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Americans have built a great nation because they have 
been willing and able to look outward to broad horizons 
and beyond ... beyond the oceans, beyond the Appalachian 
chain, beyond the plains. 

Our philosophical and spiritual horizons have been just as 
vast -- freedom to worship, to write, to teach, to think 
as we choose. 

'l'horcau put it somewhat modestly -- "Our horizon is never 
quite at our elbows." 

Many of us, it is true, have been prevented from reaching 
those horizons; but at least they have been there, a 
stimulus to action and a source of hope for the future. 

rl'oday, however, many Americans find their horizons 
constricted. 

Many who live in the inner cities are hemmed in by dirty 
tenement walls. Their'spiritual horizons are crushed by 
Lroken homes, restricted by grossly inadequate education. 

Their ability to look to the future is curtailed by the 
necessity of subsisting for today. Their plains are 
littered alleys ..• their oceans pollute~ water •.• 
their space the noxious product of industrial smokestacks. 

Many who live in the suburbs, while they have more creature 
comforts, have at their backs the blighted city they have 
just left, and before them a vast expanse of split-level, 
synthetic sameness. The educational and economic horizons 
are open to them as never before, but one has the feeling 
that the long ride home in rush-hour traffic takes the 
edge off. 
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Many who live in the small towns and rural areas 
cannot enjoy their extensive physical horizons. 

The report of the President's advisory Commission 
on Rural Poverty which was released over the weekend 
notes that one rural American in four lives in 
poverty. 

The commission estimates that one out of five rural 
Americans is unemployed. 

The average rural youngster gets about two years of 
education than his city cousin. 

One-third of all rural homes need either major repairs 
or replacement. 

Rural America has half the doctors and less than a 
third of the dentists that minimum standards would 
require. 

The result is that over half-a-million rural residents 
are drawn or forced into urban areas each year --
most not because they choose to go .not because 
they are pursuing horizons of hope. .but because 
they are forced to go. 

In that context I was not surprised to see a poll 
in a Minnesota paper a few weeks ago showing that 
a great many urban residents would far prefer to 
live in a small town or on the farm. 

True, grinding poverty of the purse is on its way out 
in America. Seven years ago 21 per cent of American 
families lived in poverty. Now the figure is down to 
15 per cent. The number of non-white families earning 
over 7 thousand dollars has doubled in that period. 

More Americans are qoing to college than ever before. 
More are eating better, dressing better, driving cars, 
using telephones, owning homes than ever before. 

All of that has meant unprecedented comfort, but it 
has not meant broader horizons. 

A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet wrote 
of his fellow Americans: "\'Ie cannot bear the stars 
anymore, those infinite spaces .The open road 
goes to the used-car lot." 

Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for the 
vast majority of us. But what about tomorrow. What 
about the Communities of Tomorrow? 
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will our horizons still be -- or once again be -
"beyond our elbows?" 

'l'homas Huxley, who visited this country a century ago, 
wrote: "I cannot say that I am in the slightest degree 
impressed by your bigness, or your material resources, 
as such. Size is not grandeur, and territory does 
not make a nation. The great issue ••• is what are you 
going to do with all these things?" 

lIow can we use the unparalleled material wealth we 
now possess to expand the horizons of every American? 

That is the problem before this great conference. 

Let me offer you a brief check-list of things I think 
this nation will have to achieve if its Communities 
of Tomorrow are going to provide horizons that are 
truly up to our traditional American standard. 

First a truly open society with equal opportunity 
for all, regardless of race or creed, in every community. 

An open society is going to have to mean open housing. 
Only about 50 American cities have open housing laws 
today. 

We are going to have to overcome the vestiges of 
discrimination in employment and promotion policies 
in industry and organized labor. 

Let me emphasize that ending discrimination where it 
exi s ts is a practical necessity if many of our 
communities of today are going to develop into the 
kind of thriving communities we would like them to be 
tomorrow. 

Whe n an entrepreneur looks for a town in which to 
e s t a blish a new factory, he is unlikely to choose one 
where local government and the courts tolerate injustice, 
whe re discriminatory labor practices may prevent him 
from winning federal contracts, where his Negro execu
tive s will not find adequate housing or decent schools 
for their children. 
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Second, we must guarantee a quality education for 
every American child. 

I doubt if there is a single inner city neighborhood 
in America today where the schools provide their 
pupils with a full opportunity to throw off the 
crippling burden of a deprived background. 

Today our best schools are in the communities where 
other advantages are also the greatest -- highest 
incomes, best housing, finest recreational opportunities. 

In the Communities of Tomorrow the best educational 
opportunities are going to have to be where they are 
needed most. 

America has pioneered in public education; and public 
schools, more than ever before, must be brought to the 
highest standards. 

nut I think most of us, in view of the nearly disastrous 
shortage of educational facilities in some neighborhoods, 
have recently recognized the necessity of using the 
existing private and parochial schools to the full. 
The revolutionary Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act passed in 1965 authorized the federal government 
to use funds to assist disadvantaged children in non
public schools. States and local communities must now 
follow that lead. 

A variety of educational opportunities, competition 
among various kinds of schools for excellence rather 
than competition for inadequate funds -- that will broaden 
horizons. 

Third, we need a far-reaching national policy on urbaniza
tion and the machinery to implement it. 

We anticipate today that our population will grow by 
100 million before the year 2000, and that all of our 
additional population will live in urban areas. With 
that prospect in view, the haphazard urbanization that 
is still going on in this country is no longer acceptable. 
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I know you will ue discussing the megalopolis and 
how to improve it, now that it is inescapable. 
And I believe that it is within our power to make 
our existing cities andtheir heavily developed 
suuurbs safe, clean, rewarding places to live. 

Metropolitan planning is now going on in many of 
these areas. The federal government insists that 
its grants be used only in the context of such 
planning. 

But I urge this conference to look beyond the 
megalopolis to the possibility of establishing 
wholly new centers of urban growth capable of 
accommodating a large part of our anticipated 
popUlation increase. 

The location of most of our present cities was 
dictated largely by industry's need for water or 
rail transport, and for natural resources. 

nut this is the age of th0 short-hop jet, rapid 
truck transport, and electric power that can be 
delivered efficiently over hundreds of miles, or 
generated easily at the most remote site. 
Moreover, ours 1S an increasingly service-oriented 
economy. 'l.'oday 40 million of our workers hold service 
jobs, and only 17.5 million are in manufacturing. 
Much of that manufacturing consists of modern, 
light industry which can thrive almost anywhere, 
rather than the traditional heavy industry whir.h 
is tied to natural resources and low cost transportation. 

Today, therefore, it should be possible to provide 
the economic base for new communities almost anywhere 
we choose. 

The re is undoubtedly a minimum size for a viable city -
one that can sustain a variety of service and manufacturing 
industries, efficient public services, and first rate 
cultural institutions. 

Where should these new urban centers be built? 

Many could undoubtedly be built on the sites of existing 
towns, and indeed that is happening today where local 
gove rnments have taken the initiative in attracting new 
industry. 
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I was interested,in this connection, to s~e that 
cigllt of the 63 Model Cities grants announced recently 
went to ci ties and tmms with fewer than 50 thousand 
people. Those Model Cities and others like them can 
provide an important part of America's answer to the 
mcqalopolis. 

New towns -- towns built from scratch according to a 
master plan -- offer another possible source of 
Communities of Tomorrow. With 70 per cent of the 
American people living on one per cent of the land, 
it is fair to assume that there are a great many places 
in this country where land is cheap, recreational 
resources plentiful, and horizons uncluttered. 

I would like to hear this conference consider the 
possibility of a federal New Cities Act designed 
to do for America what the Homestead Act of the 19th 
century did -- move people out to the rich areas of 
this nation that are still waiting to be developed. 

Some of those new towns might be built as satellite 
cities just beyond the raveled urban fringe of our 
present megalopolises. They would act as counter
magnets, giving dissatisfied suburbanites pract1c~1 
access to the benefits of a real city. 

By providing services, jobs, and economies of scale 
they would Lreak off the existing outer suburbs of 
some of our largest cities and give them shape and 
character. 

Fourth, we must preserve and enhance the rural alterna
tive in this age of rapid urbanization. 

As I suggested earlier, many of our city-dwellers 
today would much prefer to live on a farm or in a 
small town -- if they could do it without sacrificing 
opportunity, income, quality in education, and the 
conveniences that go with a modern American standard 
of living. 

A thriving city usually means more prosperity for the 
udjucent rural areas. That has been the case in most 
of the Northeast, in the Piedmont of the Carolinas and 
elsewhere. 
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It means that the farmer gets more credit, a growing 
market for his agricultural products, and new 
opportunities for supplementary employment. The 
value of his land rises. 

But trickle-down prosperity it not enough if we are 
to achieve a meaningful balance or rural and urban 
growth. .and a meaningful choice between city 
and country living. 

Rural America must become economically viable in its 
own right. 

That means farm incomes must reach a par with city 
incomes. Today the averaqe American farmer receives 
a smaller return on his labor and his capital investment 
than the average urban entrepreneur. All over , Am~rica, 
young people are leaving the farms, not because they 
want to, but because farming simply doesn't pay as much 
as a good factory job. 

Farming is the backbone of the rural economy in most 
parts of this country, and when it lags behind, so does 
rural commerce in general. 

In addition to better farm incomes, rural America needs 
new industry to provide a variety of job opportunities 
and new income if it is to achieve economic viability. 

At a time when rural land prices are a ninth or less 
of urban prices. .when modern industry has 
unprecedented flexibility in its choice of location . 
manufacturing should be able to thrive in rural America. 

HurLlI America's pressing need for health, educational 
and social services, which is clearly spelled out in 
the report on Rural Poverty, requires a concerted attack 
by qovernment at every level. But permanent solutions 
thriving Communities of Tomorrow -- will depend upon a 
healthy and growing rural economy. 

You who are going to convert the communities of today 
into Communities of Tomorrow -- or build new ones -
will have to talk about much more than divil rights, 
education, dispersed urbanization, and rural-urban 
balance. You will have to consider health facilities, 
better utilization of land for development and 
recreation. Zoning. . transportation •.. preserva-
tion of open spaces where the physical horizon may 
still be viewed. 
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Anu you will have to figure out what combination of 
federal, state, local and private cooperation can 
achieve the kind of comprehensive national effort that 
will save us from the human and economic cost of 
haphazard urbanization. 

The federal government has radically increased its 
contribution to the struggle against urban blight 
during the last few yp.ars. In 1960 federal aid to 
cities and to the urban poor came to 9.9 billion 
dollars. This year -- fiscal 1968 -- it will be 25.6 
billion. 

In 1960 we as a nation spent only 6.6 
for health, training and education -
portion of which went to the cities. 
is 22 billion. 

billion dollars 
the largest 
Now the figure 

Today, in fact, there are at least 450 federal programs 
designed to assist local governments in meeting a vast 
array of local problems. On top of these separate 
programs, we now have the Model Cities program which is 
designed to draw all available resources, public and 
private, together for a comprehensive attack on the 
whole spectrum of ills that constitute urban blight. 

