
REMARKS 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

J.. Tney return from what is surely one of tn~ost 

difficult conflicts this nation has ever known ... a distant 

war ... a war in which our restraint and our judgement -
are being tested as much as our power. 

L It is a war, nevertheless, to ~nd those enduring 

ideals for which Ameri cans have always oeen willing to -
sacrifice --national independence, self determination -
human freedom, and staOIEWJasting peace. 
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have fought so well in Vietnam:; We know wnat you nave 

done. Your nation is proud of you. We are deeply grateful. 

/, True
1 

you do not return to the parades and orass bands 

tnat have greeted many veterans in tne past. 

/..J.. ndeed, the loudest sounds you may hear are those 

of our democracy deoating its course at home and aoroad. - ---- -= L But do not mistake the sounds of democracy in action 

as thanklessness~ke them as proof that the United 

States is still a free country ... a place where people nave 

the right to speak up --even if we totally disagree with 

tnem ... a nation wortny of our sacrifice. ,I --< No repayment is truly enou: for the pri ce America's 

veterans have paid in Vietnam and elsewherei But we 

are doing our oest to provide for those who have fought for 

us ... for their wives and children ... for their widows and 

orpnans. 
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L- A new G. I. Bill of Rights is today helping 400 thousand 

ex-servicemen and women continue their educations/ 

L ~·0 I 

Two hundred thousand Vietnam _.-veterans have already 

purchased homes under VeteransAdministration -insured 

mortgages. 

J..... In Januar~ President Jonnson asked Congress to 

increase G. I. home loans from seven thousand five 

hundred dollars to ten tnousand dollars.~he President 

has also called for expanded health and vocational 

renaoilitation services for veterans. 

~ Tnose are practical, oasic oenefits --familiar in one 

way or another to most veterans of World War II and Korea. 

4_ut now) for the first time; we nave begun to recognize 

an entirely new dimension in our puolic obligation to 

America•s veterans --an ooligation to assure every veteran 

full and equal opportunity in the society he has helped 

\ to defend . .... 
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L Full freedom to enjoy ~e. ~rty and the pursuit 

of happiness has always been an American dream, If
has become a reality for a vast majority of our citizens. 

L But as we are all painfully awar1 some have been 

left out• They have been disabled by poverty ..• by rural 

backwardness and urban blight. .. by discrimination •.. 

by inadequate education ••. yes, sometimes by public neglect. 

JT II II . I( 
~he left-out people of America rightly want to be~ 

in!' And this nation is moving as never before to see that .... ... 
they are. 

/.. There are American veterans who bear the wounds 

of poverty and blighted opportunity --wounds more painful -
and debilitating than many received in battleJwe are 

determined that those wounds shall be healed. 

How? -
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" The first step is to give disadvantaged young Americans 

a better chance to enter the serviceJ Roughly 1. 8 million 

young men reach military age each year in the United 

States. As many as 600 thousand of them --fully a third -

are unable to qualify for inductio~ n some areas the 

failure rate for draftees ran as high as 60 per cent. 

/....-answer is Project One Hundred Thousand, 

designed to provide special preparation before basic .. ~-~ 
training to draftees and volunteers otherwise unable to -
pass their induction tests. 

"'Project One Hundred Thousand work~ Ninety-six 

per cent of the first 50 thousand participants graduated 

from basic training-- almost the same rate as for all 

traineesJ..some went on to non-commissioned officer 

schools.k_ n this, its second year, and in each year from 

now on, a hundred thousand men will be enrolled. 
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~ Those men are learning skills that will mean 

successful military service.l.!.hey are earning too-

dignity and opportunity. -
LBut there is something else I consider important. 

They are getting their first chance to serve their country
6 

~You may remember John Stuart Mill's observation: 

'' Let a man have nothing to do for his country and he will 

have no I ove for it. I 

~ 
men who are about to re-enter civilian life 

without adequate civilian job skills, there is training 

under Project Transition in the last six months of service1 

~ n classrooms and at work benches
1 

through counseling and 

job placement services, they are prepared for new civilian ______ ) 

jobs-- aQQ Jgr livoli iaat kil'lh' Iii' a ~nvio1u:ly hee.n 

~e"ied tl 1e111. 



L In additionJ the Veterans Administration has vastly 
, --~~~7t 

expanded its counselling service-- not in hard-to-find~-~;; .. 
~ ... ,,' 

government offices) but right in the battlefield and in - • 

the hospitals,. ?./) - U .,tc.~ 
L. The Departmen o a or has established a nationwide, 

personalized employment service to help every returning 

veteran find work that means something to him. 

L All of this adds up to more than a fresh start for the 

returning veteran. It means new resources of leadership 

and talent for communities across America. 

l.J.o make the best use of those resource} President 

Johnson has now proposed the Veterans in the Public 

Service Act of 1968. This act would provide incentives to 

encourage men who have already demonstrated their 

devotion to their nation to serve further -- in the 

school room or the hospital ward, in pol ice and fire 

departments, in the rural hollows and urban sl urns --

wherever Americans need help. 
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~ A week ago we read these bleak lines in our morning 

papers: "Our nation is moving toward two societies, one 

black, one white -- separate and une ual " Perha s 

But not in the armed forces. 

L Not in veterans hospitals, which you helped integrate 

back in 1953. 

L Not in the VFW. 

L And not in the hearts of men of all colors and creeds 

who have fought and bled for their country under just one 

_na~ --American. -f;t'lti~1-?G ~~. 
L(ver since President Truman 's courageous 1948 order 

integrating the armed forces( American armed forces have 

been out front in real integration -- integration not just 

in law or in words, but in practice. 



have lived together
1 

trained together, fought together 

and come to know each other as they never would have 

in their home towns. 

L"Heart is heart, blood is blood --what difference 

does race make?" . s~ ~- ~fJ(oo,l. f{fje.. 

L Those are the words I heard from our men in Vietnam. 

/!.here are two simBie but important lessons for our 

times in that experience: 

Z First, integration works. f c:. t 

It improves morale and increases fighting strength 

by giving every soldier a feeling that he has a stake worth 

defending in America. 

~ And I don't need to give this audience the statistics 

to prove that courage ..• willingness to volunteer for 

hazardous duty .•. bravery in the face of the enemy ... are 
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~ '-- The second lesson is this: Those supposedly 
human 

deep-rooted, I ife-1 ong, built-in/prejudices do not take - . .. 
generations to disappear.lJJ.here there is an important -job to be done --and where there is equal opportunity 

and equal dignity for all--prejudice seems to evaporate 
-~ 

fairly quickly. 

/_ We can ask a young man to put on a uniform and 

send him to a combat zone. 

/...sut far too often we do not permit him to live and 

work on equal terms at home. 

LHe can become an officer and have ultimate 

responsibility for the very lives of American ~n 
the battlefield. 

(,But it's far more difficult for him to become the 

officer of a corporation here at home. 
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~We trust him with the most complex and sophisticated 

weapons ever devised when the safety of this nation is 
4 • 

at stake. 

/... But we too often don't trust him with responsibility 

for an assembly line when the very ideal of democracy 

is being tested here at home. 

We offer him an integrated bunker but not an 

integrated neighborhood. I 
• 

~This country cannot afford to let its first-class 

soldiers return to second-class citizenship --and that 

is just what is happening to far too many Vietnam veterans 

today. 

(We have made enormous progress toward equal 

opportunity in these past few years --especially in 

building a solid framework of Ia ws and programs for 

the future. 
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L But no law or program will produce results quickly 

enough to make sure that every serviceman returning 

from Vietnam carries the equal opportunity of the service 

with him into his community. 

L Nothing a grateful President can say will equal the 

impact of a community which says, "Thank you, Mr. 

Serviceman. We're proud and happy to have you back 

among us.,, 

L So I call on you as veterans ••• as men who are now 

employers and mayors and city council men and 

community leaders ... to make sure your whole community 

does reach out to these men. 

L Visit them in their homes as soon as they return. 

L. Find out what kind of work they are interested in. 

L Call their special abilities to the attention of your 

public officials. 



-13-

l.Jell them about the new opportunities for public -
service jobs with decent salaries that have opened up 

si nee they have been away. 

[ See that they get hired ..• that their wives and -
families are welcomed ••• that the real America they 

return to looks as much as possible like the ideal they 

have been fighting to defend. 

L. And help America mobilize this new generation 

of veterans, Keep them together, not only as a force for 

a better A me ric~ but as living proof that America ca~ 

and will make full citizenship a reality for all. 

L Why not, for instance, new VFW posts in 

neighborhoods and even on college campuses where 

there are increasing numbers of veterans today? 
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L Why not a special "buddy system" where each of your 

members will take on responsibility for helping a r eturning 

veteran find work~ housing) education if he needs it? 

L Now) more than eve~. our country needs citizens 

such as yourselves, willing to help provide job;, schooling, 

decent housing) recreational facilities where they I ive, 

L For, if we fail , it will not be so much because any 

specific government failed. It will be because our free 

society failed . 

. . . because taxpayers waited for someone else to pay 

for community services; 

• • • because Chamber of Commerce and union members 

in a thousand American cities did not throw open 

the doors of job opportunity; 

••• because government officials were more concerned 

with their precious jurisdictions than with the 

people living within them; 
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• . . because school boards and PTA's forgot the cost 

of ignorance in a free society; 

because builders, land developers, and real estate 

people failed to meet a national housing crisis; 

• • . because a complacent or fearful majority ignored 

the long-deferred rights and aspirations of an 

increasingly impatient minority. 

We have problems. But as President Johnson 

observed in his State of the Union Message: 

"If ever there were a Nation capable of solving its 

problems, it is this Nation. 

"If ever there were a time to know the pride and 

excitement and hope of being an American, it is this time." 
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And if ever there were a time when our society 

needed the competent and courageous leadership of 

men willing to stand up for their country-- America's 

veterans -- it is now. 
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REMARKS 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HU.MPHREY 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 11. 1968 

I eome here today to visit with you as a fellow American. 

1 come today to reason with you about the p:roblems of our nation. 

