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hink that the best testimony of America 18 not the slze
f 1t's skyscrapers, or even the amount of money 1In 1t's
nk, or 1ts gross national product. But I think the best
est of America 1s the quality of 1ts people. And, really,

hat's what we're talking about here this evenling. That's

What's made this country great. The leadership, the
(+s]

25

And you, gentlemen, iIn thls room In your own

k)
@
o
L)
-
®

ay, 1n your own 1llne of 1life, 1n your own endeavor, what-
ver 1t may be, you have given proof to this generallity
hat I've Just uttered here tonight. That the true test

f a civilization 1s not 1ts goods or even 1ts services,

NB, NE\g YOR‘!S. 103}& - gbrul

ut the character and the quallty of 1ts people. And we

fLA

ve reared out of this great Amerilca of ours from very

lalin and ordinary people a quality of people, an aristocracy,
n elite based on merlt, the likes of which thils world has
ever known. And we contlinue to do 1%, nowwe're reaching
eeper into the fabric of our soclety. We'lre reachling

eeper 1Into areas that you men never thought was possible

=to touch or to reach, but you found the way to do 1t,

nd we come from government to business, particularly 1n

iNTE!NATgNAI.JECO&DINQaGUIL% - S&TEN

these recent years, and have sald to you quilte candldly,
Wwe don't have all the answers, 1in fact, we don't have many

of the answers. And we come to you In the spirit, as I've

Eald to you, on three other occaslons of partnership. We'lve

ome to you and sald, look, this 1s your country, there isn't
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a problem here 1n this country that government alone can
handle, and yet there 1snt't a problem that if we leave 1t
nsolved won't destroy both government and the system, the

system of free enterprise. So we come to you iIn a partner-

8hilp, not as a dominant partner, but as a working partner,

gand say, let's Jjoin together, let's pool our resources,

o™~

Slet's find a way to employ, for example, the hard core

ral

0
Qunemployed, to rebulld our citles, to strengthen our system
|

§of education, to expand our enterprise, to improve our

o

groreign trade, to find a way, i1f you please, to save thls

Y

Enatlon in 1ts fiscal and monetary matters, before the value
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before we're faced with an
nternational monetary crisis of monumental proportions.

nd, we're even coming now to the people and saylng, quite

B’ — SyLTENFLSLA

rankly, help us to find the answers to the grave problems

f foreign poliey and national security. I don't think

%GUIL

hils 1s weakness on the part of government, frankly, I

Chink thils 1s strength on the part of government, because

NAL RECO#DIN

1w

he only government that dares to come to a people 18 a

overnment that can trust the people. The dictatorship

IN&;RNA

ever dares to go to the people. A monarchy, a royalist
ystem never dares go to the people. The only government
hat ever dares to go to the people for help and for

nswers 18 a government that draws 1ts strength from the

eople, 1s of the people and by the people and, hopefully,

18
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for the people.
I'11l %ake your questions. Thank you very
mach,

(APPLAUSE)

MR, COWLES: Hubert, you're very inspiring.

$I'11 dare to ask the first question, would you mind telling,

-8

gthe group here 1n thils room, when you first learned of the

President's declslon not to stand for reelection and how?
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Oh boy! Well, I'il

fuzz 1t a blt because (LAUGHTER) there are certaln things

that are a privilege but much of 1t has been in our Free

NEW YORK 10314 — Glbralt

yPress and I'd be glad to wrilte a good article for Look,
From time to time, In the past year, I've, of course, had
- though I think you know 1t goes without saylng - I talk
very frequently with the President, and 1ike all human
belngs and we 1In politics are very human, that's both good

and bad, but we're very, very human, there are times you

ECORDING GUILD — STATEN ISLAND

“get discouraged, there are times that you fell exciteq,
<

N

ginspirea and there have been some times, of course, when

RNA

;you look ahead and you wonder whether you're doing what you

—ougnt todo, whether what you're doing 18 what will best serve
the nation. I think you have to keep in mind one thing about
that Presidency, Once you've been there, even if you've Jjust

been looking around corners, like I have, belleve me that's

the end of the line as far as what can happen %o you and your
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country, that 1s 1t, that's the apex. And I've heard
the President say, from time to time, to me that he was
doubtful as to whether or not he would seek another term.

