
Ana the fourth reallty that I woula put aown 1 

1s, that we have the best pol1t1cal system of all systems. 2 

3 
Now, I know that Wtnston Churchill haa a way of aescr1b1ng 

1t, ana I happen to be one of the fans of the late, b lovea 4 

5 
Wlnston Church!ll, I ' ve been reaalng hls works. W!nston 

�~�C�h�u�r�c�h�1�1�1� sala that aemocracy ls the worst possible form 6 N 
ex;> 

�~�o�f� government, except all others that have ever been tr!ea. 7 _g 
0 

�~�{ �L�A�U�G�H�T�E�R�)� Ana, we ' ve haCf an experience now of almost 200 8 0 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 
�~ �y�e�a�r�s�,� wtth thla polltlcal system, ana I aon' t thlnk we �~� 

M 
0 

�~ �o�u�g�h�t� to sell lt short. I aon•t thlnk lt has aecelvea or 0! 
0 
; falleCf the Amer1can people, I aon•t thlnk tt has crlpplea 
w z 
�0�~�h�e� 1na1v1aua1, I aon•ttn1nk lt has aeprlvea enterprise z 
<( 

�~�f� Its cnance. In fact, I thlnk lt ' s operatea pretty w 11 z 
w 
�~�n�a� what' s more Important about It , lt tenas to grow wlth I­
I/) 

'the natlon, ana lt tenas to aajust ltself to the neeas of 0 _.. 
5 
cthe nation. 
0 z 
�~� Ana, flnally , we have as the f1fth reallty 0 
u 
�~ �f� our tlme, gentlemen, we shoula have ln our mtnas the _.. 
<( 

�~ �n�o�w�l�e�a�g�e� that we have the r sources to ao whatever neeas 
�~� 
�~ �o� be aone, lf we ' re wllllng to apply them. Now, those 1-z 

esources may not .yet be fully aevelopea, but they' re here. 

na there 1sn•t a man ln thls room tonlght that lsn•t a 

lvlng example of what I ' m saylng. Everyone of you sometime, 

om how carne up the hara way. Everyone of you haa that 

nnate quallty of ablllty that h a to be aevelopea. Ana I 

16 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
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22 

23 

24 

h!nk that the beat testlrnony of Amerlca 1s not the a1ze 

f lt ' s skyscrapers , or even the amount of money ln 1t 1 s 

ank, or 1ts gross natlonal proauct . But I thlnk the best 

est of Amer1ca ls the quallty of lts people . Ana , really , 

hat ' s what we •re talklng about here thls even1ng . That ' s 

N 
~hat ' s maae thls country great . The leaaersh!p, the 
<X? 
N 

_weople . Ana you, gentlemen , ln th!S room ln your own 
0 

.D 
(3'18Y , ln your own l!ne of l!fe , ln your own enC!eavor, What-

~ver lt may be, you have g!ven proof to thls generallty 
M 
0 
~ 

~hat I •ve just utterea here ton!ght . That the true test 
0 
>-
30f a clvlllzat1on 1s not lts gooas or even lts services, 
w 
z 
dbut the character ana the qual1ty of lts people . Ana we z 
< --' 

~ave rearea out of thls great Amerlca of ours from very 
z 
w 
~ 

~la!n ana ora1nary people a qual!ty of people, an aristocracy, 
V) 

I 
can el1te basea on merlt, the llkes of Whlch th!s worla has 
--' 
:::::1 

Jnever known . Ana we contlnue to ao lt, nowwe •re reachlng 
z 
0 
~eeper lnto the fabr!c of our soc!ety . We •re reach1ng 
u 
w 
~aeeper 1nto areas that you men never thought was poss!ble 
< z 
gto touch or to reach, but you fauna the way to ao lt . 
< z 
~Ana we come from government to bus1ness , part!cularl y ln 
z 

hese recent years, ana have sala to you qulte cana1a1y, 

e aon •t have all the answers , 1n fact, we aon •t have many 

r the answers . Ana we come to you ln the splrlt , as I ' ve 

to you , on three other occasions of partnersh!p . We ' ve 

25 orne to you ana aala, look , thls ls your country, there lsn •t 
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1 a problem here 1n thls country that government alone can 

2 hanale, ana yet there 1sn •t a problem that lf we leave lt 

3 unsolved won ' t destroy both government ana the system, the 

4 system of free enterpr1se . So we come to you 1n a partner-

5 shlp, not as a aomlnant partner , but as a worklng partner, 
N 

6 ~ana say, let ' s joln together , let ' s pool our re ources, ~ 
N 

7 ~let ' s flna a way to employ , for example , the hara core 0 
~ 

8 ~nemployea , to rebu1la our cltle , to strengthen our system I 

9 ~of eaucatlon, to expand our enterprise, to lmprov our 0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

~ 

~forelgn trade , to flnO a way, lf you please, to save thls 0 
~ 

3natlon ln lts f1scal ana monetary matters , before the value w z 
~f the dollar ls destroyed, before we ' re faced wlth an < 
~ 

~nternatlonal monetary crlsls of monumental proportions . z w 
~ 

~4na , we •re even co~ng now to the people na saylng, qu1te ~ 

I 
ofrankly , help us to f1na the answers to the grave problems ~ 

~ 

0 
dDf fore1gn pollcy ana natlon 1 securlty . I aon •t thlnk z 
0 
~hls ls weakness on the part of government , frankly , I u w 
~ 

~thlnk thls 1s strength on th part of government , because < z 
2the only government that aares to come to a people ls a < z 
~ 

~overnment that can trust the people . The a1ctatorshlp z 

21 ever aares to go to the people . A monarchy , a royallst 

22 ystem never aares go to the people . The only government 

23 hat ever aares to go to the p ople for help ana for 

u nswers 1s a government that draws 1ta strength from the 

~ eople , ls of the people ana by the people ana, hopefully, 
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1 for the people . 

