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Humphrey ~ There are two great desires of the American people, 

Peace in the world and peace in our cities and both of these desires 

require a great deal of sacrifice on our part . You can interpret 

these to b e national security and national development. The 

President of the United States i s the number one p e ace officer of 

this government~ peace at home and peace abroad . His desire is 

peace with justice. He is the peace candidate at home and in the 

world. 

o o o o o o o o o o o o music o o o o o o o o " 

Burns ~ Our guest on Pennsylvani a News Conference today is the 

Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey. The reporters here today with me 

are Marie Torre~ KDKA=TV and Mark Forrest ~ KYW~TV ~ Philadelphia. 

We begin the questioning with Mark Forrest. Mr Forrest : 

Mark Forrest : Mr. Vice President } would you advise the democrats 

who believe the President of the United States to be the number 

one peace candidate~ to register their support by writing his 

. name in presidential pri maries ? 

Humphrey ~ Well~ wherever there are presidential primaries and 

wherever there is a slate of delegates pledged to the president, 

I would hope that there would be active support whether that is 

by a write-in as it had to be in New Hampshire or whether it was 

on the basis of the listing of the delegates being under President 

Johnson's name where you have your voting machines or where you can 

just mark your 11 X11 • Whatever way you can r e gister your support 

for President Johnson~ I want to encourage. 
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Forrest ~ Sir, specifically here in Pennsylvania , the only candidate 

on the ballot is Sen. Eugene McCarthy. Now if the supporters of 

President Johnson wanted to register their support here, they'd 

have to do it on a write-in basis. So far the organization here 

in Pittsburgh and in Philadelphia and statewide feels that they 

have not had any definite indication of interest on the part of 

the Whitehouse for mounting such a write- in drive. Would you now 

say, Sir, that you would like to see that kind of a write- in drive ? 

Humphrey ~ Well, I understand that the state committee of the 

democratic party here has endorsed President Johnson and his 

candidacy. I am not fully familiar with all the intricate details 

of each state's primary election laws. As a matter of fact, if 

there is any one thing that is needed in this country, its uni-

formity under primary election laws because every state is a 

separate drama onto its self with a new list of characters a nd 

rules and regulations. I don't think that I would be v ery helpful 

here by indicating to you what ought to be the preference. May I 

suggest that you consult with your own state election authorities 

and our own democratic leaders. 

Torre ~ Mr. Vice President, I heard you say that you liked being 

Vice President. 

Humphrey : Yes. 

Torre ~ Is it possible though that because of the split in the 

democratic party right now and if President Johnson should decide 

to run again, that he would seek a new Vice President in the name of 

political expediency? 
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Humphrey: Well~ I suppose all things a re possible ~ but I don't 

expect them to be very probable. The President is not prone to 

lend himself to that kind of political expediency. I can't pre-

diet what the future will be. There is only one thing I can tell 

you. I will try to d o as good a job as my talents permit me to 

during my encumbancy as Vice President. I will leave my political 

fate up to the responsible leaders of the Democratic Party that 

come to the convention in Chicago in August. I hope that I may 

be privileged to be the nominee of this party for the office of 

Vice President. I hope that I can do a good enough job to 

reassure the President of the United States of my usefulness to 

him as a Vice President and as a running mate . That's the best 

that one can do and until then ~ may I say ~ I 1 11 do the level best 

that I am capable of doing and always be happy that I have had the 

privilege of serving in this high office ~ whatever the future may 

hold. So I'm rather confident about the future and let me say ~ 

very pleased about the past. 

Torre : It would be nice though to have some inside reaction that 

is, President Johnson's personal reaction to Kennedy-McCarthy. 

Humphrey ~ Well~ let me say that I have a pretty good idea of the 

President's inside reaction as towards Hubert Humphrey~ and I sort 

of stay on that wave length. 

Burns : Mr. Vice President , I would like to switch it to the war 

in Vietnam. 

