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It is the proudest thing of all to be an American standing 

on the 4th day of July beside Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 

A nation was born here conceived of belief. 

That belief was in freedom ... and in the conviction that 

government could be the ally, not the enemy, of individual 

liberty ... if only government derived its "just power from the 

consent of the governed." 

The Declaration of Independence was not only a manifesto 

of new political philosophy. It was a working paper. 

Woodrow Wilson said, speaking from this platform 54 years 

ago today: "Liberty does not consist in mere general declarations 

of the rights of man. It consists in the translation of those 

declarations into definite action ... if we would keep it alive, 

we must fill it with a bill of particulars for the year 1914." 

John Kennedy declared, speaking from this platform six 

years ago today, our readiness for a Declaration of Interdependence -

a declaration of our readiness to join in an Atlantic Partnership 

with the nations of Western Europe. 

Today we must go beyond even that. We must go beyond 

the immediate needs of our own time. We must look beyond even 

the bright vision, as John Kennedy saw it, of the 1960's. 

We must declare our interdependence not only with the 

nations of the Atlantic, but with the family of man. We 

must set our vision not only for today, but for the goals we 

may hope to achieve by 1976 -- the 200th anniversary of our 

freedom. 
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There can be no doubt that our commitment, as Americans, 

and as free men, must be to man's liberation. 

That liberation will only be achieved when all the nations 

on the earth allow their citizens the free exercise of their 

rights -- only existing as an idea 192 years ago. 

The right to peace so that man may live with hope 

free from the threat of those who would march to power. 

The right to justice -- so that man may stand before his 

peers and his society on a truly just and equal basis with his 

neighbor. 

The right to free expression -- so that man may speak 

and be heard, despite the decision and belief of any compact 

majority. 

The right to the search for knowledge -- so that no 

man may remain another's slave through the denial of skill 

or education. 

The right to public accountability -- so that man may 

remain the master of the state, rather than the state become 

the master of the man. 

The right to meaningful work -- so that man may have a 

decent wage and live with self-respect and dignity among his 

fellow citizens. 

The right to open opportunity -- so that man may lift 

himself to the limit of his ability, no matter what the color 

of his skin, the tenets of his religion -- or his so-called 

social class. 

The right to public compassion -- so that man may live with 

the knowledge that his health, his well-being, his old age 

and loneliness are the concern of his society. 

The right to movement and free association -- so that 

man may freely move and choose his associates without coercive 

restraint. 

The right to privacy -- so that man may be free of the 

heavy hand of the watchers and listeners. 
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The right to rest and recreation -- so that the necessity 
of labor not be permitted to cripple human development. 

These are rights we seek to make secure in our own 

nation. 

These are rights we seek to help establish for our brother~ 
in mankind. 

These rights will not be achieved at home, or in the 
world, without the exercise of consonant responsibility on 
a scale equal to that of those who declared our independence. 

For they are under continual challenge. And those who 
would hold them must pay the price of responsibility. 

The responsibility to participate -- lest critical 
decisions and initiatives be left to those wpo would bend them 
to their own use. 

The responsibility to speak out -- lest silence in the 
face of injustice be interpreted as its acceptance. 

The responsibility of public service -- lest service be 
to self rather than fellow man. 

The responsibility to support the rule of law -- lest · 
the law of the jungle become the law of human behavior. 

The responsibility to respect and defend the rights of 
one's fellow man-- lest loss of liberty by one become loss 
of liberty by all. 

The rights of each man must by necessity be limited by 
the rights of others, and by the just demands of the general 
welfare. Yet, within those limits, the possibilities of making 
men truly free are today but barely touched. 

* * * * 
What are the particulars, in our own country, of the 

purposes we enunciate? 

They include tangible and immediate goals in America: 

That people may be able to walk the streets or to advocate 
their cause without fear of violence, crime, or assassination; 
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That every American -- white, brown, black, red or yellow-

may receive from his society the same high standard of education, 

of training, and of opportunity from birth onward; 

That every citizen in this land of plenty shall have 

enough to eat, and the care of his health; 

That all who want to work may work; and that all who 

cannot work shall receive an income sufficient to provide 

self-respect; 

That our people may dwell in decent open housing and in 

neighborhoods filled not with strangers, but with neighbors. 

That the business of American government shall be conducted 

openly, and with the participation of a maximum number of 

citizens; 

What are the particulars in the wider world in which 

we live? 

That we shall make peace, above all other things, our 

national purpose; 

That we shall re-dedicate this nation to the work of 

economic and social development in the poor nations; 

That we shall persevere in negotiations for peace until 

a just and lasting settlement is achieved in Southeast Asia; 

That we and the Soviet Union shall move promply, with 

our full commitment, to reduction of offensive and defensive 

weapons systems; 

That we shall set our vision even beyond this: To a 

world-wide reduction of arms and military expenditures -- so 

that human and material resources may, in the future, be devoted 

to the betterment of all peoples; 

That we shall make our alliances not merely forces for 

defense, but instruments of active peaceful eng agement; 

That we shall support and strengthen the United Nations, 

and re~ional and international organizations ... and the peace-

keeping machinery within them; 
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That we shall, once and for all, accept and ratify the 

Human Ri~hts Conventions of the United Nation -- which still 

lie unratified before the Senate; 

For it is human rights, above all else, that should lie 

at the heart of our concern. 

* * * * 
The document signed here 192 years ago declared that the 

inalienable rights we sought -- of life, liberty and the pursuit 

of happiness -- were the rights of that "humanity which is 

above nations." 

Now, only eight years before our 200th birthday, I declare 

this nation's dedication to securing those rights not only 

for ourselves, but for that humanity which is above nations. 

Not by force. 

Not by conquest. 

Not by the use of power. 

But by the force of our ideas ... the conquest of the 

inadequacies and injustices within our own society ... and by 

the power of free men filled with confidence and hope for 

the future. 

I believe that we as a people have not lost our way. I 

believe our way has always been clear. 

It was declared here on July 4, 1776. 

Only the means have been contested. 

Our purposes then must remain: 

the protection and enrichment of meaninf,ful life; 

the assurance of liberty; 

the development of those conditions which permit man to 

pursue the goal of happiness. 

Our forefathers pledged their lives, fortune and sacred 

honor to these ideals and purposes. 

We, in our time, can do no less. 
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If we -- living strong and prosperous in this blessed 

land can call forth from within ourselves the faith and 

passion which we know is there, I believe that history can 

record that on July 4, 1976, the peaceful American revolution 

found fulfillment in its own country ... and stood once more 

as a beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world. 

# # # # # # 
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INDEPENDENCE HALL 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

JULY 4, 1968 

It is a proud thing to be an American. 

It is the proudest thing of all to be an American standing ./a.AJu.
~~/.t'fAI'/J-

on the 4th day of JuLY~ I ndepe~dence He!!} in Philadelphia. 

l. ; nation was born here :sin · I bll!l". 
-~ ...... ~~+U • I 
~belief ~reedom ••• and in the conviction that 

governme~t could-be the £111 not the en~'l of individual liberty 

~ •onl~~vernment derived its "just power from the consent of 

the governed. '' 
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Lrhe Declaration of Independence was not only a manifesto 

of new political philosophy. It was a working paoer. 

j Woodrow Wilson said, speaking from this platform 54 years 

ago today: llliberty does. not consist in mere general declarations 

of the rights of man. It consists in the translation of those 

declarations into definite action .•. if we would keep it alive, we 

must fill it with a bill of particulars for the year 1914." 

L John Kennedy declared, speaking from this platform six 

years ago today, our readiness for a Declaration of Interdependence --

a declaration of our readiness to join in an Atlantic Partnership with 

the nations of Western Europe. 

~ Today we must go beyond even that We must go beyond the 

immediate needs of our own time. We must look beyond even the 

bright vision, as John Kennedy saw it, of the 1960's. 
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L We must declare our irterdependence not only with the 

nations of the Atlantic, but with the family ~f ma~.~e must 

set our vision not only for today, but for the goals we may hope 

to achieve by 1976 --the 200th anniversary of our freedom .• 

/.. There can be no doubt that our commitment, as Americans, 

and as free men
1 

must be to man's liberation .• 

J That liberation will only be achieved when all the nations 
~ ~ --

on the earth allow their citizens the free exercise of their rights --

~existing as ani ea 192 ears a~.~~~:;;~. 
~· ·1.4 The right to peace-- so that man may live free 

from the threat of those who would march to power. - -
The right to justice --so that man may stand before his 

a 
peers and his society on truly just and equal basis with his 

neighbor. 
-= -
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T~e right to free expression --so that man may speak 

and be heard, despite the decision and belief of any compact -- - ... 
majority. 