2 I ' ll take your quest1ons . Thank you very 

3 much . 

4 { APPLAUSE) 

5 MR . ca~LES : Hubert, you ' re very 1nsp!r!ng . 

6 ~I ' ll dare to ask the f1rst questlon, would you mlnd telllng, a;> 
N 

7 ~the group here ln thls room, when you flrst learnea of the 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

c 
li <3 Pres1aent 1 s aec!s!on not to stana for reelectlon ana now? 
I 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Oh boy! Well , I ' ll 

~ ruzz 1t a b1t because {LAUGHTER ) th re are certa1n th1ngs 0! 
0 
>-
3 that are a prlvllege but much of 1t has been ln our Free w 
z 
o Press ana I •a be glaa to wr!t a gooa art1c1 for Look . z 
<( 
-' 
~ From tlme to t1me , 1n the past year , I 1ve , of course, haa z 
w 
1-
~- though I thlnk you know !t goes w1thout saylng - I talk Cl) 

I 
a very frequently wlth the Prestaent , ana llke all human -' 
::::> 

~ belngs ana we ln pollt!cs are very human , that ' s both gooa 
z 
0 o ana baa , but we ' re very, very human , there are tlmes you 
u 
w 
~ get dlscouragea, there are t1mes that you fell xc1tea , 
<( 
z 
@lnsplrea ana there have been some tlmes , of course , when 
<( 
z 
~ you look aheaa ana you wonaer whether you ' re aolng wh t you z 

ought toao , whether what you ' re Oolng ls what Wlll best serve 

22 the natlon . I thlnk you have to keep ln mlna one th1ng about 

23 that Preslaeney . Once you ' ve been there, even lf you ' ve just 

u been look!ng arouna corn rs, 11ke I have , belleve me that ' s 

~ the ena of the llne as far as wh t can happ n to you ana your 
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1 
country~ that ls 1e, that ' s the apex . Ana I' ve hearo 

2 
the Presldent say , from t1me to tlme, to me that he was 

3 
aoubtful as to Whether or not he would seeK another term. 

4 
But I have always,. more or less, felt that that was , well, 

5 
Just the way any of us get, you know, you get a 11ttle 

6 ~Olsoouragea. I never say th!s too often at home , or 
a;> 
N 

7 ~compla1n too much, because Mrs . Humphrey always says, 
0 

8 ~well, you know , ncbody really aernar;as that you be ln 
I 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

;!I)Ubllc off1ce (LAUGHTER ) I nave a very good leve11ng 
M 
0 
~ 

~lnfluenoe 1n my household, as the Cowles Brothers know 
IX 
0 
>-
~here • . But on Sunday, th1s past Sunaay, tne Pres!aent 
w 
z 
ciCalle<l ana sa1a he wanted to drop over and have some coffee"' 
z 
<( __. 
~n<l he aoes come by, once ln awh11e, at our apartment, we 
z 
w 
1-
$'0 v1s1t. Th1s t1me I knew that he must have someth1ng 
I/) 

I . b b lk l ~xtra 1n m!t.nct, ecause we naa een ta 1ng a great aea . 
__. 
:=1 

~bout what fl1s message woula be to the natlon, you know 
z 
~hat I have aa1cr, I hope you •ve reaa that I rtla say that 
0 
u 
w 
ewe were maklng a very care~ul exam1natlon or our pollcy __. 
<( 
z 
QI.n Southeast Asia , we were rev1ew1ng lt . And as Dean Rusk 
1-
<( 
z 
3Ba1a, rrom A to z, ana I trle<l to flna another letter ln 
1- ~ 

z 
ne alphabet, just to get a llttle anea<l of Dean Rusk on 

t, but I sa1a , we were rev1ewlng 1t completely . An<l the 

23 resldent came by ana we went off to our stuay ana ne 

· 25 .lsoussea lt . Ana he has a sort of a f111ng system that 

20 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

ho carrles ln hls rlght-hana pocket , rlght up here , ana 
he pulls out - ana I ' m beglnnlng to do lt too - 1t just 
proves what can happen to you 1n thls business , ana he 
pullea out a couple of papers ana he showea me one paper 
ana he sa1a, "'fhls 1s , what ao you thlnk about thls for 

~an enalng?" I lookea at lt ana I thought lt was pretty ex;> 
N 

_ggooa . Tllen he lookea at me ana he s 1a , "Now thls lS 0 ..... 
...0 
(3one that I 1ve been thlnklng about for a long tlme , I 

.:!want you to take a look at thls one . " In fact, as you M 
0 
~ 

~read, I thlnk , ln the press he 1na1c tea, he sa1a , "You, 0 
>-
3know , I haa plannea on uslng thls one at the State of the w 
z 
oUnlon Aaaress , but I 1a glven lt to Laay Blr<l to look over z 
<( ...... 
~na she w nt to the halraresser ana took lt wlth her . z 
w 
t-

~na when we lookea 1t over, I reaa lt, ana lt reaa very en 
I 

obeautlfully, very mov1ng1nly, untll about the last four ...... 
~ 

<' JSentences, that ' s the sentences I was talklng about, I z 
~now Mlke Cowles haa one of hls wrlters f1x that up , I u 
w 

~elleve that ln all sln- not really, Mlke - I reaa 1t, <( 
z 
~na I sa1a , "Mr . 
<( 
z 

Pres10ent, I hope that you woulan •t ao 
for 

~hat. tl 
z 

Ana then we sat ana talkea,fqulte awhlle, about 
21 hy he felt as he a1a . Now , he ' s explalnea thls to you , 
22 n conslaerable aetall ana lt aoesn •t requlre any more 
23 xplanat1on on my part . He a 1a 1n hls aaaress why he felt 
u hat he ought to renounce any ambltlons for a secona term 
25 na make lt qulte posltlve, not only qulte, unequlvocally 
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1 
osltlve that he woul~ not accept the no~natlon for a 

