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The challenges of the next decade will require new prior-

ities and a new sense of purpose in our engagement in the world. 

In choosing these priorities the relations between the United 

States and Latin America are of vital importance. 

It was only eight years ago that John F. Kennedy first 

called for a new Alliance for Progress among the American nations 

to deal with the political, social and economic crisis that 

pervaded the hemisphere. Reversing the policies of a decade, 

President Kennedy proposed: 

" ••• an alliance of nations with a common interest 
in freedom and economic advance in the great common 
effort to develop the resources of the entire hemi
sphere, strengthen the forces of democracy, and widen 
the vocation and education opportunities of every per
son in the Americas." 

Eight years ago the nations of the hemisphere dedicated 

themselves to a common program to achieve rapid increases in 

economic growth and income, to expand education, to improve 

housing, to modernize the countryside, to build roads and factor-

ies and power plants -- and to enlarge the scope of life and oppor-

tunity for all the peoples of Latin America. 

In these eight years, much has been achieved. But as we 

approach the next decade, we should frankly recognize that the 

Alliance is entering a new era. This will require new priorities, 

new emphases, new departures. I will comment only briefly on this 

tonight -- and at greater length in the near future. 

These new emphases should be based on the objectives of 

the Alliance as stated in the Charter of Punta del Este which 

-
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committed the nations of the hemisphere to a program "established 

on the basic principle that free men working through the insti

tution of representative democracy can best satisfy man's aspira

tions." 

In the next decade, the Alliance must pass beyond the era 

of self-help, to an era of self-management. We will applaud and 

encourage this fundamental change. 

We know it will mean a more emphatic, clearer, stronger 

definition by Latin America of its own purposes and interests i n 

democratic development, and a sharper definition of the course 

the nations and peoples of Latin America must follow in the effort . 

Most of all, it will mean a stronger, more self-confident 

Latin America with which we shall be cooperating. 

And this is well. For our vision of the hemisphere of 

the future is not of a Latin America dominated by the United 

States. We seek only an alliance of sovereign nations -- not 

a collection of client states. Our vision is of a community of 

nations, fully independent, each with its own identity and dig

nity, extending to all its people the promises and possibilities 

of life in the Twentieth Century. 

We know that this new era of self-management will require 

further modification of the machinery of the Alliance -- in the 

direction of greater multilateral decision-making. 

But this does not mean a reduction in the level of externa l 

assistance. '!'hose of us who have championed the Alliance know 

that neither the U.S. nor the international institutions 

have ever contributed aid on the scale originally envisaged 

under the Alliance for Progress. 

The need for external capital -- and the capacity to use 

it well -- vastly exceeds the present scale. We should renew 

our commitment to the Alliance by being prepared in the decade 

ahead to increase our financial contribution as the capacity to 

use it develops. 
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On the immediate agenda, we in this country must reverse 

the dangerous action by the House of Representatives in cutting 

the Alliance for Progress funds in the AID authorization bill. 

The full amount requested is a bare minimum. Anything less 

would represent a retreat from our commitments. 

The great challenge before the world today rich nations 

and poor alike -- lies in the fact that most people still live 

in poverty ... are not part of modern society ••• do not participate 

in the political process which determines their destinies .•. and 

they demand a full share of opportunity -- now. 

Latin America is the testing ground where we shall discover 

whether this generation can come to grips with the crisis of 

world poverty and underdevelopment. We will discover in Latin 

America whether poverty and chaos and violence can be forestalled 

through political, economic and social development within a 

democratic framework. 

If any area offers hope for success in this endeavor, it 

is Latin America. For Latin America is already the most developed 

and the richest of the developing regions of the world. 

The nations of the Western Hemisphere, working closely 

together, have a chance to engineer the next great breakthrough 

of freedom, social justice and opportunity, in this very hemisphere. 

If free men can accomplish this in our lifetime, it will 

give encouragement and support to the cause of peace and demo

cracy throughout the world. 

It is only then that the nations of our hemisphere will 

realize the desire of Bolivar to see the Americas fashioned 

into the greatest region of the world -- greatest "not so much 

by virtue of her wealth, as by her freedom and her glory." 

