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Self-criticism, as Adlai Stevenson once said, has been 

democracy's secret weapon. 

Today nearly every instit u tion in America -- public and 

private -- is hard pressed by the rapid pace of chan~e -- by 

the unique and healthy American practice of self-criticism 

and dissatisfaction with the status quo . 

All of us recognize the impact of rising expectations --

as we raise our si~hts and standards in building a more just 

and peaceful society. 

Local and state governments conceived in an agrarian 

age stru~gle to cope with the demands of space-age society. 

School boards try to teach Johnny not only the 3 R's, but 

the kind of science and civics he will need i n his prime of 

Jlfe -- in the year 2000 . 

1\nd universities attempt to define a workable and just 

haJance between student power and trustees ' responsibility. 

Our courts ... our penal system ... our police departments . . . 

our social welfare agencies . .. political parties . . . churches ... 

from Wall Street to the airport control towers ... from the 

World Bank to the local credit union . .. the family structure 

itself-- are challen~ed. 

The viability of our free society will be determined by 

our ability to adapt our institutions -- in a sensible and 

order ly way to the demands not only of today but of the 

decades ahead. 

It js not enough merely to declare our willingness to 

adapt to chanp;e. 
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We must summon the vision . . . foresi~ht and coura~e to 

mov e ahead of our times to explore bravely the stren~ths and 

weaknesses of institutions which have been a famJliar and 

comfortable part of our landscape for a long time ... to set 

tar~ets for ourselves. 

Yes, it is time to take char~e of America's future. 

* * * * * 
As one of those hardy some might say foolhardy --

souls seekin~ the nomination of his part~ for President of 

the United States, I have been tryin~ to interpret and think 

throu~h the impact of contemporary events on the institutions 

of democratic government. 

It is clear that even such venerable institutions as 

Congress and the Supreme Court must exhibit the capacity for 

dynamic but a t the same time orderl~ -- chan~e. 

~o it is with the Presidency . 

Our next President must he America's teacher and leader 

e xpressin~ our hi~hest aspirations for justice and peace at 

home and abroad . He must simultaneously be student and follower, 

Jearnin~ from the people of their most profound hopes and thejr 

deep e st concerns. 

Teacher and student ... leader and follower: The Presidency 

demands that both sides of the equation be kept in balance. 

~o ~ravitate toward either ext reme for any period of time invites 

either tyranny or chaos -- oppression or license. 

nur circumstances toda~ call increasin~lv for an Ooen 

Presidenc y : 

--ope n in the sen s e of assurin~ the fullest possible 

us c of that offic e to inform the American people of 

the problems and, even more, the prospects we face . 

--open jn the sense of stimulating the frankest and 

widest possible discussion of America's problems -- both 

inside and outside ~overnment. 
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--open in the sense of marshalling the spirit and 

mobilizing the energies of America to complete 

the attack on urban decay ... illiteracy ... unemployment ... 

disease ... hun~er. 

--open in the sense of greater and more intimate contact 

with all the people. 

Such an Open Presidency will demand a reshaping of 

the Fxecutive Department to make it more responsive to 

individual -- as well as national -- needs. 

First, there must be new channels of communication 

with the President, especially for the outsiders in our 

society -- the people who have been excluded from meaningful 

participation in our national life because of race, poverty, 

~eography, or modern technolo~y and industrialization. 

It i s vitally important that popular involvement 

occur before governmental pro~rams reach Con~ress . And 

there is need for ~reater popular participation in the 

Ex ec utive Department's implementation of Con~ressional 

~cts. 

We should consider establishing Councils of Citizens 

jn the Executive Office of the President and in each 

major executi v e department to promot e the broadest possible 

ran~e of public discuss ion, debate and con s ultation --

the kind of involvement your Postal Forum now affords . 

... Cont'd . 
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Your presence 1n Washington ... your consultation with 

o ffic1al s of ~overnment ... represents preciseJy the k ind 

of di r ect interc han~e necessary to maintain re s nonsive 

and e f fective ~overnment . 

S eco~~ , the Preside nt mu s t enc o urage the new spi rit 

of localism already a t work in thi s country . .. a nd govern

ment ~t ~11 levels must be increasingly onen t o the con

cerns o f the people . 

Nei~hborhood Councils of Citizens should be established 

tn me tropolitan a nd rural are a s . Local decisions have 

nRt ional dimensions . Cjtizens need a place nea r their 

home to speak up , sou nd-off, or s i mply re~ ister their 

opinions. 

The past decade has also tau~ht u s how the challe n~es 

of urban Ji f e . . . of poverty ... of mass education .. . of 

~mnloymen t .. . a r e insufficiently met by governments acti n ~ 

alone, or hy priva te Rctjon if its i mmediate jnterests a r e 

pur~ucd in jsolation from so c iety 's broader v.oals . 

'1'hese problems demand the commitment of society's 

fuJJ rPsources applied in ways whic h produce maximum 

imp~ct --and often these combinations wjll occ ur outsjde 

the estahJ j shed channels of "r:ov ernment ,. or "business." 

. .. Cont ' d . 
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We nrc only beginning to understand the ne w institutions 

a nd p rocedures which can do t he job . But the imaginative use 

of Presidential power can help g uide these new forces in cc nstructive 

and crea tive directions. 

Finally, a National Domestic Policy Council shoul d be 

es tablished in the ~vh i te House to provide the same systematic, 

comprehensive and reliable analysis of domestic problems which 

the National Security Council and its staff now provide on foreign 

policy and national defense issues . 

The establishment of such a council would expand the 

President's capacity to foresee and deal rationally with the 

crush of domestic problems . .to sharpen priorities and identify 

the full implications of alternative domestic policy decisions . 

to determine whether federal programs interlock profitably with 

other governmental and private programs . .to develop measures 

a nd analysis for an annual President ' s Social Report, paralleling 

the a nnual review in today's Economic Report . 

* * * 
The Open Presidency is not just an abstract exercise 

in political theory. It represents the foundation for action 

which can mobilize the American people to deal with the urgent 

age nda before this n~tion. 

Th e next Pre sident must conquer hunger. 

'l'here i s no reason in America -- with unequaled wealth 

a nd agricultural productivity -- for anyone to go hungry. 

It i s immoral to allow some children to suffer from 

ma lnutrition while others in America are concerned about the 

dangers of overeating . 

The next President must realize the full meaning of 

civil rights. 

In the past eight years we have achieved legal emancipation 

for Negro Americans . 
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Now it is time to adopt an agendu of opportunity and 

participation which can bring about real emancipation. 

'l'he next President must assure the right of every American 

to earn a living -- to work and earn. 

Most people want the dignity and the self-respect that 

comes from an honest job. 

It is now within our power to see that everyone who wants 

a job has that job. And for those who cannot support themselves 

because of age, illness, or disability, it is time to provide 

enough help to permit people to lift their heads in self-respect. 

