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This is a peace conference. 

We are here today to talk about food -- the key to peace, 

to security and development. •. at home and abroad ..• for 

every nation. 

For in a world where the majority of men sti II lead a 

hand to mouth existence ••• where hunger and malnutrition 

sti II destroy mental and physical powers •.. where war, 

pestilence, and famine sti II ride hand in hand •.• there can 
MO~~~~t,._ 

be ~ real security ~full development for any of us. 
I. 
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f..2ur generation has already known better than any 

other the prophecy of Isaiah: uAnd it shall come to pass, 

that when they shall be hungry they shall fret themselves, 

and curse their king and their God." 
-. 

L And it is not difficult to imagine a nightmare 

world in the future in which Thomas Malthus' terrible 

prophecies wi II come true. 

J-. What is sometimes difficu It to remember, however, 
l.t c:. 

amidst all the grim statistics, is that the Malthusian trap ----
is not inescapable. 

/ It i~ within our power to throw back the jaws 

of that trap .• . to make decent n utritiol) like sun and ai 1 
the birthright of every human being. 

L We must constantly remind ourselves that p~mitive 
technology -- not inadequate food growing potential -- is --:::=. -

responsible for starvation yields in many countries today. 
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L Add a little.· terti lizer, a little water, some improved 

seed, the tools and techniques of modern agriculture to 

the dust of those fields, and output inc~es rad~ly. f 
L We must remember also that self-help efforts in 

countries like India, Pakistan and Taiwan, in Latin America -
and Africa, are beginning to pay off.. 

/ We now expect that the world wi II produce more foodgrai ns 

this crop year than ever before in man •s hi story -- not 

only because of good luck or good weather, but because 

of solid, tangible progress in agriculture. J - . 
~~ There is progress in family planning, too, even though 

the rewards of that progress -- a significant downturn in 

the world birth -rate -- may yet be a decade or more away. 

The amount of resources now devoted to population planning .•. 

the knowledge of contraceptive methods ... and public acceptance 

is at an a 11-ti me high.. Today our foreign assistance investment 

· family planning is 17 times what it was five years ago. 
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~ 
fliial;., we must constantly remind ourselves that 

it is not destiny •.. not any tragic inevitability in the human .... 

condition •.• but people like us all around the world who 

wi II decide whether children born this year grow up strong 

and healthy -- or sick and hopel~s .. 

/. Yes, there is reason to hope -- and because of it, 

more reason than ever for concerted, decisive action • ... 
/ What weapons are now at hand for our war on hunger? 

Food. We, and the other developed nations capable 

of producing food beyond our own domestic and commercial 

export needs, have an invaluable resource -- a resource 

which can buy ti w,e while developing countries struggle to -
their own feet agriculturally. 

L But f22,d can be much more than a stop-gap palliative -
for famine. 

( In most developing economies it can be invested, 

just like money, in capital improvements which in turn 
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increase agricu It ural self-sufficiency. 

LJust three months ago, I visited a successful 

U.S. sponsored food-for~work project at Demak, Indonesia, 

w~ere irrigation ~were being cleaned and restored. -
to use. - j Some 450 thousand tons of American food were invested 

in that kind of project last year a lone •• 

/ And food is the equivalent of hard cash for development 

spending in countries where foreign exchange must 

ordinarily be spent for food imports. 

LOur present Food for Freedom tMia.NWn 

specifically to serve those developmental objectives. It 

enables us to do much more than simply release accidental 

surpluses when the famine signal goes up.! - -
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~ We can now produce whatever is required to meet 

developmental needs/ over and above the demands of our 

commercial market. However, we must be sure that in the 

process we provide a fair return to our own producers• "*' 
a 

wu£om '1m 771 !be "'QE'd awe 30 rn~c:h. 

L. But the war on hunger is not an exclusively 

American challenge. It is a challenge shared by all mankind .•• 

and all wi II suffer if it is not successfully met. 

/.... We have therefore begun to work with the other 

developed nations to establish a systematic i nternationa I food 

aid program. 

L That is the purpose of the Food Aid provisions which 

were part of the Kennedy Round negotiation and which are now 

before the Senate for ratification. 

The Food Aid Convention calls for 4.5 million tons 

of grain to be supplied by the developed nations each year --
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of which I. 9 mi Ilion would come from the United States. 

The major share would be provided by other developed 

nations in grain or cash equivalent, thus increasing 

commercial demand• We hope to expand those _quantities 

in the future. 

j The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a 

~Agreement designed to assure farmers in all 

participating nations better prices for grain sold on the 

international market -- prices substantially higher than that 

specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreement. 

/ The concept of an international food aid compact was 

at first misunderstood !n some developed countries --

particularly those which have food deficits themselves and 

therefore felt they had nothing to contribute. 
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During my visit to Europe last spring I made every 

effort to impress upon the heads of state with whom I met 

that!!!_ developed nations not only had an obligation to give 

what they could -- if not food, then money -- but that such 

assistance would a I so serve to expand and stabilize world markets. 

I am proud to say we had some success. 

Ratification of the Food Aid Convention wi II be only a 

beginning -- but a good beginning --in setting a pattern for 

the tutu re. 

It is a basis from which international cooperation in 

the war on hunger can be expanded, not only for the benefit 

of the developing nations but as a means of providing new 
- 0 

markets and more price protection to farmers everywhere. 

L.ihe 0. E. C. D. has considered additional l!llths toward 

international copperation in the war on hunger, as have the 

members of UNCTAD. 
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We look forward to the time in the future when all 

developed nations -- without regard for ideology -- wi II 

join with all developing nations as full participants in similar 

food aid and technology programs. 

The time is here for a world without politics when 

it comes to hunger. 

So international cooperation is a second important tool. 

K Next comes technology. 

L A very few years ago we thought most farmers in the 

developing nations were hopelessly o•••r .,. bound to the 

techniques their forefathers had used for literally thousands 

of years. 

L Today, many of those same farmers have created an ., 

insatiable demand for terti lizer and improved seeds that has 

even caused black markets in agricultural inputs in some 

. countries. 
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~ Farmers from Turkey t~ India this year harvested 

mi I lions of acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed 

by the Rockefeller Foundation -- a scant 3 years after 

its introduction. 

L. ~proved rice varieties developed at the International 

Rice Research Institute in the Philippines are now being 

adapted for use in over 20 major rice producing countries and 
• 

promise to triple or quadruple yields.0 

~ We can expect our laboratories and ex~erimental farms 

to offer more technological progress in the future, But the 

rea I challenge before us today is to get the benefits of what we 

already know into the hands of the farmers and the mouths 

of their children. 

L..rhat means extension work. 

[u means adapting our past discoveries to the needs 

of J111f i nte n si ve ag ri culture. 
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~It means localized rural radio stations and 

inexpensive transistor radios to carry the news of improved -
techniques. • A - > ......... «~ 

L!._t means ~uate~ i n~xpensive credit, easily obtai ned.,. 

(It means incentive returns to the farmer to break 

the cycle of toi I and poverty that is the essence of 

agricultural backwardness • ..,.. 
"'-Now, let me say a word about the private sector. 

as a weapon in the war on hunger. 

L Agriculture ,!;.• private enterprise in America. So 

is the production of terti lizer, pesticides, farm implements,. A So are our thriving farm cooperatives. 

i, Even the development and dissemination of new 

technology -- once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant 

colleges and our extension service -- is increasingly being taken 
4 

over by the private sector (Today fully half of all U.S. 

agri cu ltu ra I research is financed and conducted by private firms. 
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i Private promotional efforts deserve a lot of the 

credit for keeping American agriculture progressive and 

the envy of other nations. 

L.!.o when we talk about the agricultural resources 

America has to offer to the worl~ ... independent farmer_> · 
~ ...._... 
~e cooperatives, and ~ booming new agribusinesses must be 

counted as leading assets. 

/.__cooperatives and foundations, many of which are 

represented here today, have already provided significant 

technical assistance. 

/...Private industry has played the major role in 

exporting commodities sold under PL -480, and over 70 ---
charitable organizations have helped distribute Ameriean : · 

food abroad. 
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L Needless to say, agricultural development wi II mean 

economic development in general -- and a growing market _..._ ____ ... 
for commercial exports of food, farm equi;:e;t ~ / J 
agricultural chemicals. ( l:./.'f• ;;" I>= 1 

• 

American farmers today invest roughly 42 dollars 

per acre in production supplies from the non -farm sector 

each year,.J Japanese farmers spend more than that for 

c~ emi ca Is a lon e./.:a rmers in a II developing nations wi II soon 

begbn to rely much more heavily on the products of 

agribusiness. 

" I think the American free enterprise system can 

tap that market -- and help feed millions in the process. 

/... Finally, let me mention the most critical need of 

all -- self-help on the part of the developing nations. 

}.. Some of them are a I ready doing we II. 
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4..,ut as Gearge Woods. President of the World Bank, 

said in New Delhi a week ago, many sti II fai I to grasp the 

terrible urgency of their situation. l.._A':/'t.<; .,.__ Alllk.f....l~ 
L There is much more to do in all aspects of economic 

development -- in agriculture and family planning, in land reform, 

in industria I development and export promotion, in management 

doctrine that make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad 

development policy. 

6ne of the most inhibiting of these is the outdated 

today a new breed of capitalists -- domesticated capitalists, 

if you like -- are ready to offer not exploitation but jobs, 

management, production of exportable goods, and progress. 
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Lrhere is, of course, more to national development than 

progress in agri culture -- as criti ca I as that progress is. 

There must be education -- to emancipate the mind 

and release the human potential of every human being. 

There must be health care -- to protect and preserve 

the vitality of our God-given human resources. 

Without those three necessities of human development, 

all the shiny factories and new roads, the banks and bicycles 

that are the usual symbols of economic development become 

little more than vainglorious monuments. 

This is a time when the world 1s intentions for 

its future are being sorely tested ... on the battlefield ..• 

in quiet Foreign Office corridors ..• in our souls. 

Nowhere is that test greater than on the dusty plots 

and in the humble vi II ages on the front lines of the war on 

hunger. 
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We know the dimensions of the battle. 

We have the weapons to fight it. 

But do we -- and all others who are comfortable 

and prosperous -- have the wi II to make a small sacrifice 

today for a peacefu I tomorrow? 

Sometimes I fear that Gunnar Myrdal is right --

that we live on, "attending to the business of the day without 

giving much thought to the unthinkables ahead of us." 

There is a bi II before the United States Congress 

today to extend a PL -480 program which is surely one of 

the most enlightened documents in the bleak annals of 

i nternationa I relations. 

L We must pass it. 

There is also the PresidenPs request for a foreiin 

aid authorizatio~ Fully one half of the development aid in 

that request wi II be devoted specifically to war on hunger. 
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We must pass it. 

We have the chance to be remembered in hi story as 

the generation that finally decided to make its commitment 

to security and development for all mankind -- and to 

make an adequate diet the right of every child. 

# # # 
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ADDRESS BY 
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WAR ON HUNGER* 
WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
FEBRUARY 20, 1968 

This is the sort o! Conference the world longs for. 

This is a peace conference and I want you to feEl, act,. live, 

and talk in that spirit. 

If I were to select a text for this eonfereJlce. it would be one I have 

used a hundred times, but its use in no way destroys its newness or ite 

profundity. That great peasant priest and beloved spiritual leader, 

Pop~ John xxm ... said, "Where there is constant want. there is no 

peace. t' 

In a world whe-re the majority of men still lead a hand-to-mouth 

e¥istence, where hunger and malnutl'ition still destroy mental and 

phyeical powers, where war, pestilence, and famine still ride hand-in-

hand, there .can be no peace. Nol." can there be real security or full 

development for any of us. 

Moreover, I believe with all sincerity that national development 

and national security are one and inseparable. It is a message we 

must learn. Security is essential if there is to be development. And 

there is no security without development. They go hand-in-hand. 

*CaUed by the Committee on the World Food Criais, Inc. 
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No matter how many good works we may perform, if there 

is violence and lawlessness, there is no development. No matter 

how much you may suppress the violence, if there ia no development 

there is no peace. So "'e have a big task before ua. 

Our generation bu already known bettel' than any otheJ.O the 

prophecy bf Iaaiah: "And it shall come to paaa, that when they 

shall be hungry they aba.ll fret themselves, and cur•e their king 

and their God." 

Gh&n.di once said: uTo the hungry man food is God. 11 The 

.RollJAl)a said: "Where there is h\lllger there is no reason. " . 

Where there it want aad deprivation, there ia reatleaeneaa and 

hopele.8aneaa, frustration and Violence. 

It ia not difficult to imAgine a. nightmare world in which 

Thomas Malthus'a terrible propheciea will come true. 

I remember wheA as etudentt we uaed to diacuea the Malthusian 

theoJ:y. We sort of laughed at it. Today we take lt very serioualy. 

What is sometimes difficult to remembe~, however, amid 

aU the grim atatiatics, is that the Malthusian trap is not inescapable. 

It is within our power to throw back the jaw• o! that trap ..• to 

make decent lllltritio~. Uke BUll and air, the birthright of every 

human being. 



e rxm•t constantly remind our•elvea that primitive technology-

not inadequate .food growing potential- ·ie respoueible for s.tarvatioo. 

yielda in l'n&Dy cOUD.tries today .. 

If you add a Uttle fertilize!',. a little water. im.proved •eed•··the 

oola and teelmiqu.ea of model'n agrlculture--to the dut o! thoae 

fielda--cwen the barr 11 deaert-·output tilcreases rapidly. 

We know what to do. and e. have the mea.ne to do it. It is all 

the more re son that we will n&ve!' be forgiven if we .fail to do it. 

We mv.at remember alao that elf-help efforts in countries 

Uke India, Pakistan, and Taiwan., ill Latlii America ud Africa. are 

begirmJag to pay oif. 

We now ex~t that t'b:EI world will produce more foodgraih this 

crop year than ever before in IXJ&n'a histery--not olily because of 

good luck or good weather, but because of solld. tangible progresa 

in agricultUl'e to which you and maAy mo-re like you hav.e contributed. 