[ The right to the search for knowledge -- so that no man 

may remain another•s slave through the denial of skill or 

education. 

Lrhe right to public accountability -- so that man may remain 

the master of the state, rather than the state become the master -
of the man. 

L The right to meaningful work-- so that man may have a 

decent wage and live with self-respect and dignity among his fellow 

citizens. 
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L The right to open opportunity-- so that man may lift 

himself to the limit of his ability, no matter what the color 

of his skin, the tenets of his religion --or his so-called social 

class. 

L.. The right to public compassion -- so that man may live 

with the knowledge that his health, his well-being, his old age 

and loneliness are the concern of his society• 

LThe right to movement and free association --so that man 

may freely move and choose his associates without coercive 

restraint 

L The right to privacy-- so that man may be free of the heavy 

hand of the watchers and listeners. 

~The right to re;,t and recreation --so that the necessity 
& 

of labor not be permitted to cripple human development. 
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L These are rights we seek to make secure in our own 

nation. 

L These are.l!2hts we seek to help establish for our brothers 

in mankind. 

~ These rights will not be achieved at home, or in the world, 

without the exercise of consonant responsibility on a scale equal 

to that of those who declared our independence. 

L For they are under continual challeng'lf And those who 

would hold them must pay the price of responsibility. 

L The responsibility to participate --lest critical de~ons 
and initiatives be left to those wbo would bend them to their own 

use. 

i The responsibility to speak out -- lest silence in the face 

of i nj usti ce be interpreted as its acceptance. 
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!.The r.esponsibility of public service --lest service be 

to self rather than fellow man. 

LThe responsibility to support the rule of law-- lest the 

law of the jungle become the law of human behavior. 

L The responsibility to respect and defend the rights of 

one's fellow man --lest loss of liberty by one become loss of 

liberty by all. 

L The rights of each man must by necessity be limited by 
• 

the rights of others, and by the just demands of the general ------') 
welfare. Yet, within those limits, the possibilities of making 

men truly free are today but barely touchEW. 

0 * * 

L What are the particulars, in our own country, of the 

purposes we enunciate? 
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LThey include tangible and immediate goals in America=: 

That people may be able to walk the streets or to advocate 

their cause without fear of violence, crime, or assassination; ..... 
That every American --white, brown, black, red or yellow --, 

may receive from his society the same high standard of education, 

of training, and of opportunity from birth onward; 

L That every citizen in this land of plenty shall have enough 

to eat, and the care of his health; 

L That all who want to work may work; and that all who cannot 

work shall receive an income sufficient to provide self-respect; 

L That our people may dwell in decent open housing an din 

neighborhoods filled not with strangers, but with neighbors. 

L That the business of American government shall be 

conducted openly, and with the participation of a maximum number 

of citizens; 
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~What are the particulars in the wider world in which 

we live? 

L.. That we shall make peac~, above all other things, our 
f" 

national purpc;sE]J 

Z That we shall re-dedicate this nation to the work of 

economic and social development in the poor nations; 

-z;at we shall persevere in negotiations for peace until 

a just and lasting settlement is achieved in Southeast Asia; 

That we and the ~oviet Union shall move promptly, with 

our full commitment, to reduction of offensive and defensive 

weapons systems; 

i.. For I believe that the nuclear non-proliferation treaty -

initiated last week --and the pending discussions on offensive 

and defensive weapons are our best chance for peace ard reduction 

of international tensions si nee the advent of the cold war .. 
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L That we shall set our vision even beyond this: To a 

world-wide reduction of arms and military expenditures --

so that human and material resources may, in the future, be 

devoted to the betterment of all peoples; 

L For we now see before us the prospect of a possible / 

' end to the arms race. 
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That we shall make our alliances not merely forces for 

defense, but instruments of active peaceful engagement; 

L That we shall support and strengthen the United Nations, 

and regional and international organizations ..• and the peace-

keeping machinery within them; 

J..... That we shall, once and for all, a~cept and ratify the 

Human Rights Conventions of the United Nation --which still 

lie unratified before the Senate; 

"For it is human rights, above all else, that should lie 

at the heart of our concern. - ...... 
~ The document signed here 192 years ago declared that the 

(,(nalienalJie rights we sought-- of life, liberty and the pursuit --If . 
of happiness-- were the rights of that.,humanity which is 

above nations." 
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Now, only eight years before our 200th birthday, I -
declare this nation•s dedication to securing those rights 
':6.: -

" 1\ not only for ourselves, but for that humanity which is -- -
above nations. 

Not by force. 

Not by conquest. 

by the power of free men filled with confidence and hope for 

the future. 

/1 believe that we as a people have not lost our way. 

believe our way has always been clear. 

( It was declared here on July 4, 1776. 

Only the means have been contested • .... 
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Our purposes then must remain: 

/...the protection and enrichment of meaningful life; 

~ the assurance of liberty; 

"the development of those conditions which permit man 

to pursue the goal of happiness. 

~ Our forefathers pledged their lives, fortune and sacred 

honor to these ideals and purposes. -~ We, in our time, can do no less. 

L~f we --living strong and prosperous in this blessed 

land --can call forth from within ourselves the faith and 

passion which we know is there
1 

I believe that history can 

record that on July 4, 1976, the peaceful American revolution 

found fulfillment in its own country .•. and stood once more 

as a beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world., 

( # # # -
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MAYOR TATE: Ca."l I have your attention, please. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I will ask you to bear 

with me. I know you have been waiting for some time to vis

it with the Vice-President, but he does have a very hea\~ 

schedule. He does not eat much lunch, thank the Lord, but 

rather than addressing you, I address His Excellency, Bishop 

Graham, Reverend Blake, who gave the invocation before this 

meal, and our good friend, our Congressman and City Chairman, 

Congressman Green, and his colleague, Congressman Eilberg, 

Congressman Nix, Congressman Byrne, Congressman Barrett, my 

good friend, the President of City Council, and the members 

of the City Ccuncil, the members of the boards and commissions 

who are here with their wives today, members of the judiciary, 

in fact, representation from both sides of the aisle: 

This is indeed a great 4th of July celebration 

in Philadelphia. 

As I said this morning, on a great holiday like 

this we like to visit with each other as families in this in

timate gathering as people, as families, and at the same time 

rejoice because of what has been brought to us, because in a 

very friendly and neighborly way our Vice-President, who is my 

very good friend and the friend of all the big-city mayors, 

like the friend of all American people, is here to visit with 

us. 
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Before I ask him to respond to any remarks 

t~at I might make, I would like to ask you to rise and toast 

~he President of the United States. 

(Toast.) 

MAYOR TATE: If you will remain standing, I 

would like to propose a toast to the Vice-Pesd1dent of the 

United States. The Vice-President. 

(Toast.) 

MAYOR TATE: Before I take my seat, I now would 

like to present to the Vice-President, my good friend, the 

traditional Philadelphia gift, the Colonial bowl. 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Beautiful. 

MAYOR TATE: With my pleasure and ver7 happy mem

ories of this day. 

{Applause.) 

MAYOR TATE: Ladies and gentlemen, my good 

friend, the Vice-President, Hubert H. Humphrey. 

{Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Just a minute. While 

you are standing, since this is the time for the formal.i ties 

and for the respects that we like to pay to our distinguished 

people, let me ask you to join in a toast to the Mayor of the 

great City of Philadelphia and to Philadelphia itself. To the 

Mayor and his city. 
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(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr. Mayor, Mr. Mayor 

and Mrs. Tate, my good friends, Jim and Ann, reverend clergy, 

and all the members of the Congress, the congressional dele

gation that are here with us today, have already been identi

fied as has your City Chairman, distinguished young Congress

man, able and talented, Bill Green. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And other members of 

your delegation each in their own way giving so much to their 

state and our country and this city. 

Josh Eilberg. 

