
1 

Transcript of remarks by Vice-President 

Hubert H. Humphrey to the New Jersey Convention 

Delegates# at the Brunswick Inn# East Brunswick, 

New Jersey, on Thursday, August 15, 1968, at 

4:45 p.m. 

George A. Sakson 
Certified Shorthand Reporter 

.JOHN F . TRAINOR 
OFFICIAL REPORTER 

TRENTON. N. J, 



INDEX 

Governor Richard J. Hughes 

The Vice-President 

Question and Answer Period 

JOHN F. TRAINOR 
OFFICIAL REPORTER 

TRENTON. N . J, 

Page 

4 

8 

23 

-- ·-



2 

MR. ROBERT J. BURKHARDT: Ladies and Gentlemen 

will the meeting please be in order? 

Here comes the Vice-President, ladies and 

gentlemen. 

(Standing ovation) 

MR. BURKHARDT: The meeing wi 11 be in order. 

Mr. Vice-President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am delighted to welcome you here on behalf of the Democra-

tic State Committee of New Jersey. This is the second meeting 

of its type that we have held this year. Senator McCarthy 

was here, Mr. Vice-President, a couple of weeks ago in this 

very room, and we are delighted to have you here with us 

today. 

Before I introduce Governor Hughes, ladies and 

gentlemen, I would like to make one announcement about the 

details or the convention and the traveling arrangements. 

All or you have been sent the appropriate 

forms and information• We have two chartered planes that 

will leave on Sunday, the 25th, at 11 dblock in the morning. 

You have been given your seat and plane assignments. The 

planes, however, instead of going to Midway Airport in 

Chicago, as we had contemplated, will go to O'Hare. This is 

the official greeting place or all the delegations and it is 
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far easier for the people in Chicago to take us there# and 

the appropriate transportaton will be engaged to move us 

from 0 1Hare to the Palmer House. 

I have been deluged~ as I know you have# with 

requests for information on tickets. passes and so forth. 

An Arrangements Committee meeting or the Democratic National 

Committee will be held this Friday in Chicago~ New Jersey's 

representative on that Arrangements Committee# Mrs. Thelma 

Sharp# our National Committeewoman. will be in attendance. 

At that time an announcement will be made about the avail-

ability of credentials~ We cannot answer any questions about 

them because we don't know how many tickets we are going to 

have or anything else of that sort. But as soon as this 

information is available# you will be advised. 

And for your information# when we reach 

Chicago credentials will be passed out in the Palmer House 

at the caucus room that you will be notified of# between 

9 a.m. and 12 noon on Monday. 

And now# as always 1 it's a great pleasure 

and a rare privilege to introduce the Governor of the State 

of New Jersey 1 the Honorable Richard J. Hughes~ 

(standing ovation) 
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GOVERNOR RICHARD J. HUGHES: Thank you very 

much~ Bob. 

Mr. Vice-President, Distinguished Guests: In 

order to save the time of the Vice-President, who does New 

Jersey such great honor to come here to be with us today and 

to visit around on an informal basis and to chat, which I 

know he loves to do,with his fellow Democrats about the futur~ 

of the country and the future of the world, I want to tell 

you that I appreciate very much the efforts put forth by 

Bob Burkhardt and all those others who cooperated.--! know 

who they are; I am not going to take the time to name them 

all --in gathering this meeting together. It's been a nice 

reception. We left a wonderful one a little while ago in 

Newark at which time I heard the Vice-President give, in my 

judgment, the best speech certainly in my recollection and 

possibly the best speech that he's ever given -~ a wonderful 

talk which breathed out the hope and the aspirations or 

the American dream and which showed just what kind or zeal 

and fervor this man has for his country and for the world. 

I mentioned there something that may or may no~ 

become relevant this year, how, although I had always admired 

Hubert Humphr~, I never came to have that kind or affection-

ate respect that in a case would be almost equivalent to love 
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and admiration for one man to another as the time in 1960 

when I saw him, as many of you no doubt did, saying good-bye 

to all the ashes of his dreams in the little hotel room in 

West Virginia the night that he was decisively beaten in 

that primary by John F. Kennedy. And this is the kind, I 

think, and the stamp of a man that he is; this is what really 

sold me on this great American -- the fact that as he put 

on his hat and choked back his tears and knew that this 

was the end of his hope to run for the presidency of the 

United States, no Democrat, no American went to work 'more 

promptly and more vigorously and more generously ror the 

election of John F. Kennedy and Lrndon Johnson than did 

Hubert Humphrey. That's the kind of man he is. (Applause} 

And it's the honest desire of the nemocratic party in New 

Jersey, as I know you share, that that is the reason why the 

bulk, the majority of this delegation has remained uncommit-

ted and honestly uncommitted during these times. There have 

been several candidates, 19, who are elected, they are 

committed to Senator McCarthy, and there may be one or more 

others who have decided to support Senator McCarthy, at the 

same time there are some members of our delegation who have 

been quoted as saying they support the Vice-President. 

The purpose of the non-commitment is for the 
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purpose of preserving the house of the Democratic party in 

New Jersey so that when we come to November and when the 

fate of our cities~ the fate of our country and~ indeed~ the 

fate of the world~ world peace~ generations of our children 

yet unborn might very well depend on the election of a 

Democratic President~ I want New Jersey to be in the 

Democratic electoral column~ and unless we stay together~ 

unless we have the generous unity in which people can argue 

and can argue in principle but leaving aside bitterness and 

hard words and come together for the greater objective --

don't forget~ we have both an affirmative reason this year. 

When Chicago is over and the Democratic candidate for Presid-

ent comes out~ he will stand upon the edifice of decency 

buiit into this nation's life since the early days of the 

New Deal in the early 1930's. Hewtll have all theee things 

to fight for~ he will have all these things to preserve, 

and he will have all these things by his energy~ by his 

experience to magnify as America faces and this world faces 

more difficult years even than those days of bitter 

worldwide depre s sion. 

And at that time we have a negative reason 

also because we have seen a new Nixon~ who is really the old 

Nixon with a Madison Avenue face. A little more patience~ a 
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little less quarreling with the press, a little ambiguity, 

but it's still within the principle of the Republican candi-

date for President to go into a back room and let Strom 

Thurmond, who left the convention at Philadelphia because 

of the zeal for civil rights of this man who sits on my 

right and tried to dissolve and wreck the Democratic Party. 