Existing federal programs are designed, however, chiefly 
to revitalize our existing communities -- not to build 
completely or largely new ones. 

What additional federal effort will we as a nation require 
to l.>uild Communi ties of 'l'omorrow? 

I have mentioned the possibility of a New Towns Act. 



· . 

Page 9 

what about a federal bank to help finance development 
corporations at the state and local level? 

wnat anout a swift, computerized nation-wide employment 
servic~ de~igned to inform workers allover the country 
of employment o~~ortuniti~c in newly-developed -uroan areas? 

Although the federal government will be an important 
instrument for coordination and for financing, the 
real work of development is going to be up to the 
state and local governments and to the people themselves. 

It is in the local conununitics that the detailed planning 
will have to be done. They will have to take the initiative 
to attract new industry, build new schools, assure their 
citizens an active role in determining the future of their 
communities. 

And it is going to be the people themselves -- like the 
pioneers of the 19th century -- who do the actual home
building, enterprize building and town-building. 

I know that this great nation is rich enough -- and I 
believe it is creative enough -- to build conununities 
where the horizon is broader than it has ever been for 
any people before. 

A century ago, one great American, Walt Whitman, wrote: 

" ... I take to the open road 

Jlealthy, free, the world before me, 

The long brown 'path before me leading wherever I choose." 

I believe the breadth of spirit reflected in those 
lines can belong to every American before the twentieth 
century is out. 

I wish you good luck with this conference. 

#### 



REMARKS 

VI CE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

COMMUNI TIES OF TOMORROW CONFERENCE 

WASHI NGTON, D. C. 

December 12, 1967 

Americans have built a great nation because they have 

been willing and able to look outward to broad horizons and 

beyond ... beyond the oceans, beyond the Appalachian chain, 

beyond the plai ns. 

Our philosophical and spiritual horizons have been 

just as vast --freedom to worship, to write, to teach, tothink 

as we ch oose. 

l Thore~ put it somewhat modestly -- "Our horizon is never 

quite at our elbows. II 

Many of us, it is true, have been prevented from 

reachi ng those horizons; but at least they have been there, a 
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sti mul us to action and a source of hope for the future. 

Today, however, many Americans find their horizons 

constri cted. 

Many who live in the inner cities are hemmed in by 

dirty tenement walls. Their spiritual horizons are crushed by 

broken homes, restricted by grossly inadequate education. 

Their ability to look to the future is curtailed by the 

necessity of subsisting for today. Their plains are littered 

alleys ... their oceans polluted water ... their space the 

noxious product of industrial smokestacks. 

Many who live in the suburbs, while they have more 

creature comforts, have at thei r backs the bl ighted city they have 

just left, a nd before the m a vast expanse of spl it-level, synthetic 

sameness. The educational and economic horizons are open to 

them as never before, but one has the fee Ii ng that the long ride 

home in rush-hour traffic takes the edge off. 
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Many who live in the small towns and rural areas cannot 

enjoy thei r extensive physical horizons. 

The report of the President's advisory Commission on Rural 

Poverty which was released over the weekend notes that one 

rural American in four lives in poverty. 

The commission estimates that one out of five rural Americans 

is unemployed. 

The average rural youngster gets about two years less of 

education than his city cousin. 

One-thi rd of all rural homes need either major repai rs or 

replacement. 

Rural America has half the doctors and less than a thi rd 

of the dentists that minimum standards would require. 

LThe result...!.s that over haif-a-million rural residents are 
-

drawn or forced into urban areas each year -- most not because 

they choose to go ... not because they are pursuing horizons 
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of hope ... but because they are forced to go. 

I n that context I was not surprised to see a poll ina 

Minnesota paper a few weeks ago showing that a great many 

urban residents would far prefer to live in a small town or 

on the farm. 



-4-

True, grinding poverty of the purse is on its way out 

in America. Seven years ago 21 per cent of American families 

lived in poverty. Now the figure is down to 15 per cent. The 

number of non-white families earning over 7 thousand dollars 

has doubled in that period. 

More Americans are goi ng to college than ever before. 

More are eating better, dressing better, driving cars, using 

telephones, owni ng homes than ever before. 

All of that has meant unprecedented comfort, but it 

has not necessarily meant broader horizons. 

A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet wrote of 

his fellow Americans: "We cannot bear the stars anymore, those 

infinite spaces .... The open road goes to the used-car lot. II 

Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for the vast 

majority of us. But what about tomor row. What about the 

Communities of Tomorrow? 



-5-

Will our horizons still be -- or once again be --

"beyond our elbows? II 

Thomas Huxley, who visited this country a century ago, 

wrote: III cannot say that I am in the sl ightest degree 

impressed by your bigness, or your material resources, as 

such. Size is not grandeur, and territory does not make a 

nation. The great issue ... is what are you going to do with 

all these things?" 

How can we use the unparalleled material wealth we 

now possess to expand the horizons of every American? 

That is the problem before this great conference. 

Let me offer you a brief check-list of things I think this 

nation will have to achieve if its Communities of Tomorrow are -
going to provide horizons that are truly up to our traditional 

American standard. 

Fi rst -- a truly open society with equal opportunity for 

all, regardless of race or creed, in every community. 
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An open society is goi ng to have to mean open housi ng. 

Only about 50 American cities have open housing laws today. 

We are going to have to overcome the vestiges of 

discrimination in employment and promotion policies in industry 

and organized labor. 

Let me emphasize that ending discri mination is a 

practical necessity if many of our communities of today are 

going to develop into the kind of thriving communities we would 

I ike them to be tomorrow. 

L.... When today's entrepreneur looks for a town in which 

to establish a new factor~, he is unlikely to choose one where 

local government and the courts tolerate injustice, where 
,/ 

discriminatory labor practices may prevent him from winning 
( 

federal con~rac~ where his Negro executives will not find 

adequate housing or decent schools for their children. 
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dJ.....-' L ~~nd. we must guarantee quality education for 

every American child. 

I doubt if there are many inner city neighborhoods in 

America today where the schools provide their pupils with a 

full opportunity to th row off the crippl ing burden of a 

deprived background. 

Today our best schools are in the communities where 

other advantages are also the greatest -- highest incomes, 

best housing, finest recreational opportunities. 

I n the Communities of Tomorrow the best educational 

opportunities are going to have to be where they are needed most. 

America has pioneered in public educati~ and public 

~OISj more than ever befo~ must be brought to the highest 

standards. 

But I think most of us, in view of the nearly disastrous 

shortage of educational facil ities in some neighborhoods, have 

recently recognized the necessity of using the existing private 
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and parochial schools to the full. The Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act passed in 1965 authorizes the 

federal government to use funds to assist disadvantaged children 

in non-public SChOOISl. States and local communities must now 

follow that lead. 

L.... A variety of educational opportunitie1 competition 

among various kinds of schools for excellence rather than 

competition for inadequate funds -- that will broaden horizons. ( 
$ + • 

(:J) . ~d. we need a far-reaching national policy on 

urbanization and the machinery to implement it. 

L We anticipate today that our population will grow by 

100 million before the year 2000, and that ~ of our additional 

population will live in urban areas.LWith that prospect in 

view, the haphazard urbanization that is still going on in 

this country is no longer acceptable. 
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/-J. know you will be discussing the megalo olis and 

how to improve ij now that it is inescapabl{ And I believe that 

it is within our power to make our existing cities and their heavily -
developed suburbs safe, clean, rewarding places to live. 

- -- - ----------
(MetroPolitan planning is now going on in many of these 

areas. The federal government insists that its grants be used 

only in the context of such planning. 

But I urge this conference to look beyond the megalopolis 

to the possibility of establishing wholly new centers of urban 

grovvth capable of accommodating a large part of our anticipated 

population increase. 

The location of most of our present cities was dictated 

largely by industry's need for water or rail transport, and for 

natu ral resou rces. 

but this is the age of the s ho rt -hop jej- rapid tr uck 

transport, and electric power that can be delivered efficiently over 
__ l F -

hundreds of mile) or gen.:rated easily at the most remote site. 
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L Moreover, ours is an in~reasingly service-oriente~ 

economy .• Today 40 million of our workers hold service jobs, and 
• 

only 17.5 million are in manufacturingLMuch of that manu-

facturing consists of mOde~ ligh~ in.du!.try which can thrive 

al most anywhere, rather than the traditional heavy industry 

which is tied to natural resources and low cost transportation. 

~y, therefore, it should be possible to provide the 

economi c base for new communities al most anywhe re we choose. 

~ There is undoubtedly a minimum size f 

one that can sustain a vari",-vi 

lcient public services, and fi rst rate cui 

Where should these new urban centers be built? 

fl!.any could undoubtedly be built on th~ sites of existing 

towns, and indeed that is happening today where local governments 

have taken the initiative in attracting new industry. 
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I.J was interested, in this connection, to see that. of 

the 63 Model Cities grants announced recently went to cities 

and towns with fewer than 50 thousand eople~ Those Model 

Cities and others like them can provide an important part of 

America's answer to the l1legalopoJjs . ... 
LNew towns -- towns built from scratch according to a 

master plan -- offer another possible source of Communities of -
Tomorrow.kith 70 per cent of the American people living on 

• 
one per cent of the land, there are a great many places in this 

country where land is cheap) recreational resources 

plentifu~ and horizons unci uttered._ 

I.... I would like this conference to consider the 

possibility of a federal New Cities Act designed to do for America 
= a 

what the Homestead A;t of the 19th century did -- offer an 

incentive for people to go to the rich areas of this nation that --_. -
are still waiting to be developed. 
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i. Some of those new towns might be built as satellite 

cities just beyond the raveled urban fringe of our present -
megaloPolises .• l.!hey would act as counter-magnets, giving 

dissatisfied suburbanites practical access to the benefits of a 

real city. 

L By providing services,~s, and economies i s~le.l 
• 

they would break off the existing outer suburbs of some of our 

largest cities and give them shape and character. 

L F=h, we must preserve and enhance the .r;,ural 

alternative in this age of rapid urbanization. 

As I suggested earlier, many of our city-dwellers today 

would much prefer to live on a farm or in a small town -- if --------- -

they could do it without sacrificing opportunity, in~e, 

qual ity in ed ucation. and the conven iences that go with a 
• 

modern American standard of I ivi ng .. 

LA thriving city usually means more prosperity for the 

adjacent.!ural ar;,asJIhat has been the case in most of the 

Northeas} in the Piedmont of the Carol i~as and elsewhere. 
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J I t means that the farmer gets more credit. a growing " -_ ..... -
market for his agricultural products, and new opportunities 
-- ;;:.I-

for supplementary employment ... The val ue of his land rises. 

A. But trickle-down prosperity is not enough if we are to 

achieve a meaningful balance of rural and urban growth ••. 

and a meaningful choice between city and country living .• -l Rural America must become economically viable in its 

own right. 

