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, 
1968 is ~n important year for America. 

- ftmet !Cdi~ will make basic decisions this year about the 
future of our country and the world. 

B~ do, I think we must be sure to face the 
realities in our country and the world -- o f the time in 
which we live. 

Reality number one is this. 

John Kennedy said it: 

"Pea ce and freedom do not come cheap and we are destined 
all of us here today -- to live out most, if not all our lives 
in uncertainty and challenge and peril." 

That is exactly the way it is. And to think otherwise is 
a dangerous illusion. 

Reality number two: 
challenges and perils 
simple answers. 

* * * 

The answers to these uncertainties . . 
and you know them well -- are not 

The world is a complex, troubled place. 

We should, by now, have reached the end of our Age of Innocence. 

* * * 

Which brings me to reality three: America is a grown-up nation. 
We must be able to act our age. 

Young in spirit, yes. Young in hopes and ideals, yes . But it is 
by the maturity of our judgment and our statesmanship that we shall 
be judged as we wrestle with the complex problems in the world 
around us. 

* * * 

Reality number four: We have more chance in America today to overcome 
the troubles t h at plague us than at any other time in history. 

We have the power, the skill, the resources to do what needs to be 
done . We must put t h em to work. 

Let no one sell America short. Let's build America strong. 

* * * 
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We have come a long way in the last four years. 

Your Democratic Administration has kept its promises. 

I don't list all the achievements. Just ask the people of America. 
They know. 

Ask the retired couple who get modern medical care -- with dignity •
under Medicare. 

Or ask their children, who are no longer burdened with their hospital 
and doctor bills. 

Ask the worker who only a few years ago was unemployed, and now 
has a job. 

Ask the millions of workers who got job training and upgraded their 
skills. 

Ask the man who is covered by a minimum wage for the first time -
and getting not less than a dollar sixty an hour. 

Ask the mothers of 9 million American children who now have that all
important chance for a decent education because of a federal Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act. 

Four Administrations have struggled to get federal help to these 
youngsters. One Administration did it: Your Administration -
the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. 

Yes, we have kept our promises. 

Ask the thousands of Americans who today serve on local community 
action councils and boards in every major city in America. There 
is a new dimension to our democracy -- participation . . .by everyone 

.which makes government of the people, by the people, and for 
the people a reality. 

This is people power -- the real power of a free society. People 
power means new motivation, new participation, and new purpose. 

There is not much new about the problems of our slums or our 
impoverished rural areas . .about blighted opportunity in America. 

What is new is that remedies have come faster in the last four years 
than ever before in the history of this Republic. 

Since 1964, the Johnson-Humphrey Administration has spoken a language 
of progress and millions of Americans have understood it. 

--3.9 million needy college students received federal financial help. 

--26 million hospital bills have been paid 
r e ceived doctor's services under Medicare; 

5 million patients have 

--5 million needy persons have participated in community action 
programs -- over one million children in Head Start programs; 
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--more consumer protection legislation has been passed than in 
any previous Administration -- fair packaging . .who1esome meat . traffic and auto safety . . . truth in lending . .flammable fabrics; 

--crucial beginnings have been made in environmental control -- clean air . .water pollution . .clean rivers; 

--major crime control legislation has passed and more is now pending in Congress . .firearms control . .safe streets and crime control .juvenile delinquency prevention. 

Those who deny that record distort the truth. 

They discredit the very ideals you and I have fought for. 

They cheat Americans out of pride in their progress, and shake 
their confidence in our nation's ability to face the future. 

Deception, doubt and despair -- that is the litany of the men who sell America short. 

Are we content with our achievements? Of course not. 

Americans are always seeking ' to negotiate a better contract, and we 
shall never be content until Democracy's House in complete. 

Dissatisfaction, however, is no excuse for violence or irresponsible demagoguery. 

The art of progress is to preserve order amid change, and to 
preserve change amid order . 

Order and change . 
the other. 

. change and order -- you can't have one without 

The law of the jungle has no place in the world today. And it has no ' place in any American neighborhood. 

Violence cannot produce responsible decision. And it is inexcusable where peaceful means are at hand. The determination to preserve law and order may indeed be the ultimate test of our national maturity. 

* * * 

(cont') 
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Much the same is true ·in the world at large. 

The best road to security and development lies in diplomacy 
. negotiation . . economic progress . . education 

and health. 

These are the essentials of nation building. 

These are the essentials of peace. 

These are the policies of your Johnson-Humphrey 
Administration. 

The world knows through pain and tragedy the price of 
violence, aggression, oppression and hate. The world 
knows the meaning of conflict all too well. 

Nor can a mature country . . a responsible people 
tolerate, condone or embrace extremism, at home or 
abroad. 

We cannot tolerate, condone or embrace the dangerous 
courses either of violence or of withdrawal. 

Because we know what they cost. 

* * * 
Last Monday I returned from Mexico City where I 
affirme d ou·r country's pledge to help keep Latin America 
free of nuclear weapons, and the threat of their use. 

A nuclear non-proliferation treaty is now pending before 
the United Nations. 

Just within the last year, 

-- we have seen the establishment of a new Asian 
Development Bank; 

-- we have joined with other nations to lower the 
barriers to international trade and economic growth; 

we have concluded an agreement barring nuclear 
weapons from outer space; 

we have agreed on a consular treaty with the 
Soviet Union; 

-- the hot line kept the Middle Eastern crisis from 
exploding into a major international confrontation; 

-- President Johnson's personal envoy averted war 
over Cyprus. 

These are the building-blocks of peace. 

Th ey a re not the result of some magic formula discovered 
on the political stump in an election year. 

They are the hard, realistic achievements of peace Builders. 

* * * 
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So here is America in 1968: No longer an adolescent 
nation . . but a country thrust into the center of 
world power and responsibility. 

Here is America: No longer able to afford the luxury of 
escapism, in its own cities or in the wider human community. 