And theR la progreas, too. in family planning~ even though the 

rewards of tbat progress--a aipificaat downturn l.n the WOl'ld 

birthrate--may yet be a. decade or more away. The :a.m.owu of 

re•ources no · devoted to population plaiming ••• the knowledge of 

contraceptive methods .•• ad pubUc aecept~U~ce is at an. all time 

high. Today our own foreign a•eb~ mvestment in family 

plarmiog is 17 ttmea wbat it wa five year• a.go. 
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There have been hungry people for centuries, and there have 

been poor people for centuries. But only in this decade--only in 

this decade--have this great America of ours and other nations 

decided to declare war on these ancient enemies of mankind. 

Many people are going to say we've not done enough. But I say 

the fact that you've ma.de the decision to do something about these 

great trials and burdens of mankind is in itself a victory. Until 

one has decided what to do and expressed a willingness to do it, 

there is no hope for victory. 

~forefathers, in their struggle for our independence, had to 

decide first of all that they were going to win--that it was worth 

the sacrifice. And they said: "We pledge ourlives, our fortunes, 

and our sacred honor." They pledged everything. They made the 

decision, and then seven years later, with the help of the French 

.and others--and with technical assistance from the more developed 

countries--we finally gained our independence. In the mean.time, 

the capital in the United States had been shifted eleven times. 

Soldiers had deserted by the thousands. Tories had gone to other 

lands and the country was sorely divided. 

So if you sometimes feel a little hopeless today, just remember 

how we got •tarted. I low to talk about this, because I used to teach 

this course. I am sort of refreshing myself just in case I have to 

do it again. 
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I am alwayJ intrigued by theee Johnny-come-lately Constitutional 

expert• who forget to read the hie tory of our country. That great 

C onatitutiOD whlcb. pledges free epeec:h aDd free press was never 

cooc:eived with either. There wa• no free pre••· Noboey ever 

looked in. They <: la.ecl the door a. They locked in the members. 

They even aeaigned tWo people to watch Benjamb:l Frank.li.D- -when 

he got in hi8 cupe, he talked a Uttle too much. And not a •ingle 

per•on who went there waa ever elected. They were appointed. ud 

they didD't go to Philadelphia to write a new CoaUtution. They went 

there under false preten•ea. They aaid they were going to reviee 

the Article• of Confederation. 

If aa.ybody bad known what they were going to do, they would never 

had let them meet. A ltlmdred were invited, SS came, 39 stayed, aod 

38 aigned. We didn1t do too well •tarting out. 

Thia t. the bletory leeeoo for the mornlilg. I mention it because 

eo many Americana tbieae days to prove they are very, very learned 

go ar~ looking a• if they are lA pain. A learned man ought to be 

a positive man. A peraon who baa a knowledge of our country and 

our culture ought to be filled with at leaet prudent optimism. We 

c:aa do what we have to do. .Aud that'• what we need in this coUDtry 

today. a little le•a wrlD.ging of the banda and a Uttle more aearchiDg 

of the •out. e•u be &ble t.o do the tbinga !or our citie8. !or our 

people. for our defelde, fo~ our aec:urity that .oeed to be done. e 
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have th meana to do it. That's hat Hubert H. Humphrey 

thinks. A d I have good reaeoa to be Ueve it. 

hat we pone are now at haAd for our war on hunger? 

The first is food. e, and the other developed nations capable 

of produciAg food beyODd their OWD dome tic ud commercial export 

needs, have an invaluable resource--a resource hichc:an buy time 

while developing countries struggle to their own feet in agriculture. 

That's what OUl" food abuada~~ee ie for. 

but e can buy time. 

e can't feed th orld alo..De 

The next queetion ie: hat do we do with the time e buy? 

Time i neutral, what you do with time determine• whether it 

become• a Uabillty or an asset. 

Food can be much more than a etop-gap palliative for famiae. 

In moat developing economies it c:aa be inveeted, just Uke ,JD.oney, 

in c:apitallmprovements hich in turn incr ase agricultural eelf

sufficiency. 

Just three moaths ago, I had an experience I'll long remember. 

I visited a eueceaafu.l United States epouored food-for-work project 

in Demak, Indonesia, here irrigati011 ditches and tanka were being 

cleaned and reetored to full uae by peraoae ho ha been unemployed. 

Some 450 thou.aand tone of American food ere--invested in thie kind of 

food and ork project laat year alone. 
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FoOd is the equiv leot of bard caah for development spending 

in countde.a where foreign exchange must ordinarily be spent for 

food import•. Every one of you in this room knows thl8-. We oeed 

to tell the American people. we need to tell ourselves of the value 

of this God-given commodity called food. It isn't just a palliative 

for famine. Food ia a currency in its own. right. Food 1a hard cash 

in a capital-starved economy .. Spl"ead this word. Get your Congressme~ 

your economists, your media thinking more about it. 

OUr preaent Food for Freedom program is designed especially 

to serve these developmental objective a. It ena.bles us to do much 

more than simply release accidental surplusee when the famine signal 

goes up. How good it ia that we have finally arrived at a point of 

national .maturity where we look upon food aa something to be und 

helpfully. contihuouely, constructively, rather than depending on 

the accident of sur lusee to feed and to help other people. THa 1& 

the func:lameiltal char.l.ge in the legalation that pa••ed here jlat a few 

yean ago. 

We can now procluee whatever is required to meet developmental 

needs, over a.ttd above the demands of our commercial market. 

However, we mu•t be sure that ln the proc••• we provide a fair return 

to au own producer • And let me say this. You do not aak a mlUritiOAa 

com.pa.ay to prOd.uce one bomb without a profit. You do not a1k one 

air craft co111p&D.y to pttoduce one au~raonlc plane without a profit. 



Why do y~ aJtk American farmers to do it? They a-re entitled 

to the aame fair :return on their inve•tment .ae. anyolle else. .And I 

know the argument--that this b the way it bas alway• been. That waa 

the a:rgum.ent for child labor. 

The .An1erican flt.~mer is entltled to aak a pdce for hi• commodity 

jut like any\ody else. General Motor• dia't get big by havmg 

customers cmne &Toua-d and aay. u We'll give you ao mueh for your 

Che~olet. 11 They have a price tag on it. That's the way Humphrey1s 

drugatore kept opeaJ too. I might add. 

But Ml'. Farmer? He l4 the fellow you ju.at offer aomethiag to-! That d 

doeaa•t go over with the Trade Union Movement. The Tl'ad.e Unio.u 

Movement sa.y•t 11we will negotiate thla contract. we'll bargatn it 

out with you. " 1 think ouz fa.rm ft-te!MU are begilming to catch on,. 

and aomebody l& gaing to find out that they kaow how to aak for a fair 

price. too. ~ wun•t in thi• text that 1 have here, but 1 never fail 

to •ay it. 

The wa:r on hunger 18 not., however. u exc:lu.ively Amerle&~~ 

ehalleqe. It lea c.haUeuge sha~ed by all mankind. ••• and all maakiad 

wt.ll suffer if it if not $uecdafully met. 

We have, therefore, begun tQwGrk with other developed nation• 

to eatabUah a •v•tematic international food aid prttgram. 

Thia lathe purpoae of the flood Aid provieion• of the Kennedy 

Round negotiation on trade. The Food Ald. Convention call• for 



4. 5 milUon ton. 8Upply of grain to be aupplied by the develo~d 

.nationa each year·-of which 1. 9 milllon would come from the United 

State•. The major ahare would be provided by other d4!tveloped nations 

b1 grain or cuh equiv•lent. tbua increasiDg cornme rclal demand. 

e hope to expand these quantities in the future. 

The fiood Aid Convelltion is accompanied by a wheat tzad.e 

agreement designed to aaeu.re farmer&- in all participating .aatiou

bettez p:rlee• for gram aold on the illternational :market·-pricea 

a~t&Dtially higher than 8p!eified in the l96Z. Wheat Agreemeat. 

The c:onc:ept of an interD&tiona.l food atd -compact waa at flrat 

mia'uaderatood in aome of the developed c:ountriea--particv.larly 

tboae whleh have food defit:lta tbemselvea and therefore felt they 

b&d nothing to contribute. 

I took. up thiJJ tnatter on my via it to Europe in March aad A prU~ 

I ma.de an effort lD eO\Ultry a!ter cOUAtry to lmprea• upoa the hea.dtl 

of atate that all developed D&ticma not only had an obUgation tO give 

what they could-·i! not food. then money--but that such •••i~~e 

would also serve to expand and etabillze world markets. 

I also apoke here to the D.A.C .• the Development Assistance 

Committee.,. about a year ago. Again 1 said that the problema of 

wo'!'ld hunger and food •horta.ge• were not &A Am.erieaa responeibili~ 

alone. Thia is a matter for the developed countri.e• to cooeentrate 

on ia cooperation Wt1t the developing eOUD.triea. This measage is 
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begi.rming to be heard. 

e've olll.y made a beginning--the 4. 5 million tons is a e.rnalt 

amount. But I am becoming c:euetomed to ta\ing short step even 

though my vision calla !or longer onee. U'• 4. 5 milUon tou more 

than we ever had before, and it is the beginning. 1 am protid to say 

we've had this much success. 

Ratification o! the Food Aid Convention will be only a begimdng--

but a good one. It ia setting a ~ttern fo-r the future. It ie a bam 

f:roJU which inte.:rn&tional cooperation in the war 011 hunger can he 

expa.nded, .not only for the benefit of the developing nations but as a 

rneana of providing ne markets and more price protection tofuomera 

everywhere. 

The 0. E. C. D. has c01181dered other paths towards intematiow 

coopes-ation ill the ron hunger. u have the members of UNCTAD. 

What I waat you to- do ia become, in a aenae, miaeb:mariea in this 

effort. We've had difficulty getting developed countdea to take their 

full t"e&ponaibiUty for thia war on hunger. I c&ll upon you to make thie 

a p%iorlty matter.. Mally of you travel--you meet with leader• of many 

countriee. We need dialogue. e need to build on thi• begia.ning. 

We look forward to the time wben all the developed natiou,. 1 

repeat aU-•without regard for ideology-- ill join with all developing -
uations a~ full partners i.Q similar food aid and technology programs. 
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The time ia here for a world without poUtlea when it eomea 

to hager. 

Oae thing 1 leana.ed a tong Urne ago in tbia country is that wh.eu 

you.•.re hungry, wheA you're broke. when you're c1own-and•out. it 

doean't make ao.y dlffere~~ee what your poUtlce are hea you go to 

the 'ballk. If y01.1•re poor. if you'ze white or blac:k, if you are 

uumployedj you &re iA trouble. then poUtiea ladet away. The same 

thizig ia tl"U hi the world today. Regardles& of ideology, those D&tions 

with technica.l kl\ow·how Ud capacity for food productiOil--the developed 

nationa--muat joln toge~r, and the developing nation• mut be brought 

bto concerted p1&nniog with them. 

Now let me say a few words about technology. 

A feVI yea.ra ago we thought most farmer• in the developing nations 

were hopeleHly b0U11d. to the technique• their forefathers had uaed for 

literally huud.reda and thou.a.nda of years. We k:riow dif!eremly now. 

Mally of tho•e aame farmerl have created an iDAtiable dem&!ld 

for fertilber and improved aeed• tbat has even caused black ID&.l'kets 

in agricultural iapub h::t. aome countriea. 

E;armers from Turkey to Indi& thi• yea.r barveated miWcms Of 

acres of high-yiald Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller 

FOUD.dat:ioat Fou.ndatiOl'l-.. •cant three year-a after it• i.DtrOductlOil. 

/ 



Improv d rice varieties develo~d a.t the Internatloaal Rice 

Reaeareh Ituttitute lln the PhlUppmea are now beiag &da.pted for ue 

in over ZO major dee prodw:inl countriea and promise to t"J"ipe o-r 

quadi'Uple yteld.JI .. 

We c:&ll expect our laboratories aa-d e~rimeAtal farms to of.fe% 

more technical propeae, but the real challenge before us ia to get 

the benefi.ts of what we already bow into the han~ of the fasrmere 

d into the moutha of their children. Th.i& mean• ecbacatioll and 

extenaion work. And by the way, we have done it all here. 

mean• aciapting our pas.t discoveries to the needs of l&bor 

intenaive agricuUure. 

n ~ t~Uzed r&dio- -rlU'al radio •tatJ.on• and inexpenaiv.e 

transietor ra.dloa to carry the news of bnproved techniques .. 

It mean. incentive returns to the farmer to break the .eyele pi 

toil and pov rty that ia the essence of agricultural backwardlieaa. 

I just carne baek &om a visit to .A!dca. aad every place I went · 

I found Afrleu leaders taUdng about how they eu ':mprove their 

a.poiculture. Three things they were moat co.ncerned about ~re -edueatioD., 

the improvement ·of agricultural technology, and health. Those au 

the three pil1a¥"a of aay auccea•ful foreign, ueiatuce program. 

One of our problema in thie for&ign aid bUaine•• 1s tla t we ue 

toO •ophiaticated. lt dawned on me rtkularly tn Afrlea. A man 
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tber$ aid to me: "Mr. Vice President, w-e jut need a two-year 

college ill thts ~Olnby. We don't n-eed a Harvard, a MiT. or an 

Oxford. We oeed a tWo-year college. e have but oae secondary 

•chool in the whole cowury. 11 And he aaid. nOne of the real problem. 

we face ia that the developed countries are so developed they dOil't 

UDderatand what we are talking about. ' 1 

And 1 said, I think I understand. My mother waa a school 

teaehel'. She had a tenth grade education and she waa a better school 

teache-r thab some o.f the Ph. D. • • I bave run into. She Imew what 

she was doing. She had a love of chikiren. ai1d ahe bad enough 

informatiOA for the aeede of that time. 

I can remember old Dr,. Chdateuon out a.t the University of 

Milu'lea~ who uaed to pUt on three w k or aix week or three 

month abort course a to teach OUl' farmer• how to farm bette:r:. 

He did not a k them to come to th.e Univer•ity for aeveo year•. They 

didn't have the time. He w.a• lucky if he eoulcl get them for tb.J-ee weeks. 

But I'll tell y~. he made good fanners of them. 

