 

by reduc1n our unemplo~ent and redue1n our poverty, th f~era' 

bargaining p er will increase. 

diea and enttemen, tb great st potential market in the 

world is in ow; own country on our own ~ople, 811on our own poor. 

TM•e people 'oday are called "our childr 11 of poverty, 11 and when tbey 
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bee un and w n of midclle ~caaae or decent incCIIIG, they will 

cona a ~tity d. quality of fo~ 18 beyond your calculations. 

It will improve ba af.nin powew. 

en you have the ability to malntUn • reaaonable aupply 

f~ bargaining power will 

tncreaae. 

Today, we have tbat f811 noll'• that ie greatly tmportent 

to eaervin the w-r of life 1tt li • ay I aay ladies and gentle

nt that all of yGUr energ1ea eh~ld be to tmprov what we h~e 

d part1culal7 for aelf help auch you •• cloin in the NFO, 

so that .,. can h.we the ro~ on the etatute boOka in w .. hf.ngton 

tbat need to be clefend d • tb y deterve to b defended for ore th 

10 bills were introduced in Coagreta this year that for all practical 

~P sea woul4 te~ate all eaiettns farm programa. Twenty bille 

lad! • and gentlemen. 

A bill wu killed by <:ongre•• becaa e we knew tb t it would 

be 11 that we bave eeme rea rve • ow what bap"ned • dlat bill wu 

to pull scae of the rain out of the CCJ~Btadlq -.ket when price• 

were low an lt voul aubet tially lowr the price for heat and 

c~ and etc. 

The ab~ drop of wheat rices alone ben t aub•eommitt e 

waa knotft1 to bw that bill, abawa bow laportant that bill •• to 

the DUKket proc.\'Q.cer• • 

"' fellow Amerlc~• thia gr.eat natiOn with all of 1ts 
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re•ponlib1Ut:l.ea ~"~••de •trategic development ef fum c0111lodit1ea. 

It need• a progra. of ttrategic re1erv • of ~or f.r. o itt••· 
It n ed• progr.m to keep tbele reeervet at c on aenae, clearly 
efined level. Inventory control la needecl. It ne•da a pr~ 

that spe,ci£1•• how aocl when they c be releaaecl ao that they oo 
ot 1ntedaX"e witb the aarket and clepreaa your price• • 

a normal bu8in .. 1 operation .. We ne d a ttrate ic foOd reserve ~ogr 

a1 much t.n the war • we need boaaba and plan .. and •oldlen. You 

can not defend America Without • reaene of fooc.i. This is our work, 

let 1 • et buay 1111 get that bill thr h. 

There are 1 IQ'on for~•, relent leas forc.$1, at work 

tryin to wd.exrd.od and attoy f8Dl progr a, progr that we 

fous t h.-a f•· l f ht harcl for t I notr. I fought for tbat 

wheat progr• five driaea. 1 aaw it killed thr e tililea and I 1 it 

w1n by a hanclfull of votes, lees than you couU put on one band. 

Ladies an entlemen the fact• ~• that if ~ inc 
alla y one third, it wguld be bec.uae tbe preaent progr..a were 

op and it woul fall one tbir lf they were dropped. 

Sam people would have you believe that it woulcl not be 

for the con•uaer, well let's tell tbe world ~l&bt n.ow. that 

tbe ••"'eat ain le conau..x in the world t 1 ia the rican 

farme~ if be bas • 1ncome. 

The armer conaume• more ateel than tbe autcaobi.le 1iutuatxy. 
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He coniWilel more patroleuaa than any ocher. He conaume aor• elec• 

triciC, th.xt th• top Aalerican ten itlel • He 11 a b COl'lS\111er end 

you do 1018eth1ng to increaae hia inct.~~~e in th UnittCl Stat a, o 

acaethlbg to 1ncreue his sn:ofitl ad you won 1 t have aay tnventQl'J 

of unaolcl c:ar•. You won 1 t have GJ inventory of fana m~Qbi.nery 

that you ccn't at Yi4 of. 

(11 no • my £r1•ncla, 1 know thia •ch fr OUX' otm phenaacy 

back home, when the f....- bad. the JBOney • H\Dpbl'ey b 4 UlODey and 

when the f_...r clldn 1 t have any, • didn't have a)' either. 

lnten :Lt 11 better for the fa:rmft. it la better for all 

the AIM-r:Lcan people. e know that there is aore to tbie eubject 

tha'J juatt clollara ancl centa. 