Here is America: Rich and comfortable . . but knowing 
that wealth alone does not make justice, and comfort does 
not mean peace. 

Here is America: Well on its way . . with more 
opportunities than problems . . with more strength than 
weakness . . with more chance of achieving the full 
meaning of freedom than any other country in history. 

We can have an America that pledges itself to full and 
equal rights for every citizen -- and keeps that pledge: 

We can have an America that pledges cities that are safe 
and clean . . where neighborhoods are once more filled 
with neighbors -- and keeps that pledge; 

We can have an America that develops the precious human 
worth in every child. 

We can have an America that pledges itself to peace and 
progress around the world. 

~ ~ 
Finally, let me say a few words about a matter that is 
foremost in all our minds today. 

Last Sunday, President Johnson offered peace with honor 
in Southeast Asia. 

He offered a peace that would save American lives and 
Vietnamese lives. 

He offered a settlement that could bring new security and 
development to all the peoples of Southeast Asia. 

Within ~ ho -r~~our Presid~w.ill 
Pacific to pursue tna set~ment. 

~ute to the 

The road to peace is tortuous and difficult. But the 
beginnings are being made. 

I know what it means to search for peace. 

(can't) 
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I stood through many long, hard days -- as Majority Whip of 
the United States Senate -- alongside President John Kennedy 
as we sought a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty .•••. as we looked ultimate 
danger in the face in the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

I have stood beside President Johnson, day after day, as he 
faced decisions involving the international security of this 
nation. 

I have been with the President in meetings of National Security 
Council -- and alone with him at lonely hours in the White 
House Mansion -- in review of the various policy alternatives 
facing our country in Southeast Asia. 

I have given my advice. I have honestly given my viewpoint. 

And when d•cisions finally were made -- after the crossfire 
of discussion and review -- I have done whatever I could to 
help and support the President in those decisions. 

Having done this, my own course is clear in the days ahead. 

I want to help my country. 

I want to help my President. 

I know the burdens he carries particularly today as he 
embarks on a mission we hope may finally bring peace in 
Southeast Asia. 

I want to do nothing that in any way will impair that mission. 

I want to do nothing that in any way might hinder the delicate 
work of diplomacy which lies ahead. 

I will do everything I can to help that effort -- whatever I 
may-be called upon t o do. 

I will do everything I can for the cause of peace in the 
· world. 

I will do everything I can to keep social progress moving 
forward in Ameri ca . 

I wi ll do everything to sustain and carry forward the work we 
have-begun in this country. 

And I ask your help -- and the help of all Americans -- in doing 
th is. 

The wor l d is watching us now. 

We cannot fo r a moment let there be any misunderstanding of 
our i ntention or our national resolve. 

I cal l on a ll Americans, regardles s of party or persuasion, to 
s t and toge ther now in unity behind the President in our national 
q uest f or peace . 

It will require , above all, maturity . 

Can we do it? 

I t hink we can. 

I know we must. 

I a s k y o u r help . 
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Americans will make basic decisions this year about 

the future of our country and the world. 

/...!ut before we do, I think we must be sure to face 

the re~lities -- in our country and the world -- of the time -
in which we live. 

~ Reality number one is this. 
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John Kennedy said it: 

"Peace and freedom do not come cheap and 

we are destined -- all of us here today --to live out 

most, if not all our lives in uncertainty and challenge 

and peri I. 11 

L rhat is exactly the way it ls. And to think 

otherwise is a dangerous illusion. 

* ):: * 

Reality number two: The answers to these uncertainties ... 

challenges and peri Is -- and you know them well -- are 

not simple answers. 

The world is a complex, troubled place. 

We should, by now, have reached the end of our 

Age of I n nocence. 

* ):: * 
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Which brings me to reality three: America is a 

grown -up nation. We must be able to act au r age. 

L.::..oung in spirit, yes. Young in hopes an_d ideals, y.:=_ 

But it is by the maturity of our judgement and our 

statesmanship that we shall be judged as we wrestle with 

the complex problems in the world around us. 

~~ .t(_Reality number four· We have more chance in America 

today to overcome the troubles that plague us than at any 

other time in history. 

We have the power, the skill, the resources to do 

what needs to be done. We must put them to work. 

Let no one sell America short. Let's build America 

strong. 
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j., We have come a long way in the last four years. 

~Your Democratic Administration has kept its promises. 

~ won't list all the achievements. Just ask the people 

of America. They know. 

Ask the retired couple who get modern medical care --

with dignity -- under Medicare. 

/Or ask their children, who are no longer burdened with 

their hospital and doctor bills. 

L., Ask the worker who only a few years ago was unemployed, 

and now has a job. 

L, Ask the mi I lions of workers who got job training and 

upgraded their skills. 

(Ask the man who is covered by a minimum wage for 

the first time -- and getting not less than a dollar sixty an hour. 
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b,sk the mothers of 9 million American children who 

now have that a II-i mportant chance for a decent education 

because of a federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 

~ur Administrations 1 struggled to get federal 

help to these youngster{ One Administration did it: 

Your Administration --the Johnson-Humphrey Administration. 

Lves, we have kept our promises} 

Ask the thousands of Americans who today serve 

on local community action co unci Is and boards in every 

major city in America. They know which Admi ni strati on 

gave them the chance to become first-class citizens. 

l.., Something grand and new is happening in America<= 

There is a new dimension to our democracy -- participation ... 

by everyone ... which makes governmert of the people, by the 

people and for the people a reality. 
£U = 
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l This is people power -- the real power of a free so ·ety. 

L People power means new motivation/ new participation, 

and new purpose. ~ .""" ~ 
~ 

A_ There is n~uch new about the problems of our 

-
slums or our impoverished rural areas ... about blighted 

opportunity in America. 

L What is new is that remedies have come faster in 

= 
the last four years than ever before in the hi story of 

this Republic. 

