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This is a time of testing for America: 

--A time when the security of mankind demands restraint in 

the face of provocation; 

--A time when the 11 doomsday fantasies, .. •o lightly dismissed 

by our Republican opponents in a recent television performance, 

are all too real: 

--A time when social and economic progress in America is 

threatened by a Coalition of Retreat. 

It is a time when, as the President said in his State of 

the Union Message, 110ur will is being tried, and not our 

strength: our sense of purpose and not our ability to achieve 

a better America ... 

I think the Democratic Party and the Johnson-Humphrey 

Administration have proven their sense of purpose--their will 

to -build a better America and a safer world. 

And we have done it despite foot-dragging, backward-looking, 

progress-fearing opposition. 

Our purpose is health. 

After twenty years, the struggle begun by Harry Truman 

for Medicare has been won. Twelve million Americans received 

medical care under that program in the first half of 1967 

alone. Ninety-three per cent of the House Republicans voted 
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against itG 

Our purpose is education. 

The federal government has spent twice as much on edu-

cation since 1963 as it spent in the previous century. 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965--

opposed by three-quarters of the House Republications--provided 

desperately needed educational opportunity to 9 million 

children last yearo 

A million and a quarter low-income students are in college 

today because of our Democratic grant and loan programs. 

Our purpose is to wipe out poverty. 

This country was spending 9 billion dollars to help the 

poor back in 1960. That figure is now 20 billion dollars. And 

the number of American families living below the poverty line 

has dropped from 21 per cent to 15 per cent since 1961. 

Yes, 10 million people rescued from poverty just since 

1964.c.and a million of them just a few weeks ago by increased 

social security benefits. 

From civil rights to food stamps ••• from Model Cities to 

rural librarieso.ofrom Safe Streets to clean meats ••• we have 

a sense of purpose -- and we have acted. 

We have a sense of purpose when it comes to prosperity, 

too: Plan for it, produce it, protect it. 

The national income grew three times as fast between 

1961 and 1967 as it grew in the preceding five years. Real 

personal incomes grew more during any ~ of those years than 

in the five years from 1956 to 1961 together. 

Unemployment is roughly half of what it was in 1961. 

Paychecks are up -- in real dollars. 

Profits are up in real dollars. 

Farm income is up in real dollars. Not enough, to 

be sureo Not enough to assure true parity for the farmer ••• 

not enough to build the rural environment we all want for 
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his family ..• but farm income is up, and we are committed to 

raising it higher. 

As Secretary Freeman assured the Midwest farmer -last night., 

we are working for stronger bargaining power for producer~ of 

all agricultural commodities. And we are seeking ideas from the 

farmers and farm leaders themselves toward this goal. 

We are committed to a· program of development of rural 

America, to help absorb our groWing population, to provide good 

jobs, excellent education, modern medical and hospital care and 

wholesome communities. 

Rural America deserves rirst-olass ·treatmen1: .. i ·f Ameri-ca :' is 

to remain a first-class nation. 

And taxes are down . Even with the tax inc:re.ase President 
. . Johnson requested last fall -- and t~e one we must pass ~p£5 

spring -- federal taxes will still b~ below what they ·wou~d have 

been at 196l rates. 
.~ ' t : 

You can't double your expenditures oa edu•atihn-, or triple 

you,:- expenditures on health, if you ctan 't pay the -ill·. 

You can't have progress without pros~e~ity. 

We've had both. 

,.· 
I 

t. ;. 
Slums ••• rural poverty.-•• baphazard urbanization~ •• waste of 

natural resources ••• hard-core unemployment ••• disc:»imination ••• 

inequity for the American farmer ••• those problems and more are 

still with us. 

But we are attack-ing them -- not ignoring them. That is a 

sense of purpose. 

President Johnson charted our continuing attack in his State 

of the Union messa9e: 

a manpower program to wipe out hard-core unemployment; 

-- a sixfold increase in the rate of low and middle income 

housing construction over the next decade; 

-- a child health program; 
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increased consumer protection: 

drug control, to "stop the sale of slavery to the young;" 

enhanced bar:gaining power for the farmer: 

security commodity reserve to protect both producer and 

consumer; 

-- a study of the auto insurance system that is largely 

responsible for the torrent of litigation that delays justice 

in America. 

Dramatic programs? They are to those who need them. To 

many they are just new steps in that humdrum Democratic progress­

as-usual -- steps designed to fill the opportunity gaps and that 

still exist in this democracy of ours. 

Some say we should have done more. I say that we have 

done more than anyone dreamed possible back in 1'6' or even 1964. 

And some say that Vietnam is now preventing Congress from 

appropriating as much as we need to invest here at home. 

Let me tell you what happened to Congress in 1967 -- and 

it was not the costs of Vietnam. What happened was that we lost 

47 seats in 1966o We lost our working majority. 

And those people whose purpose jg The ~ause ••• who trust 

their fears and not their hopes ••• who are content to stand idle 

in the uncompleted edifice of American democracy·' ••• that old 

Republican-Dixiecrat Coalition of Retreat was able to go into 

action 50 times •. They succeeded 37 times. 

Let's not kid ourselves about what we can and cannot afford. 

In 1967 our GNP grew about 43 billion dollars. 

In 1968 it will grow over 50 billion dollars. 

But we cannot afford and need not afford that childron be 

hungry or sick •• ~we cannot afford inadequate schools ••• families 

poorly housed • •• opportunity denied. In Adlai Stevenson's words, 

"We cannot afford to be penny wise and people foolish. 11 

And we cannot afford the Coalition of Retreat. 

Fellow Democrats, the issue of progress versus retreat 
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will be decided as it has always been decided 

••• not so much by economic possibilities as by political 

realities; 

••• not so much by what we can do or what we ought to do: 

••• but by what we have the political strength and will to 

do . 

The Democratic Party is today -- as it has always been -­

the voice of hope and progress ••• the champion of purpose ••• in 

American society. And our duty is clear in 1968: 

Re-elect Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Gi ve him a workable majority in Congress. 

Keep on building Democracy's House. 

*** 
Now let me turn briefly to America's place in this troubled 

world. 

What is our purpose? What do we seek? 

Self-determination -- for all men. 

National development -- in all nations. 

C6operationo 

National Security. 

Peace. 

Our quest is slow and painful. But it is honorable. And 

it is necessary in this nuclear age ••• on this shrinking planet . 

That is what Harry Truman thought. Here are his words to 

Congress in March of 1947. 

11 ! believe that it must be the policy of the United States 

to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation 

by armed minorities or by outside pressures ••• 

11 If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace 

of the world -- and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our 

own nation. 

11 Great responsibilities have been placed upon us ••• " 

That is also what Dwight Eisenhower and John Kennedy thought. 
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That is what Lyndon Johnson thinks. 

And we have not faltered. From Greece and Turkey to the 

Straits of Formosa and Korea ••• from Berlin to the Congo ••• from 

Cuba to Geneva ••• in Lebanon and Cyprus ••• throughout the free 

world ••• we have tried to live up to those great responsibilities. 

We have used our power with restraint, our wealth with 

compassion. 

We have had setbacks and learned hard lessons. 

We have had great successe s -- not least of which is that 

we are alive today. 

Our present engagement in Southeast Asia is one more pain­

ful step -- and perhaps not the last -- on the path toward 

security and development i~ the world. 

President Kennedy, three short months after assuming office 

was faced with Pathet Lao pressure in Laos. At that time he 

said: 

..... The security of all Southeast Asia will be endangered 

if Laos loses its neutral independence. 

Its own safety runs with the safety of us all ••• 

In July 1963 President Kennedy said of Vietnam: 

·~e are not going to withdraw from that effort. In my 

opinion, for us to withdraw from that effort would mean a 

collapse not only of South Vietnam, but of Southeast Asia. So 

we are going to stay there~ .. 

And last week President Johnson said: 

11America will persevere, and our patience and our persever­

ance will match our power. Aggression will never prevail. But 

our goal is peace-- and peace at the earliest possible moment ... 

Yes, peace -- at the earliest possible moment: 

Peace with honor on all sides; 

Peace that does not reward aggression; 

Peace that preserves the integrity of America's sole~m 

committmen.t. c-.rour:d t h e \ lorld -; 
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Peace that minimizes the chances of a wider war. 

Peace that will last. 

How do we achieve that peace? Part of the answer must come 

from the enemy. We have tried to do our part and will continue 

to try. 

Let me make it clear that I firmly believe that those who 

disagree with our established policy in Vietnam, or disagree with 

our tactics in the search for peace, have a right to express their 

views. They have no right to break the law, but they have every 

right to criticize and oppose policy. 

And there is plenty of room to exercise that right within 

the Democratic Party. 

But neither this country nor this Party can afford to allow 

dissent to become dissention. 

We cannot allow debate to become vacillation. 

We cannot shrug and turn away from our hard-fought objective 

of a stable and lasting peace in this nuclear age. 

We cannot mortgage the hopes of the future to the doubts of 

·the present -- at home or abroad. 

Nor will we. 

To quote the President's State of the Union Message once 

again: 

"If ever there were a time to know the pride and excitement 

and the hope of being an American, it is this time." 
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Lrh is is a ti me of testing for America: 

-- A time when the security of mankind demands 

restraint in the face of provocation; 

-- A time when the "doomsday fantasies," so lightly 

dismissed by our Republican opponents in a recent television 

performance, are all too real; 

--A time when social and economic progress in America 

is threatened by a Coalition of Retreat. 
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~ It is a time when, as the President said in his 

State of the Union Message, ''Our wi II is being tried, .. 
and not our st[ingth; our sense of purpose and not 

our ability to achieve a better America." -
I think the Democratic Party and the Johnson-

Humphrey Administration have proven their sense of purpose -~ 
their wi II to build a better America and a safer world. 

~And we have done it despite foot-dragging, 

backward-looking, progress-fearing opposition. --

After twenty years, the struggle begun by Harry 

Truman for Medicare has been won. Twelve mi Ilion 

Americans received medical care under that program 

in the first ha If of 1967 a lone. Ninety-three per cent 

of the House Republicans voted against it. 
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Our purpose is education. 

The federal government has spent twice as much 

on education since 1963 as it spent in the previous century. 

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 -­

opposed by three-quarters of the House Republicans -­

provided desperately needed educational opportunity to 

9 mi Ilion children last year. 

A mi Ilion and a quarter low-income students are 

in college today because of our Democratic grant and 

loan programs. 

Our purpose is to wipe out poverty. 

This country was spending 9 billion dollars to help 

the poor back in 1960. That figure is now 20 bi Ilion dollars. 

And the number of American families living below the 

poverty line has dropped from 21 per cent to 15 per cent 

si nee 1961. 
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Yes, 10 mi Ilion people rescued from poverty just 

si nee 1964 ••• and a mi Ilion of them just a few weeks 

ago by increased socia I security benefits. 

From civi I rights to food stamps ••• from Model 

Cities to rural libraries ••• from Safe Streets to clean 

meats ••• we have a sense of purpose -- and we have 

acted. 

We have a sense of purpose when it comes to 

prosperity, too: Plan for it, produce it, protect it. 

The nationa I income grew three times as fast 

between 1961 and 1967 as it grew in the preceding five 

years. Real personal incomes grew more during any 

one of those years than in the five years from 1956 to 

1961 together. 

Unemployment is roughly half of what it was in 1961. 
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Paychecks are up -- in real dollars. 

Profits are up -- in real dollars. 

And taxes are down. Even with the tax increase 

President Johnson requested last fall -- and the one we must 

pass this spring -- fed era I taxes wi II sti II be below what they 

would have been at 1961 rates. 

You can't double your expenditures on education, 

or triple your expenditures on health, if you can't pay 

the bi II. 

You can't have progress without prosperity. 

We've had both. 
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Slums ••. rural poverty ••. haphazard urbanization ••. 

waste of natural resources .•. hard-core unemployment. .. 

discrimination ••. inequity for the American farmer : ­

those problems and more are sti II with us. 

But we are attacking them -- not ignoring them. 

That is a sense of purpose. 

President Johnson charted our continuing attack 

in his State of the Union message: 

-- a manpower program to wipe out hard-core 

unemployment; 

-- a sixfold increase in the rate of low and middle 

income housing construction over titre next decade; 

-- a child health program; 

-- increased consumer protection; 
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--drug control, to "stop the sale of slavery 

to the young;" 

-- a study of the auto i nsu ranee system that is 

largely responsible for the torrent of litigation 

Democratic progress-as-usual -- steps designed to fi II the 

opportunity gaps that still exist in this democracy of ours. 

{Now I want to say a few words about first class 

treatment for ru ra I A ca. 