" That means farm incomes must reach a par with city 

income~lTOday the ! 4! American farmer receives a smaller 

return on his labor and his capital investment than the 

urban entrepreneur~ All over Ameri<;j. . young people are 

leavin the f s, not because they want t~ but because 

farming simply doesn't pay as much as a good factory job .• ... L Farming is the backbone of the rural economy in most 

parts of this countrll and when it lags behind, so does ;ural 

commerce in general. 
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I n addition to better farm incomes .. rural America 
» 

needs new industry to provide a variety of job opportunities 

and new income if it is to achieve economic viabilit~ 

J..:.t a time when rural land prices are a ninth or less -of urban prices ... when modern industry has unprecedented 

flexibility in its choice of location ... manufacturing should be 
• 

able to thrive in rural America. 

fIwtZ. Rural America's pressing need to; health, educational 

and social services, which is clearly spelled out in the report 

on Rural Poverty, requires a concerted attack by government 

at every level l But permanent solutions -- thriving Communities • 
of Tomorrow in rural America -- will depend upon a healthy 

and growing rural economy • 
• 7"7 
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You who are going to convert the communities to today 

into Communities of Tomorrow -- or build new ones -- will have 

to talk about much more than civil righ~ e~ucation, 

di,spersed urbanization; and rural-urban balance. You will 

have to consider health facilities, better utilization of land for 
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development and recreation., Zoni ng ... transportation ... 

preservation of open spaces where the physical horizon may 

s ti II be vi ew,ed. 

L. And you will have to figure out what combination of 

federal, state, local and private cooperation can achieve the - --
kind of comprehensive national effort that will save us from 

the human and economic cost of haphazard urbanization. -
'-The federal government has radically increased its 

contribution to the struggle against urban bl ight during the 

last few years/.:. n 1960, federal aid to cities and to the urban 

poor came to 9.9 billion dollars. This year -- fiscal 1968 --

it will be 25. 6 bill ion. 

L in 1960 we as a nation spent only 6. 6 billion dollars 

for health, training and education -- the largest portion of 

which went to the cities. Now the figure is 22 billion. 

/ Today, in fact , there are at least 450 federal programs 

designed to assist local governments --large and small , urban 
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and rural -- in meeting a vast array of local problemsJ.on top 

of these separate program1 we now have the Model Cities 

program which is designed to draw all available resource 

public and rivate, together for a comprehensive attack on the 
J 

whole spectrum of ills that constitute urban blight. 

, Existing federal programs are designed, however, 

chiefly to revital ize our existi ng communities -- not to build 

completely or largely new ones. - -L What additional federal effort will we as a nation require 

to build Communities of Tomorrow? 
• 

I have mentioned the possibil ity of a New Towns Act. 

L What about a federal bank to help finance de~elopmtnt -corporations at the state and local level? 

Fat about a swift, computer: ed nation-wide 

employment service designed to inform workers all over the 

country of employment opportunities in newly-developed urban 

areas? 
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L Although the federal government will be an important 

instrument for coordinat~n and for financina. the real work 

of development is going to be up to the state and local 
• 

govern ments and to the people themselves. 

L, II is in the local communities that the detailed planning 

wi II h ave to be done./. They wi II have to take the in iti ati ve to 

attract new industry. build new SChoolS, assure their citizens 

an active role in determining the future of their communities. 
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LAnd it is going to be the people themselves -- like the 

pioneers of the 19th century -- who do the actual home-building, 
• 

enterprise building and town-building. 

1-.,1 know that this great nation is rich enough -- and I 
believe it is creative enough -- to build communities where the 

horizon is broader than it has ever been for any people before . ..,r....., ...... -1"'\"' .... ·, -.1"" "'; , 
A cent y ago, one great merican, Walt Whitman, 

wrote: 

" ... I take to the open road 

Healthy, free, the world before me, 

The long brown path before me leading wherever I choose." 

I bel ieve the breadth of spi rit reflected in those lines can 

belong to every American before the twentieth century is out. 

I wish you good luck with this conference. 

# # # 
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It is my distinct privilege this morning to present 

2 someone to you w~o doesn't need really any introduction. I 

3 can not resist, however, recalling that I think one of the 

4 speakers yesterday said that Lincoln Steffens said that ~ 

5 ~ayor, after he was elected, should not run for re-election 

6 and incidentally after a mayor had been re-elected four times _. 

7 but he s hould, after his first election, run for and be elected 

'8 to the Senate . I 
I I. 

9 It happens our speaker this morn~ng was at one time 
,/ 

10 a professor of political science and I am sure encountered that 

11 advice be cause he didn't follow it exactly, but almost. He ran 

12 successfully twice, was elected Mayor of Minneapolis, and then 

13 he was elected to the. Senate . And since that time, we have 

14 all known him to be one of the most knO\'lledgeable men in many 

15 areas in this country, and certainly probably the most aritcu- I 

16 late publ~c figure in this country. 

17 The Vice· President of the United states. I 

I 
18 (standing ovation.) 

19 VICE PRESIDENT Hill1PHREY: Thank you , Secretary 

20 i'I ea ver. 

I 

I: 

I! 
I 

I think I should let the audience know what I said 
I 

21 II 
22 said his I 

to our d i stinguished Secretary. I introductions are 
I I: 

I 

23 gett ing better all the time. I only hope I can appear on 

24- several more proGrams \'iith you, BOD, part ic ularly at this ear l y 
J'lea _. Fed:;ral Reporters , Inc . 

I hour, wh i ch is not exactly my brightest part of the day. 25 You 

I 
, I 
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There are two kinds of people, day people and night 

3 people. You are talking to a night man. 

4 (Laughter. ) 

5 But I realize that in order to give some balance to 

6 this entire conference J to give some emphasis to the rural 

7 part, you had to start early. You should have called on me 

8 about OD := o'clock this morning and I would have been in much 

9 better f e ttle. 

10 I have looked over the program of the Symposium and 

11 must say that it sort of overwhelms one, particularly when you 

12 realize t he competence and the prcfess~enal quality of these 

13 who have 'already addressed you and will be speaking to you. 

14 It IlTas with deep regret that I found myself unable to attend 

15 yesterday's sessions) beca0se I know that I would have had a 

16 rich and rewatding experience in learning. One of the real 

17 problems of government today is \'ie are so busy getting our-

18 selves ready to tell you what we already knew that we don't 

19 have time to find out vlhat you knO'T so \'fe can tell somebedy else 

20 what you already 'knovE. And this is getting to be a mere com-

21 plicated problem and one in greater depth every year. 

22 I doubt that I have a single thing ne\'[ te tell you 

23 this morning ) but being a refugee from the classroom and having 
I 

" 24 observed through th ose fe t
,.; shert years of teaching that mest 

I.c:!- Fcd.:?rnl R(!por ters , Inc, 

25 people l earn through ' osmosis) that education is iri substance a 

..I ~,I' I I· I '''~'' 

I 
I, 

I' 

I 
I' 
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1 great deal of re"petition, and possibly there are some I 

6 

2 know nobody in this room -- who are slow learners and need to 

3 be remi~ded again and again, I will go over ma~eria l which has 

4 been worked and reworked in hopes that someone may not have 

5 been liste ning too well during the ~arlier sessions and will 

6 go away' saying Ilv.last"! It that interest ing. II If you can do that, 

7 I will f eel that the morning was reasonably well spent. 

8 'I'his subject of the commun:ities of tomorroH is no 

9 longer a n academic subject. The real fact is that tomorrow 

10 Yias yesterday . VIe are already losing ground . The communities 

11 of tomorrow should have been planned a long, long time ago, 

12 and because they were not, we find ourselves today literally 

13 being run over by an urban crisis, and we find in the last 

14 few days,from the report of the Commiss ion on Rural Poverty, 

15 that we are literally being plowed under in some areas of 

16 America with the staggering problems of economic and social 

17 nature in rural America . 

1~ For some reason or another, whe n it comes to our 

19 soc ial prob l ems and our economic problems , i'Ie have an extra 

20 large dose of what we call the cultural lag . .... le just donlt get 

21 at it so on enough. And vlhat we a1'e here to do in a very real 

22 sense is to take some knoT/iledge action . The reflect ions and th 

23 obse rva t ions of the people in this aud ience are desperately 

::2), needed. I do not say that there is a sterility of though t or 
f cr. - Fc:J~ral F:~;>or ·crs. '2nc5", 

of creat i vity necessary on matters of urban and rural life; I 

I,ll' .. 

, l)" ~ JA 

I 

I 
I 
I I 

'i 
I' I 
II 

: I I, 
II 
I I 

I 
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will on ly say . this, that the concrete and the brick of the city: 

2 intensified in its ugliness at times by the slum, have far out-

3 stripped our capacity to find decent living space and whole-

4 some cond itions for the people who are to inhabit those cities. 

5 And our nostalgic memories of beautiful rural America, with 

6 the cle a:> sky, v-Tith the morning de\>/, and the evening sunset, 

7 are really just memories of the past when it comes to taking a 

8 look at t he economic and social conditions of today. 

9 So with that sort of less-than-joyful picture, may I 

10 just ve nt ure a few thoughts this morning. I want you to know 

11 that es sentially I am an optimist about our country, and I 

12 have a right to be, because this great nation of ours has sur-

13 vived many a crisis, and it has been capable in the past of 

14 doing what people have termed the i mpossible. I really believe 

15 that this generation and the ones yet to come are going to be 

16 tested as no others, because we are really getting down now to 

17 the poin t where we can not run away from our problems, where 

18 the vast expanse of America, even though much of it is still 

19 unoccupied , is nevertheless under constant observation because 

20 of the media and ' the science and technology of our time . There 

21 is very little or no place to hide. You canlt hide the mis-

22 tak~s any longer, nor can you hide your neglect. They have 

23 caught up with us. So maybe we had better start to do some -

rl 24 th irJ8 about it. : I 
I." -Co,''' , n"",o". ~51 

I ' 

Now, Americans have built a great nation because 

I 
: I 
II 
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they ha ve been ~illing to look outward, look outward to broad 

2 horizon s and beyond beyond the oceans and beyond the Appa-

3 lachian) beyond the Plains . 

4 We have really carried our heads high. We are a 

5 people of the horizon) so to speak) always reaching out . Our 

6 philosoph ical and spiritual horizons have been just as vast as 

7 th~ land that we speak of -- the horizons of freedom to wors h i p 

8 and to write, and to speak, to teach, and to think as we choos e 

9 And these spiritual and physical horizons have been able to 

10 produce, I think, a new kind of man so to speak, one that had 

11 unbounded faith . in his capacity to overcome any obstacle, and 

12 a lso one that was open) open in thought and conscience, and 

1] cpen in s pirit. 

14 I think this is really the reason for the greatne s s 

15 of the na tion that is ours and of the people that inhabit it. 

16 Thoreau put it somewhat modestly when we think of it 

17 in today !s terms. He said, flOur horizon is never quite at our 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e lboi'lS . II 

He wanted some wriggle room, so to speak, for minds 

a nd b ody and spirit . 