# # # # # 
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It was only eight years ago that John F. Kennedy first 

called for a new Alliance for Progress among the American nations 

to deal with the political, social and economic crisis that pervaded 

the hemisphere. Reversing the policies of a decade, President 

Kennedy proposed: 
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" ••• an alliance of nations with a common interest in 

freedom and economic advance in the great common effort to 

develop the resources of the entire hemisphere, strengthen 

the forces of democracy, and widen the vocation and education 

opportunities of every person in the Americas. 11 

Eight years ago the nations of the hemisphere dedicated 

themselves to a common program to achieve rapid increases 

in economic growth and income, to expand education, to improve 

housing, to modernize the countryside, to build roads and 

factories and power plants --and to enlarge the scope of life 

and opportunity for all the peoples of Latin America. 

In these eight years, much has been achieved. But as we 
.:::::::-

approach the next decade, we should frankly recognize that the 

Alliance is entering a new era. This will require new priorities, - . 
new emphases, new departures. I will comment only briefly on 

this tonight --and at greater length in the near future. 
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These new emphases should be based on the objectiv s 

of the Alliance as stated in the Charter of P 

representative democ can best satisfy man•s 

In the next decade, the Alliance must pass beyond the era 

of self-help, to an era of self-management. We will applaud and 

encourage this fundamental change. 

(.We know it will mean a more emphatic, clearer, stronger 

definition by Latin America of its own purposes and interests in 

democratic development, and a sharper definition of the course 

the nations and peoples of Latin America must follow in the effort 

Most of all, it will mean a stronger, more self-confident Latin 

America with which we shall be cooperating. 



- 4-

And this is well. For our vision of the hemisphere of 

the future is not of a Latin America dominated by the United 

States. We seek- an alliance of sovereign nations --not 

a collection of client states. Our vision is of a community of 

nations, tully ipdepepdWJt, each with its own identity and 

dignity, extending to all its people the promises and possibilities 

of life in the Twentieth Century. 

L We know that this new era of self-management will require 

further modification of the machinery of the Alliance --in the 

direction of greater multilateral decision-making. 

L. But this does not mean a reduction in the level of external 

assistance. Those of us who have championed the Alliance know 

that neither the U.S. -- nor the international institutions -- have 

ever contributed aid on the scale originally envisaged under the 

Alliance for Progress. 
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The need for external capital -- and the capacity to use 

it well --vastly exceeds the present scale. We should renew 

our commitment to the Alliance by being prepared in the 

decade ahead to increase our financial contribution as the 

capacity to use it develops. 

On the immediate agenda, we in this country must reverse 

the dangerous action by the House of Representatives in cutting 

the Alliance for Progress funds in the AID authorization bill. 

L,.rhe full amount requested is a bare minimum. Anything less 

would represent a retreat from our commitments. 

L. The great challenge before the world today -- rich nati!Ws 

and poor alike --lies in the fact that most people still live in 

poverty ••• are not part of modern society ••• do not participate 

in the political process which determines their destinies •.• and 

they demand a full share of opportunity-- now. 
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4atin America is the testing ground where we shall 

discover whether this generation can come to grips with the 

crisis of world poverty and underdevelopment.IJte will discover 

in Latin A me rica whether poverty and chaos and violence can 
- 7 

be forestalled through political, economic and social develoow~nt 

within a democratic framework. 

If any area offers hope for success in this endeavor, it 

is Latin America. For Latin America is already the most developed 

and the _;ichest of the developing regions of the w,prld. 

L, The nations of the Western Hemisphere, working closely 

together, have a chqoce to !~gineer the next great breakthrough 

of freedom, social justice and opportunity 
= 
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If free men can accomplish this in our lifetime, it 

will give encouragement and support to the cause of peace 

and democracy throughout the world. ~4't"' ~,pij 
_,.." 0 ~, ...... •• 

It is only then that the nations of our hemisphere will 

realize the desire of Bolivar to see the Americas fashioned 

into the greatest region of the world -- greatest "not so much 

by virtue of her area and her wealth, as by her freedom and 

her glory. 11 

# # # 



; 
I • 

Vice President's Speech 
International Platform Association 
July 24 , 1968 

(Introduction by Venezuelan Ambassador ) 

Mr . Vice President, Excellencies, Distinguished 

Members of the International Platform Association , Friends : 

I have been called, as Mr. Pearson waskind enough to 
next 

explain, to introduce the/speaker - the most important of our 

guests - because of the sole reason that I am at the same 

time a fellow countryman of Boliva and a member of the Association. 