But I have always, more or less, felt that that was, well,

Just the way any of us get, you know, you get a little

discouraged, I never say this too often at home, or

ar 2-8262

complaln too much, because Mrs, Humphrey always says,

ell, you know, nchbody really demards that you be In

]_é — Gébralt

ublic office (LAUGHTER) I have a very good leveling

E.103

nfluence 1n my household, as the Cowles Brothers know

V}’:YOR

ere. But on Sunday, thls past Sunday, the Presldent

nd he does come by, once In awhlle, at our apartment, we

o vislt., This time I knew that he rust have somethling

l?b—— S'IaTEN gLAN% NE

xtra 1n mind, because we had been talking a great deal
bout what his message would be to the nation, you know
hat I have sald, I hope you've read that I did say that
e were making a very careful examination of our pollcy
n Southeast Asla, we were reviewing 1t. And as Dean Rusk

ald, from A to Z, and I tried to find another letter In

INTERNATJQNALRECORDING,GUIL

he alphabet, Jjust to get a little éneaa of' Dean Rusk on
t, but I sald, we were reviewlng 1t completely. And the

gldent came by and we went off to our study and he

anted to show me what he was planning on saylng, and we

tscussed 1t. And he has a sort of a filing system that

alled and sald he wanted to drop over and have some coffee,

20
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he carries 1in his right-hand pocket, right up here, and
he pulls out - and I'm beginning to do 1t too - 1t Just
broves what can happen to you 1n this business, and he

pulled out a couple of papers and he showed me one paper

and he sald, "Phis 1s, what do you think about this for

62

an ending?" I looked at 1t and I thought 1t was pretty

g

Then he looked at me and he saild, "Now this 1s

one that I've been thinking about for a long time, I

14 — Glbraltar 2-82

want you to take a look at this one." 1In fact, as you

103

zread, I think, in the press he Indicated, he sald, "You,
o

Ay
sknow, I had planned on using this one at the State of the

N

gunzon Address, but I'd given 1t to Lady Bird to look over

<

ﬁanﬂ she went to the halrdresser and took 1t with her,

1T}

§Ana when we looked 1t over, I read 1t, and 1t read very
|

eautifully, very movinginly, until about the last four

INC-'hGU!L%,

entences, that's the sentences I was talking about, I
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z?elieve that iIn all sin- not really, Mike - I read 1¢,

é}nd I sald, "Mr. Presldent, I hope that you wouldn't do
é?hat.“ And then we sat and talked,jgizte awhlle, about
_-hy he felt as he d1d., Now, he's explained this to you,

n conslderable detall and 1t doesn't require any more

hat he ought to renounce any ambltlons for a second term

J nd make 1%t quite positive, not only quite, unequilvocally

xXplanation on my part. He sald in hls address why he feilt

2]
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positive that he would not accept the nomination for a
jpecond term. When I read that, to be quite honest wilth
you, I was very upset, saddened, I hoped that he wouldn't

feel that way, and yet after we discussed 1t for about a

balf an hour I could fully understand why he dl1d feel
Sthat way. And when he left, he walked over and was going

ut the door and he put his arms around my wife, that goes

brallg 2-8

malrignht in the Presidential Family, I want you men to know,

|
Eﬁra. Humphrey 1s very fond of the President and he 18 of

0

;ner, and he gave her a big kiss and when he went out the

R

oor he looked at me and he sald, knowing that I - you

NEVA YO

%know there are times that a fellow does get a little too
gtalkative - not me, of course - but, he did this. I tried
Eto explain to Mrs, Humphrey on the way to the Alirport, we
éWe're going to leave from Andrews Airport Base, that noon,
éto go to Mexico, for the slgning of the Nueclear Prohlbltion
éTreaty, in Mexlco, which bans the use of nuclear weapons of