(Applause ) Let Strom Thurmond with all that he represents 

in America pick his vice-presidential candidate for him, and 

that's why I say we will have a great negative impulse to 

defeat this man and his ticket and his :. ideology of going 

backward and down rather than going for~rard and up, which 

the Democratic Party will be placing again, as it always 

has, before this country of ours. 

I think no greater honor could have come to 

me in my time as Governor than the opportunity to present 

to you, without further ado because this is his meeting, 

this is his time for your questions and answers and your 

discussion with him -- the Vice-President of the United 

States. 

(standhg Ovation) 
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

Thank you, Governor Hughes. Thank you for 

once again for being so gracious and generous with your 

comments and also for giving us the sort of spirit in which 

this wonderful meeting can be conducted. 

I want to express my thanks to your National 

Committeewoman, your National Committeeman, Chairman, my 

friend Bob Burkhardt, and of course to all of you. 

I come here today as a fellow DemocrRt. I 

prefer to use my energies, if it's humanly possibl~, really 

on the real opposition rater than upon each other. I think 

most of you know that the two contenders outside of myself 

for the nomination of the Democratic Party are long time 

firends of mine. I do not intend to spend any time down-

~ading their efforts or casting any reflection upon them in 

any way that would not be complimentary. 

I helped bring Georg~ Me Govern into 

politics. I was the first man that asked him to run for offic~. 

I campaigned for him. South Dakota is my native State. 

My rather served in that State's Legislature for years with 

distinction. He was the leader in the Democratic Party in 

that State. George McGovern was my neighbob for twelve years 

in Washington, D. c. -- next door. We grew up to~ether, our 
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families. I admire him. I like him. I think he is a fine 

citizen. I think he is a good Senator. I want to see him re-

elected to the Senate. And if he is nominated as President,he 

will have my support. It's just that simple. (Aoplau3e) 

I have known Senator McCarthy since 1948. We 

helped build the party together out in Minnesota. I have 

been his colleague in the Senate. He served for several 

years in the House of Representatives and then in 1952 was 

elected to the United States Senate. We campaigned together. 

We have been together. We have been to conventions together. 

He's nominated me at conventions. How could I say anything 

unkind about Senator McCarthy? I don't intend to have 

twenty years or friendship destroyed on the anvil of political 

ambition and political contest in a pre-convention struggle. 

It's too hard to get a ~ood ticket. (APplause) 

I know that the Senators have had strong 

convictions. If I didn 1t believe they had strong convic-

tiona, I wouldn't have been their friend. I have them, too. 

I have tried to serve my country, my party and this world 

as a private citizen, as a parent, and as a public official. 

Maybe I should just take a few moments to 

nresent mr crednt1als. The first thing I'd like to say to 

you is that I have served the cause ot nrogressive democr.ac~ 
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and liberalism to the best or ~ ability as I understood !t 

ever since X have been n public 11te~ 

dla1 Stevenso one ea1d that 11 ra11es 1s 

ot l1tet1 ; d I th or t t tine ana nobl 

1r1t ot Adlai~ · Stevenson .. - d b D\Y' dear tr1eQC!~ I 

1v11 e4 to o to IDnd to br1 b ck hi re 1ft J ~ 

b 1 th hi a ta1811J t the mo nt o the urial ot hit b04r; 
I think Adlai Stevenson lent a a~nee or dig itr to th1 

Democratic tJ durins our ott 7eare, those 1 an 1 are troll 

1953 to 1961 t have stood ue well. e thi ba<l a 

war ot ca liaS in words basic 11osoabJ and b s1c t~th ~ 

And it is a tact that the cause or liberalism 11~ »a.tr1ot1em 

1tselt 1e not eer.ed bJ juet a sUdden. e tion 1~ trenzied 

outburst. !t 1$ eerved bJ de41oat1on~ commitment. a lons 

t1 a and bad times : 

I came into pol ties as the Mayor ot ur1 

citJ, th . C1t7 or Minneapolis# a o1ty or over a half m1111cn 

peopl ~ I ca into a c1ey that was mown as the second 

most anti-semetic city in America. I came into a city 

that was corrupt# known as such. I was a very young man. I 

had the support or organized labor and the Democratic Party 

and some of my young friends that were tellow tudent or 
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mine, and university professors, housewives -- just friends. 

The group that I had organized they called Humphrey's 

Diaper Brigade. We were idealistic, we were hard-worktns~ 
. . 

and we bad courace. We also tried to have commonsense. 

I learned a long time ago that history is 

strewn with the wreckage that has been consummated by self-

appointed, self-righteous minorities who thought they had a 

monoDoly on truth• There 18 nothing so dangerous as dogma 

and doctrine that leaves no room tor tolerance or reason. 

I never thought that I had a monopoly on 

either virtue or wisdom; I have sousht to learn, and life 

should be an experience or growth. It should be a .aturing 

process. 

When I came in •• a 70ung man as Mayor I set 

out to do aometh1ng tor my people in the city, the people 

that I repreaented and the city that I served. And I'• 

proud to tell you that we did so• thinas. The tirat 

.un1c1pal tair eaplo,.ent practices ordinance in the UD1te4 

States with JOWer and enrorce .. nt »>Wer~ The tirat Bu-an 

Relations c~ssion. A cit.J that atter three years ot 

leadership received the annual national award or the Confer

ence or Christians and Jews tor the Brotherhood Award~ A 

citr that reorsanized its schools. its police department. 
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Tbe first wa~ on poverty~ Ninety per cent or 

our relief clients were t~ned 1 rehabilitated and employed~ 

just like we are doing now, for the labor movement and the 

Chamber of Commerce and the industrial establishment or my 

city were called in by the Mayor~ twenty years ago, and said 

that welfarism is no answer. We'll have a decent welfare 

program for those who need it and we'll have jobs for those 

who can work. And through our adult education, our vocational 

eudcation program, our Dunwoodie Institute our Mechanical 

Arts Institute and others we set out and trained our people 

and they were employed. 

We set uo the first Alcoholism Institute for 

those that are victims of thataffliction~ 

We did a lot of things. We completed the 

first community self-survey to take a look at our city be-

cause I 1ve always believed that the ultimate purpose of 

organized society was the enhancement of human dignity. 