Humphrey ~ Yes~ Sir. 
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Burns ~ As we sit here today~ more than 20 ~ 000 Americans have been 

killed in Vietnam. 

Humphrey ~ Yes~ Sir. 

Burns ~ Our total casualties exceed those of Korea. What do you 

see as the answer. Now you have stated in Pittsburgh ~ that the 

administration is going to take another deep look~ looking for 

possible ways of peace. As we sit h e re today and your the Vice 

President, what is the possible answer to Vietnam? 

Humphrey ~ Well~ let's say a word first about the casualties and 

particularly the fatalities. The r eal tragic loss of this war are 

not our material resources. We are a very rich nation. Even 

though the war has been costly ~ the real tragi c irreplaceable loss 

is the loss of life. And might I say that no person feels more 

keenly this loss of life except the loved ones themselves~ the 

families~ then the President of the United States and even the 

Vice President. We have to make these decision~ The President 

makes these decisions of sending men into combat. This is a 

terrible burden. On the matter of the casualties~ I thing every 

parent would be interested to know that the medical care this time 

in this struggle is the best that the world has ever known. Of 

the casualties, over 50 pe rcent of them are never even hospitalized. 

They are minor casualties that are treated as an out~patient and 

the men go right back to combat. Less than 5 percent of all of 

the casualties have •••• well only about 5 percent of them have 

been severe~ let's put it that way. Most of the men~ over 85 

percent, do return to their units. The capacity of our military 

now to pick a man up that has been .injured in battle and to get 
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him to a hospital and to p r oper medical care ~nothing short of 

phenomenal ~ at the most 30 minutes, and therefore lives are being 

saved by the thousands where they would have been lost for 

example in the wa r in Korea~ or in World War II. This at least 

is a little on the bri ght side and should be somewhat consoling 

to those who read that their son may have been injured. Now the 

constant question that anyone must as k is how much of a price 

must we pay or can we afford to pay and I 1ve said it quite 

candidly to you that the price in material goods is not the 

main burden even though that is costly. The price is in lives~ 

and what is that price bei ng paid for ? It's being paid for what 

we believe is our own nat i onal security. We sincerely belie ve , now 

somebody may be able to contest this belief , but we sincerely believe 

and when I say we ~ the President and h is advisors and not just in the 

government but many outside of the govern~ent ~ b elieve that the 

national security of the United States is involved in this struggle. 

Why ? Because if Southeast Asia were to be over run by communist 

forces, the delicate balance of power in the world today which does 

preserve the peace as best as it can~ does preserve the power 

relationships between the communist world and the free world. That 

balance would be very seriously altered. We also believe that the 

lessons of history teach us that aggression unchecked is aggression 

unleas hed. That aggression that goes unpunished b ecomes a very 

bad habit and lends itself to more aggression.That the aggressors 

appetite has no way of being satisfied. At least this is our 

belief. Therefore, we say that it is better to take our stand 

now in Southeast Asia ~ difficult as it is, than to have to take 



Page 6 
'Pennsylvania News Conference 

our stand someplace else. We don't believe for example as one 

commentator put it,this war should be fought in Australia or that 

that's a better place to fight it, or in the Phillipines. We do 

believe that Armageddon on the installment plan packing up, is no 

way to secure the peace. We're not fighting a war for the love 

of war. We're fighting a war for the love of peace. We didn't 

fight World War II because we wanted war, we fought World War II 

because there was an aggressor, and because we wanted a peaceful 

world. We did not fight in Korea because we wanted a war. We 

fought the re because we believed, and I think we were right that 

if you can check aggression in the Korean Penisula, you might be 

sure of a more peaceful and secure Asia, and particularly as it 

related to Japan. Now all of these are human judgments. We 

may be in error. We do not thi nk so and neither did Presi dent 

Eisenhower, n either did President Kennedy. President Kennedy made 

it manifestly clear that he thought our stand in Vietnam was 

absolutely vital to our nat i onal security, so did President 

Eisenhower and so has President Johnson. Now I happen to believe, 

my friends, that three presidents with all of the advisors that 

they had and , if they had , cannot be so wrong and I also find 

that the leaders in South Asia a nd Southeast Asia , the free leaders, 

everyone of them without exception, believes that our stand in 

Vietnam is vital to their independence and their hope of freedom. 