L.. Since 1964, the Johnson-Humphrey Administration has 

spoken·- a language of progress and mi I lions of Americans 

have understood il 

-- 3. 9 mi Ilion needy college students received federal 

financial help. 
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-- 26 mi Ilion hospital bi lis have been paid -- 5 mi Ilion 

patients have received doctor's services under Medicare; 

-- 5 million needy persons have participated in 

community action programs -- over I million children in 

Head Start programs~ 
b~en 

-- more consumer protection legislation has passed than 

in any previous Administration - -fair packaging ... wholesome 

meat. .. traffic and auto safety ... truth in lending ... 

flammable fabrics~ 

-- crucial beginnings have been made in environmental 

control -- clean air. .. water pollution ... clean rivers; 

-- major crime control legislation has passed and pore 
$ 

is now pending in Congress ... firearms control. .. s~e streets 

and crime control. .. juvenile delinquency prevention. 

1-.'!!ose who deny that record di~ the truth. 

b_hey discredit the very ideals y~ and I have fought for. 
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~ They cheat Arne rica n s out of pride in thei r progress, 

and shake their confidence in our nation •s ability to face 

the tutu re. 

(.!/)J L.. Deception, doubt and despair -- that is the litany r 

of the men who sell America short.,+- o 

J.....Are we content with our achievements? Of course not. J 

Americans are always seeking to negotiate a better 

contract, and we shall never be content unti I Democracy's 

House is complete. 

L-.4>issatisfaction, however, is no excuse for violence 

or irresponsible demagoguery. 

~'The art of progress is to preserve order amid chan 

and to preserve change amid order. ' 

0 rder and change ... change and order -- you can •t 

have one without the other. 
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L The law of the jungle has no place in the world today. 

And it has no place in any American neighborhood.' 
• 

{_ Violence cannot produce responsible decisio'l( And it 

is inexcusable where peaceful means are at hand. The 

determination to preserve law and order may indeed be the 
• • 

ultimate test of our national maturity• 

L...J.pe world knows through pain and tragedy the price 

of violence, aggression, oppression and hate. ifl: 'I'? Eli - - ' 
Jiiii~ilia~lfP~~~=-IINf! II. 

l 

--w." mature country ... a responsible people c .... .-:r-
tolerate, condone or embrace extremism, at home or abroad. 

~We cannot tolerate, condone or embrace the dangerous 

courses either of violence or of withdrawal. 
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L Much the same is true ln the world at larae. 
E 

The best road to security and development lies 

in diplomacy ... negotiation ... economic progress ... 

education and health. 

~ .... These are the essentials of nation building. 

~=T--hese are the essentials of peace. 

~ese are the policies of your Johnson-Hum hrey 
~ 

Admi ni strati on. 

Last Monday I returned from Mexico City where I affirmed 

our country's pledge to help keep Latin America free of nuclear 

weapons, and the threat of their use. 

A nuclear non -proliferation treaty is now pending 

before the United Nations. 



Just within the last year, 

--we have seen the establishment of a new Asian 

Development Bank; 

--we have joined with other nations to lower 

the barriers to international trade and economic growth; 

--we have concluded an agreement barring nuclear 

weapons from outer space; 

-- we have agreed on a consular treaty with the 

Soviet Union; 

--the hot line kept the Middle Eastern crisis from 

exploding into a major international confrontation; 

-- President Johnson•s personal envoy averted 

war over Cyprus. 

~hese are the building-blocks of peace. 

}-,rhey are not the result of some magic formula 

discovered on the political stump in an election year. 
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L They are the hard, realistic achievements of 

peace builders. 

[_ So here is America in 1968: No longer an 

adolescent nation ... but a country thrust into the 

center of world power and responsibility. 

~Here is A mer~: No longer able to afford the - ... 
I uxury of escapism, in its own cities or in the wider 

human community. 

L!;_ere is America: Rich and comfortable . .. but 

knowing that wealth alone does not make justice, and 

comfort does not mean peace. 

~re is America: Well on its way ... with more 

opportunities than problems ... with more strength than 

weakness ... with more chance of achieving the full meaning 

of freedom than any other country in history. 
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( We can have an America ~hat pledges itself to 

fu II and eq ua I rights for every citizen -- and keeps that 

pledge: 
fLa .. L We can have an America that pledges cities that 

are safe and clean ... where neighborhoods are once more 

fi lied with neighbors -- and keeps that led e; 

L We can have an America that develops the precious 

human worth in every chi I d. 

j We can have an America that pledges itself to 

peace and progress around the world.....-~ ...,.......,.,._....1'\11,. 
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L Finally, let me say a few words about a matter that 

is foremost in all our minds today. 
~~ 

Last Sunday President Johnson offered peace 
A 

with honor in Southeast Asia. 

L He offered a peace that would save American lives 

and Vietnamese lives. 

He offered a settlement that could bring new ........ 
security and development to~ the peoples of Southeast Asia. 

L Within a few hours our President will be en route to 

the Pacific to pursue that settlement. 

/. The road to peace is tortuous and difficult. But the 

beginnings are being made. 

L.J... know what it means to search for peace. 
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I stood through many long, hard days -- as 

Majority Whip of the United States Senate -- alongside 

President John Kennedy as we sought a Nuclear Test Ban 
ultimate 

Treaty ..• as we looked /. danger in the face in the 
¢2 -

Cuban Missile Crisis. 

L I have stood beside President Johnson, day after 

day, as he faced decisions involving the 

security of this nation. 

L I have been with the President in meetings of-*"t c.~,.,!J. 

the National Security Council -- and alone with him at 

lonely hours in the White House Mansion --in review of 

the various policy alternatives facing our country in 

Southeast Asia. 

I have given my advice. I have honestly given 
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And when decisions finally were made --after the 

crossfire of discussion and review -- I have done whatever 

I could to help and support the President in those decisions. 

Having done this, my own course is clear in the 

days ahead. 

l, I want to help my country. 

( I want to help my President. 