Farmers are going to have to bargain for that 



J.. Talk is ~p and the Republicans have been doing 

a lot of talking r But let1 s look at the record~ In 1965, four 
• --------. 

Democratic Congressmen from Iowa, Minnesota, and North 

Dakota served on the House Livestock and Feed Grains Subcommittee 

and played a key role in drafting a four year feed grains bill. 

(These Democratic Congressmen were --Bert Bandstra, 

Iowa; Stanley Greigg, Iowa; Alec Olson, Minnesota; and R eland 

Redland, North Dakota.) 

i. In 1967, they were replaced by three newly elected 

Republican Congressman. All voted against the commodity reserve 

bill when it came before the Livestock and Feed Grain Subcommittee. 

~ If just~ of them had voted to report out the bill and enact it into 

law, the government could have taken a large surplus off the 

market and this would have improved the price of corn and soybeans 

by fifteen or twenty cents. 

(Republican subcommittee members are Thomas Kleppe, 

North Dakota; John Zwack, Minnesota; Wiley Mayne, Iowa.) 

Failure to get a commodity reserve bill cost Iowa 

farmers alone more than a hundred million dollars last year. It 

may be all right to make a mistake once. But there is no reason 

for Midwest farmers to make the same mistake twice. 
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f.J t was with that need i n mind that we made a 

fundamental change in support loan policy
1 

for instance, 

to enable more farmers to maintain control of their grain 

.u __ .-....w ......... ~;, 
unti I they choose to sell it. ~, 

M&f'4,-

~ But we need moreJ ~resident Johnson 

pledged in this State of the Union message, he i tft,t!J 

from price-depressing stocks that would undercut( 
~ 

bargaining power1 He is also pledged,... •••~~r.­
/IIJ"l 

~o recommend programs to help farmers bargain more 
A 

effectively for fair prices." 

l. Those programs are going to need your support. 

~f4••••rl.-,-..., ~~··rr•J-· 
"And let me emphasize that this i! not a question 

of farm prices alone. 

It goes to the heart of economic and social 
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education .•• homes that offer all the modern conveniences 

tt~~~~Mt&:~tt.t~rtth ~ a.w 
~,a rural environment that is a satisfactory alternative for 

every American who does not choose to live in the city •• 

I ~I• 
"' Some say we should have done more. I say 

that we have done more than anyone dreamed possible back 

in 1960 or even 1964. -
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~d some say that Vietnam is now preventing 

Congress from appropriating as much as we need to 

invest here at home. 