Many of us, it is true, have been prevented from 

reaching those vast horizons) but at least they have been the re~ 

I 
and we knew it -- a stimulus to) and a source of hope fo r t he 

2L, future . 
Ac~ ~- F~:;...;I~I RCpolt~rs , Inc. 

25 Today, houever) many Ame ricans find their horizons 

I, 
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constr i t ed . Th~ elbow room seems gone . Far too many of our 

2 !ellow ~ 8 ricans feel that they are , i n a sense , encased. They 

3 are re r -' icted within the ir very narrON timits of the ir i mmed-

4 iate pi _i cal environment as \'rell as their social and economic 

5 opportL ',t ies . They feel in a prison -- s ometimes the prison 

6 of pove ~vy , sometimes the prison of discrim i nation, of ten-

7 times t he prison of neglect . 

8 Many who live in the inner cities are hemmed in by 

9 the dirt y tenement walls. Their spiritual horizons are 

10 crushed by broken homes, and all too often for a nation as 

11 rich as this, restricted by grossly inadequate education -- not 

12 just quan tity of education , but quality . Every time I mention 

1-3 the \'iOrd lied ucat ion II I think of what we need to do with it . I 

14 am not sure of all we need to do with it, but something is 

15 wrong . Educition ought to be the music of a man's life. It 

16 ought to be the art of his soul -- and it isn1t in too many 

17 places in this great land of ours. It has been routinized, 

18 mass produced, stampe d out in a single model . And as one who 

19 has given a great deal of time as your Vice President to the 

20 problems of our young people, as the Chairman of the President' ~ 

21 I Council on Youth Opportunity, I can not help but reflect on 

22 what we call the school drop-out problem . And I have said, 

23 without t rying to be cute, that some time~ it is not drop-out 

2
" 

~ I at all, it is push-out, left-out, just plain o~t -- education 
tlC_ - r:i.Gcral Reporters, Inc . 

25 I with lit t le or no relevancy to the need~ of the body, mind, or 

, . \ 

1 . .-1'''' 

I: 
I I 
I 

I I 

I 
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.l d if that is the cas e -- and it is in far too many 

, . 
..... _ u -- then we need to bestir ourselves . He need to 

3 have ,,'!. uch experimentatien in education as \'1e are having 

4 today in fields of medicine and science and technology and 

5 elsewhere, and the willingness to pay the price. 

6 Well, the ability of many Americans to look to the 

7 future) as we know, is often curta iled by the necess ity of sub-

8 sisti~g for today. Their plains are littered alleys, their 

9 oceans polluted water, their space the noxious produc t of 

10 industrial smokestacks. 

11 I would remind this audience that the creed that has 

12 inspired this natien since its independence was not life, 

13 security, and survival. It \'iaS life, licerty, and the pursuit 

111, of happ i ness . There is a great deal of difference between 

15 security and liberty. They are not necessarily in c ompetition, 

16 but security to be meaningful ffiust be in freedom, and survival 

17 is not enough for God's finest creation , man. Survival may be 

18 all right for a plant or an animal, but not for human kind. 

19 It is the pursuit of happiness -- and I have often 

20 thought of how perceptive our founding fathers were in the 

21 writing of that Preamble of the Declaration of Independence, 

22 the meaning of those precious words of life, and life that 

23 took on some meaning because it had liberty, and life and 

2J!. 
~ I 

f.c:- .... ~:::r~1 R~por\)rs . Inc . 
liberty that added up to the pursuit of happiness -- not l ife , 

25 security, and survival) which is what some people seem to be 

••• 1 

, 
, I 

I , , 
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2 It is riot enough just to have minimum standards~ a 

3 minimu~ ed ucation, minimum housing, minimum transportation, 

\ 

This is a country tha t ought to have as its 4 minimum health . 

5 guideline and standard maximum . He don It have a minimum em-

6 ployment act . We have a full employment act -- maximum employ-

7 merit. And we ought to be thinking in terms of the maximum good 

8 things of life . At least that ought to be our horizon, our 

9 standard. People who start with their standard as minimum, all 

10 too often have t heir eyes glued to the ground rather than to 

11 the heavens . 

12 Now , when I describe some of the problems of our 

13 cities) I do not want to ignore the fact of the greatness of 

our cities or of our country -- the magnificent libraries and 

15 cultural institutions and universities , the fine hospitals and '\ 

16 the beautiful trade centers . There is so much that is beauti-

17 ful and good . All the more reason th~t that which is ugly is 

18 so bad . 

19 r often feel that one of the rea l problems of today 

20 about the slum is that for the first time the slum dweller can 

21 see hO ..... T the rest of humanity lives . He feels set apart, set 

22 upon. The most pm'rerful instrume nt of change ~ and poss ib ly of 

23 revolution and violence , 1s the television . Nobody any longer 

24 can be hidden away . The good and the bad is there, the real 

11 , 

I I 
I, 

P.C,~-F'~~ i ;: 1 r.:; p!)rt~ '31 Inc. 

25 story of life - - not HollY\'lood in:Lts :nake -believe movies) but 

! ' 
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the highla nds of: Vietnam and its real Har -- not Holl~/I'iood \\"lth 

2 its bac :.2 n on the screen in the movie , but the violence of a 

3 riot i~ our home. It is changed. You see it really happen. 

4 And I believe that not only are we today the victims 

5 of rising expectations , which is a phenomenori which is not 

6 related only to Asia and Africa and Latin America, but to our 

7 01.-m people , but vIe also are the victims of contrast, living, 

8 vivid con trast . And when the few anongst us can see how well 

9 the Dany live, and see what is available, is it any wonder that 

10 people rea ch out and sometimes reach out in the most socially 

11 undesirable manner? 

12 None of this is to be interpreted as to condone vio-

13 lence or crime) but it is a relevant fact'Jr that this audience 

14 and men a nd women of equal competen ce ought to consider. 

15 That doesnlt mean you do away with the tel~vision or 

16 the' camera . It means that you change the scenery, that you re-

17 build the cities and rescue the human beings -- not that you put 

~ 18 a cap on the lens) but rather that you \.n.sh the dirty face of 

19 our social countenance. And if we do that , then we will, I 

20 think, inspire people to do better. 

21 I It is very difficult to inspire mankind by negative 

22 thought, by ugliness) by all that which, in a sense, causes you 

reject what is there. 23 1 to 

2~' Most people are inspired by the dream of a better day, 

, i 
II 
I 

l,c. - f .:tl. r ~ 1 Ropor\~ :s, Inc . i 

25 and inspired, too, by the noble action of a better man or a 

. I 
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3 this mornin g . I often say that when I get ready for a con-

4 feren ce l i~_ this~ I am generally so busy I don't get enough 

5 time to th ink about it because I have the phones ringing and 

6 the let te rs to answe r, and people to see~ and staff to argue 

7 with, try ing to maintain at least some feeling that I am ~till 

8 in cha rge of what little I have to be in charge of, fighting a . 

9 rear-gua r d, most of the time, and it is so good to be here to 

10 be released so I can think out leud with you. 

11 Some people say this results in rather long speeches, 

12 and they are right -- (iaughter) ~- but it is a good way to 

13 think and to study. If you don't have time to read the book, 

14 sometimes you ought to me et the author. And if you do not have 

15 time to ref ine your dissertation you should give it to somebedy 

16 in its r ough form and let them i'lor:c you over after you have 

17 left~ and refine the remarks. And I am going to run out of the 

18 room shortly so there will be no pain to me. 

Well , let's talk more about our p~ople. 