L I know the burdens he carries --particularly 

today as he embarks on ~sion~e~ope may .. A. .rl::::...4t~ 
;A A ~ 

IJ · 1 peace in Southeast Asia. 

~ l:.nothi ng that in any way will impair that 

mission. 

~j ~hing that in any way might hinder 

the delicate work of diplomacy which I ies ahead1 

I will do everything I can to help that effort --whatever 
• 

I may be called upon to do. 
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I will do everything I can for the cause of peace 

in the world. 

I will do everything I can to keep social progress 

moving forward in America. 

I will do everything to sustain and carry forward 

the work we have begun in this country. 
your 

And I ask 1 help -- and the help of all Americans --

in doing this. 

L rhe world is watching us now. 

We cannot for a moment let there be any misunderstanding 

of our intention or our national resolve. 

I call on ~I Americans, regardless of party or 

persuasion, to stand together now in unity behind the President 

in our national quest for peace. 

LIt will require disci pi in e. It will require patience. 

It wi II require, above all, f'A~~f'.:.J.I-/j ~ 



Can we do it? 

I think we can. 

I know we must. 

I ask your help. 
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VICE SIDENT THE UNITED STATES 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

Thank you, Barry, thank you very very much. Thank you 

my friend , thank you, Harry Boy :r , nd t~ou of th Pennsy-

lvania AFL-CIO, our friend fr the eamst rs , from all the gr t 

org nizations of Labor aero s this state. You sure Bo know how to 

e fellow feel good , I do want you to know that. I really 

me n it when I say I eternally gr t ful and proud s can be 

to hav this long friendly rel tion hip with the finest p ople in 

t world , the orking people, the iJDw laboring people of Americ • 

Now, I was very pleas th t my friend Harry s w fit to 

introduc th Busines Agent in my f ily, nd I • 11 tell you she 

c n negotiate, don ' t think she can ' t. You f llows should have her 

he g ts plenty of fringe benefits 
-"' 

doesn ' t em to worry s much bout infl tion s I do. 

Well , Harry, I r~~.er our first meeting nd I c n rem 

ber the days when w talked together s friend , opl in a 

coumon caus • I can remember being with you t Harrisburg; I can 

r r being with our differ nt organizations that are h re at 

one hundred different plac s. There ar so many today I want to 

cknowledge. I, fir t of all , just want to salute one of the 

finest public offici ls and on of the finest and dear st friends , 

th Mayor of th gr t City of Pittsburgh, Mayor Jo Barr. 

Up nd down this table axe and behind me are people that 
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r pr sent _very on of our gre t Labor org izations . For me to 

single cb and every on out we would be here all day long - -

nd we may be yhow j l!o , I don • t think I had better start it. 

do know that one of the key official of th Labor movement 

s come to me on many occasions Iii has be n to in recent 

days talking to me about things of ut 1 concern, is the Inter• 

n tion 1 President of the steelworkers , and I just want to salute 

my friend I. w. Abel. You sure do look good,. I tell you that, 

and, Brother Raff rty, bow are you doing down there? Ob, y s , 

there are so many her • We will get around to e ch and every one 

we bav from all the different organiz tion • But I want to salut 

also the co E Director that is here , and I will tell you why I 

nt to alute the COP Dir tor, because of what Harry Boyer said 

about s v1ng your energy. Don • t you s ve it,~ ju t g t it org nized 

j t get ready. This is your spring training.. I want to s lute 

Al Barkan Of COPE. 

I just w nt to tell you that I missed out on a reception 

and I isiJed out on br fast , and I told this fellow th t if he 

didn ' t c here and provide m at least with a lunch that we were going 

to br off n tiations , nd I ' ll tell you Eddi L onard of the 

Plaster r is here just to deliver it. 

Now, let ' s get down to bu ines • Tbi is the year for 

contract negotiations, and I thought that you folks might w nt to 

talk bout that little later. There e 11 sort of contr cts 

that are going to be negotiated r , ~and the t 



important one that is going to be negotiated is the one that you 

are going to negoi te at that ballot box on the first Tuesday 

after the first Monday in November 1968• /:And some of the negotiating 

partners will be around to see you in due time . You never can 

tell some of them may even be here . 

Yesterday I received a word of commendation that I ~11 

cherish all of my life. I can't think of anything better for a 
~ 

man in public life -has tried to be progressive in his policiEs 

than to have the words of praise and commendation from the great 

President of the AFL- CIO George Meany , and I want to thank Mr . 

Meany for What ha had to say yesterday. He honored me . He 

extended his hand of support and friendship , and I can tell you 

that when a man of the stature of Mr . Meany asks you to do some-

thing and suggests a way to do it that you surely have to take 

that and give it very very serious consideration. I don ' t think 

you need to be told that that is exactly what I'm doing. 

This is a serious meeting for a serious purpose . I 

can ' t think of a place that a man can talk about his country , 

about What we are trying to do in this country , talk about this 

troubled world and what we are trying to do in it -- I can think 

of no better place to talk about these things than with the 

people who lave to carry most of the burdens , the working people 
' 

of this land.,)~:hd I am here to talk to you about it. 

The first thing that we need to get clear is that 1968 is ot 

only an important year
1 

but I think it is a decisive year 
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in mamy ways . Americans are going to make basic decisions 

in the next few months that will tell a great deal about the 

future of this country and the future of the world , but before 

we make those decisions I think it is the duty of those of us 

Who are involved in positions of public responsibility to ask 

you to come face to f ce with the realities of our time . 

I am not interested in trying to indulge myself in 
,..._ 

fantacy or facy , I am not particularly interested, if you please , A 

in trying to project pie in the sky , I am interested in talking 

to serious minded mature people about their country and what we c n 

do about it , Where we are going and how we are going to get 

there . 

Now, let ' s talk about realities -- realities that 

you have to face every day in your life just like I have to face 

them in mine -- and reality number one was stated so clearly, so 

brilliantly and so blunt!~ about five years ago by the late 

President Kennedy . Here is what he said, ''Peace and freedom 

do not come cheap and we are destined - - all of us here today 

to live out most , if not all our lives in uncertainty and challen e 

and periol . .. 