And a. a boy. I remember the county extension service. There 

w revery few who had master'• degreea, aad 1£ there waa one, he 

never got up ou..r way.. They muat have kept him down here fe 

exhibttiOJl purpoaea at the Smithaonian. The people we bad aa county 

estenaion agent• had an eighth grade or tenth grade education. -But 
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My fellow Americana, we're a Uttle over educated for 

some of the needa of this world. They need the begianirlgs. I doa't 

'W&rlt to be illterpreted as bein& against advAnCed education. I simply 

say,. everything la ••aeon. You c&Dilot gi"e a tt year old boy the 

w~rk to do of a ZS or 30 year old man. People ha~ to lear11. They 

have to have the begbmlllge,. 

Agdculture ia pl'ivate eaterpri•e ill Amel'iea and in most 

places in the world. So is tb.e produetioA of fertiliser, pesticides~ aad 

farm implement•. So are our thriving farm cooperatives. 

U there ia one thing I am proud of a• a United States Senator 

it ie Title Vol. the Foreign Aid .Act,. That title compelled thia 

governmeJlt• -at tong laet-·to do •ometbillg about the promotion o! 

farm ·COOperatives 'in the developing count"!'lea of tlte world. I had a 

State Department wltneta before our eommlUee and 1 told him, "We're 

not going tore" on fOUl" good intentions any longeT'.. My father told 

me ther wae a pl&ee paved with good tntentioaa. We are going to see 

it ie doDe by law. We are going to set up credit Wliona. farm 

~ooperatives. and saving• and loan a •ociatt.ou. e are going to get 

people to help theme.elvea. 11 When a farmer own• hi• own piece of land 

and can cooperate with other• ill produetioA and distribution and credit 

faciUties .. he U a free e.nterpriaer. We have been making some 

prog:reea .. 
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.. " .. 

The development aud dissemination of new technology--once 

the exclueive preserve of our Land Grant Colleges and Exteuion 

Service• ·1• increaalngly becoming part of the pdva.te sector. Today 

fully half of all agricultural research is fi.ILa.nced and cau.ducted. by 

private firma. 

ADd let me put my plea in now for the partner•hip concept. 

The Vice PresideAt cloeaa't have much autbOl!'ity but he can be a 

spokesman. Thla is an ofilce filled with respOAaibility and no power. 

that I know. But ODe thing I do know ia this: U we are going to do 

anything m this country, we are going to have to learn to wol"k together. 

And there baa. to be a desire in governmeo.t to work with the private 

sector 01 our economy. You cannot, Mr. Government, look upon a 

private buaineaBman as if he ls your competitor or enemy. He ie your 

partner. And Mr. Buaiacasman, fiN have to look upon your gover.oment 

Dot as your enemy but aa your partner. We have to work together. 

I know old antagoaiame do exist. 1 ran into one aituatioa in the 

Far East. I uktlii how we could ue Arre rican food to help one country 

' there, aad 1 polrlted out that a priv&te firm Ultcler TitleiN of the Food 

for Freedom .Aet could purebaae foOd on long-term «:%'edits. The food 

c-ould then be WJed not only for feeding hungry people but to develop 

distribution i&eilltiea. A goverume-nt man the.n .aid to me., t•Mr. Vice 

President. that mean• you expect me to work with a private buiDeaa 

lirm which ia going to make a profit. 11 I aaid. "Ye•, ia that UD•.American ?H 
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And he said, ttThat'S' the way we get in trouble. n 

11Welt, 11 I said, n you can afford to get in some trouble. 1 get in 

ple-Aty of it. It .won't hurt you a bit. And if you get in trouble under 

those terms. just remember the law direct& you to do it. n 

But there is relueta.Dc:e to do it. So I suggest that when you have 

program where the private sector ea.n work with govel'mnent, don1t 

take "no' 1 for an AD.awer. Get bwJy a.ncl eay I think it will work and then 

have •omebody examine the Jaw. 

Priv,a.te industry has played a majo-r role in our war on hultger. 

It bas played a lll&jor role in e:xportiilg commodities aold under Public 

Law 48.0. and over 70 charitable o"t"ganizations have helped dletrilmte 

Amerlean food abroau. What a blessing. Imagine if govermrum.t had 

to do it a.U. I've been a strong aupporter of voluntary agenciea in thia 

program. They hurmmize it. By the time you have filled out aU 

those goverJ~IneAt reports. any love of humanity is gone. YIN need 

to nave some of the hUlllaA touch. 

Needless to say, agricultural development can and will mean 

ec,OAomie development in gelleral and a growing market!~%' commel'cia.l 

exporta of fo'Od, farm equipment ud agricultural chemicals. We 

need more expona. Any program that ill stimulate export11 ia in our 

national intereat as well u in the worldwide intereat. 

Our .American farmers inveat rougbly $4Z per acre in produc:tion 

•uppll:ea from the nOJl ... farm aector eaeh year. Our Japanese fanner 

frienda, howtwer, •pend more than that for chemicale . atone. 
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Fa.rmere in all the developing .aatloas will soon begin to rely 

much more heavily on the products oi. agri-business. And agri·bluline85 

d farmer• and gover1U'I1(tnt have eve"thing iD com.mon. ~ou are not 

enemies; the President knows you are not, and the Vice Pre•ident knows 

you are n.ot. e need you and you need ue if we &l"e going to do thie job. 

I think the Amedc:an free enterpri•e system can tap thiJ great 

market--and help feed millions in the process. 

Fi.aally. let me mentio.n the most critical need of aU--seU-help 

on the pa#t of the developing natlou. 

Some of them are already domg very well. 

But as George o-oda, P!'ealdent of the - orld Bahlt, said in New 

Delhi. many still fail to graap the terr-ible urgeACy of the situation .. 

There i• much more to do iu all upecta of economic developmeat·• 

in agriculture. in family p't.&Jmi.n.g, in lu.d refol"lll. in mduatrial 

development. iD export promotion, 1D Jl'l&DAgement &Dd in ma,mteD&DCe 

of progress already achieved .. 

An encyclical came out a year ago. It -aaid. 11DevelOpn:J.ent 

ia the new Dame !or peace. " 1 be Ueve that. Just •• one of OUl' great 

Ameriean heroea said: 'Peaee, peaee, there ia uo peace. 11 I •ay, 

ttPeke. peace,. there ls n~ peace without development." And I say 

there is no deve\o ment without Meurity which makes peace possible. 

There bt more to do to ehake off the dogma a.nd doctrine that 

make good &nli-eolo.oial rhetoric: but bad development policy. One 
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of the most inhibiting of these is the outdated noti.i:n that foreign 

private invHtment means exploitation. 

In the colonial e-ra, that may have been true. But today ther~ 

is a new breed of capitalists--they have learned the hard way. I 

call them domesticated capitalists. They are -ready to offer not 

exploitation but investments, jobs, management, production of 

exportable goods, and progress. 

There is m.uc::h more to national development than progress in 

agriculture. 

There must be education--to emancipate the mind and release 

the human potential. 

There muat be health care--to protect and pre.aerve. the vitality of 

our God-given human resources. 

Without these three necessities of human development, all the 

shiny factories and new roads. all the banks and bicycles and the 

usual symbols of economic development, become little 113Dre than 

vainglorious moJIID'D8Ilte. The greatest re&Jource God gave us is 

the human re.aource. That is what you un.d to !irst. 

This is a time when the world's intentions are being so:r-ely 

tested, on the "*ttle field, in the quiet Foreign Office corridors, 

in our soule. 

Nowhere is this test greater than. on the dusty plots in the 

humble villages on the frQAt lines of the war on hunger. 
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'"e know the dimensions of this battle and we have the weapons 

to fight it. 

But do we ..... and all the othera who are comfortable and proapeZOU$•• 

have the will to make a small eacrifice today for a peaceful tomorrow? 

Sometimee I fear GUliD&r Myrda.l ia right- ... that we live on, ''!.ittendl.Ag 

to the buaiDeas of the day without giving much thought to the unthinkable 

ahead of ua. 11 

There ls a bill in the Coagrese of the United Statea today to extend 

Publlc Law 480, which ia aurety one of the mo.t ~.nllghtended docuinent1J 

in the bleak annals of international re lati • 

Help us p&al it. 

There ia also the P.reeidtiDt'a. req est for .a foreign aid authorization. 

Fully one-hal! of the development aid in that reque•t wilt be devoted 

speelfic:ally to the war on h ger. We need your help. 

We have the chance to be remembered in hiatory as the generation 

that finally decided to make its commitment to security and developmeat 

!or aU mankind. e have that eha.Dce.. Or we can gain for ourselves 

a. chapter in history as the generation that bad the opportunity for 

1 hope we tnake the right declsioJl. I think we will. 

Thank you very much. 
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"Ladies and Gentlemen, the Vice President of the United States. " 

Thank you very much,my dear and good friend, one of our truly great 

Americans, Herschel Newsom. 

It 1 s just an honor to be introduced by you, sir, and to be here in the 

presence of these fine delegates, that are concerned with a matter of very 

s e r i ous importance to all mankind. 

May I first just make a brief apology. This has been a very busy 

morning for us over at the White House and I tried to send a message here 

that, with a Cloture Vote coming l up in the Senate, Leadership Meeting in 

the White House, and two other conferences, our schedule just went by the 

board today, that 1 s all. But I guess it 1 s par for the course. 

Ladies and Gentlemen --- . 

This is the sort of Conference that the world longs for. 

This is a peace conference and I want you to feel, act, live, and talk 

in that spirit. If I were to select a tex t for this conference and my participa-

tion in it --- it would be one that I have used a hundred times but its use in 

no way destroys its newness o r its prGfundity: 

* Called by the Committee on the World Food Crisis, Inc. 
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That great peasant Priest, that beloved, spiritual leader, Pope 

John the 23rd, said, "Where there is constant want, there is no peace. " 

And there is constant want in many areas of the world today and what he 

was telling us in so many words was, that the building of peace is a tedious, 

hard, difficult, sacrificial task but absolutely urgent. 

Now I said this is a peace conference and we are here to talk 

about food -- the key to peace, to security and development ••• at home and 

abroad ••• for every nation. ' 

For a world where the majority of men still lead a hand-to-mouth 

existence ..• where hunger and malnutrition still destroy mental and physical 

powers ... where war, pestilence, and famine still ride hand-in-hand •.• there 

can be no peace, nor can there be real security 6r full development for any 

of us. 

I have said to you individually, some of you, and I believe with all sin

cerity that national development and national security are one and inseparable. 

It's a message which we aimply must learn. For those of us that are so de

voted to development because of what we believe are the ethical, the economic, 

the spiritual, and the political needs of development, may I also say that 

we would in a very real sense be guilty, be guilty of defrauding the people 

if we did not understand that security is also essential if there is to be 

development. And by the same token there isn't any security without 

development. They go hand-in-hand. And this is a lesson that we must learn. 
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No matter how many good works we may perform, if there is violence, 

lawlessness, rioting, aggression, subversion, there is no development. 

It adds up in futility. But no matter how much you may suppress the violence 

and the aggression and the subversion, if there is a failure to have develop

ment there is no peace. So we have a big task before us but we heed to get 

our thinking straight first of all. 

Now our generation has already known better than any other the prophecy 

of Isaiah, and you know his words= ''And it shall come to pass, that when 

they shall be hungry they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and 

their God. " 

Many others have said it in similar language. Ghandhi once said: 

"To the hungry man food is God" .•• and the Romans said, "Where there 

is hunger there is no reason" ••• and I believe that without all of those pro

found statements, we just plain know, that where there is want and depriva

tion, there is restlessness and hopelessness, frustration and even violence 

itself. 

It's not at all difficult to imagine a nightmare world in the future in 

which Thomas Malthus' terrible prophecies will come true. 

I remember as a student when we used to think of the Malthusian 

theory, we just sort of laughed at it. There are others today who take it 

more seriously. 

What is sometimes difficult to remember, however, is that amid 

all the grim statistics, is that the Malthusian trap is not inescapable. 
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It is and I repeat, it is within our power to throw back the jaws of 

that trap ••• to make decent nutrition, like the sun and the air, the birthright 

of every human being. And we might add it as to one of the rights of man, 

the right to food. Surely he has that right. 

We must constantly remind ourselves that primitive technology -

not inadequate food growing potential -- is responsible for starvation yields 

in many countries today. 

We know that if you add a little fertilizer, a little water, some improved 

seEds, the tools and techniques of modern agriculture to the dust of those 

fields even the barren desert, output increases rapidly and radically. 

So we know what to do and something else we have the means to do 

it. All the more reason that we will never be forgiven if we fail to do it. 

We must remember also that self-helpefforts in countries like India, 

Pakistan , Taiwan, in Latin America and Africa and others, are beginning 

to pay off. 

We now expect that the world will produce more foodgrains this crop 

year than ever before in man1s history -- not only because of the good luck 

of good weather, but because of solid, tangible progress in agriculture to 

which you in this room and many more like you have contributed. 

And there is progress too, in family planning, even though the rewards 

of that progress -- is significant downturn in the world birth-rate --may yet 

be a decade or more away. The amount of resources now devoted to population 

planning ••• the knowledge of contraceptive methods ••• and public acceptance 
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is at an all-time high. Today our own foreign assistance investment in 

family planning is 17 times what it was five years ago. 

And we must constantly remind ourselves that it is not destiny 

not any tragic inevitability in the human condition ••. but people like us all 

around the world who will decide whether children born this year grow up 

strong and healthy-- orquick or sick or hopeless. It's in our hands. 

I am constantly reminded of what the President said in the State of 

the Union address about our country. We have no lack of capacity in this 

country, we have no lack of ability, we have no lack of know-how, the only 

question is do we have the will, do we have the purpose. I am one of the 

few optimists, you know, left in Washington. They fade away each time 

there is a little more difficulty. But I happen to believe that the history 

of our country is on my side, or should I say that I think I am on the side 

of the history of our country. We can do anything we want to do literal!y, 

if we are willing to put ourselves to the task. Am the problem that we have 

is not resources, not know-how, but it's the marshaling of the resources 

and the will to use them, and the agreement upon objectives. So you see, 

there is reason to hope and because of it more reason than ever for con

certed decisive action. 

Now what weapons are now at hand for this war on h1unger? 