The next President must help assert the right to a full 

education for every American -- from age four through college 

or vocational training -- and the right to grow up in a decent home 

and neighborhood. 

The next President must, once and for all, lead this nation 

in the re-invigoration and renewal of our urban environment through 

a new Marshall Plan for the American City. 

And at the same time he must lead in the building of a rural 

l\mcrica where people can and will be able to earn a decent wage 

for their labor and live a satisfying life, rather than being drive n 

off the farm into a ne w and often hostile environment. 

The next President must provide full protection of the law . 

due process of law . 

neighborhood. 

. and the rule of law in every American 

For government of, by and for the people depends on respect 

for an observance of the law. Violence and lawlessness cannot, 

and must not be condoned in America. 

These arc big goals. 

They will require big commitments -- commitments in money; 

commitments in determination by federal, state and local government . 

by the free institutions of this country . .by every s i ngle person. 

They will be sustained only by a nation unified behind the 

clear vision of a better tomorrow. I am betting my personal future 

that the American people are ready and willing to sustain that Kind of 

vision in 1968. I am betting that the American people are ready to 

take charge of America's future. 

# # # # # # 
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1 HR. HUHPHREY: Thank you very much. Thank you, 

2 Thank you. Thank you very much General Watson. 

3 I see all of these uniforms here tonight and I think 

4 it is perfectly appropriate that on this occasion we address 

5 the Postmaster General as General Watson. He is without a 

6 doubt one of our finest public servants and one of my dearest 

7 friends, and when I see his lovely wife here tonight I am so 

8 glad that he is one of my dearest friends. 

9 (Laughter . Applause.) 

10 Permit me first to congratulate all of those that 

11 have been the recipients of awards, well deserved awards here 
.. 

12 this evening. Permit me also to apologize for coming in as 

13 Mr. Watson indicated, just being saved by the bell, but I did 

14 have a mountain of work that I needed to clear up tonight, and 

15 some visits and conferences that I simply had to have, because 

16 in case some of you haven't heard about it I would like to 

17 make an announcement. 

18 (Laughter.) 

19 The seniority rights of my job are not very good. 

20 (Laughter .) 

21 I have been presently negotiating for a new position. 

22 (Laughter and Applause .) 

23 Tomorrm·' I am going out and talk to some of the 

24 people on the other side of the table in this negotiation, out 

25 to Kansas and out to Uta h, and then out to California, and 
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1 before I left I thought I ought to earn my pay as Vice Presi-

2 dent. I enjoy being both a candidate and Vice President, but 

3 I can tell you it is hard to put them both together under the 

4 same t ime schedule, and tonight I was t rying to do just that. 

5 You h ave had quite a day here. I noted some of the 

6 program and I noted that tonight that you have as your Naster 

7 o f Ceremonies one of America's really great journalist, great 

8 wr iters and authors, Bob Considine, and I know that during 

9 the day YOU have had SOme interesting Speakers and i ndeed 1 

10 even humorous. 

11 I jotted down this little c ard and I think Marvin 
• 

12 will forgive me if I just refer to it; that appearing before 

13 an audience on the s ame day as W. Marvin Watson, who used to 

14 work in the West Wing of the White House, and Liz Carpenter 

15 who still works in the East Wing of the White House, and I 

16 ~hought that my introduction should have been able to clear. 

17 I am the man who works in the nliddle. 

18 (Laughter .} 

19 So, you may identify me just a little bit more appro· 

20 pr i ate ly. 

21 All of the time during my service in the Se nate and 

22 my service as Vice President, I have on occasion suggest to 

23 the Post Office Department forms for commemora tive stamps. 

24 I have not been too successful, I might add, but I have made 

25 sever al sugges tions, and I am going to ·make one tonight. I 
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1 think you have all heard of General Watson 's frugality. He is 

2 a man that believes in the elimination of waste, and rightly 

3 so , and a good deal was written about this while he was at the 

4 ·vhi te House , and his frug a lity "'hile running the Post Off ice 

5 epartment . So , I thought this would be an appropriate forum 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

tonight to annouce that if I am elected President, the new 

jdministration will issue a special Marvin 1·7atson commemorative 

btamp that wi ll be the o ly stamp in all of American history• . 

ill have to provide his own glue . 

(Laughter .) 

It may be just as well , b ecause the post office glue 

12 ~asn't ~proved for fifty years. 

13 (Laughter .) · 

14 There will also be another special stamp that I shall 

15 eco~mend in honor of Liz Carpenter, the warmest and the most 

16 ffectionate government worker this town has seen in a long 

17 ime, and when you lick the Liz Carpenter stamp it kisses you 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 

25 

ack . 

(Laughter .) 

I think I c an say tonight without fear o f contradictio~ 

o other c and idate from either party can make such pledges and 

eliver on them such as I can. 

(Laughter .) 

v7ell, I come to you tonight to talk a li ttle serious 

usiness. I presume upon your time . 
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First of all, we all want to thank you for your 
.0 
N 
.0 2 ,..... 
N service to our government and your service to this country, and 
0 
N 
c 

" 3 3- above all for your faith in it. 
" c 
0 

..c 
4 ~ I am one of the perennial optimist in Nashington for 

5 which I receive my fair share of joshing and criticism, and 

6 most of it in good nature, but that sense of optimism is not 

7 

8 

based upon just a theoretical assumption o f the condition 

. I 
that exist or our Nation's history. It is based upon the 

9 fact of our country ' s heritage, of the record of this people. 

10 I have never been discouraged about America~ I have been 

11 worried, I have been concerned , and I am now , just as you are . 

12 But, I have never had any doubt at all but what we could do 

13 what needed to be done. Everyday in my present political life, 

14 a life which was changed rather drastically, may I say, since 

15 the President's announcement on r-1arch 31, and my announcement 

16 o~ April 27. Nobody compelled me to do that, I want you to 

1? knmv, I just did it on my ovm . 

18 (Laughter .) 

19 I had people say to me,"\vell, Mr . Vice President, 

N 20 do 't you think the country vlants a change? 11 And my answer 0 
0 
0 
N 

u 21 is, want it or not, 
ci 

it will get one . Change is inevitable. 
c' 
0 

The only question is: what kind of change hov1, for \vhat c. 22 c 

:& 
~ 

I happen to be of those Americans that believe 23 purpose. one ul 
::z:: 

.. 24 that the American p e ople are a essentially a progressive people. !? 
v; 
~ 

"' 25 The y do tv ant change and they \,ran t it for what they be lieve to N 
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1 b e the better , and they are not afraid of cha nge. In fact, 

2 they we lcome it and the y encourage it, but they are somet i mes 

3 rig~tly concerned as to how it is achieved. I believe tha t 

4 the test of this na tion i s whe ther or not we can make the 

5 c hanges that these d ays require and tha t this world of ours 

6 demand s, make those changes peacefully and orderly, or whether 

7 they are to b e changes tha t are to be brought about through 

8 violence and e1rough disorder . This is the great test before 

9 this country , and if we in this d emocracy can bring about the 

10 changes whic h we agree u p on as being necessary in an orderly 
• 

11 and indeed in a time ly and order ly fashion, we will have served 

12 humanity as no other society has eve r served and served it v1e l l. 