Even the critics like the Prime Minister of Singapore, who has 

not been particularly friendly to the United States i n some of 

his comments, said that the hope for freedom and independence in 
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Asia rested with American success in Vietnam~ and I think that 

what's happened in Indonesia indicates again the importance of 

our being thereo Not that we saved Indonesia but that our presence 

in Southeast Asia gave the Indonesians the chance to save themselves o 

I can document this case a nd tell you that in July ~ 1965 whe n we 

entered Vietnam~ Thailand was under attack ~ half of Laos had 

already been conquored by the communists ~ Burma was under attack 

and hundreds of thousands of weapons we r e b eing shipped into 

Indonesia for the final blow on Indonesia itselfo Today Indonesia 

is free of communism o Today Thailand is a stronger country, Today 

Southeast Asia has a hope of freedom o 

Torre g Well ~ why do you think ~ Mro Vice President ~ that there are 

so many Americans who do not share this view on Vietnam? 

Humphrey ~ Because I think the y do not understand all the facts , 

I think possibly it's a failur e of our own communication . No one 

likes waro 

Burns ~ Well don't you think Mr . Vi ce President , there is a 

possibility that President Johnson and his advisors could be 

wrong on Vietnam? That this could be a sink hole that goes on 

for years~ 10 or 15 yearso 

Humphre~ : There are always those that say there could be that 

possibility. We are putting the judgment of people against,.o 

well, one group of people against anothe r ooo but I would just 

put in on this basis that when the government of Australia ~ of 

New Zealand ~ of Indonesia~ of Malasia , of the Phillipines~ of 

Korea, of Tiawan, of Thailand , all of these governments and our 

own feel that this is a vital struggle for freedom and i ndependence 

that when three presidents of the United States, I don't have 
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the time to read the quotations of President Eisenhower but he made 

it crystal clear and even does to this day ~ the importance of our 

involvement there and of our stand there and when President Kennedy 

in response to inquiry after inquiry made it manifestly clear that 

we must take our stand there. There is no doubt about thatj no 

doubt at all, and may I say that even S e nat o r Robert Kennedy in 

his visits to Siagon in latel962 said we must be here and we will 

be here and we will win here. He went further ~ may I sayj than 

some others have. It's an interesting thing that those who have 

been there the least, seem to have the greatest opposition to our 

involvementj in general ~ now there are some that have been the r e 

that are opposed to our involvement there's no doubt about it ~ 

but by the way very few of them recommend withdraw!. All of them 

have some little adaptation that they think we ought to try. 

Some of them I think really believe i n withdrawal but they dare 

not say it, but they have withdrawal symptoms j and I think that 

is very, very dangerous. 

Forrest ~ Mr. Vice President , since you obviously feel so strongly 

on the issue of Vietnam and do does the President ~ don't you feel 

that it is encumbant on him as a leader of the Democratic Party 

as well as a leader of the nation to submit this case to the voters 

and primaries such as Wisconsin and California ? 

Humphrey ~ This case will be submitted to the voters in the general 

election. Now Mark, you're a wise and good man. There are very 

few state primaries and there are v e ry f ew that mean very much 

and you know it and I know it. You know the time for frank talk 

is at hand. A lot of these primaries are any thing but a real 



. Page 9 
Pennsylvania News Conference 

election. Some of them are preference primaries. Some of them 

can't even describe. I have gone through the primary route. 

You're talking to an old primary hand, and I must say one that 

has a few scars on his back beca us e of them. I wish that we 

had a national primary law. I think it would maybe be helpful 

although it is very costly. The truth of the matter is that 

the selection of a president in this country for a political 

party does not rest in the state primaries and every state primary 

is different and everyone of them has a different meaning. 