I might add first of all that, the fact that we know that we can wage 

a war on hunger, is within itself a very constructive, positive, hopeful 

matter. The fact that in this country of ours, we've declared war on poverty 

is within itself, I think a revelation of the moral purpose of this nation. 



-6-

And I might add that there have been hungry people for centuries, and there.'ve 

been poor people for centuries, but only in this decade and I repeat only in 

this decade has this great America of ours and others decided to declare 

war on these ancient enemies of mankind. Now many people are going to 

say that we 1ve not done nearly enough but I say that the fact that youi1Ve 

made the decision to do something about these matters ••• these great t-rials 

and burdens of mankind, the fact that we have made the decision is within 

itself a victory. Until one has decided what to do and expressed a willing

ness to do it, there is no hope for any victory. I know that our forefathers 

in the struggle for our independence had to make a decision first of all that 

they were going to win it, and that it was worth the sacrifice, and they said 

that we pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. They pledged 

the whole works, everything. They made the decision and then seven years 

later and I remind you seven years later, with the help of the French and of m a ny 

others and lots of foreign aid with technical assistance from the more 

developed countries at the time, w ith a lot of good luck and even with troubles 

in Britian we finally gained our independence. In the meantime, the capitol 

in the United States had been shifted eleven times, soldiers had deserted 

by the thousands, torries had gone to other lands and the country was sorely 

divided, so if you are a little hopeless ~ today, just remember how we got 

started. I would remind you of that. And I might even tell you, I love to talk 

about this, because I used to teach this course, I am sort of refreshing my

self just in case I have to do it again. I am always intrigued by these 
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11 Johnny-come-lately constitutional experts, 11 they forgot to read the 

history of our country, you know, that great Constitution which pledges- -

free speech and free press was never conceived with either. There was 

no, no free press, nobody every looked in. They closed the doors, they 

locked in the members, they even assigned two people to Benjamin 

Franklin -- when he got in his cups, he talked a little too much -- just 

remember that. And not a single person that went there was ever elected. 

They were appointed, and they didn 1t go to Philadelphia to write a new 

Constitution, they went there under false pretenses. They said there were 

going to revise the Articles of Confederation. If anybody had known what 

they were going to do, they would never had let them meet. It 1 s a fact. A 

hundred were invited, fifty-five came, thirty-nine stayed, and thirty-eight 

signed. We didn 1t do too well you know, to start out. I just threw this one 

in to give you your history lesson for the morning. I mentioned this because 

so many Americanss these days are always going around to prove that they 

are very, very learned by looking in pain. A learned man ought to be 

a positive man. A person that has a knowledge of our country and some 

understanding of our culture ought to be filled with at least prudent optimism. 

We can do what we need to do. And that 1 s what we need in this country today ••• 

a little less wringing of the hands and a little more searching of the soul. 

And we 1ll be able to do the things for our cities, for our peopTI.e, for our 

defense, for our security that needs to be done. We have the means to do 

it. That 1 s what Hubert H. Humphrey thinks. And I have good reason to 

believe it. 
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Well I said, now what are these weapons on this war on hunger. 

Well the first weapon we have, is the one we need, that's food. We, 

and the other developed nations capable of producing food beyond our own 

domestic and commercial export needs, have an invaluable resource a 

resource which can buy time .•• while developing countries struggle to 

their own feet, agriculturally. 

That's what our food abundance is for. 

We can't fee the world,alone, but we can buy time. The next 

question is what do we do with the time we buy? Time is neutral, it only 

depends what you do with time as to whether it comes a liability or an 

as set. But food can be much more than a stop- gap palliativ e for famine. 

In most developing economies it can be invested, just like money, 

in capital improvements which in turn increase agricultural self- sufficiency. 

If there was as much concern in this world about the food standard as there 

is about the gold standard, I think we'd be well on the way of winning 

this war on hunger. And let me tell you there are more people that need 

food today than need gold. Both, I want to go on record for, are very 

vital. One has to be awfully careful these days what he says, becaacse there 

are people just waiting in their bleachers, you know, and then decides, did he 

make a little mistake there, can we catch him, this game of hide-and- go- seek 

and it gets a little more so each month this year of 1968. So let me make 

it crystal clear before we move any further that I am for both food and gold. 

Now just three months ago, just three months ago, I had an experience 

I'll long remember, I visited a successful United States sponsored food-for

work project in Demak, Indones ia, where irrigation ditches, irrigation tanks 
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were being cleaned and restored to full use by persons who had been 

unemployed; many of them very yo"®ng and their pay was in food, and 

by the way it was in corn meal. We often think of Indonesia primarily as 

just being rice eating people, not at all, they will eat Bolgar wheat, they 

will eat corn meal, they will eat rice, they desperately need vegetable 

oils and I am happy to tell you that your country is keeping its shipments 

of food on schedule ••• in this vital part of the world. In fact, the food that 

is going here now may be the difference between the success and failure 

of those valiant people who are trying to cleanse themselves from the infil

tration, of years past, of a foreign ideology and now trying to reestablish 

their own right as a free people with a spirit of nationalism encompassed 

in a concept of international cooperation. 

Some 450 thousand tons of American food were invested in this 

food and work project last year alone. 

And food is the equivalent of hard cash for development spending 

in countries where foreign exchange must ordinarily be spent for food 

imports. Everyone of you in this room know this and I sometimes almost 

feel embarrassed to even say it to you, The reason I am saying it is because 

I am an old teacher and I find that in this noisy sociepy ·unless you 

keep repeating s ome truths, people continue to hear nothing hylltt the $tatic. I also 

find out that all too often people are slow learners and education is some-

what involved in repetition andoccasionally it comes through osmosis. So . 

we need to tell the American people, we need to tell ourselves the value 



-10-

of this God- given commodity called food. It isn't just a matter of a palliative 

for famine. Food is a currency in its own right. Food is like hard cash in 

a capital- starved economy. Spread this word, get your Congressmen thinking 

more about it, get your economists thinking more about it, get your media 

thinking more about it. I saw the other day where a fellow said a newspaper is 

but a moving library with high blood pres sure. And I think that's true, it's 

constantly filled with new headlines. Get our press, and our TV, and our radio, 

talking the facts of this great blessing of American technology in agriculture, 

the confidence of agribusiness and the importance of our farm producers and 

the importance of food. Not just food to feed the hungry but food to build for 

peace. 

Now our present Food for Freedom program is designed especially 

to serve these developmental objectives. It enables us to do much more than 

simply release accidental surpluses when the famine signal goes up. How 

good it is that we have finally arrived at a point of national maturity where 

we look upon food as something to be used helpfully, continuously, con

structively, rather than depending on the accident of surpluses to feed and 

to help other people. This is the fundamental change in the legislation that 

took place here just a few years ago, two years ago I believe, Herschel. 

We can now produce whatever is required to meet developmental 

needs, over and above the demands of our commercial market. However, 

we must be sure that in the process we provide a fair return to our own 

producers. And let me get my licks in right now. You do not ask 
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a single munitions company to produce one bomb without a profit. You do 

not ask one aircraft company to produce one of these supersonic planes 

without a profit. Why do you ask farmers to do it? They're entitled to the 

same kind of aair return on investment that anyone else is. And I know what 

the argument is. I know what the argument is. The argument is well, this is the 
was 

way it is always been. That/the argument for child labor, too. And that was 

the argument against the Fair Labor Standards Act, too. You could always 

get someone to work for less than $1,60 an hour, which is the present one, 

but that doesn't make it right. And this Vice President hasn't changed one 

bit on this issue since he came to Congress, not one bit. I think that the 

American farmer is entitled to ask for a price for his commodity just 

like anybody else. I don't think he ought to be just what they say ••• we'll give 

you so muc¥. That isn't the way General Motors got big ••• by somebody 

coming around and saying well, we ' ~give you so much for your Chevrolet. 

They have a price tag on it, it's the list price. That's ~way Humphrey's 

drugstore kept open too, I might add. But Mr. Farmer, like he is supposed 

to be the fellow you just offer him something ? It doesn't go over with the 

Trade Union Movement. The Trade Union Movement says that we will 

negotiate this contract, we '11 bargain it out with you. And, Herschel, I think 

our farm friends are beginning to catch on and somebody is going to find 

out that they know how to ask for a fair price, too. So when I got my ••• that 

wasn't in this text that I have here, but I never fail to say it. 

Now the war on hunger is not, however, an exclusive American 

challenge. It is a challenge shared by all mankind ••• and will suffer 

it it is not successfully met. All mankind will suffer. 
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We have, therefor(f begun to work with other developed nations to 

establish a systematic international food aid program. 

This is the purpose of the Food .Aid Provisions which were part of 

the Kennedy Round negotiation on trade and which are now before the Senate 

for ratification. 

The Food .Aid Convention calls for a 4. 5 million ton supply of grain 

to be supplied by the developed nations each year -- of which I. 9 million 

would come from the United States. The major share would be provided, 

of course, by the other developed nations in grain or cash equivalent, thus 

increasing commercial demand. We hope to expand these quantities in 

the future. 

The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a Grain's .Agreement 

designed to as sure farmers in all participating nations better price S.:tfor 

grain sold on the international market -- prices substantially higher than 

that specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreement. 

Now the concept of an international food aid compact was at first 

misunderstood in some of the developed countries -- particularly those which 

have flood deficits themselves and therefore felt they had nothing to 

contribute. 

I took this matter up on my visit to Europe in March and April .. _ Last 

Spring, I made an effort in country after country to impress upon the heads 

of state that all developed nations, not only had an obligation to give what 

they could -- if not food, then money -- but that such assistance would 

also serve to expand and stabilize world markets. 
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I spoke here to the DAC, to the Development Assistance Committee, here 

that met here in our country just about a year ago, less than a year ago, 

and agained outlined that the problem of world hunger and the problem of 

food shortages and food deficits was not an American responsibility alone. 

That this was a matter for the developed countries of the world to 

concentrate their attention upon and in cooperation with the developing 

countries and this message is beginning to be heard. We've only made 

a beginning. The 4. 5 million tons is a small amount. But, I guess I 

am becoming accustomed to making short steps even though my vision is 

broad and large. It's 4. 5 million tons more than we ever had before, and 

it is the beginning. 

Now I am proud to say that we've had this success. 

Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will, of course, be but a 

beginning -- but it's a good one -- in setting a pattern for the future. 

It is ahaasis from which international cooperation in the war on 

hunger can ·be expanded, not only for the benefit of the developing nations 

but as a means of providing new markets and more price proteetion to 

farmers everywhere. 

The 0. E. C. D. has considered additional paths towards international 

cooperation in the w ar on hunger, as have the members of UNCTAD. I 

believe UNC TAD is meeting in Delhi, New Delhi. What I want you to do, 

is to become, in a sense, missionaries of this effort. We've had a great 

deal of difficulty getting the developed countries to take their full respon

sibility on this war on hunger and I call upon those of you who have such 
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keen interest in it to make this a priority matter of your effort and your 

attention. Many of you travel, you meet with the leaders of many countries 

and we 1 re simply going to have to have a dialogue about this and talk it out and 

build on this be ginning. 

Now uve look forward to the time in the future when all the developed 

nations, I repeat the word, all -- without regard for ideiblogy -- will join 

with all developing nations as full partners in similar food aid and technology 

programs. 

The time is here for a world without politics when it comes to 

hunger. 

So international cooperation is a second important tool. 

One thing I learned a long time ago in this country, as a young man, 

that when you 1 re hungry, when you 1re broke, when you 1 re down-and-out, 

it doesn 1t make any difference what your politics is when you go to the bank. 

If you 1re poor, if you-br e white or black, if you are unemployed, white or black, 

youaare in trouble, and the politics of it seems to fade away insignificantly. 

I think the same thing is true in the world today. Regardless rof ideology, 

those nations in the world that have the technical know-how and the capacity 

for food production -- the developed nations -- must join together and the 

developing nations must be brought in concerted planning with them. 

Now let me say a few words about technology. 

A few years ago we thought most farmers in the developj.ng nations 

were hopelessly bound to the techniques their forefathers had used for 

literally hundreds and thousands of years. We know differently now. 
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Many of those same farmers have created an insatiable demand 

for fertilizer and improved seeds that has even caused black markets in 

agricultural inputs in some countries. 

Farmers from Turkey to India, this year, harvested millions of 

acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller Foundation 

-- a scant three years after its introduction. 

Improved rice varieties developed at the International Rice Research 

Institute in The Philippines are now being adapted for use in over 20 major 

rice producing countries and promise to triple or quadruple yields. 

And we are honored today to have with us, the Under Secretary 

of .Agriculture of the Republic of The Philippines, and one of the farmers 

of that friendly nation and of those good people. I was in the Far East as 

some of you know not long ago and wherever I went, I found this great 

interest in lhis new, this new type of rice. -Rice is so vital, so vital, and 

yet my dear friends it is hard to get the .American people and others'r to 

understand that in .Asia today m<l:ybe, one of the great elements of security 

of today and tomorrow is the adequate production of rice, and the proper 

means of itis :distribution • We can expect our laboratories and experimental 

farms to offer more technical progress, but the real challenge before us 

now is to get the benefits of what we already know into the hands of the 

farmers and the mouths of their children, and this gets down to education 

and extension work. .And by the way we have done it all here. 
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It means adapting our past discoveries to the needs of an intensive 

agriculture. 

It means localized radio, rural radio stations and inexpensive 

transistor radios to carry the news of improved techniques. 

It means adequate, supervised inexpensive credit, easily obj;ained. 

It meam.s incentive returns to the farmer to break the cycle of toil 

and poverty that is the essence of agricultural backwardness. 

Now I just came back from a visit in A grica and every place I 

went, I found African leaders talking to me about how they can improve 

their agriculture. Three things that they were most concerned about, 

education, an insatiable de sire for it; the improvement of agricultural 

technology production methods, and distribution; and health. And those 

are the three pillars of any successful foreign assistance program. You 

know one of the troubles of we Americans about this foreign aid business, 

we are too sophisticated. Indeed, we are. I had it -- it dawned on me 

while I was ••• particularly in Africa. When a man said to me from one 

of the countries, he said: "Mr. Vice President, we just need a two-year 

college in this country, if we could just get a two-year college, we don't 

need a Harvard, or a MIT, or a Oxford, we need a two-year college. 