13 So , I am going to talk to you a little bit about 

14 s ome of the changes that I s ee . I believe the American peop le 

15 want leadership t oday that is steady , constructive. I believe ' 

16 they wa nt peopl e in high office , f ederal state , and local, o r 

17 in public office, that h ave faith and confide nce in our i nsti-

18 tutions and their capacity to adapt to change and, indeed, in 

19 the ir capacity to meet the needs of the people. I believe that 

20 ouL people want a governmen t tha t is conditioned by reason and 

21 r estraint , and yet at the same time is responsible and respon-

22 sive to the needs of the peop le . I do not believe that the 

23 American peopl e want a frenzied emotional outbur s t and call it 

2 4 l eadership, or a frenzied and emotional outburst and c a ll it 

2 5 p a triotism . I think what they really want is steady , firm 
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dedication to the needs of this Republic, and the needs of the 

peop le . 

So, when I speak of change I recognize that even 

such venerable institutions as the Supreme Court and the Con-

gress of the United States exhibit the capacity for dynamic 

and at the same time orderly change, and since I am no longer 

a member of Congress , and I am not an aspirant to the Supreme 

Court or any other court, but have indicated some slight inter- j 

est in the high office of the Presidency, if you bear with me 

I would like to talk to you a little bit about my concept of 

that office. .. 

12 Now, of course~ I have had some advantages. I have 

13 watched, or I have been at least in part associated with four 

14 presidencies in one way or another since President Truman, 

15 President Eisenhower , President Kennedy, and President Johnson. 

16 Three of them were on a more intimate basis because of my parti 

17 san politics 7 but all four of them because of my public office 

18 in the federal government. Three ~erms as United States Sen-

19 ator and one as Vice President. During those years of service 

20 I believe one gets some idea of what this office means at least 

21 from observation and in more recent years from close intimate 

22 association. So, what I have to say about it is not in criti-

23 cism of those who may have occupied it, but in recognition that 

~ 24 the Presidency, like persons, grows. The Presidency, like any 
.n 
~ 25 institution changes. I am not speaking of the President, but 

I 
.I 
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1 ' of t he office itself, and how it should be designed, how it 

2 should be constructed in a sense to meet the needs of this 

3 Republic. 

4 Here is how I see it. Our President must first of all 

5 be America 's teacher and leader, expressing our highest aspira_-

6 tions for justice and pea ce both at home and abroad. He must 

7 simu ltaneously be student and follo\-7er, learning from the people, 

8 lear ning of the ir most profound hopes and their deepest sorrows. 

9 I have watched , observed, and been associated with men in that 

10 high office who have been the leader and teacher, student and 

11 follower . I have seen them grow tired and old, a nd strbng and 

12 

13 

14 

brave as the y sensed the hopes and the aspirations and the fear s! 

and the conce rns of the people of this nation. Yes, teacher and 

student , leader and follower, the Presidency demand s that both 

15 sides of the equation be kept in balance, to gravitate tmvards 

16 ei ther extreme for any period of time invites trouble, either 

17 tyranny or chaos, oppression or bias. 

18 Now, our circumstances today call increasingly for 

19 what I have termed the open presidency. I have bee n asked what 

20 do I mean by this, and tonight I should like to sha re my though t s 

21 with you about it. Open in the ~ense of assuring t he fullest 

22 possib le use of that office to inform the America n people of 

23 t he problems , and even more the prospects that we f ace . That's 

~ 24 being the teacher and the leader. Open in the sens e of stimu-
v; 

25 l ating the franke st and the v-lides t di scussion of America 's 
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1 problems , both inside and outside the government, teacher and 

2 l eader . Open in the sense of bolstering the spirity and mobi l-

3 izing the resources, the energies of America to con t inue and 

4 hopefully to complete the attack on the problems that we know 

5 so well that are staring at us, glaring at us, urban decay, 

6 illiteracy, unemployment, disease, yes, even hunger, and open 

7 in the sense of greater and more intimate contact with the 

8 people. Maybe that is wha t we mean by student and follower. 

9 Now, such an open presidency will, I think, demand 

10 at least in some way, in some degree, a reshaping of the exe-

11 cutive department to make it more responsive to individual as 

12 . well as national needs . Let me again explain, first I think 

13 there needs to be new cha nnels of communication with the Pre-

14 sident, especially for outsiders in our society, · the people who 

15 have been excluded from meaningful participation in our nationa 

16 life because of race, poverty, or geography, or even modern 

17 technology and industrialization. If there is any one thing 

18 that I sense in America that is contributing to ~orne of the 

19 fru s tration and some of the unrest, is the . individual, the 

20 individual, student or adult, senses that some ho\'T or other they 

21 are not being noticed, that they may not count, that the system 

22 is too big, too automated . Universities have thousands of 

23 students, classrooms of thousands of students. The student 

24 never really ever meets the professor that he dreamed of knowin 

25 unti l he is in graduate school, if even then. He receives his 
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1 grades on a computer card and you a s parents frequently can't 

2 make t hem out. I will never forget the fi rst time I received 

3 the grades of my young son. I sent t hem back to the president 

4 of t he unive rs ity and s a id , "Please explain to me \>!hat this 

5 punch hole t hing means . I didn't send my student to your 

6 university to ge t a card that's got a lot of holes in it, tell 

7 me is it A, B, C, D, E, or F." Well, he told me it Nas a 

8 differ -nt period of time in \vhi c h he \vas living nm'' · But, 

9 stude nts today sense this remoteness , big labor, big busine ss, 

10 b ig government, big university, individuals therefore , litera ll 

11 c rying out to be recogni zed , land some of them becoming rathei. 

12 mean abou t it. Occasiona lly they are bumping into you and 

13 kicking you a nd say~ng , "Remember me. Here I am. I count . " 

14 So, I think lthis ma t ter of conta cts, of communica tion is abso~ 

15 l ute ly essential, particularl~ · for a healthy d emocratic 

16 sys tem . 