I do not come here in the spirit of partisanship, region or any foa-m 

of prejudice. 

Our eo\Ultry faces very difficult da.ys.. '\Ve have a hard 

struggle on our hands in Southeast Asia. We are called upon to man 

the ramparts of f:-eedonJ. in many other parts oi the world. We .face 

difficulties here at home in our cities and rural areas. And yet~ 

here we are, the richest nation on the fa.ee of this earth, endowed 

with great resources of skill and teeh.aology,. of wealth and abundance .. 

Still, with all of this. we have the poor, the needy, the unhappy and 

the bitter. 

We ba.ve the problerns in our citiea, the problems with our 

you.ag and the needs for our elderly . • • • On the international scene 

~re are difficulties the likes ,of which this country has not faced 

tor many a year. 
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But I tell you this only to remind you that we have the capacity. 

we have the means, we have the wherewithal to meet every one of 

these problems at home and abroad. 

Do We Have the Will? 

The only question before this nation ia: Do we have the will? 

And I am here to talk to you about that. That is why you are 

here in Washington. And you:r preaence in this eity is · o welcomed 

and so needed; we really need to hear the voice of the people, and we 

need to hear from you. 

America needs to be told once again that it is a great land. 

a great people. a great aation. The strong. confident voice of fellow 

Americans must be beard throu.Jjb.out this land .... not the voices of 

doubt or cynicism. not the voiees f weakness or despair, but the 

voices of confidence, the voices of strength. the voices of jllStiee 

and determination. 

I don't know any organization in the United States that more 

typifies that voice of confidence and ol strength . • • that voic::e of 

justice and determination . . • than the voice of the VFW. 

The late President Kennedy &aid to this nation five ye&r• ago: 

"Freedom and peace are not cheap; we. or moat 

of u.s, shall live out our ives in a period of perU, 

challenge, and da.nger.H 
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Ladies and gentlemen, that is a. concise description of the 

laat half' of the ZOth Century. 

There isn't any doubt that we live in a pe.riod of peril and of 

danger and of ehallenge. And knowing that this i& the kind of a 

period in which we live. then we must gbd ourselves for the battle. 

We cannot shrink away from duty. We cannot withdraw into our 

shells. We cannot leav~ the world as it it were of no eonc:e.rn of ours. 

We have no choice-· that ia if we want to be a great ~ople., orthy 

of our heritage -- except to take our stand and to remember tha.t this 

orld of ours shrinks in size every day, even as it intensifies in 

danger. 

If there is any one concern I have as an American today. it 

is this growing development in our land that somehow or another the 

problems of the world are too big for u.s; that we need to withdraw; 

that we need to com.e home; that we need to get away from it all. 

My fellow Americans, if that should become the poliey of thi.• 

landJ then the best days of this nation hAve already been lived .. 

'\Ve cannot retreat from any place ..• and I can tell you that 

we don't intend to retreat from. any place l 

I do not come here today to discus• with you the intimate 

detaUs of military strategy or policy. I am. not the Commander-in- · 

Chief. But I am his loyal Vice President, and I am proud of it. 



-4-

I am not coming here today to discuss with you the most 

recent developments at the front in Vietnam. or the many fronts; 

you know them. You will be hearing from people in your deliberations 

who will be able to give you a great deal of detailed. pertinent 

info nna.tion. 

I want to talk to you a little about our purpose. why we are 

doing what we are doing. and why we need your help. 

And • • • before 1 forget it . • . to express thanks and 

appreciation for your help. What a tower of strength you have been. 

Now, «new generation of fighting men is returnbtg to America, 

and, I believe I am correct, ov-er 45.000 of ~ese men have already 

become members of thia great organization. Many more will become 

members, and it wUl be a wise decision on their part. 

They return from. what surely is one of the most difficult 

conflicts that this nation baa ever known. They return from a distant 

war -· regrettably not very well understood by their civilian coUAter• 

parts. They return from a war in which our restraint and our judgment 

are being tested as much as our power. 

The .Lonely Struggle 

It is a war, .neverthel ess. my fellow Am.ericans .. to defend 

those enduring ideals for which Americana have alwaya been willing 
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to stand and sacrifice: national independence, self-determination, 

human freedom and, above all --a stable and lasting peace. 

Remember, the battle for peace is a lonely struggle. Only the 

courageous ·dare lllake it. Peace does not come with appeasement, if 

we have learned anything in the last fifty years, nor does it come with 

reckless use of unlimited power. It comes with prudent judgment. 

It comes with determination. It comes with a willingness to see things 

through. 

Now, this war, or this struggle, is one in which our national 

security is involved. Make no mistake about itlJ' The l oss of Southeast 

Asia as a part of the free war d would upset the very delicate balance 

of power in this worl d today in a very dangerous manner. 

The attack i8 on at several fronts. Not only in Vietnam -- but 

in Laos, in Thailand, in Burma. The Communists are playing for 

keeps. This is no small-time struggle. It is of significant proportions. 

This is a war, the outcome of which is vital to the future of 

Free Asia. And, therefore, it is vital to the future of the United States 

of America. 

There are those who say: 11 Why stand here? Why not wait and 

see what happens and stand some place else? It 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I believe that this generation of 

Americans -- your generation of Americans -- has learned the danger 
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of delay. · of appeuement, of waiting. We do not want Armageddon 

on the installment plan. We think it. is better to take our stand before 

it is too l ate. 

This c .ODftict is not so much a test ot our strength as of our 

will. The outcome will be decided not only by what happens in Vietnam 

but what happens in. the United States of America. And that is why 

you are here J 

Remember that Ho Chi Minh and General Giap. the strategists 

of the COl'l'lmUl1iets of North Vietnam" have said that this st:ruggle 

would be won in Washington and America, just as they said they won 

their last one .. - in Paris. 

All the more reason, therefore. that the citizenry of this 

country understand the stakes, the meaning of the struggl e ••• and 

all the m.ore important that you carry that message to the people. 

Great Decisions 

I often say to myself, and I say it to you, what kind of a 

world do you think this would be today, after your sacrifices in World 

War ll, if Mr. Trw:nan., then President of the United States, had 

backed off when Joaef Stalin said, uwe are going to ha.ve Iran. u (And 

he said so, only a year after the end of hoetUities.) But President 

Truman said: 11You are 110t going to have it. You are going to get out, 

and, if you don •t, we are com.ing to see that you do get out. u 
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What kind of a world do you think this would be had Mr. Tl'Uman 

not had the courage in his tim.e &f Command-in-Chief to say that Greece 

and Turkey should not become a. part of the Communist empir ? 

And, he enunciated the Truman Doctrine, which was not a 

popular doctrine in its time~ 

What kind of a world do you think this would be had we not met 

the threat of the Berlin Crisis in 1948? Our answer was the Berlin 

Airlift, when ceiling was zero and a million people had to be fed and 

clothed, and given fuel. 

What kind of a world would it be today bad someone not bad the 

courage to f.aee Communist invasion in Korea? When it appeared. if 

you plea·se. that we were almost defeated, barely banging on·- only to 

· come back. And today, there is an independent South Korea, even 

though it lives under constant threat. 

What kind of a wor1. d would it have been bad we not faced up to 

Mr. Khrushchev at Cuba .•• in the milleile crisis? 

Ladies and gentlemen, every one of these decisions was a 

tough one. every one a£ them fraught with danger. At least one o£ 

them-- Korea --involved thouS&Dda of dead and h\llldreds of thousands 

o! casualties. Yet I think the theught!Ui people in thi s wor{d know 

that ~very one of those decisions was vital . • • not just to the United 

States ••• but vital to a peace because there ie no peace where the 
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law of. the jungle prevails. There is no peace where aggreesion is 

condoned. There is no peace where subversion and intimidation are 

the pattern of human and political conduct. 

The battle for peace is a lonely battle. It is not for the weak 

or the timid or the cowardly. It is for the strong. 

What Do We Seek? 

And to those who today accuse our nation of not wanting peace, 

let me say that this nation has sacrificed thousands of its sons in the 

cause ot peace since Wortd War II. We have done as much or more 

than any combination of nations. The fact that there is a wor1d today 

in which there ie a hope for peace is in no small measure due to the 

gallantry of the•e men who have fought for it, and to the decisions 

of this Republic, since World War II-- the decisions to take our 

stand rather thaA to let the power of Communist tyranny, of imperialism, 

of aggre•sion.,. run wild. 

Aggrea•ion UDchecked is aggression unlea.shed. 

And,. mark my words, every signatory to the Charter of the 

United Nations has a. solemn obligation under the terms of that Charter 

to resist aggression ..... those are the words -- a.nd to promote se !

determination. 

I will simplify my statement by saying this . • . that the highest 

.call of statesmanship is the search for a just and enduring peace. That 



-9-

has been the quest of this nation. We have never sought anyone•s 

territory. We have never sought to domtnate any people. We ha.ve 

never sought dominion or domain. And those who are our critics 

know it. 

The threat to peace is not from America? and the roadblock 

to paace in this struggle in Vietnam is not in Washington. It is else

where. It is in Hanoi, and it is ia the minds of the Communiats. 

I want you to carry this message of our relentless pursuit for 

a just and honorable peaee -- one that is worthy of free men. 

We seek to destroy no one. We seek to conquer no one. But 

we do seek to help people in that great process that we call nation

building. We do seek to help to promote national security for ourselves 

and for others. We do eek to promote national development. !or 

ourselves and for bthers. 

We bow that freedom and independence are mea.r1ingless 

without security and without development. We know there is no 

development without securityi and there is no tlecurity without deve op• 

ment. 

We Americans know these thi.tags, and the sooner we make this 

mesttage c .ear to the whole world, the aoo.aer these bagic struggles 

wUl be brought to a conclusion. 
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Oh, how America today needs a clear. unequivocal voice of 

conviction and detennination. Not to he belligerent, not to be bellicose, 

not with the voice of a conquerer, but with the voice of a protecte-r, 

the voice of a Dation that ha• committed its reso\lrces and its people 

to the greatest commitment of all: a real, meaningful, just and 

enduring peace. Tbat is what this country is all about. 

