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Thank you very much. Our good friend, 

Bill, my fellow members of A.F.T.R . A.: --I'd 

like to just make a few observations before I 

go into my well-prepared remarks (along the line. 

of Senator Mansfield's lack of pre- notice .) 

I want to say that after seeing that 

gag newsreel tonight, I know what is meant by 

the "other b::l dy. 11 (You're a little slow, boys.) . 

And I would like just to observe that :1 
,I 

am mig~ty happy to appear before all of you in 

radio and television, live. (I'd like to see 

what you tape- and film-cutters can do on me no.) 

I know our beloved' frieFI~'- · Senat(ijr Di·r.ksen, 
'• '. ' ·, 

was to be with us tonight, but r~a1ly whp.t you asked 

for was the "Minority Leader", and in light of the 

polls relating to this Administration, I ' d just 

like to ~ay I'm prepared to fill in . 

I would like to furth er comment that.I, . 
too, like Seriator Mansfield" was asked to "make a · 

humorous 3 to 4 minute speech"; I replied: That's 

the biggest joke of the evening . I can't even make 
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one that isn't humorous in 3 or 4 minutes . As a 

matter of fact , I haven •t even go tten around to 

sayinr hello . 
l 

Dut I do want to thank you for the home 

movlcs. TI1ey are a good deal better than anything 

I ' ve seen thus far on the networks . 

Now , let me revert for a moment back to 

my friend , Senator Dirksen . I was going to say a 

word in his behalf, but I think I 'l l not. I do 

think that because he is not here , and I ' m privi~ eBed 

t o be yielded his time, that you all oueht to le ~n 

back . 

The other evening my dear friend , Ever ~ tt , 

spoke at the Republ ican seanc e that they had he ) ~ 

in Washington a nd he mesmerized the customers fo .( 
\ 

about 40 minutes (practically up to my standards; ~ow) . 

A Possible "Coup" 

I ' ve said a number of times a few things 

about my office . By the way, I want you to know that 

ever since the 25th Amendment has been passed, the 

Marine Band plays when I come in -- you can never tell 

when there will be a coup in this town . Other Vice 

Presidents didn't even get the D. c ~ Police Band , up 

until then . 
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Continu i ty in the Vice Presidency 

I to ld all you fol ks I was going to do some-

t h in1· ror ~his office . I've said on other occasionsJ 

in all veriousnessJ that this nation needed some sense 

of continui ty . History record s that J ohn Adams said 

of the Vice Pre sidential officeJ "I t is nothing or 
' 

everything . " (It appears at t his stage that t he l at 

ter is not qu ite realized.) This country does need 

continuity. Since my dear and r.; ood f riendJ Senator 

DirksenJ is not here, sinc e Se~ator Hatfield has 

spokenJ and Senator Mansfield ·1as spoken -- I . think 

that I ought to offer myself a3 sacrifice to both 

parties-- I'm available on ei ~her ticket J come 1968 . 

There is so much ten3ion and so much divi-

s ion in our country; it seems ~,o me we ought to ~1ave 

somethin~ or someone to unite around . I've becc~e 

accustomed to coming to thes e dinners , and I don 't 

know whether you'll ever get a Vi ce President that 

will want to come as much as I do . 

11 0pportunism"to Spea1c 

So, now, let me just observe one or two 

other things because I do have very serious remarks 

here tonight . In the words of Geonse Romney, "I am 

delighted to have this opportunism to speak to you 

tonight ." 
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I want to say for my friend , George , h ' s 

a fair-minded Mr. Clean whose slogan for 1968. is 

11 not a welfare state , but a state of opportunism, 

for everyone . 11 

This is a time , you lmow , for fun and 

games for our Republican friends . Romney said that 

Percy was an opportunist; Percy said Romney was a 

gentleman ; Barry Goldwater said he was for Dick 

Nixon , and Dick Nixon said he was leaving the 

country. I think that sort of takes care of the 

partisan situation for the evening . 