17 I also believe tha t it is vi tally important thc.t 

18 popular involvement occur , take place b e fore gove rnmental 

19 programs rea ch Congres s, and there is a need for greater popu-

20 l ar participation in the executive department's i mp lementa tion 

21 of congressiona l acts . Therefor e , I have suggested that we 

22 consider e stablishing councils of citizens in the executive 

23 office of the Pres ident , and in each major executive d epar t-

24 ment to p r omote the broades t possible range of public discus-

25 sion, d e bate and consultation , the kind of involvement tha t 
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2 

your postal forum now affords on this occasion. But, it needs 1 
govern 

I 
· to be institutionalized in a sense. Every d e partme nt of 

3 ment has a congressional liai son officer. I think the time is 

4 fast coming , it is now here, when every department of the 

5 government needs to have a council of citizens to be fully 

6 aware not only of what citizens are writing to you about , but 

7 also what they are thinking about. This function is often 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

performed today by members of the Congres s, who I think are 

keenly awar~ of the public needs and the public attitudes, and 

this often builds a gulf between the executive branch and the 

Congress because one may be behind the other. Too frequently 

the mail complaints that come to an executive office, and I 

have been in one, never get to the one that can do something 

about it, and that's \-lhy the mails are floode d to the members 

of the Congress and the congressman ~~comes the omnibusman, 

the man that ans\-lers all the multitude and multiplicity of 

ques tions, that seeks to do all the little favors and the press 

writes of him as a chore boy. There is nothing wrong _in servin

1

. 

the -people, ladies and gentlemen in a democracy . It is a high 

honor to a member of the Congress of the United States to be j 

t erreed that he serves the people , and that we call it doing thel 

c hores for the constituenc y. What is their better to do than 

to have been known t o have served when that's what you were 
23 'I 
24 

j elected for, at least in part? 

25 

I 
.I 

Secondly , the Presidency, as I see it, could 
I 

encouragr, 

I 
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1 and I think must , this new spirit of locali sm , volunteerism , 

2 already at work in this country. The government at all l evels , 

3 in othe r \.;ords , must become increasingly open to the concerns 

4 of the people. Neighborhod councils of citi2ens should and 

5 c ould be established in metropolitan and rural areas. Local 

6 d ecisions have national dimensions, citizens need a place to, 

7 near their homes to speak up, to sound off, or simply register 

8 t heir opinions . It used to be in the county courthouse when 

9 mos t government activity was local, but today so much of the 

10 government policy and activity is national that there needs to 

11 be a system designed for people, if for no reason at all but 

12 to vent their fury, to express their feelings, to speak up and 

13 s ound off. • 

14 The past decade has also t .aught us how the challenges 

15 or urban life, of mass education , of employment are insuffici-

16 ently met by governments acting alone or by private action 

17 alone , if its immediate interests are pursued in isolation from 

18 s6ciety 's broader goals. This is another way of saying there 

19 i sn 't a single problem that confronts this natio~, including 

20 ~ 2 problem of postal service , that can be handled by ei ther 

21 private industry or government alone. Surely, transportation 

22 c an't , surely the problem can't, the problem of mass corunun i-

23 cation c annot. There isn't a single pioblem of any dimension 

24 t hat doesn 't require a working partnership with respect for the 

25 autonomy of the ieveral partners . If we ever hope to seek 

I . ,-
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I 
1 solutions these problems demand the commitment of society ' s f ull 

2 resource s , and people of a f ree enterprising economy and a fr ee 

3 nation with what we call self gove rnment , we had be tter learn 

4 how to bring to b ear the full power of our resources upon a part 

5 o f it or upon an objective through a voluntary system a nd t hroug 

6 a governmental and private system such as we have, or we are 

7 going to start to lose out to those systems that c an bring to 

8 bear the full res ources of their economy through what we call 

9 statism or state c apitalism. 

10 I happen to think our system is the workab le one, the 

11 b e tter one , the more humane one, and I want to have the design, 

12 the systems of management that meets the complex problems of 

13 today , so I 
• 

s a y we demand the full commitment of resources . 

14 Often the se combinations will occur outside of estab lished 

15 channels of governme nt of business. We are only beginning to 

16 understand the new institutions and procedures \-Thic h can do the 

17 job . 

18 Nmv, I know there have bee n new proposals for the 

19 Post Of fice Department. They can neither be accepted nor 

20 rejec t e d out of hand. I will only say this, that there isn't 

21 a sing l e mode rn corporation today that has not redesigned its 

22 management technique. Host of them are enga ged in what they 

23 c a ll systems analysis, t r ying to find out ways to bring together 

24 

25 

a ll of the great resources tha t are necessary for any g r.eat 

the Spac e I a c hi e vement. One thing I have l earned as Chairman of 
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have tried to learn, I should say, at least I have obse rved , 
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0 3 3. how you harness many of . the resources of Amer ica under one 

" c 
0 

..c 4 a. management without the loss of identity or autonomy of any of 

5 the single parts, how private industry, the university, the 

6 scientist in the scientific co~munity, thefinancial community, 

7 thE:: government community are all brought together to put one 

8 astronaut in flight. Private industry alone couldn't do it, 

9 government alone could not do it, the university alone could 

10 not do it, the largest bank alone could not do it, a single 

11 scientist or a group of scientist could not do it, but bringing 

12 them together in some syncronized,harmonized management system 

13 gets the job done. • 

14 Now, l adies and gentlemen , if we can create a decent 

15 and wholesome environment for an astronaut in outer space, in 

16 a.machine built by man on earth with the prn~er generated by a 

17 machine built on earth, then I would suggest that we try to 

18 start to apply the same kind of management techniques, the 

19 same kind of innovative, thoughtful, creative management to 

20 getting the j ob done here on earth for our own p eople . If you 

2 1 can give a man a safe environment on the moon, you ought to be 

22 able to give it to him in your home town. 

2 3 (Applause.) 

24 So, we are going to have to think out loud now on 

~ 2 5 hm" we are going to do this job. One thing I have ah1ays b e e n 
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1 heware of, and I have l earned to be somewhat concerned about 

2 and I will say beware , is \llhen someone comes with a pat formula 

3 how ·to run government . You know what Winston Churchhill said 

4 
I 

about democracy, and I think if y ou remember nothing else tonig\t 

5 that I say , remember this. He said the worst possible form of 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

government, the worst possible form of government is a democracr 

except all others. 

(Applause. ) 

It's just a simple way of saying that it's difficult 

to govern, difficult to get any kind of consensus, difficult to 

poll the many different points of view together in a free 

12 society. Theodore Roosevelt once said that the combined wisdom 

13 and judgment of the people, th~ majority of the people was 

... 
14 superior to that of any select minority , and I agr e e with him. 

15 The aggregate , combined judgment and \·lisdom of the people is 

16 superior to that of any select minority of the people. Those 

17 are arguments of fai th to me that can only be authenticated 

18 through ones observation and , indeed, I believe his mvn faith 

19 in those arguments. 