That is what Abraham. Lincoln said. That ia what he meant 

when he said: 11 This is the last, best hope of earth. 11 And we are. 

Ladies and gentlemen, if we falter in our responsibility, what 

hope is there? 

If we, with our stre.ngth and our wealth and our ability, are 

incapable of meeting the thrust of the a.ggre•aor • the taetic8 o! the 

guerrilla, the intimidation and the subversion of the Communist, then 

who is capable of it? What hope is there ill this world? 

Regrettably, the mantle of leadership brings no privilege.e. r 

The mantle of leadership gives you no benefits, no luxury. Leader

ship today imposes a terrible duty and burien upon one --individually 

or as a nation. 

And, whether we lna.it or not, my fellow Americans, we are 

leaders. 

Now, we can abandon it, but if we do we will pay the horrible 

price -- if not now. later on. 



-11-

I don't think e are going to abandon it. 

So let me say, on behalf of all Americans, especially to those 

who have fought -o well in Vietnam: We know what you have done. 

Your nation is proud of you. We are humbly and deeply gre.teful. 

Speak Up for Freedom. 

True, you do not return to the parades and the brass bands 

that have greeted many veterans in the past. Indeed, the loudest 

sounds that the veteran of Vietnam may hear is that of our democracy 

debating ita course at home and abroad. But do not mistake the sounds 

of democracy in action as thanklessness. Take them as proof that 

the United States iB still a free country • a place where people have the 

right to speak up, even if we totally disagree with them . • . a nation 

worthy of our sacrific-e. 

My fellow Amerieau.s, 1 do not believe blhhushing people's 

voices. but I ask you to speak. up. Speak up for what you believe in, 

speak up I. or your '1tX>n'rietions, just as others pedmup for theirs. 

No • no repayment is truly enough for the price that America's 

veterans have paid in Viemam and el sewhere. I want to talk to you 

a little bit about the future. 

I haven •t any doubt as to the ultimate outcome of this struggle in 

Vietnam. 1 have no doubt that the American people will see it through; 

but I do want to make sure that the enemy understand& it. I want our 
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enemy to know that we are not sunshine patriots. I want him to know 

that if it is good or if it is ba.d. we can take it. I want that enemy 

to know that his cause ia hopeless, and that inevitably his purpose 

will be defeaU,d. And the sooner that the enemy knows that, as a 

message from Am.erica and the free world, the sooner there wU1 be 

peace ••. peace in Vietnam and peace throughout this world. 

Make no mistake about it -- your government will fulfill its 

duty. Whatever may be your views as to whether we do the best or 

not, there is one thing I would think all Americans would agree on: 

We have over a half a million men in the field in Vietnam. I think 

they are worthy of our support. 

They are also worthy of great care when they return. We are 

doing our best to provide for tho e who have fought for us, their 

wives and their children. their wido s and their orphans. 

It ie true, my fellow Americans, that the people that are 

making the saerifice in this struggle are the men that are there. and 

their loves ones back here .. 

Paying the BUb 

Quite frankly, the rest of us are not doing much sacrificing. 

And it i• interesting to note that those who complain the loudest a.:re 

not the one& who are sacrificing the most. 
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I hope that in your deliberations you will consider all of these 

matters. Might I even say, paying the bill for this struggle. 

I don't think Americans feel very clean at heart when they know 

that they have not even committed time nor effort to this cause, when 

so 'D'lAny of their neighbors have had a boy who has been wounaed, a 

son who has been killed. The l east that we can do is to want t~khare 

in some of the cost. I know it is not easy to as-k people to pay taxes. 

But, my fellow Americam, we are not only in trouble in 

Vietnam ..• we have to protect the value of the dollar •.• we have 

to make sure that this economy remains strong so that when that 

veteran returns, he comes home to an economy that offers him a job 

and a decent place to live. And I know of no better way to do it than 

to live up to our responsibilities . • • to at least pay the bill as we 

go on in this struggle. 

It is always good to put things in perspective. Just before 1 

left, I was presiding over the Senate --we always have a few debates 

up there on these matter$, as you know. I want and called the Defense 

Department to give me a figure, which I want to give you here today. 

One of the great miracles of this war is the fine hospital care. the 

medical care that's been given our men. The helicopter has given 

us mobility. Thos-e brave men that go in the midst of battle and lift 

out the wounded. 1 have seen them do it. I have been there. 
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So1ne of the bravest men in the world. in this wa-r, do not even 

carry a gun. They go right in, these corpsmen. Som.e of them who 

have religious scruples about comba-t have gone in bravely to rescue 

people. And our quality ol care U. something that every mother and 

father can be proud of. 

91/Z. per cent o! the wounded in this war return to duty. And 

the number who are picked up from the battlefield is far beyond. any

thing that we have ever known before • . • quick hospitalization, 

prompt medical care. Within 25 to 30 minutes. a wounded man is back 

to a base hospital. receiving the beat that his nation and this world 

c:an pr<nride. 

I am Dlighty proud of that. We do everything we can to even 

make it better. 

Obliptiona to the Returnin& Veteran 

But when that veteran returns, that is where we come into some 

other matters that need to be discussed. 

Now. ~have been doing something about this in your Congress, 

and in the Adminietration. A new GI Bill of Rights is today helping 

400.000 ex-servicemen and women continue their educations. Already 

200,000 Vietnam veterans have purchased bom.ea under Veterans 

Administration insured mortgages. 
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In January of this year, President Johnson asked Congress to 

increase GI Home Loans from $7,500 to $10,000. He also a&ked for 

expanded health and vocational rehabilitation services for veterans. 

Those are pnctical, basic: benefits, the ones I have mentioned; they 

are familiar to you because they came to most of the veterans of 

World War U and Korea. 

But now, for the first time, we have begun to recognize an 

entirely new dimension in our public obligation to America's veterans.-

a.n obligation to assure every veteran full and equal opportunity in the 

society he has helped to d~fend; full freedom to enjoy life, liberty 

and the pursuit ol happiness .. 

This is the American dream and the Alnerican promise. It 

has becotne a reality for most of us, at least for a vast majority of 

our citizens. 

But, as we all are painfully aware, some of our fellow Americana 

have been left out. They have been disabled by poverty . . • by rural 

backwardness a.nd urban blight ••. by d.iacrimination .•• by 

inadequate education .•. yes. sometimes by just sheer public neglect. 

The left-out p,eople of America rightly want to be let in. And 

this nation is moving e.a never before to see that they a.re. 
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Healing the Wounds 

This is going to be one of the dividends of this time and period 

of trial. There are American veterans ho bear the wounds of poverty 

and blighted opportunity-- ounds more pa.inlul and debilitating than 

many received in battle. The wounds of battle, thank goodness, many 

tilnes are healed. The question is. will the wounds of poverty and 

blighted opportunity be healed? 

We are determined that these wounds shall be healed. The 

question is! How? 

The first step ia to give disadvantaged young Amerh:ans a 

better chance to enter the service. Roughly 1, 800,000 young men 

reach military age each year in our country, and aa many as 600,. 000 

of them -- fully a third -- are unable to qualify for induction. This 

is fr-4quently due to deficiency in education, or ome minor deficiency 

in health that is correctable. 

In some areas the failure rate for draftees runs as high as 

60 per cent. And I think it ought to be knoW!l that where there is a 

high rate of failure in induction in one area, it means that another 

area must pick it up. So everybody has a stake in this. 

One answer that we have proposed is Project 100,000 ..... 

designed to provide special preparation before basic training to draftees 

and volunteers otherwise unable to pass their induction tests. 

• 
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Project 100,000 -- it tells the number ·- works. Ninety ... aix 

per cent of the first 50,000 participants graduate• from basic training, 

almost the same rate as for all traineea. 

Some went on to noncommissioned officer schools. In this. its 

second year, and in aach year from now on. 100,000 more men will 

be enrolled. These men are learning skills. They are getting an 

education. Their health is being improved. And these skills will 

mean successful militai")Y service. and, after military service, a better 

life. 

Above all, they are earning dignity and opportunity. and that is 

what this country should and must stand for. But there is something else 

that I consider important. They are getting their first chance to serve 

their cotu1try. And $'emember the words of a great British philosopher, 

John Stuart MUl. who said~ "Let a man have nothing to do for his 

counh'Y,. and he will have no love for it. u 

Ladies and gentlenlen, when you are left out, as the kids ay. 

you just bug out. You don't care. 

"Let a man have nothing to do for his country. and he will have 

no love for it. n 

To put it m the affirmative: "Let a man have something to do 

for his country, let him be a part of it, involved in it, and he will 

love it. 11 
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What Are We Doing? 

For those men ho are about to re-enter civilian life, without 

adequate civilian job skills, there is now training under Project 

Transition in the la t six months of service. Many of you rnea never 

knew these things in your service. In classrooms and at wot-k benches. 

through coun&eling and job plaeement services, they are prepar~<l for 

new civilian jobs. 

In addition, the Vetera.D3 Administration has vastly expanded 

its co1mseling aervice _ .. not in those ba.rd•to-!ind government offices, 

but right on the battlefield and in the hospitals. Two of these service 

stations are now in Vietnam. Five more are opening. There a.re ZO 

centers in the in the ~0 major eities of the United States -..-ten already 

established. ten more by the end of thi mouth, with many more to 

come. There are 57 regional offices and 166 veterans hospitals, with 

improved cOUJUfelmg service for- the returned veteran.. 

The Department of Labor has established a nationwide per

sonalized employmeat serviee to help every returning veteran find 

work that means something to him.. 

Now. all o£ this adds up to something that I would like to call 

just a fresh start to the ~turning veteran. It means new resources of 

leadership and tale•t for cotnmunities aerosa Am.erlca. 
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To make the best uselli or these resources. President Johnson 

has now proposed the Veterans in the Public Service Act of 1968. This 

Act would provide incentives, to encourage m.en who have already 

demonstrated their devotion to their nation to serve further .... in the 

sc:hooh:oom. in the hospital, in police and fire departments, in 

municipal and state service. in the rural hollows and the urban elum.s ...... 

wherever Americans need help. 