Senator Dirksen and Co~sular Treaty 

I'm very sorry Ev isn't here, because I 

wanted to indicate why he'd c o~e out for the Con-

sular Treaty. You may wonder what convinned hin; to . 
do so. Well, there was some very high-level ne~~ -

tiations that were taking place -- the Russians 

agreed to make the Marigold the national flower of 

the Soviet Union; Secret~ry Rusk assured Ev that he 

wouldn't commit a consulate ~n Pekin, Illinois; and 

the Russians agreed to sell copies of "Gallant Men" 

in the Soviet Union. CBS will finally get there, 

I guess. 

Rebuilding the Democrati c Party 

I want to make one or two other observations 

here that I had in mind. 
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Bill Roberts has really laid down the 

gauntlet tonight. He mentioned that I'd been g i en 

the mission of rebui lding the Party -- and i n th 

presence of John Bailey . 

have done that . Or even in the presence of Larry 

O'Brien, I don 't think he should have done that 

either . 

In the words of Wil l Rogers , "Neither 

John Bailey, nor Larry O'Bri en nor Hubert Humphrey 

belong to any organized Party ··- we 1 re Democrats . " 

For the life of me, - can ' t imagine why 

all of these commentators worr; about Democratic 

Party "organization." We neve r have ; what are ~ou 

worried about it for? 

But, Bill, I want to say abou t my Demo 

cratic associates, as compared t o the Republican3 
! 

(even with the list that you gave us) we g ive real 

meaning to the immortal words that are f ound in so 

many places, "E Pluribus Unum. " Because we're a 

closely knit family; we're literally kissin' and ·· 

lovin 1 cousins, compared to Reagan and Rockefeller, 

Javits and Thurmond, Percy and Tower, Romney and 

Goldwater, and Nixon and Kuchel. But we really 

do hope that the boys do get along together for a 

little while . 
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Mergers 

Tonight, I want to talk about mergers. 
I 

(I hope Lhat my frie nd who journeyed with me out to 

.St . Louis j_ c not here tonight from the Anti-Trust 

Division . ) 

There are some things that we ought to 

ta l k about . I'm not sure that all of these merg _rs 

are really helpful . Some are and so me aren 1 t. ~o'v 

you take CBS and the New York Yankees . I don't 

really know which happened to what or what happened 

to whom in that one. Then, there vras NBC and RCA . 

That's pretty good ; got a lo t of c i tat ions . The.re 1 s 

Time and Life and General Learnlng ; and I want to 

tell my friends from Time and Li.fe , considering · 

what Keppel's been doing to Ge neral Learning , ycu 

all better look after your jobs. 

Then, there is 1tlest inghous e and Betty . 

Furness or should I say the Whit e House and Letty 

Furness . Then, there is ABC and ITT; I don't know 

why they want to get together; ITT already owns Avis. 

But possibly it 11 Hertz" not to own ABC . 

Relations with the President 

Ladies and gentlemen , I thought tonight I 

ought to tell you of my relationship with the White 

House. Some of my friends have asked , "How are you 

getting along with the President?" I have a lways 

repliect, "Just exactly as the President wants me to 
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get along with the President . " But I 

that that's enough to convince people who are af:licted 

w th the virus of the credibility gap . I must quote 

Disraeli 'i'lho explained his success with Queen Victoria . 

I want you to know tonight -- whoever may be in this 

room- ·.-:'roever aspires to be Vice President , this should 

be your code ; and don 't you ever, ever even defe ~t 

one inch . Disraeli said of his relationship wit1 

Queen Victoria and explained his success -- ( anj 

this is the secret to the Johnson-Humphrey syndrJme, too) 

"I never refute; I never contradict; and I sometimes 

forget . 11 

All of that is so helpful . 

But in a moment like tris I do believe that 

a word of serious thought is well in line. We 1 v3 

heard from two very fine public servants, a dist,lng

uished new United States Senator who honors his state 

and h~s office, and from, in my mind, one of the finest 

gentlemen who ever served in the Senate of the United 

States, this distinguished Majority L~cfder, Mike ' ' 

Mansfield. 

Controversy, Dissent and Popula'ri ty 

These are days of controversy and days of 

dissent, days of division. Needless to say~ we W?rry 

about these divisions, and we arc , nt times , concerned 

even about the dissent. But I would suggest that we 

remember the words of one who, on other occasions, 

.. 
·• 
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has -been at your dinners-- now departed , but a 

spirit in our nationa l l ife , never ever reaching 1the 

Pres idency , but always carryinc with him t he cha~acter 

ana the nub ility that would have graced any office . 

