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Hmnnrks By Vi co Pres id nt Eump 1rey 
OpeninG of Citi zens for Humphrey Iqs 
Bilt .. oro Hotel , nevT Yor l-:: , tay 23, 196ti 

Fifty years ago there v1as a s ayine abroad in the YTorld 

that every man h ad t v10 countries---his own and Franceo 

But in American politics, there is another saying---that 

every liberal has t v;o home states---his 0 \'1!1 and the Empire 

State of New York~ 

So r am deeply proud and moved to come to Nev; York.,~ 

where I share with millions of my fellow citizens-~Democrats, 

Republicans and Independents---a love of good government, a 

total commitment to social justice, and a passion for p eace 

with hono1., in Vietnam and all over the VTorldo For these are ~r 

substance of the daily remaking of ~~ our society ~~-~~- ~~ 

in the continuing American Revolution. 

Vfuen I set foot in New York1 I feel a surge of nevv 

strength. For this is not only Fun City; it is a great city~ 

It is the State vJhich gave to the nation a..11d the world the 

h~ ic leadership of the Al Smiths, the FranklL~ Roosevelt9; 

the Robert FG Wagners, the Harrimans and the Lehman ... oeand 

I am touched and htbnored that Nrs. Herbert Lehman should 

stand with me as co-chairman of this fine citizens group 

standing all about uso 

Let me tell you why a man from Minnesota feels so 

close to New Yorke 

Ther-2 are people today \"Tho say that I am an old New 

Dealer~ And I am proud to be called an old Hew Dealero For 

the NeYl Deal was nothing less than a total transformation 

of the institutions and process of American life--for the peopleo 

To be a New Dealer means that you believe nhat you have today 

can be made better tomorrow. And so I a~ one of you. 

Some people say t hat Hubert Humphrey is an opt imis t, as 

if tha t were a charge against me.But optimism r.1eans hope. And 
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hope means a tough <; faith in our ability to solve the 

massive problems we face in our citie s and in the \1rorld. 

And optimism means that \-Ie h av e not lost our way, but that 

we are searching for a better vmy~ And so I admit to a tough 

optimism, fo1~ I believe that is the American nay. 

/l. f!J 
let me say that the first optimisti~ and hopeful 

order of business of my administration, should you elect 
P. · ~.rC~ 

me President, vrill be "" peace in Vletnarn; -·'~ :in our streets • -,., , 
and peace in the t1~oubled minds and hearts of America's yo·ung 

and adult generations. ca t vrill not be a peace based on 

surrender. It will not be a peace based on suppression of 

freedom or thou(?'.,ht or dissent o It will not be a peace based 

on forgetting America's problemso It will be a peace based 

on the success of .workable, liberal, just programs to guarantee 
' 

every American :~P full and deserved stake in our society. 

Some people say that Vice President HU.l'llphrey is the 

radical he \7as 20 years a go ~/hen he fought, almost alone, 

for equality, dignity arid status for every mano Ahd I answer 

that to be restless, to dissent, p-o protest in the knoviledge 

y~at there is something 

than poverty, ignorance, 

better for millions of Americans 
6A~~?' t-

isolation,1~disease ~nd discrimination----

is to be a radical. L'\nc1 I stand ready to be judged one~ 

And there are . ot!1ers vrho say that Hubert Humphrey 

hash it changed at all in 20 yea1~s. And I ans\7er, yes: I ·was 

a liberal in the dark days of 1948; a liberal in the empty 

days of 195cl; and a liberal in the challenging days of 1~6~~ 

P~d l have not changed my spots. i have not changed my 

comr.J itments. 1 have ndt changed my record off igb.ting for 

social justice and the Nc\7 Democracy Y/e all seeko 

But there are tho s e who say _- G. sentinental~ And T 
l ~ 

~ believe in the h earts of men~ 1 believe in a political 

and ethical ecumenica l movement v.rhich brings toGether 

Black and ~~ite, ric~ and poor, Prote stant, Catholic and 

Jevrs.. I believe thnt it is far b etter to b a se a socie ty 
r /'J 

on trust betwe en men, than
1

f ear and duspicion • 

i. believe, with Frnnlclin Roo sev eW:; , tha t c;ovornment ·"' ..... 
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meant to ser ve men, and not be s ome alio_l power over t;hemo J.aclmit 

t.o sent iment, for \'Tithout it life ·would be harsh a.n.cl cr uel 

and dull~ 

And finally--as if 1 did not have enough f ault s---there 

are tl1.ose who accuse Hubert Humphrey of being for national 

unity~ Bu:l:; l believe in unity of national pu:Dposo, not; 

~ uniformity of opinion~ T be11eve in a unity of the best 

minds and t he finest spirits \7orking toward solutions of 

the age-old problems of ill-will, ill- h ealth, j_ll-hou.sing, 

and lost hope. I believe in a unity Y>ihich prizes the energy 

of youth and respects the dignity of age. I believe in a unity 
t.<# ' n1 

of the intellectual scholal" ::c,.. the ·worker vihose hax brain 

and bravm made this nation great~ I believe in a u.11ity 

of the states and the Congress in a drive toward fulfilling 

the timetable of needs this nation wants fulfille d~ 

No man seeks the Presidency to stand still ·while 

problems cry out for solutionso 

No man seeks the Presidency to preserve the status quo. 

Nq man seeks the Presidency to rur~ tempori ze and drift 

while nations confront each other ·with threats or subvers:ton 

or wars. 

J.rry fellow citizens, I sought the highest office in 
. a r~~a 

this land because I believed that atfecorc1 of liberalism 

can do the job~ 

I sought the office of Presidency because I believeO 

l::J,t America has given me the maturity and the wise judgment 

needed for difficult and hard decisions. 