I thank all of you for this privilege. And , also , for the 

possibility of celebrating here in this friendly atmosphere 

the birthday of our greatest count~yman, the man of Caracas, 

t he liberator , Simone Boliva& . As it was put so eloquently 

d ean of the Diplomatic Corps, Boliva was not only by necessity 

a great General, but also by voca·tion a great philosopher , a 

great constitutionalist and a great politician. For instance, 

he c ould foresee what was going to happen to the Americas and 

he wrote to an English gentleman in 1815, "Let us make it so 
love 

that *~ with its universal tie we unite the souls of the hemis-

phere of Columbus and so tha t hate, vengeance and war will be 

evicte d from our bos oms p ermitting then to be employed only 

on t he front i ers a nd a gainst t h ose only whom the y may b e just ly 

us e d against t he t y r ants . Boli v a :7> wa s not c. niy one o f the f i rst 
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romantics in the world , but h e could also be quite realistic 

in terms of politics. Some years after that during the war 

- the independence war that cost my co~ntry one-third of its 

population - he wrote to a predecessor of mine here in Washington, 

Mr . Perc "Be persuaded, now ------~peace more than war . 

How right he was in foreseeing the tremendous problems in 

demobilizing an army that at the end of the war was comprised 

of all men older than fifteen. How he could foresee the 

difficult problems for a country who has just so many officers, 

so many soldiers to peace. He worked hard on the Constitution 

of Venezuela and my country and the countries he liberated 

so well represented here at this table has proof that his 

h opes could be fulfilled. Not only that, but our Constitution 

now in Venezuela is even more libera l than the one he wrote 

every Venezuelan over 18 votes in what are among the most 

honest and well thought of elections in the world everyS years. 

He was not only concerned with political matters, and if I may 

tell you a story now that we are in such an intimate group. 

Although Boliva was a widower since the age of 19, the never-

theless lost his interest in women. And it said that after 

a battle, the greatest fashion in Boliva was to dance this new 

i ntimate dance called the Waltz . ALd it is also said that he 
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was dancing with a beautiful young girl, and suddenly he told 

her, "My dear Senorita, whatever favor you are ready to bestow 

on me, let us do it now because I am leaving at dawn." 

Venezuela still works its international }Olicy and 

general strategy along the same lines that were traced by 

Boliva and his predecessors in the Congress of 1810. And in 

such a way, we have proved to be a very pacific country, we 

have b een in ~nly one international war, the Boliva Defen$e. 

We have never participated again in an .internationa·l war. We 

spend much more on education, in parks and other social projects, 

than in the military. We only spend 8% of our fiscal national 

budget in the military establishment and we have no plans to 

increase it. More than that, Mr. Vice President, and Ladies 

and Gentlemen , my country has proved to be an example in the 

fair play of international relations by accepting small pieces 

of lands from its neighbors and giving very large pieces of 

land, thus respecting the principles of internationa l law 

and judicial decisions in such a way that to Colomb i a and Brazil 

we gave in two international decisions a territory that 

amounts to one-fifth of Venezuela, a territory that is still 

about the size of France . 

It is a marvelous coincidence that I have · been able to 
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assist in this meeting when three extraordinary men - all 

three candidates to the Presidency of this great Republic 
immense 

are being presented. I have the ~xfortune of knowing the 

three of them for· a long time . I have been a personal friend 

and am proud of it for a few years of each one of them. 

The fact that they are so well known relieves me of the need 

of explaining how interested each of them is in international 

politics7 how universal their minds are, and particularly, 

how well they know the Latin American problems and also the 

friendship of Latin America. And, today, I am particularly 

fortunate to present one of them, Vice President Humphrey. 

I a~ not going to refer to any of the very good speeches 

and the deep thoughts of the Vice President. They are well 

known to all of you but I can tell you that I witness with 

a few othe r Venezuelans the Vice President in his visits to 
his 

Venezuela. I saw him with :aN intimate knowledge of our problems 

with statesmen, economists and bankers . And I also saw him 

playing baseball in the slums of Caracas. He oftened despaired 

of the Secret Service. He got lost several times . One of t .hem 

in a sail boat for a few hours. And after a dinner, a young 

Venezuelan woman, very intelligent and interested in politics , 

told me, "My goodness, how I would like to be able to vote for 

this man for President," and I said, "In the Uriited States?", 

and she said, "No, right h e r e ." 
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The interest in Latin America that the government of 

which the Vice President is part is of such nature that it 

makes me look · like a conservative and that will be the first 

and the last time in my life. But I am sure that if this 

that has been developed since President Roosevelt up to now 

with the United States and Latin America continues, then the 

words of our National An~hem that were sung before Boliva 

ever became important (it's the oldest National Anthem in this 

continent) but ·also some words of Boliva will forever be true. 