A week ago we read thes-e bleak lines in our morning papers: 

"Our nation is moving towards two societies. one white. one black -

separate and unequal. n 

Perhaps -·if we let it happen; but it need not happen. 

Freedom in Uniform 

Thank goodllesa, it baa not done so in the arm.ed kcea of the 

United State•· There, believe it or not. in a military organizati-on, 

the essentials and the ideals of democracy are at work. Because a 

man is treated on the basis o! his ability. He is treated ae a mana 

And thank goodness that this eeparate but unequal treatment is not true 

in veterans hospitals. which you helped integrate back in 1953. And 

it is not true in the VFW. Look across this room. 

And it*e not in the hearts of the men of a. 1 colors and creeds 

who have fought and bled for their country just under one name .... 

Americ:an; and under one flag·- Am.erican. Same blood. sa:me mud. 

same people ... Americans. 
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And that's the way they ought to be treated when they come 

home; not merely when we send them abroad. 

Ever since President Truman' e 1948 o-rder, anci a courageous 

one, integratiag the armed forces, American armed !orces have been 

out in the front lines in real integration ...... not juat in law and word·s, 

but in practice. 

In the last two decades millions of young Americans, millions 

and millions of them, have lived together. traine<l together, fought 

together, aotne of them died together, and tbey have come to know each 

other as they never would have in their home towns. 

Heart .ia hea.rt, blood is bloO<l -- what difference does race 

make? Those are the words 1 heard from our men in Vietnam. 

The NBC Television put it the other way: same tnUG, same 

blood. 

There are two simple but ixnportant lessons for our times in 

this experience. 

First, integration works. 

It improves morale. It increases fighting strength by giving 

every soldier a. feeling that he has a stake worth defending in America. 

And I don't need to give this audience the statistics to prove that 

courage, willingness to volunteer for haza.rdoua duty --bravely in the 

face of the enemy .... are qualities that aeem to emanate from the 
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heart, not from the skin. 

I think General Westmoreland took care of that beautifully 

Vlhen he was back talking to his fellow Americans. 

The second lee son is this: Tho8e supposedly deep-rooted, 

life-long.t built-in human prejudices that we all seem to hav.e do not 

take generations to disappear. Where there is an important job to 

be done-- a job of life or death ... and where there is equal opportunity 

and equal dignity for all ...... prejudice seems to evaporate rather 

quickly. 

Integrated Foxhole ..... Segregated Nei&hborhood 

Now. we can· ask a young -man to put on a uniform and send biro 

into a combat zone. and we do; but far too often we do not pennit him 

to live and work on equal terms at home. 

He can becoJne au officer and have ultimate responsibility for 

the very lives of American men on the battlefield, and l have seen 

them. 

But it •a far more difficult for him to become an officer of a 

eo.tpOrationJ or eveJ~ a small company, when he returns home. And 

there are very few companies or corporations that bave to take on the 

duties that a divi•ion commander or a regimental commander or a 

brigade officer ha...s to take on. 
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We trust this man, this veteran, this soldier, with the most 

complex and eophisticated weapons ever deviaed, when the safety of 

his nation is at stake; but we too often don't trust him with the 

respons,ibility for even an assembly line back home, when the very 

ideal of demo-craey is being tested here at home. 

We offer him an integrated bunker at Khe Sanh. but all to~ 

often refu•e him an integrated neighborhood right back home. 

Now, this government and this country cannot afford to l~t its 

first•class soldiers return to second•class citizenship. And that is just 

what is happening to far too many o! our Vietnam veterans today. The 

time to call a halt to it is now. Now! So that every young man that 

is called up for the service o! hie country knows that ••• know• that 

whieh he is called upon to fight for and die for .... 8, 000 miles away 

from home-- he can have when he returns: a free country. 

I know we have made great progress -· especially in building 

solid frameworks of laws and programs for the future. 

But, my fellow Americans, no law or program will produce 

results quickly enough to make sure that everx serviceman returning 

from Vietnam carries the equal opportunity of the service with him into 

his community. 



Nothing a. grateful President can aa.y will equal the im.pac.t of 

a community whieh Itaya: "Thank you,. Mr. Serviceman. We are 

proud and happy to have you back among us." 

What Can We Do? 

So I call on you as veterans. veterans of foreign service, as 

men who are no.w employers and mayors and city councilmen and 

community leaders and religious leaders and labo~ lea..dera • • . to 

make sure you.r whole community ~ reach out to these men. 

They get an awful lot of criticism whUe they are gone; a.tl.d. as 

I sal~, they get few parades when they come back. Their effort is 

constantly debated here on the home front. I sometimes wonder if 

they don't become tetribly discouraged. 

The lea.st that we can do is when they come back say that we 

are appreciative,. we are grateful, and we are going to do the be•t 

that we can to offer them what every man is entitled to: a chance,. 

a:n equal chance, with no barriers; a chance to be a first-class American 

in a first-class country. 

There it only one kind of citizenship in this country, that is 

first-class citizenship; and there isn't a higher title that you can give 

any person on the face of this earth than to be known as Citizen o.f the 

United States of Am.eric:a. 
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Now, my friends, these are simple things to do, but let's 

not forget them. Visit these men in their homes a soon as they 

return. I know you do. But I want this message to get to others 

besides in just the VFW. You ean't do it alone. 

Find out what kind oi work they are interested in. 

Call th"tdr special abilities to the attention of your public 

officials. See that in your city • your county, that the United States 

Employment Service is doing its job, that the mayor is doing his job, 

that the governor is doing his job. See to it that every returned service

man baa a chance for a good job. He doesn't want a handout; he isn't 

looking for a wet.fare check. He's entitled to every benefit that this 

nation can bestow upon him, and the greateat benefit is an opportunity; 

a.n opportunity to make something out of himself right back home. 

Tell these men about the new opportunities for public service 

jobs, with decent salaries, that have been opened up s.ince they have 

been away. We need these men desperately in our municipal services. 

See that th1ty get hired, that their wives and families are 

welcomed, that the real America they return to looks as much as 

possible like the ideal that they have been fightmg to defend. 

And help America mobilize this new generation of veterans. 

Mobilize them, keep them together • not only ae a force for a better 

America but as living proof that America can and will rnake full 

citizenship a reality for all. 
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Why not, for instance, have new VFW Posts in neighborhoods 

and on college campuaes where there are increasing numbers of 

veterans today? Who better can tell the story of what it is all about 

than the man who has been there? 

Why not a special "Bud-dy System11 where each of your members 

will take on a re.aponaibility for he ping a returning veteran imd work, 

housing, education if he needs it? 

Now, more than ever, our country needs citizens such as 

yourselves~ willing to help provicie jobs, schooling, decent housing. 

recreational facUiUee wheze they live. 

For if we tau. it will not be eo much because any specific 

govermnent failed. It will be because we all failed. It will be be-cause 

tax.pa.yers waited for someone else to pay the bill for the comm.unity 

services . • • 

-because the ~hambers of commerce and union members in a 

thousand Ame-rican cities did not throw open their doors for job 

opportunities ••• 

-because government officials were more concerned with their 

precious departtnenta and jurisdictione than with the people living 

within the cities . .. • 

- be<:ause school boards and PTA's foJ'got the cost of ignoranc-e 

in a free society • ~ • 
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- because builders and land developero and real e"State people 

failed to meet a national housing cri&is ..• 

~ or because a. cO'ttl.plaeent and fearful majority ignored the 

long--deferred ~ights and aspirations of an increasing, impatient 

minority. 

Doing the Iplppssible 

I know w-e have problems. We always ha.ve. 

You know what's made this country great? Doing the impoesible. 

Ordinary people can do what's possible. Any country can do just all 

that needs to be done. But what has made America what it is today 

is that it has accomplished what other people said eould not he done. 

We were the first with gov-ernment by the consent <>:f the 

governed. We were the first to hold a great nation together alter a 

bloody w.at' amon.gat our peoples. We were the first to a]toliah .slavery. 

We have been the first to span a great continent and to develop 

a g.reat eeonomy of this size. We have done the impossible. and thatrs 

what made uc what we a.ze. 

So, my fellow· Americans·, if there ever were a ti.me when our 

soc:iety needed the competent and courageous leadership of men willing 

to atand up !or thUs country, and I am talking about Aln.erica's veterans, 

it is now. 



I want to thank yon for listening to me. I didn •t come here 

to tell you how to fight a war. 1 think we have men who kno how to 

do that. I came to tell you, my friends, What your government is 

determined to do its duty, to see this thing through, to gain a just and 

an enduring peu:e. 

But I also came to tell you that after the shooting is over -

and it will be .... and when men return to their communities, we want 

them to return to a better America. We want them to come home to 

know that what they fought !or and what we told them that they were 

fighting for was real. We cannot aHord a hoax. We cannot afford 

deceit. What we must give them is promise and fulfillment. 

And I call upon you to be in the vanguard of equal opportunity 

for every Ameriean, to make American citizenship the high honor 

that it ought to be, the high honor that you have made it in your own 

ranks. So letts get on with the job. 

I fl # 
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COMMANDER JOSEPH SCERRA: My comrades, since 

assuming ~e high office .of· Commander-in-chief of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, 1 have had . 

many great honors, but I k~~w that today will live forever 

and remain one of the highlights of my te~ of office, for 

I have the opportunity of presenting to you a t~-uly great 

and patriotic dmericano 

He is a man that this organization has honored on 

many occasions; he is a man who, over the y~ars and despite 

his busy schedule~ has a1ways found time for the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars of the United States. He is a man of 

courage and conviction to match. And, I might add, he is 

our kind of guy. 

Today, as the second highest public official in 

our Nation, he continues to speak our type of languageo 

There is no q~testion in his mind about the rightness of 

our causeo 'There is no que.st!on in his mind, or ours, about 

t-Jbethe&' or no<; f:(e<adom is worth fighting for. He is not 

one of tb.ose "'ho ~~ould succumb ~o the siren call of 

appeasement. 