19
“the statlon and nuclear weapons in the Iatin American

A

Z
Ogountries, I tried to explain to her that the President

Ewas quite discouraged, that he was concerned about the

INT‘RNA

nation, about his division, about tThe partisanshlip 1n our
Jown party, primarily, that he was concerned that his work
to try to bring a peaceful solution %o the War in Vietnam

paa being jeopardized by this fratricidal struggle and that

he thought he had to do something that would unite the natlon,
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remove himself as the source of any possible dissentilon
jand trouble and, at the same time, be able to dedicate his
1life to the remaining months of hls career,as President,
to the consummatlon of a just and enduring peace., Well,

I couldn't tell her, you know, you just don't go around

Stelling everybody around what happened. But, I sald, "Mom,
(o]

™

sMuriel, you know, he's discouraged and I don't know what

o)

ra

Bhe's golng to do, and Just sort of bracing her for 1t.

|
Well, when we got to Mexilco. And I was going to say the
(5]

o

gfunniest thing happened to me on the way to Mexico City,

O

>.
zand 1t literally did, but we were at the Embassy, U.S.

N

%Embaasy, Ambassador Freeman, one of our real top Ambassadors,
%I might add, 1n Mexlico Clty. President Dios Hodas, the
EPreaiaent of Mexlco and Mrs. Dlos Hodas came over to the
éEmbaasy for a dinner that I was privileged to host and I
E%akea for the privilege of sitting off in the Library and
istening to thils speech, We got 1t 1n on Voice of America

nd we listened to the speech, And at about ten mlnutes

fter the speech opened, I recelved a call from the White

NATPNAI,}ECOEPIN

ouse, from Mr. Watson, who 1s the President's Secretary,

INTEE

pnd I knew there were two endings to the speech, and I
recelved a call and Mr. Watson sald, "Mr. Vice President,
L Think you ought to know, as you are aware of on your

kornlnga vislt wlth the President that 1t's number 2.,"

And I sald, "Well, thank you." But I was very unhappy, to

23
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be quite frank about 1t., But I must say that I think
history willl record that this was a very, very important
speech. 1In 1ts text, substance, 1n 1ts purpose. I think,
also, what the Presldent d1d was to extricate the Presi-

dency, the Office, from the Incredible struggle that

seems to surround 1t today. A struggle which 1s not

8262

strictly partisan and you men ought to know about 1t. A
struggle that 1s involved in a whole kind of new soclal
ferment that rises up into literally bellowing flames of

extremlism and militancy that the likes of which this

YORK 10314 — Glbraltar 2

country hasn't seen for many a year. I've witnessed 1%

NEW

out on the publlic stump, belleve me, I've had to walk

SLAND

through the lines, I've had to hear the people call me

n assassin, and hear the wlld shrieks of people who think
hat we haven't done enough, when many of you think that
e've already done too much, And what the President did
nd what he declded to do, and I think very properly, was
0 preserve the honor and the integrity and the dignity

f' the 0ffice of the Presildency so that whomever may

ceupy 1t from here on out would have the same obligation

INTEBNAT{QNAL g.ECO@ING gUILDd— ST%I’EN |

nd not to prostitute that 0fflce, 1n a bitter conflilct
hat 1s ugly and almost violent, 1In order to become the
ominee of a party on the one hand and to be the victor
n an election on the other hand. I think he dld a great

ob and I, of course, feel as you do, very honored by 1t.

24
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(APPLAUSE)

Any other questions around here? That was
g kind of a sentimental one for me.

Yes sir?

FROM THE FLOOR: S8ir, are you planning to

Srun for the Presldency?