2 term. When I rea~ that, to be qu1te honest wtth 

3 
ou, I was very upset , sa~~enea, I hopea that he woul~n ' t 

4 
that way, ana yet after we ~lscusaeo 1t for about a 

5 
alf an hour I coul~ fully un~eratan~ why he ata feel 

6 ~that way. Ana when he left, he walkea over ana was golng 
CXl 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

N 
~out the aoor ana he put hls arms arouna my wlfe , that goes 
0 

..0 1n the Presl<lent1al Fam11y, I want to know, (5alrlght you m n 

;:!Mrs . Humphrey ls very rona of the Preslaent n~ he ls of 
("') 

0 
~ 

~her, ana he gave her a btg k1sa ana when he went out the 
0 
>-
~oor he look a at me an~ he sala, knowtng that I - you 
w 
z 
o~now there are tlmes that a fellow aoes get a little too 
z 
<( 
--' 

~talkatlve - not me, of course - but, he ala thts . I trtea 
z 
w 
I-
~to explatn to Mrs . Humphrey on the way to the Alrport, we 
V) 

I 
0 we ' re golng to leave from Anarews Alrport Base, that noon, 
--' 
;:) 

~to go to Mextco, for the stgnlng of the Nuclear Proh1b1tlon 

z 
~reaty , ln Mexlco , whlch bans the usc of nuclear weapons of 

u 
w 

~the statlon ana nuclear weapons ln the Latln Amerlcan 
<( 
z 
gcountrles, I trtea to explain to her that the Presta nt 
<( 
z 
~as qulte atacourag a, that he was concern a about the 
z 

21 natlon, about hla atvlslon, bout the partl nshlp 1n our 

22 own party, prlmarlly, that he was cone rnea that hls work 

23 to try to brlng a peaceful solution to the War ln Vletnam 

u as be1ng Jeoparatzea by thls fratrlctaal struggle an~ that 

25 he thought he haa to ao something that woula unite the natlon, 
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1 
remove hlmself as the sourc of any posslble a1ssentlon 

2 na trouble ana, at the same tlme, be able to aea1cate h1s 

3 
llfe to the remalnlng months of hls career,as Preslaent, 

4 
to the consummatlon of a ju t ana enaurlng p ac • Well, 

5 
I coulan •t tell her, you know , you just aon •t go arouna 

~tell1ng veryboay arouna what nappene<l . But, I s 1a , "Mom., 6 00 

N 

7 ~Mur:t.el , you kno 1 he ' s <llscouragea an<l I don ' t know what 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

0 

li CPe ' s golng to <lo , an<l just sort of braclng her for lt . 
I 
~ell, when we got to M xlco . 
M 
0 
~ 

~unnlest thlng happened to me 
IX 
0 
>-
~na lt llt rally ata , but we 
w 
z 
OEmbassy, Ambassaaor Freeman , z 
<( 
...J 

~ mlght aaa ., ln f.1exlco Cl ty . 
z 
w 
1-

s>realaent of Mexlco anCI Mrs . 
C/) 

An<l I was golng to say the 

on the way to M xlco Clty, 

were at the Embassy, U.S. 

one of our real top Ambassacrors., 

Presl<lent Dlos Hoc:! a, the 

Dlos Hoaas came over to the 
I 

mbassy for a CJ1nner that I was prlvll g <l to host anCI I 
...J 

:::1 

~askea for the prlvllege of lttlng off ln the Library ana 
z 
~lstenlng to thls speech . We got lt ln on Vo1ce of Amer1ca 
u 
w 
~na we llstenea to the speech . Ana at about ten m!nut s < z 
9after the speech opene<l, I recelvea a call from the Whlte 1-
<( 
z 
ffiHouse , from Mr . Watson, Who 1s the PreslCient ' s Secretary, 1-z 

na I knew there were two enCilngs to the speech, ana I 

ece!vea a call ana Mr . Watson sa!a, "Mr . Vlce Preslctent ., 

thlnk you ought to know., as you ar aware of on your 

ornlngs vlslt w!th the Pres:t.aent that 1t 1s numb r 2 . " 

25 ncr I sa 1a, "We 11 , thank you . " But I was very unhappy, to 
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1 
be qu1te frank about lt . But I must say that I thlnk 

2 
h1story Wlll record that thls was a very, very Important 

3 
speech . In 1t text, substance , 1n lts purpose . I thlnk , 

also, what the Pres1aent 010 was to extrlcate the Presl -
4 

5 
aency, the Off1ce, from the lncrea1ble struggle that 

~seems to surrouno lt toaay . A struggle wh1ch 1s not 6 N 
~ 
N 

7 
iatrlctly part1san ana you men ought to know about 1t . A 
c 

8 
~struggle that 1s lnvolvea ln a whole klna of new soclal 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

I 
!ferm nt that rlses up lnto llterally bellowlng flames of 
M 
0 

~extrem1sm na m111tancy that the 11kes of Whlch thla 
~ 

0 
; country hasn ' t seen for many a ye r . I've wltnessea lt 
w 
z 
0~ut on the publlc stump, bellev me . I ' ve haa to walk 
z 
~ 
~through the llnes, I ' ve haa to hear the people c 11 me 
z w 
~n assassln, ana hear the w11o shrleks of people who thlnk 
~ 
~ 

1that we haven ' t oone enough, when many of you thlnk that 0 
~ 

~ 

~e•ve alreaay aone too much . Ana what the Preslaent 010 
~ z 
~no what he aec1aea to ao, ana I th1nk very properly, was 
0 
u 
~to preserve the honor ana the lntegrlty ana the Olgn1ty 
~ 

~ 

Bof the Offlce of the Pres1aency so that whom ver may 
~ 
~ z moccupy lt from here on out woula have the same obllgat1on 
~ z 

na not to prost1tute that Off1ce, 1n a bltter conf11ct 

hat ls ugly ana almost v1olent, ln oraer to become the 

omlnee of a party on the one hana ana to be the vlctor 

n an el ctlon on the other hana . I thlnk he 010 a great 

ob ana I, of course , feel as you ao, v ry nonorea by lt . 
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1 (APPLAUSE) 

2 Any other quest1ons around here? That was 

3 klna of a sentimental one for me . 