Let me tell you what happened to Congress ifl 1967 -­

and it was not the costs of Vietnam. L What happened 

was that we lost 47 seats in 1966. We lost our worki n 

majority, """"'ul ea.,........., , ' ~ J 
tJ...,.h, 1fl-~IW - .-,ct~.-l.w.t• 

~~~Ami those. people whose purpose is The Pause ••• 

who trust their fears and not their hopes ••• who are content 

to stand idle in the uncompleted edifice of American 

democracy ••. that old Republican-Dixiecrat Coalition of 

Retreat was able to go into action 50 times. They 

succeeded 37 times. 

Let 1s not kid ourselves about what we can and 

can not afford. 
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In 1967 our GNP grew about 43 billion dollars. 

In 1968 it wi II grow over 50 bi Ilion dollars. 

What we can not afford and need not afford is 

children who are hungry or sick. •. inadequate schools ••• --
families poorly housed ..• opportunity denied. In Adlai 

Stevenson 1s words, "We cannot afford to be penny.wise 

and people fooli st-v." 

And we can not afford the Coalition of Retreat. 

Fellow Democrats, the issue of progress versus 

retreat wi II be decided as it has always been decided, 

••• not so much by economic possibilities as by 

political realities; 

••• not so much by what we can do or what 

we ought to d) J ..iP 
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..• but by what we have the political strength and 

wi II to do. 

"The Democratic Party is today -- as it has always 

been -- the voice of hope and progress ... the champion of 

.Purpose __ •. in American society. And our duty is 

clear in 1968: 

L._ Re-elect Lyndon B. Johnson. 

L.. Give him a workable majority in Congress. 

L.. Keep on building Democracy's House. 

* * * 

Now let me turn briefly to America's place in 

this troubled world. 

/.....what is our purpose? What do we seek? 

Self-determination -- for all men. 

National development -- in all nations. 



Cooperation. 

National security. 

Peace. 

-11-

L"' Our quest is slow and painful. But it is 

honorable. And it is necessary in this nuclear age •.• 

on this shrinking planet. 

That is what Harry Truman thought. Here are 

his words to Congress in March of 1947. 

"I believe that it must be the policy of the 

United States to support free peoples who are 

resisting attempted subjugation by armed 

minorities or by outside pressures •••. 

"If we falter in our leadership, we may 

endanger the peace of the world -- and we shall 

surely endanger the welfare of our own nation. 
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"Great responsi bi liti es have been pJaced upon 

S II u .... 
rlso 

That is what Dwight Eisenhower and John Kennedy 

thought. That is what Lyndon Johnson thinks. - And we have not faltered. From Greece and Turkey 

to the Straits of Formosa and Korea ... from Berlin to 

the Congo •.. from Cuba to Geneva ..• in Lebanon and 

Cyprus ... throughout the free world •.. we have tried to 

live up to those great resRon ·bi lities. 

~We have used our power with restraint, our wealth 

with compassion. 

We have had setbacks and learned hard lessons • .,.. 
We have had great successes -- not least of which 

II 

is that we are alive today. 
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"Our present engagement in Southeast Asia is 

one more pai nfu I step -- ?Rd ~orMHpo ,.et tMe I8Jt --

on the path toward security and development in the 
' 

world. 

L President Kennedy, three short months after 

assuming office was faced with Pathet Lao pressure in 

Laos. At that time he said: 

" .•. The security of all Southeast Asia wi II 

be endangered if Laos loses its neutral independence. 

Its own safety runs with the safety of us all. ... 

In July 1963 President Kennedy said of Vietnam: 

"We are not going to withdraw from that effort. 

In my opinion, for us to withdraw from that effort 

would mean a collapse not only of South Vietnam, 

but of Southeast Asia. So we are going to stay there." 
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And last week President Johnson said: 

''America wi II persevere, and our patience 

and our perseverance wi II match our power. 

Aggression wi II never prevai I. But our goal 

is peace -- and peace at the earliest possible moment." 

L Yes, peace -- at the earliest possible moment: 

l Peace with honor on all sides; 

Peace that does not reward aggression; 

Peace that preserves the integrity of America 1S 

solemn commitments around the world; 

Peace that minimizes the chances of a wider war. 

Peace that wi II last. 

How do we achieve that peace? Part of the answer 

must come from the enemy. We have tried to do our part 

and will continue to try. 
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Let me make it clear that I firmly believe that 

those who disagree with our established policy in Vietnam, 

or disagree with our tactics in the search for peace, have&tfl•, 

a right to express their views. They have no right to 

break the law, but they have every right to criticize and 

oppose policy. 

~there is plenty ~~~m to exercise that right 

within the Democratic Party. 

But neither this country nor this Party can 

afford to allow dissent to become dissention. -J..... We cannot allow debate to become vacillation. 

/.....We cannot shrug and turn away from our hard-fought 

objective of a stable and lasting peace in this nuclear 

age. 
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L!e cannot mortgage the hopes of the future 

to the doubts of the present -- at home or abroad. 

Nor will we. 

To quote the President•s State of the Union Message 

once again: 

"If ever there was a nation that was capable 

of solving its problems, it is this nation. 

" If ever there were a time to know the 

pride and excitement and the hope of being an 

American, it is this ti me.0 

# # # 
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1 VICE PRESIDENI' HUMPHREY: Thank you very much. Thank 

• 
l 2 you very, very much. Thank you. Thank you. 

3 Thank you, Governor Hughes. I think we can give you 

4 special dispensation now, you can go ahead and eat. 

5 (Laughter .. ) 

6 Any man that has sacrificed two very nec~ssary meals 

? in the cause of democracy I think is worthy of our everlasting 

8 respect, esteem and affection, and even sympathy. 

9 (Laughter, applause.) 

10 Congressman Smith, officers of the Democratic Party 

11 here in Iowa, the host State, the Mayor of Des Moines was 

12 there at the airport to meet us today, all the officers and 

13 some of the distinguished office holders, I want to express my Q 

~ 14 thanks for your courtesy and for your pa·tience. I knew just as 

0 
0 
0 

"' u 
d 
~ 
l! .. 
" 2 
; 
~ 
.J 
i 

15 well as I knew my name was Hubert Humy;hrey that that schedule 
I 

16 which my office sent out here, I never could keep, they keep 

17 forgetting that I occasionally have something to do around 

18 Washington, and this has been a rather trying week for all of 

19 us. It has been a very, very trying week for our President, 

20 and this morning the President and the Vice President needed 

21 to get together, just alone, and do a little talking about our 

22 country and about some of the programs that we have laid, that 

23 we have been putting before the Congress and that we expect 

24 action upon and, indeed, about some of the concerns which you 

25 have about our country and its relationship to other countries 
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~ 1 ~ in the world. 
A J 2 I had indicated to the White House that I hoped to 

0 
0 
0 

"' u 
d 

3 be out here around 10:00 o'clock and it looked like that would 

4 be just fineo But then, as I said to you, there was some need 

5 for changing that and I hope you will forgive me because it 

6 was my loss in not being able to be here with you. But you 

? didn't elect me to be Vice President of t he United States in 

8 order to see whe+.her or not I could just come to Des Moines 

9 in the morning,. even though it is nice to come to Des Moines 

10 any time. 

11 And while I am a partisan and while I am very proud 
12 to be a Democrat, and while I love to participate in these 
13 regional conferences and will try to do so as much as time 
14 and circumstances permit, my first duty is to fulfill the 

15 duties of my office and to be there when the President wants 

16 me and to try to help shoulder a little of the burden which is 

17 a burden far more than any one man ought to ever shoulder, the 

18 burden that our President carries. 

19 So we spent a couple of hours today in things you 

20 would be vitally interested. I hope we were helpful. 

21 Well, the very first line that I put down in this 

22 speech is a very sober one, and before I get to it I just want 

23 to at least let you know that I am about to make a full-

24 fledged Democratic speech. 

25 (Laughter, applause.) 
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1 I say this because I was up in the Twin Cities a 

2 couple of -- about a week ago, and on Friday night I spoke to 

3 our Labor Movement up there and I gave them both barrels. 

4 They were brought in for a political purpose '"and I figured 

5 they needed a little doctrine and a little messianic preaching 

6 and I gave it to them. 

? And the next day I spoke at a very nonpartisan 

8 gathering of some very fine men and their ladies, the National 

9 Jaycees, who are honoring the ten outstanding young Americans 

10 of their selection. I, for several years, was a member of the 

1 1 Jaycees, when I was a young enough man to be a member. And I 

1 2 hold that organization in high esteem and work very closely 

13 with its officer in our programs, particularly on Youth 

1 4 Opportunity and national programs related toward mental re-

15 tardation and mental health, and I thought it was ri a rare honor 

16 to be invited. So I gave them a talk about their responsibil-

17 ities in the cities of America, all through America, for the 

18 youth of our Nation, for those .that have been the victims of 

19 exploitation, those that have been the victims of poverty, 

20 racial discrimination, and I had a wonderful receptiono 

21 Now, the reason I mention this is because when I 

22 read about it, why, I read where it said ~'Hum:Fhrey did not 

23 discuss the coalition of retreat," and I read where "He did 

24 not discuss the Vietnamese war," and "He did not discuss the 

25 balance of payments, 11 and a few other things. So I thought 
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1 I just ought to clear the -- it is sort of like a preacher • 

2 When you go to church on Sunday he doesn 1 t discuss everything 

3 with youo He has a sermon. If you meet him on Wednesday at 

4 the Kiwanis Club he may be talking about something else. 

5 So I want you to knOW' what I am going to talk about 

6 now, and I want the reporters to know. I want everybody to 

? know what I am going to talk about. I am going to be talking 

8 about the health and the welfare, the prosperity and the 

9 victory of the Democratic Party. 

10 (Applause • ) 

11 And I do get wound up on that subject. They were 

12 telling me about a coach over here at the University of Io.va, 

13 he found a young chap that was just a remarkable specimen. 

14 The university has been recruiting, according to the informa-

15 tion that I get from Minnesota. 

16 (Laughter • ) 

17 I won't say any more, Haroldo 

18 And this chap was just wonderful. He was one of 

19 these fine Iowa farm boys and just strong and healthy, a 

20 remarkable fellow, and he had been off attending a smaller 

21 college and he had, apparently, a very good record for the 

22 first year. The coach was interviewing himo He said, "All 

23 right," he said, "John,•~ he said, "I hear you have a fine 

24 record." He said, "They tell me that you were on the team 

25 that was unbeaten." 
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1 He said, "That•s right. That's right ... 

2 "What have you got to say about it? What recommends 

3 you to us? We have some athletic scholarships, maybe we could 

4 find some interest in your --what do you have to recommend 

5 you?" 

6 The young fellow said, "Well, I tell you coach," he 

? said. "I run 100 yards in about 9.8 seconds." 

8 He said, "You run 100 yards in 9o8 seconds? How 

9 much do you weigh?" 

10 He said, 11 22 5 pounds o
11 

11 "You run it in 9 .8, huh?" He says, 11 That • s pretty 

12 good ... 

13 11Well," he said, 11 that isn't all, Coach." He said, 

14 "I 1 11 tell you, .. he said, 11 my average punt is 7 0 yards." 

15 He said, 11 70 yards average _punt?" He says, "That 

16 does recommend you." 

17 "But," he said, "that isn't all, .Coach." He said, 

18 "I had average passing when I" --he said, "I~m quite a 

19 passer. My average pass is 52 yards." 

20 The coach looked at him and said, "Listen, my 

21 friend o" He said, "You are just about I think what Iowa 

22 needs. Just one other thing," he said. "On your runs, now 

23 you 1 re a back, you 1 re an offensive back." He said, "What is 

24 your average gain on each play?" 

25 He said, "Well, it runs between 15 and 2 0 yards." 
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1 "15 and 2 0 yards on each play?" 

2 .He said, "That's right." 

3 "Well," he said, "young man, you're what we've been 

4 looking for here for years. We haven't seen anything like you 

5 I don 1 t suppose in the history of our university." He said, 

6 "Now, there must be something wrong, just some little limita-

? tion," he said, "because-- but," he said, "let me ask you 

8 one other thing. HCM about your grades?" 

9 11 0h," he said, "don't worry about that, Coach," He 

10 said, 11 I had a solid A average all the way through high school 

11 and even last year when I was playing football." 

12 The coach said, "This is just too good." He said, 

13 "What is -- do you have any limitation at all? Is there any 

14 little limitation on your record?" 

15 He said, "Well, Coach, 11 he said, 11 I do exag~~rate a 

16 bit •11 

17 (Laughter, applause.) 

18 Now, it is entirely possible that I may exaggerate 

19 just a little bit, but not much. In fact, I am going to 

20 under-play it because it has become the way that most people 

21 talk about us these days, not remember the victories that are 

22 won, not to remember the great crises which have been solved, 

23 not to remember the programs that have been passed; but all 

24 too often you forget those things, and we keep our minds upon, 

25 so frequently, the things that are left undone or the challenge 
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1 that we have not been able to completely fulfill. 

2 So I think it is fair to say that, in light of what 

3 we read and what we know, in the times in which we live, that 

4 the most accurate phrase for a description of America is that 

5 this is a time of testing for America. And, remember that we 

6 are being tested. Remember that every word we say, every 

? action we take,. every deed that we fulfill, every mistake we 

8 make is being watched. We are the most observed people in 

9 the world. 

10 And remember also, my fellow Americans, and my 

11 fellow Democrats, that you are members of the rna jority party 

12 in this country. You are not just partisans, you are a part 

13 of the government of the United States. You are in a role 

14 of leadership. And because you are in that governing role 
15 and because you are in the role of leadership, you must act 
16 that way, talk that way, be that way. 

1? When you're on the outside .looking in or when you 
18 are a little minority that can only ha~ as its objective 
19 some obstruction or possibly just being a busybody, you do not 

20 have all the responsibilities of leadership. And as we 

21 often say or as the youngsters say, I guess, then, you can 

22 just sort of goof off. That is what the kids say nowadays. 

23 But when you are in power -- and that is where you 

24 are in this State and at the national level, you have to 
~ 25 measure your words, your deeds, your actions, your decisions. 
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You not only have then the privilege of debate, discussion and 