You know, we talk about those basic rights, 

those God-given unalienable rights or life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness, and I hope you will remember all three 

words~ As once in a while I have received my fair share 

of criticism when I've said that we ought to pursue the 

politics or happiness. That's the nurpose of life , ladies and 
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gentlemen, to try to get some kind or harmony between man 

and his Maker, man and his neighbor so he can live in happi-

ness. That's what it's all about. And we have tried, as 

a country, not only to protect li~ but to give meaning to 

life. That's what a democracy is all about. And to do it 

in the spirit or brotherhood or at least of tolerance and 

understanding and to try to somehow and another enrich the 

human personality, the human spirit and the human being. 

Well, I went on to the congress. I was the 

first elected United States Senator from Minnesota in a 

hundred years the first -- and I served sixteen years 

in that Senate. 

I saw some Job Corps boys outside here. I 

fought for eight years to get a Job Corps Program. Passed 

the bill three ties in the Senate. I was an initiator. As 

a matter of fact, many people said I had more solutions than 

there were problems~ And now I hear a few people saythat 

he has no solutions and doesn't recognize the problems. 

MY, what a switch! 

I'm proud of the fact that I have taken my 

stand all of my life on what I believed was right . I'm 

not alwqa eve that I aa right~ bUt I tl"J' to t ind CNt 

what' s rilbt~ ADd it I ttnd x•m wronc. I hesitate not to 
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!'our Governor nuo d. et~ rt 1ft 1960 

I ht el 44 

X 14 t cal 

vo 

t 

t t 1, 

tQRDOP ot 

I am ha PI t o tell 1 that the 

o 17 state quta1de or aaour1 and Ill1no1s, between the 

a th s te or esota 1n 1960. (App au ) 

I car ied that State by 275 1 000 votes and 

President Kennedy carried 1t by 22#000• I oampa ned 

every pl oe n tba t Stat the oountcy tor him; 
hen he asked me it I woul b 1111ng to serve o e 

or h1a 1 a ers 1n the Congress, I 1d "1es," and I wa 

his major1tJ whip 1n the senate ot the 1t d States tor 

all the tho aDd days or his ;reat d1111n1strat1on. And 

ot the sreat laws that are on the tatute bOoks todq, be• 

c use he got this country movi 
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helped set on the statute books~ MaJbe that's the reason 

that tod&J a man like La.rey O'Brien 1s 11\Y campaign manaaer 

and court leader because he was there; 

Well• I served John Kennedy as taithtully as 

I could and I served my party~ I'm a Democrat: I tought for 

the Democratic Party~ I have been up here fighting for the 

Daccratic Party. I've traveled across this country a 

hundred and one times for candidates of the Democratic Party 

because I believe that the Democratic Party on balance, with 

all of its inadequacies, has best served the national inter-

est~ I think this is a better country because we governed 

as much as we had. I think this is a better world because 

we had Democratic administrations in power. And I think ) 

that in 1968 we are going to make a very important decision 

because we are going to decide in 1968 whether or not the 

people were right in 1960 when Kennedy defeated Nixon, and 

we are going to have to decide in 1968 whether or not Mr. 

Nixon ought to be President of the United States or whether 

or not a Democrat ought to be President of the United States. 

And I can't imagine that anybody that believes in social 

progress, that anybody that believes in _liberalism, th~t 

anybody that believes in trying to build a better worli can 

desert this Party when it is faced with a tremendous chal-
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lenge. And we have a real battle on our hands, make no 

mistake about it. 

In 1964 I went to Atlantic City~ I was 

offered, tendered the nomination or the Vice-Presidential 

office. I was never so honored in my life. I've had sixteen 

years or fairly good service in the Senate~ I'll never 

forget the day I received the nomination and the evening 

that I gave my acceptance speech. And just as I served 

John Kennedy faithfully as well as I could as his floor 

leader in the Senate, I nve served faithfully and loyally, 

which I consider the minimum reQuirements or a Vice-President, 

the pesent President of the United States~ {Applause) 

And I have not only served the President, I 

have served the country~ I traveled on four continents, 30 

countries, and all 50 states. I have gone to foreign 

countries to help ne~otiate a non-proliferation treaty on 

nuclear weapons; the Kennedy round on trade; the Interna-

tional Monetary Agreement on international finance. I have 

tried to serve the interests or this country and the people. 

I know there are differences amongst us, but 

let me say that those differencesprimarily center around 

what we consider to be the objectives of our nation in 

Southeast Asia. I don't duck the Question at all. Three 

J OHN F . T RA IN O R 
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Presidents thought that we had some interest in that area 

ot the world, thought that area ot the world attected our 

national interest -- President Eisenhower, President Kenned7 

and President Johnson. None ot them could have foreseen the 

degree ot our involvement, but all ot them knew the risks, 

that there •ere risks; But each or them understood that the 

risks ot do~~ nothing were greater than the risks ot doing 

something; OUr objective there has never been conquest. I 

see signs that speak ot the ugliness and the tragedy ot war: 

Ot course, Shrman said it, war is hell, and it's dirt.J 

business, but so is terrorism~ conquestJ tyranny, dictator

ship; And I never thought that there was a black and white 

so clear an issue in South and North Vietnam, but I have 

thought that our national interests were involved. 

What ha~ been the objective of this Administra 

tion? What was the objective of the previous Administration? 

A nolitical settlement~ Just as we seek to work out our 

differences at home peacefully, WP. had hoped and prayed we 

could work them out ~acefully abroad. And I think that 

when you take a good look you will see that there is sub-

stant1al evidence to support this. 

!his Administration 1n the nuclear teat baD 

treaty has done ~re to ~rotect the lives or citizens yet 
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unborn than any administration in the history of this country 

( pplause) 

I am one of the co-authors of the Nuclear 

Test Ban Treaty. ~~en John Kennedy signed that treaty he 

looked to me, and it's in ublic print, he said, "Hubert, 

this is your treaty." I dared to be for it when others were 

afraid. 