Sometimes you're pledged, sometimes its preference , sometimes 

its just popularity contest. Most all of them are very costly 

and what they really do is provide new copy. Most of it is good 

copy for the newspapers, radio and television , and they're all 

very interesting by the way. But the nomination of the President 

of the United States will be in convention and three fourths of the 

convention delegates are not primary delegates that are controlled 

by primaries. 

Burns g Just the same, Mr. Vice President, didn't Senator McCarthy 

showing New Hampshire sort of raise the adminstration's eyebrows 

a little more than somewhat ? 

Humphrey g Oh, there's nothing that gives you such a sense of the 

importance of the struggle as a good contest. I have always be~ 

lieved in the competitive system. It just proves the importance 

of competition. But, let's get the record clear, I keep reading 

about how Mr. McCarthy won in New Hampshire. He didn't win. The 

majority of the vote in the Democratic primary was for 
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President Johnson. I even read how he won in Minnesota. Now 

I'll settle any time in an election for over 60 percent of the 

vote and in the state of Minnesota 1 the Johnson foreces gained 

well over 60 percent of the delegates in the precinct caucuses. 

Now, you can go ahead and s a y you won but you have to have the 

votes to believe that you won. 

Forrest : Sir, can you envision any circumstances politically 

at this time that would cause President Johnson not to seek 

re- nomination and re- election? 

Humphrey : No, I can envision none 1 Sir. 

Burn~ We will be back with Pennsylvania News Conference right 

after thi s message. 

Bur~ We resume Pennsylvania News Conference and our guest today, 

the Vice President of the United States, Hubert H. Humphrey . The 

quest i on comes from Marie Torre. 

Torre : Mr. Vice President, to get off of Vietnam for a while, the 

report from the President's commission on civil disorders has been 

out for a while. Why hasn't the President acted on it ? 

Humphrey : But the President has acted on it. The President has 

ordered, first of all 1 the members of his cabinet to examine every 

aspect of that report to see what programs we now have ••• 

Torre : Another report on a report ? 

Humphrey : The President has acted on the report of the National 

Commission on Civil Disorders. His actions is as follows ~ 
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Humphrey : First, the cabinet meeting at which the President 

asked each member of his cabinet to examine the Commission's 

report in terms of the programs that are going on now in our 

government and to see how those programs apply to the recom-

mendations of the Commission and to step up those programs as 

best we can through proper administration and through better 

administration. Secondly, to take a look at the Commission 

report and to see what else we need to do in terms of legis-

lative proposals or administrative actions. So there is no 

lack of interest in the report. Now the report was not an 

obituary of America,it was a health report and some of us 

in looking it over, and I have looked it over very carefully, 

believe that it offers many constructive proposals and at the 

same time it warns the American Nation of the condition of its 

political and social health which needs repair and which needs 

remedial action. I happen to think the report is one of the 

most constructive documents that has been prepared by any 

Commission and it has our great attention. In fact, many of 

the things in the report that has been suggested we are already 

doing. Other things will need to be done in larger measures or 

as to put it in larger doses. We commend the report. 

Torr~ Well, basically it calls for huge expenditures of money to 

alleviate poverty and yet there was an interesting contradiction 

out just the other day but a 135,000 dollar study of the Detroit 

riots of last summer was made by a psychriatrist and what he 

found was that most of the Negroes who were involved in those 

riots earned between $115-$120 per week which is hardly poverty 

status. 
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Humphrey : This is why the Vice President said that some of the 

observations of the report were open to challange that didn't 

mean that you opposed the report. I don't believe there are 

any simple answers to the problem of disturbances in our cities . 