And it is of a tribute to the man I have the honor to be witness 

for that I end with a phrase of Boliva given to the troops of 

General ________ · right before a battle: "Soldiers, for us the 

country needs America." 

Ladie s and Gentlemen, the Vice President of the United States: 

Thank you very much. Thank you. 

My friend, Drew Pearson, Dr. Moore , and your president-elect, 

Dr.Seabord , all of this distinguished array of diplomatic talent, 

my beloved friend, Dr. ------------' my friend, the Ambassador 

from Ve nezuela, that· has so diploma tically presented me . Oh-h, 

what a diplomat! I was waiting for an endorsement. He said it 
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just right. Everybody has to make their own interpretation, 

and I have made mine. I say to you, Mr . Ambassador , that i f 

things don't work out right h€re , I hope that young· lady 

fr om Venezue la is still there. I ·may come down and apply for 

the job. 

Ladies and Gentlemen , this is an evening to pay tribute 

to the memory of the great works and life of one of the great 

patriots of this hemisphere , Simon Bolivar . This is his birth-

day.· But I hope you ~on ' f mind if I make it just a little more 

intimate and cont.emporary , because this is also the birthday 

of Pearson, the wife of Drew Pearson. _....__ __ _ , I salute -----
you. Now, as an Amer ican diplomat, I shall make no particular 

endorsement to the t wo birthdays, except to say that I think 

________ is very pretty , and I never metSimon Bolivar . I also 

want to observe that I am a little chagrined at not being here 

to find out some of the fac ts of political life. I understand 

that with Dr. Seaborg's election as the president of the 

Internationa l Platform Association that he said to this audience 

that he could give me some tips on successful c ampaigning . Dr. 

Seaborg , I trust t11at President Johnson has not applied to you 

too strictly the ban of neutrality in this effort. I should 

like to see you very promptly after this evening 's performance . 

I do know that I have some protection on this platform that is 
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not neutral - who is not neutral - Mr. Democrat himself , Mr. 

James Farley , and I'm mighty happy he is here to help me out. 

I was speaking to Drew Pearson when he came to the door to 

welcome me, and I said, "Drew , what a program you have here." 

I had been lobking over the official program of the '66 Convention 

and see that anyone who aspires to anything or hopes to be anything 

or ever thought he was anything _has been or is on this program 

or will be . I guess what we really mean in Washington is, 
i n 

to pass aNa review for Drew. Well , I have passed in review for 

him so many times that I hesitate to try it again, b e cause I am 

afraid he is what we s~y in education , a tough grader. 

Tonight, I want to do two things in my presentation to 

you. First, I want to talk to you about why I aspire to this, 

the highest office of this l and . And then , I should like to 

take just a few moments to speak in general terms about the 

Alliance For Progress that means so much to our hemispheric 

r elations . My friends here of the Diplomatic Corps know that 

I have been deeply involved in the promotion of this Alliance 

in its support here in the Congress of t he United States as a 

Senator and as a spokesman in the Executive Branch. And then, 

if you would like it , since I am h ere and you are there , I think 

we ought to have a question and answer period. And you c an ask 
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any question you would like. It's dangerous. I know that I 

am talking to profes siona ls. I often ask myself if these 

speeches and trips are really necessary, but I'm here. I am 

going to go ahead and talk to you tonight, not lecture to you, 

not orate at you, but visit . with you. 

I was asked sometime ago by a columnist why I aspired 

to the Preside ncy. And :t said in a le.tter to him that I do so 

for the very same reaso n that I entered public service over 

20 years ago, namely, to help carry forward, as I s_ee it, 

America's struggle, its continuing struggle aga inst the ancient 

enemies of mankind. Those enemies are well known throughout 

the world -- tyranny, prejudice, poverty, ignorance , disease, 

hunger, and the greatest tyranny of them all, war. Now what 

really compels mest men to seek high office, contrary to the 

popular prejudice, is not status. The pressures and pains of 

the authority of power once yo·u get it and many costly personal 

s~crifices which come with public position, I think are sufficient 

to override any satisfaction that may derive from temporary 

fame. The real ultimate satisfaction in public life is the 

knowledge that b ecause o f your servic e , Democracy ' s cause 

is advanced, that life is made more meaningful . I remind this 

audience that this Republic came into being with the word li fe 

being at the very forefront o f our Declaration of Independence. 