He knows, as we lmm~, that Communist aggression 

cannot be allo~~d to go unchallengedo He understands 

perfectly that since its inception the citizens of our 
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great Nation have always risen to the cbAllenge of those 

who would tal~ ou~ freedom and the freedom of the oppressed 

everywhere . 

At this time I want yo\l to assure him that he 

bas the enthusiastic support of the 1,400,000 members of 

the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States in his 

endeavors to info~ this Nation of our struggle against 

Communism. 

Further, l want h1m to know of our great admiration 

for him and the manner in which he has supported his 

Commander•in·chief. 

(Applause.) 

My com~ades, it is with pride and humility that 

I present to you a great patriot, an outstanding American, 

one of our Nation's most eloquent spokesman, the Vice 

President of the United States, Hubert H. H~1mphrey. 

(Applause.) 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you very much. 

(Continued applauseo) 

Thank you. Thank you. 

Commanderwin-chief Joseph Scerra, - Senior 

Vice Commander-in-chief Richard Homan, and our good friend, 

your Executive Director Cooper ijolt, and all of your State 
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Commanders of the VFW, and the other Delegates and Officers 

that are here, and the ladies of the Auxiliary. that 1 think 

I see way up there ln the gallery. 

(Applause.) 

Coamander, you have honored me by your generous, 

kind introductiono I am, to say the least, very moved by 

what you have had to say; and I hope that I can be worthy 

of the tribute that you have paid to me. 

I cowe bere today to visit with you as a fellow 

American, 1 come today to reason lo1ith you about the problems 

of our Nation. 1 don't come here in the spirlt of 

partisanship, region, or any fo~ of prejudice. 

Ou~ country faces very difficult days. We have a 

hard struggle on our hands in Southeast Asia, we are called 

upon to man the ramparts of freedom in many other parts of 

the wo1:ld; we face difficulties here at home in our cities 

and rural areas; and yet, here we are, the richest nation 

on the face of this earth, endowed with great resources of 

skill and technology, of wealth and abundance o And yet \/Jith 

all of this we have the poor amongst us, the needy, the 

unhappy, the bitter, problems in our cities and problems 

with our young and needs for our elderly. 

On the international scene there are difficulties, 
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the likes of which this country hasn 1 t faced for many a year. 

But I tell you this only to remind you that we have the 

capacity. we have the means, we have the wherewithal to meet 

every one of these p1;0blems at home and abroad. 

The only quesdon before this Nation is: Do we 

have the wiil? 

.And I am here to talk to you about that. That~ s 

Why you are here in Washington. And your presence in this 

city is so welcomed and so needed; we really need to hear 

the voice of the people, and we need to hear from you. 

America needs to be told once again that it is a great land, 

a · great people, a great ~lation. And the strong, confident 

voice of fellow americans must be beard throughout this 

land -- not the voices of doubt or cynicism, not the voices 

of weakness or despair, but the voices of confidence, the 

voices of strength, the voices of justice and determination~ 

I don't know any organization in the United States 

that more typifies that voice of confidence and of strength, 

that voice of justice and dete~ination~ than the voice of 

the VFW. 

(Applause.) 

.The late President Kennedy said to this Nation 

five years ago that "freedom and peace are not cheap; we, or 
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most of us, shall live out our lives in a period of peril~ 

challenge, and danger." 

Ladies and gentlemen, that is a concise description 

of the last half of the TWentieth Century. 

There isn't any doubt that live in a period of 

peril and of danger and of challenge. ·And knowing that that's 

the kind of a per.lod in which we live, then we must gird 

ourselves for the battle . We cannot shrink away from duty, 

· we cannot withdraw into our shells, we cannot leave the world 

as if it were of no concern o~ ours; we have no choice -· 

that is if we want to be a great people, t«>rthy of o= 

heritage •• except to take our stand and to remember that this 

world of ours shrinks in size every day, even as it intensi• 

fies in danger. 

If there is any one concern I have as an American 

today, it is this growing development in our land that 

suQehow or ~ther the problems of the world are too big for 

us to have anything to do with, that we need to withdraw, 

tl1at we need to come home, that we need to get away from it 

all. 

My fellow Americans, if that should become the 

policy of this land, then the best days of this N~tion have 

already been lived. 
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We cannot retreat f1:0m any place. 1\nd I can tell 

you that we dontt intend to retreat f~ any place. 

(Applause.) 

1 do not come here today to discuss with you the 

intimate detail& of military strategy or policy. I am not 

~be Commander-in-chief. But I am ~4$ ·loyal Vice Presiden~, 

and proud of i~. 

1 an not coming here today to discuss w:i.t:h you tbe 

most recent developments in the front in Vietnmn, or the many 

fronts; you kno~1 them. Anci you will be hearing irotn people 

tn your deliberations that ~ii1 be a~le to give you a great 

deal ot detailed, pertinent informationo 

I want to talk to you a little about our purpose, 

why we are uoing what we are doing, and ~~ty we need your 

helpo 

And, before !. forget it, to express thanks and 

appreciation for your h~ip • \{nat a tower o£ strengi:h you 

have bee~. 

No"''' a new genezoation oi fighting men i::s rei:umiug 

to America, and, I believe I am correct, that over 45,000 

of these men .have already become members oi this grea~ 

organization; and many more wili oeeome memhers. And it 

will be a wise decision on their par~. 
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They retum from what surel.y is one of the most 

difficult conflicts that this Nation has ever knawn., They 

return from a distant war -- regrettably not very well 

understood by their civilian counterparts. They return fran 

a war in which our restraint and our judgment are being 

tested as muob as our power. 

It is a war, nevertheless, my fellow Americans, to 

defend those enduring ideals for whioh Amerioans have always 

been willing to stand and sacrifice: national independence, 

self•deterrnination, human freedODl and • above all, a stable 

and lasting peace. 

Remember, the battle for peace is a lonely struggle. 

And only the courageous dare make it. Peace does not come 

l'iith appeasement, if we have learned anything in the last 

fifty years. nor does it come with reckless use of unlimited 

power. lt comes td.th prudent judgment, it comes with 

detemnination, and it comes with a willingness to see things 

through. 

Now, this struggle in which our •• this war or this 

struggle is one in which our national security is involved. 

And make no mistake about ita The loss of Southeast Asia as 

a part of the Free World would upset the very delicate 

balance of power in this world today in a very .dangexous, 
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very dange~ous manner. 

The attack is on in several fronts. Not only in 

Vietnam, but in Leos, in Thaf.land, in Bt:ttma. 'rhe Communists 

are playlng for lteeps. This is no small-time struggle; it is 

of signific~nt propor~ions . 

This is a war, the outcome of w~ieh is vital to 

the f:utliXe of F..ree l.lsia. And therefore it is vital to the 

future of the United States c f Ame;!:'ica . 

Tho:re aze those who say: ''Why stand here'? t.fuy 

not t'init and see vih.at happenc!! and stand sQme place else ?u 

trre11, lad:tes and g£ ~ntlemen~ I believe that th:ts 

generation of Ame::icar1s, your generat:to11 of P.mericat'lS, has 

lear-ned the dangezo oi delay o1: appeasement, of 't·)a:ttingo 

t-IG do not tvant A?.mageddon on the i.nstallmenc plan. 1-Je 

·i;;hl.nk it is better to talte your stand before i~ is too late. 

'rh:ts confJ.:tc~ is 11.1o·;; so much a test of our strength 

us OU?.' v~:U.1 The outcome ~·J:t: . 1 be decided not only by 

~1hat happens it'l Vi tnan.1 but nhat happens 1.n the United States 

0 f- ft-.. ,.., ., .. ·t ,.. "" • 
-· t1Lth.: ........ "" , and that r s l'~hy yuu are he:ce. 

(Applause") 

Rc:member.- that Ho Chi Minh and General Giap~ the 

st::•:atce1.sts of the Communistn of Nor-th Vietnam, have said 

·i:ha.t tb.:i.s s ·t:ruggJ.e v:oulcl be uon :tn tolashington and America., 
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just as they ~iOn _their last one , they said , in Paris . 

All the more reason, thez-efore , that the c:t-c1.zen?.'y 

of this country understand the stakes, the meani.ng of the 

st~le; and all the l1'.ore inpor.tant that you carry that 

message to the people. 

I often say to mysn1.f , and I say it to you, ·what 

kind of a 't~orld do you think this '\vould be today, after 

your sacrif'ices in World tvar I! , if M:c. Truman~ then President 

of the United St tes, had bacl~d up when Josef S~alin said, 

"We are going to have I:r:an". And he said so, only a year 

after ~he end of hos~llities. t~d President Truman said, 

rrYou. are not go'-'ng to have :tc. Y.ou are going to get out, a1.1.d, 

if you don t t,. l•Je are com:i.ng i:o see that you do ge·i.: out. n 

What ltind of a -c·xn~~.d do yo th:tnk this ~-1ould l.e , 

my fellot<J .Amer.icans , hacl 1"!-r.. 'l'ruman not bad the courage in 

his t:tma as Corimandcr-:i.n-chit <f.: to scEy that Greece and Tu:dtey 

shall not becCA"ne a pa:rt of tf :<;: Comm\.:m:tst empire? P.nd he 

am.mciated the Trtunan Doctr1.t...&, t'Jhi.ch was not a populaz 

doctrine in its tjJme. 

~.Jha t k:tnd of a wo:d.d do you think this would be had 

~~e not met the threae of the Berlin Cr~tsis 1.n 1948? The 

Bcr1:1.n Ai:t•lifi: . I'llhen ced.ling was zero, and a million people 

had t:o he fed and clothed, "'rnc given fuel. 
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tr.aat kind of a worJ.d 'i-Jould lt be today had someone 

not had the courage to :face ... ommU11ist invasion in Korea 1 

When it appeared, if you pleuse , that we wer,e almost 

defeated, barely hanging on; only to come oack. And today 

there is an independent South Korea, even though it lives 

under constan~ threat. 

lfuac lc.ind of a wor:'.d would :.te have been had we not 

faced up to Mr o Khrushchev a~; Cuba? I11 the missile crisis. 