20 Now, finally, I happen to believe that we need a 

21 nationa l domestic council. I believe that it should be a 

22 basic part of our governmental structure to provide the same 

23 systematic, comprehens ive and reliable analysis of domestic 

24 problems which the national security council and its staff 

~ 25 I now provide on foreign policy and national defense issue s in 
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1 c ooperation with the Commander i n Chief, because our President 

2 is a unique man, who~ever he may be. No other officer in 

J 3 government has as many r esponsibilities . He is head of his 
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5 o fficer , he is commander in chief of the armed forc es , and he 

6 i s the chief spokesman of the na t ion in foreign affairs. Five, 

7 five basic responsibilities that one man must perform, and in 

8 every o ther goverr®ent and every other structure, those are 

9 divided, but not in the Presidency of the United States . There 

10 f ore , he needs , as time ha v demonstrated , _these many arms tha t 

11 reach out, like the counci 1 of Dconomic l>.dvisor.s , the Bureau of 

12 the Budget, t he National Security Council, and I h appen to 

~ 

1 3 bel i eve that in the days ahead as we f ace this urban crisis, 

14 as we face the problem of race relations , as \ 'le f ace the grow in 

15 population , as we f ace the crisis in rural America, and there 

16 is one , that we are going to need a national domestic po licy 

17 council. And the establishment o f such a council wou ld expand 

18 t he president 's c apacity to see and deal rationally with the 

19 crush and the crunch of domestic problems, to sharpen the 

20 priority . You can't do everything at o nce , and to i dentify 

21 the full implications o f alternative domestic policies and 

22 decisions to d etermine whether federal progiams interlocked 

2 3 profitably with other governmental and private programs , .and 

24 to develop measures and analysis for an annual President 's 

25 social report , paralleling the annua l review in today 's 
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1 economic report. We need early warning systems in this country, 

2 not on ly on the economy , but on its social structure. Now , we 

3 ought not to get it piecemeal, from one professor at one univer-

4 sity, or one self-appointed militant group over here, or one 

5 excellent reputable group in beb1een. Somehow, some\·Jay this 

.. 
6 information must be brought into an objective analytical form, 

7 and I believe that it can be done and it need s to be done. 

8 So, that open presidency that I speak of is not just 

9 an abstract exercise in political theory . It represents the 

10 foun ation for action or at l east for action at the times 

11 nee d e d as we fac e this great per iod of change, to deal Hi th the 

12 urgent agenda before this nation, and just quickly, that agenda 

13 is going to need your help if it's going to be achieved . Govern 

~ 14 ment in a democracy is no better than the people that make it, 
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15 support it, and e lect it. 

16 Sometimes I have felt that those who are our critics, 

17 and we are generally own critics as well, might do well as they 

18 c riticize either the nation, its social o r its economic structur 

19 o r its government , just to put a big mirror over the \-.'hole 

20 country and look up and see what 's v1rong , because remember, 

21 there is no single nation on the fact of this earth in which 

22 there is broader participation by the people in what we seek to 

2 3 

24 

~ 25 a dir ty f ace , look into the mirror , it may be your f a c e . It 
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1 may even be yours because of apathy, indifference, or even 

2 negative action . 

3 That next president, ,.,hoever he is, and I \vou ld like 

4 to predict , that there are no prophets by the name of Humphrey 

5 in either the Old or the New Testament, and I have che cked it 

6 out very carefully. 

7 (Laughter .) 

8 If you '.-lOU ld like to have a private word \•Ji th .me 

9 l ater on as to whom it think that should be I will be outside 

10 eithe r door. I am capable of shuttling back and forth rather 

11 r apid ly. 

12 (Laughter. ) 

13 That next president mus t face in this country, believe 

14 it or not, in the most affluent, the richest country in the 

15 world , the problem of hunger, because there is if not hunger , 

16 malnutrition. It is not the fault of the president, but the 

17 president is frequently branded for things for which he is not 

18 at fault and he asked to try to bring forth ~emedies. There is 

19 no r eason in America, with unequaled \vealth and agriculture 

20 productivity for anyone to go hungry. There surely is no 

21 r eason in this country for some people to be on a diet and 

22 some babies to be un~ernourished. We have simply got to find 

23 a way to correct that. 

24 (Applause .) 

25 Let•s not be misunderstood . Let me say we have made 
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1 great strides to c orrect that i m.ba lance . One of t he problel71.S 

2 that a man h as these days as he speaks to his fello~ citizens 

3 i s that most of our messages s eem crit i c a l, and I am not one 

4 t hat believ es that alpha and omega started wi th Hubert Humphrey 

5 or with myself. I believe that this country is a continuity, 

6 a~d . I believe tha t the political processes of this government 

7 i n this country r eprese n t s co tinuity. I believe t~at we build 
' . 

8 o n , and add on, vle approve and adapt, i mprove and adapt,. modify 

9 a nd c hange; we seldom destroy, remove or obliterate . ~~ are 

10 s ort of like the way we built our home out in Minnesota . So~e-

11 b cdy asked me, "Ne ll, ~tlhat's its design? 11 I said , "A series of 

12 p a ios which my wife talked rne into enclosing ." 

13 (Laughter. ) 

14 You know she gets you out there and you g e t screens 

15 f o= a \·T:ti le, you get some cemen t down or terazzo o r ;,or'2 thing 

16 and then she says, "Don't you think we ought to get it e nclosed, 

17 a nd then we ought to winterize it," and the next thi~g you knm·J 

18 you · hcve a sort of a rambling structure that you c :.:tll your home, 

19 and maybe yours isn't like that, maybe yours is better p lanned, 

20 but i n a free society like ours, even programs i n governmen t 

21 tal:e on t hat kind of an i mag e . 

22 The nex t president must see the full mean ing of what 

23 e have talked ab out so generally calle d civil rights . In the 

~ 24 past eight years we have achieved.--
.;; 

25 (Applause. ) 
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I In the past eight years we have ac ieved incredible 

breakthroughs . We have achieved legal emancipation for million · 

of our people, and particularly our Negro Amer icans, the black 

man. Now , it is time to a dopt an agenda of opportunity a nd 

participation which can bring about real emancipation. Really 

I can ask this question tonight in good faith; What does it 

really mean to a man to have equal employment opportunity l e gis 

la tion i f he is illiterate , unskilled , unemployable, and no 

job? So, we need to t ake wha t we c a ll civil rights and change 

it int o civil practices and lend real meaning to it. That's 

what I mean by opportunity . The nex t President of the United 

States must assure the right of every American to earn a living 

to work, and to earn. There are jobs to do in this country 

and people are needed to do them . There is work und one in 

Americ a and t.vork to ve done. I happen to think that most 

peop le want the dignity and the self respect that come s from a 

meaningful, hones t job, and I think it is nm1 within our power 

in this economy to s e e that everyone who wants a job has tha t 

job and that those who cannot suppor t themselves because of 

age, illness, or disability, it is time to provide enough help 

to p ermit those people to lift thei r heads in self respec t and 

dignity . A nation as rich as this should be ashamed to do any-

thi ng less, and I call u p on you to h e lp us get it done. 