The non-proliferation treaty that I~eak of 

prevents the spread of nuclear weapons. The greatest danger 

in this world today is not the war in Vietnam;· it's the arms 

r ace. The greatest danger in the world t oday is the contest 

between the super powers, between the development of deadly 

weapons systems like the fractional orbital weapons system, 

like the new inter continental ballistics missiles and the 

anti-ballistics missiles systems that can consume billions 

and billions of dollars of people's treasury and the resourcef 

of nations. And we are trying to slow down the arms race. 

That's why the preliminary negotiations are underway for 

what we call defensive and offensive weapons to kind of cut 

back the non-Droliferation treaty to put a ceiling upon 

nuclear power. 

I am the author of the Arms Control Act, 

ladies and gentlemen• I snonsored it, got it through the 
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Congress and was present when it was signed. I am the 

author or the Pood tor Peace Act. I am the Author or the 

Peace Corps. 

I have been a peace man allmf lite. I have 

never advocated violence at home or abroad~ But Just 

as I have never advocated violence. I do believe that JQU 

cannot attord to let violence beco.e the pattern at ho .. ror 

abroad, either place~ (Applause) 

So we have taken our stand~ This is the 

issue which tellda to divide us. We are now at a paint where 

hooetullr and prayertull1 we can find a resolution or this 

issue. It will do us little good to argue about the 

yesterday. So• neople think we were terribly wrong. I 

espect their point or view; Onl7 hiatocy is going to be 

able to judge this. only history, the objectiVity or time. 

we are too emotionally involved in the current struggle to 

have an honest object! ve judgment and I suppose I am 

incapable of giving one and I think the critics are incapable 

frankly of giving one. 

I remember the days of the KOrean war -- a 

miserable period -- but I happen to think now that Mr. Truman 

is a rather strong and popular man. I know of no man in 

such a short period of time that has earned and gained the 

JOHN F . TRAINOR 
OFFICIAL REPORTER 



20 

respect and the admiration of the American people as a 

President~ who less than sixteen years ~o had a popularity 

rating of 26 per cent in the polls and was looked upon as 

a man that was a complete failure -- Harry s~ Truman. 

(Applause) And I think Mr; Truman's greatness was in his 

courage, in his recognition that it is not important for a 

man that's President to be popular. It is important for a 

man that wants to be President or is President to try to be 

right, t o try to do what is right. (Applause) Popularity 

is a soft and cheap currency. What is important is principle 

and what is importantare the duties and the obligations that 

you take on when you seek high public office~ 

would just share with you these thoughts~ 

I thought I 

I come to you seeking your support, very 

openly, very openly. I believe that I am prepared to help 

this country in its problems, in its urban crises. I believe 

I know of these problems. I have served for four years as 

the liaison in the federal government with the mayors of the 

cities of the United States. The mayors know I work with 

bern. I believe that I have some experience now that can be 

put to higher calling, experience as a local official, as 

a professor of government, as a United States Senator, as 

a leader in the Senate, and as a Vice-President. And I 
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believe, above all, that what I have is faith in this country 

and ntth in ita capacity to do what is right~ 

There are two kindact politics, ladies and 

gentlemen. There's the politics of despair, the politics of 

fear that's practiced and preached by some; and then therds 

the politics of hope and the politics of progress. 

I have taken a good, hard look at both. I 

do not believe that the way to arouse America is to frighten 

it. I believe the way to arouse America is to inspire it. 

I think this nation waits for great calling~ I tbink it 
~ 

wants to do what's right; I'd like to help it• 

'!'hank you very 11Uch. 

(standing ovation) 

GOVERNOR HUGHES: Thank you very auch, Mr• 

Vice-President, tor that candid and trank statement wbiob we 

certainly ex"cted ot you; 

I wonder, Mr; Vice-rrea1dent, it, be tore tbe 

dialogue and the cbat that I mentioned. the questions and 

answers and discussion. 1t I m1ght t ke the priv1le e or 
introducing the people at the head table here; 

Mrs; Bettr Wenk on 1111 tar l et t, this very 

attractive l ad7 t hat's smoki a c arette-- h ha 

vice 1 ba - - 1s e t th McCarthy ledged deleptea 

JOHN F. TRAINOR 
OFFICIAL REPORTER 



22 

who was elected 1n one ot the congres i onal is rieta in 

rgen Co • 

xt t her is an officer or this delegation, 

Bill Jenkins, who is trom Camden, Hew Jersey; 

Jlext to him is th1a ~e"I!J attractive 1~7 with 

the glaasea b re, Mrs; tcy Kordj , I e her 1 bu we at 

re m ~, Eob, ever y that le 70 say Bet 

Kord.Ja~ Vet7 imnortant~ 

Kext is our National Committeewoman who has 

been in politics-•! always say this like a joke--tor a 

hundred years, but sometimes ladies don't like that reference 

Let me just say ror a rew years~ Thelma Parkinson Sharp, a 

ver.y great lady • (Applause) 

.And then our National Committeeman; He's too 

exhausted to make this introduction himself because he was 

presiding at a magnificent rally here in Forsgate Farms last 

night, a repeat or the one that cost you a part of your 

shirt and cuff links back in 1964~ which you were so happ,y 

to lose -- David Wilentz: (Applause) 

Over here is a friend of mine from Somerset 

County, a delegate elected also on the McCarthy slate and 

I think co-chairman with Mrs: Wenk of the McCarthy delegates-
' . Mr, Dan Gaby. Dan. (Applause) 
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Here is a very beautiful lady from Hudson 

County -- most ladies rrom Hudson County are very beautiful ~·~ 

Mrs; Alice Dolan. (Applause) 

Next, or course, without further ado is 

Bob Burkhardt~ (Applause) 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I tried to shut 

ott that applause because I have heard some rumblings that 

Bob Burkhardt is interested in being nominated as Vice-

President this year; (Laughter) 

How, Mr; Vice-President, I wonder it we might '"-

would you mind. sir, answering a tew questions? 

THE VICE-PRESD>EN'r: Delighted: 

GOVERNOR HUGHES: And it you will stand here; 

I wish when you speak you will say your name 

and the general part or the State rrom which you come because 

the Vice-President loves every part or our State; I'm sure 

he'd like to know whether you are rrom Camden or wherever~ 

MR. LLOYD NEWBERRY: Mr. Vice-President, m, 

name is Lloyd Newberry~ I'm from the Fifth Congressional 

District; I'm an alternate delegate ~ 

In 1948 I was discharged from the Air Force. 