I think we've learned that. We hardly ev e n know what causes 

them much less how we remedy them. This is a sort of a sickness 

at the present time in our society but it is one that seems to 

lend itself to certain treatments and we are trying to experiment 

today . This is one of the things that we are doint. Trying to 

find out how do you get people out of poverty. How do you pre-

pare a broken spirit ? You know it isn't just by checkbooks that 

we do this and I 1m glad you brought this up~ Marie ~ because some 

people feel that the answer to all of our urban problems is just 

larger expenditures of federal funds. May I say quite candidly 9 

that the first requirement is a great commitment on the part of 

the people in the community to do a better job for themselves. 

To overcome prejudice not only by law but by action and by habit 9 

to open up this society to the people who have been left out 9 to 

be willing to talk and consult with the poor 9 to bring them on in. 

It isn't just money. If it were only money 9 may I say we are 

spending about three times much money right now in our war on 

poverty and in our cities as we did some three or four years ago. 

I happen to think that we are making some gre at breakthroughs . 

I 1 m one of those persons in America that believes that this rest -

lessness is not a sign of decay but it is a sign of hope. You 

know when people see no hope they are not restless~ it's when 

they see light at the end of the tunnel when they see a chance 



• 
· Page 13 

Pennsylvania News Conference 

that they become much more anxious,much more urgent, much more 

restless. They want to get there faster and I think that's what 

we are seeing here today. I'm going to talk a little bit about 

this while I'm here in Pittsburgh . 

Burns : Mr. Vice President, getting back to the political stage , 

the young people apparently seem to be supporting Senator McCar thy 

and somewhat Senator Kennedy ••• how would you evaluate the young 

people? 

Humphrey ~ We have not done well by them and have not done enough 

for them. I think the opposition of the young people is based 

around the war in Vietnam. I regret this because many of the 

young people who seem to be doing this have draft deferments and 

live a better life than they have for many years . I hope that 

they can . This is one of the purposes of our society and I 1 m 

not being critical. I'd like to have more of an opportunity 

to speak to them. I do a great deal and have a wonderful recep-

tion, I might add, standing ovations. We hear about the pickets 

on the outside and not the reception on the inside. I'm not 

worried about the pickets , I 1 m worried about what the young 

people are thinking. They are concerned, they are healthy active 

people. And when we t e ll them our story, they will be much more 

receptive, for example, I think young people want all Americans 

to have equal opportunity. No admini stration has done as much 

to open the gates of opportunity than the Johnson Administration 

and one of the reasons President Johnson has had opposit i on i s 

because he has struck down the walls of segregation and has b e en 

able to do things that other presidents were unable or unwilling 
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to do. There 1s no doubt about that. I think young people will 

really appreciate our administration when they see that what we 

are really engaged in is the development of human resources. 

We ~ re willing to spend thousands of dollars on the rehabilitation 

of one person. When I was in Europe, I told this to the young 

people there and they found it hard to believe that we were 

willing to spend several thousand dollars to train one person 

for one job. Many of our critics say we spend too much ••. the 

young people say we don't spend enough. We think we're pacing 

it as well as we can in light of our many burdens. I'd like to 

say to the young people that the reason we are taking our stand 

in Vietnam today is so that young people in the years to come 

won 1t have to take this stand. 

Burn~ That what we were told in World War II, Mr. Vice President. 

Humphrex: Yes, and we 1ve had a period of relative peace considering 

the dangers in the world. We've not had a nuclear conflict. I 

think it 2s fair to say that had we not taken a firm stand against 

the Soviet Union and its expansionist policies immediately after 

World War II, we might ver well today have had a more serious 

struggle ••• and let me say another word about peace keeping. This 

administration kept the peace in the Mediterranean in the Cypress 

dispute ••• this President has tried to keep the peace in the Middle 

East. o.working day and night to do so ••• we tried to keep the peace 

in the Caribbean. We think we've done a lot of peace keeping. We 

signed a treaty to ban the weapons of mass destruction being in 

outer space and orbital flight. We're the authors of the nuclear 

non-proliferation treaty. President Johnson has not signed a 
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single treaty which has committed this country to war. But we 

have signed one treaty that committed this country to keeping 

down nuclear weaponry. We're trying to create channels of trade 

to promote peace. We've expanded our Peace Corps. We i ve done 

many things in the cause of peace and that's why I say that 

President Johnson is indeed the Peace President. Neville 

Chamberlain was not the peace Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