(Applause .) 

I am not talking about a job simply in government . 



...... 
N 
0 
N 
e 

" .$ .. 
c 
0 
~ 
Q. 

....1 
:::> 
< 
0.. 

21 

1 Six out of every seven jobs are in the private sector. I am 

2 talking about jobs in this free enterprise economy of ours, and 

3 I am talking about being willing to make the investments in 

4 training and job placement, in all that comes and all that is 

5 required to take some so-called hard core unemp loyed and make 

6 them employable. This is going to be a real test. 

7 {Applause.} 

8 { am happy to t e ll you that we have proven that it 

9 can be done. This year when President Johnson announced his 

10 jobs program and in cooperation with the National Alliance of 

11 Businessmen, with the private sector taking on the main task 

12 and government helping to finance those extraordinary cost, 

aCl 13 \•Te have made an impact . \'le are going to be hiring this year 
0 

"' < 
3 14 and finding jobs this year , ladies and gentlemen for over 

('j 
0 g 
<'I 

~ 
0 

15 800 thousand deprived young people. We will find jobs for 

16 t~enager s in this country from poor families for better than 

17 a million and a half , and will find many jobs, over 300 thou-

18 sand of them this year , for the hard-core adult unemp loyed , 

19 men and wome n that never before earned a dollar . 

20 I have got to tell you a story about that , and it 

21 actua lly took place do\>m in New Orleans , about one of our train -

22 ing programs, and I believe it was attached to the Loyola Pro-

I 
23 gram at Loyola University. A woman had a great deal of trouble 

24 She had been in all sorts of trouble, she was a woman of about 

25 30 years of age. She had several children, no man in the 
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house, and there was all kinds of t roub le. She had neve r been 

able to have a job, she had never earned a living. She was on 

relief and she was brought into one of these traini ng programs 

and everybody said it would be hopeless , but she s tuck it out . 

She stayed with it, and after the tra ining program, and this i s 

a fac t ual story, after the training program which lasted some 

three or four months, she was able to get a job at a medical 

publishing company in New Orleans, and after the first two 

weeks she got a check. She came back to her teacher, to her 

instructor and she said, "Look at this." She said, "This is 

the first time I have ever s een a check that I have earned 

with my name on it. 11 She said, "I'm so proud. 11 "Oh," she 

s a id, "I'm just so proud." She was e motional abou'c it and the 

teacher s a id, ~~~ve ll, this is just the beginning. Nm·7 stick 

with it." A little bit later , another month or so c arne by and 

she said, "Look at this che c k ." She said, "There is a stub on 

that that I didn't notice last time and it's got all sorts of 

little numbers out here. It says FS, deduct, withhold," and 

she said , "Wha t does that all mean." And the instructor said, 

"Why, my d ear , those are taxes , social security, withholding , 

dif ferent kinds of taxes ." "Oh, 11 she said, "You know , I have 

nev e r ever paid taxes before in my life." She s a id, "I f e el 

like I am a real citizen ." She was so h appy and he was proud. 

About three months later she c arne back in and she said , "You 

know something?" She said , "This government of ours spends 
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1 too much money. Look at a ll these taxes I pay here." 

2 Ladies and gentlemen, that 's what I mean by rehabili-

3 tation. 

4 (Laughter .) 

5 There is a good healthy, wholesome, thoroughly one 

6 hundred percent American attitude. A person that is on the 

7 j ob , earning money, paying taxes, enjoying the work and com-

8 plaining about the taxes. That 's the way it ought to be. 

9 Whether it ought to be or not, that's the way it is. 

10 (Laughter.) 

11 NoH, that next president must help assert the right 

12 that we are see king now to establish , to a full education for 

13 every American, from age 4 to the highest capacity of that 

14 person to absorb education , college if possible, for vocational 

15 or advance training in many instances, and the right to grow up 

16 ih a decent home and neighborhood. 

17 I was in Harlem New York yesterday morning. I don't 

18 know how many of you have been there. The immediate impression 

19 that you get is, "My, this is dirty." Litter on the stree·:.:, 

20 and then I stopped to think that there were more pe ople in 

21 one block in Harlem than lived in the whole county that I lived 

22 in as a boy , more people in one block. There were more people 

23 in one tenement house than in the tmvn that I \vent through high 

24 school and grade school,in one block of tenement houses. Is it 

~ 25 any wond e r that there is garbage on the street? I see garbage 

. I 

I 
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1 on the street \•There there is only one family, occasionally in 

2 middle income neighborhoods,and what is more the garbage i s 

3 always in this area that I see here in the front of the buildin~s . 

4 Back in my part of the country we had alleys where you could 

5 put t he garbage , and many of you have disposals, ·and then we 

6 stand in judgment and say, "Look." The density of population 

7 is a thousand times greater than in the average neighborhood 

8 block \·lith people that are illiterate, many of the.. like 

9 r efugees , some of them migrated from the rural areas of America, 

10 came with no industrialization, no industrial exper ience, littl 

11 or no education , like strangers to a foreign land. Ladies and 

12 gentlemen , the compassion of this nation reaches to the world 

13 but I happen to be one of thos e Americans that believes that 

14 the only way we will ever be able to demonstrate to the world 

15 that ,.,e really care about people far away , and that we can help 

16 them in places far a\'1ay , is \·lhen \>le demonstrate that '"e care 

17 about people close at home. 

18 (Applause .) 

19 I have set out a pretty big order for whomever takes 

20 on this job, and the man \'7ho has it noH has a massive order. 

21 That president must once and for all leqd his nation in the 

22 revitalization and the renewal of our urban environment. 

23 Seventy percent of the people live there nmv; bventy years 

24 from now eighty-five percent of the people will be living in 

25 t he cities, and we have to make our cities livable institutionl ' 

I 
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or they will beoome the battleground and the graveyard of this 

deorr.cracy. There is no choice. We simply have to do it. 

Nmv, that next pres ident must also provide above all, 

in coopera t ion with the other agencies of government and the 

other offices of governmen t , state and local, .the full protec-

tion of the law. I happen to be one that believes that the 

Americ a n people are weary of lawlessness and of the violence 

and they want an end to it. 

(Applause .) 

No president can do this alone. He is not the law 

h e re and 

e nforcement office r of state and local government, bu t b ecause j 
of the changes in this country of ours and the fermen~ that is 

the restlessness, it is i mperative that the 1nstrument 

al ity of government be coordinated as never before to a ssure 

what this nation stands for above all: Life, the protection of 

l i f e, life, liberty , and the pursu i t of happiness that our 

fou nd i ng fathers, which means life that is meaningful , life 

tha t is rich and full, that is hopeful, and above a l l , life 

a nd life is in danger, in this country, in some p laces . There 

i s a l ack of safety on our. streets, and every governmental 

o =f i cer has a solemn obligation to lead the people in respect 

f or the law, to seek observance of the law, and to stand 

mightily and fearlessly in the enforcement of the l a\v , or there 

c a n be no law. 