Bill Barrett. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Jim Burns. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And to Bob Nix and 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And the fine Con

gressman that has came to us, well, not from the Philadelphia 

environs, but the western part of the state, Joe Vigorito. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I did not have the 

chance today to express publicly my good wishes and my thanks 
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to Mr. Goldman who chaired the ceremonies over at Independence 

Hall o I know we are all indebted to himo 

(Applause o ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And to the President 

of the City Council, Paul D'Ortona. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And all of the members 

of this fine municipal county, municipal-county government, 

representatives of state government and federalo 

I told Mayor Tate that I felt that I had already 

given the speech of the day as far as I was concerned and that 

whatever I might say now I would like to have thought of and 

interpreted as just some neighborly remarks from one who always 

is greeted so generously and warmly and kindly when I came to 

this great city. 

Philadelphia has a very special place in my 

heart and it has had for years. It is no secret. It is well 

known that I consider Mayor Tate as one of my close personal 

friends and one of the finest municipal leaders in the United 

States. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And not only do I con

sider him so, but his fellow municipal leaders and mayors have 

also considered him so when they elected him as their President 
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et the League of Cities and as one of their leadfng officers 

in the Conference of Mayors. 

Now, Mayor, let me just reflect a moment on 

this occasion. I realize that most of those that are gath

ered here today are partisan friends of ours, and that makes 

me very happy, to be sure. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: But I also realize 

that there are others who are not of our party, and there are 

those here who may very well just classif~· themselves as in

dependents. I look upon you just as our citizens, as citizens 

of this great country. 

When our Miss Liberty Belle, Miss Lida Welyczko, 

was speaking there today, and I had been told and heard ex

periences of how she has come to our country and how she has 

made a wonderful life here ~ this country for herself, but 

more importantly the great contribution that she has made to 

our young people and to the citizenship of this country, I just 

want to salute her again publicly for all that she has done for 

our country. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Dear friends, it is 

commonplace to say, but we do take for granted much that we 

have. That is, those of us that have much seem to take it for 
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granted. 

The promise of this country was not just in

tended for the few. The promise of this country was intended 

for everyone, for the many. 

This business caJ.led democracy is not somethine 

that is signed, sealed and delivered ready-packaged, pre

fabricated. This thing called democracy is a work of gener

ations. It is the fulfillment of the finest qualities of 

social organization of human kind. 

Winston Churchill once said, "Democracy is the 

worst possible form of government except all others that have 

ever been tried," and how right. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Sometimes we seem to 

forget just what our system, governmental and social and eco

nomic, means to us. And I don 8 t mean to get out here and just 

beat the tom-tams even though, let me say, I am proud to just 

plain call myself patriotic. I love to be patriotic about 

this country. I don 8t think it makes you any less intellec

tual. I don't think it makes you any less of a person of 

independent judgment. 

Anyone who has studied the history of this coun

try and what it stands for can not help but have a love of 

country, a deep love of country which is indeed the fulfill-



ment and the meaning of patriotism. 

(Applause.) 
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I do not believe that 

it in any way detracts from our desire to see change and prog

ress if we salute those accomplishments which others have made 

possible by their endeavors. As a matter of fact, it would be 

downright ugly and selfish not to reflect on what others have 

done because while each generation must add its own measure to 

freedom, to the cup of freedom, it would be wrong for each 

generation not to remember that that cup that runneth over be

came that way because others before us tried it and did their 

job. 

This thing called democracy is just like a grow

ing tree. It requires the rich nourishment of the love of peo

ple for institutions that we call our free institutions, and 

each year it grows ~~d it is a little different. Each year 

it sinks its roots hopefully deeper into the nourishing soil 

of good citizenship, and if it doesn't, then the tree shall 

perish. 

I did mention what Mr. Churchill said about 

democracy for a reason. There are those that are very crit

ical of same of the ways that we do things, and there is no 

doubt that when you put people to the task, just ordinary peo

ple like we are, it does not always come out, the product 
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doesn't always come out shined ~~d refined and with perfec

tion. But I believe it is fair to say that there is nc one 

who ha£7 more wisdom in the long run than the accumulated-' 

aggregate wisdom of the entire people, and we have relied 

upon the wisdom of the people and now we dip deeper into wt.at 

we call the fabric of our society. 

We are trying to see that more and more people 

come into the decision-making process ot this country. 

We are trying to see that those who have been 

the left-outs and there have been plenty -- are brought in, 

not only brought in on jobs and schools, but brought into the 

participation that is so necessary for a vital democracy. 

Many people have called this different names. 

SOme have called it a new democracy, a participatory democracy. 

I just remind you a democracy is at best a be

·~inning toward a great fulfillment, and each year, each year, 

each decade, each generation we make some contribution to that 

fulfill.men t. 

We have come a long ways o When I think of my 

own lim! ted experience, when I think that I stood in this city 

just twenty years ago this month and asked my party to walk 

out of the shadows of states rights into the bright sunshine 

of human rights, and when I think that that precipitated a 

crisis in my party, and yet today we stand now with a tre-
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mendous body of public law, federal, state ~~d loc~l, known as 

civil rights law, I say what wonders have happened 6nd taken 

place. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: When I think, 1~r 

example, of what we are trying to do and slowly but surel:• 

getting done to upgrade the quality of education in this c~.·un

try so that those who were the victims of separate but uneq tal 

shall have a chance to be with all of their fellow Americ.mr:-' 

with an equaJ. chance and with t he best of education. When I 

think that we are moving in that direction I am encouraged. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We are going to make 

some great decisions very shortly, ladies and gentlemen. We 

are going to have to decide whether this country is to be moved 

forward or to be moved any way by the politics of fear and 

despair which some people preach, and they often preach it 

without regard to party or whether we are going to take our 

stand and move forward with the politics of hope and inspira

tion. 

I happen to believe that the Declaration of 

Independence which we honor today in this ceremony and did 

earlier today was not the politics of fear and doubt, dis

illusionment and despair, but rather it was the politics of 
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a group of men who had a great dream, who had great hopeu, 

and above all had a sense of inspiration to get people to do 

what is best. 

A famed clergyman once said, " ••• that in the 

worst of times you are called upon to do the best of things." 

Of course, the times are difficult. They have 

always been thus. In my lifetime the bank failures that took 

away everything, the Depression that destroyed jobs and in

dustries, a war, World War II, that literally drenched the 

world in blood, the unbelievable apprehension in the post-war 

period of the movement of Communism like a tidal wave across 

Europe, the war in Korea that sapped our strength once again, 

and then these tense moments that we have lived through in 

Berlin and in Cuba when the very fate of our nation and the 

very safety of our nation was challenged, and now up to Viet-

nam. 

Ladies and gentlemen, when I hear people say 

today that it is awful, that America is sick, and that it is 

gone, that it has had its best days, I must say that those 

people that say that are people of little faith and a very 

poor sense of history. Think of what your country has gone 

through from the Civil War, the most terrible war any.· people 

ever fought. Brother against brother, family against family, 

incredible casualties and fatalities. From that dark day when 
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we were trying to decide whether this nation or any nation so 

conceived and so dedicated could long endure up to this very 

moment. If I act like an optimist and I am -- it is be-

cause history, the history of this country is on my side and 

your side. We have been able to do the impossible and we have 

been able to do it time and time again. 

There have always been the prophets of doom. 

There have always been those that told us we couldn't make it. 

There have always been those that were able to gather the head

lines with condemning what this country stood for. 

I think it is about time we rallied around some 

who really understand what this country stands for a.."ld have 

faith in the future. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I do thank you very 

much. I know that you believe this way and I won't say our 

work is done. I say it has only begun. 

America is a young country, even though soon we 

will celebrate its two-hundredth anniversary as a free people. 

It is young in spirit. It is young in ideals. lt ia young 1n 

its hopes. It is young in its confidence. Those are the at

tributes of youth. 

I have seen some people very young in age who 

have already lived their best lives. They are ready, really, 



f~r Geritol a~d Social Securityo 

(Laughter. ) 
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Age is not a time of 

lifeo It is an attitude of mind a~d spirit, and that applies 

to individuals as well as co~~tries. 

So, when I am asked -- and I leave you with 

this thought -- when I am asked what is it that we are tryitg 

to do which is yet undone, and even though it is undone it 

does not mean that we canvt do it. It simply means t.hat like 

raising a family it takes time, like growing into adulthood. 

You canut hurry ito The processes of life are there. 

What is it we are trying to do? Well, we are 

not trying to build two societies separate a~d unequal. We 

are trying to do what you and I know that we are doing even 

though it is difficult, even though it is costly, even though 

at times it almost seems like a distant goal beyond our reacho 

Nevertheless, it is what we are doingo We are building, build· 

ing, my friends, not destroying. Building one nation, one 

country. 