' . 
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Those inalienable rights, God-given natura l rights of life, 

and o f liberty and the pursuit of happiness, all o f which 

add up to life which is meaningful and enriched , not just 

survival. Any man that seeks to be President of this Republic 

must keep in mind that this is the real purpose of this land. 

That purpose is the enrichment of the h uman spirit and the 

human mind and protection of human life. Now , today, I believe 

t hat America faces the challenges that are , indeed, unprecedented . 

The ·challenge ~irst of extending the opportunities o f this 

society to every citize n in an environment where the rights of 

all are preserved .and doing it in a world community where 

peaceful change , and I underscore peaceful change, pre vails over 

force and violence. No society has ever been able to extend 

full and equal opportunity in its meaning and in its application 

to every citizen . Thi s is the ultimate test o f what we call 

Democracy . Now, what higher calling could you i magine than to 

help America. meet this challenge . As I said to a group yesterday , 

I believe that every man that becomes President is a better man 

for it. He h as to b e . No morta l is really c apab le of this 

office . And he must reach deep into his soul and his b eing 

to try to rise up to the challenges that he faces. He must 
over 

grow in geo~etrical proportion almost EXRDJXnight. To do le s s 
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i s to fail i n his responsibility . No President , however , acting 

a lone is sufficient t o this undertaking . But if he maintains 

h is faith in the confidence and commitme nts of his fe l low c itizens 

and i f he is able to maintain the ir support , he c an make a 

d ifference . He can add something to the fulfillment o f the 

promise of this land. He can mu l tiply , for example , the strength 

o f t he peop l e by spe aking openly, truthfully and forcefully 

o f their needs and aspirations . I happen to be l ieve that a 

President must be the educator of the land . He must be t he 

advocate. He must dare . He must not on ly seek concensus ; 

he must reach high purpos e and high ide als and .be willing to 

enunciate them. He can i dentify new sources o f talent; devise 

n ew ways of impleme nting- n a tional goals through private as we ll 

as public instrumentality. He can gathe r the resources , public 

and private , needed for the job . And let it be perfectly clear 

tonight , there isn ' t a single task facing this nation from 

the effor t to clean out our str~ams , to doing away with the 

pollution in the air , to ma ss tr anspor tation, that can be done 

by eithe r p r ivate ind ustry a lone or g overnment alone . It is 

going to take all o f u s i n a great partners h i p to g e t t he job 

done. Now , i f oc c asiona l ly , the Pres i dent must exercis e t he 

painfu l perogat i ve of point i ng this nation d own a hard road , 
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he can also have the satisfaction of giving voice to the best 

of our heritage and to our deepest hopes for all mankind. I 

have asked myself , "Nhat would I do to undertake a total 

commitment ," and I pu·t it this way, I would undertake a total 

commitment to work toward these urgent goals. First and fore-

most: to seek swift, honorable, and, hopefully, lasting peace 

in Southeast Asia and to learn lessons from this painful, 

costly struggle. Lessons that we must learn . To reassess our 

priorities as we must in different d a ys we live, in a differnt 

period, to reassess those priorities on the basis of a v ery 

realistic definition of what is in our national interest and; 

what is not. We need to take inventory and recognize that 

we cannot do everything and recognize that we cannot do everything, 

that we are not the world's policeman or guardian. \"le are a 

partner in a c omn1on enterprise of development, hopefully, of 

peaceful progress. Another urgent task to help build a world 
setting 
.td:::iq! in which conflicts and tensions can be resolved through 

the rule of law, Mr . Ambassador, without bloodshed and to continue 

mankind's withdra\va l from the brink of nuclear destruction. 

I think one of the great landmarks in the works of peace was 

the Non-Nuclear Proli feration Treaty which was signed only recently. 

But it is only one of many. As I have said from many a platform, 

the work of peace is not o f the instant moment , like the building 
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of a mighty cathedral, sometimes it is the work o f generations. 

But each generation has its obligation and cannot shirk it to 

add to that structure of peaceful construction. 