4 Yes slr? 

5 FROM THE FLOOR:· Slr, are you plannlng to 

N 

6 ~un for the Presidency? 
00 

N 
~ 

7 ~ VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY~ Oh, my gooanes ! 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

0 
~ 
~re you Wlth the Assoclatea Press? ( LAUGHTER) I ' ll 

~nswer your question, as I have to others. 
M 
0 

I have no plans 
~ 

~r1ght now, I really aon 1 t, except to ao my Job . Thls 1s a 
0 
~ 

~very serlous - very s r1ous aeclslon for any man . I suppose 
w z 
oUnder these circumstances, e1ght years ago, w1thout know1ng 
z 
< 
~ 

~what I know now, I mlght have sa1a, well, lt looks very 
z w 
~ 

~lnvltlng, you know? But I have seen a Pres1aent , I thlnk 
~ 

I 
oi nave some ldea of what lt means to see a man wrestle w1th 
~ 

~ 

0 
0 tnese lncredlbly dlfflcult problems . Ana llterally looklng 
z 
0 
~for handles and not belng able to flna them. To wrestle 
u w 

~wlth the problems of International monetary pollcy that are 
< z 
@not really under your control alone, to try to flna orne way 
< z 
~ 

~ln thls world of change and vlolencc ana ferment, to bring 
z 

about at least a modlcum of peace or to preserve ourself 

22 from the po slblllty of nuclear destruction . Ana after 

23 you ' ve been around that Whlte Hous , a llttle blt, ana sat 

u In the National Security Counsel about three ana a half years, 

~ ana be n at Cabinet Meetings, ana been at a sltuatlon room, 
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1 
aay after aay ana nlgnt after nlght 1n the ~daale East Crlsls , 

2 
crlsls 1n Cyprus ana tne Dom1n1oan Republ!c, and to have the 

3 
reports come back from General Westmoreland ana General 

4 
Abrams ana a1t aown ana talk across the table wlth Kosegan , 

5 
you really thlnk a gooa aeal before you say quickly tnat 

~you • .re go1ng to be a canalaate for anyth1ng . I ' m a public 6 C'l 
CX? 
N 

7 
_gman, I ' m a pollt1cal man, I aon ' t know wnat I w111 ao . All 
c 

8 
~I know ls that I ' m golng to seek a lot of aavlce . In the 
I 

9 
;:meantlme, I ' m golng to try to Oo rrr:y job . I happen to 
(") 
0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~bell.eve that the best polltlcs ls no polltl.cs . I th1nk 
0! 
0 
>-
~the best polltl.cs, ana I keep drlvlng thls home to my offlce, 
w 
z 
0the best poll.tl.cs 1s to make as few m1stakes as you can ana 
z 
<( 

~o the most that you can, w1thout regard to party, ana to 
z 
w 

~try to, at least, mertt the respect, lf' not the affect1on 
I­
V) 

1the respect of the Amerlcan publlc because you try to ~o 0 
--' 
3 
~our job . Now, my Job ls not the most lmportant one . But 
0 z 
~t 1a my job . An<! lf I ao that well, sorneboay mlght thlnk 
0 
u 
~hat I could ao another Job, at least part1ally as well . 
--' 
<( 
z 
alna that ' s the way I look at lt . (APPLAUSE} 
i= 
<( 
z 
ffi FROM THE FLOOR: Mr . Vlce Pres~aent, I ' m 
1-z 

most of us, last nlght ll.stenlng between ten ana eleven 

o a broa.acast, ana one of the gentlemen , let us say we shall 

nname, sa1CI that as a result of Preslaent Johnson ' s statement, 

e sale! that he no longer ls a pollt1cal lnfluence nor aoes he 

ave any affect on who mlght be the aemocratlc nomlnee . Thls 



1 was, of course, .... Do you feel that ae a result oi' what 

2 he has ~one that the Preslaent doesn ' t have any polltleal 

3 ln.fluence on who shall be th aemocratlc nomlnee? 

4 VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, I oo not 

5 feel so . I tfllnk lt aepencrs entlrely on what the Pres! ... 
N 

6 ~dent w1snes to ao . I thlnk that lt ehoula be qulte clear a:> 
N 

7 itllat the Preslaent has llftea himself above the contest 1n 
0 
..... 

..0 

8 C>the Demooratlc Party . He hassa1a, almost as D!ck Daly salo. 

9 ~the r~yor of cn1cago , that we need a sort of a moratorium 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

0 
~ 

~n some of the confllct wlth1n the ranks . But the power 
0 
>-
3Qf the Presldeney 1 my fr1ena, ls a tremendous power . It ' s w 
z 
ga magnlflcent power, too, lf 1t 1 s properly usea. Any man 
<{ .... 
~that •s Preslaent , at any t:tme, has a great 1nr1uenc.e on z 
w 
t-

~verythlng , w.hat you ao , wnat I ao , what nappens to me, C/) 

I 
cwnat happens to you, What happens to anybody else . Ana I .... 
::J 

~th1nk that a statement such as that, does not represent 
z 
0 
~hat I would call a aeep mature th1nklng . Now the Pres1-
u 
w 
0:: 3]ent may not take any hana 1n matte~ that ' s ent1rely <{ 
z 
SProbable . I aon rt know . I , frankly , have not Cflscussea <( 
z 
~he sltuatlon wlth hlm. I was at a meet1ng th1s mornlng z 

the leaaers of the Democratlc Leaaers of the House ana 

e Senate, wh1ch 1s our regular Tuesaay morn1ng meetlng . 