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J dissent, which are precious privileges, and rights, but you ... 

3 have the obligation of decision. And when you make dec is ions, 

4 no matter what they are, you will have some critics. 

5 We cannot afford the luxury of being either ridicu-

6 lous or irresponsible. Leadership carries with it responsi-

? bility and responsibility imposes a heavy burden upon every 

8 one in a responsible position. 

9 So, possibly, if we keep this in mind, we will under-

10 stand why it is so important that we not add to the confusion 

11 that others seek to make but, rather, we try to clarify, to 

_. 12 simplify and to make understandable to the American people :;) 

~ 
o!S 13 what we seek to do. 
0 
a:: 
< 14 ~ Now, you and I know that no political instrument man-

15 made is perfect. You and I know that no political party is 

16 without its limitations. Everything is a matter of comparison, 

17 including men and women, including political parties and 

18 political machinery. And, surely, when I have said to you 

19 that it is a time for testing for America, I think it is a 

20 titre that--we can say where -- when the security of mankind 

21 requires and demand restraint in the face of unprecedented 

22 provocation, that is what your President faces this morning. 

23 With unlimited power at his command -- how to restrain the use 

24 of that power, because anybody can get this country into a 

25 major war, a major world war, a nuclear conflagration. It 
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1 does not take intelligenc~ or statesmanship to precipitaue 

2 this world into total disaster, but it does take great moral 

3 power, great statesmanship and great ability to restrain the 

4 use of power, power which accumulates every year by science 

5 and technology, by the growth of our economy. 

6 This is a time of testing, when the so-called dooms 

? day fantasies so lightly discussed of recent date by our 

8 Republican opponents in a television performance are all too 

9 real. I think I know, as a member of the Government 

10 Security Council, what our power is and what our resources 

11 are. 

12 And it is a time, too, when social and economic 

13 progress here in America is threatened, can be threatened by 

14 what I have termed from every platform a coalition of retreat. 

15 And it is a time, too, when, as President Johnson said in his 

16 State of the Union Message -- and I think this is the theme 

17 of our thinking and of what we as Democrats and citizens 

18 ought to have in mind -- our will is being tried, not our 

19 strength,. our sense of purpose and not our ability to 

20 achieve a better A mer ic a • 

21 We have the capacity, we have the ability, we have 

22 the resources, my fellow Americans, to do anything that this 

23 Nation determines itself to do. The only question is do we 

24 have the will and do we have the )?Urpose. And when you c orne 

25 to that matter of will and purpose, that is when you make the 
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1 decisions. That is when you have to harness the energies. 

2 Now, I think the Democratic ~arty -- and I will put 

3 it quite frankly to you -- the Johnson~umphrey administration 

4 has ~oven their sense of purpose. 

5 (Applause.) 

6 ~'le have even done it at the expense of popularity 

? and we have done it sometimes at the expense of political 

8 £riends who wanted us to do otherwise. I believe this admin-

9 istration has proven its purpose and its will to build a better 

10 America and a safer world, both of which are great require-

11 ments. And we have done it, despite some foot-dragging and 

12 some backward-looking and progress-fearing opposition. 

13 Now, what is our purpose? Well, I said it was to 

14 build a better America and a safer world, and they are one and 

15 inseparable. America 1 s foreign policy is but an extension of 

16 its domestic policy. Or, to put . it another way, you can't 

17 export something you don •t have. 

18 And when we seek to expand the frontiers of freedom 

19 here at home for more and more Americans, then our credibility 

20 abroad is clearly understood. 

21 When we say that we can wage war on poverty here, 

22 then a poverty-ridden world may listen to us. 

23 When we stay strong here, united, building our 

24 economy, educating our children, healing our seek, bringing 

25 more and more Americans into participation of our national 
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1 life -- when we build that kind of strength, then we have 

2 strength in whatever we seek to do abroad. They are one and 

3 inseparable., 

4 I have often called it the inseparability of nationa 

5 security and national development. There isn't any national 

6 security without national development, economic and human 

? resource development, and there surely isn't any chance for 

8 developing your human resources, developing your economic 

9 resources, if you have no security., And if you think not, 

10 just see what is happening in the Middle East today, where 

11 poverty is the common denominator . for 90 per cent of the 

12 people, where there is no security, and where there is little 

13 or no development. 

14 And think of what the South Koreans face this morn-

15 ing as they seek bo build that economy and they have been 

16 building that economy. It is one of the great economic 

17 mirales of Asia. But their security is threatened and now 

18 they have to give concentration upon their security and 

19 mobilize forces in order to have development. 

20 I have that we have learned some lessons these re-

21 cent days. I hope that we have learned that we still live 

22 in a very unsafe world. And the only margin of safety in 

23 this world is the commitment of the United States to the weak, 

24 to the free and those who aspire to be free,. and the only 

25 hope that our own weak and poor and distressed have here in 
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1 the United States is the commitment of the government of the 

2 United States, that they get an equal break, that they get an 

equa 1 chance. 

4 This ~resident and this administration has taken a 

5 stand against one of the oldest diseases of this continent, 

6 prejudice and discrimination. And do you think it has been 

7 easy? 

8 A week ago this Sunday I was there for the rededica-

9 tion of the Ford's Theater in Washington, D. c., where Abraham 

10 Lincoln was struck d~n by a would-be assassin's bullet. 

11 Everybody said they loved Lincoln. They lived him so much at 

.... 12 that time that they had a dozen or more bands of assassins :;:) 

~ 
o~~ 13 that set out to kill him and all of his Cabinet. Line oln was 
Q 
a:: 

~ 14 not a popular man, as President, but Lincoln was a great man, 

15 a noble man, an honored man in death, an honored man in 

16 history. And yet his nation was rent and torn apart. He 

17 never even received a majority vote. He never had a good 

18 popularity poll. But he took the stand. 

19 And Lyndon Johnson, from Texas, from the southland, 

20 was the President of the United States, who said that America 

21 was going to have only one kind of citizenship. It was going 

22 to have first-class citizenship for every American, rich or 
0 
0 
0 

23 "' u poor, black or white, whatever their race, creed or nationality 
Q 
c' 
!! 

24 .. 
i and, he said, as long as I am President of the United States, 
il 
~ 
.J 25 i 

we are going to respect Americans as Americans, not white ones, 
i 
~ 
lot 

"' "' 
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1 not black ones, not rich ones, not poor ones, but as Americans. 

2 That is a noble stand, ladies and gentlemen, and it made him 

3 some enemieso 

4 (Applause • ) 

5 And these are the big things, all these little de-

6 tails, the trivia that·· ..... arru• about that is in the morning 

? newspaper, on-the-spot news. These are the details of 

8 history which fade into insignificance. It is the great de-

9 cis ions that count, the great decisions. And this is why 

10 history has so few great men. 

11 You can't remember the names of five of Lincoln's 

12 critics -- and he had a thousand of them a day, and'r· they got 

13 the headlines. But Line oln stands there immorta 1. 

14 You can•t remember the name of ten of Jefferson's 

15 critics, or even the name of a publication that criticized 

16 him -- yet today he stands eternal and immortal. 

1? And you can hardly remember even the critics of 

18 Woodrow Wilson in this century. And now you wouldn •t even 

19 think there liver was a critic of John Kennedy. And yet I 

20 would refer you to the Life Magazine of November 1963, the 

21 week before he died. Read it. And what do you see? That 

22 he had lost favor on the campuses, that the intellectual 

23 community had turned sour on him, that it was doubtful as to 

24 whether or not he could be reelected. Why? Because he had 

25 courage, because he took a stand, because he said let's get 
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1 America moving again, because he said he wanted friends and 

2 foe alike to know that we take our stand. 

Great men always have momentary troubles. Only 

4 little men seem to do well on all the little details of life. 

6 Great men do well in the big things. 

6 {Applause • ) 

7 Yo~ don't have to remember every statistic. If you 

8 want to remember statistics, buy yourself a World Almanac, 

9 they accumulate them. 

10 {Laughter.) 

11 You don't have to remember the name of every law. 

12 You can get that -- you can go right to the Library of Congress 

13 or go to your Congressman, he will give you the whole listing. 

14 What you need to remember of ~the ~sweep of history 

15 -- what do we remember about Franklin Roosevelt? He lifted 

16 us out of a depression. I will tell you what I remember 

17 about him. He gave my mother and father hope. I remember 

18 that he said this government was here to serve us. I remember 

19 he said it wasn't the duty of government to see that those who 

20 already have too much got more, but those who had too little 

21 received enough. 

22 I remember he talked about a rendezvous with destiny. 

23 I remember the big things. I remember when he said we must 

24 quarantine the aggressor. And I remember when the country 

~ 25 turned against him in the elections of 1938. Have you 
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1 forgotten? A man that won the greatest victory that any 

2 President had had since James Monroe and George Washington~ 

3 carried every state but two in 1936 -- that same President had 

4 the most colossal congressional defeat of any President in the 

5 2Oth Century two years later. 

6 Do you know why? Because he said Aroorica, wake up. 

? There is danger in the world. ·.-And he stood there in Chicago 

8 in the sumner of 1938 and he said that aggressor must be 

9 quarantined, we must stop him before it is too late. And we 

10 had voices then, as now, that said it is really not our busi-

11 ness. Let's stay 11Way from this sort of thing. 

12 And now the world is much smaller than it was then. 

13 Great men do great things and they are reroombered for the 

14 great things, not for the little nit-picking criticisms, not 

15 even for their little mistakes and human errors, because we 

16 all make them. 

1? Well, we had a purpose, as I said, to build this 

18 better America, and we have been building it in 101 different 

19 ways, in ways, my dear friends, that you never dreamed 

20 possible even four years ago. 

21 I noted down here one of ourr purposes is better 

22 health for the American people. I am not going through every 

23 program. I will just simply say this, thatr more has been 

i 
l!' 24 done in the field of health for the American people in the :s 
" ~ 
~ 25 last four years than in the preceding one-hundred. That is a 
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1 statement of fact. 

2 When you have 23 to 24 million of your senior 

3 citizens that for the first time instead of having to plead 

4 pauperism to be able to have modern medical care and hospital 

5 care under which are noble and decent and dignified in the 

6 hospital of their choice,with the doctor of their choice, and 

? to have their bills paid by an insurance system, I tell you 

8 that is an achievement. If we have done nothing else we 

9 should be remember for that. And you ought to talk about it. 

10 (Applause.) 

11 I know a little about this fight. I introduced the 

12 very first bill on Medicare May 17, 1949. And I have some-

13 times -- you know, once in a while people c orne up to me and 

14 say, "Well, Mr. Vice President, what ever happened to that 

15 liberal program you were for?" 

16 (Laughter.) 

1? And then I just ruin their whole day. I say we 

18 passed it. 

19 (Laughter.) 

20 It is now the law of the land. Some people are 

21 never so happy as when they are unhappy. 

22 (Laughter.) 

23 Some people are never quite so satisfied as when 

24 they are unsatisfiedo 

25 Harry Truman made the first recommendations in 1947. 
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1 Hubert HumPhrey came into the 8lst Congress in 1949, put in 

2 the first bill. And Lyndon Johnson signed the bill in 1965 

3 at Independence, Missouri, in the presen:!e of Harry Truman. 

4 That is Medicare. 

5 Now, ladies and gentlemen, as fellow Democrats, I 

6 can tell you that the opposition is going to find out all the 

7 things that they think are wrong and they are going to be an 

8 exaggerator, too, plenty. You don •t need to contribute to it. 

9 You do not need to add your little nickel's worth or dine's 

10 worth to what is wrong with what we have done. Why don't you 

11 leave it to the people that really want to point out what is 

12 wrong? 

13 (Laughter, applause.) 

14 Now, let's take a look at something else -- education 

15 Thomas Jefferson on:!e said you can't be both free and ignorant, 

16 you have to make a choice. 

17 {Laughter, applause.) 

18 And others have said that, as Toynbee p1t it, that 

19 civilization is a race between catastrophe and education. 

20 Now, this administration has done more for education 

21 than any administration in the history of the United States, 

22 with possibly one exception, and that is the administration of 

23 Abraham Lincoln, with the Land Grant Act and the Moral College 

24 Act that set up our Land-Grant Colleges • 

25 I started -- the very first bill I ever voted on in 
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1 Washington, when I was a young Senator, the first bill was 

2 federa 1 aid to education. We passed it in the Senate. They 

3 killed it in the House. It was sort of a ping-ponq game, a 

4 net ball every other time. And then they would pass it in 

5 the House, as Neal knows, and we would kill it in the Senate. 

6 You could be sure that somewhere somehow that little thing 

? called federal aid to education, that helpless little soul 

8 would be knocked down somewhere between the House and the 

9 Senate. And it was always defeated either on the issue of 

10 religion or race or, once in a while, somebody injected in 

11 economy or violation of states rights or the terrible spectre 

12 of federal control. Nobody ever got down to, at least not a 

13 majority ever would settle on what is good for the child. 

14 Then you got a President . that was a little country 

15 school teacher down in Southwest Texas. That was his first 

16 job. He didn 1 t graduate from one of the Ivy League colleges. 

17 He graduated from a little teachers college in Texas. And 

18 his first task, his first job he got $'60 a month. He was 

19 the school teacher in a little school in Southwest Texas for 

20 Mexican-American children. He took his first checks to buy 

21 playground equipment and books. 

22 And that President, that man who was then a school 

23 teacher, resolved that if he ever got it?- public life he was 

24 going to do something about better education. His first 

25 federal position was with the National Youth Administration, 



0 
0 
0 

"' v 
0 

20 

1 back in the depression years, NYA. And, again, he was working 