We have but one, one secondary school in the whole country." And then I 

thought to myself ••• then he said, "You know we have been trying to get 

help about how to set up these very basic elementary and secondary 

schools and these what you call community colleges." And he said, 
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"one of the real problems that we have is that the developed countries 

are so developed that they don 1t understand what we are talking about. 11 

And I said, 11I think that I understand, my mother was a school teacher 

and she had a tenth grade education and she was a better school teacher 

than some of the Ph. D. 1 s that I have run into. She knew what she was 

doing and she had a love of children and she had enough information for 

what were the needs of that time. I can remember old Dr. Christenson 

out at the University of Minnesota, who used to put on these 3 weeks, 6 weeks, 

3 month short courses to teach our farmers how to farm better. He did 

not ask them to the University for seven years, they did not have the time. 

He was lucky if he could get them for three weeks but I 1ll tell you, he made 

some good farmers out of them. And as a boy, I remember the country 

extension service and there were very few who had masters degrees and 

if there was one he never got up our way. They must have kept him down 

here for exhibition purposes at the Smithsonian. The people that we had as 

county extension agents were people that maybe had an eighth grade education, 

tenth grade education but they knew a lot al:oufu.farming. My fellow Americans 

we re a!ittle over educated for some of the needs in this world. We have 

over-economic planning for some of the .•• for some of the more primitive 

societies . They need beginnings and it is true in agriculture too. They are 

not all ready to use the latest that we have developed in the year 1968, they 

need the beginnings. I don 1t want to be interpreted as being against advanced 

education ••• I put a caveat on everything these days . I simply say that 
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everything in season. I simply say that you cannot, you cannot give 

a 12 year old boy the work to do of a 25 or 30 year old man and people 

have to learn. They have to have the beginnings, they have to have the 

starts. 

Now agriculture is private enterprise in America and in most 

places in the world. So is the production of fertilizer, pesticides, farm 

implements. So are our thriving farm cooperatives. And if there is any 

one thing that I am proud of as a United States Senator and it is Title 5 tc£ 

the Foreign Aid Act that compelled this government, at long last, to do a 

little something about the promotion of cooperatives, farm cooperatives 

in the developing countries of the world. I found that we had"'ne.Eperson 

in the whole State Department in 1961 that could spell cooperatives •••• 

that knew what they were, and Herschel, you know it's true. I had 

their witness up there before the committee and I said, 'l'Well we 1re 

not going to re!y on your good intentions any longer. My father told 

me there was a place that was paved with good intentions~r We are going 

to see that it is done by law, we are going to start to set up credit unions, 

farm cooperatives, savings and loan associations. We are going to start 

to get the people to help themselves. Because when a farmer owns his 

own piece of land and he can cooperate with others in his production and his 

distribution, and his credit facilities and so forth he is a free enterpriser. 

And we have been making some progress. Interestingly enough, in the 

most recent offensive in Vietnam, the first p~ople to be selected out in 

the rural areas for slaughter, were the leaders of the newly established 

cooperatives. Great help wasn't it. We have 300 and some farm cooperatives 
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established there. We've got our first rural electric cooperative. it was 

selected for assassination, in the name of humanity. I'd say in the 

name of anything but humanity. I have to control my views on these 

matters now-a-days. 

Well, the development and dis semination of new technology 

once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant Colleges and our Extension 

Service -- is increasingly becoming a part of the private sector. Today 

fully half of all the research in agriculture i s financed and conducted by 

private firms. And let me put in my plea now for the partnership concept. 

All through this government, you know, the Vice President doesn't have 

much authority but he can be a spokesman. This is an office filled with 

responsibility and no power, that I know. But Pll tell you one hing that I 

also know, that if we are going to do anything in this country, we are going 

to have to learn to work together. And there has to be in government a 

desire to work with the private sector of our economy. You cannot look, 

Mr. Government, you cannot look upon a private businessman as if 

he is somehow or other your competitor or your enemy, he is your 

partner and Mr. Businessman, you have to look upon your government, 

not as your enemy either, but as your partner. We have to work together. 

And I know that these old antagonisms do exist. 

I ran into a situation ••• I can say if there is a Congressman present 

here, I see my old friend Harold down here. A great help to us Harold 

Cooley, I want to thank you. I ran into a situation in the Far East where 
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I brought up a matter relating to how we could use American food 

to help in that country and I said in this instance, a private firm under 

Title 4 of the Food for Freedom Act could purchase, on long-term 

credits, food and that food could be converted and used in cooperated 

with this particular government, not only for feeding hungry people but for 

developing certain distribution facillifties. And a government man said 

to me, ''Mr. Vice President, that means that you expect me to work with a 

private business firm, that's going to make a profit." I said, "Yes, is 

that un-American?" But he said, "That's the way we get in trouble." 

Well, I said, you can afford to get in some trouble, I get in plenty of it. 

It won't hurt you a bit. And I said if you get in trouble under those terms 

just remember the law directs you to do it. But I submit to you that 

there is reluctance to do it. A reluctance and no better place to explain 

it than before this audience. So I suggest that when you have a program 

in mind where you believe that the private sector can work with the 

government, don't you take no for an answer, because you will get plenty of them 

because it's automatic reflexes in this town, just automatic, no thought 

behind them just, "No" ••• comes right on out. You just get busy and 

say that I think it will work and then have somebody examine the law. 

Harold, I remember one time when I was a Senator, I went up here to 

a department under the Cooley Amendment and I had the lawyer of that 

department tell me that i..Vhat the Cooley Amendment meant. I said, I 

worked with Mr. Cooley to get that Amendment in the Act, I was 
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on the Senate side in the Conference Committee when Mr. Cooley put 

that Amendment on in the House side, and I said I think I know what that 

Amendment means. That is to take funds of our Counter Part Funds to 

use in private enterprise in foreign countries so that American business 

firms could borrow some of these, these foreign currencies that we 

generate under Public Law-480. And this partfcular lawyer spent one 

hour telling me, in the presence of the Under Secretary of State, that I 

didn't know what I was talking about. And I said to the then Under Secretary 

of State, Mr. Dillon, I said, Mr. Secretary, I want to tell you something, 

I am one of the co-authors of that law, now you've got a lawyer here that 

either doesn't know what he's talking about or he's telling me that I am 

studpid. If he is doing that, I want to remind you that I ram on the 

Appropriations Committee. And I got a practical suggestion for you 

Mr. Secretary, get yourself a new lawyer and I'll be back tomorrow. 

Well you've never seen so much law learned in 24 hours in your life. 

And the company that received some assistance under that is one of the 

biggest implement companies in America and has been doing wonderful 

work in other countries. But if I had listened to that lawyer, they would 

have had those counter ... those funds piled up that much higher, those 

soft currencies as we call them, that gather !dust, moths, and a few other 

things. 

Well I happen to think that private industry has played a major 

role in our war on hunger, has played a major role in exporting 
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commodities sold under Public Law 480, and over 70 charitable organizations 

have helped distribute American food abroad. And I see my good friend 

here, Bishop Swanstrom, and others, who have been deeply involved 

in this. What a blessing ••• imagine if we had to do it all by government. 

I've been a strong supporter of the voluntary agencies in this program, 

because it lends a little personality to it. It gets away from the quadruplet 

reports. By the time you have filled in all those reports any love of 

humanity is gone out of you, I can tell you that. You need to have some 

of the touch, pf human touch. 

Now, needless to say, agricultural development can and will mean 

economic development in general -- and a growing market for commercial 

exports of food, farm equipment and agricultural chemicals. 

And may I just say, right now, last mont¥ was a tough month 

for this country in exports. We need more exports. We suffered a tragic 

blow last mont¥ on exports. So anything that we can do, any program that 

we can follow that will stimulate our exports, is in our national interest 

as well as in a world wide interest. 

Our American farmers invest roughly, at least according to my 

friend Secretary Freeman, $42 dollars per acre. Is that 

dght, Dorothy? 42 dollars per acre in production supplies from 

the non-farm sector each year. Our Japanese farmer friends, however, 

spend more than that for chemicals alone. Farmers in all the developing 

nations will soon begin to rely muclJ more heavily on the products of 

agribusiness. And agribusiness, and farmers, and government have 
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everything in common, you are not enemies; the President knows 

you are not, and the Vice President knows you are not. We need you 

and you need us if we are going to do this job. 

I think the American free enterprise system can tap this great 

market -- and help feed millions in the process. 

Now finally, let me mention the most critical need of all -

self-help on the part of the developing nations. 

Some of them are already doing very well. 

But as George Woods, President of the World Bank, said in 

New Delhi a week ago, many still fail to grasp the terrible urgency of 

their situation. 

I spent a very enlightening afternoon with Mr. Robert Gardner 

of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and Otisababa 

and when he talked to me about what was happening in population and 

food in Mrica, I got the cold chills. That man ought to talk to you. 

You ought to see the immensity of the challenge and yet he, and I am 

sure you, believe that it can be met. But we need to take a good look 

at it and plan it. You have to plan a war on poverty, you have to plan 

a war on hunger. This isn't any hap-in-stance operation, you have to 

figure out what resources will be required, where the command structure 

will be, how the logistics will be supplied and how the enemy "?'ill be 

defeated. 

Now there is much more to do in all aspects of economic 

development -- in agriculture and family planning, in land reform, in 

industrial development and export promotion, in management and 
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maintenance of progress already achieved. 

An encyclical came out just a year ago, it said, "Developments 

is the new name for peace. " You see, I believe that. I believe that 

just as one of our great heroes in America said, "Peaee, peace, there 

is no peace. " I say, "peace, peace, there is no peace without development. 11 

And I say there is no development without security which makes possible 

peace. 

There is more to do in shaking off dogma and doctrine that 

make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad development policy. 

Independence did not mean Utopia. Independence toward the 

developing nations has meant great troubles and challenges. One of the 

most inhibiting of these is the outdated notion that foreign private 

investment means exploitation. 

In the colonial era that may have been true. But today, there 

is a new breed of capitalists -- they have learned the hard way, I call 

them domesticated capitalists, if you like. And, they are ready to offer not 

exploitation, but investment, jobs, management, production of exportable 

goods, and progress. 

Now there is much more to national development than progress 

in agriculture. 

There must be education -- to emancipate the mind and release 

the human potential. 
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There must be health care -- to protect and preserve the 

vitality of our God-given human resources. 

Without these three necessities of human development, all the 

shiny factories and new roadsa all the banks and the _bicyclef2. that are the 

usual symbols of economic development become little more than vain

glorious monuments. The greatest resource that God gave us, was 

the Human resource. That is what you tend to first. 

This is the time when the world's intentions for its future are 

being sorely tested ••• on the battlefield, in the quiet Foreign Office 

corridors, andi :i:n ur souls. 

Nowhere is this test greater than on the dusty plots 

humble villages on the front lines of the war on hunger. 

in the 

Now we know the dimensions of this battle and we have the 

weapons to fight it. 

But do we -- and all others who are comfortable and pro~perous - 

have the will to make a small sacrifice today for the peace of tomorrow? 

Sometimes I fear that Gunnar Myrdal is right .... that we live on 

'attending to the business of the day without giving much thought to the 

unthinkable ahead of us.' ' 

There is a bill in the Congress of the United States today to 

extend Public Law-480 which is surely one of the most enlightened 

documents in the bleak annals of international relations. 

Help us pass it ••• and do it soon. 
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There is also the President 1 s request for a foreign aid 

authorization. Fully one-half of the development aid in that request 

will be devoted specifically to the war on hunger. We need your help. 

Foreign aid is today one of the most difficult assignments of the 

Congress and of the President and it 1 s another symptom of our withdrawal, 

and which I consider to be the gravest danger facing this country. That 

when the going gets tough, when the results seemS:o be less than what 

you would want, when the difficulties mount, there is a generation of 

Americans now that have never known a depression or been involved 

in a war. Aided and abetted by some of the rest of us, who say, 11 let 1 s 

withdraw. Stop the world I want to get off. Let America have her lost 

weekend. Let 1 s live it up. Fortress America. 11 I think this is the 

greatest challenge of our time. The re-emergence of the forces of 

isolationism in new clothes, with new symbols, with new slogans, the 

kind of isolationism which would tell us that all we need to do is to wish for a 

better world and it will come ••• the cheap way. There is no cheap way, 

to accomplish great things. 

Now we have the chance to be remembered in history as the 

generation that finally decided to make its commitment to security and 

development for all mankind. We have that chance, or we can gain for 

ourselves a chapter in history as the generation that had the opportunity 

for greatness and settled for petty nonsense. 
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I hope that we make the right decision. I think we will because 

in times of stress, there is something about mankind, in times of stress 

the best that is in him generally comes forward. Let's hope and pray 

that that tradition of yesterday will be a reality for today and tomorrow. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Newsom: 

Mr. Vice President, at the risk of ••• Mr. Vice President, I only 

want to say two things. One of them is thank you. And the other one, if I 

may be so presumptuous as to transfer a statement from a great inaugural 

address, I'd like to say to you I think these fellow Americans of yours and 

mine have been trying to say to you they do not shrink from it, they welcome 

it. Thank you very, very muc!t. 

The Vice President: 

Thank you very much. 
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ou very much, my dear friend, one of our truly great 

sir, and to be here in the 

concerned with a matter of very 

serious importance to 

This has been a very busy 

at the White House a d I tried to send a message here 

Cloture Vote coming up in the Se Leadership Meeting in 

House, and two other conferences, hedule just went by the 

But I guess 

Ladies and Gentlemen --

==~------------~--~ 
) This is the sort of Conference the world longs for . 

l This is a peace conference and I want you to feel, act, live, and talk 

in that spirit. ere to select a text for this conferencj a:EiijE:tl::!!l!!!!l!B!I!Miii--' 

it would be one -.: I have used a hundred time} but its use in 

no way destroys its newness or its profundity. 