r:Iany "rho live in the suburbs , Nhile they have more of 

\'ihat they think are creature comforts, find those suburbs be-

~~~~~~~~~COming obsolescent~ too. They have at their backs the blighted 

.! 
J\c: - ::~:~ r ~ 1 ;;~;:.or t ~ : I Ir.e. 

I." r: • ..1 

city they have just left~ and befere them a vast expanse of 

split -le ve l, all to o oft en synthetic sameness . If yeu want to 

do one l i t tle thing here, why don't you tell builders t o stop 

" . 
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choppinS down every tree they see? That would be a very con-

2 structiv2 resolution out of a conference of this kind. 

3 The ~ulldozer has a p~ace in modern society but it 
" 

4 doesn't need to take over the whole landscape. When I have 

5 seen wha t they did out here in N~ntgomery county when I first 

6 came to 1:!ashington beautiful trees. And someb ody got hold 

7 of a bulldozer. I am sure it was ,a fellow who had never had 

8 that muc h pm'fer J1) his hands before -- (laughter) - . and they 

9 just took out every tree and leveled off the ground and put up 

10 the bric k and the concrete and sa id , "It is hous ing. " 

11 I~' wasn't housing; it \iaS shelter. The best housin g 

12 is under God's mantle of trees and brush and flowers) and there 

13 isn't an y reason that man shouldn't be able to mix his own tech-

1~ nology with that which nature has given and make it a decent 

15 place to live. 

16 The educational and economic horizons in our suburb 

17 areas are open to them as never before, but one has the fee 1 ing , -

18 at least I did when I lived in the suburbs -- that the long ride 

' 19 h ome in t he rush-hour traffic takes the edge off. I am a 

20 pha rmacis t originally. I think one of the best ways to reduce " 

21 the cons umption of tranquilizers is to reduce the long ride to 

22 and from \'Tork -- and that isn't just trying to be clever. You 

23 ca n be a man filled with conpassion, love and affection for 

-, 21. one 's brother and nation -- love thy neighbor -- but by the 
~ C' -':" "1 ' 1 "' ,n'l"I" 1 c I ' I -J . ... J .. " I,'.# .,,) ... .. ~ ~, n • 

25 I time you get home you will be lucky if you even like your 
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3 And surely anybody that plans to get to the moon and 

4 back sa ":- ely OU8ht to be able to get from downtown Hashington 

5 out to Rockville., or over to Fairfax . 

6 It is really amazing that we can fly from Washington) 

7 D.C. to Philadelphia., which I will do this morning in just a 

8 very few minutes - - it will take me about 35 minutes ~t the 

9 most -- and it took me 40 minutes to come in from Chevy Chase 

10 and brea thing) breathing, breathing - - if you call it that -- I 
... 

11 think you iill soon be able to swim through it . 

12 (Laughter . ) 

13 These are real serious problems of comfort} health., 

14 beauty) and I think temperament . I am convinced that part of 

15 1 the violence in American life which is all too much a charac-

16 teristic of our life ~- and it is - - we are quite a violent 

17 people -- is in this day and age somewhat related to the tre-

18 mendous tensions under which we live not so much under 

19 which we w6rk. Once you get to work it is rather pleasant. 

20 (Laughter. ) 

21 I It is the getting there that knocks you off and the 

22 going h ome that is sure to get you. 

23 Now, many who live in the small towns in the rural 

~ 24 areas find that they can not even enjoy their extensive physi-
Ace - Fcjcr~1 Reporters, Inc. 

25 cal hor iz ons because the beauty of the countryside isn't what 

\ 
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it was c racked~p to be. 

2 !-1ost of the poets that 't,'irote of the c ountrys ide i'Irote 

3

41 

in anot 

I canl t ~~derstand quite what they are writing about, or maybe 

r century . Some of the poets that are writing today -

5 I do and I just don!t \'lant to believe it. 

6 The reports of the President 's Advisory Committee on 

7 Rural Poverty -- I just lost the poets! votes there a moment 

8 ago -- the report of the president!s Advisory Committee on 

9 Rural Poverty which was r~leased over the weekend, notes that 

10 one rura l American in four lives in poverty. 

11 That report was a document of "must lJ reading for the 

12 American people . But you knm'T I must tell you in all cand or 

13 that I find most of the reports and the polls are just about 

14 \'fhat \'le knei'/ before \':e got them~ I don It need to read a public 

15 opinion poll to knoN \\Then \lie are in trouble politically. I 

16 used to find out by~going home and talking to my mother. She 

17 was Madam Public . I could tell just about how well we were 

18 doing. And you don't have to be a Mr . Gallup or a Dr. Harris 

19 to find out. If you really want to find out how you are doin8 , 

20 go out and see my neighbors at Waverly . They will tell you in 

21 I a way that doesn!t fool you at all. They come right to the 

22 point. 

23 I have lived in rural America . I have seen the 
I 

~ 2~. I 
I.~ . - Ft'de'ra! Rcpor t~rs, Inc. I 

shabby buildings . I have had the privilege of being the s on of 

25

11 

a rural Amer iciri businessma n. You don 't need to tell me about 

, " I "'. ' 
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when farm pr~ce~ are down. I don't have to read Orville Free-

2 man's d ocuments. As much as I do and as much as I admire our 

3 Secretary) I can tell by the cash register . It is just that 

4 simple. The old measurements still tell you the truth. 

5 As a matter of fact) I am beginning to think that 

6 the old Indian knew more about the weather than the meteorolo-

7 gi~t . The difference is that the me teorologist new give~ it 

8 on a per centage basis . He is never quite wrong. He says it 

9 is 10 per cent possible)' 70 per cent possible that it vlill 

i 
L., ". 

t u.J X 

10 rain. Wo uldn't it have been wonderful when I was in the Senate 

11 if I could have voted on a bill and said "I vlill give you a 

12 70 per cent vote on that bill ll or "a 10 per cent vote on that 

13 article. II 

14 (Laughter.) 

15 I would have been the most popular Senator. Trouble 

16 was ) they only gave me two options) aye or maybe ) and they 

17 vmnted maybe . 

The Commission estimates that one cut of five rural 

Americans is unemployed. The average rural youngster gets 

20 about t wo years less of education than his city cousin -- and 

21 there is the question of its quality . One-third of all rural 

22 homes need either major repairs or replacement . 

23 Generally when we are talking about housing) we are 

L~ tl._ talking about cities. One cf the problens of this nation 's 
,C~ - FcdCiJI r.CPO(t~(s . l~,c . 

25 capital i s that it is totally urban oriented) the Eastern 
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Seaboard, I dorrrt kno~ why, Se many of us are country boys~ 

'- .... 
I"~ II 

2 but when we think of housing in AQerica we are not really 

3 th inking of hous ing out in the countrys ide. If you are reading 

4 the pape rs that come here~ you are thinking of housing in New 

5 York City~ or occasionally you may even venture as far Hest as 

6 Cleve la r;d. 

7 I met a person the other day who said he had traveled 

8 I said IIHhere Il[ere yoU?1I a great deal to the west. ..... He replied ) 

9 IIBuffalo, II It is a fact· that with all the communication we 

10 have it takes a cataclysmic catastrophe . on the West Coast to 

1 1 make a small headline on the East Coast. 

12 You knOl', this is a fact, the problem of communication ,I 

13 And .... lhen .... Ie speak of poverty, until this rural poverty report 

14 came out, 1'le were talking about the poverty in the ghetto, 

15 When we speak of health needs, we were talking about the healt h 

16 needs of the people in the tenement areas , \'Then \';e s poke of 

17 inadequacies of education it was generally the inadequacy of 

18 the urban society . 

19 Hell, my fellOlI[ Americans~ it started out with the 

20 embattled farmers of Lexington and Concord, not the heart-

21 broken brokers of Wall Street. This nation started out with 

22 farQers , And I think we need some perspective, And the Com-

23 Qission on Rural Poverty has given us the sho~k treatment whic h 

2~· , 1 They have told us that there is 
iC~ -rL~,r(.1 ne;>or:'t!rs, Inc. , 

Qay offer us some perspecc~ve. 

25 II somethin b else going on except in the cities . This shouldn't 

I 

, i 
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in any way put the cities in second place. To the contrary; 

2 there isn't any conflict of interest here . What there is here 

3 is competitien of trouble. And vie ought te remember that the 

4 trouble is generally rather widespread. 

5 Rural America has half the docters and less than a 

6 third of the dentists that minimum standards ''leuld require. 

7 NO~T~ we know these facts and the questien is: Hhat 

8 do we do about it? 

9 The result is that over half a million rural resi-

10 dents are dravlD or forced into urban ar,eas each year -- most 

11 not because they choose to go, net because they are pursuing 

12 horizons of hope, but because they are forced to go. 

13 I believe that every American cught to have freedom 

14 of choice -- real choice. That is the essence of democracy. 

15 And that doesn't mean a choice that comes by compulsion er a 

16 choice that is forced upon him by sheer survival necessity. 

17 And in that context I was net surprised to see re-

18 cently -- maybe my good friend~ fl!ayer Naftalin, has told you 

19 abeut t h is · -- a poll that appeared in the r.1inneapolis Tribune 

20 a few weeks age showing that a great many of the urban resi-

21 

22 1 
23 I 

f..c~ - F~C:er<l1 H~porters. Inc. 

25 

i 

" 

dents in our state weuld far prefer to live in a small town or 

on the farm . They would prefer te be away from the traffic 

congestion , but that preference is not made real because there 

is not the same opportunity, 

True~ grinding poverty of the purse is on its way 
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out in .. e rica , at least to a degree or it is being reduced. 

2 But the poverty that afflicts this country i s no t 

3 just t t poverty of ~he purse, my fellow Americans. If that 

4 were t ~ case vie are rich enough to overcome it next year. 

5 There are many ways to overcome the poverty of the purse. I 

6 noticed whe re the President of the Ford Motor Company recom

~ 
7 mended negative income tax last week. I noted the president 

1\ 

81 of the Ford Motor Company , not a socia l worker) not a radical 

9 he recom:ne nded it. I don't knmv i"he ther it is the right r,·:ay 

10 or not but he recomme nded it. And it is a modern Amer i can "'lay 

11 write a check. We have overcome ma ny problems, we think, with 

12 that; we have taken care of the problems of our children --

13 which we really haven't -- by just giving them money . When you 

14 don lt have time to be a good parent, just write them a check. 

15 Hhen you don't have time to take care of the d iff i cul ties and 

16 complications of international relations, write a check --

17 1 check-beok livl"ng. Poverty of the purse -- the checkb ook can 

18 overcome it. 

19 But what about the poverty of the spirit? What about 

20 the poverty literally of the mind, the intellect, the poverty 

21 the t c ome s i'lith despa ir and hope l essne ss and fear and frus -

22 tration? That is the real poverty, and that is the one that 

23 has to be conquered. 

24 So this poverty of the purse we seem to be getting 
fice - f~':~r31 Rcpo rte[s , Inc . 

25 

I 
somewhat unde r control. At leas t we feel that we hav e the 

l' } " 
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2 Seven years ago; 21 per cent of the American famil-

3 ies lived in poverty_ Statistically Vie nOl'I knm'T that this is 

4 dm<f n to about 15 per cent _ The number of non-i'lhite families 

5 earning over $7)000 has doubled in that period. And the numbe r 

6 of white families ) of co~rse) has gone up in even larger pro-

7 portion. 

8 More Americans are going to college than ever before. 

9 More are eating better) dressing better ) driving cars) using 

10 t~lephone s ) owning homes than ever before -- and I like it. 

11 Those are good signs. 

12 All of these have meant unprecedented and undreamed-

13 of comfor t for men but it has not necessarily meant broader 

14 ~orizons or greater happiness . 

15 A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet wrote 

16 of his f e llCl'i Americans: IIHe cannot bear the stars anymore; 

17 those inf in He spaces. The open road goes to the u~ed car lot. I 

18 Well) sometimes people are rather cynical. I doubt 

i9 it is tha t bad . Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for 

20 the vast majority of us. But what about tomorrow? What about 