I sought the Presidency not for honor, and not for power, 

but to use it---for the people~ 

I sought the Presidency to give back to America 

what it, in its majesty and bounty, has given to me~ 

And with yo ·?hand •• and yo't} theart ••• snd the rut.J<X..Et.Rft prt>.yers 
We 

of your spirit ••• x/shall achieve it ••• ~ 

Rob ert R. Kl e in/HRK 

.JUl. _l/.../.1. 
tilt :.-;r rt 



Vice President's Remarks 

New York City -- May 2 3, 1 96 8 

Opening of United Democrats for Humphrey Headquarters 

( 

(see other side) 



Scenario - 3f111 

• 

On your arrival at Humphrey H a 
crowd will be gathered on the sid 
street to welcome you. Mrs. He e an 
wi l greet you as you leave your car; proceed directly 

0 

-~~t=~~~~~~--r-:~o the_platf rm with Mrs. Lehma •• GegeBacker 

and Bill IJ. - .. 
12:20 p.m. M;;: L ve a~b~~ · llowed 

12:35 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

by your remarks ormally opening the New York 
State Citizens for Humphrey Headquarters. 

Accompanied by Mrs. Lehman3 George Backer and 
Bill Shea~ proceed to the entrance where you will 
cut the ribbon and proceed inside. 

Joel Berson has suggested that3 before entering3 

you turn to the gathering and extend an invitation to 
them to follow you into the store front. 

A photographer will be on hand to take pictures. 

There is only a brief time allotted for the visit and 
photos with the campaign workers in order to permit 
you time to return to the Waldorf Astoria and freshen 
up prior to your luncheon with George Ball and guests. 

Depart from the Biltmore Hotel and proceed to the 
Waldorf .. Astoria. The press will remain at the 
Biltmore and will not join you again until that evening. 
Arrangements have been made to take care of their 
needs for the afternoon (press room3 food, drink~ 

the works). 

Arrive at the Waldorf, proceed to 42-H to freshen 
up before you have lunch with George Ball. 

Proceed from the Andreas suite to 42-C. John Rielly 
has made the arrangements for this luncheon in Bill 
Benton's suite. The luncheon will last for approximately 
tw <lii"P.I\!Ial 
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MRS<) GUREVICH: It truly gi¥es me a great 

deal of pleasure to welcome all ot you·' dist1nguishecr. 

Democrats, Delegates and Alternates~- We thank you . 

very much tor coming. 

Notf, we Demo era ta assembled in this room, 

this very morning, are here because we are convinced 

that Hubert H ~ Humphrey in the vlhi te House would 

provide the leadership of reason and responsibility 

for the security and future o~ the American people . 

(Applause.) 

As part of insuring this leadership tor New 

York ~ate, we have two men. who by their own 

demonst~ation of their public service, leave no 

doubt tllat they will lead .us to vic~ory in Chicagoo 

(Applause.) 

It is now my privilege and pleasure to 

introduce to you a man who all or his adult life 

served ·the· people · ot New York Ci.ty, .first as an 

Assemblyman, then as a Buildin~ Commissioner, and 
', 

then moved on ·to Manhattan ·Borough President, · and 

for ta1e:tve y~ars devoted hi$ capabil1.t:i.es,- judgment 

and knowledge to the smooth running of the gr~ateat 

city in the worldo 

Presently he is Chairwan of the National 
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All-American Council. 

I am pleased to present Mayor Robert P. Wagnsr. 

(Standing ovation~) 

MAYOR \'lAGNEl\: Thank you veey much. 

Mae, ·and Vice-President Humphrey~ and ~ good 

aear friends, Frank o•cannor, and Mrs. O'Connor, ana 

my wife, and llfY .tellOti Democ_rats:·· · 
' .. . ,, 

I know we are befe to listen primarilY ana ba 

inspired bf tbe presence ot' our grea·t candidate 

Hubert Humpbrey·; and aE~ I have sa-iA :..~ utany occasions, 

I am very, ver.1 proud aa·a New Yorker and as an 
; ~ ' 

American to support him for ' our nominationo 

·I have l<nown him · notl ,., 11 over twenty years, 

and I llas orie of tbos in ·19.48 at the Convention wi'lo 

cheered him on when he made hts grea~ t1gbt tor 

civil rishts in this country; and tn~t marked the 

beginning of bringing the t:ull benetits, · or ma~y of 

the benefits of· democracy to our felloh~ Americans. 

he wa a a great Mayor 0 ot· an-· important ~1 ty. 
0 • 

He knows the problems of t»iie c1t1eso 

He· t.zas a great Un~teq States Senatar fc)l: some 

siXteen years., and ot co ree,· a :ais~1ngU1sl1ea :aM , 

brilliant V~."~e-President f the _United States~ who 

knotlls oetter l;ha.n an1body else# ·except, pe:t'haps, 
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the President himself, of the grave respons1b111t1es 

and the work ·that muat go into solving the problems 

in the years ahead. 

I know that all ot us will do everyth~ng we 

can to help you campaign for Delegates to the Con

vention, because I am sure that a gteup such as ie 

represented here~ we have the finest part ~f our 

Democratic Pal't~ in tlew York State., and we will do 

our share to make sure that the nomination goes to 

tlube:rt Humphrey. and in that way make ~ contribution, 

not so much to ourselvea, not so much to the Democratic 

Party1 but for the futur of this country and the 

lc1nd or a country \'7.e want to h nd dOt'ln to our 

children. 

Thank you. 