He was the war Prime Minister. Winston Churchill was the peace 

Prime Minister of Great Britain. He took the stand, that had it 

been followed, there maybe could have been peace on the continent 

of Europe. He was the man who fought for the integrity of Britain 

and history will record that he was one of the great architects 

of peace. Abraham Lincoln was the peace president in the war 

between the states. He tried to keep the peace and he kept the 

union together. I think there are some analogies here that have 

a relevance in history. 

kld 
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Discipline of questions and hopefully the discipline of some short 

answers. Yes sir? 

Question - Mr. Humphrey can you spell out, please sir, of the inten

sive review of the peace effort which they make. 

I think that the statement speaks for itself. I leave it just exactly 

as that point, it has been Secretary Rusk, of course, before the Committee 

on foreign relations has told that committee which I have reitefrated that 

the American effort in Viet Nam both in terms of the military and the diplo

matic effort to bring about a negotiated settlement is under review from 

A to Z, and I put it under an intensive review. 

Question- Something to do about President Johnson ... 

President Johnson and Vice President Humphrey seem to be working to

gether quite well. 

Question - Thers an old saying, Mr. Vice President, that in unity 

there is strength, the Republican Party seemingly has that unity at the 

moment, especially in view of Governor Rockefeller's announcement yesterday. 

The Democratic Party does not seem to have it, how would you estimate the 

effect of the election on this dtvtcevness .. 

JQ. Well, the Republican Party as a minority party can always stand a 

larger dose of early unity than we can, it sustains its life for the big 

battle that takes place in the general election. The Democratic Party has 

always indulged in the luxury of a certain amount of internal dissen~n and 

internal debate and on occasion conflict, but we have a unique quality which 

has stood us very well throughout our history, being able to bind up at least 

enough of the wounds to come through in the general election and it is my 

hope that we will be able to do that. It is my hope that those who protest 

President Johnson's leadership now, contest him for the nomination, will re-
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member that they are Democrats, will remember that their success politically 

has been within the home of the Democratic Party, and will remember that the 

Democratic Party has served this nation well and if they remember that I 

haven't any doubt as to the outcome of 1968. 

Question- This is your hope, but you can't say for sure. 

Well, people who try to predict with certainty put themselves out of 

what I would call the human quality into what I would call just a higher 

level and I stay with the human. 

Question - Mr. Vice Pr esident, do you feel that President J ohnson 

should change his pre-convention strategy and become an active campaigner 

against Senator Kennedy and Se nator McCarthy? 

Jt. The President is the President of the United States, hes not a candidate, 

the greatest service the President can do to and for this country is to serve 

as the Chief Ex ecutive, to serve as President, to fulfill to the best of his 

great abilities the responsibilities of this high office and thats exactly 

what I expect him to do. Some of the rest of us will have to undertake some 

of the campaign responsibilities ~ I have over the years as you know tried to 

carry the message of our governement and our administration tothe American 

people, I will continue to do so. I also have a number of responsibilities 

which I feel necessary to ful f ill. The best politics, truthfully, is no 

politics. The best politics is public service, tending to your responsibilities 

fulfilling them well, and giving the national leadership. Thats exactly what 

the President will do. 