(Applause. ) 
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1 II Due process of law arid the rule of law in every 

2 American neighborhood , for government of, by , and for the 

3 people depends on respect for the observance of the la\v. As 

4 Abraham Lincoln once said, we must teach our young, our 

5 children, respect for the law. Ladies and gentlemen, I doulbt 

6 that it has been done well and enough. Violence and lawlessnes · 

7 cannot and must not be condoned in America because there is no 

8 progress with it. The first victims of violence are the poor 

9 themselves, and then ultima tely all hope for progress breaks 

10 down. The perpetrators of violence are the allies of the 

11 reactionaries. Those who seek to do nothing and the perpetra-

12 tors of violence are the allies of backwardness, and those who 

13 condone it aid and abet the enemies of this country. 

1 4 (Applause. ) 

15 Those are big goals that I have been talking about 

16 tonight and they are not goals of suppression or oppression, 

17 but goals of progress, of forward movement, of health, of 

18 education, of a better life, of a better home, of a better 

19 neighborhood, of a better job and all wiftin our means, every-

20 one of them, because each and every one produc~s its own 

21 dividends, each inves tment adds its ovm profits, and just as 

22 you cannot build a better world by sitting idly by and permit-
1 

2 3 ing aggression to run wild, so you cannot build a better Americ l, 

24 by sitting by and letting crime and lawlessness run wild . 

25 That's \vhat I am trying to say, that I \'Jant a bette r America, 
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1 I want it peacefully. 

2 (Applause .) 

3 Nm·T, these will r equire big cof.'l.mi tments . I didn 't 

4 come here to ask you to take it easy. As a matter of fact, 

5 \ve had better gear ourselves up for the biggest struggle of 

6 our lives. This country needs a moral commitment. If there 

7 is any one thing that I believe has caused this great diffi-

8 culty about the struggle in Vietnam is that too few people 

9 have been required to make any sacrifice about it. 

10 (Applause. ) 

11 To few. 

12 (Applause .) 

13 The men on the battlefield have sacrificed, some of 

14 them everything, the supreme sacr ifice, their families have 

15 sacrificed, but literally hundreds and thousands of us haven't 

16 even s acrificed, until this recent surtax, one dime, much 

17 less one inconvenience. I think that A_rnerica \·7ants to be 

18 challenged. I think that i~ a basic goodness in this country . 

19 I think there is a frustration too, and I believe that we have 

20 to challenge the Jl.merican people to do the thing that needs to 

21 be done here at home as never before, we know when we make that 

22 challenge and raise it, that like the men that fought for this 

23 Republic and its independence, we pledge our lives, our fortune., 

24 and our sacred honor, because if we pledge less we will lose. 

25 If we pledge all, I think we can win . You see, I am betting 

. I 
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my personal future that the Jl.Jncrican peopl e are ready and 

will.ing to sustain the kind of leadership and vision that I 

_av8 outl ined here tonight , and I am betting that t he l'u-ner ican 

f: ':Op le are ready to take charge of America's future. I am 

b e tting that the American people have faith in thems e lves , and 

I am betting that the American People wil l not turn to thos e 

who turn down this country by deed or \\'ord. I think the 

.~erican people are put their faith and trust in the l e&dership 

a nd in the people 'idho say, "Let's build a t0tter .n.raerica , \ve 

love what we have, \·le love it so much that ' :Je want to make it 

bette r and better for more and more people." T~-:at ' s my cree d. 

Thank you very much. 

(Thereupon the _hearing in the above entitled ~atter 

\vas cone luded.) 



· Thank you for your kind introduction. However , appearing before an 

audience that has on the same day heard from both Marvin Watson -- who used 

to work in the West Wing of the White Hous e --and Liz Carpenter who still works 

in the East Wing of the White House -- I thought my introduction should have 

been a little clearer. I am the man who wants to work in the middle. 

"''"" .. r ..... , ... .. , ..... , ...... , ... 
I know you have all heard of General Watson 1 s frugality while he was at 

the White House and his frugality while running the Post Office. 

So , I thought this would be an appropriate forum to announce that if I am 

elected President, the new administration will issue a special Marvin Watson 

commemorative stamp -- it will be the only stamp in all American history where 

the user will have to provide his own glue. 



There will also be a special stamp in honor of Liz Carpenter, the 

warmest, most affectionate government worker this town has seen in a 

long time. When you lick the Liz Carpenter stamp, it kisses you back. 
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As a result of the confusion in communications last ~ear aboard the 

U.S. S. Independence, l 1m sure you all noticed the firm and decisive action 

taken by President Johnson . Having determined that Marvin Watson could not 

be counted on to deliver telegrams, he put him in charge of delivering mail. 

ln ' that department, as you know, the only factors that prevent delivery are 

snow, rain , heat and gloom of night. 

# # # 
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Self-criticism, as Adlai Stevenson once said, has been 

democracy's secret weapon. 

Today nearly every institution in America --public and 

private --is hard pressed by the rapid pace of change --by the 

unique and healthy American practice of self-criticism and 

dissatisfaction with the status quo. 
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All of us recognize the impact of rising expectations-

as we raise our sights and standards in building a more just 

and peaceful society. 

Local and state governments conceived in an agrarian age 

struggle to cope with the demands of space-age society. 

School boards try to teach Johnny not only the 3 R's, but 

the kind of science and civics he will need in his prime of life-

in the year 2000. 

And universities attempt to define a workable and just 

balance between student power and trustees• responsibility. 

Our courts •.. our penal system .•. our police departments 

..• our social welfare agencies ... political parties •.• churches 

•.. from Wall Street to the airport control towers ... from the 

World Bank to the local credit union ..• the family structure 

itself --are challenged. 
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The viability of our free society will be determined by 

our ability to adapt our institutions --in a sensible and 

orderly way -- to the demands not only of today but of the 

decades ahead. 

~tis not enough merely to declare our willingness to 

adapt to change. 

j:, We must summon the vision ..• foresight and courage 

to move ahead of our times --to explore bravely the strengths 

and weaknesses of institutions which have been a familiar and 

comfortable part of our landscape for a longtime •.• to set 

targets for o u rse I ve s. 

Yes,Lt'fs=.ake charge of America's future. 

* * * 
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As one of those hardy -- some might say fool hardy -

~eeki ng the nomination of his party for President of 

the United States, I have been trying to interpret and think 

through the impact of contemporary events on the institutions 

of democratic government. 

It is clear that even such venerable institutions as 

Congress and the S umpreme Court must exhibit the capacity 

for dynamic --but at the same time orderly --change. 