82

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREYY Oh, my goodness!
OAre you with the Assoclated Press? (LAUGHTER) 1I'l1

nswer your question, as I have to others. I have no plans

TOSH ws g.braltar 2

¥right now, I really don't, except to do my Jjob, Thils 18 a
0o

Y

zvery serious - very serlous decislion for any man., I suppose
QUnaer these circumstances, elght years ago, wilthout knowlng
%what I know now, I might have sald, well, 1t looks very
Einvitlng, you know? But I have seen a Presildent, I think
él have some 1dea of what 1t means to see a man wrestle with

=
gtnese incredibly difficult problems, And lliterally looking
z

%for handles and not belng able to find them. To wrestle

@]

gwitn the problems of International monetary pollcy that are
énot really under your control alone, to try to find some way
éin this world of change and violence and ferment, to bring

labout at least a modicum of peace or to preserve ourself
from the possibillity of nuclear destruction., And after

you've been around that White House, a 1little blt, and sat

land been at Cabinet Meetings, and been at a situation room,

25

in the National Security Counsel about three and a half years,



10

11

12

13

14

15

186

17

18

18

21

23

gay after day and night after night in the Mlddle East Crisis,
crisis 1In Cyprus and the Dominican Republic, and to have the
reports come back from General Westmoreland and General
Abrams and slt down and talk across the table with Kosegan,

you really think a good deal before you say quickly that

gyou're goling to be a candidate for anything. I'm a publie

(eo]
o™

sman, I'm a political man, I don't know what I will do. A1ll

ralta

gI know 1s that I'm going to seek a lot of advice. In the

I
<meantime, I'm going to try to do my Job. I happen to
™

0

gbelleve that the best politiles 1s no politics. I think

0

;the best polities, and I keep driving this home to my office,

N

othe best polities 1s to make as few mistakes as you can and
Z

A

odo the most that you ecan, without regard to party, and to

TEN

<try to, at least, merilt the respect, 1f not the affection

—_
wv)

éthe respect of the Amerlcan public because you try to do

\?UIL

our job, Now, my job is not the most ilmportant one. But
t 1s my Job. And I1f I do that well, somebody might think
hat I could do another Job, at least partially as well.
nd that's the way I look at 1t. (APPLAUSE)

FROM THE FLOOR: Mr, Vice President, I'm

INTERNATIQNAL ‘;FCO%QING

ure most of us, last night listening between ten and eleven

0 a broadcast, and one of the gentlemen, let us say we shall

e sald that he no longer 1s & polltical influence nor does he

ve any affect on who might be the democratic nominee. This

name, sald that as a result of Preslident Johnson's statement,

26
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was, of course, =~ Do you feel that as a result of what
he has done that the President doesn't have any political
influence on who shall be the democratic nominee?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, I do not

feel so. I think 1t depends entirely on what the Presi-

guent wishes to do. I think that 1t should be quite clear

sthat the Presildent has 1i1fted himself above the contest 1in

1

he Democratic Party. He hassald, almost as Dick Daly said,

the Mayor of Chlcago, that we need a sort of a moratorium

0314 — C‘_-‘;,!bra

Zon some of the conflict within the ranks, But the power
o

Y

EPf the Presildency, my friend, 1s a tremendous power, It's
;; magnificent power, too, 1f 1t's properly used. Any man
%tnat's Presldent, at any time, has a great influence on
Eevarythlng, what you do, what I do, what happens to me,

|
aihat happens to you, what happens to anybody else., And I

U

ofhink that a statement such as that, does not represent

hat I would call a deep mature thinking. Now the Presi-

QEDIN

ent may not take any hand 1n mattery that's entirely
robable. I dont't know. I, frankly, have not discussed

he sltuatlon with him., I was at a meeting thils morning

lNWNAJ&PNA]nREC

f the leaders of the Democratic Leaders of the House and
e Senate, which 1s our regular Tuesday morning meeting.
e did not dlscuss politics, we dldn't discuss the future