When we talk about life in the worl now, well after all 

our fountling father• talked about life. 11 erey and the pursuit of. 

happ:ln ••. !bey eli n 't talk about life • libuq and the rtsbt to 

•urvive. You can aurvive un er a totalita¥1an regt.. You have 

a chanct~a to be hap y in a free aoc1ety. 

So we are talking to yau about the opportunity tbat you 

and your children ought to have, to take a vant - C')f the oppOJ:tu• 

nity of tbe ltandcri of ltvin that America offers. 

• talking about school 1 pi~al•; we are talk1ng 

about ea.atn1~1ea giving more public ••nice and "" job oppOJ:tunltiea 

an n w inc;~. We •• talking about aaklng it poallble for JNJ:al 

youth to atay on tbe ferra, to ttay ln their h-.. town and stt11 



ardt 1 life. 'fhere bn' t aD1 n-..4 

h. h .... 
ci.titi th t are alreacly r•crowcLeG. 

t f.t.c evm 175 I.'Ura Y-·~ 

t•ettta, flra4 th t tbez ar f than 100 J oba 1 nu: 1 AIHJ:1ca. 

ta ·wtv tbey leave.. 'fh:IA yec over 200 _ 000 of thetie fbe youn 

~ tod go 1 the city. at ill they flodf 

s 1 lnc1 troubl • poluted. au, c e te atreeta, 

,_. o£ tt.a pefUlly Will firtd opportwd , but their ture 

11 1Uka ru:ral Aaaerl.ca a 1 lac ea lt 11 • tbe1r 

CGI8DJDit)'. 

1oan, • real • to 1 , where o 

Q.ae tbelJ: f 11 a. 

l 1 ub to li in t~ cit:te•' let tb e be clqn .. 

olet 1 be wisb to 11ve in a -11 town, aa 

ao, a of 11~. to have 

flt that the ciey offera 1 t of • y can not • 

he uy to a full ria'al rica and it is a neeaa 

1 to the I llfe h1ch CQ i~ tl thia nation t~ 1J 

ty foe the. .---leaP f • con c ty s at t 

rica 111 l~e an tr ctt our JOUD NaeriC. 8 1 

• that tbeJ will •tar her ~ e f ;t ere at ne j oba and thae 



.. 

job at prtce• they can tnake a oocl life. We need produca:rs of foocl, 

as foo4 i• vital and e have t have this econoadc equity to attract 

tbeee young n. 

Unlesa we do thll, my friend.l, I fee for tbie eat nation. 

ODe hunch'•c! million more Americana will b with ua by tbe y•• 2000. 

Where are they going to go. Are they soing to be abeltereci in our 

over crOWdecl eltiel whe:re 7<n of 0\a citizens live on 11. of the lacl. 

We have to have balance to &1 • r:l.ca tbe balenc that 

it needa for the future. 

Now my frienda, I have talked to you tooiaht .about out 

cGUDtry .,d yw are • part of our countU, neve1: forget it. 

Tbe worl look• to the United State• tonight ad tcaorrow 

for leaaerahip. Leadership is not a luxury or a privilege, 1t 11 

a reapone1bility. 

Th• country that move• forth mu t be •trong, that ia Why 

you muat be atron • We must be e<hicated •uS not only JDWJt " be 

eduoated. we must be united and QUI" counuy muac, have an undiv:l.ded 

faith in ita deatiny • 

Yqu know ~rahat\ IJ.nQoln pa1tt it eo be tif\llly, what a 

derful mao you 1)1:'04uced in cb1• a tete. Lincoln said ''We a ball 

m anly lose or n0bl7 • e this wt bit of hope on euth. u He 

was talld.ng about America. Our P"itLon 1a not juat for this day, 

but for the yeare yet to c • 

The daciaione that b :ve to b4l made, will we loae it, will 
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My f llow Americans that t• what thia coun~ must b • 

Not a nation div1ded, not a nation that is torn, not a nation 

unwilU to help. Not a nation where ther is justice for aane, 

but injuatice far others. Not a nation where there is liberty 

for ~ powerful, but none far the weak. It must be what we say 

it should be, " ODe Nation Under God• Inoivis:f.ble, with L:l.berty 

and Justice far all. n 

I j . oin you 1n trying 'o make it • reality in our time. 

Thank You Very Much. 

PRES lDEl-r.t STALEY; 

That ends our Convention of the NFO of 1967. l know it 

has been a fine evening and b careful now on the way home. Good 

ight. 

** *** ** 
JJ1JOURNED 
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