2 with young people and he saw the necessity of uplifting the 

3 quality of life. 

4 And when he became President of the United States we 

5 got a federal aid to education bill. And, ladies and gentle-

6 men, this last year, the total investment of the federal 

? government in all forms of federal aid to education, higher 

8 education, science and research education, grants to univer-

9 sities, elementary and secondary education, the Natiom 1 

10 Defense Education Act, vocational education -- the total amount 

11 of money put in this year was $12 billion to the school 

12 children of America, to the young Americans, including 1.5 

13 million young men and women in college on scholarships. Seven 

14 million young men and women in American higher education this 

15 year, more than all of the rest of the world put together. 

16 This administration is known as the Education 

17 Administration. Our purpose -- to see to it that every America 

18 child receives the best education that modern educational 

19 methods are capable of giving. That is what our JXlrpose is. 

20 People say, well, you should have done more. That 

21 may be true. I think I should be better to my family. I am 

22 sure that is true. Some of you might even go on to admit 

23 that if you were up here. I am sure I should do some other 

24 things. 

25 But the important thing is are we doing better now 
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1 than we did? And four years ago, ladies and gentlemen, in 

2 1963, we spent less than $2 billion, less than $3 billion on 

:3 all forms of research to education, all sorts of aid. We 

4 have gone up 400 per cent. 

6 Now the conservatives think it is too much. And 

6 some people who just enjoy being unhappy about things think 

? it is too little. You know what I think? I think it is a 

8 lot more than you ever expected or ··ever dreamed possible. 

9 (Applause.) 

10 To give you another figure, the federal government 

11 has spent twice as much on education si:rce 1963 as it spent 

12 in the previous century. That · ts~ a pretty good record. Now 

13 maybe someone has got a better one, but it hasn't been in 

14 this country. 

15 Now, what is another one of our .purposes? Well, I 

16 hear people talk about morality a great deal in government, 

17 in this particular year. There are a number of moral special-

18 ists. 

19 (Laughter.) 

20 I am not sure that any of us are really capable of 

21 discussing morality with a complete sense of personal morality. 

22 But we aspire to it. What do we mean by morality? Well, one 

23 thing I think we mean is that when you if you are rich, 
f f 24 if you are blessed, if you are blessed by God Almight with 
" 3: 
~ 25 health and with w'ealth and with strength -- if I have been 
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1 taught anything and everything in my religious experience 

2 and moral experience, it is that you ought to share. In the 

3 Old Testament or the New there is a constant refrain 

4 minister unto the poor, minister unto the needy, help the 

5 least of these. That is what our religious, spiritual ethic 

6 is all about. 

? And here is a nation that has a gross national pro-

8 duct of $800 billion -- tremendous wealth. We consumed and 

9 produced -- we produced 40 pe:r'-ce~t of everything that was 

10 produced in the world last year. We 1 re pretty important 

11 people, and rather rich. 

12 And yet in ourt midst there were the poor. Now, 

13 ladies and gentlemen, those poor. have been with us a long, 

14 long time. There were more poor people in the 1950's than 

15 there were in the 1960's. But th~s administration is the 

16 first administration in the history of this country that says 

17 . that it declared war on poverty. Other administrations have 

18 said we will try to relieve some of the suffering. We will 

19 give a Band-Aid here and we will offer a little anesthetic 

20 here and we will give a little pain relief there. But this 

21 administration said we will experime~t, we will try to find 

22 an answer. 

23 And most of our critics are the ones who show what 

24 mistakes we made. Well, now, let me tell you, Dr. Barnard 

1 25 made a mistake, too, in a heart transplant. Dr. Shumway 
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1 didn't save his patient, either. By the way, all these great 

2 heart doctors have been trained at the University of Minnesota. 

3 I thought I would just say that. 

4 (Laughter, applause.) 

5 That great heart hospital at the University of 

6 Minnesota is one of the two great heart institutions in the 

? world. There are others, but this is one of the greatest. 

8 They have undoubtedly made some experiments that did not sue-

9 ceed. But I think it is important to know that you do not 

10 condemn the doctor because he didn •t succeed. You literally 

11 get down on your knees and if you have heart trouble in 

12 your family, and say I hope and pray to God that he can find 

13 the answer next time • 

14 And we pour in resources for experimentation. We 

15 did it for years on polio. We have been doing it on measles, 

16 and we honored the doctor here only recently that was the man 

17 that developed the measles vaccine that will save so much 

18 tragedy. 

19 What about poverty? It is a sickness just exactly as 

20 anything else. It is a sickness as bad as cancer. And yet we 

21 continue to pour in hundreds of millions of dollars into 

22 cancer treatment -- and I am surely for it. Two of my family 

23 have been afflicted. I think I know whereof I speak. And I 

24 don•t complain about a single doctor that had an experiment 

25 that went wrong. _ I just simply say I hope he can find the 
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l Well, what about the victims of poverty that have 

3 been tied down in the prisons of poverty for generations? The 

4 answer to poverty is not a check or a handout or· a basket of 

5 groceries. That is compassion, to be sure. But it doesn •t 

6 get at the root causes. 

7 This administration says we're going to experiment, 

8 we're going to look, we're going to try, we're going to try 

9 to see if we can bring motivation to those that are -- that 

10 no longer have moti vation1 self respect to those that have 

11 lost it1 self-help to those that have forgotten it1 jobs to 

12 the hard-core unemployed. That is what I was working on this 

13 morning. 

14 We're trying to find, with the top business leaders 

15 of America, heM we can train -- first how we can prepare and 

16 then train people who have never had a job in their lives, 

17 and get them into private industry on a payroll so they can 

18 be self-sustaining citizens. 

19 And I can see the news stories now and I can see 

20 the comnent -- program fails in such and such a town: forty-

21 five people hired and trained under hard-core unemployed 

22 program1 twenty-two flunk out. Oh, I know. I am the author 

23 of the job centers, the job corps centers. And I have heard 

! 24 them talk about these job corps centers and I know they have :i 
0 

~ 25 had a lot of trouble with them. I know that., They took z 
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back 140,000-some General Motors cars, too. They had a little • ! 

• 2 c 
.8 trouble with them, but General Motors is a going proposition. .. 

3 (Laughter, applauseo) 

4 And I want to go on record, it didn't just happen 

5 to GM, it happened to Ford and Chrysler and American and all 

6 of them. 

? (Laughter • ) 

8 And I think they are all great. I just wish I could 

9 do half as wellQ It isn't to be critical. 

10 But I will tell you this about the job corps centers. 

ll We've got about 100,000 young men and women in those centers, 

...... 12 that have come out of those centers already. Every one of :::) :. 
aes 13 them was a drop-out before they went in. Every one of them 0 
Do: 

~ 14 was a self-confessed failure. The average rate of pay for 

15 any that ever had a job was 70 cents an hour and only five 

16 per cent of them ever had a job. 

17 When they left the job corps the rate of pay was 

18 $1.90 an hour. 70, 000 out of the 100, 000 got jobs in private 

19 industry. 2 0, 000 went back to school to complete their 

20 education. 10,000 joined the armed services. 

21 Now I know that they had a drop-out rate of around 

22 30 per cent. But I will tell you something, more than that ;; 
0 
0 
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u drop out of Harvard. They ·do. 
Q 
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:;; (Laughter, applauseo) a 
~ 
.J 25 i I would have said Iowa but I didn't want . to get in i 
f u; 
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1 any trouble around here. 

2 (Laughter.) 

I know thAt it happens in Minnesota. 

4 (La ugh ter • ) 

5 And remember that every one of these were drop-outs. 

6 What is morality? I think the real test of morality 

? is when you are blessed with so much, do you care about ··· 

8 who have so little? That is the real test. Are you willing 

9 to take a stand for the weak not only to put your hand out 

10 and to help them through momentarily but to get them to stand 

11 straight and tall? Are you willing to spend time and re-

12 sources and faith in helping someone else? 

13 Now you say individually yes. Oh, my goodness, 

14 there are people in this room by the dozens that could look 

15 back over their lives and remember people that you have 

16 literally helped stand strong. And some of you got help like 

17 I did. 

18 Now if it's good enough for an individual in a 

19 democracy to do this for another individual, then what about 

20 a government of the people, by the people and for the people 

21 doing exactly the same thing? 

22 (Applause.) 

23 Well, we have been doing a little better. We have 

24 got a lot of work to do. Tonight, I just looked doWn here, 

25 we have --we had back in 1960 21 per cent of the American 
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1 living below what we called the poverty line -- 15 per cent 
2 now. That isn't enough, enough progress, but it is 6 per 
3 cent -- 6 per cent. That is a pretty good record. And if we 
4 stick with it we will get some results • That is what we mean 
5 by perseverance. 

6 Everything that you need to do today requires the 
? best that you have. Listen, the ordinary problems anybody 
8 can solve. The ordinary little international crisis in the 
9 world takes care of itself. The ones we get are the ones 

10 that are ready to blow the world to bits. The ordinary little 
11 problems in America take care of themselves. The ones that we 
12 get are the festering sores of generations and centuries, the 

c(l 13 explosive ones. And it is your party and your President that 0 
IX 

~ 14 has had to come to grips with these problems at home and 

0 
0 
0 

"' c.i 
0 

15 abroad. And I suggest that you quit putting any poison in 
16 the well from whence you are going to have to drink. In 

17 other words, take care of what you have, protect your own, 
18 speak up when you have people that condemn us, just call them 
19 right then and there and say I disagree with that and start 
20 citing the record. That is the way you-win, when you have 
21 confide~e based on fact, when you have confidence based on 
22 program, confidence based on achievement, and particularly 
23 when you are arguing with a Republican because he just doesn't 
24 have that tm.1Ch to offer. 

25 (Laughter, applause.) 



28 

1 Well, from civil rights to food stamps, from model 

2 cities to rural ~.libraries, to safe streets, to clean meats --

3 we 1 ve had a sense of purpose. And every one of these measures 

4 has been tough to get and we've had a sense of purpose when 

5 it carne to prosperity, too. 

6 The national income grew three times as fast between 

? 1961 and 1 67 as it grew in the preceding five years. Now, you 

a didn • t remember that. Let me repeat it. It grew three times 

9 as fast as between 1961 -- between 1961 and 1 67 as compared 

10 to the previous five years. And in the preceding eight years 

11 before 1 6l,our. Republican friends being in charge, they had 

12 three recessions. You haven • t -- you can spell recession 

13 since we've been in. It hasn't happened. 

14 {Laughter, applause.) 

15 Personal incomes grew more during any one of these 

16 years, from 1 61 to ',67 than itn all of the five years from 

17 1956 to 161. But, you know what? You've gotten accustomed 

18 to it. That's a fact. It is sort of reminds me it is just 

19 like some of these things on the world scene. When a fellow 

20 is just making trouble for you all the time and threatening 

21 you with destruction and harassing you anq making your life 

22 miserable -- when he stops just one of his little evil acts 

23 you say, iSn't it wonderful, it looks like he's changing for 

24 the good. 

25 (Laughter • ) 
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1 Or put it another way, in your own personal relation-

2 ships. I will tell you, fellows, your wife will love you 

3 every day of her life and she will be loyal and faithful to 

4 you, and be good to you, and if you just make one little 

5 mistake, you just race on shorted cane -- or vice versa, I 

6 want to twist it around, so it can happen either way. 

? (Laugpter.) 

8 The truth is that we have had a remarkable record. 

9 I know individuals on some cases -- I know it didn't apply to 

10 me -- but the facts speak for themselves. ·Paychecks are up, 

11 real income is up, not inflated income, in real dollars. And 

12 for the business conmunity, profits are up, in real dollars • 

13 The market is up, in real dollars. And taxes at the federal 

< 
~ 14 level are down, in any'~kind of dollar. And even 1 if President 

0 
0 
0 ... 
~ 

15 Johnson's surcharge tax that he is asking for goes into 

16 effect, we will still be paying the whole lot less taxes than 

17 we 1 ve paid when ·President Johnson became 'President of the 

18 United States. 

19 You can't double your expenditures in four years on 

20 education or triple your expenditures in health if you can't 

21 pay the bill. And you can • t have progress without prosperity. 

22 And the fact is that we have had both. Of course we have 

23 slums and we have rural poverty. We have some halitazard 

24 urbanization. We have too much waste of natural resources. 

25 And we have hard-core unemployment, discrimination and 
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1 inequality and inequity, I should say, for the .American farmer. 

2 These are problems and more of them that are :-·still with us. 

3 But the important thing here is we have begun to 

4 attack them. We didn •t p.tt them under the rug, hide them 

5 back in the closet. We've put them right out here. In fact, 

6 we talk about them so much that sone people think that is the 

? whole thing. 

8 We're not ignoring them. This is our sense of pur-

9 pose. Now, President Johnson chartered our continuing attack 

10 on these problems in his State of the Union Address -- a 

11 manpower program to wipe out our hard-core unemployed. This 

12 morning we meet with the top industrialists of .America, Mr. 

13 Henry Ford heading our whole program, turning over sone of 

14 the top business executives of the Ford Company, free of 

15 charge to your government to meet the problem of hard-core 

16 unemployed. 

17 This Monday, this week -- this c omirg week, I have 

18 three days of conferences on our Youth Opportunity Program in 

19 Washington, with the mayors of the top cities, with the 

20 leading business, financial, labor, voluntary agency repre-

21 sentatives -- 500 of them for three days, to work on these 

22 problems. 

23 We've had a six-fold --he outlined a six-fold in-

24 crease in the rate of low and middle-income housing construe-

25 tion over the next decade~ a child health program, increased 
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N' :;: 1 consmrer protection, drug control to stop the sale of slavery 
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2 to the young. And every mother and father ought to be inter-

3 ested in that. And the study of insurance, that is the auto 