f Hubert Humphrey, or the future of the President of the

Jnited States, or the future of anybody. We Just did not.
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Now, we maybe will, I would hope that we would. But we
didn't. But I am convinced of one thing thatanyone that
says that the President has no influence, even 1if they call
him what they say, lame duck, after you make the announce-
ment, 1s not readling American history. After all, you have
only one Presldent between now and the twentileth day of
January to high noon and every man 1n this room knows 1t.
Now, there may be some fellow that is trying to interpret
that doesn't know 1t but, I'll guarantee, the men of
business know 1t, the men of finance know 1t, and those of

us that live 1n this political » most of ug, most

-

of us know 1t. Of course, the wish can be the father of
the thought., I don't know who sald that but there are an
awful lot of wishers, and not enough thinkers. (APPLAUSE)

FROM THE FLOOR: Indistingulshable.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, I didn't
come up here to either launch his campalgn or to sink 1t.
In fact, nor mine, cause I haven't even as much as spelled
out the word. But I did say to a group of Reporters out
here, and I've never seen quilte so many Reporters, lately,

I guess they're all iInterested In my trip to Mexlco, wherever

the month (LAUGHTER) (APPLAUSE) - this 1s April, and the Con-

ventlon 1s August. Now, the Washington Senators are really at

28

I go, but I said you can't tell who will be In the World Series,

on the basis of what happens 1n the grapefrult league. This 18
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he top of the 11st, you know, I hope you'll forgive me
or these parochlal prejudices, but as a Twin supporter
e're second only to Boston. Boston who was the league

eader 1n the Amerlcan League, Bless their souls, 1s at

he bottom, next are the Twins. We did all right, last

:;g,rear, both of us. Right now, Washington Senators, Bless

o™

helr hearts, are right up there, they'vewon every game

35

%igaznst the Natlonal League, they've even been doing good
e;.'_l:m the Amerlcan lLeague, they look g - r = e-a - t 1n

3

;{ﬁpril. Have you ever seen them in September? So, 1
%?uaas that's my answer, I don't know what's going to
chappen. (APPLAUSE)

% FROM THE FLOOR: You sald that in the last
ifhnlf hour of your discussion with the President that he
épaae 1t clear to you, why. Could you comment on some of
Sﬁhe reasons?

g VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, I think I

=)

i?nould leave that pretty much to the President. I think
éthat the articles that have been written since are rather
gxntsrpretive. The Presldent was extremely candid 1n his

[:mal five minutes of that splendid address. I think he
eant every word of what he sald, I hope you'll read it

very, very carefully,

FROM THE FLOOR: 1Isn't that what he sald

to you that made you ?
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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes sir. I -
Yes sir., Thank you,
FROM THE FLOOR: Mr. Vice President, would

you care to comment on what your opinion 18 as to the

possible response to lthe Hanol to Mr., Johnson's iatest
attempts at de-escalation of the War.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, of course,
the honest answer 1s, I jJust don't know., I really don't.
My surmlse 1s that they will not respond very favorably.
That's my surmiss. My hope 1s that they will respond
favorably. I think I should tell you that our .appeal was
ynot only to Hanol., That thls message was not somethlng
that was prepared hastily, That before thils message was
ever dellivered, that contadts had been made, as you could
Imagine, In the Soviet Union, in Great Britain, in France,
in Italy, iIn the countries of Asia. We have %o try to
find out, at least to iInform other natlons as to the
general tenure of what we had 1n mind. Because in that
message the President called upon the two co-chairmen of
the Geneva Conference, the Soviet Unlon and the United
Kingdom, to reconvene the conference and try to find a way
of solving this problem., He appolnted two of the most

mature and, I think, the most brilliant negotilators we

of those negotiators will tell you a great deal of what he

30

have and, I think, looking at the personality and the record
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had In mind, Averill Harriman, on the one hand who knows

a great deal about the Soviet Unlon, who negotlated agree-
ments 1n Southeast Asla before 1n the instance of Laos.
And the other one Lleweln Thompson who 1s highly regarded