* Called by the Committee on the World Food Crisis, Inc. 
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ev ... J.. 
Priesu , beloved/ spiritual leader1 P ope 

John the 23rd, said, 11 Where there is constant want, there is no peace. 11 

oad. fg~ QV fiV)r nation. 

mz ~l ~ - world where the majority of men still lead a hand-to-mouth 

existenc)lwhere hunger and malnutrition still destroy mental and physical 

powers11 where war, pestilence, and famine still ride hand-in-han<] I there 

can be no peace.t g o·r can there be real security or full deve o~e~ 

of us. 

cerity that national development and national 

IS 

Jici nst dsn sts nr t? 1ft security is -

I t II a 

essential if there is to be 
I 

~~ no 
development. And ~--------there dt!J!!!Iilllll•w security without 

development. They go hand-in-hand. 

sin-



-3-

No matter how many good works we may perform, if there is violenceJ <l.vi_ 
lawlessness, •••••••••••IIIII••••• there is no development. 

~-••••••lliiilil~;;;·· :,o matter how much you may suppress the violenc) - no 
if there is • ••••••• develop-

ment there is no peace. So we have a big task before us .e~ij ,.., e need te get 
X 

generation has already known better than any other the prophecy 

if Isaiah: --•••••••••• "And it shall come to pass, that when 

they shall be hungry they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and 

their God. " 

"To the hungry man food is Go~ ~---~he 

Ghandhi onc.f ai9 

Romans said! / where there 
-

is hunger there is no reaso~ 1 -..i.ilii!M•illllll••••••••••••••••• 

~·•••••••11191••IJI•IIfl•ill•••••• '!'here there is want and depriva-
~ 

tion, there is restlessness and hopelessness , frustration and violence " 
-< 

'-'-Y ~not .... difficult to imagine a nightmare world w -~ .. ,.-~ - in 

which Thomas Malthus 1 terrible prophecies will come true. 

1 T - - · . _wh.t i\ J c;#t"!.(c.~U ~mem~ -s.student.S the 
Gor~ c:>f 

theoryX ~e laughed at it. 

seriously. 

l What is sometimes difficult to remember , however, 
i~ ~.: 

amid 

all the grim the Malthusian trap is not inescapable. 
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~t ~within our power to throw back the jaws of 

that trap ... to make decent nutrition, like sun and • air, the birthright 

of every human being. .~~1\~~~•••••ii"C!IIIII!IJII!Iillff~g·ltMt•! llilllllll&.a-..... llllli&ilil:l._•~tgglll•tws••••e!IIJii~iiii 

G.:_ must constantly remind ourselves that primitive technology 

not inadequate food growing potential -- is responsible f~vation 
, /)A;}J.b in many countries today. 

f- it y : add a little fertilizer, a little water, s ,- : 

improved seeds -- the tools and techniques of modern agriculture -- to the 

dust of those fields -- even the barren desert -- output increases rapidly ... 
)( 

it. 

a•miWD@jiiiiii~ we have the means to do 

more reason that we will never be forgiven if we fail to do it. 

(;re must remember also that self-help efforts in countries like India, 

cv'cl 
Pakistan, Taiwan, in Latin America and Africa •-*•IIJiiri••, are beginning 

to pay off. 

We now expect that the world will produce more foodgrainl this crop 

year than ever before in man's history -- not only because of good luck 

~I"" 
-good weather, but because of solid, tangible progress in agriculture to 

which you •••••• .,and many more like you have contributed. 

And there is progress) too, in family planning, even though the rewards 

of that progress -- a significant downturn in the world birt rate -- may yet 

be a decade or more away. The amount of resources now devoted to population 

planning •.. the knowledge of contraceptive methods ... and public acceptance 
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is at an all-time high. Today our own foreign assistance investment in 

strong and healthy or .a!l•• sick or hopeless. It's in our hands. 

I T -- ht~ 
~ constantly reminded of what the President said in _ State of 

the Union address 'idrdiW:aililll!l!iili·.,..,. We have no lack of capacity in this 

country , we have no lack of ability, we have no lack of know-how)( ! he only 

question is : 2o we have the will? 2 o we have the purpose? (r am one :of the 

few optimis~ , you know, left in ~ashington. ;--CM:Jl.:~W~• 6-¢ 
t I happen to believe the history 

~ of our country is on my side , or ••• I say that I think I am on the side 

of the history of our country. We can do anything we want to 

if we are willing to put ourselves to the task. 
a_ 

is not resources, not know-how, but •••• 
---.el:4;£ -- -<'1"~ I 

the will to use them, ~ent 

resources, 

on objectives. 

:ihere is reason to hope1and 

- ~ 
because of it) more reason than ever for con-

certed decisive action. 

we know we can wage 

..... itself * very constructive, positi~efu~ 
ho..v 

a war on hunger 

The fact that illailllflll.iilllll!JI.!Iili!!iiiiiilit we aeclared war on poverty 

is 
) 

in itself , a revelation of the moral purpose of this nation. 
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••••••1here have been hungry people for centuries, and there --
have been poor people for centuries. But only in this decade --

h~v r. ~+ io"~,.~ 
only in this decade -- this great America of ours and other aecided to declare 

war on these ancient enemies of mankind. t~n~ people are going to 

say we've not done enough. But I say the fact that you've 

. a_bov-l- +-he.s€- 5rea..J-- +ri.J~ ~n&. burJen,5 
made the decision to do somethmg ao8emt Nuli''i liliilthus. s . these peat tiJ:als 
of (YY)~t"\lci"d.._ - 
~--~==~==========~=-~--~~~lft~~~MR~ia is in 

ct.. 
itself a victory. Until one has decided what to do and express~lingness to 

do it, there is no hope for victory. 1 h I' tlll[ t ~r forefathers J in the/.-

d. e.c ide. 
struggle for our independence)had to first of all that they were 

- J q . 
going to win~··· that it was worth the sacrificeArid they · said ' ~ pledge 

"->'--_. 
t, 

our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. They pledged 
_,.._ .. ,.......... . 

- - ( ·~. 

everything. They made the decisionJ and then seven years later; ........ . 

--
•• 1Fs:s:e€1'V'V~e~n,.~y~c~aft±"!Srl:lacttete/ If with the help of the French and other~and 

--'lilii······· with technical assistance from the more developed countries 

<:.o... .~c:.l 
~-··· we finally gained our independence. In the meantime, the ta11!1Mill!t 

: 
in the United States had been shifted eleven times. Soldiers had deserted by 

T c,.. ie.> 
the thousands. had gone to other lands and the country was sorely 

~~ 
divided. ( so if yo~i\a little hopeless today, just remember how we got 

started. I love to talk 

about this, because I used to teach this course. I am sort of refreshing my

self just in case I have to do it again ·l I am always intrigued by these 
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~hnny-come-lately ? onstitutional experts 

history of our country)( Tha~ great 

read the 

Constitution which pledges _ 

free speech and free press was never conceived with either. There was 

no free press. Nobody ever looked in. They closed the doors. They locked 

w"+"~ 
in the members. They even assigned two people W Benjamin Franklin 

when he got in his cups , he talked a little too much ....... llilillllrliilb*lll!lll•• -who 
And not a single person went there was ever elected. They were 

appointed, and they didn 1t go to Philadelphia to write a new Constitution-'\ 

.they went there under false pretenses. They said they were going to revise -
; he Articles of Confederation. (If anybody. had known what they were going to 

do, they would never had let them meet. 

vi ted, Cd.l!lii!JIIt came, •••• p 

~-1-o.r+i" O~~JT • 

A hundred were in-

} _I:t::r;_~ well -

~istory lesson for; morning. I because so many 

Americans these days
1 

prove they are very, 
C) Q.I'"Oii"cA_ _!.Q- .vf. ~ ~ 

very learned looking"t:f.n pain. A learned man ought to be a positive man . 
wl1o 

A person has a knowledge of our country and 

our culture ought to be filled with at least prudent optimism. We can 

h4.1JQ. 
do what we to do. And that 1s what we need in this country toda )j a 

little less wringing of the hands and a little more searching of the soul. 

_._ ... :ye 1ll be able to do the things for our cities, for our people, for our 

defense, for our security that need to be done. We have the means to do 

it. That 1 s what Hubert H. Humphrey thinks. And I have good reason to 

believe it. 



J 
v 

_d 

1 
\) 

??-

!he first lllll••••••••••••••••••••a food. We, -- ' +'-'e •r.. 
and the other developed nations capable of producing food beyond own 

domestic and commercial export needs, have an invaluable resource -- a 
• 

resource which can buy time hile d eveloping countries struggl to 
(A-<"1~ 

t 1 s what our food abundance is fo r;_; 

:W::an't feed the world, alone, but we can buy time. ) The next 
~xes...__ 

question is: ;yhat do we do with the time we buy? Time is neutral, ...... 

::. &t+tl"'m ·,,e, f((}me.j 
what you do with time whether it tlll!!!lllfjiilo- a liability or an 

asset. ~od can be much more than a stop-gap palliative for fami~ 
~In most developing economies it can be invested, ju~t like money, 

capital improvements which in turn increase agricultural self- sufficiency. 

as much concern in this world about the fo 

people that need 

vital. 

crystal clear ••-••-•••••••• that I am for 

just three months ago, I had an experience 

I 1ll long remember. I visited a successful United States sponsored food-for-
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~~c:t 
work project in Demak, Indonesia, where irrigation ditches .. "iJIIIII•••tanks 

were being cleaned and restored to full use by persons who had been 

unemployed. M y.al•fllll• were very youn~ their 

They 

will eat corn meal. reed vegetable 
?ooJ... 

country is keeping its~ments 

the food 
= 

going there success and failure 

e themselves from the infil-

tration, ears past, of a foreign ideology. trying to reestablish 

right as a free people with a spirit 

of international cooperation. 

ome 450 thousand tons of American food were invested in this 

food and work project last year alone. 

~ ~ood is the equivalent of hard cash f o r development ' nd· 

in countries where foreign exchange must ordinarily be spent for food 
kM loU ~ 

imports. · Ever+ ne of you in this room this 81Ra iii eomefjm~s almost 

~e need to tell the American people, we need to tell --
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of this God-given commodity called food. It isn't just a •••••• palliativ e 

for famine. Food is a currency in its own right. Food is hard cash in 

a capital-starved economy. Spread this word.x get your Congressmen ·-~~~ 
- J .......... MI. your economists tftiYl .... !ll(l •• lllllill• llliiilll!l- y our media J 

thinking more a bout it. _.-;,a•.•••••--••••1!1~-•-~·~··• .... .. - ~ .. -~- ..... -:o""!" oe~'"'"',_.,~.- -..,.. ~ --~ ~ ... . . - . 

£Ur present Food for Freedom program is designed e:specially 
::. 

to serve these developmental objectives. It enables us to do much more than 

simply release accidental surpluses when the famine signal goes up. How 

good it is that we have finally arrived at a point of national maturity where 

we look upon food as something to be used helpfully, continuously, con-

structively, rather than depending on the accident of surpluses to feed and 

This is the fundamental change in the legislation that 

We can now produce whatever is required to meet developmental 

needs, over and above the demands of our commercial market. Howev er , 

we must be sure that in the process we provide a fair return to our own 
~ '!( +h"\~ X 

producers. And let me You do not ask 
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a munitions company to produce one bomb without a profit. You do 

not ask one aircraft company to produce one ---~ 
~~ 

without a profit. Why do you ask farmers to do it? . ~ 
-f-l, e,r- a..5 

supersonic plane 

same •iliiij fair return o nYinv-;:; stment anyone else And I know 

--+L-t~1-
the argument ·"~ .. ·.;., - ~ ~ ... -. '"'· ~ ... this is the way it has always been . 

is 

one...tm~Po-~'ft!!llltd·B~he A me ric an farmer 

for his commodity just like anybody _else. J~ 

y umphrey' s drugstor kept open) too; 

He is 

d oe sn'i: go over with the Trade Union Move 
() 

The Trade Union Movement says
1 I l.( / 

we ~i n otiate this contract, w 'll 

bargain it out with you. · _t!~~~~~-=~L I think our farm friends are 

beginning t.o catch o J and somebody is g oing to find out that they 

to ask for a fair price, too. That wasn't n· tr-1~~~-.. that . I have here, but I 

._ - r fail to sa it . 

the war on hunger is not, however, an exclusivo/American 
a..\1 ,_ ... nk,-~~.c( 

challenge. It is a challenge shared by all mankind ... ancfrwill suffe.::: 
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if it is not successfully met. All maeldrll'~ ''ill suffer. -

We have, therefore, begun to work with other developed nations to 

establish a systematic international food aid program. 

This is the purpose of the Food Aid / rovisions 

the Kennedy Round negotiation on trade 
:;(._ ; 

___ ___../ 

of 

G he Food Aid Convention calls for a 4. 5 million ton supply of grain 

to be supplied by the developed nations each year -- of which l. 9 million 

would come from the United States. The major share would be provided 

other developed nations in grain or cash equivalent, thus 

increasing commercial demand. We hope to expand these quantities in 

the future. 

The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a 41•111..-:AA"gg~r~e~e~ment 

designed to assure farmers in all participating nations better prices for 

grain sold on t~e international market-- prices substantially higher than 

_ specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreement. 

w~ 
!.he concept of an international food aid compact , at first 

misunderstood in some of the developed countries -- particularly those which 

have food deficits themselves and therefore felt they had nothing to 

contribute. 

Ito~s matter -on my visit to Europe in March and Aprilx 

I made an effort in country after country to impress upon the heads 

of state that all developed nationsl not only had an ?bligation to give what 

they could -- if not food, then money -- but that such assistance would 

also serve to expand and stabilize world markets. 
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~ ~oke here . to the 

Dif,C,/b ·-~ 
Development Assistance 

~'1/tu" 
Committe ,__ . "''J''; 
Sctic( _.1_ 

. . : .&L. -« J· 

~gain I -liiil-li 4-h.A. I 
= 

the problernSof world hunger and 
wer-e.. 

•••••• food shortages •••• 

I~ 
RI!.-~~C- this ..- a matter 

= 
111111111•••• not an American responsibility alone. 

for the developed countries ~· cfE:t~J=a:=cz:•:r:~• C::lbi,j to concentrate ttllat••a=llll:l:l:ll.on 

in cooperation with the developing countries. This me.ssage is .be.ginnin 
) '---+&,e.. 

to be heard. ( We 1ve only made a beginning 4. 5 million tons is a small 
~--.kl,.._g amount. Butl I am becoming accustomed to short steps 

v~ ~p~. 
even though my vision is · It 1 s 4. 5 million tons more than we /'f X 

ever had before, and it is the beginning. J 

r:----- - ----- (WI\,oiC. ~ I am proud to say we 1ve had t~ss. 