Understa'lding fully that this country has its 

roots deep in the spiritual premise of human dignity, of the 

brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of God, one nation under 

God, indivisibleo Not black or white, north or south, but one 

nation under God, indivisible, with liberty, as I said today, 
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and justice for all, because if it isn't for all it is for no 

one. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: So, my fellow Amel'i-

cans, my fellow Americans, do not sell your country short. '1o 

not sell yourselves short. Be proud of your citizenship, prol,,d 

enough to want to respond to its every duty and its every call, 

and let's make up our minds to tell this nation and its doubt-

ers and its critics, to tell this world with its doubters and 

its critics of us, let's make it clear that our finest hour is 

yet to come and we are unafraid. We are a people that are 

brave and courageous, compass 1onate and good. and we will do 

what needs to be done for ourselves and mankind. 

{Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And thank you very 

much, too. 

Reported by 

Paul T. Buttery, Jr. 
and 

James T. Buttery 



Remarks 

of 

RON. HtlBERT H. Hti'MPHREY 

Vice-Predident ot the United States of America 

at the 

192nd National Observance of Independence Day 

Thursday, July 4, 1968· 

Independence Square 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 



1 

MAYOR TATE: Chairman Goldman, Your Excel

lency Bishop Graham, Rabbi Charry, the members of the Con

gress representing Philadelphia, and their guests, Pennsyl

vania Senior Senator Joseph s. Clark, my good friend Council 

President naortona, and membeTs of the City Council, and mem

bers of the judiciary, and members of the Senate and the 

House in Pennsylvania, Philadelphians, Pennsylvanians, and 

fellow Americans: 

I am pleased as the Mayor of this city to wel

come you once again to these most outstanding ceremonies at 

our own Independence Hall, the Statehouse in Philadelphia. 

You know the 4th of July in America is a family 

day, a day when friends visit each other to discuss the ques

tions of the hour. This has been the tradition ever since 

the founding of this country, and so today in Philadelphia in 

the shadow of Independence Hall where freedom was first de

clared we visit with one of America's outstanding statesmen 

and (inaudible). He comes at a time of' (inaudible} to express 

perhaps confusion. 

He comes at a time to the shrine of' the nationes 

liberty, a..l'ld we as Americans welcome him to the bosoms of our 

heart. 

You know it has become commonplace nowadays to 

describe the current period in our nationgs history with such 
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words as "turbulent," 11urgent," "challenging," and many other 

rhetoric terms. Such words are surely appropriate to describe 

the period of tension and uncertainty through which we are now 

passing. 

Yet, it we look through our history we find that 

these identical words were used to describe another creative 

great change 1n our nationvs history, the period ot the Ameri

can Revolution. 

Yes, when the patriotic and courageous repre

sentatives of the thirteen original colonies met here in the 

Statehouse in 1776, they did so amidst much contusion. Most 

ot the colonists were discontented, not too tar from the State

house and battling for one reason or another, but no one seemed 

to convert that contusion into a clear course of action. 

The situation at that time called tor a commit

ment and total commitment. It was no simple commitment and 

no easy decision. 

The men who drafted our Declaration ot Inde

pendence knew full well the gravity of their actions, but they 

still made their choice. A decision for commitment and reso

lution. 

In todayvs world can we do any less? In facing 

up to the turbulence of our own times, can we hope to resolve 

our vital problems without a total commitment? 



3 

Yes, our principal speaker today is a man who, 

like those who drafted and adopted the Declaration of Inde

pendence at this very spot, reflects total commitment tor he 

has committed himself so many years ago and even today and to

morrow, the commitment to the cause of human dignity and to 

peace. 

Yes, Hubert Horatio Humphrey is a life-long 

liberal, one who was speaking out for social justice, tor full 

economic and educational opportunities a quarter century ago. 

His spirit -- it is really the spirit of our nation 8s founding 

fathers -- liberal yet conservative, proud yet humble, and 

courageous with responsibilities. He is a statesman and a 

great patriot for these times. 

My fellow Americ~~s, it is my pleasure as the 

Mayor of this city and with a deep sense ot pride to present 

the Vice-President of these United States. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mayor Tate, Bishop 

Graham, and Rabbi Charry, Senator Clark, Congressman Green, 

and other members of Congress, the lovely lady, Miss Lida 

Welyczko, Miss Liberty Belle, may I first of all, my dear 

young lady, apologize to you for the ~~timely interruption 

of your remarks. I know that this audience was particularly 

pleased to have you here because of what you mean to our coun-



try and what thi a country means to you. 

{Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr. Mayor, it is a 

very proud thing to be an American, and it is the proudest 

thing of all for me to be an American standing here on this 

4th day of July beside Independence Hall in Philadelphia. 

A nation, yes, a great nation was born here, 
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a nation conceived in the belief that its freedom and in the 

conviction that government would be the ally and not the ene

my of individual liberty, but only if that government de

rived its just power from the consent of the governed. 

The Decla~ation of Independence was not only 

a manifesto of new political philosophy in its time. It was 

above all, my fellow Americans, a working paper, a bill of 

particulars. 

Woodrow Wilson said, speaking from this plat

form fifty-four years ago toda)", "Liberty does not consist in 

mere general declarations of the rights of man. It consists 

in the translation of those declarations into definite action, 

and if we would keep it alive we must fill it with a bill of 

particulars for the year 1914. n 

John Kennedy declared, speaking from this plat

form six years ago today in a memorable historic address, our 

readiness as a free nation and free people for a declaration 



5 

not merely of independence but a declaration of interdepend

ence, a declaration of our readiness to join in an AtlL~tic 

partnership with the nations of western Europe, a dream that 

is yet ours and a dream to be fulfilled. 

But today we must even go beyond that. We must 

go beyond the immediate needs of our time. We must look be

yond even the bright vision as John Kennedy saw it of the 

196ovs. 

We must declare here as Wilson and President 

Kennedy did before, our interdependence not only with the na

tions of the Atlantic, but indeed with the family of man be

cause it was to the family of man that the Declaration of 

Independence addressed itself. We must set our vision not 

only for today but for the goals we may hope to achieve by 

1976, the 200th anniversary of our freedom. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: There can be no doubt 

that our commitment as Americans and as free men must be now 

what it was in the beginning to manes liberation. 

That liberation, however, will only be achieved 

when all the nations on this earth allow their citizens the 

free exercise of their rights as they have been so brilliant

ly and so succinctly stated for us, those unalienable rights 

of life and of liberty and the pursuit of happiness; rights 



that 192 years ago were but an idea; rights that today must 

be translated in terms of reference of our time. 

There is first of all the right to peace so 

that man may live free from the threat of those who would 

march to power. 
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There is the right to justice so that man may 

stand before his peers and his society on a truly just and 

equal basis with his neighbor. 

There is the right, as we see today, to free 

expression so that man may speak and be heard despite the de

cision and the belief of any compact majority. 

The right to search relentlessly for knowledge 

so that no man may remain another 11 s slave through the denial 

of skill or education. 

That author of that declaration, Thomas 

Jefferson, once said, "Man can not be both ignorant and free." 

How important, therefore, that the basic right 

to the search for knowledge be maintained as the very center 

of freedomo 

There is then, too, the right to public account

ability so that man may remain the master of the state rather 

than the state to become the master of the man. 

There is the right of meaningful work so that 

man may have a decent wage a.'ld he may 11 ve with self-respect 



7 

and dignity among his fellow men. 

There is the right to open opportunity so that 

man may lift himself to the limit of his ability no matter 

what the color of his skin, the tenets of his religion1 or 

his so-called class. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And,. my fellow Ameri

cans, there is the right to public compassion so that man may 

live with the knowledge that his health, his wellbeing, his 

old age and loneliness are the concern of his society. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The right to movement 

and tree association so that man may freely move and choose 

his associates without coercive restraint. 

The right to privacy so that man may be free of 

the heavy hand of the watchers, the snoopers and the listen-

ers. 

The right to rest and recreation so that the 

necessity of labor not be permitted to cripple human develop

ment. 

These are rights, these are the rights of the 

20th century that we make and seek to make secure in our na

tion. 

These are rights that we seek to establish not 
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only for ourselves but for our brothers in mankind. 

But these rights will not be achieved at home 

nor even in the world without the exercise of consonant re

sponsibility on a scale equal to that of those who declared 

our independence for these rights are under continual chal

lenge, and those who would hold them must pay the price of 

responsibility. 