Ladi~s and gentlemen, every one of these decis:tons 

vu1s a ·cough one, every one o~·: them fraught with danger. 

At least one of them ~·i:lth de£~th. and "Gravail and privation; 

'tvith thousands of dead and hcndreds of thousands of casualties 

in Ko:.:ea Yet :r th:!.nlt the wu1:ld notv knows, at least t.he 

thoughtful people iu this wo:·:).d , that every one of those 

decisions was vital not jus~ ~~ the Utrlted States but vital 

to a peace peace -- becaun~~ thez-c :ts no peace t-vhe;.ce the 

la"<'J of the jungle p:~eva:tls . ~llez:oe is no peace where 

aggA··ession :ts condoned. The:·:o is no peace where Sltbversion 

and :tn'l:1:rn.:tdation ora the pat·::f:r.a of human and political 

conduct<» 

The battle fo: .. peace is a lonely battle. And it 

is not fox· i:he wectk ox· the i:: ~.nd.d or the cot-vardly. It is for 

t he strong. 
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And to ~ those who today accuse our Nation not of 

l'Ja.n·t:irig peace, let me say thia Uat:ton has sacrificed thousands 

of its sons in the cause of peace since World War II. We 

have · done as much or mo~e than any combi\1El tion of nations. 

And the · fac'i: tha·t; the~e is a l~orld today in which there is a 

hope for peace is :tn no sma11 meastl!'~ due to the gallantl:"J 

of the men who have fought fo~ it~ and to the decisions of 

this Republic, since t~Torld t-Jar !I; the decls1~ons to take 

our stand '!("ather than to let ~he power of Communist ty;:anny, 

of Impe:r.alism) of aggression, '~w1 w:tldo 

P.gg~ression uncl"t..eckc~d is agg:r:ession unleashed. 

Arb1) ma~.ck my "t-Jords, eveey signatory to the Charter 

of the Un:U:ed Nations has a fl<llemn obligation under the terms 

of that Charte ~c w resist ~gg!cession ... those are the ~Jorda .... 

1 '<v:!.ll oimpl:i .. fy my st:atement by saying this: Thai': 

the h:tghost call of s~atesma":lsh.ip is the search for a jus~ 

and endt.w:lng peace.. Tha\:: has been the quest o;f this Nation. 

sol1ght to domi'I.~T'-e any people , \~e have 1.1ever sought dominion 

·r o~c doma:tnc f;md those t~ho a;:e our czoit:l.cs kno~J :tt .. 

The th~eat. to peace is not from ~~erica. And the 

~oadblock to pcac~ in this s~:~ggle in Vietnam is not in 
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l~shington. It is eieev1here. Xt is not in Washington, D.c., 

:l~ is :!.n Hanoi , &1d it :ts in the minds of the Comm.un1~sts . 

(Applause.) 

I want you ·to carry this message of the relentless 

pursuit for a just and honorable peace , one that is worthy 

of f:r.ee men. 

tve seek to de::rtooy no one . We seek to conquer no 

one. But wo seek to help people in that great process that 

we call nation building. \>1e ~eelt to help to pzomote national 

scct.n:ity for our.sel ves and fot.• others. We see1t to promote 

nat:tonal developme11t, at home he1~e, for ourselves and fo:c 

others. 

necat.tse \iie know thn 1: freedom. and independence are 

me-crrdngless '\vithout secur:tty £tnd 't\l:!.thouf.: development~~ And 

't':IC knoXtJ i:hcre :ts no development 'i-Jitho·ut security; and cllere 

:ts no sr:cu~:i.ty tvithout develo};W.ent. 

We ~.me~ ... lcans knot-1 these tl.dnga ~ And the sooner 

t%~ maka tb.:t$ messaga clear to the ~1hole \vorld, the sooner 

t hose tragic struggles t-Ji11 t1c bzoought to a conclusion. 

Oh, hot1 .Ame·t:-ica t.odEty l'leeds a clear, unequivocal 

voice of c:!onv:tct:tort and dcte:t:nri.nat:l.on; not to be belligerent, 

11.0t to be belltcose, not the ~oice of a conqu.eroz ~ but the 

voice o<~ a protector, 'i:he vole e. of e. nation that has committed 
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its resources and its people to the greatest commitment of 

all : a real , mean~.ngful , just and enduring peace . That's 

l'l7hat this country is all about . 

That ' s t-1bat Abraham· Lincoln sa:td. That's what he 

meant when he said : This is the las~ , bes~ hope of earth. 

And tje are. 

Ladies and ge>.'ltleman, if t~e falter 1n our 

responsibility, ~vhat hope is t:here? 

If ':11e, '\v:teh our st::ongth and our "YJealth and our 

abili~y , are incapable of meeting the thrusc of the aggressor, 

t~he ·tactics of the guerr.:tlla, the in'i:::i.m:tdation and the sub

vers:tot"l of the Communist, then \>fho is capable of it? tfuat 

hope is there :i.n this tvo:d.d? 

Regr.cttably, tlw numtle of leadezship brings no 

pr5..,li1eges; the mentle of lenclc:;::ship gives you no be~fits, 

no luxm:y. Leadership today :-·~mposes a ter~r.ible duty and 

burdet1 upon one, indi.v1.du.ally or. as a nation • 

..t\ncl, \!'I he tho:.: "t-Je lit~..€1 it or not, my fe llcn-' Americans,. 

we ere leaders. 

Now~ we can abandon 1~t,. bu:~ :lf ~'e do 'tile ~.Jill pay 

the h.orrlbla pzoicc _ ... if not no~J, later on .. 

I don't think wa a:-:c going to abandon ito 

So let me say, on behalf of all ~ericans. to those 
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done. Your t~ation is proud of yo 

grateful. 
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We kno't1 what you have 

We are humbly and deeply 

True, you do not return to the pa'l'ades and the brass 

bands that have greeted many ve'i:er.ans in the past . Indeed, 

the loudest soundethat tbe veteran of Vietnam may hea~ axe 

those of our democracy debating :t:ts course at home and abroad .. 

But do no·' mistake the sound3 of democracy in action as 

thanklessness, ta!tQ them as proof that the United State$ is 

still a f-:.:ee c:oun·l:ey, a. place ~Jh.ere people have the right to 

spealt up , eve11 if we totally d:tsagree \-lith them, a nat:ion 

worthy of our sacr.ifice~ 

My fellow Americann , I do not believe in hushing 

people's voi~ces, but I ask you to speak up,. speak. u.p for ~~hat 

you believe in, speak up fo:i... .. your convictions) just as others 

speak up for theirs. 

Now, no repayment "is truly enough for the prlce 

that .Ame:~:ica' s veterans have f?aid in V~~et:na.m and elsewhe·re o 

J.lnd ! ~·u.mt to talk ~:o you a l ittle bit about the futu~-:e. 

! haven't any doubi: as to the ult:tmate outcome of 

this st:r1.1ggle in Vietnam.. And I have no doubt that the 

l!ruc:d.can people will see it th~ugh ; but I do l·1ant to make 

::n.tr~ that the enemy understauds it. I want. ou:t' ener.-ty to 
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knol-1 that we are not sunshitle patriots. I want him to know 

that :tf the good or the bad , we can take it. .And I want 

that enemy to know thai: his cause is hopeless, and that 

inev1.tably hio purpose tvill be defeated. And the sooner that 

the Gnemy knotis that, aa a measage from .Americ6l and the Free 

v~rld, the sooner there will be peace, peace in Vietnam and 

peace throughout this ~~rld. 

(Applause.) 

And matte no mistal~~ about it, you;~: Government ~d.ll 

fulfill its duty o Wba t<ave~: may be your viev1s as to ~Jhether 

't-1e do the bast or not, f:her.e :to ono thii.'lg I l{fllOUld ~binlt all 

llllle-r:tcans could ag:rae 01.1: We b.ave ove~ a half a million men 

:ln the field in V:letnam; I i:hi.tik they are tvorthy of our 

support.. ! think they are tvorthy of it. 

(Applause.) 

And they a:('e also ·wc•rthy of great: care when they 

retu~cn. We are do:blg cu!: best to provide for those who have 

fought f. or us, their w:I.vas and their ch5.ld~en, their w:.tdoit'JS 

and thetr orpha.ns. 

It is txue, my f~llow ~ericans, that the people that 

ar.c mak:tng the sac:!~:tf:i.ce in th'i.s stzuggle are the men that are 

tl"..er.e, and t hei-r loved ones b::.ck. hexe" 

Q\.1:...\:e frankly, the 1.·c:st of us a·.re not doing l'I1Uch 
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eacriiicing. And il: is in'Ceresi:ing to no-ee that t:hose t>Jho 

complain tho i..oudest are no~ tk1e ones who al.""e sacrificing 

the lUOS'Go 

{Applause.) 

And l hope ~hat in youz: delibera'r:ions that you wi:il 

conside~ all of these matte~s. Wigh~ I even say paying the 

bill for Chis stru~gleo 

! don··-.:: ·~hin!t .Amel.'i.cans feel very clean at heart 

t-ihen they knoi' that chey have no~ even c\llmllitted t:ir11e or 

effort: to this cause, 'tihen so many of \:1-,eir neighbors have 

had a boy ~nat's been ~oundad, a son ~ha~ bas been killedo 

~l'he ieast 'Cha'.: we can do :ts to at least l'?ant: t:o sh.are in some 

oi ~he cos~. l l~~w i~rs not eaay ~ask people t:o pay 

\:a:ites, bt.tt, my iellow Ameli cans, t-ae are not only in t:l."'\.\ble 

il.1 Vietl:w.m, t·1e llaVia 'Co pzutect the value of the dollar, tve 

have to make sure that: ~llis economy rematns strong so that 

t<1hen that vecerau retw:ns he comes home to an economy that 

oifera him a job anci a decent: p!.ace to 1.iveo And l know of 

no bette~ way to do it than to. live up to our responsibilities, 

to at least: pay the bill as ,;-ve go on 1.11 this struggle. 