Question- Mr. V. P . you have compared the problem with the Democratic 

Party at the moment with the situation 20 years ago when Mr. Truman was a 

candidate and there was a split in the party. Is it really the same sir , 

we didn't have the Viet Nam issue at that time . 

fl. . No, but we had an issue that was every bit as D 1 ~ t.<..n1.V:- . We had a bitter 
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fight over American Foreign Policy I was involved in it in Minnesota. My X.. 

party in Minnesota came into being in 1946, the Democratic Farmer Labor 

Party. It was, I mean in 1944. It was literally destroyed in 1946 with the 

left-wing elements in the old farmer labor party taking full command and in 

1948 we had a knock-down, drag-out convention battle at every p~ifnct, ward 
{ J 

and county level in the state convention and it was over the issue of foreign 

policy, over the Truman Doctrine, over the policy of containment, over Presi-

dents Truman firm stand against Communist~pansion in Europe. Very much 

the same issue, but in a different part of the world and we went on to gain 

a tremendous v ictory. I help lead that fight, Orv~~reeman was my partner 

the President's Secretary of Agriculfture, we went on to carryout that fight, 

and I think there's a great deal of similarity. Not identical history never 

repeats itself in all of its particulars, but theres some lesson to draw from 

it and as you recall in 1948 the opposition to President Truman was not content 

to merely fight within the party, went on outside the party and set up the 

progressive party, and by the way the Chairman of the Progressive Party was 

from mfifi Minnesota the former governor, Elmer Benson. One of the most 

popular figures in Minnesota was the candidate Henry Wallace, and then you 
.Vf<tM 1Nf//lJI.idv!J also had the Dixiecrat Party, you had~t~rtbam, so you have today George 

Wallace with his political a pparatus and operation that is essentially based 

h . . 'ili, f . upon t e pr~nc~p c, "s o segregat~on. You have today the so-called new left, 

some of it is operative within the Democratic party some of it is operative 

outside of the Democratic party there is some similarity not necessasarily 

complete identity. 

Question - Does there seem to be more hope now for the President's sur-

tax program'? 

A. I hope so, I think this is a vital necessity. I would say the most 

important issue before the Congress of the United States today is the issue 

of fiscal responsibility which is ba s ed upon the necessity of the Congress 
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passing a very modest tax increase, 1¢ on each taxed dollar it will do more 

to help this country in terms of its economy, to help pay for the bills that 

we are getting for our cities and for this war. That tax is to help pay 

for the cost of the War to help to pay for the cost of the rehabilitation 

of our cities - to curb the threat of inflation to protect the value of the 

dollar and to keep this economy moving forward and for the Congress to delay 

in the passage of this tax is to threaten all of these great efforts. 

Question - Mr. Vice Presidens Mr Nixon claims that if elected Presi

dent that he would end the war in Viet Nam. What does he know sir that you 

people don't know apparently? 

A. We've been try ing to find out and let me put it right on the line. 

If anyone knows how to end that war with any degree of honor without America 

running away fre>m its responsibilities without America withdrawing in defeat 

if anyone knows how to end that war on honorable terms he has a solemn sacred 

high obligation to present that information to this governemtn. Because this 

government is looking for every way that it can find to bring about an honorable 

peace in Viet Nam. 

Question - Hr. Vice President why dont' we ex tend an .invitation to 

Mr. Nixon so that we can find out what he has in mind? 

(\ . Mr. Nixon is always welcome at any level of government -ex cept as an 

elected official. 

Question - Senator Clark has opposition in the primary in Pennsylvania. 

Do you think that Senator Clark will be re-nominated? 

These are matters that the State Committee takes care of I am out here 

to be of some help I hope to President J ohnson and to the national administratio 

Question- Mr. V. P . will were you personally maom6@60690R66R@m@IDID~9 

delighted by Rockefeller's pull-out? 

~ Well, quite candidly, I didn't have much reaction one way or the other. 

I thought that was a matter for the Republicans to settle. I have many friends 



- 5 -

in the Republican party and many social friends but when it comes to 

election here they seldom~ counsel with me as to What they ought to 

do and in fact they generally appreciate my keeping somewhat away from 

them. The decision Mr. Rockefeller made was his own decision I'm sure 

after very careful consultation in the ranks of his party, whatever they 

do is their business, what we do will be the nations business because we 

really plan to going on and winning this election. 