(Applause.} 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And what are those 

responsibilities? The responsibility to participate lest 

critical decisions and initiatives be left to those who would 

bend them to their own use. 

The responsibility to speak out lest silence 

in the face of injustice be interpreted as its acceptance. 

The responsibility of public service lest ser

vice be for self rather than for fellow man. 

The responsibility to support the rule of law 

lest the law of the jungle become the law of human behavior. 

{Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And the responsibility 

to respect and defend the rights of one 0 s fellow man lest the 

loss of liberty by any one became the loss of liberty by all. 

The rights of each man must by necessity, of 

course, be limited by the rights of others, and by the just 
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demands of the general welfare. Yet, within these limits, 

the possibilities of making men truly tree are today but bare

ly touched. 

Then~ my fellow Americans, what are the par

ticulars of the purposes that we enunciate now? 

Well, they include tangible and immediate goals 

in America, the goals that the people ot this city, the people 

ot any city, may be able to walk the streets or to advocate 

their cause without tear ot violence, crime, or assassination. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That tangible and 

immediate goal that every American, white, brown, black, red 

or yellow, may receive from his society the same high standard 

ot education, of traini-~, and of opportunity from birth on

ward. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That every citizen in 

this land of plenty shall have enough to eat and the care of 

his health. 

( Applatl13e. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That all who may want 

to work a..l'ld that all who can not work shall have income suf

ficient to provide for human dignity and self-respect. 

(Applause.) 



VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that immediate 

and tangible goal that our people may dwell in decent open 

housing and in neighborhoods filled not with strangers, but 

filled with the friendlr spirit of good neighbors. 

(Applause.) 
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that important 

goal that the business of American government shall be con

ducted openly, and with the participation of a maximum number 

of our citizens from every walk of life and every ethnic and 

economic group. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And then what are the 

particulars in the wider world in which we live, because man 

today does not live by himself. 

The first is that we shall seek and that we 

shall make peace above all other things our national purpose. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that we shall re

dedicate this nation to the work of economic and social de

velopment in the poorer nations, and that we shall persevere 

relentlessly in the negotiations for a genuine peace until a 

just and lasting settlement is achieved in that troubled and 

war-torn southeast Asia. 

(Applause. ) 
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that we and the 

Soviet Union shall move promptly with our full and total com

mitment to the reduction of offensive and defensive weapon 

systems for I believe that a nuclear nonproliferation treaty 

signed this last week, and the pending discussions on offen

sive and defensive weapons are the best chance for peace and 

the reduction of international tensions since the advent of 

the Cold War and the end of World War II. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: But we shall set our 

vision, we shall set our vision even beyond this to a world

wide reduction of ar.ms and military expenditures so that hu

man and material resou~ces may in the future be devoted to the 

betterment of all peoples for we now see before us for the 

first time in a long time the prospect of a possible end to 

the costly, deadly and dangerous ar.ms race. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And other particulars 

in our modern manifesto to have freedom and interdependence 

that we shall make our alliances not merely forces for de

fense, but instruments of active peaceful engagement, and that 

we shall support and strengthen the united Nations and regional 

and international organizations and the peacekeeping machinery 

within them. 
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That we shall, once and for all, accept and 

ratify the Human Rights Conventions of the United Nations 

which still stand unratified before the United States Senate. 

(Applause. ) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: For, my friends, it 

is human rights, people's rights above all else that should 

lie at the heart of our concern. 

It was human rights, God-given rights, that 

were at the heart of the concern of those who put their sig

natures to our Declaration of Independence. 

The documents signed here 192 years ago de

clared that the inalienable rights that we sought of lite, 

of liberty and the pursuit of happiness were in the words ot 

the immortal document the rights of that humanity which is 

above nations. 

Now, only eight years before the 200th birth

day of this nation I declare this nation~ s dedication to 

securing those rights not only tor ourselves, but as the 

declaration said tor that humanity, that humanity, that hu

man! ty of God Almighty which is above nations and above in

stitutions of government. 

(Applause.) 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: How shall we do it? 

Not by torceo 
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Not by conquest. 

But above all by the power of our ideas and the 

power of free men filled With confidence and hope for the fu

ture which this nation represents in its every being. 

I believe that we as a people have not lost our 

way as so many would have you believe. I believe that our way 

has always been clear. 

It was declared here on July 4th~ 1776. 

Only the mea~ have been contested~ and our pur

poses then must remain the protection and the enrichment of 

meaningful life which is what life means~ the assurance of 

liberty and the development of those conditions which permit 

man to pursue the high goal of happiness. 

our forefathers pledged their lives~ their for

tunes~ and above all their sacred honor to these ideaJ.s and 

purposes. 

We in our time as we approach the 200th anni

versary of this great document in our independence can do no 

less. If' we do we are unworthy of our heritage. 

(Applause. } 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: If then we living 

strong and prosperous in this blessed land, and blessed it is, 

can call forth from within ourselves the faith and the passion 

which we know is there, I believe that history can record that 
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on July 4, 1976~ the peaceful American revolution found ful-

fillment in its own land, in its own country, and stood once 

more as a beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world. 

I ask you to join -me in those words of Woodrow 

Wilson whom I quoted in the beginning of my message, words 

that tell us what is the goal and what is the objective of 

this republic. 

Wilson, the scholar and the President, said 

this, "My dream is that America will come into the full light 

of the day when all shall know that she puts human rights 

above all other rights, and that her flag is the flag not on

ly of America but of humanity." 

What a high purpose, and one, may I say, of 

which we can be worthy it we but reach for it, strive tor it, 

work for it and commit our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 

honor to its achievement. 

Thank you very much. 

(Applause. ) 

Reported by 

Paul T. Buttery, Jr. 
and 

James T. Buttery 
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Thank you very m~ch. Just a minute while you're standing~ $ince 
the 

this is the time for/formalities and for the respects that we like 
to 

to pay/our distinguished people. Let me ask you to join in a toast 
Philadelphia 

to the Mayor of the great city of Philadelphia and to ~XH~kxgxk¥X 

itself. To the mayor and his city. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. --
Mr. ~ayor, and Mrs. Tate, my good frien~; Jim and Ann, the Rev, 

Clergy, and all the members of the congress, the congressional delegation 

that are here with us today; already been identified as your city 

chairman. Distinguished young congressman, able and talented, Bill 

Green. And other. members of your delegation, each in their own way, 
and 

giving so much to their state,/to our country and to this city, to 
-~ --, 

Bill Barrett and to Jim Burns, to Jimmy, and to Bob Nix and to Josh _ _J 

~ Eilburg, and a fine congressman who has come to us from the western 

part of the state, Joe Vigorito. I did not have the chance today to 
chaired 

express publicly my good wishes and my thanks to Mr. Goldman who x~XHM 

the ceremonies at Independence Hall. I know we're all indebted to him. 

And to the President of the City Council, Paul Datona, and all the 
& 

members of this fine, municipal/county government; representatives 
felt 

of state government and federal. I told Mayor Tate that I xk~M~Nk I 
had 
already given the speech of the day as far as I was concerned and that 

whatever I might say now I would like to have interpreted as some 
always 

neighborly remarks from one who/has been greeted so generously and warmly 

and kindly when I come to this great city. Philadelphia has a very 
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special place in my heart and it has had for years. It is no 

secret; it is well-known that I consider Mayor Tate as one of 

my close personal friends and one of the finest municipal leaders 

in the United States. And not only do I consider him so but his 
have 

fellow municipal leaders and mayors/also condidered him so when 
as their 

they elected him/President of The League of Cities and one of 

the leading officers in the conference of mayors. Now, ~ayor let 
=:::- ~ 

me reflect for a moment on this occasion. I realize that most of 

those who are gathered here today are partisan friends of ours and 

thaJ\akes me very happy to be sure. But I also realize that there 

are others who are not of our party and there are those here who may 
just 

very well classify themselves as independents. I look upon you/as our 

citizens of this great country and when our liberty belle, Miss Q was 
~· 

speaking xax there today, and I've been to~of her experiences, of how 

she has come to our country, and how she has made a wonderful place in 

this country for herself, but more importantly the great contribution 
~our 

that she has made to xka young people and the citizenship of this country, 

I just want to salute her again publicly for all that she stands for and 

all she HRR means. 
but ..------.,. 