(Applause.) 

It's abJays good to put things in perspective. 

Just befo~e 1 1eie, 1 ~ao presiding over the Senate e• we 
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always have a fet-1 debates up the-re on these matters, as you 

know. I went and called the Defense Department to give me 

a figure which I want to· give you bare today, '~hich you 

know of. ODe of. the g~eat miracles of this war is the fine 

bosp:Ltal ca1:e, the medical cue that's been given our men; 

tha helicopter that has given us this mobility. Those brave 

men that go in, in tbe midst of battle, and lift out the 

wounded o I have seen them do it; I havca been there. 

Some of the bravest men 1n the wo~ld, in this war, 

do not even car.cy a gun; they go right in, these corpsmen. 

Some of them who have religious scruples about combat have 

gone in bravely . to rescue people. And our quality of care 

;ts something that eve1:y mother and father can be proud ofo 

91.2 pe'Z't;ent of the wounded in this tiar return to 

duty.. And the number who are p:tclc.ecl up from the battlefield 

is far beyond any'c:h.i.tlg that we have ever knotm before. 

Qu:lclt hospitalization, pmmpt medical care. Within 25 to 30 

minutes a wounded man :La back to a base hospital, receiving 

the best that this Nation and this world ·can provide .. 

I am mighty proud of that.. We do everything we can 

to even m.ake it better. 

But '>;1hen that vateran returns, that's where we come 

into some othor matters that need to be discussedo 
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Now, we nave be~ doing something about tbie in 

your Co~ee, and in the Mminizstl."at:i.on. A new GI aill of 

tighte :i.s ~day helping 400,000 ex•senicE!lllen at~d 'W0"'41len 

contiltUe their edu.cfiltion. 200,000 Vietuan~ veterans iw.ve 

alx-eady pu=hased homes u.nder i::be Vetexans Mministration 

i.nsw:e<i mo~tgages. 

In .J'anuary of this yeaJ: ?resident: Johnson asked 

Congress to increase the Gt itome Loans front $7,500 to 

$10,000. He also asked. for expanded help in vocational 

rehabilitation eerviQea fo~ ~eterana. 

Now, those aL~ p6actical , basic benefits that you 

fought for, that this great organization has lobbied for, 

thai': you have been do't~ to Congress to ta.lit about Q 

wnen i served in Congxess, I used ~ see you 

~egu.larly, anc:i aj.ways triea to respond to you~: roquests. 

i have ye·c. to know of a Vi'W requesi: xor the care of a 

vei:e:r:an that wasn't a r~asonable, itono~able request. And 

I cOtnp1iute:<tt you &r it.· 

(it.pplau$e.) 

'l.bose a~e practical, hasic benefits, the ones I 

have mentioned; they are familiar to you because they came 

to most of t:ne veterans oi Wo~ld ·war II and 1\o~eao aut now~ 

ior the iirai:: time, we have begun to recognize an entirely 
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new cl:lmension in our public obligation to Auerica' s veterans o 

JD obligation to assure every veteran, eve1:1 veteran, full 

and equal opportunity in the society that he bas helped 

defend; full freedom to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit 

of happiness. 

'fhis is the Am.erlcan dzoeamt and the S.neriean pmmise. 

It h.as become a :ceality for most of us, at least for a vast 

majo~1ty of our citizens. 

But, as we all are painfully aware, some of our 

fello-r~ Americans have been left out o Tb.ey have either been 

disabled by poverty, by rural back"¥1ardnass and urban blight, 

or . by disc:dminetion, or by inadequate education. Yes, 

sometimes by just sheer public neglect. The left•out people 

of America rightly ~fant to be let in. And this Nation is 

moving as never befo~e to see that they are. 

This is going to be one of the dividends of this 

time Q!ld perlod of trial. Tb.ere are American veterans who 

bear the wounds of poverty and blighted opportunity, wounds 

that are more pain!"Ul and debilitating than many that they 

receive in battle. The ttOunds of battle, thank goodness, 

many times are healed. The question :Ls, will the "tiOunds of 

pover~7 and blighted opportunity be healed? 

' 

We are detenuined tbat these t-iOunds shall be healed. 
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And the question is, Bow? 

The first step is to give disadvantaged young 

Americans a better chance to enter the Service. Roughly 

1,800,000 young men reach m1lita%y age each year in our 

country, anc:l as many as 600,000 of them, fully a third, are 

unable to qualify for induction. Frequently due to deficiency 

in education, oso some minor deficiency in health that is 

correctable. 

In some areas the failure rate for draftees runs 

as high as 60 percent. And I think it ought to be known that 

where there is a high rate of failure in induction in one 

area, it means that another a~ea must pick it upo So 

Gverybody bas a strute in thiso 

One answer that we have pxoposed is Project lOO,OOOo 

Designed to ptovide special preparat:lon before basic training 

to draftees and volunteers otherwise unable to pass their 

induction ~est. 

Project 100,000, it:. tells the number, works~ 96 

percent of the first 50,000 participants graduated from basic 

training. Almost the same rate as all trainees. 

Some t4ent on to non-commissioned officer schools. 

In this year, its second year, and in each year from now on, 

100,000 more men will be enrolled. Those men are learning 
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skills, they are getting an education, their health is being 

f.mproved. And these skills will mean successful military 

service and, after mil:l.tary service, a better life • 

.Above all, they are earning dignity and opportunity, 

and that's what this country should and must stand for. But 

there is something else that I consider: important: they are 

getting their first chance to serve their countl:y. And 

remember the words of a great British philosopher, John 

Stuart Mill, who said: ''Let a man have nothing to do for 

his country and he will have no love for it. 11 

Ladies and gentlemen, tlhen you are left out, as 

the kids say, you just bug out. You don't careo 

"Let a man have nothing to do for his country and 

he will have no love for it." 

To put it :tn the affirmative: ''Let a man have 

sometb.i.ng to do for his country, let him be a part of it, 

involved in it, and he "Jill love it." 

And for those men who are about to re ... enter civilian 

life, without adequate civilian job skills, there is now 

training under Project Transition in the last six months of 

service a Many · of you men never k.nel1 these things in your 

service. In classroom.s and at wo1:k benches, through 

counseling and job placement services, they are prepared for 
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uew civilian jobs. 

In addi~ion, the Veterans .Administration bas vastly 

expanded i.ts counseling service; not :l.n those haxd•to•find 

government offices~ but right on the battlefield and in the 

hospitals. Two of these senice stations are now in Vietnam; 

one in Cam Ranh Bay. Five more are opening. There are twenty 

centers; ten centers already established, ten more by the 

end of this month, for veterans assistance in the twenty 

major cities of the United States, with many more to come. 

57 regional offices, 166 veterans hospitals, with improved 

counseling service for the returned veteran. 

The Department of Labor bas established a nation

wide personalized ~ployment service to help every returning 

veteran find work that means something to him. 

Noti, all of this adds up to something that I'd like 

to call just a fresh start to dle retuming veteran. It 

means new resources of leadership and talent for communities 

across /tner!ca • . im.d to matte the best uses of these resow:ces, 

P".tesident Johnson bas now proposed the Veterans and Public 

Service Act of 1968, and that Act lvould provide incentives, 

to encourage men who have already demonstrated their devotion 

to thei3! Nation to serve further: :Ln the schoolroom, in 

the hospital, in police and fire departments, in municipal 
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and State senice, 1n the zuml hollows and the urban slums, 

wherever Jmextcans need help. 

A week ago we read thesa bleak lines in our moming 

papers, and 1 call them to your attention: Our Nation is 

moving towards two societies, one white~ one black, separate 

and unequal. 

Perhaps, if we let it happen; but 5~t need not happen. 

Thank goodness, it has not done so 1n the Al:med 

Forces of the United States. There, believe it or 110t, in a 

military organization, the essentials and the ideals of 

democracy ·are at work. Because a man :ls treated on the basis 

of his ability, he is treated as a man, And thank goodness 

that this separate but unequal is not t%Ue in veterans 

hospitals, which you b.elped integrate back in 1953o And 

it is not true b1 the VFW. Look across this mom --

(Applause.) 

And itt s not in tbe hearts of the men of all colors 

and creeds and races and religions who have fought and bled 

for tbeir countzy just under one name, hnerican, and under 

one flag, American; same blood, same mud, same people, 

hner:.lcane • 

.And that's the way they ought to be treated when 

they come home; not merely when we send them abroad. 
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(Applause.) 

l:.'vel!' since nesident Truman's 1948 order, and a 

courageous one, integuting ths Aaned ifo:r:ces, lmerican Amed 

ifo1:ees have been out in tile &ont lines, on real integration; 

110t just in law and liOJ:ds, but in pmcrlce. 

In the last two decades millions of young Amed.cane, 

millions and millions oi tilem, have lived together, trained 

together, fought together, some of them died together, and 

they rave cOJne to kn.Oi-l eacn other as cney never would have 

in thei·c hoiitetowns • 

.,iieart iD heart, blood is blood. Wi:a t: difference 

does race maite? 'Those are the l-X>rds X l-e ard from our men 

in Vietnam. 

The i~BC Television put it: the other way: · same 

mud, same olood. 

There are ~:o stmple but ~portant lessons for 

our times in this experience: iirst, integration works. 

It btpl!Oves morale, it increa.aes fighting stX'~th by 

giving every soldiar a :feeling that ile has a stake worth 

dexendi.-.g in awari~a. And l don J t need ·s:o give this audience 

tile statistics to prove that courage, willingness to volun

teer for haa:arcious duty, brcrvely :i.n ~he :face of the enemy, 

are qualities ·c:hat seem t o emanate from the heart not from 
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tbe skin. 

I think Genexal We~tmoreland took care of that 

beaui:ifully, when he t.,as bact talking to his fellot>1 .Americanso 

The· second lesson :1.s this: Those supposedly deep ... 

xooted, lifelong, built•!n w~n prejudices that we all aecm 

to have do not talte generatic ns to disappear; where there 

is an important job to be done~ a job of life or dea.th!J and 

wheze the~e is equal oppoz~1ity and equal dignity fo~ all, 

prejudice seems to evapora~e "rather quickly. 