In the Sovlet Unlon and iIs considered an expert on Soviet

Glbraltar 2-
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INTERNA

%Amarzean relationships. Insofar as the military aspect

of his message 1s concerned, 1t was not a belligerent
message, the numbers of troops that were committed were
minimal, they were support troops. And I might add that
they dldn't come anywhere's near, d1d they, to the head-
lines that you read here, when you were told that some
four hundred thousand would be - were requested, and some
two hundred and six thousand would be sent. You have to

be so very, very careful, gentlemen, because there are
always people that are asking for something that doesn't
happen. As a matter of fact, you folks ought to be awfully
glad that 1t doesn't happen., Did you ever look at some of
those bllls I iIntroduced 1in Congress? (LAUGHTER) I asked
r a lot of things and I knew that I wasn't goling to get
1t, too. But 1t's a bargalning posiltion, and you try to
stake out a position and there 1isn't any doubt but what
most likely some Colonel, some staff offilcers, somewhere

down the line, In the military, flushed up some big figure,

pnd, I'11l tell you something, 1f you don't have a good title

in this government, you can always get a g - 0 - 0 - @

31
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feeling 1f you Just leak something that looks very big,
1t makes you feel very good for about an hour or so -
or a day or so. Now, we had noc intention of any such
numbers of troops, There were thirteen Thousand troops

commltted In thlis message and the Pentagon indlcates

8262

today that there'll be maybe a modest call-up of some
reserves. But only for the purpose of our strategic
reserve, So The message was a concilliatory message,

that's what I'm trying to tell you. It was not a

10314 — Glbraltar 2

=belligerent message, 1t was not bellicose, 1t's not a

YO

Zmessage of escalatlion, 1t 1s a message of an appeal

N

gthrough the proper channels for an honorable peace, not

a fake peace, not a phony peace, and 1t was a responsible
message In terms of our troops 1In South Vietnam, namely
that we would still have to make sure that the arteries
of Inflltration were subject to some bombardment so that
the flow of goods which comes from the north to the south
could be somewhat Impeded. Now, I must tell you, in all

candor, that the north 1s bullding up their forces 1n the

INTERNATIONAL RECORDING GUILD — STATEN ISLA

south, and they have been and we can surely expect a very,
very, difficult Summer, unless we can get some peace
negotiations golng. Now, we've been worklng, gentlemen,
behind the scenes for months. It's no secret, I think

that we really ought to even tell you more than we do, I

think you ought to know that we've had contacts, very good
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working contacts wilth people 1n Eastern European Countriles
that have been to Hanol. With Aslan Countriles that have
been to Hanol. With the Soviet Unlon, through Mr. Kosegan.
With the United Kingdom, through Mr, Wilson, and others.

To the Holy Sea, through the Pope. Through Yugoslavia.

'ngs, we've had all kinds of contacts. The truth 1s, how-

2

sever, that none of them have been productive. None of
o

gtnem. Nevertheless, 1t 1s the duty of the President of
|

grna United States to try to find a way to bring this

And to do 1t without destroying
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verything that we stand for, and without seeking a

NR NE\x YORé 10

dishonorable peace. Thils 1s the most difficult assign-

nt of all, I've been involved all of these three and a

gATEN éSLA

half years, gentlemen, In all of these declslons, and I

— S

on't think that any of you would be unmindful of the

'}

Q_’GUI

xpress those polnts of view., Your government 1s not a

OJDIN

nolith, your Preslident doesn't ask hls Cabinet to stand

ONAIEREC
Q

p and say yes, yes, yes, I've heard all that nonsense.