Now, my fellow Americans , that ' s exactly the way it is 

and we canJt glass it over and we can ' t ignore ite fcind to think 

otherwise is a dangerous illusion, and to follow the voices of 

those who would have us think otherwise is dangerous deception . 

I speak of the realities to this audience because you can take 



for the families that are represented here. 

Reality ntnnber two is that the answers to these 

uncertainties, the e challenges and perils, as you all know too 

well , are not imple answers, and beware of tho e Who give you 

simple answers . The world i a complex and troubled place , and 

it is a world in which we live and our children live. I think 

we should by now as Americans have reached the end of our Age of 

Innocence. 
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Amerl.ca,(/i;ls a 'itAI.P/ grown-up nation just like this 
is 

labor JDOV81P1mt • a grown_qp lAbor mov...ntc: J.na w JDU$t 'be able to ac 

our age. Yes, we are young in spirit. (J()c)Qneaa ae, yes. Age 

tbe chronological calendar age tells us little or notbing. You 

knWw, we ue as young as OtU: ideals, and •• old •• our fears. we 
~ 

are q YCU!:]&s ow: bope, ~ as ! ••"9 as our doubts. 

And that is -why I have said that Allerica is essentially a 

young nat1on, because we ue a natic;>n 1n bopes and ideal$ ..... at 

least moat. of us. 

But ~t is lay the nature 01 our jw;Jg.-nt. .f.b these ttoubled times 

ana o\U' stet ... nsbip that. we ·are gQJ.ng to be judged aa we wrest e 

with tbese tough problems in the world around us. And every Clay 

you a.a:e told of thOse tough probl._, ana every day you have. peo le 

that bave quick answers for tbem. 

De:re is only one thing, or two thin9s 

of friend• - tnst&ntt coffee, ,&Jid instant tea. Tba:re are no 
~,V>-, 

w~tllt. answers to problems that have plawueaz SOlie of them 

for genezations, .and. many* that.. have been with us since World 

Wax 11. 

Bow what is~ n~r 4? 1*~/Xi/ This is • g004 one 

~Ye more chance in Al:aer1ea today to overe(lllle the troubles that 

plague us tban ~ other nation oa tbe fac of the eart.h. And 



02 hav more chance today in Am ric th n ny other time in 

history . e h ve the po r ; w have the w alth , we have th 

skill; w h ve the resource to do wh t n ds to be don • And I 

her to ask you that 9 t busy and o to ork and get these 

done . 

t no on sell this country short . And rem r this , my 

th t those th t do eith r do not know i s histo I r its trengbl , 

or they seek only to demonstr te th ir act of under t nding of 

what e re all about . 

hort . You n ver h ve . l ar no going to ..,ell Am ric 

e re going to buil Am r'ca stro 
) 

d rica i strong today 

bee use there ar men and o n , il ~o1s of th 

and ill ion in other p rts of our economy that still hav faith 

thi coun 
) 

t still understand I it basic 

vitality, till u derstand i s p po • A d they are not 

s lling eric short . And I don ' t th .ink they re going o liste 

the voice on th political tump, or anypl ce e e th t os;::-

sell America short . 

OW 1e hav n tog h lmg e , ld frankly , I lik 

your com any . And let tell you f i n s , if e tick tog ther a 

little longer , w are going ob tog t r lot longer . 

And we have co e at long ys , too . Th r r p ople here 

can rememb r different days . y 
' J. once as off r d a job in th 

di tion Service . Frankly I v b n mediating e rl sin e . 

to 

that 



W nav c e lcng 
last £011: y 

ick e riod of our history. d 
l<n 9 ways 1 be 

you h lped e it so~ 
r o~ 

I want 
the t is Presid t of the unit stat is P 1d nt, 

k him P:residen • 

The t t i vice P:resident of th unit d tat s would 

ev r have been Vice President without you~:' lp , 
fore and 

ter the conv ntion, 'I k ow. 
'1'b is r a mini tration: thi is ycu r gov nt 1 

ym r d dmini tration. I hel:e to t 11 yo 

that it bas kept i promise • we have fulfill our promise • 

I not goi g aown th laundry list, and I am not. going to 

txY to list all of the acc0111 lls ts , bUt j ask the pl of 

rica in tbl ca son, k the nd t.~"tt/11 they 

will tall yo , they knOW· Ask th retir c: ple who now can get 

ern edic l car with dignity Under Medicar • They ~0 

It took us 20 ye s to get that.. And I w s 1n on the t.ake 

off, n I w in on t.h landing, too. 

Ask t chil r 1 sk th children of this r tired <e upl.e 

who no longer are bW:d ned with tbeir bospit. 1 il aoctor bills. h 

kml ke t our f itb na kept o r promise • Ask tb workers wb 

onl.Y a f w yeara o :re unempl yed right her in Pennsylvania 

a in itta gb, and now :v job. Tbey knOW that we kept 

ur promise .. Ask tlD millions r ye the many millions of wo:rlt r 



4 who got job tr i.ning and wer abl to get eir skills upgr ed 

or :ven g t an.y kill and h ve job.. They know we h :ve kept our 

ord. 

ask the n and th w n who are tod y c ered by 

minimum w , the 9, 000 ,000 mor of them in th last bill, and 

who today for the first tim ar getting n t 1 t n $1. 60 

n hour. They know w kept our word. 

k t mothers of the 9 , 00 , 000 rican children wbo now for 

the first time bav th all ~rtant chanc for a decent educati ' 
b c e Ped ral Bl entary s condary Educ tion ssistance c 

under thi administration. And four previou administrations 

st~ggl to get tba t 'f! d al help to our ym ng te.r , but. me 

inistr tion did it, your dministr tion, t Johnson- HWnPhr y 

Y 4 w bav kept our promi e , And sk the t u ands of 

Americans today who serve on local community action councils d rds 

in very jor city in ric • They know which admini .tratio 

9 :v tb 
.. 