My dear friends, its common place to say cKH~ we do take a::xx~x for 

granted much that we have. 
• r That 1s, those ofus who have much seem to 

I 
take it for ~xa::Ha~x granted. The promise of this country was not just 

intended for the few. The promise of this country was intended for 

everyone, for the many. This business called democracy is not something 

that is signed, sealed and delivered, ready-packaged, pr e-fabricated. 
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This thing called democracy is the work 
qualities 

the fulfillment of the finest ~N~XXK¥ of 

of generations. It is 

social organizations of 

huarnn kind. Winston Churchill once said 'Democracy is the worst 

possible form of government, except all others that have ever been 

tried.' And how right. Sometimes we seem to forget just what our 

system, governmental, social and economic means to us. And I don't 

mean to get out here and just beat the torn toms. Even though let me 

say I'm proud of just plain calling myself a patriot. I love to be 

patriotic about this country. I don't think it makes you any less 

intellectual. I don't think it makes you any less of a person of 

independent judgment. Anyone who has studied the history of this 

country and what it stands for cannot help but have a love of country 

a deep love of country which is indeed the fulfillment and the meaning 

of patriotism. And I do not believe in any way that it detracts from 

our desire to see change and progress if we salute those accomplish rnents 

which others have made possible by their endeavors. As a matter of fact, 

it would be downright ugly and selfish, not to respect what others have 

done because while each generation must add its own measure to freedom, 

to the cup of freedom, it would be wrong for each generation not to 

remember that that cup that runneth over carne that way because others 

before us tried and did their job. This thing called democracy is like 

a growing tree. It requires the rich nourishment of the love of people 

for institutions that we call our free institutions. And each year it 
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grows and its a little different; each year it sinks its roots 

hopefully deeper into the nourishing soil of good citizenship 

And if it doesn't, then the tree shall perish.And I did mention 

what Mr. Churchill said about democracy for a reason. There are 

those who are very criticalof some of the ways we do things and 

there is no doubt that when you put people to the task, just or-

dinary people like we are, that the product x does not always come 

ou~ shined and refined and with perfection But I believe it is 

fair to say that there is no one that has more wisdom in the ~N~ long 

run than the accumulated aggregate wisdom of the entire people. 

We have relied upon the wisdom of the people. And now we dig deeper 
We're trying 

into what we ~ call the fabric of our society. W~ XX¥ to see that 

more and more people come into the decision-making process of this 

country. We're trying to see that those who have been the "left-outs" 

and there have been plenty, are brought in. Not only brought in on 

jobs and schools but brought to the participation that is so necessary 

for a vital democracy. Many people have called this different names. 

Some have called it a new democracy, a participatory democracy I 

just remind you that democracy is at best a beginning towards a great 

fulfillment and each year, each decade, each gene ration we make some 
a 

contribution to that fulfillment. We've come ~long ways. When I think 

of my own limited experience; when I think ~ that I stood in this city 

just twe nty years ago, this month and asked my party to walk out of 

the shadows of states rights int o the bright sunshine of human rights. 
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And when · I think that that precipitated a crisis in my party -

and yet ¥R. today we stand now with a ~ tremendous body of public 

law; federal, state and local known as civil rights law I say 

what wonders have happened and taken place. When I think for 
slowly but 

example of what we are trying to do, and/surely get~ng done 

to upgrade the quality of education in thE country so that those 

who were the victims of separate but unequal shall have the chance 

to be with all of their fellow Americans with an equal chance and 

with the best of education. When I think that we're moving in that 

direction, I'm encouraged. 

We're going to make some great decisions, very shortly, 

ladi~s and gentlemen. We're going to have to decide whether this 

country is to be moved forward or to be any way by the politics of 

fear and despair which some people preach and they often preach it 

without regard to party; or whether we're going to take our stand 

and move forward with the politics of hope and inspiration I happen 
A 

to believe that the Declaration of Independence which we ~xx honor today 
not 

in this ceremony and did earlier today, was/the politics of fear and 

doubt, disillusionment and despair, but rather it was the politics of 

a group of men who had a great dream, who had 
to 

had a sense of inspiration to get people x do 

great hopes,and above all 

what's best A famed 
worst upon 

clergyman once said that in the ~RXX of times, you were called/to do 

the best of things. Of course, the times are difficult, They have 
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always been thus. In my lifetime, the bank failures,that took 

away everything, the depression that destroyed jobs and industry. 

A war, World War II that literally drenched the world in blood. The 

unbelievable apprehension in the post war period. Of the movement 

of communism like a tidal wave across Europe; the war in Korea that 

sapped our strength once again; and then these tense moments that 

we've lived thru in Berlin and in Cuba when the very fate a::Rcii of 

our nation and the very safety of our nation was challenged. And 

now up to Vietnam. Ladies and gentlemen,,when I hear people say 

today that that's awful, that America is sick, that it is gone, 

thatxx its had its best days, I must say that those people who 

say _that are people of little faith and a very poor sense of 

history. Think of what your country's gone t h ru from the civil 

war k~xkNR - the most terrible war any people ever fought. Brother 

against brother, family against family. Incredible casualties and 

fatalities. From that dark day when we were trying to decide whether 

this nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated could long 

endure up to this very moment. If I act like an optimist - and I am -

its because History - the history of this country is on my side and 

your side. We have been able to do the impossible and we have been 

able to do it time and time. There have always be en the prophets of 

doom. There have always been those to told us we couldn't make it. 

There have always been those who able to gather the headlines by 

comdemning what _ this country stood for. I think its about time that 
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we rallied around some who rea lly understand what this country 

stands for and has faith in its future . Thank you. 

Well, I do thank you very much. I ~ know that you believe 

this way. And I won't say that our work is done, it has only begun. 

America is a young conntry, even though soon we will celebrate its 

200th anniversary as a free people - it is young in spirit, young 

in xkx ideals, young in its hopes, young in its confidence.~NG Th00e 

are the attributes of youth. I've seen some people who are very 

young in age that have already lived their best days They're ready 

really for Geritol and Soc. Security. No, age is not the time of life, 

its the attitude of mind end spirit and that applies to individuals 

as well as country. So when I am asked - and I leave you with this 

thought -when I am asked 'what is it that we're trying to do? Which 

is yet undone,and even though it is undone it does not mean that we 

can't do it, it simply means that like raising a family- it takes 

time, like growing into adulthood, you can't hurry it. The processes 
is 

of life are t h ere. What ~it N HXH we're trying to do? Well, we're 

not trying to build two societies, separate and unequal. We're trying 

to do what you and I know we are doing. Even though its difficult, even 

though its costly , even though at times it seems like a distant goal 

reyond our reach. Nevertheless, it is what we are doing. We are buildi ng, 
destroying 

building my friends, not ~Hxkx~iN~ - building one nation, one country, 

understanding fully that that country ha s its roots deep in this spiritual 

promis e of . human dignity, of the brotherhood of ma n and the fatherhood of 

God. One nat i on, und e r God, indivisible, not black or white, north or 
indivisible 

sout h, but one na tion unde r God/with liberty as I said today and justice 
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for all because if it isn't for all, its for no one. 

So, my fellow Americans do not sell your country short, 

do not sell yourselves short, be proud of your citizenship, 

proud enough to want to respond to its every duxty and its every 

ca~ll and lets make up our minds to tell this nation, and its 

doubters and kk its critics, to tell this world XN with its 

doubters and its critics of us - lets make it clear that our 

finest hour is yet to come and we are not afraid We are a people 

who are brave and courageous and compassionate and good and we'll 

do what needs to be done for ourselves and mankind. 
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(lost part of transcript) 

just power from the consent of the governed (lost part of transcript) 

to join in an Atlantic partnership with the nations of Western 

Europe -- a dream that is yet ours and a dream to be fulfilled. 