C Ratificat~on of the Food Aid Convention will be 
:c.+ 'y 

a good on~ setting a pattern for the fu~~~ 
beginning -- but 

It is a basis from which international cooperation in the war on 

hunger can be expanded, not only for the benefit of the developing nations 

but as a means of providing new markets and more price protection to 

farmers everywhere. 

J 'T'L- ~ o+~~.-/ e-o. E. C. D. has considered ••••• paths towards international 

cooperation in the war on hunger, as have the members of UNC TAD{.iiiei(iiiJ~ 

What I want you to dof 

is 8 become, in a sense, missionaries We 1ve had ···· 

•••• difficulty getting developed countries to take their full respon-
-For 

sibility this war on hunger. I call upon you ••••1 
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a priority matter ......... 11111i•• 
)(. 

Many of you travelA you meet with 

We. "ee.cl 
leaders of many countries)(. 

\.u ~ "t!etl +o 
IIIIIIIIIIII .... IIM~II-.~dialogue 

)( 

build on this beginning. 

. .....~ ... ' 

--}.¥~look forward to the time when all the developed 

nations, I repeat all-- without regard for ideology -- will join 

with all developing nations as full partners in similar food aid and technolog y 

programs. 

l Th:_ time is here for a world without politics when it comes to 

-~-4::0 d important tool . 

I'S 
in this country.•Mmlilii.llllllllg., 

that when you're hung ry, when you're broke, when you ' re down-and-out , 

o..re. 
it doesn't make any difference what your politics 

If you~ re poor, · f you're white or black, if you are unemployed, whitt: 02 
1 1! d<, \f 

+\.-.e 
you are in trouble, politics fad 

•••t,!he same thing is true in the world today. Regardless of ideology , 

= VJ \~ 
those nations technical know-how and capacity 

for food production -- the developed nations -- must join together and the 
'.L. ) 
I tiT 0 ~ 

developing nations must be brought ~ncerted planning with them. 

l No: let me say a f ew words about technology. 

L ~!.,ew years ago we thought most farmers in the developing nations 

were hopelessly bound to the techniques their forefathers had used for 

literally hundreds and thousands of years. We know differently now. 
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l Many of those same farmers have created an insatiable demand 

for fertilizer and improved seeds that has even caused black markets in 

agricultural imputs · some countries. 

l:.a~ers from Turkey to Indiaf this yearf harvested millions of 

acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller Foundation 

-- a scant three years after its introduction. 

(.r_:n~roved rice varieties developed at the International Rice Research 

Institute in The Phillippines are now being adapted for use in over 20 major 

rice producing countrie's and promise to triple or quadruple yields. 

""tAi Ebeldf'iiiid to£HE5n en ie tlte elksqai!k pr Od&CE!Oii M flteef Mttl th'it P.ili"tliii!UiUi• 

rne!llHB of its tHahf.sdisn. (we c~n expect our laboratories and experimental 

farms to offer more technical progress, but the real challenge before us 

_... is to get the benefits of what we already know into the hands of the 
·, n+o {W)~c:tni 

farmers a~mouths of their children. This education 

and extension work. :A:nl:i b tlie ay we have done it all here. 
)-

I 
I 
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lit ~eans adapting our past discoveries to the needs ., 

agriculture. 

l::_means localized radio~ rural radio stations and inexpensive 

transistor radios to carry the news of improved techniques. 

~eans adequate, inexpensive 
~ 

easily obt ainedf creJ~./-. 

to the farmer to break the cycle of toil 

and poverty that is the essence of agricultural backwardness. 

+o 
.III( I just came back from a visit AfricaJ and every place I 

~ba ... t 
went , I found African leaders talking how they can impr~ 

.,.._ -+--
their agriculture. Three things they were most concerned about,\ 

education, 

those 

are the three pillars of any successful foreign assistance program. 
oul .prcbl€..-.s in 

llllfiM,_ g,ne of this foreign aid businessl ·~~ +~~+ -
we ar~ too sophi§ticated. it dawned on me 

particularly in Africa. ~ ,.,..,. -• r"-

• r:v-•.,_J-t&.-,.,~-... t 

-s..a,.·,&._ ~Q tW'\€.~ 
"Mr. Vice President, we just need a two-year 

college in this country. . ~ .. . .. , ~r 1 ~.. ~ ,__. . ~ -"'"'; .. ....- "'l • • ~ ~ • • • .._ .. ... - ... 

• ' -. -~.....- _ ~ 'If' " ~....,..,_Si.·· -""!:". .. •~.;r,.;.- ,_~_:-rt'~~ ~~ .. ,. we don't ---
need a Harvard , - a MIT , or an Oxford. We need a two-year colleg e. 

We have but~ one secondary school in the whole country." 

And he said, }'One of the real_Eroblems_ we 
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.fa.te 
all'l!a is that the developed countries are so developed - they don't 

understand what we are talking about. "{~nd I said, I think I 

understand .,. my mother was a school teacher 
~ = ~ 

she had a tenth grade --- -
education and she was a better school teacher than some of the Ph. D. 's 

I have run into. She knew what she was he had a love of children 

and she had enough information for - the needs of that time. ~n 

remember old Dr. Christenson out at the University of Minnesotal who 
\._f~ree wee.l. or-~~ ~ or ~Nte fMC) 

used to p~t on_ short co·~rses to tea~h-=-

o~~ 
He did not ask them to the University 

for seven yearsx_~hey;.llillili1i He was lucky if he could get -
them. ior three weeks but I'll tell you, he made good farmers ..a of 

)(::' 

them. ( And 
1

as a boy, ;remember the county extension service .. there ' ~ i 
were very few who had master~ degrees and if there was one) he never got 

) ' 

up our way. They must have kept him doW!} here for exhibition purposes at 

the Smithsonian. The people -we had as county extension agents CliolfiliiOlli 

or-
@Stll·lll·iq~ had an eighth grade••••• tenth grade education but 

~= -
over 

plann' e of the more p 

!,hey need the beginnings. I don't --
want to be interpreted as being against advanced education. 

2..5 o,r 3 

I simply say 
) 

-

everything ' in season. 

bo of a 

learn. They have to have the. 
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be ginning s . 

agriculture is private enterprise in America and in most 
~ a~~ 

places in the world. So is the production of fertilizer , pesticide~m 
implements. So are our thriving farm cooperatives . ..llrif there is 

lL-- of one thing I am proud of as a United States Senatorf it is Title 5 the 

Foreign Aid Act. That title compelled this government at long last -- to 

do - - lt something about the promotion of . ...... .. 

in the developing countries of the world. _, ... - ...... '; . 
. :..~ .. l. "Y ·--- -

• - . . ' ,. • • .. ,,_,_"'. ...... ~ .. f.. ., 

farm cooperatives 

'l.i<e' • 

'- s z:;;1J f).. • It; 
!had~ ~ 

witness 
01.),... \-:r: +-() lA. h tl\'l \\ 

before .. committee and Jiilll•·--·· ~e're not going to 

rely on your good intentions any longer. My father told me there was a place 

•••• .,. paved with good intentions. We are going to see it is done by 

lawx ~e are going ••••to set up credit unions , farm cooperatives, a.~ 

savings and loan associations. We are g oing····to get 
II 

people to 

help themselves. •••••when a farmer owns his own piece of land and !!: 

can cooperate with others in production and distributionf and 

~-credit facilities J he is a free enterpriser. have ,!:>~en 

regress. Interestingly 

c cooperatives. 
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!he development and ·dis semination of new technology ..;. -

once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant Colleges and Extension 

Service -- is increasingly becoming part of the private sector. Today 
C1..jri cul+vro-1 

fully half of all research is financed and conducted by 

J Anrl -'~ private firms. ~ let me put • my pleaYnow for the partnership concept. 

the Vice President 'doesn't have 

much authority but he can be a spokesman. This is an office filled with 

that I know. But-wll:ll···llb one thing ...a I J.o 
I' 

~f we are going to do anything in this country, we are going 
0... Jt,i M --

to have to learn to work together. And there has to be 

•••• to work with the private sector of our economy. You cannot 
J 

Mr. Government, •• It look upon a private businessman as if he 

,2-nd Mr. Businessman, you have to look upon your governmentl not as -.. 
your enemy but as your partner. We have to work together. 

~0~-- o exi 

a private firm under Title 4 of the Food for Freedom 

FaccA.. The. 
Act could purchase/\ on long-term credits)( 

not only 

+o 
for feeding hungry people but develo~····· distribution facilities. 
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l!i.l'a government man said to me, "Mr. Vice President, that means -.: -~hith 
you expect me to work with a private business firml 

- . 1~. profit. "~id, "Yes, is that un American? " \..,!!!.he said, "That's the way 

l'k"' 1 ,. ,, we get in trouble. " ~1, I said, you can afford to get in some trouble)( I 

get in plenty of it. It won't hurt you a bit. And 

under those terms just remember the law directs you to I . 
there is reluctance to do it. 

So I suggest that when you have a program 

··-where···· 

government, don't., take "no" for an answer . 

._ ........ ~ .................. ~~ ..... ~~~-- get busy and ---say- I think it will work and then have somebody examine the law . 
./ 

so that Ame rican bu siness 



•• fprivate industry has played a major :r: + ...__.= __ ~ 
role in our war on hunge~played a major role in exporting commodities 

sold under Public Law 480, and over 70 charitable organizations have 

helped distribute American food abroad. :And I see nry good friend 

B:e±e, }jlsitop Soo&Itstioiit, lioi!t& stheto, ah8 lt:a¥8 a11sn aeeply inoeleell 
/ 

9overn Ml'll f- -
~agine if .. ad to do it all ......... .. 

::il *hiss What aplessing. -
I 1ve been a strong supporter of 

You need to have some of the human touch. 

-
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n eedless to say, agricultural development can and will mean -
economic development in general. and a growing market for commercial 

need more exports. 

~ny program-... -that will stimulate_. exportsl is in our national interest 
+hL 

as well as i~rl ide interest. 

l Our American farmers invest roughly_.•••• ••• .. llli 

42 dollars per acre in production supplies from the non-farm sector each 
year. Our Japanese farmer friends, however , spend more than that for 

chemicals alone. Farmers in all the developing nations will soon begin to 
rely much more heavily on the products of agribusiness. And agribusinessl 
and farmers' and government have everything in common)\ rou are not 
enemies; t he President knows you are not , and the Vice President knows you 
are not. We need you and you need us if we are going to do this job. lr think the American free enterprise system can tap' this great 

market-- and help feed millions in the process . 

.._.,_ .. _finally' let me mention the most critical need of all - -= lj 
self-help on the part of the developing nations. 

l some of them are already doing very well. l But as Georg e Woods , President of the World Bank, said in 

New Delhi~:sliie!!i!!i ) 

the' situation. 

many still fail to grasp the terrible urgency of 
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eLt'ntly 
~ ent a very enlightening afternoon with Robert Gardner 

of the United Economic Commission for Afric'\t.;tlii•••lfll••••-=

~-- about 
'1 o ~~ .._._ t .. A .. 

--...,~ .... __ , .. .. ., 

food in Africa, I got you. 

You ought to 

.z~••l8 plan it. you have to plan 

a war on hunger. 

t resources will be required, command structur:, 

.... and how the 

!here is much more to do in all aspects of economic - . - '" development -- in agricu.lture) 

11'1 
family planning, in land reform, in 

industrial development
1 

. ~ export promotion, 1n management and 11\. 

maintenance of progress already achieved. 

/ An encyclical came out a year agex ,it said, "Development 

'"- -
I believe that. is the new name for peace. 11 

/tMtri(~ e 
.Just as one of our--gi-eatYh er1s •••••• said' "Peace, peace, there 
~ 

is no peace". I say, " peace, peace, there is no ---And I say there is no development without security which makes possibl~ 

+tu.. 
o~ma and doctrine that 

f ThP,.I +o s~o...k..e ~e is Wmore to do a 1 

I. 

make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad development policy. 
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One of the 

most inhibiting of these is the outdated notion that foreign private 

investment means exploitation. 

~he colonial era
1 

that may have been true. But todayl there 

is a new breed of capitalists -- they have learned the hard way. I call 

them domesticated capitalistsx they are reaj.y to offer not ---exploitationf but investments, jobs, management, production of exportable 

goods, and progress. 

there is much more to national development than progress in 
~ 

agriculture. 

l Th;re must be education -- to emancipate the mind and release 

the human potential. 

~e must be health care -- to protect and preserve the 

vitality of our God-given human resources. 

l Without these three necessities of human development, all the 

0\..o'\&. 
shiny factories and new roads, all the banks and ~bicycles •••• the 

usual symbols of economic developmen) become little more than vain-

IS glorious monuments. The greatest resource God gave us~.-

thejuman resource. That is what you tend to first. 
( I y..- iS «. +im~ 

••••••when the world's intentions are 

being s.orely tested) f on the battlefield, in the quiet Foreign Office 

corridors, ~in our souls. 

l Nowhere is this test greater than on the dusty plots in the humble 

villages on the front lines of the war on hunger. 
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:11•iP we know the dimensions of this battle and we have the -
weapons to fight it. ~ 
~do we -- Z.,;;-tic~rs who are comfortable and prosperous 

(' 0... ~()...l.€.f"v I 
have the will to make a small sacrifice today for · tomorrow? 

l Sometimes I fear~ Gunnar Myrdal is right that we live on 
..) 

"attending to the business of the day without giving much thought to the 

unthinkable ahead of us.'' 

L T;:=re is a bill in the Congress of the United States today to 

extend Public Lawf480 which is surely one of the most enlightened 
'b t~~\ ) 

documents in the annals of international relations. 

Gel~ us pass it. ,.Ia!!!!!! 

l There is also the President's request for a foreign aid 

authorization. Fully one-half of the development aid in that request 

to be the gravest dang try. "''I: 
+~.,.,f-l..s 

gets toug~he r ults seem to be 
. ~ 

ou;"t:~ is a neration of Americans 
-.....They a.re o.IJ.tl 

volved in a war. . 