a1scuss po11tlcs , we Cfldn ' t Cflseuss the future 

Hubert Humphrey, or the future of the PreslOent of the 

25 nltea States , or the future or anyboay . We Just ala not . 
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1 Now, w maybe Wlll, I woula hope that we woula . But we 

2 Cflan •t. But I am conv1ncea of one thlng thatanyone that 

3 says that the Pres1aent has no Influence, even lf they call 

4 h1m what they say, lame <'luck, after you make the announce -

s ment, 1s not rea<'llng Amerlcan history. After all, you have 
N 

6 ~only one Preslaent between now ana the twentieth aay of 
CX? 
N 

7 £January to high noon ana every man 1n thls room knows It . 
c .... 

...c 
8 6Now, there may be some fellow that Is trylng to Interpret 

I 

9 ~that aoesn •t know lt but, I'll guarantee, the men of 
0 

10 ~ business know lt, the men of flnance know lt, ana those of 
0 
>-

11 ~us that llve 1n thls polltlcal w , most of us, most 
z 

12 ~of us know lt . Of course, the wlsh can be the father of 
<( ..... 
en 

13 ~the thought . I aon •t know who sa1a that but there are an 
w 
t-

14 ~awful lot of wlshers, ana not enough thlnkers . (APPLAUSE) 
I 

15 FROM THE FLOOR: Inalstlngulshable . 

16 VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, I atan •t 
0 

17 ~come up her to elther launch hl campalgn or to slnk lt . 
u w 
0:: 

18 ..... In fact, nor mlne, cause I haven ' t even as much as spel1ea <( 
z 

19 2out the wora . But I a1a say to a group of Reporters out <( 
z 
0:: 

20 ~here, ana I • ve never seen qul te so many Reporters, lately, z 

21 I guess they ' re all 1nterestea ln my trlp to Mexlco, wherever 

28 

22 I go, but I salCI you can ' t te 11 who wlll be ln the vlorl<'l Ser1es , 

23 on the basls of what happens ln the grapefruit league . Thls ls 

~ the month ( LAUGHTER) (APPLAUSE) - thls ls Aprll, ana the Con-

· 25 vent1on ls August . Now, the Wasnlngton Senators are really at 



1 top of the llst , you know, I hope you ' ll forglve me 

2 or these parochial prejualces , but as a Twln supporter 

3 e •re second only to Boston . Boston who was the league 

4 eaaer 1n the Amerlcan League , Bless thelr souls , ls at 

5 he bottom, next are the Twlns . We dld all right 1 last 
N 

6 ~ear-, both of us . Right now, Wash1ngton Senators, Bless 0\l 
N 

7 _fthelr hearts, are r1ght up there, they 1 ve\«>n every game 
0 ... 

..0 

8 Ckga1nst the National League , they ' ve even been ao1ng good 
I 

9 ~n the Amerlean League , they look g ... r - e -a ... t ln M 
0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

~ 

~pr11 - Have you ever seen them 1n September? So, I 
0 
>-
~ess that ' s my answer, I aon •t know what ' s golng to w 
z 
~appen . 
<( 
-' 
(/) 

z 
w 
1-

( APPLAUSE) 

FROM THE FLOOR~ You sa1a that ln the last 

;:half' hour of your alsc.usslon W1th the Pres1tlent tnat he (/) 

I 
c:Jna.Oe lt clear to you , why . 
-' 

Goula you comment on some of 
;::) 
() 

16 0 the reasons? 
z 
0 

17 0 VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, I thlnk I 
u 
w 

18 ~houla leave that pretty much to the Preslaent . I thlnk <( 
z 

19 2that the art1cles that have been written s1nce are rather <( 
z 

20 ~lnterpretl. ve . The President was extremely canCJlcl ln h1s z 

21 1nal fl ve m1nutes of that splenola aaoress . I thl.nl< he 

22 eant every wora of wnat he sal<l, I hope you • ll reaa 1t 

23 very, very carefully . 

u FROM THE FLOOR: Isn ' t that wnat he sa10 

25 to you that maae you ? 
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1 
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes slr . I .. 

2 Yea slr . Thank you . 

3 FROM THE FLOOR: Mr . Vlce Pres1aent 1 wou1d 

4 
you care to cowment on what your op1n1on ls as to the 

5 
posslble response to lthe Hano1 to Mr . Johnson ' s latest 

6 ~ att~mpts at de-escalatlon of the War . 
a;> ' 
N 
.... 

7 _g VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well~ of course , 
c 

8 ~ the honest answer la, I just aon •t know . I really aon •t . 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

I 
::! My surm!se ls that they wlll not respond very favorably . 
M 
0 
~ 

~ That ' s my surmlse , My hope ls tnat they Wlll respond ~ 

0 
>-
~ ravorably . I thlnk I should tell you that our appeal was 
w 
z 
0 not only to Hanol . That thls message was not someth1ng z 
<( 
....J 

~ that was prepared hast!ly . That before thls message was 
z 
w ..... 
~ ever aellverea, that contacts had been maGe, as you could 
I 

0 1mag1ne, ln the Soviet Unlon , ln Great Brltaln, ln France, 
....J 

3 
0 1n Italy, 1n the countrles of Asla . We have to try to 0 z 
~ f1na out, at least to 1nform other nat1ons as to tfle 0 
u 
w 
~general tenure of What We had 1n rnlml . Because 1n that ....J 
<( 
z 
Qmessage the Preslaent called upon the two eo~chalrmen of ..... 
<( 
z . ffi the Geneva Conference, the Sovlet Unlon ana the Unltea 1-z 

K1ngaom, to reconvene the conference ana try to f1na a way 

22 or solvlng th1s problem. He appolntea two of the most 

23 mature and , I thlnk, the most b:rllllant negotlators we 

30 

u have ana, I th1nk, looklng at the personality ana the recora 

25 of those negotlators Wlll tell you a great aeal of what he 



1 haa ln mlna, Aver111 Harrlman , on the one hana who knows 

2 a reat aeal about the Sovlet Unlon, who negotlatea agree-

3 menta In Southeast Aala before ln the Instance of Laos . 