But today we must even go beyond that. We must go beyond the 

immediate needs of our time. We must look byond even the bright 

vision as John Kennedy saw it of the 1960's. We must declare 

here as Wilson and President Kennedy did before, our interdependence 

not only with the nations of the Atlantic, but indeed with the family 

of man (lost part of transcript) 

that the Declaration of Independence addressed itself We must 

set our vision not only for today, but for the goals that we 

may hope to achieve by 1976, the 200th anniversary of our 

inddpendence and freedom. There can be no doubt that our 

commitment as Americans and as free men must be now what it was 

in the beginning: To man's liberation. That liberation, however, 

will only be achieved when all of the nations on this earth allow 

their citizens the free exercise of their rights as they have been so 

brilliantly and so succinctly stated for us, "those unalienable rights 

of life 



and of liberty and the pursuit of happiness -- rights that 

192 years ago were put an idea rights that today must 

be translated in terms of reference of our time. There is, 

first of all, the right to peace, so that man may live free 

from the threat of those who would march to power. There lS 

the right to justice, so that man may stand before his peers 

and his society on a truly just and equal basis with his 

neighbor. There is the right, as we see today, to free 

expression, so that man may speak and may be heard, despite 

the decision and the belief of any compact majority. The 

right to search relentlessly for knowledge, so that no man may 

remain another's slave through the denial of skill or of 

education. That author of this Declaration, Thomas Jefferson, 

once said man cannot be both ignorant and free. How important, 

therefore, that the basic right to the search for knowledge 

be maintained as the very center of freedom. There is then 

too the right to public accountability, so that man may remain 

the master of the state, rather than the states to become the 

master of the man. And there is the right to meaningful work, 

so that man may have a decent wage and he may live with self-

respect and dignity among his fellow men. And there is the 

right to open opportunity, so that man may lift himself to 

the limit of his ability, no matter what the color of his skin, 

the tenets of his religion, or his so-called class. There is 



the right -- and my fellow Americans there is the right to 

public compassion, so that man may live with the knowledge that 

his health, his well-being, his old HH~ age and his loneliness 

are the concern of his society. The right to movement and 

free association so that man may freely move and choose his 

associates without coercive restraint. And the right to privacy 

so that man may be free of the heavy hand of the watchers, the 
and 

snoopers,/the listeners. And the right to rest and to recreation, 

so that the necessity of labor not be permitted to cripple human 

development. These are rights, these are the rights of the 

twentieth century that we make and seek to make secure in our 

own nation. These are rights that we seek to help establish, 

not only for ourselves, but for our brothers in mankind. But 

these rights will not be achieved at home, nor even in the world, 

without the exercise of consonant responsibility and on a scale 

of those who decla{ ed our independence. For these rights are 

under continual challenge, and those who would hold them must 

pay the price of responsibility. And what are those responsi-

bilities? The responsibility, first, to participate~ lest 

critical decisions and initiatives be left to those who would 
out, 

bend them to their own use. The responsibility to speak/ lest 

silence in the face of injustice be interpreted as its 

acceptance. The responsibility of pubiic servic e, lest serv1ce 

be for self rather than for fellow man. And the responsibility 



to support the rule of law, lest the law of the jungle become 

the law of human behavior. And the responsibility to respect 

and defend the rights of one•s fellow man, lest the loss of 

liberty by any one become the loss of li~erty by all. The 

rights of each man must of necessity, of course, be limited 

by the rights of others and by the just demands of the general 

welfare. Yet within these limits the possibilities of making 
today but 

men truly free are/barely touched. Then, my fellow Americans, 
that 

what are the particmlars of the purposes wkx~k we enunciate 

now. Well, they include ta~gible and immediate goals in 

America -- the goals e§ that the people of this city, the 

peopl e of any city, may be able to walk the streets or to 

advoaate their cause without fear of violence, crime or 

assassination. That tangible and immediate goal that every 

American -- white, brown, black, red or yellow -- may receive 

from his society the same high standard of education, of training 

and opportunity from birth onward . That every citizen in this 

land of plenty shall have enough to eat and the care of his 
that 

health. That all who may want to work, and/all who cannot 

work shall have income sufficient to provide for human dignity 

and self-respect. And that immediate and tangible goal that 

our people may dwell in decent, open housing, and in neighborhoods 

filled, not with strangers, but filled with the friendly spirit 



of good neighbors. And that important goal that the business 

of American government shall be conducted ope nly and with the 

participation of a maximum number of our citizens from every 

walk of life and from every ethnic and economic group. And 

then what are the particulars in the wider world in which we 

live? Because man today does not live by himself. The first 

is that we shall seek and that we shall make peace above all 

other things our national purpose. And that we shall rededicate 

this nation to the work of economic and social development in 

the poor nations. And that we shall persevere relentlessly in 

the negotiations for a genuine peace until a just and lasting 

settlement is achieved in that troubled and war-torn Southeast 

A$ia. And that we and the Soviet Union shall move promptly with 

our fu~l and total commitment to the reduct ~on x~xxHRX of 

offensive and defensive weapons systems, for I believe that 

the nuclear nonpr~liferation treaty, signed this last week, and 

the pending disucssions on offensive and defensive weapons, are 

the best chance for peace and the reduction of international 

tensions since the advent XHR of the cold war and the end of 

World War II. But we shall set our visions, we shall set our 

visions even beyond this, to a worldwide reduction of arms and 

military expenditures so that human and material resources may 

in the future be devoted to the betterme nt of all peoples, for 

we now see before us, for the first time in a long time, the 



prospect of a possible end to the costly, deadly and dangerous 

arms race. And other particulars in our modern manifesto mf 

freedom and interdependence, that we shall make our alliances 

not merely forces for defense, but instrumants of active 

peaceful engagement and that we shall support and strengthen 

that great institution of interdependence, the United Nations, 

and the regional and international organizations and the 

peace-keeping machinery within them. That we shall once and 

for all accept and ratify the Human Rights Convention of the 

·united Nations, which still stand unratified before the United 

States Senate. For, my friends, it is human rights, people's 

rights above all else that should lie at the heart of our 

concern. It was human rights, God-given rights, that were at 

the heart of the concern of those who put their signatures to 

our Declaration of Independence. The document signed here 192 

years ago declare~ that the unalienable rights that we sought, 

of life, of liberty and the pursuit of happines were, in the 

words of that immortal document, the rights that humanity (which 

is above nations~ Now only eight years before the 200th birthday 

of this nation, I declare this nation's dedication to securing 

those rights not only for ourselves but, as the Declaration said, 

for that humanity, that humanity of God Almighty which is above 

nations and above institutions of government. How shall we do it? 



Not by force. Not by conquest. But above all by the power of 

our ideas and the pm.,er of free men, filled with confidence and 

hope for the future which this nation repr4sents in its every 

being. I beli~~e that we as a people have not lost our way as 

some would have you believe. I believe tha t our way has always 

been clear. It was declared here on July 4, 1776. Only the 

means have been contested. And our purposes then must remain 

the protection and the enrichment of meaningful life, which is 

what life means, the assurance of liberty and the development 

of those conditions which permit man to pursue the high goal of 

happiness. Our forefathers pledged their lives, their fortune , 

and above all their sacred honor to these ideals and purposes. 

We in our time, as we approach the 200th anniversayy of this 

great document and our independence, can do no less.xx If we 

do we are unworthy of our heritage. If then we, living strong 

and prosperous in this blessed land -- and blessed it is --

can call forth from within ourselves the faith and the passion 
that 

which we knowx& is there, I be~ieve/history/can record that on 

July 4, 1976, the p e aceful American revolution found fulfillment 

in its own land, in its own country, and stood once more as a 

beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world. I ask you 

to join me in those words of Woodrow Wilson,whom I quoted in 
th a t 

the beginning of my mess a g e , words WHX~H t e ll us wha t is the 

goal and what is th e objective of this Re public. Wilson, the 



scholar and the President, said this, "My dream is that America 

will come into the full light of the day when all shall know 

that she puts human rights above all other rights and that 

her flag is the flag not only of America, but of humanity." 

What a high purpose, and one , may I say, of which we can be 

worthy if we but reach for it, strive for it, work for it and 

commit our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor to its 

achievement. 

### 
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We celebrate today more than a daring political move ... more 

than a commitment to battle ... more than the birth of a nation . 

Our Declaration of Indepe:'ldence was all of that ..• and more. It 

was an exciting ideal ... a phi l osopne r 1s ar gument that became a patriot's 

d:::-eam ... a :::1 iceal· which coura ge, '.:Jravery and wisdom made reality. 

:-::-.~ i.i g~t t hat glowed from I:c.dependence Hall in tne hot summer 

eveni:::-.g : 92 years ago has illu:::--.Clinated the pa-cr.wc.y to freedom for countless · 

millions around the world. 

And it all began when our courageous forebearers pledged each 

c.:ber d ·.eir lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor . 

~~a :.·dly a handful of Amer1cans can r ecite more than a :.....:.w lines 

0:. t:-. -::- :.:Jc claration. 
.-..; ...... ... ' 
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But the words we do re m e rn!)er -- the ones t 1at have meaning 

for us -- are the special words we told ourselves •.. for all the world 

to overhear: ''all men are created equal." This is the framework of 

the Declaration ... the shining residue of simple , clear rhetoric that 

was born in a bricklayer's cottage and ultimately rallied the world . 