I admired your stance at the 1948 convention. I have 

taught my children to admire Americans who stand for the 
JOHN F . TRAINOR 
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things that I believe make great Americans. I think that 

your record in civil rights is ce rtainly one that's admirable 

I have two auestions that I want to put to you. 

In 1967 the press reported you as saying that 

Governor Lester Maddux of Georgia was a good Democrat. This 

man had chased Negroes from the restaurant that he had run 

and I think that this in part was the reason why he was 

elected Governor of the State of Georgia~ 

MY questions are these: Since this is t o be 

an open convention and there have been questions i nvolving 

would you support the Democratic nominee regardless of who 

he is? could you in your heart support Governor I~ster 

Maddux as a presidential nominee of the Democratic Party? 

The other question ---

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Could I take Number One? 

MY memory span is not too good. Go ahead. 

MR . NEWBERRY: The other one is shatt . There 

are Americans in the country who say that the Democratic 

Party will have to appeal to the South for votes and in that 

event could you then select or could you approve of Lester 

Maddux as a running mate if you were t o gain the Democratic 

nomination? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I want to assure you 
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that if you have no worries in life any greater than the 

ones you have just presented to me, you will live to be a 

thousand. 

(Laughter and applause) 

Let me just~ because your question is serious 

and I answered it with a quip~ which I don't always think is 

appropriate. ~ visit to Georgia on the occasion you refer-

red to was to talk to the National Council of Jewish Women. 

I had just returned from a trip overseas. I was asked by 

the Governor to come to his home. I am the Vice-President of 

the United States. I have had all the governors~ including 

George Wallace~ at my home and when I entertained all the 

governors in Minnesota in 1965 I had Republican governors 

there~ too, lots of them~ too many of them~ (Iaughter) 

But I was brought up to respect the office and as Vice-

President I'm Vice-President of all the people of the United 

States, whether I like some of them or not; 

I went over to see Governor Maddux, who is 

not my supporter, who calls me socialist, wild man and 

everything else that I can be called, and he aaked me how 

could he get some help in bringing more aid to his people 

under the POverty nrogram. That's what he wanted to talk to 

me about. He said, "We've got to have jobs for our people 
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here, Mr. Vice-President, and I'm having trouble getting m, 

orograms underway. " 

I said, "If you will come to Washington, 

Governor, I'll bring you in touch with Mr. Shreiber and 

others and we will try to help you." 

The second thing he said to me: "We'd like 

very much to get some help in building a Marine Institute 

under the Marine Sciences Program." 

I said, "If you will send your Commissioner of 

Education, we'll see what we can do." 

The third thing I heard that he was going to 

go over to Alabama and he was invited to a meeting by Mr. 

Wallace to take a stand of defiance against the United States 

of America and our desegregation orders and several governors 

went there to Alabama. 

I said, "Governor, let me tell you something. 

There's only one way to defy the United States and that's to 

defy it. When you do, you've had it. And let 's just 

quit talking about programs, because if you can't comply 

with the laws of this land, including the Civil Rights Laws, 

there aren't going to be any programs. So you better just 

understand that, Governor. And I suggest to you, as Vice-

President, that if I were you I wouldn't join in signing any 
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statements about defiance because I don't think it's going 

to help the poverty orogram in your State or the Marine 

Science program or anything else. I suggest that you say 

that you are a Democrat and you are going to stay in the 

Democratic Party ." 

We walked out of the house. We are walking 

down some rock steps. He starts to stumble a bit and I 

grabbed him by the arm. Now, I suppose if I was a cruel 

man I should let him fall on his face. (Laughter) But I 

just wasn't brought up that way. When we got before the 

press there was a picture taken that showx me holding him by 

the arm. I'm perfectly willing to hold him by the arm now. 

If George Wallace is here and starts to fall, I'll hold him 

by the arm, in fact I wouldn't mind leading him out of the 

hall. (Laughter and applause) 

But I said when I was asked because I was tryilpg 

to keep this governor from doing something that I thought 

would not be helpful to his State or helpful to anybody, I 

didn't say he was a good Democrat. I said he's a Democrat 

and I said our house has many rooms. There are all kinds of 

Democrats. I've served with a lot of them in Congress , and 

some of them have joined up with Republicans and some have 

left us. The main thing we need to do is have enouah 
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liberal Democrats so that the old coalition that worked 

for years in that Congress that tried to stop social pro1reas 

can't stop it. I'm not going to get many or those votea. 

I know that. I haven't the sliihteat doubt that I 1ll be 

racing a ver.r, ver.r big uphill battle in the soutn, but I 

want to leave you with this: Mr. Hixon took a look at the 

outh and he round strom Thurmond. ThaUs the Old South. 

There ia a New South. There is the Hew South or new education 

the New South, if you please, or n • Jobs and new induatr,v. 

There i the Hew South ot Ivan Allen in Atlanta, Terr,r 

Sanford and Carl Sanders. There ia the New South ot the 

Governor even or Louisiana who aeea to it there is voter 

registration. And when I go to hi& State to speak, he intro-

duces me before a huge audience or thousands or people and 

he says, "I want you to meet the creator, the founder and 

the daddy or civil rights -- the Vice-President of the 

United States." (Applause) Now, that's the New South. 

I want to give you a frank and honest answer, 

sir. I'm not at all happy about the circumstances that you 

bring up but I just told you that I won't run on the sainthoo1 

ticket. I've made some mistakes. I'm frank to admit them. 

MR. REUBEN REDFmiD: I'm Reuben Redfield, 13t:l 

District, Elizabeth. 
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Mr. Vice-President, there is no question in 

my mind that we have the three best candidates in the Demo-

cratic Party. In your talk to us this afternoon you men-

tioned that if Senator McGovern was the selection of our 

party you would support him. 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: That's right . 

MR. REDFIElD: So that we would have esprit 

de corps and ao that we would not have a split party. you 

would support Senator McCarthy. 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: ~ goodness, I've said 

that about twenty-five times. I've supported Senator 

McCarthy for the House; I've supported hhfor the Senate. If 

he gets the nomination, I'll support him for President. I 

expect him to do exactly the same thing for me if I get it. 