NA'E

EBut there are men on the Natlonal Security Counecill and
—hav130rs brought from outside to that Counell that have
[stated thelr point of view as candldly as any of you 1n
thilis room would state your point of view to me. But when

1t's all sald and done, after the debate, the discussion

Lnd the dlssent, all of which 1s so pleasurable, I've

act that men that have strong polnts of views, occaslionally
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Indulged In all of 1t, an undue amount of discussion

and an adequate amount of debate and a sulitable amount

of dissent, that's been my life. But I'll guarantee that
when you have to get down to that other one called decision,

that's when you really separate the men from the boys, and

that's when 1t gets difficult. And the only man that has
to make the declslon 1s the Presldent. Secretary of State

or the Secretary of Defense, they can say, 1f things go

— Glbraltar 2-8262

Swrong, well, gee, I 4ldn't realize 1%t was goilng to be that

Mr. President. But he hasn't anybody to talk to,

W YORK 103
x
-
-

save God Almighty. And sometimes people don't even believe

ou're talking to him. So that's about all I can tell you

<

about what's going to happen.
FROM THE FLOOR: Mr. Vice President, Just
to change the subjJect a 1little bilt, as a possible candidate

to the offlce of Presildency with all the pressure we have

G GUILD — STATEN ISLAND, NE

ver the world on the Amerlcan Dollar, what do you think
1s the future of the Amerilcan Dollar?
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The economy. Thils

conomy. Thls 1Is the secret to the American Dollar, without

INT&RNATIONAL RECO%DIN

>nts which one must have In terms of convertability, I'm no

dvocating that we abandon pell-mell what we call the gold a

the most important thing about the dollar 1s thils economy.

34

doubt, Now, I'm not unmindful of the International arrange-

©

means of some form of International monetary stability. But
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Whether or not 1t 1s an economy that 1s chewed up by
Inflatlon, whether 1t's an economy that 1s feather bedded,
whether 1t's an economy that 1s productive, whether 1t's
an economy that can produce goods and services that are

competitlive at home and abroad. That's what counts on

Sthe dollar. And I'm not wise enough, I'm,not a monetary

2-8

gmedlcal man, nor a medicine man, I don't know all about

Glbralt

the gold business, even though I read a great deal about
1t. I think the recent meeting 1n Stockholm c¢an be con-
sldered to be, at least, a temporary victory for Inter-

national Fiscal and Monetary responsibllity, provided

of

hat we act responsibly. Now, the simple truth is,
gentlemen, and this will shock some of you, we have slmply

got to put the Amerlcan Fiscal and Monetary House in order.

STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 10314 —

-

d we got to do 1%, and 1t's goling to be painful. And

some of us that have been liberals all of our life are

ING GUIL

0ilng to cateh hell, But we're golng to have to reduce

%D

ome expenditures, we're golng to try to have to bring
ome better balance 1In our Balance-of-Payments and we're

olng to have to get a tax Bill. Now, there isn't any

INERNAT&ONALGREC

ther way out of 1t. Untill we act that way there's no
ope. (APPLAUSE) You have to live a long time in this
overnment, I've sometimes come to that conclusion, but

t comes,

Yes Bir.
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FROM THE FLOOR: Mr. Vice President, how did

you appralse the abllity of the South Vietnamese Government

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, 1if they

could ever be relieved of the constant attack, I think
Jhey could do fairly well, There are great differences

f opinion about this, I'd 1like to review 1t, as I see

ct
.

Let me Just start out by telling you that Hochl Ming

=" (abrulig 2-8

8 no Aslan Santa Claus, that's number one. Some people
hink so, but he 1s not, I won't burden you with the

etalls of his 1life, but he started out as a confirmed

NE\% YOR& 1 OSH

ard core communist at age 18, and he hasn't changed., A
retty old man, he's In his 60%'s or 70's, He started out

8 a phllosophical communist and became an active one,

— SE&TEN,&I.ANB,

ducated and tralned 1In France, Secondly, he's no
articular soclal worker, Thirdly, he's never been elected

o anything in his life. Now, many of the eritics of South

ECO&DINGGGUI L%

"X

letnam polnt out the corruption in South Vietnam. I guess
=there's plenty of 1t. But the greatest corruption of all
8 dlctatorship. That's the worst kind of corruption. And

1s
[that/the corruption of communism, that the corruption of

INT&RNAT tQNA

(dictatorshlip. Now, what about South Vietnam? They've had

Eleotions. They haven't been all that you and I'd want,

pbut some of ours at home are not as good as we'd like elther.