So it is with the Presid 

Our .,.:t President must be America's teacher and 

leader --expressing our highest aspirations for justice and 

peace at home and abroad. He must simultaneously be student 

and follower, learning from the people of their most profound 

hopes and their deepest concerns. 
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(/tt> • Teacher and student ••. leader and follower: The 

Presidency demands that both sides of the equation be 

kept in balance. To gravitate toward either extreme for 

any period of time invites either tyranny or chaos --.., 

oppression or I icense. 

Our circumstances today call increasingly for • ~ti.t~.J. . ~ 
Open Presidency: 

--open in the sense of assuring the fullest possible 

use of that office to inform the American people of the problems 

and, even more, the prospects we face. 

--open in the sense of stimulating the frankest and -.......= ;: 
widest possible discussion of America's problems --both 

inside and outside government. 

--open in the sense of marshalling the seirit and 
~ --

mobilizing the energies of America to complete the attack 

on urban decay •.• illiteracy ••. unemployment •.• disease .•. 

hunger. 
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-- open in the sense of greater and more inti mate 

Such an Open Presidency will demand a reshaping 

of the Executive Department to make it more responsive to 

individual -- as well as national-- needs . 
.._.,;~-~,; 

First, there ra.ibe new channels of communication 

with the President, especially for the outsiders in our society --

the people who have been excluded from meaningful participation 

in our national life because of race, poverty, geography, or 

modern technology and industrialization. 

It is vitally important that popular involvement occur 

before governmental programs reach Congress. And there is 

need for greater popular participation in the Executive Department's 

implementation of Congressional Acts. 
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We should consider establishing Councils of Citizens 

in the Executive Office of the President and in each major 

executive department to promote the broadest possible range 

of public discussion, debate and consultation --the kind of 

involvement your Postal Forum now affords. 

Your presence in Washington ... - your consultation with 

officials of government ... represents precisely the kind of 

direct interchange necessary to maintain responsive and 

effective government. 

/.l.econd, the President must encourage the new spirit 

of localism already at work in this country ... and government 

at all levels must be increasingly open to the concerns of the 

people. 
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~~ 
Ne .. i g~h..;.b~o r_h_.oo._d .. c..-o .. u .. n ... ci._l s_o-.f ... C-.it .. i z-.e n s s ho ul d~' be es tab I is hed 

in metropolitan and rural areas. Local decisions have national 

dimensions. Citizens need a place near their home to speak up, 

sound-off, or simply register their opinions. 

l,rhe past decade has also taught us how the challenges of 

urban life •.• of poverty .•. of mass education .•• of employment 

.•. are insufficiently met by governments acting alone, or by 

private action if its immediate interests are pursued in isolation 

from society's broader goals. 

These problems demand the commitment of society's full 

resources applied in ways which produce maxi mum impact --

and often these combinations will occur outside the established 

channels of 11govern me nt11 or ''business. 11 
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We are only beginning to understand the new institutions 

and procedures which can do the job. But the imaginative use 

of Presidential power can help guide these new forces in constructive 

and creative directions. 

Finally, a National Domestic Policy Council should be 

established in the White House to provide the same systematic, 

comprehensive and reliable analysis of domestic problems which 

the National Security Council and its staff now provide on foreign 

policy and national defense issues. 

The establishment of such a council would expand the 

President's capacity to foresee and deal rationally with the crush 

of domestic problems ••• to sharpen priorities and identify the full 

implications of alternative domestic policy decisions •.• to determine 

whether federal programs interlock profitably with other governmental 

and private programs ..• to develop measures and analysis for an 

annual President's Social Report, paralleling the annual review 

in today's Economic Report. 
* * * 
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The Open Presidency is not just an abstract exercise 

in political theory. It represents the foundation for action 

which can mobilize the American people to deal with the urgent 

agenda before this nation. 

The next President must conquer hunger. 

There is no reason in America --with unequaled wealth 

and agricultural productivity-- for anyone to go hungry. 

w 
The next President must r eaiQe the full rHeani ng of 

civil rights. 

1 n the past eight years we have achieved legal emancipation 

for Negro Americans. 

Now it is time to adopt an agenda of 9pportun!ty and 

participation which can bring about real emancipation. 
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The next President must assure the right of every 

American to earn a living --to work and earn. 

Most people want the dignity and the self-respect that 

comes from an honest job. 

It is now within our power to see that everyone who 

wants a job has that job. And for those who cannot sup port 

themselves because of age, ill ness, or disability, it is time 

to provide enough help to permit people to lift their heads in 

self-respect. 

The next President must help assert the right to a full 

education for every American --from age four through college 

or vocational training --and the right to grow up in a decent 

home and neighborhood. 



- 12-

The next President must, once and for all, lead this 

nation in the re-invigoration and renewal of our urban 

environment through a new Marshall Plan for the American 

City. 

And at the same time he must lead in the building of a 

rural America where people can and will be able to earn a decent 

wage for their labor and live a satisfying life, rather than being 

driven off the farm into a new and often hostile environment. 

The next President must provide full protection of the 

law ... due process of law ... and the rule of law in every 

American neighborhood. 

For government of, by and for the people depends on 

respect for an observance of the law. Violence and lawlessness 

cannot, and must not be condoned in America. 
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Those are big goals. 

They will require big commitments-- commitments in 

money; commitments in determination by federal, state and 

local government .•. by the free institutions of this country ... 

by every single person. 

They will be sustained only by a nation unified behind 

the clear vision of a better tomorrow. 

I am betting my personal future that the American people 

are ready and wi IIi ng to sustain the kind of vision in 1968. 

I am bEtting that the American people are ready to take 

charge of America's future. 

# # # 
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Thank you for your kind introduction. However, appearing 
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before an audience that has on the same day heard from both ) 

Marvin Watson --who used to work in the West Wing of the White 

House -- and Liz Carpenter who still works in the East Wing of 

the White House -- I thought my introduction should have been a 

little clearer. I am the man who wants to work in the middle. 

I know you have all heard of General Watson's frugality 

while he was at the White House and his frugality while running 

the Post Office. 

So, I thought this would be an appropriate forum to announce 

that if I am elected President, the new administration will issue a 

special Marvin Watson commemorative stamp -- It '~~ till be the 

only stamp in all American history where the user will have to 

"d h. r J 1 prov1 e 1s wo g ue. 

There will also be a special stamp in honor of Liz Carpenter, 

the warmest, most affectionate government worker this t o wn has 

seen in a long time. When you lick the Liz Carpenter stamp, it kisses 
Ycu bctc.k, 
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) Theee__: s a great deal of bitterness in the country today, I know, 

because peopl~hat President Johnson has not lived up to one 

very importabt position he took during the 1964 Presidential race. I 

must admit that I too think it is scandalous. The President you 111 

remember promised that if elected hw WJ uld not sel' the TVA as 

Senator Go~:.~~ ~~:::~nd now I understand that there is a 

plan to do worse thartJ. that--to sell' the Post Office 

X~; 
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