{Applause.) 

MRS. GUREVICHt Now, that other great man ... -

. t ia, ·again, ·!l,y c.li~ting;u:lshed pr~v1l~ge and. pleasure 

to introduce tbe great American, a man who moat of 

his adult l te served. th people of New Y~rk City 

very1 very well as State Senator, and then was known 

to New Yorkers as the ~ight!ng District Attorney~ 

a man whose outstanding work in that office caused 

the good people of Queens County to return him to 
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that office three ttmes; presently he is the New 

York City Council President1 Prank D. O'Connor. 

(Standing ovation.) 

MR. O'CONNOR: It is my privilege. Mr. Vice• 

President, and Mr. Ambassador - and I predict be 

will make one of tbe greatest ambassadors this 

country has ever bad --

(Applause.) 

(ContinUing) •• f~s. Ambassador., Boss 

o•connor -- I forgot., we are not allO\fed to use the 

tford 11boss" any longer~ but she 1s st1ll my boss -

(Laughter.) 

(Continuing) ·- and felle»J Democrats; 

When Mae Gurevich lias making those veey 

laudatory ~amarks about the two great men that will 

lead th1s ticket 1n August, I began to applaud., and 

the AmbaesadOl' caught my eye and sa:a.d uNo, no; not 

now. Don't applaud." 

Bob, I was applauding tor you. 

We are going to lead this ticket to a great 

victor,J at tbe convention, and to a great victor.1 

in November. 

(Applause.) 

I think you can all feel it in the air and in 
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the sp~rit that ~otivates all-ot you to come all 

over here from ever, part ot New York State to be 

here with this great candidate, Hubert Humphrey, the 

next President or the Unttad States •. 

(Applause.) 

A te\'1 years ago in another ~ampaign1. in 

anotber day, as he was running for otfice,·he 

traveled around the country 1n an ai~larie. ·with a 

sign emplaced upon the· side with the .slogan "The 

Happy \1Jarr1ortt; that slogan was given to another 

Democrat 1n the State, Al Smith. 

But how truthful·ly 1 t applies to Vice-President 

Humphrey • "The Happy Warrior.'' He is happy 1n his 

~ono rn for th people, happy 1n his concern for 

education and housing, happy to bear the banner ot 

the Democra t:to Party. 1n every progress! ve :and: :L1bera 1 

s~ep he has taken th~ough al1 ot the twenty-tive 

years that .he has been 1n ·Off1ce 41 

(Applause -~) 

How fitting and proper• and bow historic it 1s 

tllat at tbis time, t1hen America has j:i;s problems and 

is pressed so har~:' .t at this man ·i.s ·going to heal 

and bind up# ~nc:i to le d in unity a grea ; nation . to 

a great victory in . }\!ovamber·. 
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{Applause.) 

on a show just a . tew weeks ago, when I made 

these remarks~ I sa1d we had three great oandid~tee, 

none of wbiob I will say a word against, because w~ 

don't believe in · f'1ght1ng Democrats. We bel1eve in 

fighting R~-~ublicarii ~ · · 

. I ·aa·i4 itThts is tli man that can tmite~ Tbis 
•• ' • f- • • ~ • • • •• • •. • 

is the .man that' can bring ·togethern·- then the 

question tz~s -· aal<ed lf:i:a 1;b1s not an :tnd1cation. ot· a · 
j. . . 

. . 
I said . "All one ha·s to do 1s look back throl.tgh 

th record ariel the words ·of' that. ever happy warrior· · 

:tet ·• s look at the record. ,,. · · 
. . 

I ,.,as with him as a· Delegate to that ·historic 

co~vention ~t 1948 When this ~11 made ·a tr~~en~ous 

tlght . and led th~ · oountry at Ef titll~ when 1t tlasn•t 
. . 

popular tor clvfl rights .for all ot the o1t1zens of 

America, and t111s. ~as · a ·marK ot a gr.eat man then. 

I remat'ked about his grea-t leadership in· the 

Job Cqrps, the Peace Corps·, · and for peace, and 

housing. 

I said this is an indication ot a tremendous 
•' =-:: .' 

area ti ve oi"igina l thinker o · , 

America is ·only now catching up to Hubert 



Humphrey,. 

(Applause.) 

I have talked too long a~r.ead7. 
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I want to say that I am delighted to share the 

co-Chairmanship with a great.< Amer1can., Bob Wagner. 

(Applause.) 

I am delighted at this tqrnout '~ere today, and 

to each and every one r4" :-""""' T.rhn hRve· no small in

convenience to come here from all over the· State. I 

am very sratetul and apprec1ative~ and I am ao happy 

and so proud to Join hands with you in leading this 

tremendous crusade that will result 1n v1~to:cy en 

behalf of our great candidate, Hubert Hmnphrey, the 

next President bf the United States of America. 

(Applause.) 

~ms o GlJREV'ICH: During my 1.1fet1me in PO: 1 tics 

and philanthropic and civic work, I have been 

fortunate to meet with and work with some great men 

and women o Today I have been g1 ven a very unusua 1 

privilege. 

I have ltnown Mr. Humphrey tor many years .. _ and. 