4 insurance system that is largely responsible for the torrent . 

5 of litigation that all too often gluts the courts of America. 

6 Are these dramatic programs? Well, some people say 

? they're not. I read the columns. Some of them don't find 

8 them very dramatic. They're dramatic, however, to the people 

9 that need them. Every one of them are steps designed to rill 

10 the opportunity gaps that still exist in this democracy of 

11 ours. 

12 Now let me, therefore, just put it straight to you. 

13 We're not trying to make a welfare state. Believe me, I know. 

14 I travel around this world. I have been in four continents, 

15 thirty~five or more countries, and I have been in over 500 

16 American cities and forty-eight states of this Union. I have 

17 been with the rich and the poor, with the whi~e and the black, 

18 with foreigners and with home citizens, and I will tell you, 

19 dear friends, when you start griping just let me remind you 

20 of one thing, you have never been in a place that is as 

21 wonderful as the United States of America. Believe me, it is 

22 true. 

23 {Applause • ) 

24 Now let me say a word about the matter that is so 

~ 25 close to us in the midwest. It hasn't been easy this year, 
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1 these years on our farm front. Secretary Freeman spoke to you 

1 2 about it brilliantly last night, and I knCM your Governor here 

3 this morning gave one of the most brilliant and exciting and 

:; 
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4 moving speeches that has been made to any conference. 

5 We tried. And agriculture is going through a great 

6 economic and social revolution. Secretary Freeman outlined 

? for you in more precise and more knowledgeable terms than I 

8 ever will be able to, what we have tried to do and what we're 

9 going to do. 

10 I put it simply: We seek first-class treatment for 

11 rural America. We're a first-class country. You just ought 

12 to think that way. Excellence. That song, you knCM, The Man 

13 from Lamancha, The Impossible Dream, Dreaming the Impossible 

14 Dream -- we dare to dream it because it is not ·· impossible. 

15 Everything that other people said was impossible is what has 

16 made this country great. 

1? They said it was impossible to have government by 

18 the consent of the governed. We proved it was possible. They 

19 said it was impossible to span this continent in less than a 

20 half a century. We proved that it was possible. They said it 

21 was impossible to put strips of steel to build a railroad 

22 across this continent and we did it in less than a quarter of 

23 a century • 

24 They said it was impossible to hold this Union to-

25 gether, it would be divided. And even though it was a terribly 
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1 painful experience, we proved that it was possible. We proved 

2 time after time that we can do what some people think is im-

3 possible. You see, that is why I am an optimist. There aren't 

4 many left in Washington, but I am one of them. 

5 (Laughter.) 

6 And sometimes I guess the way that you get to be 

? well-known is to become the best pessimist. That seems to 

8 demonstrate that you have great knowledge. Well, I will tell 

9 you what I think demonstrates great knowledge. The history of 

10 America. And the history of America is not replete with its 

11 failures. The history of America and the progress of America 

12 is not the sum total of our inadequacies. The history of 

~ 13 this country and what America is today is the result of people 0 
IX 

~ 14 who said we can do it, who were can-do people, who had pur-

..r z 

15 pose and will and perseveran:::e. 

16 And the little people who were the critics and the 

17 gripers and the criers and the complaimrs, they •ve been for-

18 gotten. They are lost in the sands of time and the giants 

19 move out front. And those are the ones your children read 

20 about and know about. 

21 Well, now, we want to have rural America, which is 

22 the heritage of our country, first~lass, too. And, as we 

23 have said from other platforms, farmers have got to have the 

24 same bargaining rights, the same economic rights that the 

25 rest of the economy has. Everybody else in the economy says 
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1 I will charge you so much for my labor. If you want to buy my 

2 car the charge is this. But the farmer, they say to him, you 

3 will get so much. We will give you so much. 

4 Well, when a man is in the position of being the 

5 recipient of giving he is in trouble. So, Mr. Farmer today 

6 says, look, we want the programs that we have and we want to 

7 build on them. We fought hard to get them. Those programs 

8 are part of the bargaining kit, the tools that we have to 

9 give the American farmers economic justice. And farmers are 

10 going to be given new tools. 

11 The feed grain program and the commodity programs all 

12 add to the farmer's bargaining power. I wonder if people out 

13 in this part of America really thought what would have hap-

~ 14 pened if we had none of these programs. And I want to remind 

15 you that it took a lot of doing to get them. Talk is cheap. 

16 My friend, Neal Smith, sent me over a little note 

17 here and he said I think when you're out there in D~s Moines 

18 you might just mention a little bit about some of our experi-

19 ences in the Congress. The Republicans have been doing a lot 

20 of talking, too. 11 You know, they are just out here telling 

21 you what a bad farm program we've got. Well, I just want to 

22 remind you, boy, they ought to know what a bad program this 
0 
0 
0 

23 ... 
u is. They designed a half dozen of them. 
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(Laughter, applause.) 
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u1 25 7. You knock out the programs we have today on our basic 
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had to fight even with a huge Democratic rna jority, we had to .. 
3 fight hard to get the programs we have. 

4 Look at the record. In 165 four Democratic 

5 Congressmen from Iowa, Minnesota and North Dakota served on 

6 the House Livestock and Feedgrain Subcommittee and they played 

? the key role in drafting a four-year feed grains bill. In 1967 

8 those four were replaced by newly-elected Republican Congress-

9 men. Somebody said to me what is wrong with this Congress. 

10 I say I will tell you what is wrong with it. We lost forty-

11 seven good Congressmen, four of them right out of Iowa, good 

12 Democratic Congressmen. 

13 Well, all of these new Republicans that went on that 

14 farm committee, they all voted against the commodity reserve 

15 bill, which would have given some price p.r.otection to Mr. 

16 Farmer. If just one of them you know, you can• t expect 

1? many of them to do anything for you -- buti ff just one of them 

18 had given us one vote, we would have had another farm --

19 another tool in the kit, a bargaining power for the American 

20 farmer. 

21 I submit to you that failure to get a commodity 

22 reserve bill, a set-.aside bill of our reserve surplus stocks 
0 
0 
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u cost Iowa farmers alone more than $100 million last year. 
Q 
c' 
J! 

24 .. 
c :c 

That is what it cost you to elect those fellows that took the 
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place of some of your good Democrats that you had down there, 
i 
~ 
"" ., 
N 



... ... 
"' .... .. 
"' ... 
R 
0 

"' .. 
! 
j ... 

;; 
0 
0 

"' u 
tl 

36 

1 when you lost Schmidhauser and Greigg and Hansen and Bandstra. 

2 You just charged yourself $100 million, that 1 s all. 

3 Now, we didn't help you much up in Minnesota because 

4 we lost Alic Olson. But we didn't have quite so bad a record. 

5 But the man that we lost and the man that replaced him, he 

6 was one of those who voted against Mr. Farmer. 

? Well, this is why the President of the United States 

8 again outlined some more suggestions and said we've got to do 

9 something more. Look what we did. We changed the whole sup-

10 port loan policy to enable more farmers to maintain control of 

11 their grain right on their own land so they could bargain. And 

12 this security commodity reserve again would be protection 

13 against price depressing surplus stocks. 

14 And then the President went on to say that he is 

15 going to recommend new programs to help farmers bargain more 

16 effectively for fair prices. But I want to be honest with 

1? you. There is -- it is one thing to recomnend them~ it is 

18 another thing to pass them. And you pass them in the Congress. 

19 And, ladies and gentlemen, we 1re not just electing 

20 a President and a Vice ~resident in 1968, we've got a Congress 

21 to elect. And I submit to you that if we lose another forty-

22 seven seats or another twenty-five seats, you can kiss these 

23 farm programs good-by because the Re:tnblicans have never 

J 24 elped you. Now that is a statement based on fact and not on 

ii 
~ 

~ 25 prejudice. 
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1 Well, now let me just add on just a few more words, 
2 I've kept you a long time, about the scene as I see it on the 
3 international front, because that is where people are really 
4 cone erned • 

5 What about .America • s place in this troubled world? 
6 I will put it this way: I looked out over this audience to 
? see mothers and fathers, and I will just put it this way. 
8 No matter what may happen in the midwest in the corning year, 
9 it cannot possibly so seriously affect your life as the 

10 disaster that happens in the mideast, or even: in Southeast 
11 Asia, or in the norbheast Japanese sea, up and around Korea. 
12 Foreign policy, national security, life and death 

c~~ 13 that is what we are talking about. So what is our p.1rpose? 
0 
a:: 
< 
~ 14 What do we seek? Well, we seek abroad what we seek at home. 
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15 We seek self-determination for all men. We seek national de-
16 velopment in all nations. We seek international cooperation. 
17 As John Kennedy put it, we seek a world safe for diversity. 
18 We don't want a world that is all alike. We do not 
19 seek to p.1t a labil on every country that says "Made in':the .· 
20 United States of .America." What we seek, if you please, 
21 abroad as at horne, is the right of a people to live their 
22 individual lives unmolested. You want safe streets, don't 
23 you? You abhor violerce in yoor cities. We abhor crime on 
24 the streets and the cry comes up in .America, put down this 
25 terrorism. 'Put down this violerce • 
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"' .. Ladies and gentlemen, if you- believe that you ought • 
~ 

2 • c 
.B to have a safe country here and that the aggressor and the ... 

3 criminal and the terrorist and the subversive ought to be held 
4 in check, if you believe that is the way American ought to be, 
5 then you surely ought to believe that is the way the world 
6 ought to be, because this is a mighty small world. It is a 

7 world that technology, communication have brought together 

8 like a little marble as compared to a basketball a few years 

9 back. 

10 I remember leaving Tunisia not long ago in the morn-
11 ing and being in Washington at 6:30 at night, left there at 

.... 12 11:3 o. I traveled 27,000 miles, visited nine countries in ::> 
~ 
.a 13 thirteen days • This is a very small world. And what happens Q 
1¥ 

~ · 14 to any part of this world affects your life, therefore, the 
15 President of the United States, to serve you, to provide for 
16 the common defense and to promote the general welfare, must 
17 be every bit as concerned and even more concerned about what 
18 happens in Europe, in Africa, in Asia, in Latin America, as 
19 he is what happens in the United States. 

20 And if you want a peaceful America you have to pay 
21 the price, in development and security: if yoo want a peaceful 
22 world yoo have to pay the price. 

23 You know, I am so interested in the reasoning of 
24 some people. Some of our American people say we need to have 
25 more police in our cities and they have to see to it that 
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1 people obey the law o They say we need to train the National 

2 uard for riot duty for our cities and we need to see that the 

3 city streets are safe. 

4 Ladies and gentlemen, what about the world's streets? 

5 o is it that can keep the peace if we can't? Who is that 

6 can stop the aggressor if we are not willing to make at least 

? an effort? 

8 We do not seek to be the world's policeman but we 

9 seek to have a world in which the conditions for a just and an 

10 enduring peace are there. And if we have learned anything out 

11 of the last generation it should be that you cannot appease 

12 an aggressor. 

13 Now, I can see where my youngest boy might not have 

~ 14 learned it because he was born after the war. I can see where 

0 
0 
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15 a boy 'JDr a girl 16 or 17 or 18 on our college camp..1s or in 

16 high school may not understand it because they have never had 

17 to live through it. But for older generations, have you for-

18 gotten? Have we forgotten when we ignored Japanese militar-

19 ism? Have we forgotten when we pretended that Hitler wouldn't 

20 be on a world rampage? Have we forgotten even the· exploits 

21 of a Mussolini? Haven't we learned the lesson that aggression 

22 unleashed is aggression unchecked? Haven't we learned that 

23 there is no appeasement? Haven •t we learned that there is 

~ 24 no way to satisfy the appetite of an aggressor? 
~ 
" ;r; 
~ 25 It is just exactly like local law officials thinking 
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1 that they can buy off the mob or that you can make peace with 

2 the criminal element. You cannot c And all over the world, 

3 wherever I have been, I have seen these forces at work, under-

4 mining, playing on the peoplets · misery, stirring up revolt, 

5 revolution, in country a ftar country. 

6 And your country has said, look, we want to help 

? build a better world, and let me say for the record, no country 

8 has been as generous as this country. No nation has ever 

9 given so much over such a continuous period of time to the 

10 cause of peace as the United States, and the cause of world 

11 security. 

12 We have stood guard in Europe. All of our European 

~ 13 friends today, many of them are very critical of us in South-
0 

~ 
~ 14 east Asia. But, ladies and gentlemen, I was there in April 
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15 and when we mentioned in Europe that we were going to take one 

16 division of American troops out of Europe, they had a panic. 

17 Th~y say, oh, you can't do that, you will leave us 

18 unprotected. But, you see, Europe today is very European. 

19 They want Americans there. What do you think would happen 

20 today, my dear friends, if America were to remove its guard 

21 from Berlin? What do you think would happen? I don't. have to 

22 spell it out for you, because this country three times in the 

23 last ten years has had to go to the rescue of Berlin.. The 

24 very first act of .. .Iohn Kennedy, when he became President, was 

25 to mobilize not a few thousand reserves, 250,000 reserves, and 
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1 to send 50, 000 American troops to France and herce to Germany 

: 2 to strengthen Berlin. Three times this has happened. I. 
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3 It is the corrmitment of American power, it is the 

4 commitment of America • s integrity to her treaties and her 

5· obligations that keeps what little peace there is in this 

6 world today. The day that the United Stat:es of America de-

? faults, on that day the tidal wave of aggression sweeps the 

8 world. 

9 Oh, I could go down the line and just describe it for 
10 you. Harry Truman is my kind of an American. He is an au then-
11 tic American, a real one. And I want to tell you something, 

12 ladies and gentlemen, I was in Iowa when he was about as 