4 Ana the other one Lleweln Thompson who Is hlghly regaraea 

5 ln the Sovlet Un1 n ana 1a conslaerea an expert on Sovlet 
N 

6 ~American relatlonshlps . Insofar as the mllltary aspect 
00 
N 

7 ~of hls message ls concerned, lt was not a benlgerent 
0 

li 
8 6 mesaage, the numbers of troops that were commlttea were 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

I 

!mln1mal, they were support troops . 
(") 
0 

Ant"! I m1ght aaa that 

~they a1an •t come anywhere ' s near , a1a they, to the heaa ­o 
>-
~lines that you reaa here, when you were tola that some w 
z 
~four hunarea thousana woula be - were requested , ana some 
<( 
-' 

~two hunarea ana slx thousana would be sent . You have to z 
w 
I-

~be so very, very careful, gentlemen, because there are en 
I 

galways people that are asklng for something that aoesn •t 
::::> 
0 

16 0 happen . As a matter of fact, you folks ought to be awfUlly 
z 
0 

17 0glaa that lt aoesn ' t happen . Dld you ever look at some of 
u 
w 

18 ~those bllls I lntroaucea ln Congress? (LAUGHTER) I askea 
<( 
z 

19 9br a lot or thlngs ana I knew that I wasn ' t golng to get 
<( 
z 
0:: 20 ~lt, too . But It ' s a bargalnlng pos1t1on, ana you try to z 

21 stake out a posltlon ana there lsn •t any <1oubt but what 

22 ost llkely some Colonel, some staff officers, somewhere 

23 own the 11ne, ln the ~lltary, flushea up some blg flgure . 

u na , I ' ll tell you something, If you aon ' t have a gooa tltle 

25 n thls government, you can always get a g - 0 ~ o - a 
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1 feeling lf you just leak something that looks v ry big, 

2 lt makes you feel very gooa for about an hour or so -

3 or a aay or so . Now, we haa no Intention or any such 

4 numbers of troops . There were thlrte n thousana troops 

5 commlttea ln this message ana the Pentagon Indicates 
N 

6 ~ toaay that there ' ll be maybe a moaest call-up of some 
00 
N 

7 ~reserves . But only for the purpose of our strategic 
c 

1i 
8 ~ reserve . So the message was a conclllatory message, 

I 

9 ~ that ' s what I ' m try!ng to tell you . It was not a 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

0 
~ 

~ b lligerent message, lt wa~ not b lllcose, lt 1s not a 
0 
>-
3mesaage of esc lation, It ls a message of an appeal w 
z 
~through the proper channels for an honorable peac , not 
<i 
--' 
V) - a fake pe ce, not a phony peace, ana lt was a responsible z 
w ..... 
~message In terms of our troops In South VIetnam, namely 
I 

gthat we woula still have to make ure that the arterles 
::I 
C) 
e>of lnfntration were subject to some bombardment so that 
z 
i5 
~the flow of gooas which comes from the north to the south 
u 
w 
0:: _. coula be somewhat lmpeaea . Now , I must tell you, In all 
<i z 
@candor, that the north Is building up their forces In the 
<i z 
0:: 

~ south, ana they have been ana we can surely expect a very, z 

very, alfflcult Summer, unless we can get some peace 

22 negotiations going . Now, we ' ve b en working, gentlemen, 

23 behlna the scenes for months . It ' s no secret, I thlnk 

U that we really ought to even tell you mor than we ao . I 

~ think you ought to know that we ' ve haa contacts, very gooa 
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1 ork1ng contacts with people In nastern European Countrles 

2 have been to Hanol . Wlth Aslan Countries tnat have 

3 to Hano1. With the Sovlet Un1on , through Mr . Kosegan . 

4 lth the Unlte~ K1ngdom, through Mr . W11son, an~ others . 

5 o the Holy Sea, through the Pope . Through Yugoslavia . 
N 

6 ~Yes, we •ve haa all kinds of contacts . The truth ls , how-
co 
N 

7 ~ever, that none of them have been proauct1ve . None of 
c ... 

..0 

8 6tnem. Nevertheless, lt ls the duty of the Prealdent of 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

I 

!The Unltea States to try to flna a way to bring this 
M 
0 

~blooasnea to an en~ . And to ~o It without aestroylng 
0 
>-
~everything that we stana for, ana wlthout seeklng a 
w 
z 
~1shonorable peace . Thls ls the most a1ff1cult asslgn­
< _, 

~ment of all . I 1ve oeen Involve~ all of these three ana a 
z 
w 
1-

~half years, gentlemen, ln all of these aeclslons , ana I 
tl) 

I 
oaon 't thlnk that any of you woula be unmlnaful of the _, 
::::l 
(!) 
;tact that men that have strong polnts of vlews , occasionally 
z 
0 
0express those polnts of v1ew . Your government ls not a 
u 
w 
co:: _.monol1th, your Pres1aent aoesn •t ask n1s Cabinet to stana 
<{ 
z 
2up an~ say yes, yes, yes, I 1 ve heara all that nonsense . 
<{ 
z 
co:: 
~ut there are men on the National Security Counc1l ana 
z 

avlsors brought from outsi~e to that Councll that have 

statea their point of vlew as canalaly as any of you ln 

23 th1s room woula state your point of vlew to me . But when 

24 1t 1 s all sala ana aone, after the aebate, the a1scuss1on 

25 na the alssent, all of Whlch Is so pleasurable , I 1 ve 
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1 
1nau1gea 1n all of 1t, an unaue amount of d1scuss1on 

2 
and an a.aequate amount of aebate and a su:ttable amount 

3 
of a:tssent, that ' s been my llfe . But I ' ll guarantee that 

4 
\'then you have to get aown to that other one calleel aec1s1on, 

5 
that •s when you really separate the men from the boys, and 

6 ~that ' s when 1t gets a1ff1cult . Ana the only man that has 
co 
N 

7 _gto make the aecls1on ls the Pres1<lent . Secretary of State 
0 ... 