I don't think you remember a• at the first Conven ion 

for the United Nations in · M~nn~apolis --that wa~ 

many yea~s ago -· I was a young sirl ~- I attend d 



that convention, and Mr. HWJpbrey. you were the · 

you.ng Ma)l{)r. 

l never told yo~ thie :befofe, and X beard 70u 

then ancf I was ·thrilled, and· I am · &:t~·lt being . 

thr.llled by · your· eldque 1ce a.nd yoUr! stat~l!maniibip, 

and so \tllen ·X waa tu.~oo this·· mornins -- about 9:00 

o'clock~- tnat 1 ·waa given tntt p~1~i1egt! to · intNdUce 

tb1s. s~at man; ··tor· the· first time :£ 'begart :t() tJtemble, 

ana ·:tt. comes £•rom · the ·:Very· depthb or· illY. 'beirsg-, wha~ 

a pr1~ lege· 1t~. is ror ·me to intrbduce .tbe: 'i'!ext 

n-~eside.nt <;1 .. tne·~e 'Unit~d stiltas·; ·. i'ir • . H\lbert ·n. 

Humphrey~ 

· (8tand:Lng · c.wation. ') · ' .. 
•' . ' 

. 'VICE·PH.ES!i)Elt~ HUM?Hi&'1': •ibank l'du· tteit?/ much. 

'l'hanl{ you "ieey mooh, Mae. 
,. . . 
·1 · .didn ~ t knc:nf we · we~e soing to oe · staruU.ftS ~xt-

·s~tting on a rtel.>ublican pl · .ttorm~ 

(Applav.se ~) 

.tt •a ea " 'to·.'' fal1 ot't ·<be .edge ot 'One ' of these 

·at.y time., 

i\Iae, y~u have. ···1~ · a~ 'i v~n:>:me fll1 thrill~ when· 

' . . . . . . . . 

you gave me ·~hat wonder-ful introduction t .hat· hid . ... 

that you were· ctli.at· t!'emblin~{at· .the thought of 

intrOducing n1e. 
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I ~aven•t bad &nJ woman tremble over me t or 

several years. 

I want you to kriow that this is all worth it, 

if nothing else happens from here on out. 

(Applause and laughter.) 

Secondly1 I want to tell all of our friends 

here from the twenty•f'iv d1stricts that are repre

sented at this gathering this morning, that 1t 1s good 
. 

for you t.o applaud when the television is tree, such 

as you have bere today~ but when we start buying it, 

make 1 t Just loud ft;'r a br1Gt' spurt .• 

(laughter.) 

I am so happy that t.'Ja·ey o•connor and Barbara 

Wagner both can be with us this morning. These are 

two . f my veey favorite ladies, and tbtty know· this 

privately. and I just might as well say so pubi1ciy. 

I am vecy regretful tha ~ Mrs. p\.uT phre)' • . m1 

• 
Muriel, cannot be with us this morning • 

.. 
· · As I was explaining to. Barbara on the way 

down from ·the1r suite to th1s room, it will not be 

long before Muriel wlll be.baok with us. 

She's had a little surge~. She is going out 

to Minnesota where ·abe w11~ be with the grandchildren 

for a s~ort period. 
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-As she tells hev daughter, for a short period, 

then the daughter can come and pic~ tbem up when 

they get restless O'Ut there in the sunshine. · 

She -wtll be back helping me tri this' ef'tort 

towards -the nomination very soon. 

< Appi~use.) 

Maybe . an explanation .for-this mormng wouid ·be 

';.- .: . 
helpfUl. 

• ~ ; •J ... • • ~ 

\'lben I . oame ·.in . through tbe dooriay ·bere some· 

of our friend's in the med1a were a~king me all.· thOse 

good tou~h que a tiona. I like these ·,felloWs. They 

l•eall.y so~t _ot ·make you \'lake UPo You may come down a 

• ; ,,' • •
1 

1 ' , t.; • ' . ''I • 

little sleepy or 'a· little wear,y, but when you meet 

our friends trom' rad1o,.press ana .telev!s1on, they 

ask you those: questions, ~nd you ... nave to start 

getting awake" right awat~ 

One of the questions that wait asked ot me trras 

-*~Holf does 1t -· se~m to :-come tc:>" .th~ · a~te ot another 

aspirant or the p~siaa~y?~ 

T;he on1~ · th!:rtg · I can 'say · is,·' I ·hope y-o~ w1!i.J. 

aak him·-hOW lt .seema:·to go into the ·Humphrey Drug 

Sto~e i'n South Dakota.-
. \'· 

Atter all. I want to return the fa~r~ 

(Laughter.) ·· 



The onlY difference is, my sister-in-law 

gave him a box of candy. 
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I said "Now, Harriet, you didn't need to do 

that. This is one customer that could afford to PB7·" 

(Laughter.) 

I come here as a fellow Democrat. I come here 

as a friend of Senators. I come here as a friend of 

the Democratic Party. 

I want to make 1t quite clear I do not intend 

to bUild Hubert Humphrey t~ by tearing other people 

down. I have no intention of doing thato 

(Applause.} 

I jotted down a note or two here~ and let me 

just take a few minutes or your ve_ry busy day -- we 

have a ver,J busy day ourselves. 

I think that you know that things are already 

develop~ng under this new administration. After all, 

we have appointed our first Ambassador, Bob Wagner 

over here (indicating). 

(Applause. ) 

Bob, I was so well pleased and concerned both 

at the same time to read ·in the press what I already 

knew was going to happen, that you were going to be 

tendered and offered the opportunity to serve your 



14 
. -

Nation .. _.once asain 1n a veey lmportant post 1n a 

part of the wo~ld wbere Amertca needs the very f1nest 

of repre~entation. 

I want to make it q~te clear from tb1s podium 
. . 

that tbere._1s ~o ;~tmportant service today- tbat a man 

can offer his countey, than to ~-~:r;e ,.in ·the Dipl~~ -
.. . . 

m8t1c co~s, to serve to help ·tbis Nation ot o\trs 

and other ri~~ions ot' "the world, to help us find ·8 

road to peace~ to help~- find a greater -degree of 

security~ and to beJ,p us find a .way to bind up· the 
tJ~ncis, not m~re~ at· home, but amongst the nations 

of the world. 