13 unpopular as smallpox. 

14 (Laughter.) 

15 But I will tell you this, that he has lived to see 
16 his name amongst the immortals. And why? Because Harry Truman 

17 knew that when you were President you had only one thing left 
18 to do, to do what was right, as God gave you to see the right. 

19 And Harry Truman put the strength of this Nation on the line. 
20 Harry Truman even had to bring one war to a conclusion. He 
21 had to save Europe and he went to the defense of Korea to 

22 save Asia. And yet there isn't a person in this room that 
23 wouldn't stand up and cheer him. You love him., 

.J 24 You walk out here on the streets of Des Moines and 

... 
;; 
~ 

~ 25 you ask the people, name me five great Presidents, and I would 
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1 be willing to wager anything that I have that one of the five 

2 will be Mr. Truman, even from the staunchest Republican in 

3 town. And do you know why? Because he had character, because 

4 he knew what the stakes were, because he was like Abraham 

5 Lincoln who said and spoke with malice toward none and with 

6 charity for all but with firmness in the right as God gives 

? me to see the right. He made decisions. And when he made 

8 them he had about a 26 per cent popularity. 

9 Here is what he said ~n March 1947: 

10 "I believe that it must be the policy of the 

11 United States to support free people who are re-

12 sisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities 

13 or by outside pressures. If we falter in our 

14 leadership we may endanger the peace of the world 

15 and we shall surely endanger the welfare of our 

16 own Nation. Great responsibilities have been 

17 placed upon us ." 

18 That is the policy of this country. That is Harry 

19 Truman • s policy. That was Dwight Eisenhower 1 s policy. That 

20 was John Kennedy's policy. And that is Lyndon Johnson's 

21 policy. 

22 President Johnson hasn't signed one new treaty of 

23 comnitment save to prevent weapons of mass destruction and 

24 outer space. The only commitments this Nation has signed under 

25 our leadership, under the Johnson-Humphrey administration are 
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1 comnitments to enduring peace. But we're keeping our con-
2 tracts. We're keeping our historic comnitments. 

3 This is what Dwight Eisenhower and John Kennedy 
4 thought, and this is what Lyndon Johnson thinks. And we 
5 haven't faltered and I am proud of it. Why do you think 
6 America stands today as the giant of the earth? Well, from 
? Greece and Turkey, to the straits of Formosa and Korea, from 
8 Berlin to the Congo, from Cuba to Geneva, from Lebanon to 
9 Cyprus, throughout the free world we have ttied to live up':bo 

10 these great responsibilities. 

11 Now, when I see people out :parading and demonstrat-
12 ing, surely it is their right, I wish that on the other side 
13 of the signs, because they only paint one side, that they 
14 might put something else, that they are in there condemn-
15 ing us for Vietnam., .condemning us for that, but-why hasn •t 
16 somebody reminded them or reminded you that only less than a 
17 month ago the Fresident of the United States, Lyndon Johnson, 
18 saved the peace in the Mediterranean when he sent his own 
19 personal representative and personally conducted the diplomacy 
20 that stopped a war between Greece and Turkey, when the ships 
21 were loaded and the planes were ready to fly? 

22 I didn't hear a single mass meeting in America say 
23 thank you, Mr. 1?resident, thank you for saving the peace. But 
24 I can scarcely go to a meeting but what we are harassed, if 

.J 25 not by noise by obscenity, in the name of peace. We have 
z 
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1 used our power~ith restraint and we have used our wealth with 
2 compassion. And I think that it is about time that Americans 
3 are proud of that record. I don't think we ought to deceive 
4 the enemy, and we're doing it. And in deceiving the enemy we 
5 may very well be threatening our <Mn lives because when the 
6 enemy thinks that we're divided they may try to take advantage 
? of that division. 

8 I wouldn't be a bit surprised but what some people in 
9 orth Korea throughtwe were more divided than we are, more 

10 divided and their attack upon the Pueblo, the U.s .s. Pueblo, 
11 didn't divide America. It united it. 

12 One of the reasons that we've signed treaties of 
13 alliance is to serve . notice on would-be aggressors that they 
14 ought to know what we will do because we came out of World War 
15 I saying that maybe if Hitler had kn<Mn that we were going to 
16 e there, had we joined and had we signed the treaty of 
17 Versailles, had we been a member of the League of Nations, 
18 maybe Hitler would not have marched, at least that was what 
19 I was taught. That was the belief of my generation. 

20 So we translated that belief into the treaties of 
21 omnitment, NATO and SEATO and the Treaty·•of Rio and other 
22 treaties that we have, and we said let the world know that if 
23 ggression becomes a method of international conduct, we will 
24 esist it. Let the world know -- and, ladies and gentlemen, 
25 he world does know and as long- as the Soviet Union and 
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1 Communist China and other great powers know that we mean it, 
2 there will be no world war number three. But the day that 
3 they think that we don •t mean · it there could be miscalcula-
4 tion. 

5 Oh, I know we • ve had some setbacks and we •ve had 
6 to learn some hard lessons. But 1.let me tell you we've had 
? some successes, too. And our present engagement in Sout~east 
8 Asia is one more of these painful steps on the path towards 
9 security and development in the world. And every great 

10 President that we have had has known it. 

11 President Kennedy knew it. Here is what he said: 
12 "We are not going to withdraw from that effort 11 

--

13 speaking about Vietnam 11 in my opinion for us to withdraw from 
14 that effort would mean · the collapse not only of South Vietnam 
15 but of Southeast Asia. So we •re going to stay there... And we 
16 were there and we were there before Kennedy. 

17 And last week President Johnson said America will 
18 persevere and our patien:=e and our perseverance will match 
19 our pa,.;er. Aggression will never prevail. But our goal is 
20 peace and peace at the earliest possible moment. And peace 
21 with honor on all sides. Peace that does not reward aggres-
22 sion. Peace that deserves the integrity of America's solemn 

23 commitments around the world. That is our goal and that is 

24 the only kind of a peace that is worthwhile. Not the peace 

25 of appeasement, not the peace of the moment, but the kind of 
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1 peace that means constructive good, peace that minimizes the 

2 chance of a wider war. We do not want "armor getting" on the 

3 installment plan, and we can get it. 

4 I am sometimes puzzled by the thoughts of some 

5 people. I read a column not long ago which said what we really 

6 ought to do is have our defense line in Australia. Well, now, 

? dear friends, that is even further away than Vietnam. Does 

8 that mean that we will fight only for white people? Is that 

9 what that means? Anglo Saxon culture? If that is what it 

10 means then we have chosen to be on the side of the smallest 

11 minority in the world. 

12 We have taken a highly moral position, to stand by 

13 those who are little and weak and of di'fferent ethnic back-

~ 14 ground and culture than our own. And, make no mistake about 
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15 it, it is in our national interests. We are not in Southeast 

16 Asia just because we want to help the Vietnamese for their 

17 independence, we are there for ours, too. We learned a long 

18 time ago the nibbling process of the aggressor. 

19 And how are we going .to achieve this peace? Well, 

20 part of the answer must c orne from the enemy. And, ladies 

21 and gentlemen, let me lay it on the table. The roadblock to 

22 peace is not at the White House. I was there this morning. 

23 The roadblock to peace is not in the State Department because 

24 if anybody here or any place e1se can produce us one person 

25 to talk to that can speak with responsibility for North 
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1 Vietnam and is willing to sit down and have prompt and pro-

2 ductive discussions and will not take advantage of those 

3 discussions to maximize their own position, we will have 

4 somebody there in twenty-four hours. We are prepared as of 

5 this hour, as I speak to you, to have an immediate cease-fire. 

6 We •re prepared to have an immediate stand-down. We •re pre-

? pared to accept the offices, the good offices of His Holiness 

8 the 'Pope. We're prepared to accept the good offices of the 

9 co-chairmen of the Geneva Conference, the British and the 

10 Soviet Union. 

11 We have had 29 separate proposals for peace that 

12 have come to us from outside sources and accepted every one • 

13 And the Communists have said no to every one. No. And yet 

-< 
~ 14 we have Americans that go around trying to figure out how 

15 'Wrong' President Johnson is. We have people in this country 

16 who would have you believe that this ~>resident, your 'President, 

17 the American President does not want peace. 

18 What do we have to gain out of bloodshed? Why, 

19 ladies and gentlemen, if there were peace in Vietnam next 

20 week we wouldn't need any regional Democratic meetings at 

21 all, and you know it. If you want to put it on the crudest 

22 basis of just political advantage, if the President of the 
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1 Your President has had to suffer the humiliation 
2 time after time of the derogatory statements or~nis own fellow 
3 Americans. I think it is about time that somebody asked the 
4 question who is it that stands in the way of peace. Who"' ts 
5 it~ Who is it that is attacking South Vietnam long before 
6 we ever came there. 

? We are not the aggressors. Our ship was in inter-
8 national waters. And yet there are those in the world today 
9 that think that they can get by with acting like brutes. The 

10 law of the jungle cannot prevail if you are going to have law 
11 and order in this world. We have tried to do our part for a 
12 peaceful world. No nation has done so much, committed so 
13 many. 

14 So let me make it clear, I firmly believe that those 
15 who disagree with our established policy in Vietnam or disagr.ee 
16 with our tactics in the search· for peace have every right to 
1? express their views, but they have every• obligation to express 
18 an alternative, too. What would you do? Pick up and run? 
19 Withdraw? Stand there and take it? 

20 I hear people say time after time, stop' the bombing. 
21 Listen, ladies and gentlemen, there are mothers in this room 
22 that have a son in Vietnam. Are you going to tell that 
23 mother that that son is to have no protection? One of the 
24 reasons that we bomb in certain areas of the North -- and 
25 we haven • t bombed promiscuously, we have not bombed the great 
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1 cities promiscuously, we have not bombed·'·the dikes to flood 
2 the countryside -- we place severe restraints upon our pilots, 
3 some that they don •t like. But when we see the flow of men 
4 and material coming across the frontier and your Marines and 
5 your infantrymen are on the other side, we haven't invaded 
6 North Vietnam even though many have reconmended it. Oh, your 
? men are in a defensive position in a country to which we have 
8 a conmitment by treaty, in South Vietnam. And your Comnander-
9 in-Chief says I think that I owe it to those Marines up there 

10 in the Demilitarized Zone, which is supposed to~~be demilitar-

11 ized, which demilitarization was violated by the North 

12 Vietnamese -- I think I owe it to those Marines up there to 

13 see to it that those mortars and those guns and those extra 

14 forces don't get down there to kill them. So he sends an 

15 American bomber fleet in to try to slow it down. 

16 Nobody has ever said that this would win the war. 
1? No one has ever said this would stop all the infiltration, any 
18 more than if you add 100 more police in Des Moines, you will 
19 stop all crime. But you will sure help. It will slow it 
20 down. And that is exactly what we are doing. But, ladies 
21 and gentlemen, we are prepared to stop all bombardment if it 
22 will lead to prompt and productive discussions. What does 
23 the enemy say to you? No. What did they say to the Pope? c 

? ~ 24 No. What did he say to the President· No. =5 
0 

~ 

25 ui z And yet, my fellow Americans, we have people up and 
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1 down this country today that would have you believe that it is 
2 Lyndon JOhnson, President of the United States, that stands in 
3 the way of peace. I say shame on them, they know a lot better. 
4 (Applause.) 

5 Now, I am not unmindful that these are all very 
6 troublesome questions. But I think you ought to be mindful of 
? the fact that the best minds that this c runtry has has been 
8 put to these questions. I think you also ought to be mindful 
9 of the fact that -- as ·I said in the beginning -- that if we 

10 are unable to help build a better world, who can? If we are 
11 unwilling to take our stand ·in defense of freedom, who will? 

..... 12 If we are unable :to build an America, a truly just society, ~ 
oiS 13 who can do it any place else? 0 a: 

~ 14 If we are unable to help the weak, who will? If we 
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15 are unwilling to take a stand against aggression in this 
16 century, out of our painful experience, who do you expect ever 
17 will from here on out? 

18 This is the time for testing. Do you know what I , 
19 think? I think the Americans are better when they are tested, 
20 when they know the stakes are high, when they know they're 
21 being called upon to give their best. And we•re being called 
22 upon now. I speak to you as citizens now, not just as 
23 Democrats. I speak to you as members .of the majority party, 
24 the government of the United States. I ask you to speak 
25 responsibly. I ask you to help bind up the wounds in this 
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1 country. I ask you to help us in~our~dities with the under-
2 privileged and the disadvantaged. I ask you to help us in 
3 rural America for those who have been denied a fair chance 
4 there, too. And, above all, I ask for your understanding, 
5 and I ask for your support for the President of the United 
6 States, and I ask you to get on out between now and November 
? and make sure that this forward progress that we made at home 
8 and the stand that we • ve taken for decency and for peace in 
9 this world, that that progress and that stand are not for-

10 saken. 

11 And if you'·;Will give us your help, give me your 
12 hearts, your hands and your willing mind, give me of yourself 

oil 13 and give of yourself to this c ormnon cause. There isn • t any 
0 
a:: 
< ~ 14 force in America that can stop our victory. We will have it 
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15 come N0 vember 1968. 

16 Thank you very much. 
17 (Applause.) 
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That gr::: at Democrat, the happy 1-1ar,?-or, the late Governor 

Ali Smith used to say, 11Let 1 s look at the record., 11 For vicdty in 1968 
II 

I 
l... 

11Let 1 s look at the record11 should be our battle cry~ vle Democra~s ~~ye ~ ~ 

'I /:.tN?ttO...f We 't1a 1~L~/7 
. . 1 t --- G-'~ ~n cg~s a ve -

li 
compiled a record of tr],tly remarkable 

~~nt, in full employment, in unparalled ~sperity, in the 

shoring up and reassertion of rights, in ne1-t horizons of opportunity 

for the disadvantaged and depriveg~he acccmplishrnents of this 

Der.1ocratic Adr.ri.nistration 
~:~ ~-~?_~0 . 

~Em::tnL~~Yrecord on which every Democ:::-at 

( " 
runnir.g for public office t his year can proudly stand. jknmv that ~o:.t:~ 

3.:J thc:t i s 