The man I refer to is Ad lai Stevenson who 

gave the defini tion of a free society . He said a 

free society is a society "where it is safe· to be 

unpopular ." 

With that succinct , concise phrase, th '• 

whole story of freedom is embodied . Because it ,: 

not always necessary to be popular , but it is ve·y, 

very important to be free. I can 1 t help but thi.1k 

what Thomas Jefferson said in his first Inaugural 

as I tried to think what I migh t . say to you toni ~ht ,-

that woul d be worthy of your attention. 

Power of Press, RGdio -TV 

I You are the men and the women who conv t- Y 

the news programs and enterta inment , cultural li r e, 

information and education to the Amer ican peo ie . - ··· · 

The power of radio, the power of television 

are almost beyond our imagination. The integrity of 

men or women who operate or manage the outlets df 

radio or television is absolute ly essential to 

a free ·society . 

Jefferson recogni zed that there is always· 

the possibility of human fallibility. He said in 

his Inaugural Address, "The error of opinion may 
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be toler ated where r eason is left free to cambat :"_t , 11 

v.fhatever we may think of those who dis ·e.:;ree 

with us , \-Jha tever may be the view of those in pov;er 

and to those who challenge that power , and the d '? 

cisions of those in power, let it not be forgott ]n 

that wher e t here is freed om of reason or where r3ason 

is lef t free to combat any opinion, free dom does 

prevail . 

No Short Cuts to Security 

I happen to be one who believes that t 1ere 

are no short cuts to national security . I happe 1 to 

believe that the struggle with tyranny is not a 

hundred-yard dash, but an endurance race . And i f 

there are no short cuts to national security, tr. n 

I think it can be said with equal definiteness a nd 

candor that there are only short cuts to defeat. 

Speaking Out 

So, my message to you tonight is to persevere 

in respect for the right of dissent and not to yield 

to the temptation to hush it. Persevere in the path 

that this nation sets for itself and do not be 

deflected or diverted to les s important duties. 

Persevere in the cause of freedom and its protection 

and remember that we are v1here we ure , not because we 

were indecisive, not because we · were weak , and not 

because we were without principles. 



-10-

We are where we are, because we stood 

fast when it was needed; we stood firm when it w s 

required j and we had great faith when the need wa .'. 

there to have that faith . 

Salute to TV-Radio 

I salute the radio and television corres

pondents. I salute all of those associated with t hem 

in the United States of America. I do it, becau e I 

happen to believe that with whatever limitations or 

weaknesses we, as human beings, may exhibit from· 

t1. me to time, as Winston Churchill said, "Democ··acy 

is the worst possible form of government except i ll 

others." And what we do with our weaknesses is 3till 

the best, regardless of all others. 

Thank you very much. 

###I !=II 
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Finally, on a more serious note. 

It was only a few days ago that a special Presidential Commission brought to our country a clear wa . ~ rn1ng a . 
that unles ~ 

-- warmng 
' s men of good '11 Wl were willing to act and t . 0 g1ve their personal commitment . ' our Amer1ca · h mlg t be permanently divided into two separate and unequal societies. 

2E I could not help but be reminded on that occasion that Abraham Lincoln had warned us more than a century before that 
11

a house divided against itself cannot stand. 
11 

Also , only a few days ago, a good friend of mine turned to rne after reading the rnorning newspa~ and said: "There just isn
1
t any good news here. l 1ve never been so discouraged. I just 

don 1 t see any daylight anywhere. 
11 



Strange, that in a time of such general material 

prosperity we should feel such concern and even, at times, 

discouragement. 

Y et, for Americans, not so strange. 

For I believe the spirit of this country is such that we can 

never be satisfied until our higher dreams and aspirations are 

achieved. 

I think America can prevail. 

4E 

. that we shall. I have confldence 

For, in the words of Presiden w t is not t Harry T rurnan, 1 

h . k our obligations. our nature to s lr h ·tage that We have a erl 

greatest resource o constitutes the f this nation . 

h te r of the American p. eopl~ " .. t and c arac \ sp1r1 

### 

I call it the 
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