(Applause) 

MR. WILLIAM HYLAND (Camden) : I think the 

Democrats can do themselves a great service if we could 

devise some system of selecting a vice-presidential candidate 

in a much more democratic and affirmative fashion than the 

Republicans did. I'm wondering if you have any observation 

abOut that, how it can be done so that it does not look to 

the American people asif somebody is being jammed down the 

throats of the delegates. 
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Well, since I have on 

a couple occasions tried to be Vice-President, finally did 

make it, I really know what you are talking about. 

(Laughter) It's a very peculiar system. There is one way 

that you can do it, just have an open convention, which Adlai 

Stevenson did in 1956. Just let them nominate. And Estes 

Kefauver came out or that. John Kennedy came very close. 

I was a poor third. That's 1956. 

It's been the tradition that the nominee of 

the party at least offered his selection. That doesn't 

always mean he &eta his way, but be makes his selection. 

In the instance to which you refer ~•t 

recently, in the Re~ublican inatance, I think that Mr. 

Nixon thoU&ht Mr. Reagan was co1nc to get a large nu.ber or 

southern votea. He panicked a little bit. He wasn't quite 

as eool as theJ tried to make him out, and he made a bi& 

arrangement with, as I said, the Old South, the unbelievably 

Old South -- the period of Strom is the only way I figure to 

call it. 

I would like to be able to go to this eonven-

tion, if I may be quite candid with you, with enough votes 

so that I don't have to clear it. The only one I'd have to 

clear it with would be the convention. I would like very muct 
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to be able to work wi th responsible leadership across this 

country in the Party, from the labor movement, from our 

young people, from different factions in the Party. And 

that's one thing I intend to do--to consult on who ought to 

be that nominee. 

There isn't any other way that I can do it 

right now. There could be a time ma;e when we have a national 

primary for Presidents and Vice-Presidents. Maybe that 

will come it we can ever finance it -- pretty hard. But 

that •1 be the out. 

other than that, all I can suggest to you is 

two ways: The open convention in which &n7body can be 

nominated, and the traditional W&J 1n which the no111nee tor 

President makes his selection, otters his suggestion and 

then it• ati!l up tor vote, as rou saw even in the laet 

convention,but seldom is it overruled. 

In 1944, you may rec 11 that Franklin 

Roosevelt a id he Nas for Henry Wall ee. The convention, 

however, decided to ~ve Harry Truman. And in all candor, 

that was one or the more unusual developments that's taken 

place in a convention. 

I have nothing more to offer to you than that. 

I wish I could be more helptul. I'm happy to tell you we've 
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got sonae might)' good people in our Party who can surely 

serve. And I want a Vice-President that's on my ideological 

wavelength. I want somebody that I can work with. (Applauae) 

I want somebody that knows about this country 1 knows about 

the urgent necessity, needs or thia country. And I think 

I have some pretty good ideas who aome of those somebodiea 

are. (Applause) 

MR. HERBERT KLINE (Passaic County) : Mr. 

Vice-President, I heard you say that you are the granddaddJ 

or daddy or civil rights and I certainly agree with that 

and for that JOU have mw undying admiration. 

I aee today twentJ yeara later a problem 

that is somewhat parallel to civil rights and that ia to give 

to those people to whom we have given civil righta the 

opportunity to enjoy all the fruita or our democracy. There 

are some who have said that our participation in the war in 

South Vietnam haa so hampered us economically that we cannot 

do that as we would like to do. I wonder if you could give 

us your comments on that subject. 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: First of all I think 

it's fair to say that the costs of the involvement in the 

war in Vietnam have taken a substantial, a good deal of our 

resources. It runs about 28 to 301 let's say in round number~ 
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soent in Vietnam# on our cities. I wish I really believed 

that were the case. I think we would have had more, however. 

I do think the war in Vietnam has drained resources from 

what you and I would like to see in our urban areas, our 

rural poverty areas, our education# and so forth. I think 

that's true. 

Now let me give you the other side of the 

coin. We are spending today 300 per cent more in federal 

aid to education than we were four years ago. OUr total 

federal aid to education with research programs from the 

different agencies of government, higher education, student 

loans# the kind of G.I. benefits to education, elementary 

and secondary. vocational education, Head Start, runs 

thirteen billion, two hundred million dollars. FoUl· 7ears 

ago it ran four billion. We are perd.ng today four time a 

as much in health, or course Medicare is involved in this. 

as we did tour and five years aco. We have an increaae in 

our social bud&et, and this is what the conservatives in 

Consreaa are raiainc cane about. we have an increaae in our 
- -

social bud&et in the last tour Jeara ot forty billion dollars. 
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That's wbJ they said cut six billion out. 

Mow. I was in Concreaa after Korea an4 we 

had more povertJ arter Korea than we • ve sot now. We had 

more illiteracJ than we have now. we had desperate needs 

1n education. We had no Medicare. We had no aid to the ment-

ally retarded, no aid to the mentally handicapped or the 

mentally ill. And after Korea there wasn't a single dollar 

of the money that we saved from the peace in Korea that 

went into any of these programs. I'll tell you what Con&ress 

did. It cut the taxes. We didn't have any feder al aid to 

education. We didn't have any federal aid to the municipalitiEs. 

The amount of money that went to states and localities was 

reduced. 

So whatever may be the fact and the fact is , 

as I stated earlier, I'm sure that the war has taken some of 

the resources that you and I would have fought for, ar&ued 

for and hopefully got for our domestic needs. 1m not always 

sure that the Congress would have given them, but at least 

we could have made a good fight for them. 

And I think we ought to face up to this, 

that this is an expensive business that we are involved in. 

That's why I'm for bringing it to an end as quickly as it's 

humanly possible to do so. (Applause) 
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I want to just leave this word with you. 

Many people have been so critical or our Administration 

that we have almost convinced ourselves that it's all bad. 

Don't misunderstand me. I know the honest differences that 

people have and I respect those 4ifferences. I'm not happy 

about everything~ either. But let me make it quite clear. 

I don't think this Party can go to the public and say we've 

done nothing and all we have done is make mistakes. We 

have nine million people that have come out of poverty in 

the last four years~ of which three million are black. We 

have three million people that came out or poverty this last 

year~ or which one million are black. We have one million, 

seven hundred thousand people in training for jobs now and 

five years ago we didn't have one. 