- I am very pleased that the Fres1derit has seen 

fit to indicate, as i read toast, that Mayor Wagner, 

rriy friend, BobWagner~ will b~ · called for greater 

service to bis count~. 
·i j·; . . 

Bob, I want to salute you • 
. ·. · 

\. 

·(ApplauSe.) 

-I don't know wtien we ought to let you go, that's 

allo 
•• 

0 t I 

. ··. 
(Iaughte~~) 

MAYOR \.YAGNER: I will stay as long as you wa.nt 

me to. 
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. stay · as .long·· as we want him. I hope. he wil·l bear 

.with me whan,. we· talk about this • 

. I l1ke . this man. He knotts that • . I: am veey 

honored by his. ·presence) honored ·by his Co-Chai:man• 

.sbip. 

I like .. this rnan that is over here; .:everybody 

knows him. I ·like Prank 0 1Connor.' for his service to 

this state and ·this Nation, ·hfs '~·service to this 

· City. 

I like Bob Woiner and ~ank · .0 1 Connor because 

they serve their nation. They have served their 

·State. They serve tbe1r City, and they bave served 

-'·their party well .and 'faithfu lY.t .and honorably; tbat:•s 

·the k~d ot ::P.eople ·we \'lSnto ·That.'s the kind of . 

. People that :we ·have try ns to advance the cause or 

my candidac7 here .:in tb1s State and in this Nation~ 

I .want to thEmk both or ·them. 

Now, rot fricnas, I ·Just want to say a word or 

two about t:hat _;~ hc~pe ~o do. 

· 1 want ·each . an:i eveey one of you to carry yo ....... _ _.... 

f:tght to the pe.q:>l.a "in tbis ~state. 
;. 

I atn bonQl."'e<.t ·bY vour Willingness ·:to spealc up 

for me. 

I am honored by yoU%' ifill·ingness to say that 
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you would be pledged to m if you are successful in 

your eff'or·t. to become a Delegate in this first ot 

this type election in your State-

I do not operate under any illusions. I know 

that this is not my home state. This is not my 

home ground, but I know that it is yours, and I know 

that I am privileged to have 1n this room today some 

or the most effective forthright liberal,oonstruot1v 

leaders of the Democratic Party; and I want to fish 

you well, and I encourage you to work harder than 

you have worked in your lives -- not just for me •• · 

but for what we stand tor in thio countr,y; what this 

party stands for, and what you personally stand tor, 

Let me malre it clear, I do not believe that. 

any Democrat is going to win the general election in 

November by runn:tng his party down in June or May or 

July or August or September. 

(Applause.) 

I want to remind you. as I rentinded others 
throughout this country, that as we aeek to find the 

man that will be the nominee of our party in this 

Convention in Obicago in August~ that we must keep ~n 

mind that that nominee will have to run in a sense on 

the record of the Democratic Party, not for just two 
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of this Hattan in most or the periods since 1932, 
.. . . .. :~: .:· . . . . ·. : . '; . . . t: :. '.~~1 ! with the exception of an eight-year period, cl\iring 

..1· 

. - . 

· · we· h~iie had ihe respons:L'btlity.·· we· have 
developed thEf programs of ·soc1a1 ju$tic·~ 'in· ·thle · 

country, the 'progra'ms of. soc:Ltft . pftcgr~fis ·.) 
. . 

we nave· develOJ)ef;i tbe .. pol1cie$ a·t nom-e ·and 

abroad which have made this 'coun'tva- whttt "it 1s ~ ·. 

Eveey count-ey in the w"orld. . to&l)" iii sr.i1ll8 thtiough 

great changes, and ·when l be~~ people ·1eve'l ctiargea at 

the Presid~nt or ·at members ott Cotlgt'as~ about the tact 
. . 

that things are not as we would like tliem 1n t "hie 

country, I would .remina them bow they are in othe~ 
countries.· 

We do not ·cont~ol ·what· goes on in Britain or · 

the Soviet Union or China or France or Italy o~ the 

Middle East; and yet -~ll ·over the world the~ is 

ferment and there 1s change. ~here is a spirit of 

restles~ness. 

'rhe d1tferenoe 15 that t'se · in this countey ·have· 

the means~ have the resources ~o du aomethtng anout 

this spirit of ferment ana change ana re~tle~~ness# . 
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and to direct these ineVitable energies towards 

constructive purposes, and that is wbf you have 

elections. 

We seek to r~ess our grievances through the 

Democratic process. We do not seek them through 

dictatorship or riots or violence or lawlessness. 

We seek the regress ot any grievances that 

may exist in our society through the processes of 

petit1on1 election. and government by the consent o 

government. 

I come to you today as. one who has been a 

faithful member of the Democratic Party all of my 

lii'eo 

I come to you as one who bas faithfully served 

•• at least to tbe lest ot my knowledge -- I don•t 

say brilliantly, but I say faithfully and lQyally --

served the administrations of Harry s. T~n. the 

Administration of John P. Kennedy, and the Ad~~nis-

trat1on ot ~don Johnson, and I am proud o~ A,, 
I • 

t ·hree of those presidents~ 

(Applause.) 

Might I just cite tor the record that I stood~ 

. \'71th Harry So Truman \t1hen others left him, and I am ::;( 

proud today that he is the Honorary Chairman ot the 
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United Democrats . for Humphrey, ·8ntl he 18 a contl'1bu-

tion to this 'Natioi1. · 
. ·. .. 