But by and large they were pretty good. At least, for people

36



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

37

that had never known a free system of government, or at
least a modicum of freedom, they were pretty good. There
have been dlstrict electlons, village elections over 1600

Villages had their electlons, There have been elections

in the Provinces, there were elections for the Congress
of the Upper House and the Lower House., And by the way,
not once has this Upper House and Lower House been denled

1ts power, When Presldent Cheu who was elected wanted to

0314 — Glbraltar 2-8262

have marshall law and wanted to have emergency powers, he
%hnd to go to the Congress and the Congress denled 1t. And
%the Congress was not locked up, 1t wasn't disbanded like
the Thilrd Relch disbanded the Relchstag, it still functlons,
And some of the most erudite, well educated, knowledgeable
people In Vietnam serve 1In the Senate 1n the Vietnam
Congress and 1n the House of Representatives. Now, Presle
dent Cheu 1s tryling to be President of a country that's

never known an effective central government. The powers

CORDING GUILD — STATEN [SLAND, N

Zof the government In Salgon to reach out to all the

NA

OProvinces and Villages, I think, 1s rather 1imited. But

I belleve that 1t should be noted that the prime purpose

INTERNAT

of the Thet offensive was to destroy that government,
And many people don't understand what happened in that Thet
offensive, and I guese time doesn't permit 1t here tonight.

But the prime obJjectlive of Hoehl Min since 1954 when the

Geneva accords were signed, the prime obJective 1s the
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political control of the south, Now, 1If he can get that
through a free electlon, that's something you'll have to
1llve with, Cause we belleve iIn free elections. If 1t's

Internationally supervised, 1f 1t comes under the aegis

of the Unlted Natlons ar an approprilate natlonal body,

Swhere there 1s falr play, but Hochl Min's record from 1954

2-8

5to 1961 was that he dldn't succeed 1n doing that. Now

Glbralt

omany people sgay well, they should have had the election
in '56, why didn't they have the election 1In '56, which

was signed by the CGeneva accord of '54, because Hoechi Min

EW YORK 10314 —

would not permit International inspection 1in North Vietnam,

but would want an International Inspection of a free

electlion 1in South Vietnam. This would be exactly like a

STATEN ISLAND, N

Republican candldate, or let me say a Democratic candldate
Inslsting that there be no election, no poll watchers in
Chicago, but three in every Precinet down State., (LAUGHTER)

Now, what do you think about that? I could use a 1little of

ECORDING GUILD —

Sthat, as a matter of fact., But, I would say, that I think
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» far, has shown capaclty to, not

only survive, but capacity, at least, to govern., As you

INTERNATIONA

know, now, they're relsing another 135,000 troops, the
[draft age 1s age 19. May 1st thelr draft age 1s age 18,
They have fired twelve provincial governors, they've pro-

secuted 240 officers of the Armed Forces, for malfeasance

land corruption., They have a program of rehabilitation of
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the areas that have been destroyed, but with all of 1t,
1t's st111 a fragile system. I think that 1t could survive,
I think 1t would survive if the violence would stop. And

That's what we're tryling to do. You see, we have to

understand our obJective. Our objectlve 18 to have the
vliolence stopped and to permit the peoples of South Viet-

nam to work their own will and self-determination. What

Glbraltar 2-8262

they'll ultimately work out, I don't know. T think I know,

I think that they are not going to throw away thelr freedom.
Mr, Cowles says that the last page of this

magazine has now been put to print, but to bed, we're

yready to close 1t up and put 1t on the stand.

Thank you very, very much,

(APPLAUSE)

MR. COWLES: Hubert, you've given us a

UILD — STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 10314 —

ggraat evening. I Invite you all to retire to the other

N

Sroom and have a nightcap and if the Vice President's time
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he'll have a nightecap with us 1In the other room,

INTERNATIONAL
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