Another urgent· task is to help achieve a new reconciliation 

b etween and among t he races by striking down the remaining barriers 
of di~crimination , inequality and denial of opportunity. This 

must be high on the agenda of thi s Nation , Ladie s and Gentlemen. 

High, very high . To help creat a climate by the works of social 

justice of remedying the inequities and inequalities~ of law 

observance , and more effective machinery needed for law enforce-

ment which will let our citizens live and work in security . 

There is no social progress in mass violence. This is a Nat ion 

dedicated to construction and life, not destruction and death. 

And to h elp end poverty and squalor in both rural and 

urban Ame rica . The richest Nation on the face o f the earth 

l ooks ve r y hypocritical and ugly when s q ualor , filth and ugliness 

characte rize all too many areas o f our lund. And to assist other 

nations in c onque ring similar scourges in their midst. And I 

would put, too, high o n this Agenda to strengthe n this new 

spirit of voluntaryism and locali sm already at work in Amer ica 

i n order t o achieve more effective meaningful solutions by the 

people where the problems are or human needs c an be . identi f i ed 
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and where they can be met . The slums of America cannot be 

rebuilt by p e ople outside the slums alone . They must be 

rebuilt and made living areas , wh~lesome n e ighborhoods by 

the people who live in the areas, who want to live there 

and waN±xx~ work there. 

And the , indeed , to e nfranchise, to further involve 

the young, tap the ir idealism which is so sorely needed in 

this world of opportun ism .and pragmatism and to involve them 

in constructive endeavors of t he commonwea lth. To combine 
ing 

a continu~~ economic growth with increas i ng economic opportunity. 

To improve ·educational quality and equality throughout the 

land. 

Now, those are broad range goals. I know it. But 

unles s you reach to the stars, you will always b e in the slums. 

We need to reach high. The goals cannot be re a ched in a year, 

I know it. But they are goals of hope and o f promise . They 

c an 't b e reached by a single Congress or possibly a single 

adminis t ration . Their accomplishment will require i maginat ive 

approaches involving all levels of government, new forms of 

management, new systems of getting t he job done, just as modern 

industry today has to use new management systems . It will 

r equire the cooperation of countless groups and individuals , 

and in some areas such as reconciliation o f the races, · the hour: 
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is tragically late. You see, I want to be President because 

I believe that America ' s greatest victories for human freedom 

and justice is yet to be won and they can be won, and that I 

can contribute to their winning. Since announc~ng my candidacy, 
are 

I have tried to speak out on what I believe/some of the basic 

matters facing this country . I ' ve spoken, for lack of a better 

name , of a Marshall Plan, a massive reconstruction and rehabilita-

tion program for our cities , where most of our people live and 

more will live. A new educational policy for America -- children 

from the age of four up to higher education and advance learning. 

A revised draft law that has some principle of equity in it 

and a program of -national service for our young people. My 

concept of the open Presidency -- a Pres idency that reaches out 

to the people and the people to it. A series of foreign policy 

initiatives and a number of specific programs to attack poverty 

and hunger in our own midst. So, if my friend3 from Latin America 

will permit me for just a few more minutes , let me just state 

my view on where we are and where we may be going in one other area 
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friendships are vi tal. We are brot11ers and sisters of this 

hemisphere . \'le belong . to each other. We are a family of 

nations as well as a family o f people. This was so well 

recog~ized by the late President Kennedy who eight years ago 

called for a new concept of relations -- a new alliance, as 

he put it, for progress among the American nations, reversing 

policies of a decade. Here is what he proposed. And the 

words speak for themselves and tell what is our mission and 

our policy. An Alliance of nations with a common interest 

in freedom and economic advance in the great common effort 

to develop the resources of the entire hemisphere. Str.engthen 

the forces of democracy and widen the vocation and education 

opportunities of every person in the ffinericas . A realistic 

program, Ladies and Gentlemen, and one that v1e have been working 

at these past eight years. ill1d the nations of this hemisphere 

have been deeply involved in making this Alliance a living 

fact. And much has been done to achieve economic growth and 

income , to expand production,to imp rove housing, to modernize 

the countryside, to build roads and factories, and powe r plants 

and to enlarge the scope of life and opportunity for the peoples 

of Latin America . Much has been achieved, but as much as has 

been achieved, so much more needs to be done. An~ we better 

better recognize that the Alliance is coming into a new era . 
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With every improvement , there is rising expectations. When 