(Appla\\Se.) 

When the primary contests of l95o were over, · I 

am happy to t 11~ th~t I stood a.lonss:ide· ot c1ohn F. 

Kennedy h1 the gen~al election~ coming even to this 

state, even as t stood tor re-election. to.· the United 
. . 

states senate in Minnesota, ana l think you might be 

interested to know· that the .only two states-- the 

only two states outs1de ot the Eastern Seaboard and 

the Alleghany section. from that section ot America 

ciear to the West coast that went for John r. Kenned¥ 

in 1960 t1et'e the· States of Missouri and the State of 

~~esota, and . tben when you get to tbe Far West, 

the state. or Nevada~ You could· 88,- that· 'the elections 

were in this pa~t of the country and certain states 

ot the South. 

Hubert · Humph:t'eN t ·7 bt. 1n the primar:l.es in 

l96d as an opp6~nt. ·~r · J'oHn 1!. :Kennedy, 
·• 

.. 
John F. Kennedy'in 1960. 

'(S\pplaus~
7

~ > 

~J!By -' I aay :t was ·very proud to ~erv~ as his 

PlaJority ·Whip in_ the·'· United ~ State~ Senat~, 
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I was proud of that fr1enush1p, and I want to 

say nothing or do nothing •• say nothing or do 

nothing -- that t.zill detract· from that illustr1olW 

l'eC.Ord of that truly d1stinsu.isbed and creative and 

brilliant man. 

I was very proud to have that chance of 

· · ~~rvice t'? .. h1m~ and then oame ··~he day that I bad 

the opportunity to be.the Vice-President. 

Ladies and gentlemen; I have tried to be the 

kind of a Vice-President that.yo~ would expect, a 

loyal# faithful ruan. I ~~ve served the Pres~dent. 

(Applause.) 

I have served mw President and our countr,y 

with loyalty; that is the least that you can expect 

of one~ that ie the leasto 

(Appl~v.se. ) 

We have made tremendous social gins in th·s 

coU11tcy. I am not unatfare or our problems. 

I was presented bere today by ~~yor Wagner 

aa one tfho has been a 1-tayor of the t11'teenth largest 

c1ty in this ~~tion. 

Over the past three and a half years I have 

served as the P~esident's liason w1th all of the 

raayo11a ot this Na t ·ion • 



I have had over forty meetings with those 

mayors and local government officials. 
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I believe that I am knowledgeable about what 

ue call the "ttrban cris1e." 

I have traveled 1n all ot the fifty states ot 

thi~ Republic as your Vice-President. 

I have been in 600 of the cities and towns of 

this -Nation as your Vice-President. 

I have been in the penthouses •• yes -- ot 
\ 

Park .Avenue, and in the slums of Hutf in Cleveland. 

· I have been 111ith the poo.ttest of the poor and 

the richest of the rich, and I have been with those 

ilho are the militant and those who regrettably are 

the apathetic. 

I believe that I have sensed what is happening 

in this Nation, and I say to you that during these 

past years -- since 1961 -- that your ~~esidents and 

your Party is responsible for the leadership or this 

Countryo 

T\·10 presidents have p1onee:red and experimented 

in tr~1ng to find ways and means to bring more and 

mo~e o~ our fellow Americans into the benefit of this 

great society of ours; bringing mo~e and more of our 

people into the _privileges of American Citizensh1P¥: 



22 
. . 

bringing more and more people under the responsibility 

ot our American Citizenship. 

John Adams once said "that the spirit of 

public happiness is a Joy in American 01tizensb1p." 

I have a joy 1n being a cit·izen of ~his country 

at th~s great time 1n history when this oountr.J is 

required to do· sQ ~uoh, and when it has the privilege 

ot doing so mucbJ when it has the · opportunity to set 

net: standards of human beha..Y.:L~r; . \ihen it has the 

oppor~unity to lead. towar4s greater social Justice 

at home and greater Juat1ce and security abroad. 

This is what this period of human histor.¥ is about. 

I am ver/}! proUd to be a part of the .Nation 

today that knm1a _in the days ahead it must exercise 

restraint and self·d1sc1pl:lne; that it must_ also, 
. . 

have a sense or dad5.cat1on and commitment., not merely 

bf Government, but by the citizens of tb_1s land. 

I lmow people ·are looking tor ne1r1 anGwers. 

My dear friends • I would not be tsqrtby of your. 

trust and your confidence if I -came . to you and told 

you that I am a mimole politic~'·' ~~dicine man. be-

cause I am noto . ./ 

The problems that we a~e faced with are not 

subject to instant solut1on1 but they do call tor 
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total dedication of one's ability, capacity, and 

·the total dedicat·7 on of a t'lhole nation, an en·ti~e 

~~tion, these United States of America, these 

United people of -~e~ica 9 and if I am privileged to 

serve as yot~ President, and as ~our candidate f~rst, 

and then as your President., \·Ibat I uill seek to do 

:1.G not to make Amer:..oa of one mind, out of one 

spil~it dedicated to th~ benefit of all of the people 

in thio Nation tor a b tter life. 

(Applause.) 

I note that as of late that some folks have 

had a little political fun in speaking or my general 

temperament; ·that they say I am o l:tt·Gle too happyo 

You lonow ·hat ·they used to say -- I hope you 

ton ·jj mis:Lntelo;pret me .... but they used ·o say of 

Lincoln that he told too many !'1.1. ny ator~es. Well, 

I am no· Lincoln. I am just IIubel"l't Humphrey o 

I am a concerned A~r1can~ not just a concerned 

Damocr-at. 