Yes, just five simple words to shatter the darkness and uncertainty 

of centuries . Five words of revolution . . . and reassurance ... urged 

on a reluctant legislature by strong and gifted men ... 

:::vfen with a sense oi cnange ... 

Men with faith so sure they could herald a political millenium, 

noting merely that it was "self - evident . " 

And this , with 12, 000 fresh mercenaries arming against them, 

and :housands of others already in the field . 



(1·---,. 
' . . 

, ~' -·-s;<. a~so spoke :of 
~ \ 

Life ... 
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A right claimed for all men ... the most precious gift of 

creation. 

L.beny ... 

A ri ght claimed for all men ... that while no man could be 

n-:aster of another, neither could he become slave . 

A:1d finally~ 

The pursuit of happiness . 

A r ight claimed for all men ... the audacious assenion 

:::-.ever p~oclaimed before -- that happiness was a privilege accessible 

to the common man. 

T :-.cs e words live on . They are burned in ou:t consciousness ... a 

" sir.c ... p~e litany of political ethics, easy to recall. 
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3ut tne Declaration of Indeper.dence was not only - - r.ot e v en 

primarily -- the manifesto of a new political philosophy. It was a 

wo::: :<ing paper for the · -.... rning issues of 1776 -- what Woodrow Wilson 

c alleci 1 1a bill of particulars 11 fo r the business of the day . 

W oodrow Wilson went or. to say. -- he was speaking from this 

very p latform 54 years ago - - that 

--
11 Liberty does not consist in mere general declarations of the 

rights of man . It consists in the translation of those declar.ations into 

definite action .. . If we would keep it alive, we must fill it with a bill 

oi par-.:iculars for the year 1914 . 11 

We can do no less tha n draw up our bill or par ti culars -- our 

wo:::-~ing ?aper for 1968 . 

What of life, liberty and the ?Ursuit of happiness in America 
...... ... -

toclc.. y? 
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Is it Life .. . when black infant mortality in America is 

double (check) that for whites ... or when children in Appalachia 

ar.d Mississippi suffer irreparable brain damage due to protein 

deiiciency in their diet? 

Is it Life ... when people die senselessly of bullet wounds, 

dirty air, unsafe fa<;:tories and uncontrolled speed? 

Is it Life .. . when violence and crime threaten our neighborhoods 

and citizens ·fear to walk the streets after dark? 

Is it Liberty ... when millions of Americans are trapped by the 

merciless and impersonal forces of poverty, ignorance and unernployment? 

Is it Liberty ... when citizens are foreclosed fr om dire c t 

participation in the governing of their neighb orho ods ... c ities ... or 

natio:-.? 

·-,;.: 
'· 
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And who c an pursue -ha.p?ine ss when every worki ng minute 

must be u:; ed for finding enough to eat ... or when a young person 

is denied an education by inferior schools or second - rate teaching? 

Who can believe in hat:Jpiness when he doesn 1t believ e e v en in 

hiwsel£ or in anything else? 

Some among us may be outrag ed by this bill of particu ars --

just as King George rejected the indictment handed down by t he 

signers of the Declarat ion . 

But those of us who may lead America toward its 200th Anniversary 

in 1976 must speak out on these crucial issues . 

The jury of the American pe ople ultimately will judge the 

validity of this indictment . And they will rightfully demand hard 

evidence to refute these charge s . 
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This evidence can be thrown out of court only when the 

following rights are secured for all : 

-- The rirrht to an education ... I have proposed a New Education 
Policy for America -- one which provides free educational opportunity 

for every c hild from the fourth year through college on a strict basis 

of ability to learn not ability to pay . 

-- The right to a whole some and nutritious diet ... I have 

~noposed Administration and legislative action now to establish 

food stamp and commodity distribution prograz:ns in eve r y county 

where severe problems of hunger exist . School lunches on a 

year - round basis must be provided every needy child as rapidly 

c..s pos;;ible . 

-- ':'he right to ec..rn a living I have proposed a guaranteed job 

ic:: everyone able to work -- with private employers providing j ob 

C??Ortunities to the fullest extend possible and with the government 
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n:akir;.g whatever back-up or financing arrangements are r.c cessary. 

-- The right to civi l or de r . Crime and violence must be 

s 1arply reduced. The unregulated possession and use of firearms 

and ammunition must be ended. The illegal drug traffic must be 

stopped . 

Yes, the signers of the Declaration said it c lea rly: That to 

secure these rights, Governments are instituted among men, 

<ieriving their just pow·ers from the consent of the Governme::1t. .. 11 

Powe r resides in the people . Not b government . Not in officers ... 

or legislatures .. or judges .. or political parties .. or corporations 

or unio::1s ... or churches or social movements ... but in the people . 

This is the new politics . . and it is as old as the Republic . 

But rights can only be secured in a society where the peo?le 

··:t ·~ 

a::: .::: equally zealous i::1 facing up to their public responsibilities. 
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?irst arnong the s e'is to reason a one and togethe r. 

Free Sj) e ec.n as~ume s a rational dia l ogue . .. and .gover nme nt 

of t h e peo ple, by the people demands it. 

T h e arro gant certitude of extremists is no substitute for 

thfought ful debate . 

C onfronta t ion is no subs tit u te for dis cussion. 

In ci t ernent 1s no substitute for ;? ersuasion. 

AE t oo oft en in man's his t ory t h e cheap currency of 

dema go g uery and fanaticism have driven out the sound currenc'y 

o: reason 1n human affairs . 

Democracy can withstand wrong opinions sincerely expressed. 

B ~;: it will not long w ithstand the assault of calculated irrationality 

a r.d immoderation -- call it fanaticism or dema goguery -- and 

;::~ere ~ s c.. strain of that in our politic a l dialogue today. 
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Responsibility nun1bcr two 1s consent -- co nsent to coo pe rate ... ... -..........-

conse nt to recogmze the justly established will of the majority 

consent to obey the law of the land . 

The consent of the governed 1s mo r e than the legal under -

?ir.ning of democracy . It is the life force which makes demo c rac y 

work day by day. 

Consent is no small burden - - as all know who have lo st an 

election . . . or paid a tax .. . or sent a son to war . But it is 

nothing less than the pnce of libe rty. 

Responsibility number three: participation . 

Democracy assumes it -- but the needs of our nation de.:r,and it. 

:' he survival of democracy 1s communit y depends on eve::::- v o::e 

:..avir.g a sense of community -- and the chanc e to play a meaningful 

role in its de c isions . 
··~ ·~ 

::\lew forms and institutions of democrati c parti c ipation must 

oe created at all levels of government , especially for pers ons .. 



?:·cvious ly excluded bccaus c oi race, poverty, geography or rnodern 

technology. 

TiH~ problems of our cities will be solved only by the people who 

:vc: 1n them . 

Your c hildren will have decent schools only i f you provide them . 

Your communities \vill be safe only if you make them safe . 

. ;...., ·-...\ ... ' 



• 

'1 
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Your f~de ral government is r~z..dy to help ; it is not equipped 

to d i rec t the affairs of yo u r community, nor snould it be . 

The over - riding question before us now is whether m 1976 

we will celebrate hypocracy ... or whether today we c an accept 

the stern consequences of democracy ... examine our course 

with absolute honesty ... and n1ove forward . 

Either freedom is forever imperfect, or else the people 

are not free . 

What will it be like here in Philadelphia on July 4 , 197 6? 

The 11 particulars 11 of our commitment in 1968 will have a lot 

to d.o with the answer . 

One thing is certain: blind devotion to the past is a luxu:ry we 

can 
ca;:-.:::wt afford. And it is a political indulgence we /hardly tolerate. 

·~ ·~ 



.. 
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We who have enjoyed Lhe hlcs::;ings of this land have Loo 

muc h invested 111 th~ngs as they are to let them stay as .the y are . 

We cannot return to this Hall and take pride in our past .. . 

ii all we do is hail the past . . . 

To d o thi s would dis h onor the past and deny the future . 

Remember the ballad? 

'' Our country'.s strong .. . our count ry's / young, 

q .... ~.t~:s.<t 
And it's ~ songs are still unsung ... 11 

A nation conceived in an endless search for perfection 

can believe no less. 

And a government attuned t o change as the essense of 

freedom, can_serve no better . 

# # # 
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