..0 

8 c:5or the Secretary of Defense, they can say, !f tnlnga go 
I 

9 ~wrong, well, gee, I dlan •t real:tze lt was golng to be that 
M 
0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

~ 

~l'tay, Mr . Presldent . But he nasn •t anyboay to talk to, 
0 
>-
~save Goa Alm1ghty .. Ana somet1mes people aon ' t even bel1eve 
w 
z 
o~ou 1 re talklng to blm. So that ' s about all I can tell you z 
<{ ..... 
~about wnat •s go1ng to happen . 
z 
w 

3 FROM THE FLOOR: Mr . Vlce Pres1Cient, Just .., 
I 

0 to ch ng the subject a 11ttle blt , as a posslble cana1aate ..... 
3 
0 to the offlce of Pres10ency w!th all the pressure we have 0 z 
~over the vmrlCi on ttle Amerlcan Dollar, what ao you th1nk 0 
u 
w 
~ls the future of the Amer1oan Dolla~? ..... 
<{ 
z 
o VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The economy. Th1s 
~ z 
ffieconomy . Th1s ls the secret to the Amerlcan Dollar, wlthout 1-z 

34 

21 aoubt . Now, ! 1m not unm1naru1 of the lnternat1onal arrange-

22 nts Whlch one must have ln terms of convert4b111ty .. I ' m not 

23 that we abanaon pell-mell what we call the gola as 

24 means of eorne form of Internatlonal monetary stab111ty. But 

25 _the most Important thlng about the aollar 1s th1s economy. 



1 Whether or not lt ls an economy that 1s chewed up by 

2 lnf1at1on, Whether 1t 1 s an economy that ls feather beacsecr, 

3 whether lt ' s an economy that ls procructlve , whether lt ' s 

4 an economy that can proauce goocrs ana servlcea that are 

5 competltlve at nome ana abroacr . That ' s what counts on 

6 ~the aollar . Ana I ' m not wlse enough , I •m ,not a monetary 
0? 
N 

7 ~mealcal man , nor a med1c1ne man , I don •t know all about 
c 
li 

8 ~ the gold bualness, even though I reaa a great aeal about 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

I 

;! 1 t . 
("') 
0 
~ 

I thlnk the recent meettng ln Stockholm can be con~ 

~ a1aerea to be, at least, a temporary vlctory for Inter ... 
0 
>-
3:natlonal Flscal ana Monetary respons1b1llty , provlded w 
z 
othat we act responslbly . Now, the s1mple truth ls , z 
<( 
--' 

~gentlemen, an!l thls w111 shock some of' you , we have slmply z 
w 
~ 

~got to put the Amerlean Flscal anc.1 Monetary House ln orlfer. If) 

I 
oAna we got to ao lt, ana lt 1s go1ng to be pa1nful . Ana --' 
3 
~some of us that have been llberals all of our l1fe are 
z 
~golng to catch hell . But we ' re go1ng to have to reauce 
u 
w 
~some expenaltures, we ' re golng to try to have to brlng <( 
z 
gaome better balance ln our Balance-or ... Paymenta ana we ' re 
<( 
z 
~olng to have to get a tax B1ll . Now, there 1sn •t any z 

21 ther way out of lt . Untll we act that way tnere•s no 

22 ope . (APPLAUSE) You have to llve a long tlme 1n thls 

23 overnment, I ' ve sometlmea come to that conclus1on, but 

25 Yes s1r. 
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1 FROM THE FLOOR: ~w . Vlce Presldent, how 010 

2 ou appra1se the ablllty of the South Vletnamese Government 

3 

4 VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well , lf they 

5 oula ever be relleved of the constant attack, I thlnk 

6 ~hey could ao fa1rly well . There are great dlfferences 
00 

N 

7 jpf oplnlon about thls . I ' d llke to revlew lt, as I see 
0 

8 ~t . Let me just start out by telllng you that Hoohl Mlng 

9 

IO 

II 

I2 

I3 

I4 

15 

I 
~s no Aslan Santa Claus, that ' s number one . Some people 
M 
0 

~hlnk so, but he 1s not . I won ' t buraen you Wlth the 
0 
~ 

~etalls of hls llfe, but he startea out as a conflrmea 
w 
z 
dhara core communlst at age 18, ana he nasn •t changea . A z 
< 
~ 

~retty ola man, he ' s 1n hls 6o •s or 70 ' s . He startea out z w 
~ 

~s a phlloaophlcal commun1st and became an aotlve one, 
~ 

I 
~aucatea ana tralnea 1n France . Seconaly, he ' s no 
~ 

~ 

16 dPartlcular social worker . Th1raly, he ' s never been electea 
z 

I7 ~o anything 1n hls 11fe . Now , many of the cr1tlcs of South 
u w 

19 ~1etnam po1nt out the corrupt1on 1n South Vletnam. I guess 
< z 

I9 £there ' s plenty of lt . But the greatest oorrupt1on of all 
< z 

20 ~ls a1ctatorshlp . That ' s the worst klna of corruption . Ana 
~ ls 

21 hat/the corruptlon of communlsm, that the corruptlon of 

22 lotatorshlp . Now, What about South Vletnam? They ' ve haa 

23 lect1ons . They haven ' t been all that you ana I ' a want , 

some of ours at home are not as gooa as we •a llke elther . 