We have done some things. We have passed 

more consumer leg1sl•tion (applause) -- we have passed more 

consumer legislation than ever before. Wehave water pollutiot 

control~ air pollution control~ clean rivers. 

I heard a discussion one time. Somebody 

said we are not spending as much on pollution conbrol as we 

should. And then somebody else said no~ I think we are 

even reducing some or it this year. I wanted to almost get 

in the fight and say well~ two years ago yo~idn•t have any. 
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You see, it isn'tthat we have cmme to the 

millenium. You know what's happened --we have rising 

expectations in this country. We have just passed ~he ereates 

housin; bill that's ever been passed by any Congress. we 

passed a tremendous housin& proposal here recently, nd the 

President toucht tor it. We passed open occupancy. 

You know, I didn't want to have my record 

based on twenty 7ears ago~ When the Senate or the Ubited 

States was in filibuster on the open housing bill, a civil 

rights bill which I encouraged the Cabinet and the President 

to send to Coneress and which I was responsible tor help1n& 

~t through the Congress., I remember that three times the 

filibuster stopped us. I was called back from a much 

needed week-end rest and they said: There are three Senators 

Mr. Vice-President, that you have to talk to and you've got 

to get to break that filibuster. Mr Senator, Walter Mondale, 

was the author ot tbat bill. I got tbe Chairaan ot the 

coa.ittee, senator Sparlalaft, to ••ea perait bia to bol4 

hearinss. ot the t ee ae ors that b~ t 

l ib te • e sn•t -n thi 1 e 

t t r allr ex cted that be able to 

P& a 1n tbe C<m;~l ot the Uft1ted aatea tbie 7ear eat o 

houlac bil~ 1'1 w 41d; And ~••e a maJor civil rights 
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1asue, a tremendoue v1vil rights issue. (Applause) 

MR. RICHARD SAMUELS: There were two thinas 

you said in your speech; One was that it's very important 

that we all a&ree to beat former Vice-President Nixon. 

The other thins was that the popularit.J ot a 

President isn't all that important. 

Do you think the po ula !ty of a presidential 

candidate this Jear in the Democratic Party is important 

in lisht ot the candidacy or V1ce-Pre~1dent Nixon? 

!HE VICE-PRESIDEN'l': I think it • s veey helpful 

and I'm happy to tell you that it you take a look at all 

the popularit,r polls that have been held since April up to 

now and balance them off, that I do pretty tre11. 

(Applause) 

MR. JACOB TRAPP: tt-. Vice-President, I have 

been a Democrat probably longer than you have~ 

'!'HE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes, sir~ 

MR. TRAPP: Merely because I'm a bit older. 

I have never run for office until I ran for delegate. I 

have been a Democaat and believed in party responsibility. 

I did serve under Governor Blood of Utah on the first State 

Welfare Board the State of Utah ever had 1 f or several years. 

And I have been sometimes an enthusiastic Democrat and some-
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times with reservations, but always a Democrat: I couldn't 

go to the other side -- ever. 

This fall I ran for delegate to the Democratic 

convention, committed to McCarthy• And m1 reason, or course, 

was the war in Vietnam, which I think you have consistently 

under-estimated so rar as the reelinss or several million 

Americans is concerned~ Nothins in my entire lite has cut 

as deeply as this, not because I thoUiht it was militarily 

disastrous, which it was, or economically disastrous, which 

it was, but because I felt it was morally wrong, just as 

Abraham Lincoln felt about the Mexican war; I preached a 

sermon on that in m1 church on Lincoln's Birthday and it 
. was a very telling sermon. I didn't mention Vietnam once. 

And I think it has cut as deeply with as many Americans, 

including my son-in-law who is one or the most famous 

scientists in the world. He was a scientific adviser to 

our government until he resigned in disgust because they 

paid him money to come to Washington to give him a brain-

washing rather than ask his advice. 

But this has cut very deeply with several 

million Americans, very deeply. It means a lot to us --

what it did to Vietnam and what it did to our own people. 

And I would like the Democratic Party to nominate some one 
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who will lead us in a new direction here. I don't think 

Nixon will. I think his acceptance speech was demagoiic. 

I think he is a cold war baby who never grew up. He is 

making sort of adult sounds now but they are only throat 

deep. And since you are a very likely nominee~I'm very 

serious about this~ I don't think you can win unless you 

can convince the country that you are going to lead us in 

a new direction on this. And how are you going to do it? 

I think this is a very serious question with a lot or 

delegates. We'd like to win. We don't want -- the last thing 

we want is Nixon in the White House. And we don't think we 

can win on the Johnson record in Vietnam. We just don't think 

we can. 

I hurried home from Europe to vote for Johnson 

four years ago because over against Goldwater he said he 

wouldn't commit us to a great land war in Asia~ and he did. 

He made himself a prisoner of war so far as domestic things 

were concdrned~ where he could have been the greatest 

President we ever had~ And it's a tragedy. It's a tragedy. 

t•m not saying he was a rascal. I'm not saying anything. 

A DELEGATE: Mr. Vice-President~ there are 

a lot of people would like to ask questions. What is the 

question? 
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MR. TRAPP: I think this is the most 

serious question. How are you going to convince the 

American people that we are going in a new direction? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I'm very grateful to 

you for the sincere and moving and rational manner in which 

you stated your convictions and posed your question. There is 

no doubt in my mind that this is the issue that divides 

many of us and bothers very deeply, in fact touches very 

deeply the hearts and the spirits and the minds ot many, 

many thousands, yea, millions ot Americans~ I don't have 

any doubt about that at all. It's avery unpopular matter. 

And it's something that troubles me, too. 

I can only say this to you, that all of mr 

life I have tried to direct my enersies and what limited 

talents I have towards a constructive purpose. I have 

felt for a long time that there was great danger, for example, 

in the arms race which I mentioned to you. I think that 

Vietnam has beclouded that danger. It has in a sense put 

it away. The people have been so focused on Vietnam that 

they fail to see that there are great dangers in the Middle 

East where our national well-being may be tested more than 

even in Southeast Asia. I'm afraid that some of us haven't 

taken adequate note of the tremendous investments which are 

JOHN F. TRAINOR 
OFFICIAL. REPORTER 



41 

about to be made here in our own country unless we put a 

halt to it, and surely in the Soviet Union in a spiraling 

arms raca and new weapons, sophisticated weapons systems. 