the poor see hope, t hey b ecome restless. and restlessness i s 

not a sign of decay, but o f life. It is not a sign o f 

despair but of hope. And when I see a nation such as ours 

(VV\..tl . 
in ferment in. the restlessness of our people, I do not say 

t hat it means that it is in the dying stages o f its lif·e, 

but it i s in the living stages of its being. It's beginning 

to understand what can b e done. This relationship o f ours 
o f men 

demonstrated here in ·the persons/on this dais require new 

prior ities, new emphasis and new d epartures. I am going to 

issue a paper not long from now on the whole subject o f our 

relationships with our neighbors in this hemisphere . Bec ause 
passing 

it needs thought in depth . Tonight, I make but a fe\·J ~XR:srin~ 
passing 

just ~XR:SS:XN~ comme nts upon it. In the next decade, thi s 

Alliance must p a ss beyond what we call the era of self-help 

to an era of self-ma n a g ement where it takes cha rge , so to 

speak . \-17e know it will me an a mor e emphatic, clearer , stronger 

definition by Lat in American nations o f their own purposes 

and emphasis in d emocratic development -- and a sharper definition 
nations and the 

o f the course tha t the /pe oples of Latin America must follow. 
a 

Most of all , it will mean/ s t r o nger , more self confide n t Latin 

Amer ica . with whic h we sha l l be coope rating . And I want my 

fellow ci t i zens o f t he Un ite d States to understand t hat a s 

<... 
t hat se l f confiden~~.:;J- Latin America c omes into be i ng, it will ~,.."'- c'-
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Latin P~erica of greater pride, greater independence, a greater 

coree in its voice , in its diplomacy , in its actions. And I 

think all of this is well. Our vision of thi:s hemisphere is 

not a Latin America dominated by the United States. We seek a 

Alliance of free, sovereign· nations, not a collection of client 

states. And our vision is a community of nations , fully 

independent , each with its own identity and dignity . Each w~th , 

its own purpose extending to all of its peoples the promises 

and possibilities of life in the · Twent~eth Century .. Vle know 

that this new era of self management will require further 

modification of the machinery of the Alliance. In a direction 

o f greater multi-lateral decision making. Less of our dominance. 

More of the shar ing of decision making as well as the 

responsibilities. Bu t this does not mean a reduction in the 

level of external capital assistance. Those of us who have 
neither 

champione d the Alliance know that/the United States nor the 

international institutions have ever contributed aid on the 

scale originally planned under the terms of the Alliance for 

Progress. The need for external c apita l and the capacity 

to use it well vast ly exceeds t he present sca l e . And, therefore , 

we shou l d renew our c omnli t .ment to the Alliance by being prepared 

in the dec ade ahead to increase our financial contributions a s 

the capacity to use it develops . Now , on the immediate agenda 
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to b e right down to earth and practical and you're here in 

vlashington, we in thi s c ountry must reverse the dangerous 

action taken recently by the Hous e of Representatives i n 

cutting the Allia.nce for Progress funds in the Aid Authorization 

Bill. It wasn 't enough in the firs t place and to reduce it, 

cripples many a vital program. The full amount requested was 

a fair minimum. Anything l ess would r _epresent a tragic retreat 

from our commitments and a tragic blow to the hopes of millions. 

I remind you that there are some _l essons we ought to learn . 

You will have no peace i n a l and of frustration and poverty . 

How often it is that we .spend billions l ate i n war and weapons 

when we could have spent so much less early in progress and 

development . So, the great cha llenge at home and abroad today 

is this: that rich nations , and poor alike, lies in the fact 

that most people still live in p overty abroad are not part of 

a modern society , do not participate in the political processes 

t hat determine their destinies , and they demand a full share of 

opportunity now . People ~here at home are demanding that 

and people abroad are likewise demanding . Ameri ca is the 

tes ting ground for \ve shall discover whether this generation 

c an come to grips \vith the cris is of world poverty and under-

development . If we can't do i t in this hemisphere , then the 

hope of mankind for any b etter i ife is short a~d indeed fatal. 
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We will discover in Latin America whether poverty, chaos 

and violence can be forestalled to political, economic 

and social development within a democratic frameworJ:<. . . If 

any area offers hope for success in this endeavor, to see whether 
for social progre ~ 