!\"o"G-1, we can ask s. : "'ung man to put on a unifo:an 

and send lu.m into a combat z ;l.te !J and we do; but far too often 

\>ie do not permi·i: h:tm i:o live and '<~rk on equal terms at home. 

He can become an officer and have ultimate responsibility for 

the very l:tves o£ .American mc:n on the battlefield, and I have 

seen them; but it' a far more d1.f.ficult for him to become an 

officer of a co~poration, or even a anall compm1y~ when he 

ret:un1.s home And there ax-e very few compatlies or 

corporations that have to ·tal ·e on i;he duties that a d1.vision 

coilmlander. ox a zag'lment comm..-~nder oz a brigade officer bas 

to take on. 

We trust this man, this veteran, this soldie~ 11 wi·i:h 

tbe mon'i; complex a1.1.d sophist:T.cated tveapons ever devised, t,hen 

t.l1c safety o:f h:to Na.t::to·n 1s c:t stalte; but we too often don't 
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trust h~ with the responsib~lity for even an assembly line 
back home, 'when the ver.y ideal of democracy is being tested 
here at home, 

We offer h:hn an int:egrated bunker a.t Kbe Sanh, but 

all too often refuse him an :-. .ntegrated ne1ghbo~hooc:J right 

back bome. 

!."ow, this govenrme1 .t and this country cannot afford 

to let. its first··class soldi<...rs return to secottd-clase 

cit:tzenship. And that io j'unt 'Nhat is luippening t:p far too 

many of ou~ Vietnam vete,rans today And the time to call a 
halt~ to it: is no~;., ~1ovJ. So that 'crvery young man that is 

called up fo-r ·t:he service of his country ltnows that that 

v:tbich he is called upon to f:'".ght fo!C and die for, 8,000 miles 
a."t.;ay from home~ he can have , ;hen he retul."na home: a free 

COUll t1.--y" 

(Applause.) 

I know 'Ne have made g:r.eat progress, and I am very 
g .... , •. e<=ul .~ .. w.t.. - ) espec:tal.ly in buil<' ing solid fram.e-v.iorks of lat.;s 

and pr.ogzams for the futura. Butt my fellow .Americans, no 
lmv o:..- prog:r.an1 w:i.ll produce 'J.esults qu;i.ckly enough to make 

su~e that eve~y sczvic~a~n returning from Vietnam carries 
the equal oppo:ctunj.ty of se:t.-vice t•Jith him into h1.s conmu.m:ttyo 

Nothing a grateful President can say will equal the 
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impact of a community which oays, "Thank you, Mr. Serviceman, 

we are p:;:oud and happy to have you back among us. 11 

So I call on you an veterans, veterans of fo1:cd.gn 

service, as men who are not.; r:mployers and mayors and city 

councilmen and community leaders and religious leaders and 

labo1: leaders, to make suxe ; our whole community does reach 

out to these men .. 

They get au at·1fttl ~ 1.ot of c:d.tic:tsm tllhile they are 

gone; and, as I said, they gnt fe't'~ parades tvhen they come 

back. T11eir effort is constu1tly debated here on the home 

front. I ·sometimes 't':rottdex i:•: they don't become terribly 

discouraged. 

The least that 'iie c:an do is ~~hen tr.ey come back, is 

to soy i:h~t ~·1e are app:reciat .. t.ve, we are grateful , and t-Je are 

going to do the best that we can to offer them what every 

man is entitled to: a cb.anc'1, an equal chance, t~ith no 

bar~:te1r:s; a chance to be a ftest .. class .linerican in a first

class co1.m·c::ey * 

.The~(e ia only one t~ind of citizenship in this 

count:ry, tha ~ t s fi-:cst-class r:!:ltiza1ship; and there isn't a 

highez t·1.tle that you c:an g17e any pareon on the face of 

this earth ~han to be knovn~ 3S Citizen of the th1ited States 

of P..r11erica ,. 
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(Applause.) 

'fto-v1, my :6:iGnds , th.ese are simple things to do, 

but let's not forget them. Visit these men in thei~ homes 
as soon as they retuz:n. ! ltilOW you do. But I want this 
message to get to others bes:tdes in just the VJrtrt; you can't 
do it alone. Find out l'3hat t~ind of tvork they are interested 
in, call their special a.bili·-~ies to the attention of ,your 
publ:tc officials, see that i tl your c·:tty, your county, that 

~he Un~ted States En1ployment Service is doing its job, that 
the mayor is doing his job, ··~JEt the Governor is doing his 

job. See to it that e"1Je1:y r .:cumed se:o:Yiceman has a chance 
for a good job . He doem1't ·1ant a bandout ; he isn't looking 
fo~ a \~elfa;:e check . He's ea t:1..tled to every benefit that 

t his Nation can bestow upon T1im, and the greatest benefit 
is au oppo1:tunity; an opportilt1:.ty to mal"...e something out of 
himself right back home. 

Tell these men about the nevi opportunities fo~ 
pub)#ic se~:v:tce jobs, with dec.ant salaries, that have been 

opened up since th.ey have bGcn &•Jay. We need ·t.:heae men 
despeTately in ur municipal services. See that they get 
hi~ed, chat thei~ wives ana f amilies are welcomed, that the 
real Amerlca they return to l ooks as much as possible like 
t he ide~\ t hat they have been fighting to defend ; and help 
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America mobilize tld.s ni'J~J ge1:ter~rtion of veterans, mobil1..ze 
them, keep them together, no ·~ only as a force for a better 

hnertca but as living proof ···hat America can and will malte 

full citizenship a reality fo~ all. 

Why not, for insta::tce, ne~J VFW Posts in neighbor· 
hoods and on college campuseo., lvhere there are inc:~easilu 

ntmbers of veterans today? 1:Jho better can tell the sto1.-y 

of v1bat it is all about than the man that's been there? · 

Why not a special :luddy Sys·tem, tihere each of your 
members will take i)U a responsibility fo~ helping a :returned 
ve·teran f:tnd t4o?:k, housing, oducatiOn if he needs i·t::? 

Not<J, more than eve:·~·, our cow."ltry needs citizens 

such as yourselves, willing ·:o help provide jobs, schooling , 

decel'lt: housing , rcc:rea't:ional facil:!:i:iss where they live. 

For if ~Je fail, :tt: t·~ill not he so much because any specific 

govc:t"l'mleni: fa1~1ed:J it w:tll b · .. becair.se ~:;oe all failed; 

taxpayers '\vaited fo~: someone else to pay. the bill fo-;: t:he 

community se~vices, the chauC;ers of corom.e'H:'ce and union 

members in a thousand american cities did not throw open 
·their doo:.:o for job opportun: ... ties, because govemment 

off:tc:tala "t·!ere mol:'e concern d tlith their precious departments 
a11d ju~lsdtct:ions tf:'.u.-m -v1ith t he people living "':tthin the 

cities; because school boardn and PTA's forgot the cost of 
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ignorance in a free · society, or because buUders and land 
developers and real estate p~ople failed to meet a national 
housing cr.tsis, or beca\.lse a complacent and fearful majority 
ignored the long deferred rights and aspirations of an 
increasing, impati.en~ minority. 

I kl1ot\l '=<ile have p-roblems. We al"\vaya have. 

Yot.l knot-J tvhai: 1 s ma<~e this country great? Doing 
the impossible. 0"-"di.nary people can do what¢s possible. 

Jm.y COUl'lt~:y can do just all i:hat needs to be done. But 'V1hat 

has made .America what i:c is eociay ia dlat i·t.: baa accomplished 
what otb.e1: people sa:id eouldn 't be done. ~<!e were the 

f:t-rst l'iith goverament by the consent o£ the gove:m.eci.. \~e 

were the fi~st to hold a gzeBt nation togeth~r afte~ a b1oo~y 
war amongst our peoples. We were ehe first to abolish 
s1ave'l"Y. 

We have been the f:'.rst to span a g:r.ea~ continent 
and to develop a graat aconon.y of th:ta size . \va have done 
·GJ.te iw.poas:.tble, and that's tvhat tuade ua ~~ha~ '(·1e are. 

So , my fellm·~ Ame·~::r.cans, if there ever were a time 
when o1.:rc sociei:y needed the competent and courageous 
lcadc:n.;hip of men '<>1ill:tng to stand up for this count.ey, and 
I am t:alki'!.1g abou\: /merica 1 s veterans, it • s not•i. 

I t-Jant to thank yol.'. for listening ·co me. 1. dictn • t 
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eome here to tell you hot~? ·to fight a war. I thinlt we have 

men ~Jho know hot-1 to do that. I came to tell you, my 

friends, that your governm.en·i: is detem'lit11Jd to do its duty , 

to see this thing t~ough, to gai.11 a just and an enduring 

peace. 

But ! also came to ~ell you that afte~ the shooting 
is ovez ..... and i·e: tvill bt;) .... ami t\•hen men :re·i:u!.'i:l 'i:o their 

communities, that we want th .m to return to a better ~erica, 
'<•Je want them 'i:o re~uz:n to he .. p build a better mar:tca) 'tve 

't1&nt t..hem to come home to knot-' that ~1hat they fought fo-r and 
\-abat ~,,e told them that they ~ere fight:ing for tvas zeal, lfe 

cannot afford a h.oa:.~t, 'lj~e cannot afford deceit; \eJhat t<~e must 

glve them is pnrm:tss and ful. :1~11ment. 

~~d ! call upon tho VFW to be in the va\'lg'Wlrd of 

equal opportunity fo?: eve:s:y ;merican, to m.alte Amerl.ca.n 

citizenoh:!.p l:he high honor t hat :tt: ough·c to be, the high 

hottor that you have made it :".1'1 yo-ur mm ranks. So let's 

get on l~ith the job. 

Thank you ve:cy much 

(Applause .) 
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