. For the first~ in their livest an first clas rican 

citizens. ag inst 1ri jobs, in 

v ry r of life# million of them, fell ic , who had 

no other r son to be cliscrmininated gain t. t.ba.n th fact that 

color of th ir skin.. Ask theta Which Ad inist 

t on d liv red .. 
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Yes, my fri nd , something grand and goOd is happening 
in tbis country. And I am nd:. going to carry the message of 
America and the message of this administration to the American 
people by complaining and by just constantly pointing out 
whatever little shortcomings we can find . I think that there 
as etbi.D:J cjood tbat is happening :In America and I am going to 
lift my voic to get Am rieans to tand up and be rpoud of their 
country. 

Tb re is a new dimension to our democracy. You made it 
pos ible in your union 1 wherever embers had a rigbt to vote, 
wher-.•• ·paw eveey person was brought in if he wanted to be 
in the decision making process. that new cU.mension is call 
participation by ev ryme which for th first tinle makes GOV rnm 
of the people, by th people, and for the peopl )li, exactly wnat 
says it 1 1 GoVernment of the people. 

And this my friends 1 real people pow eri people power. hat 
is the kind of power that counts in this country. You don't need to 
separate people on the basis of class or color or ethnic origin. 
This is its promis , one nation, und r GOd indivisible with liber y 
and justice for all - - that is people power. 

And people pow r mean new :motiv: tion1 n w participation, 
new purpose. And we are going to put peopl power to work, just 
like you have done it right here in t.le Union Movement it elf .. 

Now, there isn • t much n rw bout our probl , 1be probl 
of our slwns, or of our 
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opportunity in AmeriCa we bav known alx>U:. them. Th y bav 

sharpe ; they hav been brought into focus they should. 

But what 1 n 1 this 1 what i n i 

that tb remedies for th se old problems have come f ster in the 

1 st four y th v ry for in ~f. hi t ry of this 

R public. Ana i am ere to ay t at t e inis r tion of PJ:esid t 

Lyndon Johnson has CCOU\Pllshea more for be people in the last 

four years than any ¢~~t c arable riod in ric history. 

d having aid it, let document it, beeaus urs ba n t 

langu g of progre • By th way, I generally ak of the 

Johnson9Hwnphr y ini tration, you know, because, tell, --

I ._/rll didn • t used to talk abo it that w y so much, until 

one day when I was presiding in th s nat , th 1nor1ty leader, 

a list ning to a aebat going on. And Democr ts and R public 

like wer having field day, just picking on the Pre 1dent, 

criticizing him, having great time doing it. And mind/ you, 

th inority l d r got up nd s id in hi el !sou enatorial 

rolling oic 1 be id, "Mr .. President .... •• that w s e, b id, •x 

v en listening all aftern o to the criticism of our Presid t, 

ll th mistakes that he is supposeCl to have maCle. I just want t 

correct the r cord. I don't think w o ght to accuse the Pr s1d nt 

lone of ll of these things.•• H aid, "Let ' s include Hubert, 

So with th ugge tion nd the ble si g of the t~t loyal admini tratio: 

it th John n-H brey a.dmiilistrati011. 
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W 11, what is the langu ge }1- that we s ak? The languag 

of doubt? No, but the language of progress. And theAm !can peop e 

h ve understood it.. 3,900,000 needy college stuaenas are 

in univers.itie today and yesterday receiving Feder 1 as ist.ance 

becaus a President ~n d Gov rnment cared, 26,000,000 bo pital 

bill hav been paidt 5,000 ,ooo tients ve rec ived doctor • 

ervices under .Me(licare; 5, 000,000 'lt;4t needy person have 

participat in community action progrsmsr over 1,000,000 

children in Project Headstart, alone. .More consumer l~iil tion 

been pa sed to protect the American cons r und r thi 

dm1nistrat1on than in all of th dministrations :Lnce the 

beginning of this RepUblic. 

Pair packaging, whole e m t, traffic nd auto fety, 

truth in lending, flamable fabrics, on bill after another 

for th home i in for the opl , bee use this Administration 

cares abc>ut people, if: llelieve in people, it respects people. 

And we have delivered for the people. 

Crucial ginning have been mad in en~ironm ntal control, 

clean r ir, water pollutia control, cl an r rivers and jor 

cr1me control legislation pa sed. And more is now pending in 

Congre sJ fireat1nS control, afe treets, and crime control, juve 11 

d inquency prevention, a whol 9 laxy of legisl tion, if you 

pl e, ponsor by a Pr sident a d n Mministr tion that 

by Dem.oc:r t Congress that cared, too., 

Row, anybody tbat will deny this record distorts the truth 



08 

And they di cr it ot only the truth, d tb ide 1 in wh:J.ch 
you and I believ , , they al o discredit tboat! of us who have 
fought for those tltings. They c t Americ s o t of 
prid in r progr s , ~ill/ se d1 tor e.r of th truth hake 
their confidence, tbe conf1d nc of American a Americ ns in r 
n t • bility to fac future. 

Dec ption, doubt, des ir, this is the 11 y of 
ell ric short. Bav nothing to do with it, d bav nothing do 

with t ae tha talk like t t , y fellow Americ .. 

? Of c 
Now, are we cont nt tt~ith thea achi<A"'"

It \ole oul<S be exactly lik Un:to n bei g con 1th your 1 t 
cmtract. Of cow:: we w nt better tod y, we are re tles 

nd rd every d , v ry y ar.. Americ 
r alw ys seeking to n ot1ate a t r contr ct, 

b content until d cracy ' hou is complet • 

Dissatisfaction, bow v r , i no excu. e for viol ce or 
irresponsibil,fjj /e demogoguery. The art of progre to 
pres rv order i.t amid c ge n<i to preserv and dvance change 
amid order, order and cba'lge, cb&n a or er - you cantt bav 
o itbout th other. The l w of the jungl no plac in 
the world today, and it no plac in ny American neighbOrhOOd. 