/ record :c::::.rr.J&F./placsd ~efore ;tr1e Americap ,;reople O'}.~l\ the months ahead 

/ -. I . r 0 r, ,,.. t· ·) '\o__.._,,\ ·1'-'- .. ~ -'...{ ~-\J(,-Q p&~ J . ./:) 0 , . ' .. - \. ..... ' ('\'" -~_:,\_ _ __;y-
~J'j;;;r:n ti'rcertc,fb-·of:y:tctqry(¥;~s a r ecord that speaks of the dedicp.tion 

!\ 

of Democrats to keeping this country moving and of the determination of 

this party to bring the fulfillment of the Amer:!.can dream to all of our 

t.he 
people in all sections of ~/country. It is a record e ~uently expressing 

our vision of a better Ame rica and a happiP-r and more secure worldo 

It is a recorcJ.~stablishing that '1-:e, as Democrats, choose to trust our 

hcpes ro.tber than our fearso That 't.Je choo~e to \-TOrk, tDZ:::Z:..2.:ll to think_, 

to dream, to build because in so doing He believe that !ur.erica is 
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Nou Let's Look at the Record. 

In 1965)the 20 year battle for Medicare ~~egun by President ~~n 

in ~ 1945 was won. r·Jedicare prodides a basic health insurance plan for 

virtual all ~ Americans 65 years and older. Yet the coalition of retre~t 

fought successfully fo1· 20 years to stop this necessary legislation. 

(';/ 
In 1965 vrhen this legislation camp up for ilkn key vote in the House of Represe,-;:~ -

f} 

z.tives,93 per cent of the Republican n:embers of the House voted against i:bdico.::o. 

This legislation provides medical coverage for clo~e to 20 million Am3ricans. 

ruring the first six months of 1967 alone, some 12 million senior Anericans r ec-

eived p~-sician 1 s or other medical ser~ices covered by ~~dicare. That's t he 

record. 

Today 70 per cent of ~ our people live in urban centers . In 50 years 
-.\..' (, ~ J . .. J ~ 0 

&,\ \~':.P'A .:y.,......,. 
"'e will be a nation of 400 miolion people ..... -:-'3r 320 rr.illion of us •Till live 

/ (\ 

in urban areas. In 1965 /resident Johnson proposed and Congress en~ passed 

the most far reaching housing and urb~n development legislatiorur since t rs 

landmark Housing Act of 1949o 80 percent of the Republican~ in the 

House of rtepresentatives voted to kill th~s legislation. In the Senate , 

73 of the Republicans voted against the future of our cities. ~~\ 
't-lo.J \~ ~Q. J-a?J) ~ {~:-l " 
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In 1966, President Johnson proposed and Congress 

Cities program. This legislation is designed to~ 
~ 

I 

..-1 

passed /he Hodel 

develop and car.1~ out 

comprehensive demonstration prograrrill to improve our cities. 88 per cent 

of the House Republicans voted to defeat tnis legislation. And that's the 

record. 

Kine million clisadvantaeed children z:zcti~ v1ere helped 

in 1967 under the Elementary and Seconda17 Education Act on 1965. 
95 per cent of the nation's counties are Under this le gislation~~/r;fij:. ezrz:t:~xbcazxpnbn:azsznetixiD:?.:ti~ 

eligible to recieve funds for local public school districts. tr..z5?,S:xp~..c;mtznfxztm:r.m::zi:eN:bz~~~: • :· d ~ecmmt±lils.~x But none 

from votin~ of that stopped 73 per cent of the Hous'3 flepublicans ~/against 

Cit passage of this legislation.' vlhile ;.;e have our sights drawn I1I1X on 

ttis .tdministration 1 s record in education ,let 1 s remember that ><Te have had 

an Office of Education for approximately 100 years. From 1867 when that ;;, 

office uas established .?through 1963 }$ 5.8 billion lvas appropriated 

for expenditure by the Office of Education. From 1964 thrOugh 1968 
have spent 

·t-Ta will/L~..! close to U:ZW. ~? ll.S billion in SU?port of educaticn. 

In other ivords , in the past five years ; r esident Johnson has more than doubled 

tl:e support for education th~ had been given over the previous 96 years. 
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the battle for Time does not permit a full discussion of/ea~~~f~~ Democr2tic proposals for Hinin:um Hage, po1-1er development , Pover ty programs, Food for Fr eedom; 

Civil Rights, Food Stamp Program, Teacher Corps, CrimeControl,...:..v.rd '\'5\J 

ttis is 
Public B~adcasting- tha~exer~~/but a partial list of the 

q ~< Democratic proposals tne coalition of r etreat has opposed~ 1 fn a few 

cases they were successful - in t emporarily stopping need~slatio~y 
e;.~-:W blocking its passage,m! severely limiting its scope 1 or so reducing 

available funds as to make the program ineffective . ~at too is the record, 

and it is equall;j" important to let the people knot..r not only 1-1hat tve have been 

able to accomplish despite overvmelming Republican opposition but , also, 

_tu.:.~~ ~hl-1-! {J-i{hat vre have not been able to get done ..whe.r-ec.:n or!'bed--b=.r- v.re 

coalition of retreat. 
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'rr,e co~litior. of retreat says we cannot afford thesi£.1 programs. 

teey said we couirln 1t affor d the 

v 
Social Secutity proggar~ - and in 1938 ~ ttey said He couldn 1 t afford 

mir.imurn "Vrage legislation. They are just as ~;rong today as they v1ere then. 

Of course we can afford them. 

\•Jhat ue cannot afford is to deny the promise of the American dreamo 

'~:!QI cannot afford hungry children. 
f:) 

1·Je cannot afford old people l~± ci.eni'3d. proper medical care • . 

i·ie cannot afford inadequate schools spa;.mir..g ignorance. 

He cannot afford poorly housed faJTiilies., 

1\e c r, nnot afford the denial of opportunity o 

1·1hat we cannot afford is the coalition of retteat- and we knovr Hhat to 

do abo::t that - don't v.-e? 

'l'be rau aviesome po1,--er of our industry - tt.e riches of our hnd and the 

fertility of our soil - and above all the men and women behind the lathes and 

the tractors - in the fields and in the factories - these put the lie to 

the slander that -..re cannot afford progress. 

All of our history has proven that -~erica prospers as all Americans 
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pove!'ty and to create opportunity, but l·there 1-1e have failed to act. 

Rural poverty and tte urban crisis are not symptomatic of poor pDograms, 

but of the lack of sufficient funds o~ective programs. 

I:Je Democrat/s. are not goir:g to mortgage t.r,e future of .Amer :ica to the \/ 
despair of the present . If we do not continue to act today, as 1ve have done :t 

in tt.e 89th and 90th ConbTesses, to meet the se gr':}at problems, then our 

chilcircn and our grandchildren vrill have to pay tho::s:ex~:b:x that debt -

L 

the interest mn that debt is already too high in terms of frustration, bitternes~, 

ir.creqsed divisiveness, ll.. and the wsstefr h1llnan resources left on the slag 

heap of lost hope. 

_., 
.-'his great land was not built by me'l\vrho said," 'Ke cannot afford ito 1' or 

Hits too risky." Rivers and mountains and great pla ins were crossed, and 

d-
ltmcrica vras built by men who dared to dream., .t'erhaps i3£ll."""le'times our reach 

does exceed our grasp, but then we Democrs~ xmt are not done builuicg yet, 

America is not a museum to be governed by curators vrho seek only 

to perserve the status guo. America is a grovdng country - on the move and 

in full stride - and vre Democrats are builders. When we keep this nation's 

books, lie add people to the balance sheeto vJe judge our success or failu:t·e in x 
~ ~ oJ,J'l'•lr ?'.,~ .. ,1·~~~·~"'· :: , ·, ._. (•,•,.._ , ... ,~~ r=-•~1)10 ,::l'O biMl~o'in(! } J-:;. 1 -ry::. ~1; -.T~·.· ··,·.";..~ '·· ·'·"::;-, · ... -:: 
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t• ~a:rring more. When ;..-e see ne1-r houses and hiehHays, and ne1.: sbhools and factories 

being built >ve know that in terms of social accounting - the needs of the 

people - our books are in balance • 

•. /hat has been the record in the_,c:_onc,;qct ,of.. cur domestic 1 

1/ "' affairs . Now let's look at tne record in foreign affairs. Since discussions of 

I 
'--

foreien affairs tend to be foreshadowed by the 'lvar in Vietnam, 1..-e must maintain an appropriate persective __ of those events as xell as of the larger context. In ~~ch 1947, ~resident Truman addressed a joint session of Congress to 

offer his recowmendations on this country's policy for Greece and Turkey. 

In announcing tne Truman Doctrine, the President stated: 

I believe that it must be tne policy of the United States 
to support free peoples 1-1ho are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. 

I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their n 
mm destinies in their mm "'Iay. 

In his concluding remarks in that messa;e, President Truman said: 

The free people of t he i·Torl~ look to u:ofor support in main­
maintaining their freedoms. 

If we falter in our leaders;-.ip, ue may endanger the peace 
of the world - and 't're shall surely endanger the 1-1elfare of our 
01m nation. 

Great responsibilities have been place upon us by the 
sHift movement of events. 

That ~etic statement by a great President, 

It still bears the ring of truth. VIe continue to subscribe to that declaration 

( 
of principles . The cou~e that President TruRan chose for the nation to 1 
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follow bas not been an easy one. 

Our resolve and our patience have been tested. As the years have 
gone by we have met these tests in Lebanon and Korea, in Berlin and in 
the Congo - and nov in Vietnam. 

There are those who suggest that others would have done it differently. 
Certainly not President Truman who acted to defend freedom in Korea or 

OJV President Eisenhow who sent American troops to Lebanon. Both Presidents " Truman and Eisenhower have stated their support of President Johnson's 
efforts to preserve the option of freedom for the Vietnamese people. 

In March o-r 1961, three short months after assuming office 
President Kennedy spoke out clearly on the attempted subjugation of 
the Laotian people by the COIIIIIIUDist Pathet Lao. He noted that Soviet 
planes bad been involved in air lift operations and that North Vietnam 
had been supplying combat specialist. He then went on to state: 

First, we strongly and unreservedly support the goal of a neutral and independent Laos, tied to no outside power or group of povers, threatening no one, and free from any domination. Qv ~45 ~!_he pPeaeet --ti¥~8R&'tl'illt84 88te:Wb iS i!J#!.c!_eqt:i!'!!li ifid ~e•lua:l":W- lll:t tllati x.estd:t'. I} 41 

Secondly, if there is to be a peaceful solution, there must be a cessation of the present armed attacks by externally supported Ccanunists. If these attacks do not stop, those who support a truly neutral' Laos will have to consider their response. The shape of this necessary response will, of course, be care­tully considered, not only here in Washington, but in the SEA'l'O conference with our allies ..... • .. 
~ 
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Thirdly, >-re are earnestly in favor of constructiva negotiation 
among the natior:s concerned and among the leaders of Laos 1..rhich 
can help Laos back to the :pathway of i ndependence and 
genuine neutrality • • • • 

• • • The securitJr of all Sourthesst Asia will be endangerad 
if Laos loses its neutr3l independence . lts o>m safety ru.."ls -;.:ith 
the safety of us all • • • 

L 

Our respon~e rdll be made in close cooperation with our allies 
and the wishes of the Laotian Governnent . iVe will not be provo!<:ed, 
trapped, or drm..rn into this of an5J ofi!m other situation; but I 
know that every Am:;rican 1rill -vwnt his country t o honor its 
obligations t o the point that freedom and security of the free >-:orld 
and ourselves may be achieved. 

That's wnat President Kennedy said about Laos in 1961~ in July of 1963 

he said of Vietna:n that.'} 

He are not going to vrit.hdraH fror'l that effort. In r:tJ opinion, 
fo:.c us to vrithdra\·r from that effort -v10uld !llDan a collapslt1ol.i 
only of South Vietnam, but Sou=theast Asia . So we are goi~g 
to stay there. 

Uur view today has not changed. There are 250 million people in Southeast 

Asia, obtiously the stakes in Vi0tnam eA~end far beyond the 15 million I 
i 

I i 

~~xtl.-o:<:cl.::Cll±;:sxg::9J:i.::!z:-..z:s:z~o:cz±Z:t:l~z:S:t:s:e~agz:i:n:it)..'"t!::::'lxZ-~::r::n~r 
o:f.z:m.-uzxa.":ta."'Czg!ll=xru:erinz.th~l:0Z:irlzt:z.."ltt:xtra-J-:zt:ec.::sxp::zr::r~ 

a._""IIbm::z~;:rlh;mst:zir.z:iilirlxc~-e::±xx 
America 'trill persevere, and our patience and our perserverance 

't-dll 1::::! match our puuer. Aggression will never prevail. But 
our goal is peace - and peace at the earliest possibl·3 :.cc.:lot:; 
moment. 

Peace:; cannot be achiP-ved by yeilding to ag-.cession. Peace 1-r.ill be HOn 
I 

I 

I I 

I I 
I I 
II 
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foreign policy 
by sustaining the/position that 't-18 have maintained for over tH·o decades. 

<I / / 
November._ r-;ccl~.rd...tu Peace l·rill be wonr;:: by re - e)Zctin~ !>resident Johnson next 

~14/ f..J.<'v.rt/6.~-:k ()Wy (};;.)Ji"!-#t.-l,i•-f1~FJ ~ tQ Yk4a., ;')<) ~. "" -..u.> v 1e u 
Indeed our preseece and efforts throughout the uorld have tridened the 

option~or freedon for the newly emerged and developing countries. 

In Africa 30 independent states have emerged in the past decade. 
) 

Intensive Communist efforts of subversion of their newly won independence has 

Cft 
failed. I have recently returned from an extensive mission to nine African 

y.~tfJJ'...; 
cour..trj:es/ ~ Jle were universely gxer.::im:d.Al2!~{ met by great warr.1th and 

" 
hospitality by the people and the l eaders nf in each c ount~y we visited. 

\../ 

rri Latin America, we are joined with our neighbors in the 

Alliance for Progres~;lhrough our contributions to the InterAmerican 

DeYelopment Bank - m currently ~matched at a ratioN of three dollars 

of :b.tin American contributj_on for every dollar ~ontribute - as well 

as through our bilateral aid 
(,;P.n thj~rshit>) 

effort 0 ~~ have./acru!~YedFt progress .. 
~ 

in 

tfte-eo ...... ~Pi~~!~~=-no-~1.:.~ . In April of last year President Johnson c. 

met Hith the PNsident ' s of th-3 Americ~at Punta. del Este,Uraguny to 

L 

I 
I 

~ II • t ~ 
(1,'/ lill 

\I 

II 
II 
i 
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v!a are keeping our commitments in Latin America. 

~-le are keeping our col'l1Tili tment s in Africa. 

ltJe a.:-e keeping our conunitments in the !.Uddle East . 

And. ue are keeping our conunitments in Asia. 

Above all we are keeping our commitments to the • Ame~can people. 

And I o submit that is the record. 

But that record is no·~ closed because vre Democrats are still dedicated 

to building a better America in a better world. In the State of the Union maos-

age President Johnson ~xc~~~# announced a vigorous and meaningful legislative 

program. 

He proposed -

A manpower development program for the hardcore unemployed . 

~ull appropriations forthe Model Cities progr&~. 

A 10 year, 6 million unit lo~ and middle income housine program. 

A child health progra~. 

A prosram of increased consUJl'.er protection 

Programs for Safe Streets and Gun Control. 

(I,' I 

I I 

i! 
' 
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F~ programs to establishing a security commodity reserve 

m the 
and to enhance :faxm/oargaining poirer for fxmtzm:x farmers. 

!~eii air safety measures. 

11easures to stem .X:'l:'t rising ~ medical costs. 

Progra~s to strengthen and finance our antipollution efforts. 

An Educational Opportunities Act to establish that ability 

not privilege shall determine who gets to coll~ge. 

Enactment of pending civil rights legislation. 

Programs to strengthen the dollar in international monetary 

markets and to strengthen the international monetary system. 

An income tax increase ~unounting to about one cent out r::f e'v 
~ each individual income dollar .. 

That is the record 1.;e have established,. That is the record o~ w:!lat we 

are striving to achieve and that is the record that will carr-f us to 

victory next 1~ovember . 

If we are united behind the platform of the Democratic party. Ir vre 

I are united behind tha creative and determined leadership of President Jdhnsono 

And if we carry the message of th~s Administratio~ 1 s record to the American 

L 
loJ• 

Ot.J J 
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We know vrhat must be done. 1rJe knovr hmr it must be done. Now let's 

go out and do the job. 

',, 
l).'J I 
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