I am concerned about this covntr.y of ours; 

about its young peopleo 

I am conce~aed about those that haVt been left· 

out~ pushed out many times~ the needye 

I·am concerned about the long-term vitality 

. . 
' . 



. . . of' ov.x economic and social aylltetll;, bttt I want to 

. . . 
lead:l !8 f::om· fair and despair ahd from· doubt, th~t 0 a 

atre Jgt11 oi' confidence and faith an idealism . nd 
. . confidence ...__ if yo•.• please ...... i'1.'om ·the power of 

op'tim·1.cm., .ai1d ttmt •s wh~t· ·x have, onq thDt ia t1':e tfay 

Thank you • 

.. he;·,e :i.s no country on he :i"ace or this eu ~h 

!'eso\.u~cea a1ld talen·;;, wlth ·iihe tachn logy anc:. 

scien;l:~i:i:i;:} l 10~1Q1lo~·r-> t-11 th sucll an arr · r-;ing., vibrant# 

Vita1 1 OOOial., poJ.J.t~·.cal.t econon}·~ C sys·~erd· as O~B. 

Oi' c m:ae, ;Ie are ai:;lted to do aluoat the 

o.oing \Jhat ot 19~" people said coultiu' ... ; be doneu 

It belongs ·to the be.l1eve:-;o. 

This a·tion tiOesn t belong to -;;hose \'Jho d:tapa1 .. r. 

/ 
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'I·his Nat:ton d snat belong to ·'·hose that have 

a ses.1se of' b:~.tte~·:te:"'B. Jt b longs to those who 

have a sense or b~:·~·llhevhood ~m.d a:t'fection and ·that 

:i.e the t a.y we ai:-e g ing to lead, and 1e are going 

! \'1 .11. lUi~· tl') you ~·hat :if the fot·l1d1ng fathers 

of ': 1:J. Oountey could speak of America as a .. and in 

t>1hion they tJ uJ.d have the blessS.ngs of 1· f'e and 

.1:"..ber-ty nd ·'-he P'll!'G. · t of happiness . if' they could 

say that as tbey rov.gh·t i.~o:. our f. ·ecciom, tf1at1:takes 

you ·iihj.nk ·«;hat we ca11 1 .. ; ~,ja lc i.n t!:le same te:t'lffia in 

·~;.hi( ye~lr of 1968 in the · &l'rns ot' a bc·~ter life .?or 

our.· p·aople; in tez;ma r 1::bet1 .;y ..... n t just for you 

~nd me -- b 2t l:l. e-.,ty ui'h i'l'eedom a wd ;;;lasoonaib·'lit 

1:oz- CVfJ'S9' .1\mei~ican c·· t:f.Zel'l. 

!hat mal<es ~,rou think that i·~ they can ·alk 

abou·t the p·~su1.t of happiness, even as ···hey \'rere 

l;i;i;e:::taJ.ly dy... • fo~. ·t;hc :ighta of th-I a count:'lY ·to 

'.i:'.ve~ ~1e can•t ta:u{ abo·ut the sp:t??it of' happiness 

~:md ···he pw:r t:,j,t of happiness :tn t;lle year- or 1968. 

(.Appla .se.) 

Don 8 t se 11 you:;;ae 1. ves short. 

Don't sell yom." State shorto 

Don • t oell ycnw PaP.ty t:1ho,:at. 



Don 1 t seJ.:t. JO"l~ P:~esid · ·1t sl.ot''l.i o 

. . 
peace, an<i c:o:::1tt ael1. short f..merica~~ r have no 

·J nte . t:t..on of: doing ao., 

oo . 

• 
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Thank you very much. Mrs. Lehman. 

lovely Bess ~~eraon~ my fellowaAmericans: 

First or aJ.l, may I say that this 1s the only 

meeting in w~1ch we hav~ had every Demoorat1c .. .. • . 

candidate fully represented. 

(Laughter) 

And I want to welcome all ot the sign-c~rriers 

today. I want to say to you that after that 

Demoorat1c Convention 1n Chicago, ·whoever gets that 

nbmination~ letijs all be back here carrying the right 

sign at the right time., ,._' . 

(Applause)_ 

Mrs~ Lehman, you have honored me today by 

your introduction. I need not tell the citizens of 

the Empire State~ the great State of New York~ and 

City of Ne\11 York, what a ~are honor and high privilege 

it is to have your words of support and commendation. 

You, 1n your own pel"son~ in your Ot'ln amazing record of 

service# in your own gr at life w1th a very great, 

distinguished former Governor and former Senator of 

this StateD you represent the highest ideals, the 

finest ideals of what our nation 1s all about and what 

this great promise of America 1s all abouto 
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I count it a rare privilege to have been in• 

cluded in that select circle .. of friends ot the late 

beloved Herbert· Lehman and now to be the friend of 

and have the support of this lovely and charming and 

d1st1ngu1shed lady, Edith Lehman, who has presented me . 

to you today. 

Thank you, Edith, so mucho 

(Applause) 

I l"tant to thank the citizens gathexled here 

tor their w1111ngness to support our effort in the 

Citizens for Humphrey here in New York State a~d New 

York City. 

I was asked a while ago by some of our good 

friends of television ana radio and press. They said, 

~Mro Vice•President, how does it seem to come 1nto 

the state of another aspirant tor the nomination on 

the Democratic ticket for President? How does it seem 

to come into the state of someone else who seeks to be 

the nominee?" 

And I said, "It seems just great. I have been 

here so many times, I almost ·thought about running 

for Senate myself." 

(Laughter and applause) 

And then I say in all candor that, after all, 
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this is just a return v1s1~. A distinguished 

Senator from this State was just out to my home town. 