Question- Will this withdrawal help Mr. Johnson's chances in Nov

ember Mr. Humphrey. 

/1 . I don't think it has harmed him. 

Question - Mr. Rockefeller also turned dow n the possibility of 

running for the office of Vice President, whats wrong with that job? 

A Askad Mr. Rockefeller~ I like tt. In fact, I've made it quite clear 

from time to time that I've enjoyed theposition, I find it a position of 

responsibility and honor and I hope that I will be able to fulfill both 

of those requirements. 

Question - Will plans for austerity cut into the program for the 

ghetto? 

A. Well, unless we can get our tax bill through, our, all of our programs 

will be threatened. It is imperative that we start to pay our bills. Now 

the American people have had three tax reductions in the last four ::years. 

You cannot 0Q600 step us as we have your programs, eduction and health in 

urban redevelopment as much as 300% as we have done so, we've tripled these 

programs in the last four years without paying the bill . Nowif you want to 

build a better American if you want to fulfill for example some of the re

quirements of the recent report on civil disorders a report that I considered 

to be constructive , forthright and presenting a program that this nation 

needs very badly if you want to do thatyou've got to have the funds. You 

just can't go along on borrowed time and borrowed money. Now we can afford 
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these things, we have an economy of over $800 billion dollars the most 

prosperous economy that the world's ever known, that prosperity is 

threatened if we become reckless with our fiscal matters and therefore 

we're asking for a modest tax bill to give us some degree of fiscal 

responsibility. 

Question - Theres been some talk, Mr. Vice President of a possible 

summit meeting with the Soviet Union, do you know anything about that? 

A, No, I do not and the success of those meetings are usually predi-

cated on the least amount of talk prior to them. Diplomacy is a delicate 

business, successful diplomacy is even more delicate. 

Question - Where are we sir* on the Pueblo? 

;q J ust where we were. An unsolved matter, but at least the commotion 

over it has cooled down somewhat fortunately, the efforfll of our govern

ment to maintain a degree of calmness in the area I think hah~been fruit

ful, our diplomacy still continues to seek the release of that crew and the 

return of that ship. We have yet to exhaust all of the diplomatic efforts 

even up to the World Court itself. 

Question - ~ will get them back though? 

~. It is my hope, it is our intention. 

Q · M v· P ·d 1 t · · w· · d uest1on- r. 1ce res1 ent, yourAgo1ng 1nto 1scons1n to ay, can you 

tell us now what the Presiden'ts strength is in numerical terms, what percen-

tage of the vote will 

A. Well, ~are 
his delegates get? 

generally without honor in their own couty and p~ 

and politics . . b . I d b d ~f. are enter1ng a very precar1ous us1ness rna e roa pro c1es, 

I' detailed pro cies even on weather these days have been head somewhat. You 

notice that the weatherman u s ed to say that it was either going to rain or 

it was going to be sun shiny, now he says its 40$ rain or 80%, he hedges. 

but 

I hedge here a little bit too. I've been in Wisconsin as you know I have a littl ! 

bit of experience there. I think this is a very difficult f ight for us. Re,. 
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publican cross-over and my f riend Senator McCarthy has asked for a republican 

cross-over, could very we~ have a very serious e f fect upon the ~ministration, 
the Johnson ticket. It is not unusual for our republican f riends in Wisconsin 

when 

in a 

they have an uncontested primary in their 

little political ~over in the 

primary to indulge themselves 

Democratic precincts. This 

is an old habit that started a long time ago and when a candidate asks for 

a Republican cross-over into the Democratic primary you can rest assured that 

the invitation will be looked upon kindly. So, I think we can clearly under-

stand that one, there will be a republican cross - over that the republican 

cross-over will not be to the bene f it of President J ohnson. I think we ought 

to understand that there is a ve~ very vocal and active group of opponents 
1 

to the President in Wisconsin so its going to be a very hard fight. I can't 

predict its outcome except that we'll do the best we can. At best let me 

say that its nip and tuck. 
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