, "let's withdraw. Stop the 

lost weekend. Let's live it 

up. merica. "~ ~his ·fJ the greatest challenge of our time/\ 

Jfhe re-emergence o·£~11111iiiiill. · sm in new clothes, with new 
+h~-t-
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There l' 

we have the chance to be remembered in history as the :: 

generation that finally decided to make its commitment to security and 

development for all mankind. We have that chance)( [Jr we can gain for -
ourselves a chapter in history as the generation that had the opportunity 

for greatness and settled for petty nonsense. 

( I h~e ._we make the right decision. I think we will -~~~-~ 

l Thank you very much. 

·-·- ·-- __ .. -----·-··· .... ·····-~ - - - . -

Mi. V ~e Prebldent, at the Ii"'!!R sf: , • )t'*r: lJii:fl!E F I t!YIUEHE, -y may • 
'-ant to §? v tns Hinss One sf *h ~n.a:ntc y 011. AIIB tfit! a Eiib ~me, 11 ! • 

me; lu Au pt~s• 1 t cas as tc1!Hflldlln a staeentCIIE HOI££ J ~P~iit ffiWgdHtf 

ae4 neg J'p lHro ts sar ts Y777 I *h"lik tha£Htm&iWelPRl=A ... 9 a uuciu 

H 1 A • 5 i'; tl : · slt®f~ 
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REMARKS 

VICE PRESIDENT H U BE R T HUM PHREY 

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WAR ON HUNGER 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

FEBRUA"RY 20, 196 8 

W e are here today to talk about food and p e ople -- and 

a bout victory in the war on hunge r. 

As a Senator and as Vic e President I have travelled in 

most of the countries of Asia, A f rica and Latin America. 

No one who has had that experience can forget that the 

majority of our f e llow human be ings still lead a hand-to-mouth 

existence ... that the world 1 s population growth is accelerating ... 

that outside sub-Sahara Africa and the Amazon Basin the amount 

of new land available for plo)ll.ng is small. 

, 
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Everyone in this roorn 1s concerned about the cost 

of hunger and malnutrition 1n hurnan misery , 1n mental 

retardation, in economic backwardness ... in t ension and disord e r. 

No generation has known th e prophecy of Is a iah b e tter than we: 

"And it shall come to pass, that when they shall b e hungry 

they shall fret themse lves , and curse the ir king and 

their God. " 

Nor indeed doe s it take much imagination to envision a 

nightmare world populated by hollow -eye d, spindly-legged, 

child r en ... g~nt and shuffling men ... emaciated mothers, in 

~ year.s. to come~J.: we do not a...c..t-.-~ ~ ' 

What is sometimes difficult to remember, amidst 

all the grim projections of a n eck and neck ~between people 

and food, is that the Malthusian trap is by no means inescapable . 
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It is within our power to throw back the jaws of that trap ... 
/ 

and to make a square rneal, like sun and air, the birthri g ht 

of eve ry human being. 

W e must certainly remind ourselves that it is primitive 

technology -- not inadequate food g rowing potential --that 

produces starvation yields in many countries today. 

Add a little fertilizer, a little water, some improved 

seed to the dust of those fields and output increases radically. 
) 

Remember also that self-help e fforts 1n countries like 

India, Pakistan and China, in Latin America and Africa, are 

beginning to pay off. We now exp e ct that the world will produce 

rnore food grain this crop year than eve r( before in man's history--

not only because of good luck or g ood weather, but because of solid, 

tangible progress in agriculture. 
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,. 

There is progress in family planning, too, even though the 

consequences of that progress -- a significant downturn in the 

world birth-rate --may yet be a decade or more away. The 

amount of resources now devoted to population planning ... the 

knowledge of contraceptive melhods .. . and public acceptance 

is at an all-time high . We ourselves will invest over 17 times 

as much foreign assistance to family planning efforts in 1968 

as we invested five short years ag o. 

Finally, we need constant reminding that it is not destiny ... 

~ -((.# t 6 
not any tragic inevitability m the human condition .. ,~abjiJ a a nd rb#,.A/v 6: 

whether children born this year grow up strong 

and h l h / . k d h 1 !!- ~rt;'~' L A~.J-,,u..,A J.,~ eat yT-- or s1c an ope ,. e ss. --:"' _. .. ~ 

Yes, there is reason to hope -- and because of it, more 

reason than ever for concer ;ted , decisive action. 
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What weapons are now at hand for our struggle against hunger? 

/ 

Food. We, and the other de v eloped nations capable of 

producing beyond our own dornestic and commercial export needs, 

have an invaluable resource which w ill buy time while developing 

countries strugg l e to their own feel ag riculturally. 

But food can be much more than a stop-gap palliative for 

farn.ines . 

In most d eve loping economi es it can be investe d, just like 

tt 

money, 1n capital impr :oveme~ which in turn increasr/ag ricultural 

self-sufficiency . Just thr ee n10nths ago, I visited a successful 

U .S. sponsored food-for-work project~ at D e mak, Indonesia, 

where irrigation tanks wer e being cleaned and restored to use,--

.,.._tons of Americ a n food were used for such projects throughout 

the developing world last year. 
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Food is the equivalent of hard cash for d eve lopment spending 

1n co untries where foreign exchange must be spent for food imports. 

developing ~con@ffl.y the differe rising real 

I 
inflationary; readmi 

Our present Food for Freedom l egislation is designed 

specifically to serve those d e v e lopm e ntal objectives. It enables 

us to do much more than simply release accidental surpluses when 

the famine signal goes up. 

W e can now produce whateve r is required to meet developmental 

d-~ve.- ~ 
n eeds, over and the d e mands of our A commercial market. c;;_----

We can offer as much food as the needs and self-help 

c.. 
effo rts of recipient nations permit them to use .constrL}fively. 

We are on the offensive. 
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But the war on hunge r 1s not an exclusively American challenge. 

It is a challenge shared by all rnankind, and all will suffer if it 

is not successfully met. 

We have therefore be g un to work with the other developed 

nations systematically to~he world's(~ucing capacity~ 
r~~~~~~~-. 
r~ . ~<-7L ~ <'t/ ~ 
T~s e of the Food Aid provisions which were 

part of the Kennedy Round negotiation and which are now before 

the Senate for ratification. 

The Food Aid Convention calls for 4. 5 million tons of 

grain tO be SUpplied by the~OnS each year,~ ' at • it A 

ll -
~ . ~ 

1,§ l'i"'b;m woattl come ft9m tflo United St:tm.' J'ft~ :::::;;:::;: ~--

wou d be provided by 9.ther developed nations in grain or cash 

(A ~~~z 
equivalent. 

~ 
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The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a Wheat Trade 

Agreement designed to assure farmers in all participating nations 

~ntnm pric~or grain sold on the international market --

-a""pric~substantially higher than that specified in the 1962 

Wheat Agreement. 

The concept of an international food aid compact was at 

first misunderstood by some developed countries --particularly 

by those which have food deficits themselves and therefore felt 

they had nothing to contributcto worl-d food requirements. 

During my visit to Europe last spring I made every effort 

to impress upon the heads of state with whom I met that all 

developed nations not only had an obligation to give what they could --

if not food, then money -- but that such assistance would also act e:;---
1' 

~world malrJ5~\lo~~~~~~~~~eerr7. 
I am proud to say we had some success. 
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Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will be only a 

be g inning -- but a g ood beginning --in s e tting a pattern for the 

future. 

'o"'''~ ~ It is a ~from which int e rnational cooperation in the 

war on hunger can be expanded, not mly for the benefit of the 

d e veloping nations but as a means of providing new markets and 

more price prote ction to farmers everywhere. 

The 0. E. C. D. and the D. A. C. have considered additional 

paths toward interna t ional cooperation in the war on hunger, as have the 

members of UNCTAD . 

W e look forward to the tim e when all develop e d nations will 

join with a ll developing nations as full participants in similar 

food and tee hnology programs. 

It is time for a world without politics when it comes to hunger. 



-10-

So international cooperation 1s a second important tool. 

Next comes technolog y --not so much the need for n ew 

t echnology, but the need to rnake better use of the t ec hnolog y we already have. 

A very few years ago we thought most farmers in the d e veloping 

nations were hopelessly cons ervative-- bound to the t e chniques 

the ir forefathers had used for literally thousands of years. 

Today, many of thos e sarne farmers have created a demand 

for fertilizer and improve d seeds that has produc e d black markets 

in a g ricultural inputs in some countries. 

Farmers ~key to Indi~s year, harvested millions 

of acres of high-yield M exican wheat developed by the Rockefeller 

Foundation -- a scant years after its introduction. Improved ---

rice varieties deve lope d at the International Rice Research Institute 

in the Philippine s are now being adapted for usein over 20 major 

rice producing countries and promise to triple or quadruple yields. 
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We can expect mor e t ec hnolog ical progress in the future. The 

United States alone investe d n e arly 900 million dollars w 50 thousand 

agricultural projects last year. The results will be new foods, 

new nutrients, better diets. 

Prospects are particularly bright for producing cheap 

protein from rough fish, soy, cottonseed, peanut products --

even crude oil. 

That kind of laboratory progress is important . But the real 

challenge before us today is to g et the benefits of what we already 

know into the hands of the farmers and the mouths of th~ children. 

That means extensig)!J work.\.::. means adapting our past 

discoveries to the needs of labor ·intensive . agriculture. 

It means localized rural radio stations and cheap transistor 

radios which carry the news of improved techniques. 

It means adequate~redit easily obtained\ inexpensive , 
), ~------------

for the farmers who are ready to invest in higher output. 
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of toil and poverty th a t is the essence of agricultural backwardness. .4-
f:l~ U.,.f-._,~~~; c.-~ ,_fr.~-;tk>~A-fl.Un 

I
LA,;;. ' t).~ ')., __ .-- ;Ct':.., c .. /-- ,.._, """ ~ ~·:.s:-9-. • 

1 
c- :A g ricultur e is a private sector enterprise in America. So 

are the production of f e rtilizer, pesticide s, farm implements. 

So are our thriving farm cooperatives. 

Even the Dve lopm ent and dissemination of n ew t e chnology 

once the exclusive pr eserve of our Land Grant college s and our 

extension service 1s incr ea singly being taken over by the private 

s e ctor. 

Today fully half of all U.S. agricultural res e arch is financed 

c.-
and condJ~ed by private firms. 

Their promotional effo rts deserve a significant part of 

the credit for keeping American agriculture up-to-date. 

So when we talk about the agricultural resources America 

has to offer to the world -- those independent farmers, those 

coope ratives, and t<i!H~ booming lM/iJW agribusiness must be counted 
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as a leading asset) ~ng with a ll the private charitable organizations that have 

already done so much. 

R ecogni z ing private initiative and investment as "the ~e st 

lor:.s-term rout e to rapid g r owth, 11 President Johnson e stablished 

an Office of Private Resourc e s in the Ag e ncy for International 

Deve lopment -- not only to facili tate American inve stment 

in developing nation s but expansion 

countries. 

sector will mean an enorn1ous market for farm equipment and 

chemicals. Ame rican farm e rs today invest roug hly 42 dollars 

per acre 1 in production supplies from the non farm sector 

each year. Japanese fanners, cultivating their small plots 

intensively and producing some of the highest yields in the world, 

~end more than that fo~ chemicals)c:uizers, ;' . ---• 
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pesticides, fungici ... des and herbicides alone. 

for all those inputs will be one important feature of a successful 

war on hunge r. 

I think the American free enterprise system can tap that 

nl.arket --a~ 
1\ 

millions 1n the process. 

Finally, let n.l.e nl. e ntion the most critical need of all --

self-help on the part of the d eve loping nations. 

L __ .. ((.!::. Some of them are already doing well. c < r eorge Woods, 

President of the World Bank put it in New Delhi a week ago, "It 1s 

earlier in their evolution, and there is much more to be done, than 

many of their governn1ents are aware . 11 

~)-.._ 
There is more to do in the 

(\. 

whole spectrum of econom1c d evelopment - - in agriculture and family plannin_5 i 

land reform, in industrial development and export promotion, in 

nl.anagement and maintenance of progress already achieved . 
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There 1s more to do shaking off dogma and doctrine that made 

good revolutions but make bad development policy . 

One of the most inhibiting of these is the outdated notion 

that foreign private investment means exploitation.~ 

colonia\ era that was surely true. But today a new breed of 

capitalists -- domesticated capitalists, if you like -- are 

ready to offer not exploitation but jobs , management, exportable 

goods, and progress . 

. I 
I 

My fellow Americans, this is a time when our national 

will-- our determination to achieve a better, safer world-- is 

being sorely tested . .. on a foreign battlefi eld ... in the quiet 

corridors of Foreign Offices around the world . .. in our cities 

here at home ... in our soul s. 
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Nowher e i s that tf'st g reater t han on the dusty plots and in the 

humble villages in the private lines of the war on hunger. 

W e know the dimensions of the battle. 

We have the weapons to fi g ht it. 

But do we have th e will to make a small sacrifice today 

for a peaceful tomorrow? Sornetirnes I f ear that Gunnar Myrdal is 

rig ht -- that w e live on) "attenti~to the business of the day 

without g iving roue h thought to the unthinkables ahead of us. " 

There is a bill befor e Congress today to extend the terms 

of a PL-480 prog ram which is surely one of the most enlightened 

docume nts in the bleak annals of international relations. 

W e must pass it. 

There is also the Pr e sident's request for a forei g n aid 

auth? 

Fully one half of the d evelopment aid in that r equest will 

be devoted specifically to war on hunger. 'L.hat, too, must pass. 
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At the turn of this century, the Arre rican poe) Edwin Markham, 

inspired by Millet's painting, "The Man with the Hof," described 

our fellow m.en who still stand today in a hundred t housand 

villages around the world: 

''Bowed by the w~ght of centuries he l eans 

Upon his hoe and gaz e s on the ground, 

The emptiness of ages in his face, 

And on his back the burden of the world." .? 
And Markham cried out: 

"0 Masters, lords and rulers in all lands, 

Is this the handiwork you g ive to God? 11 

The answer is in our hands. 

# # # 

/ 

, . 
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