He went on into Humphreyes Drug Store and he said 

hello to my. sister-in-law. He was going to buy a 

box of candy. And she got so flustered and so ex• 

cited, she gave it to him. 

(Laughter) 

And I wrote her a letter and said• "You d1dn 1 t 

have to do that o He could afford to pay." 

(laughter) 

But we come here in good sp~r1t and good 

friendship. I do not intend to spend my time in 

this important period or the pre-convent1~n a~t1vit1es 

running· down other people in order to build myself 

up.: 

(Applause) 

I happen to think the other men .are good men as 

well. 

(Applause) ; . 

Nor do I intend to sell o~r country short ·1n 

order to make myself a little taller. 

There is such a thing as too much ambition 

lihen 1t gets to be ambition at the expense of other 

people, at the expense ot your country, at the expense 



of you~ compatriots~ and above all at the expense of 

your sense of ideals and purpose. 

so I do not come here today to ask you to vote 

aga,1nst someone. I ask you today to help us; I ask 

you to help me 1n this effort to become the nominee 

of the Democratic PartYc· 

(Applause) 

I am not unaware of the d1ff1culties that face 

anyone that seeks this nomination and. indeed, the 

election, the general election this fall. 

5 

I do not.discount the ability of our oppositions 

nor do I discount the d1ff1cult1es that our nation 

faces. But I need not tell an audience of intelligent 

Americans that our country faces many problemso You . 

know them. You know the problems ot your own city. 

your own state and your own country. 

But I might add that the problems of· our 

country are not unique to ourselves. All around this 

world there are d1ff1cult1es, massive d1ff1cult1es. 

The question is not what are the problems; the 

question 1s. what are the solutions? 

The question 1s not, what are the d1ff1cult1esJ 

the question 1s, what are the opportunities? 

The question before us is what kind of 
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leadership are we going to have to surmount these 

difficulties and· these problems, and I will just put 

it to you simply. 

I do not believe that you can meet the d1ff1· 

culties of th1s last third of the 20th Century by 

concentrating your attention upon all of our faults 

and al~ ot our limitations. I don 8 t believe that you 

can win an election nor can you help a country when 

you speak from weakness~ the weakness ot despair. the 

weakness of doubt, and the weakness or fear. 

I happen t·o believe that the voice of the be• 

loved Franklin Delano Roosevelt still rings in this 

nation when he remindGd us years ago that "All we 

have to fear 1s fear itself'." 

(Applause) 

And. I call upon this country and the citizens 

of this <lountry to move away from this poison of 

fear. fe'r of each other, fear of' the world in 

which we .live, rear or the problems of our cities. 

:fear ot our neighbors, 

I nall upon the people of this country to · 

stand in the spirit of this nation, which is a 

nation thELt we describe as one nation under God, 

1ndivis1l:le~ and with l1berty and justice for all. 
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"'Not ··merely a slogan but a. nat1onal commit• .. 

mento Not 'merely a ·phrase to be learned by your . . . 

children but a philosophy by which adults should 

live. 

And as one who aspires to th1a higb oftice 

and senses -somewhat 1ts· burdens and respons1b1l1t1es, 
t • # • 

as one who served faithfully -the beloved J~n· F~ . 

Ke\1nedya a administration·, as one who served loyally 

and faithfully the Prea1dent of the United St~te.s · 

these last three and a·half years~ I call ~pan y~ 

·r 

to reme~bsr what we have been saying to the people ot 

this land. 

John Kennedy said~ ~'Let . us begin. 11 

Lyndon Johnson said, "Let us continue." 

And !{ubert Hvmphrey says, "Let us move forward." 

(Applause) 

And t\Te can. 

{Applause) 

And t'le .~lt'~'\l.ll mo"Te -torWa.rd not in doubt, not 

in despair., not in weakneesbnot 1n fear. But we 

shall move forward trom -the strength that comes from 

a faith in ourselves and hat .th1$ nation sta~da foro 

We shall move f'or-w-ard . f~om the strength that comes 

! 
from confidenae. confidence that: is borne out by our 
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history, the confidence to do what needs to be done 

when 1 t needs to be done. And l~Je &ball move forward 

from the strength that comes from the ideals that 

have moved th1s peopla for better than two hundred 

yearso 

The ideals~ it you please, that are not old· 

fash1onedo The ideals of lite, a better 11fe tor 

our p~ople. The ideals of liberty. not Just for some 

but for everybody. Freedom not just for a few_ but 

freedom for every man and woman in tb1s land. 

And we sha1l move forward from the st ngth 

of our forefathers tiho had the courage to say in the 

most difficult time of' our nation "Life, liberty 

and the pursuit of happ1nessc.o 11 

Ladies and gentlemen1 if 1t was good enough 

fol:' a Thomas Jet?erson in 1776~ I think it is good 

enough f'or a Hubert Humphrey or tor anybody else 1n 

l968o 

(Applause) 

5o I come here to you t ay proud of the 

opportunity ·o serve this 1and, proud of the ait1zen

sh1p the.t is m1ne and 1s yours, proud that tie can 

redress the grievances or ~118 nation in the democratic 

process: proud that we can loo1 ahead to a far better 
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day tban we have ev<~r had, to a future worthy ot 

us~ 

I do not come with pessimism about the future. 

I come trith the strength of opt1m1sm about our 

future~ baaed on th performance of our past and 

basco on the prom1se of tomorrou and the children 

of tomorro\-"le 

Now I aak you vo come on in and v1ait us in 

our cente .. 

Thank you very very much. 

(Applause) 

-ooo-
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