21 the communities of tomorrow? Will our horizons still be or 

22 once aga i n be beyond cur e Ibo'I;s ) as Thoreau put it? 

23 Thomas Huxley ) \'Tho visited this country a year ago 

24 and this is one of my fav orite little bits of secular scrip-
C~ - FCJ~i" I Hepor teis I Inc . 

25 ture - - wrote : III cannot say that I am in the slle;htes'c degr~e I 
I 

,I., J 
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Size is not grandeur J and territory does not make a nation. 

22 

3 The gre a t issue is what are you going to do with all these 

-4 things? II 

5 He put it right in the nutshell" right there. Hhat 

6 are \':e going to do vTith all these things? VJhat are we going 

7 to do with this economy of $800 billicn GNP? 

8 Somebody told me the other day that since 1961 we 

9 had added almost $300 million to our gross national product in 

10 real prices
J 

in real income. And yet people go around saying, 

11 "He can It afford this and vie can't afford that. It You knoH what 

12 I have found out? We can generally afford what we want to. 

13 I have been in the government long enough to find out 

ll, I that \'lhen pe ople want more country clubs, they get the m. vlhen 

15 they want more taverns, they get them -- more race tracks, they 

16
1 

get them. The q~estion is: Do they really want better housing 

17 1 
18 1 

for somebody else? Do they want bettar schools? 

I think we are beginning to show that we do. It is 

19 the matter 'of will and deterninatioD, not resources. We have 

20 the resources . It is a matter of priorities and decisiens. Ve 

2 1 have the technology. And h ew can we use this unparalleled 

22 material \':ealth \.:e ill','; possess to expand the horizons of every 

23 American? 

24 That is the problem you are wrestling with. We ne ed 
'; -:: - :-2: ~r~! P.Cport~IS . inc. 

25 your help. This is not just a talk session . This is a session 

I' 
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for guidance and counsel. 
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Let me 'offer what I consider a brief checkl ist of 

23 

things I think this nation will have to achieve if its commun-

ities of tomorrovl are going to provide horizons that are truly 

up to our traditional American standard~ and should I say our 

traditional American ideals. 

First -- the very first thing we have to provide --

a truly open society with equal .opportunity for all~ regardless 

of race or creed~ in every c ommunity . 

Now~ you have to start with that or you are running 

4 

up-hill al l the way and falling into ditches. 

An open society in which t~ere can be mobility and 

.13 freedom of choice is going to have to mean open housing. Only 

141 about 50 American cities have very open housing laws today~ and 

15 it is my considered judgment that until we have open housing~ 

16 most of t~e social problems we are wrestling with today in our 

17 great urban areas will be unsolved. There has to be freedom of 

18 movement. 

19 We are going to have to overcome the vestiges of dis-

20 criminat ion in employment and prcmot ion pollc i es in ind us try 

21 and organized labor. 

22 And I might add that as the tragic struggle is being 

23 f ou"ht in S outheas t As ia. we need to ask ourse Ives s Cl:1e very . I (;:> • ' 

~ 2flbasic questions. Our men in c ommand of regiments and briGades 
r,c: ~ Fcd~r~1 RC;Jortcrs , Inc , 

25 and companie s with ranks of lieutenant and ca ptain and major 

I I 

~ I I, I 

I 

II 

I I 
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2 relegated te second-class positions in life or be accepted on 

3 merit? Are we going to admit that the only part of Ame rican 

4 society which is democratic is the military? This is democrac y 

5 ups ide down . 

6 I think that we had better be thinking about this. I 

7 hear some of my friends talk about the military industrial com-

8 plex. Well) the military is doing a pretty good job of pro-

9 viding equa l opportunity. The military has done more to bring 

10 about open housing than all the civilians put together. The 

11 military is doing something about promotion on the basis of 

12 merit . 

13 I sometimes shake my head and wonder where I am . 

14 Here we are in what we call the greatest democracy on the fa~e 

15 I of the earth ~nd the ' on~ institution in this democracy that 

16 pra ctices democracy is the military -- at least when it comes 

17 to merit. 

18 I don't have all the answers but I sure know the 

19 problems . And I do know that will has something to do with it. 

20 And I also knOl'i that it proves that lal'l has something to do 
I 

21 I about it) because the military gets a lot of this done because 

22 it has a uthority. So when I hear people say that you donlt 

23 need la1,'1 J I say lIyou may not need it J but it he Ips. 11 

, 2·1. So let me emphasize that the ending of discrimination 

'." - ''';;" r"p""". ~~ I is a pra c t 1c a 1 ne ce s s it Y if ma ny of our c cmmun it 1e s of t oday 

. I 
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are go ~ 19 to deielop into the kind of thriving communities we 

2 vlould like them to be for tomorrm'l. 

3 This isnlt anything., now., just for intellectua l gym-

4 nastics or just a Sunday afternoon discussion with the local 

5 min is ter. We are talking about the pract ica 1 it ies now of 

6 economic and social life . When today's manager or entrepre -

7 neur or c orporation, looks for a town in which to establish a 

8 new fac t ory, he is unlikely to choose one where local govern-

9 ment and the court s tolerate injustice, where discriminatory 

10 labor practices and housing practices may prevent him from 

< 

1i winning federal contra cts -- federal contracts are a big share 

12 of the business in this country today -- and where his Negro 

.13 executives will not fJnd adequate housing or decent schools for 

" the ir' ch ildren. 

15 So if you really want your conmunities now to blossom 

16 , get rid of the weeds that you thought were your flower s and 

17 start t o open up that garden for the growth of that which is 

18 good and beautiful -- people who are blossoming with their own 

19 ability and capacity. 

20 Second, we must guarantee a quality education for 

21 every Ame rican child. 

22 NO\'l., I kn01;·I this term "quality" has many meanings bu t 

23 we need to take a good look 'at it. We have been fighting an u~ 

,; 21;· 

'.(..~ - f.::d:; r ~ 1 l\cpor:ers, Inc . ' 
25

1 

not crit i cal of the educators and those in school boards and 

hil l battle to get quantity educa ti on for s ometime . And I am 
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P-TA's Vlh o have ·put on the hard fight just to get the facili-

2 ties and the teachers . But we have to have a dual approach 

3 not onl fa cilities and teachers but the proper kind of 

4 facilities and the right kind of teachers~ and the interest of 

5 the . c ommun ity behind them. Because education is not the 

6 business of the teacher. The teacher is but the front-l ine 

7 agent . ~ducation is the r equirement of the community and of 

8 the fam ily. 

9 I doubt if there are many inner-city neighborhoods in 

10 Ame rica today where the schools provide their pupils with the 

11 full opport unity to throw off the crippling burden of a de-

12 prived ba ckground . 

13 And yet the school system in the inner city ought to 

14 be the compensatory me chanism . We have compensatory payments 
\, 

15 today. i'le have at times compensatory wages and salaries . If 

16 we put a man in a f ar -a\,ray p~ace in the fore ign serv ice ~ Vie 

17 give him a little more pay because it is more difficult there. 

18 These are what i\e call -- I don 't know the exact ter'ill 

19 but the areas of danger ~ the areas that are crit ica 1. 

20 \-lhat do we do about our schools? I \'lill take my GI'm 

21 commun it y 's experience. I hope it has changed and I imagine 

22 it has be cause they have a better mayor now out h ome . 

23 When I was there the poorer schools were in the 

,< 2 ~· poore s t ne ighborhoods . .The overcrowd ing of the schools V~2.S in 
I,c o - f:d:IJI f\cport~rs , Inc. 

25 t;he poore r ne ighborhoods . And' I Viill venture to t e 11 you this, 

. 
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my dear friends,.. if you leave this city and go any place in 
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2 America, go into the city where the poor people live, the gar-

3 bage is the last to be collected, the streets are the last to 

.I:i, be plov'ied out l'lhen the snew is there. 

5 It is true. We need to shift it around a little bit. 

6 Today our best scheols are in the communities where 

7 other advantages are also the greatest -- the highest incomes, 

8 the best housing, the best recreatiorial opportunities. The 

9 best schools are in the ne ighborhocds Nhere the pe ople can 

10 afford to send their children to private schools. In the c om-

11 munities of tomorrow the best educational opportunities are 

12 going to have to be where they are needed the most, where the 

13 public contribution to the life of that individual is the 

14 greatest single gift that the community can give namely , the 

15 gift of a good education . 

16 America has pioneered in public education. This is 

17 one of our great achieve ments . And public schools, more than 

18 ever be:ore, must be brought to the highest standards. 

19 You know that my wife and I are keenly interested in 

20 the sub je ct of the handicapped, the mentally retarded, the 

21 physica l ly handicapped . Let me just lay it on the line. Mos t 

22 of the ha ndicapped are with the pear . Mest of the retardation 

23 is with the poor . Some of it is congenital. Some of it is 

environmental . But the simple fact is that the degree and the 
f\~J - rcder?1 Hcporters, Inc. 

25 rate of retardation amongst the poor in the lower-income 

" 
• "., I 



, , ,I .I "' ). ' 1~11-
Qlj IX 

I 
1..-----...1 '.It •• ~ 

Uti I X 

11 

1 I families is higher than amongst the high-income families. 

2 And my fellaH Americans~ ho\': many of your public 

28 

3 schools~ the tenement schools in the inner cities~ have train-

4 lng for t he retarded? How many of them have training for the 

5 physically handicapped? And what makes you think they are not 

6 God's ch :i. ldren? i'Tha t makes you think that a child that is born 

7 crippled isn't entitled to the same or more care than one that 

8 is born physically sound? Hhat makes you think that all re-

9 tarded a r e not educable? Many of them are and can be brought 

10 to be prod uctive citizens. 

I 
\.. 

11 And yet~ my fellow Americans, most of the schools that 

12 have mental retardation types of training for the mentally re-

13 tarded, I should say the most competen t you find those 

14 schools i n the suburbs, You find those in the areas of the nel'J 

15 homes . You find them in the upper midd Ie - inc ome groups and the 

16
1 

high-income areas. It is wrong, 

17 I Many people today are worried about morality. Well~ 
18 that is real immorality and that is immorality that you can do 

19 something about, 

20 The least of these -- the least of these -- the poet) 

21 the prophe t, says -- are entitled to the most, But they don't 

22 get it , And unt il they do, there is something wrong . 

23 But I think that most of us, in view of the nearly 

• 24 : disas trc us shortage of educational facilities in some nel[Shbor -
" I 

I.ec -;'~'~_;31 f.(.portels , Inc, ; 

25 1hOOdS, r ea lize that public schools alone are not enoush, and He 

\"/ 

i, 
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have recognized ~he necessity of using the existing private and 

2 parochia l schools to the full. And I often think what would 

3 happen to our education if it were not for the parochial and 

4 private schools. 

5 The Elementary and Secondary Zducation Act passed in 

6 1965 authorizes the federal government to use funds to assist 

7 disadvantaged children in non-public schools. There were those 

8 that would have destroyed that. But fortunately, the Congress 

9 in its wisdom protected that standard. 

10 Now, states and local communit ies must follow that 

11 lead. The importa~t thing about education isnft where the 

12 child gees to schocl. It is what kind of education the child 

13 gets . The important thing about education is the person. 

14 A variety ef educational opportunities, competition , 

15 among various kinds of schools for excellence rather than c ompel 

16 titian fo r inadequate funds -- that is \'ihat \-lill broaden the 

17 educational horizons. 

18 Third, we need a far-reaching national policy on 

19 urbanization and the machinery to implement it. 

20 I said first you need an open society -- open 

21 community. Second, we must guarantee quality of education for 