Viole can not produce re ponsible decision ., and it is 
inexcu hle wher pe cefu ar t ha.."ld.. 'l'h etermination to 
pre erv law andord r man ind be he ult te te t of our nation s 
maturity. This n tion is on tbe 



09 this hous of democracy in a short tim 8 It baa taken us 
two centur¥uJ to build it. 

And re of th wreck rs and bewar of the distorters. 
BeW r of the de.rnsrlagoque • Beware of thO wh s k easy an 
simpl answers to difficult and coanplea probl • we know bett r. 

You didn ' t build the 1 bor mov ent 09 rniteg Youdidn't 9 it 
just ause omebody 1d t y ought to have it .. You got 
you work fo it. You bad to tand for it. You had to 
to it. tod y tbe ican labor v ent stands as a mighty 

force for liberty d freedom a justice not only in Am rica, 
but I c~ tell you, all ov r be entir world , thank goodness. 

This. world know through pain d tr g dy tbe pric of vio ence, 
of aggres ion, sion and ha - hate. A 

e tolerat condon or embrac rem-
a res nsible ople c not 

at bo11a or abroad. And w can not tolerate, condone or embra e 
the dang rous courses either o~ violenc at h e , or withdraw 1 
abroad. 

We know what they cost. Now much fit t same 
wo4ld at 1 rg • Th best road to urity and dev lo ent which a e 
ou:r objectives lie in dipl , in negotiat , in on ic: 
prQgr 8, in education in he lth. Thea are the ssential o 
nation • s building.. 'l'he r th e 8 ntials of c:e: th a ar 
th commi ts of this labor mov ent. The e are the resolutions 
Which you have adopted y r in year out. And th s ar the 
policies of your administ tion t e administration of re taent 
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Johnson and Vice President Humphrey. 

Now, let me speak to youof the JDOse urgent matter of all, 
because everything that we seek can be lost if in this nuclear 
age man' s madness tears thia world apart. The liltiiDate task of 
stat-anship is building tba conditions in this world that 
tend themselves to an endur.tng and real pea•. 

Last Monday, Mrs. twaphrey and I returned from .Mexico City 
I went there to affirm our oountx:taa>ptMew y • s pledge to help k p 
Latin AJDerioa, our neighbors to the south free of nuclear weapons 
and the threat of their use, to have at least one place 1n this ld where the weapons of mass destruction would have no hale, no 
acceptance. 

We signed that treaty which is a r-rkable step 1n curbin 
tbe *arm's race. 

And then there is a nuclear nonaprolifexation treaty 
that is pending before the united Nations , and it is there , b&Caus 
your PJ:ea:Ldent, and your GOVernment of which I have been a part 
helped get it there. JUst within this last year we have seen tbe 
eat.ablisltment of a new 'i;N/ Asian Development Bank. we have joined ith other natJons to lower trade barriers and prcxaote economic growth. 
we have concluded an agreeaent to bar nuclear weapons in outer spac • we bave agreed to a consular treaty with the soviet union. The 
line.. kept the middle Bast crises frolll explod1ng into a major 
inter.national confrontation that could have engulfed the world. 

P~:uident Jolmaon • a perao~l env 
• 



Otl All of these thing ~pened bee s there was 

House, and bee us the w a GOv xnment tbat c red , because 
( there w s a GOvernment that w s determined to build he eatnedra 

~ teac , stone by ston , block/ by block, bee use the c thedr 1 of 
\r 

peae does not come from a dream or talk. It com bee us 

are architect and wOlk er and builders. And 
R ¥ of thi c thedral of p ce for the United states of Americ i 

the w , on Sund y nJ.t demonstratea his at t.esm.anship, ncl 

his courag one g in, the man th t I Ytltl bav stood longside f 

for #'IV lJno t four y rs , Pre ident Lyndon Johnson. 

An who as a gre ter tak in peace than thi audienc 

are on a battle£1 ld? who e d ughers likewie 

to th sex-vic of their country. And the building bloc of 

p ace r not the rrsult Of ome magic formula discover on he 

po11t1cill t in an election year. 

I remember this candid te of th oppo ition -- I have forg tten 
his for the man nt. He has been around a long tim • I 

w. n be aid had a plan for 

sout st Asia. And wben I said to him, if you hav , yw have 

acr sol citizenship duty to present it to the 

President of th united stat s. 

Arid what wa his reply? And w t hi reply? Be saiCJ 
would to it until after th el etion. well, I hav s fOl 

hinl, if h pre ents his pl , he will pre nt it only as a c 

not an office holder. 
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c you think. anything th t w ld r lly more enjoyable 

tb h v g good ampaign with t e fellow with the n w image? 
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You know, 1 '' m getting interested. After all , my friend , 
~ it has become ~ operation in Americ these days for most of 

us to reassess our position. 

Well , now, just back up a little bit now. So , here is 
our America, here it is now 1968. We are in it together. This is 
no longer an adolescent nation. The question befixe America is 
not how many people drink Fresca , the question before America 
is how much thinking do we do Where do we stand? We are a 
country thrust into the center of world power and world responsi-
bility. There isn't any way that we can change it except at our 
destructionl And here is America your America , my America , 
1968 - - no longer able to afford the luxury of escapi m. "Stop 
the world, I want to get off . " Oh , no , we can ' t excape away fran 
the problems of our cities or~ inthe wider human 

~ community. We have to standfdo what needs to be done . 

Here is America , most Americ rich and comfortable, but 
knowing that wealth alone does not make justice, a.nd eawfmx ionfBBR 

ZBXxmaaB that comfo~or the many does not make peac .• Here is 
Americ well on its way with more opportunities by far than 
problem$ , with more strength than weakne s , with more of a chance 
of achieving the full meaning of freedom than any other country 
in the history of the world . we can have an America that pledges tself 
to full and equal rights for every citizen and keeps th t pledge . 
We can have an America that pledges cities that are safe and 
clean, Where neighbor oods are once gain filled with neighbors , 



We can have an America that developes the pxa•BHXR• 
in 

precious human worth/81 every child. 