I want to do something about that . 

I recognize, my friend , that the world has 

changed greatly, that this is no longer a world in which 

the American word is thecommand. The Communist world has 

changed. It's no longer a monolith. Take a look at 

Czechoslovakia, Roumania, ~ugoslavia and Hungary. And it's 

going to change even more. I think that the purpose of NATO 

has changed a great deal. It's not only a defensive alliance; 

it has become a political instrument tor peaceful engagement, 

as we put it, towards eastern Europe. I think all of this 

tell~ .us one thing, that I recogize there have to be new 

priorities. I think, for example, American aid as such 

can no longer be as much as it waR bilateral, it has to become 

multilateral, reginal in these world institutions , the 

Asian Bank, the African Bank, the Inter-American Bank, World 

Bank, and so forth. I think we are going to Rwe to learn 

that there is no pox Americana . We are not the world's 

policemen. We do have interests and we are going to have 

to very selectively reassess where the interest areas are 

that really vitally affect our national interest, not what 
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would we do to gain peace. 

I have supported every bombing pause that 

this country has had, and not only supported it, my dear 

friend, argued for them. I have even as of recent days been 

trying to ascertain as best I could just what is happening 

in the Vietnamese picture on the military front. Is the 

present lull in fighting, and there is a lull, a political 

signal from Hanoi that we ought to take another initiative 

of stopping all the bombing of the north? Or is it, as 

some of our people say, a lull before a tremendous big 

offensive? 

I have looked at the intelligence reports. 

I see them every day. I see the best this government can 

produce and I really do not believe these men are all preju-

diced. I honestly do not. There is no one mind in this 

government. I have heard men in this government argue 

around the cabinet table as vigorously as anybody has ever 

argued in this room, but ultimately the President has to 

make a decision. 

I really believe that the conference that is 

underway in Paris has within it the same momentum towards 

the process of peace that the war that's on in Vietnam has 

had the same momentum for escalation. Or let me put it an-

JOHN F . TRAINOR 
OFFICIAL REPORTER 



43 

other way. Wars, once they start, have a built-in escalation 

to them. The peace process, once it starts--and the first timE 

it started, by the way, was in May. We didn't have any peace 

process going before that. Now we have something going. 

It's difficult, it's slow, it's filled with harrassment and 

it doesn't seem to be making much progress; but the fact is 

that we are in serious discussions. That is the fact. 

Mr. Nixon was briefed in Texas by the top 

officials of this government, and the day after I was briefed 

by the same people, including the President of the United 

States. I flew there to sit down with Mr• Vance, who came 

back from Paris, our top officers of our government for 

intelligence agencies, and I looked over a ream of material 

that would go from one end of this room to the other. I 

read it every morning. It's delivered at my house at seven 

b::lock,under guard, every mornin&. There are only two 

reports that people get--the President and the Vice-President, -

the most sensitive, selective reports or intelligence informa· 

tion that this government and its allies can produce. And we 

spend a lot to get it and it isn't designed to fool us. 

It's designed to inform us. And a man•s judgment is onlJ as 

good as his information. 

When Mr. Nixon came away from his brief1n&, 
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in the headlines were: Nixon says bombing must continue. 

When I came away from an identical briefing I said that we 

are now at a point in the conferences in Baris where serious 

discussions are taking place, and they are, where any loose 

talk one way or another could jeapordize those discussions, 

where any talk of concessions one way or another might 

jeapordize those discussions. I did say that I thought the 

word reciprocity, which had been called Rr by the Secretary 

of State as a way of saying that we'll stop the bombing if 

you reciprocate, that it was too harsh, too firm; that 

reciprocity indicates to most people fifty-fifty -- you walk 

a mile, I walk a mile~ You come see me, I come see you. 

And I used the words knowingly,not just my thoughts, but 

knowingly after prolonged discussions with top people in this 

government, including the President, and it is my view that 

we should stop all the bombing of North Vietman if there is 

any indication of restraint or any reasonable response. 

Now, what does this give us? It gives our 

arbitrators, our negotiators the flexibility that they need 

to interpret what today we are not quite sure of what we see. 

And this is why I believe that if we just persevere here, 

don't escalate, don't lose our cool, and we've got a lot of 

people today that are telling the government and the 
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President in particular: Mr. President, you are jeapordizing 

the lives of five hundred thousand men; you ought to be 

bombing more; you ought to be going at them. .And some of us 

are saying: Mr. President, we are in the process of peace. 

This isn't what it was back in February and April. There is 

a new dimension that's taking place in Vietnam and it's in 

Paris. And whatever we do on the battlefield affects what 

happens in Paris. Whatever restraint we exercise and North 

Vietnam exercises has an impact in Paris~ And I want to 

exercise the res.traint and I look for any movement on the 

part of the enemy that indicates any restraint on their 

part. 

And I must say finally to you that I don't 

know of any man that more qualifies as a peace man than the 

head of our delegation in Paris - Averill Harriman. If 

there's a man that's a dove, that's the man. (Applause) 

So this is the best I can tell you except 

finally tell you if there is no peace in Vietnam by Januar y 

20th, and I can't make a safe prediction, I have a heart 

full of hope, I can give you mr word, because I know of 

your since~y and your deep commitment, that I will do ever,

th1ng within mr power to walk even the extra mile, even 

if 1t indicates some humiliation and political attack on me, 
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to find some way. some honorable way to find a political 

settlement which does not require surrender bythe enemJ 

nor does it r equire that we retreat in a spirit of rear and 

intimidation and leave people to the mercy of others -- try 

to find some way to get a political settlement~ And I think 

we can find it. I really believe we can find it. 

(Applause) 

GOVERNOR HUGHES: Ladies and ientlemen. the 

Vice-President couldn't be more ienerous and I know that he 

wants to reserve some of the valuable few minutes which he 

has, which amount to about seventeen, as we figure it now, in 

order to have an opportunity to shake hands and to greet 

each one or you. 

we might have a little receiving line, Bob, 

down here. Would you take charce of that, please~ And as 

people co• alon& introduce them. Can we do tl'Bt, Mr. Vice .. 

President? Thank you for your generosity. 

{Applause) 

(Concluded at 5:50p.m.) 
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