22 every child, right davm the line -- and every child -- every 

23 child, ~e ll or sick, sound or crippled, brilliant or retarded , 

~ 2~ 1 white or black, or whatever other color, race or creed. 
t,,_ - rC~ ':ral neportors , Inc. 

25
1, 

And, third, 'de need a far-reaching nat iona 1 pol icy 

I , 
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2 We anticipate today that our population -- you know 

3 the figure -- will grow by one hundred million or more before 

4 the year 2000 and we know that at least one hundred million of 

5 our fellow Americans will be moving into our cities within the 

6 next few years. I hope they don't all have three cars unless 

7 we can do something about the transportation. With that pros-

8 pect in vievr the haphaz2.rd urbanization that is still going on 

9 in this country is no longer acceptable. 

10 I kn01ti that Lady Jackson~ Bar'qara "'.fard, spoke to you 

11 about planning that needs to go into our communities . Again I 

12 claim no expertise in this area. I am one of the general 

.13 I pr2.ctitioners . Expe~ts are on tap; they shouldn't be on top 

14 (laughter) -- and we just keep them working with us, 

15 I knOl'l you Hill be discussing and have been discussin[ 

16 the meg2.lopo lis and how to improve it. I think one of the prob-

17 lems we have is that that word sort of tr2.nsforms us. It sort 

18 of gets us , as we say, the word megalopolis . When you can pro-

19 nounce it you have really come quite a ,'ray . But just remember 

20 I all that Hord means is there are too many people living on too 

21 little land . It means that people are crowded in. What it 

22 really means is that it is 2.n accumulation of buildin gs and 

23 l: peoDle and facilities that has not been planned . What megalop-I . 
2~ I ol~s mean s is a bi8, biS problen that you have to unravel and 

~\c') - rcl!c:(~1 R:!portCls , Inc . I 
25

1 

n:ake it i nto a liv2.ble society. 

'" 
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Well ~ ! believe that it is within our power to make 

2 our existing cities and their heavily developed suburbs safe~ 

3 clean ~ and rewarding places to live. 

4 I do not want to see us run away from that which we 

5 have and there is a tendency~ when we talk about these prob-

6 lems of urban life~ to say "Let's forget it. Let's get outj 

7 let I s run a'tlay. II And that is l:ihat has been happen ing. When 

8 you didn't have open communities, the white people left. The 

9 Negro people -- many carne in, They ran away from the prob-

10 lerns, ran a'l;ay frem the cha llenge ' . And .many of our cit ies 

11 today are without an economic base~ and many of the people that 

12 I come d O\Ain t mm to do bus iness in the city never pay a dime's 

13 taxes to it ~ have rea~ly no interest in it except to ~et on a 

l/~ street that viill get them to their office. 

15 I I want to see us come up with answers for what we 

16 have. We have a tremendous investment in our cities. And 

17 these cities essentially have all of the ingredients to make 

18 for a magnif icent society~ the city beautiful -- not like st. 
I 
i 

1'7 Augustine , the City of Ged, but" the City of r~an. It can be a 

20 beautiful city. We don't need to take the bulldozer and run 

21 over it. v-J e don ' t need to run a 1,'iay from it 1 ike the farmer 

22 of the ·early 1800 l s ran away [rem the land that had been bled 

23 white and ereded. 

" 21, I 
r.~~ - f(;(L r"l r. ~ [lort~rs , ~~ I 

I , 

It is there. I am not advocatlnB, theref ore , t~a~ ~c 

t c the rural plains and meuntains . I am advocating thai 

t ' II" 
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we deve lop our cities as they are, redevelop them, and that we 

2 find new places to live so there is real freedom of choice 

3 and wha t is more, that we take care of new customers, the 

4 children yet unborn, the families yet to be. 

5 Me tropolitan planning is new going on in many of thesF 

6 areas of the megalopolis and the federal government ins ists 

7 that its grants be used only in the context of such planning. 

8 And Itl l get dmm to cases. \'';as it paul Ylvisaker who said 

9 someth ing to you yesterday about state charters and laws? I 

10 think so. Let me tell you one of the g~eatest needs in this 

11 country is to re-examine every state constitution, every city 

12 charte r, and instead of going around trying to find some 

13 answers for yeur loca~ government problecs in Washington, start 

14 to find t hem back at home in your city, in your state, in your 

15 l ocal jurisdictions. Much of government today was never de-

16 signed e ven for the period of the automobile, much less the 

17 space age . And it is mere difficult, I ~ay say, to amend a 

18 city cha rte r than it is to travel to the moon and r:1Uch 

19 safer . 

20 ConstltuticDal reform -- state constitutional re-

21 forr.l is vital. And I say with all candor that it is liter -

22 ally imp~ssible to ceDe to ~rips ~ith the prcble@s of cur 

23 urbanized society until thetc is basic constitutional and l ocal 

2/, governmen t reform, until \'Ie equip these Governmental sub-
.c - F~d~r~1 n·:por tcrs . Inc , 

?5 divis ion s and the pO\'iers of the state ~'iith the authority and 

I.oJ f 
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1 with the flexibr'lity~ with the mcdern public administration 

2 techniq ues that are required for modern living and for the age 

3 of the future ~ the communities of tomorrow . 

4 you cannot build communities of tomorrow with state 

5 constit utions o~ the 19th century and the 18th century. It 

6 isn't i n the book. If you do~ it will be illegal. 

7 So I hope that you will have a conference or two on 

8 that wh i le you are here . There must be many political sc ien-

9 tists around here. But whenever we really come hard on the 

10 problem at home, we say lilt is dmm in \'!ashington that the 

11 problem is. II Nany people compla in about the interference of 

12 
the fed eral government with local and state governments. It is 

13 
not interference. When you find a blood clot in your vein the 

14 
system finds a way of going around it . And there is a govern-

15 
mental clot at local and state levels for some of the human 

16 
needs of the American people, and "those people find a way to 

17 1 get around it~ ~nd they come charging down to Washington. And 

18 1 

you have a whole galaxie~ a whole big roomful of federal aid 

19 
programs that are frequently in conflict, all too often -- if 

20 
not in c onflict with each other~ unrelated to a total pattern. 

21 
I have been at this business of intergove rnmental 

2? 
I am the co-author of the Commission on , relations a long time. 

23 
Intergovernmental Relations, served on the Kestenbaum Commis-

,CJ - F~::~,;:I R~po r tcrs , b e, 
sien, it is part of my life. And we have everybody who likes 

25 
to write ' articles and editorials about the bureaucracy of the 

.1, I 
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federa : government and the necessity for reorganization of the 

2 federal government. ListenJ the federal government is being 

3 reorganized every year J on the year J in some way . But I am 

4 telling you when you get an amendment to your city charter J 

5 write and tell me J will yoU? It will be some of the great 

6 ne0s of all time. 

7 I urge this c onference to take a look at this prob-

8 lem J to look beyond the megalopolis to the possibility of 

9 establishing new bodies of law J new constitutions that meet 

10 modern-day needs in the future, and establish wholly nev.] 

11 urban ce nters of urban growth capable of accommodating a 

12 large part of our anticipated population increase . 

13 Study the concept of councils of government J hO\'; you 

14 preserve the independence and autcnomy of an established co~-

15 munity and an established governmental jurisdiction and at the 
., 
i 
I 

16 same time promote coordination. .It is a ne vi pattern. It has I 

17 great mer it. 

18 The location of most of our present cities J as you 

19 \'Iell kn ow, was dictated large ly by geographY J' by industry1s 

20 need for water or rail transport and for natural resourc es . 

21 That is why vie have so many of our great cities on the banks 

22 of the Y' ivers. 

'II,' 

? '" .V But this is the age of the short-hop jet -- t .. \:ze--s.ho-;:"t -

2/, 
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easily at the mo~t re mcte site . Moreover~ ours is an ever-

2 increasing ly service-oriented ec oncmy . Today 40 million cf our 

3 wcrkers ho ld service jebs, and only 17.5 millien are in manu -

4 facturing. Much of that ma nufacturing consists of modern~ 

5 1 ight i ndus try i'ih ich can thrive a I most anywhere ~ ra ther than 

6 the trad itiona l heavy industry v;hich is tied to natural re-

7 sources and low-c ost transportation . 

8 Today, the re f or e , it should be pcssibl~ to prcvide 

9 the eccn omic base for ne\'; comr,iun ities almost anyvrhere that \';-e 

i 0 choose. 

11 I know these communities need to be viable; I know 

12 t here ha s to be a s ort of optimum or minimum size for a viable 

13 community . What it is, I am not sure . When I started to v~ite 

14 this~ I had the figure of . 50 thousand. I said IIThat is not 

15 1 true . I have seen many cities of much less that are totally 

16 viable c Ofilmun ities . I! But that is something \':e can experifilent 

71 \'1 Uh . 

18 But where should these neTtI urban centers be built? 

19 I"la ny coul d undoubted ly be built on the sites of ex is t ing tOim s . 

20 And indeed that is happening teday where local governments ha ve 

21 taken the initiative in revising their law and in attracting 

22 nei': indus try -- and I put Il rev ising the ir lawl! because you 

23 get right d own there to taxing policy, zoning policy -- all of 

~ 2~ i t is the re . I was interested to' see that 8 of the 63 Model 

., ... ;.""" """"". ~~ I Cities gr-an ts recently announced by our d ist ingu ished Se cre te )~j , 
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Mr. We ave r, went'to cities and tewns of fewer than 50 thousand 

2 ·people . Those m6del cities and others like them can provide 

3 an i mportant part of America's answer to the megalopolis. New 

4 towns~ l ike Reston and Columbia City, tOHns built from scratch, 

5 according to a master plan, offer another possibl~ source of 

6 Commun i t ies of Tomorrow. But the old towns, rebuilt, also 

7 offer t he chance. With 70 per cent of the American people 

8 living on that I per cent of the land, there are a great many 

9 places i n this c cuntry Hhere land is cheap between the Alle-

10 gheny Mountains and the West Coast. Come with me and travel 

11 a cross th is country. I travel across it about as much as any 

12 man in the gcvernment . And there is one thing that impresse s 

13 me -- i ts emptiness -- vast) vacant areas -- beautiful) beauti-

14 .£0 I J. U areas . And it doesn't require that you have to have a majo' 

15 river running right through in orde r to be able to put a town 

16 there, or. a coal mine. We have gotten beyond that.- There are 
' . I 

17 a great many plac es where the land is cheap, recreational re-

18 source is plentiful, and horizons . uncluttered. 

19 I might · add tha t t he policy of the federal government 

20 can do a lo.t here. If the federal government makes up its 

21 mind to use some of its resources, new towns come into being. 

22 I have often mentioned Huntsville, Alabama . It isn't necessar -

23 ily typ i cal but it shows what can be done cr Oak Rtdge , 

21; Tennessee , just to menticn a couple . But Huntsville, Alataoa, 
l.c~-f~(b~ 1 nCporlcrs, Inc . 

25 jus t 20 years ago, was a sleepy little southern community , on 

" 
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the fri~ze s of the ?vA . Today it is a fine~ magnificent city, 

2 and one of the best. 

3 Two or three things happened: The Tennessee Valley 

4 Authorit y with all it offered, power~ recreation and flood con-

5 trolj a nd then federal grants and federal contracts~ the spac e 

6 program. I heard when I was there this spring that there are 

7 about 175 Ph.D IS . alone in that city. There are tremendous 

8 facilit ie s of education~ fine med ical establishments} doctors. 

9 It happe ns to be that federal government policy can have some -

10 th ing to do with what happens tc a community} "'There the con -

11 trac ts are placed} where the nel'l installations are to be 

12 located. And they don It all have to be located on the fringes 

13 of Hashington . It is possible to run part of this country even 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

as far away as Denver. 

{--Laugh t-e-r-;-J 

And I would th~nk that as long as we are saying that 

I 
we are a pacific power and have a great deal of our resources 