R I read one place that the birth of every child i God ' s 

testimony to his faith in mankind , and I think so. How important 

it is that every institution of this country , public and private , 

measures itself by its dedication to that child, its hopes , its 

spiration , and we can have n America that pledges itself to 

genuine and real peace and progres around the world and fulfills 

that pledge . 

We can have it if we stand together , if we don ' t lose our 

way , if we work together, and we are working for it now, everyone 

of us . 

So , let me finally say a few words about the matter that 

is foremost in all of our minds today. 

Last Sunday you know, sometimes it takes a long time 

to sign a contract last Sunday President Johnson once again 

offered peace with honor in Southeast A ia. He offered peace t 

would save American lives and Vietnamese lives . He offered a 

settlement that could bring new security and development to all 

the peoples of Southeast Asia . Within a 1eHxKaHxB very few hours 

our President will be enroute to the Pacific to pursue that 

settlement, to pursue that purpose . 

I talked with him long this morning . The road to peace is 

a tortuous one and a difficult one . The search for peace is 

a lonely battle , but , my fellow Americans , the beginnings are 
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being made . 

I think I know a little bit about that search for peace in 

my work in the congres and a Vice President ... -some of it very 

undramatic -- food for pe ce , the Peace Corps, the disarmament 

agency -- these are some of the legislative programs to ~ich I 

gave my attention and effort , and I have stood through m ny long 

hard days as the Majority Whip of the United State Senate alongsi 

President John Kennedy s we sought a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty , as 

we ZBBkad had to faRRK face up to Kruchev ' s threat of nuclear 

weapons in Cuba , facing grave danger in tha.t Cuban missile 

crises . I was there in the Congres and at the White House , and 

I have stood be ide President Johnson day after day as he faced 

decisions involving the life and the secutity of this nation, 

and I think I know the difference between a fleeting thought and 

hurried speech about peace and the hard hard difficult work of 

finding it and achieving it. 

I have been with the President in the meetings of the cabi t 

and the National Security Council, and alone with him at lonely 

hours in the White House Mansion, not once but dozens of times 

as we reviewed the various policy lternatives facing our 

country in Southeast Asia , in the Middle East , in the Mediterrian , 

in the Carribe n . It has not been easy. It takes its toll . I 

have , a you wo ld expect , as one member of the Pre ident • s cabin 

and a his partner , given what advice I felt I could, and I have 

honestly given my viewpoint . I say to this great udience today 
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esident • partner , and honored by the precious gift of his trust 

a d hi friendship . 

When those decisions were finally made , after ~e crossfir 

of discussion and review -- and plenty of crosssfire, Imight add, 

even outside of the government itself -- I have dane whatever I 

could to help support the hand of the President, to loyally suppo 

his policies , to stand by and upport his decisions . You would 

not have xpected less , and had I given less I wouldn ' t be worthy 

of standing on this platform today. 

so. let me make it crystal clear for the days ahead. Whatever t 

they may offer , I will not run way from the program of this 

Administration. I am one of it ar~hitects ; I have made my 

modest contribution, I think it has been good for America. I thi 

it has been good for s-ev*cax the free world, and I am going to do 

everything I can if the Lord will give me the str ngth to carry 

this proqram to every part of this nation and ask people for 
dxiuDal 

support. Having done this , as 

you know I have , my own course is clear in the days ahead. It ' s 

the sam course that you would follow. I want to help my country, 

I want to help it, and I want to help my Pre ident. I know the 

burdens that he carries, particul rly today. as h embarks on a 

new mission Which we hope may be a step towards peace in Southeast 

Asia. I must tell you that at this moment I must make it crystal 

clear to you, I will do nothing that will in any way impair that 

mission. I will do nothing by word or deed for my personal reason 

or any other. th t in any way might hinder the delicate work of 



•• diplomacy Which lies ahead , but I will do everything I can to 
help tb& effort -- Whatever I may be called upon to do. I will 
do everything I can for the cauae of peace in this world , and I 
will do everything I can to keep the social progress that we have 
had thus far moving 1Bx forward in America. I ~1 not spare myself 
whatever may be my duty or my position. I will do everything to 
sustain and carry foraard the work that we together have begun 
in this country., And I come here today to ask your help and to 
ask the hilp of all Americans in doing these worthy jobs . 

I know what your request is . I know what your thoughts are . I 
I am most grateful , you know that, and I am not one to walk away 
from a decision. A decision will come in due time . I must aay 
to you now that we cannot for a moment let there be any mis
understanding of our inte~ntions here at home or our national 
resolve . 

This is a very very important moment in American his tory 
for our children, fox- our men in Vietnam, for our nation, and I 
am going to call once again on all Americans , regardless of party 
or persuasion , to stand together now in unity behind the Presiden1 
in our national quest for peace. We have a chance now, my friends. 
It will require great displine from you and from me , it will re~re 
patience , and it will require abov all responsibility and 
maturity. I know that all of those qualities you have , and I say 
to you as your friend that I will do my level best in Whatever 
role fate or decision may thrust me . I will do it . I think not 
on.Ly can I do it but I think we must all do it.. "Vle must act , as 



I lsaid , with respons i bility and maturity. Can we'/ I think 

we c n 7 I know we must . As your life long friend and one that 

looks forward in these months ahead of working very d closely 

with you I sk your help. Now, my friends , let ' s join together-~ 

let ' join together in a mighty effort in this country. Let ' s 

see to it that the struggle we started in 1961 to get this nation 

moving once again , that that struggle does not falter nowo 

I can assure you that I will be prepared to do whatever is 

neces ary to be done . Thank you very much. (Standing ovation) 
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