25 by ana large they were pretty gooa . At least , for people 
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1 that haa' never known a free system of government , or at 

2 least a mocr1cum of freeaom, they were pretty gooa . There 

3 nave been Cf!strlct elections, village elections over 1600 

4 Vlllages naa thelr elections . There have been elections 

5 ln the Provinces, there were elections for the Congress 
N 

6 ~ or the Upper House ana the Lower House . An('! by the way, 
0? 
N 

7 ~not once has tb!s Upper House ana Lower House been cren!ed 
c ... 

...0 

8 c; 1 ts power . Wnen Pres!Cfent Cheu Who was elected wanted to 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

;!have marsl1a11 law ana wantea to nave emergency powers , he M 
0 
~ 

~ had to go to the Congress ana the Congress aenlecr 1t . Ana 
0 
>-
~ the Congress was not locked up, lt wasn ' t Cflsbanaea like w 
z 
ci the Tnlra Reich cr!sbanaea the Relchstag , 1t still funct1ons . z 
< 
...J 

~Ana some of the most eruet1te, well eaucatea , knowleagea.ble z 
w 
1-

~people ln VIetnam serve ln the Senate In the V.!etnam V) 

I 
o Congresa and 1n the House of Representatlves . ...J Now~ Pres1 -
5 

16 ~aent Cneu Is trying to be President of a country that •a 
z 

17 ~never known an effectlve central government . The powers 
u 
w 

18 ~or the government ln Salgon to reach out to a11 the 
< z 

19 g Prov1nces ana Vlllages., I th1nk , ls rather limlteel . But 
<( 
z 

20 ~ I believe that lt should be noteo that the pr1me purpose z 
21 of the Thet o:ffens1ve was to aestroy tnat government . 

22 Ana many people aon ' t unaerstana l'lf'lat happene,a ln that That 

23 offensive, ana I guess tlme aoesn •t perm1t !t here tonlght. 

24 But the prime ob,jectlve of Hochl rtlln s1nce 1954 When the 

25 Geneva accoras were slgneCI, the prime object! ve 15 the 
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1 pol1t1cal control of the south . Now, 1f he can get that 

2 through a free elect1on, that ' s someth1ng you ' ll have to 

3 llve t.'l!th . Cause we belleve 1n free elect1ons . If 1t ' s 

4 Internationally superv1sea , 1f lt comes under the aeg!a 

5 of the Un!teCI Nat1ons a r an appropr1ate nat1onal boCJy , 
N 

6 ~where there 
ex;> 

!s falr play, but Hoch1 M1n 1 s record from 1954 
N 

7 _E to 1961 was that he a1an •t succeea ln aolng that . Now 
c 

1i 
8 o rnany people say well, they should have had the electlon 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

I 

! 1n ' 56, wny a1an •t they have the electlon 1n 156, Whlch M 
0 
~ 

~was s1gnea by the Geneva accord of 154, because Roehl Mln 
0 
>-
3;WOUld not perm1t International lnspeotlon ln North Vletnam, w 
z 
obut woula want an Internat1ona1 lnspectlon or a free z 
< _. 
~electlon 1n South Vletnam. Thls woula be exactly l:tke a z 
w 
1-

~Republloan can<lldate , or let me say a Democratlc cana1<late U) 

I 
o lnslstlng that there be no e1ect1on, no poll watchers 1n _. 
::J 

~Cn1cago , but three 1n every Prea1net aown State . (LAUGHTER ) z 
0 e5 Now,; wnat ao you thln!{ about that? I could use a 11ttle or 
u w 
~that, as a matter of fact . But , I woula say , that I th1nk < z 
Stnat th1s government, thus far , has shown capacity to , not. <( 
z 
~only survlve, but capac1ty, at least, to govern . As you z 

know, now , they ' re ra1s1ng another 135 , 000 troops, tne 

22 arart age 1s age 19 . May 1st thelr a raft age ls age 18 . 

23 They have flrea twelve provlnclal governors, they ' ve pro-

~ secutea 240 officers of the Armea Forces , for malfeasance 

25 and corruptlon . They have a program of renabllltatlon of 

38 



' 
1 

1 
the areas that have been aestroyea , but w1th all or 1t , 

2 
1t 1 s st111 a rraglle system. I thlnk that lt eould surv1ve, 

3 
I th1nk lt would survive !f the v!olcnee woula stop . Ana 

4 
that ' s what we 1 re trying to ao . You see, we have to 

5 
unaerstan-:1 our objective . OUr object1ve 1s to have the 

6 ~ vlolence stoppea ana to perm1t the peoples of South V!et ­
O? 
('4 

7 
g nam to work thelr own w!ll ana self- determ!natlon . What 
0 

8 ~they ' ll ultimately work out, I aon 1t know . I thlnk I know . 
I 

9 ! I thlnk that they are not going to throw away the!r freeaom. 
M 
0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~ 

:.0:: c=: Mr . Cowles says that the last page of tnls 
0 
>-
3 magaz1ne nas now been put to pr1nt, but to bed , we ' re 
w 
z 
c:lready to close lt up anct put lt on the stanct . z 
<( 
--' 
~ Thank you very, very much . 
z 
w 
1-
<( 
1- ( APPLAUSE) 
V) 

0 MR . COWLES : Hubert, you ' ve glven us a = :::> 

C>great even1ng . I lnvlte you all to r>etlre to the other C) 
z 
~room ant1 have a nlghtcap ana lf the Vlce Pres!Oent ' s time 0 
u 
w 
c=:permlts, he 11i nave a nightcap w1th us ln the other room. --' 
<( 
z 
0 
i= 
<( 
z c=: 
w 
1-z 
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