c omm itted to the Pac if ic and As ian areas, we might \vant to even 

19 disperse or get out as far as the West Coast. Of course we do. 

20 And gove rnment policy means a grea t deal. I have so many 

21 Cab inet off icers here J I thought I \'lould ment ion that. 

22 I would like this conference to consider the pcs -

23 sib il ity of a federal Nevi Cit 1e s Act -- I can see v;here I can 

~ 24 ge t in trouble because Vice Presiden ts arenlt supposed tc be 
.Ct - F:~cra t Reporters , tr,c . 

25 doing t ~ is __ designed to do for America what the Homestead 

, t'," 
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Act of the 19th century did -- move people out to the rich area " 

2 'of this nation that are still waiting to be developed . And I 

3 am not go ing to write out the articles and sections and sub-

4 section s of that Act, but , it can be dcne. We know how to get 

5 incentive s working in this country . That is part of our life. 

6 Some of those new towns might be built as ~ satellite 

7 cities just beyond the raveled urban fringe of our present 

8 megalopolises . They would act as counter-magnets, giving dis-

9 

iO 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

satisfied suburbanites Dractical access to the benefits of a, 
;:/f// /,I! z-dr·' t' ~ .r c--~"""l- / G; ~ h J L"'~ '2 h C. -f!.d ) 

real city. ::e-tt - fk. liM' ~~ . .r, I. 6'/ $1J?;1~/ '':'- 5 us o~ 
~.-~-~ ,~~~ ~ --4:~~ 
~~-.. ~~ ~ If' By prov id ing serv ices, jo J and ec onor le of sca 1 , 

the y viould break off the existing cuter suburbs of some 

largest cities and give them----shap~ and~~ 
~J r;urth, i'le must preserve and enhance 

rural alternative in this age of rapid urbanization . 
art- ?_..a,...QA.:-u...., 

As I suggested earlier, many of our city dwellers 

today would much prefer to live cn a farm 

small c ity if they 

income, quality in education, and the conveniences 

20 I a modern American standard of living. 

21 A thriving city usually means more 

22 the adja cent rural areas. That has been the 

23 the Northeast , in the Piedmont of the 

It means that the famer can ge t more cred it - - and he 241 
~, t, ~ -ftC:::r:,J P.~portcrs. I;;c , ..£L 

today . It takes a lot of caDital to start a farm~oda,. In ...A cz... 25 
. '7"'L ~ ~ C-~ ~c-.. r ~, '- /11 1- I u,{:, 

c::::L _ r () ),. , _-' ".1 ..... _ . ..F-& ,. , -"';, .... .L... J_ 'J! ~'7~ 
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the fHd -\';es t it takes a min imum of a hundred thousa nd dollars 

It means a 

I 

~ 

2 I for a really sound capitalized, productive farill. 

3 growing market for his agricultural products and new opportuni-

4 ties for supplewentary off-the-farm employment. 

5 And above all, when you have a thriving urban commUD -

6 ity nex t to a rural comi.1unitYJ the value of the farmerls land 

7 rises. 

8 But ladies and gentlemen, this is trickle-down 

9 prosper i tYJ and that is not enough if we are to achieve a mean -

10 ingful balance o~ rural and urban growth, and a meaningful 

11 choice be tween city and country living . 

12 Rural America must become economically viable in i ts 

13 own right . That means farm incomes must reach a par viith city 

1~' incomes, in terms of meaningful prices and Tileaningful income . 

15 And J my fe llo,v Arne ricans, that means that farmers mus t be pa id 

16 for the ir product. 

17 I "ras out vrith a farm group the other day and Hhen yot. 

18 go and buy a car they charge you so much for a car. When you 

19 go and ge t medical service, the doctor charges you so much. 

20 When yo u go into the drug store. they charge you so much. But 

21, the farmer gets so much -- \'rhat you are \·.filling to give him. 

22 He canlt charge . 

23 The vrorker J in his un ion J barga ins and he charges so 

24 much for his labor. The farmer e;ets so much fer his milk or 
l'.cc'-Fcd~('·1 r.~portc(s , Inc. 

25 whatever it is. The lanGuage of the comme rce tells \'ihat is 

n, 
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2 

wrong w ~th agric61ture. He 1s at the mercy of the other fellow. 

And yo u know what? I think he is beginning to understand it anJ 

3 I Noule , t be a bit surprised that farmers are going to do \\'hat 

4 other p ' Jple do~ get really organized) and then you!ll see 

5 viha t you'll pay. He have been gett ing a free ride off the 

6 farmer in this country for a long) long time -- and Secretary 

7 Freeman has been telling people in the cit ies about it. He 

8 is the one fellm'; that hasn't had his i'rages increases. He is 

9 the one fellow that sells his product for less now than he did 

10 in 1947 -- all too often. 

11 And if it were not for his government programs) he 

12 would be bankrupt in many) many instances. 

13 I think I heard Secretary Freeman say not long ago 

14 . that if these farm programs \'iere abolished farm incomes viould 

15 be reduced by at least a third. 

16 So you can't have the farmer being just the victim of 

trickle -dovm prosperity) that if everybody else in tmm gets 

rich you will have enough to eat. He has to have a viable 

19 base of his m'iD. Today that American farmer receives a 

20 snaller return on his labor and capital than the urban entre-

21 preneur by far. That dairy farme r out in the Hid-Hest is 

22 lucky if he makes 75 cents an hour on his labor and capital. 

23 ' Allover America young people) therefore) are , leav-

24 
I 

I'.c·, - f~d~lal f\cpor :Cls , Inc. i 
25

1 

ins the farns) not because they \'iant to but because fa:!:"ming 

simply does n!t pay as much as a good factory job or workinG at 

i 
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2 Farming is the backbone of the rural economy in many 

3 parts of this country~ and when it lags behind~ so does rural 

4 con:me rc e in general and s.o does the neighboring communit:l. 

5

61 

In addition to better farm incomes~ theref ore ~ rural 

America needs neH industry to provide a variety of job oppor-

7 tunities and new income to supplement and to maintain its 

8 economic power and viability. At a time Hhen rural land prices 

9 are a n ':'nth or less of urban land prices ~ when model."·n industry 

10 has unprecedented flexibility in its choice of location, manu-

11 facturing should be able to thrive in rural America. 

12 But rural Arnericafs pressing need for health, educa-

13 ticnal and social services, clearly spelled out now in the 

14 report on Rural Pcverty, requires a concerted attack by govern-

15 T11en t and private industry at every level. But permanent 

16 solutions -- thriving Communities of Tomorrow -- will depend 

17 I on a healthy and growing rural economy, not on govern~ent hand-

1~1 outs, government policies alone, or the tric1<le-do~m econol:1ics 

19 of a rich urban society. 

20 And you '\'Tho are goinG to convert the communit:i.es of 

21 today to the communities of to;norrCi':, or build neVI ones) ',',rill 

22 have to talk about much more than civil rights or even educa-

23 tien or dispersed urbanization or rural-urban balance. You 

241 will have to conside r health facilities , better utilization of 

25 land fo~ development and recreation~ zoning, transportation, 
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3 And ~ou VJill have to figure out what combination of 

4 federal~ state, local~ and private cooperation can achieve the 

5 kind of comprehensive national effort that will save us from 

6 the human and economic cost of haphazard urbanization. 

7 You know about the many -programs that we have -- 450 

8 federal programs designed to assist local governments, large 

9 and small, urban and rural, in meeting the vast array of local 

10 problems . On top of these separate programs we ~ow have a ne~ 

11 one, the Model Cities program , which I believe offers great 

12 promise if properly implemented at every level, designed to draw 

13 all ava ilab le res ourc~ s, publ ic and private together, to a 

11, c omprehens ive attack on the 'tihole spectrum of ills that c onst i-

- 15 'cute urban blight . 

16 What additional federal effort will be needed to 

17 build the communities of tomorrol'!? 

18 I have ment ioned the pass ib ility of a NevI TO"iDS Act. 

19 What about a federal bank to help finance development c orpora-

20 tions at the state and local level? 

21 \'Tha t about a s1;iift, computerized,.; nation-wide 

22 ei:1ployment service designed to inf orm 'dorkers allover the 

23 country of employment opportun it ie s in nev.:ly -deve loped urban 

<1 24 I al~eas? 
t.cc - - fed~rGI R~porte rs , ~~ I 

There is a mobility today. \'Thy not take- advantase of 
! 

, . 
" , 

I I 
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it? Although th~ federal government will be an important in-

L 

2 strument for your coordination and for financing, the real work 

3 of deve lopment is e;oing to be left up to the state and local 

4 governments and to the people themselves . 

5 It is in the local communitie s that the detailed 

6 planning will have to be done. That is why I think this Yodel 

7 Cities Act provides such a e;reat concept for the communi~ies of 

8 tomorrow. It, in a sense, compels the local people, private 

9 and public.1 every segment of the community, rich and poor, to 

10 work together to desie;n programs for the betterment of their 

11 communit y life. 

12 These local communities will have to take the initia-

13 tive to a ttract new industry, build new schools.1 and assure 

14 their citizens of an active role in determining the future of 

15 their communities. 

16 And may I say, I mean all the citizens. There is a 

17 natural desire or inclination on our part to sit in a beautiful 

18 room like this, those of us with a college education that have 

19 made it pretty well, and to plan what we are going to do for 

20 the others. Nay I suggest that it is about time that we 

I 
21 brought into this same room the others. 

22 

Let's hear from then. They may have some good ideas. 23

1 I~ 2/;. I 

J'.~~ - Fc(~rJI P.cporte rs, Inc. I 
~ha t is more) if they feel that they are a part of the des isn) 

. 25
1 

t hat they have helped create it, then it is theirs~ They 

I ": ' 
! 
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fight for it. They work for it. They believe in it. 

2 And it is going to be to the people themselves, like 

3 the pione ers of the 19th century -- it will be these people 

4 who wil : d o the actual home building, enterprise building, 

5 and t own build ing. 

I 
I 
\.. 

6 Hell, a centur'Y ago one great American, Halt Hhitman, 

7 \Ilrote t he se "fords -- you see, I do like poets -- "I take to 

8 the ope n road, (ealthy, free) the \'lorld before me, The long 

9 brown pa th before me leading vlherever I choose. If 

10 That is what we are talking about, the healthy road , 

11 the long brown path before me leading wherever I choose -- not 

'12 \'ih~re you compel me to go , not vlhere the distorted economic or 

13 social s tructure compe ls me to go, but Hhere I want to go 

14 freedom of choice, an open soc iety, an open mind, an open heart. 

15 I believe the breadth of spirit reflected in the lines 

J6 of Walt Wh itman can and should belong to every American before 

17 the 20th century is out. I believe that is what we mean by the 

'1 8 If tiC ommun i t ies of Tomorroi'T. And I wish you good luck in this 

19 conference in planning it and designing it that v-IaY. 

20 Thank you very much . 

(s..t.and.iD g-o-v a t..ion-• ..j_ 

22 SECRETARY \'TIRTZ : Thank you very much, r:Ir. Vice Pres i-

23 dent . I t is with full c omplime nt to all of the other speakers 

2~ of the program that I thin k we are entitled to take note of the 
'1':.; - FcC~ral r.cporters , Inc. '\ 

25 fac t that we have had this meeting gra ced by t wo people whom I 
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Already J th,_ J ederal Government has financed a 

study at th~ University of Minnesota on this subject. 

Through a m .ber of work shops of national experts 

and seminar~ by faculty and students the consideration 

necessary t c ~; ommence pilanning a truly new and 

independent .: ity in a rural or completely non-urban 

area will b set forth in a report which is due late 

this spring . This project known as a Minnesota 

Experimenta ~ City Project is an example of the new 

partnership )etween the private and public sector 

which is nee s sary to solve the basic problems 

facing our [ltion . Here one-fourth of the cost 

of this stuc T was financed by the private sector 

and one-fonr~ h each by HUD~ HEW~ and Commerce . 

This report ~ ould become not only the first step 

toward a new and independent city to serve as a 

laboratory f)r other comtempory cities for our rural 

areas~ but c )uld form the basis for a new approach 

to solving tle problem of rural urban migration . 

I' , 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