we can have p eac e ful change, a peaceful revolution/ it is Latin 

America. For Latin America is already the most developed and 

the richest of the developing regions of this world. If it can't 

worked there, if our Alliance for Progress turns out to be a 

failure there, then the possibility of d evelopment for develop ing 

nations is remote inde ed. The nations of this Western Hemish phere, 

therefore, working closely together have a chance to enginee r 

the next great breakthrough of freedom, social justice and 

opportunity. And if free men can accomplish ·this in our lifetime , 

then the pain and the suffering we have gone through with war 

and tragedy may well have some purpose and if free men can 

accomplish in our lifetime a p e ace ful, democratic revolution of 

social prog~ess, it will give encouragement and support to the 

cause of peace and democracy throughout the whole world. Pope 

Paul VI said, "Development is the new n ame for p e ace." I mus t 

say in all candor tha t the talk of p eace does not bring it. 

Peace is h a rd work . sacrifice , costly, d e velopment. And if we 

want it, we mu s t pay for i t . Too oft e n, we p ay for what we t h i nk 

will b e peac e wi th blood , men , with munit i ons . r · s ugges t we 
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start to pay the bill for peace with goods, and with services , 

a nd with c apital , and with education, and with health , and with 

social development . That ' s the real road to peace. And this 

was the dream of Bolivar . See the Americas , as he put it , 

fashioned into the greatest region of the world . General , yes , 

but Statesman more. Dreamer and prophet. And here is what 

he said, "The greatest region of the world , not so much by 

v irtue of her area and her wealth , as by her freedom and her 

g lory . " So , tonight, as we celebrate the birthday o f this great 

Latin American of Spanish surname in birth , let it be clearly 

understood -that what we are really doing is celebrating our 

c ommon cause. Because if we can ' t make come true that dream 

o f freedom , that dream of development, that dream of social 

progress , our way with peaceful endeavor , with the reconciliation 

with the cooperation of nation7 then , Ladies and Gentlemen , 

·vL mankind has learned little , and all thaij'call our wealth, culture , 

and our power , is only a symbol of our failure . I c all upon you 
t o these views 

to give careful thought/-- they are an expression not only of 

my mind , but of my heart. I believe that we have a tremendous 

opportunity in this the last third of theTwe ntieth Century. 

I believe t hat we have more to do with than any p eople ever had 

before. I believe that our problems are greater than any ever 

faced before. But our opportunities to solve them are greater. 
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I am going to call upon the res rvoir of . goodness and decency, 
the people of 

capacity of/this land to rise up 

great 
the/knowledge and the great 

and do great things. As a great preacher once said, "In the 

worst of time s, we must do the best things." Arid I think 

these are pretty bad times, and we had better do the best of 

things. 

Thank you very much . 



HHH: 

ADDRESS TO THE INTERNATIO :ti!AL PLATFORM 

~~~~ J1 
ASSOCIATION - / IJI! I 

I sort of have a love affair with teachers. When I was mayor 

of my city I use to tell the parents of my city these teachers out 

here are spending more time with your _children than you are. And 

they are entitled to some decent compensation and they are entitled 

to good facilities. It doesn't do any good for your children to 

have a nice home and then send them off to a rag-tag second class 

school . Let me say that I think you'll never win this war on poverty, 

never win this struggle on deprivation, until we start to put the 

best schools, talented teachers, with the most up-to-da te facilities 

in the worst areas. And might I just close off on this education 

thing by saying to you that there has never been a community that 

has become insolvent ·because of its investme nt in education. The 

leading five hundred corporations revealed in a recent issue of the 

Wall Street Journa l that when they look for a new location to invest 

their capital to bring a new plant, the first thing they looked at 

was the quality of education in the area. If you have good schools, 

well-pa id teachers, fine facilities, modern educational facilities 

and opportunities, you had a good chance of getting a good capital 

inves tment from a large corporation or a large bus iness concern. 

If you had poor schools, you were at the end of the line. And I 

think tha t the corporations know a little bit about what they are 

doing . 

How much more of this ? 

VOICE: We don't want to wear you out. 

HHH: Well , I 'll take o ne more and then I'm going home because I have a 

big day tomorrow. 



VOICE: 

HHH: 

VOICE: 

HHH: 

Do you believe that there should be stronger gun control laws? 

Yes. 

Do you approve of lowering the voting age to 18? 

I surely do and have for 15 years . 

************** 
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