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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY CHALLENGES NIXON TO DEBATE; 
HITS ''t'ENCE STRADDLING" 

Springfield, Ill., September 20--Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 

today challenged Richard Nixon to debate "in Peoria or Springfield or on 

national television." 

Citing Nixon's evasions and statements on both sides of key issues, 

the Vice President declared that debates should be held "so the American 

people could decide on the basis of facts--not empty promises, slogans, and 

that special brand of fence-straddling which Mr. Nixon perfected long ago." 

Vice President Humphrey said that Nixon's charge that "there is some 

collusion between my supporters and the supporters of Governor Wallace ••• is 

patently ridiculous and Mr. Nixon knows it. But I issue this challenge. Let 

Richard Nixon, George Wallace, and me debate the issues on national televisio~ 

That way we'll soon find out who is in collusion with whom. And it won't be 

Humphrey and Wallace," he said. 

The Democratic nominee said this election poses grave questions. "Do 

the American people believe that the fears and frustrations of life in the ' 

twentieth century can somehow be made to vanish, by papering over our problems 

and ignoring our shortcomings? 

"Are we strong enough to bear the responsibilities of power?, 11 he 

asked. 

"Ns for myself, I must speak out on this issue. I trust the American 

people." Accordingly, Vice President Humphrey said, "as that good and wise 

man Adlai Stevenson did--I shall talk sense to the American people." He 

said he would speak "not to their fears, but to their hopes, to call forth 

not the bitterness and resentment of life, but the vision of a New Day for 

all mankind ••• " 

The text of the speech is attached. 
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REMARKS 
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT IBJMPHREY 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 
SEPTEMBER 20, 1968 

I see by the morning papers that Illinois had a distinguished visitor 

yesterday. 

But I also see that ~. Nixon made sure to leave before the Humphrey 

Campaign Er.press pulled in last night. 

!<'rankly, I'm beginnlng to think he's avoiding n:e. 

Had I not baen campaigning ye~terday with Senator Ted Kennedy in 

Massachucetts--had I not been visiting yesterday in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota--I would have joined Y~. Nixon in Peoria. 

For I have some questions to ask Mr. Nixon. 

I's like some answers--and I believe the American pe~ple would also 

like some answers. 

I thi~k it's time w2 stopped passing like ships in the night--I think 

it's time we diGcusced our differences--openly, forthrightly, face-to-face--

in Peoria--in Springfield ••• or on network television. 

Mr. Nixon says he favors the treaty to stop the spread of nuclear 

weapons, but then he says he opposes Senate ratification this year. 

Mr. Nixon says he favors law and order, but he refuses to make any 

statement on the issue of controlling firearms--even when he knows that 96% 

of the police officers killed since 1960 were killed with guns. 

Mr. Nixon says he admires Justice Fortas--he says he is an able and 

distinguished judge--he says the Senate should vote on his nomination--but Mr. 

Nixon refuses to say whether he supports the confirmation of Justice Fortas ••• 

and he refuses to repudiate his extremist allies in the Senate led by Senator 

Strom Thurmond who are blocking a vote on the nomination. 

Mr. Nixon goes into North Carolina and says he supports the Supreme 

Court's 1954 desegregation decision--but opposes implementation of that 

decision by the federal government. 

And then he goes back to the North and says it's "perfectly proper for 

the Federal government to act" when the action of a local school board is a 

subterfuge for segregation. 



PAGE TW 

Mr. Nixon goes intp Iowa and says .. he is going to change the farm 

program. But- he doesn't say how. 

Would he change the wheat program? Or would he repeal it? 

Would he change the feed grains program? Or would he repeal it? 

Would he change the cotton program? Or would he repeal it? 

I believe it's time Mr. Nixon came out of his storm cellar and 

answered some of the'se questions. 

I believe it's time for Mr. Nixon to make good on his promise to debate 

the opposition on television--a promise he made repeatedly before and after 

the Republican National Convention. 

I've taken firm vositions on these issues--and I'm ready to defend 

each and every one. 

Yesterday, for example, I released a comprehensive 10 ~nt program 

for bringing the American farme~ into the economic mainstream cf this nation. 

But where does Mr. Nixon stand when it comes to specifics? 

He talks alot about a mysterious list of 167 issues on which he 

supposedly has taken a firm position. 

But he always neglects to identify the 167 issues. 

I think the American people might be interested in learning what they 

are. 

So why keep it a flecret--unless he would prefer that the American 

people didn't find out. 

I thought that we might begin these discussions in Peoria or Spring

field--in the tradition of the Lincoln-Douglas debates--so the American 

people could decide on the basis of facts--not empty promises, slogans, and 

that special brand of fence-straddling which Mr. Nixon perfected long ago. 

But Mr. NL~on scurried away ••• and when hst seen was headed East-

to New York-- and the sanctuary of his Fifth Avenue apartments. 

No one said it better than Adlai Stevenson. ''Mr. Nixon," Governor 

Stevenson once remarked, "is the kind of politician who will cut down a red

wood tree and then- get on a stump and give a speech about conservation. 

You see, it's not a question of the "old" Nixon, or the ~new" 

Nixon ••• it's just the real Nixon ••• and he's as hard to find as ever. 
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Mr. Nixon has charged there is some collusion between my supporters 

and the supporters of Governor Wallace. Well, that charge is patently 

ridiculous and Mr. Nixon knows it. 

But I issue this challenge: let Richard Nixon, George Wallace and 

me debate the issues on national television. That way we'll soon find out 

who is in collusion with whom. And it won't be numphrey and Wallace. 
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We stand today, as Lincoln stood, at the moment of maximum peril for 

our nation. And in November the American people must make a fateful choice-

just as they had to choose in 1860 and 1864. 

The choice is this.: Shall we--as a nation--movP. forward toward one 

society of opportunity and justice ••• or shall we abandon this conunitment out 

of fear, and move instead toward a fractured and divided society--black against 

white; rich aeainst poor; young against old. 

And the decision we make this year will decide it for us, for out 

children, and for all those who have believed and sacrificed in the building 

of this nation. 

Do the American people believe that the fears and frustrations of life 

in the twentieth century can somehow be made to vanish, by papering over our 

problems and ignoring our shortcomings? 

Or are we made of sterner stuff? Are we better than too many of our 

press and pollsters and politicians give us credit for being? 

Are we strong enough to bear the responsibilities of power? 

••• smart enough, and tough enough, to find our WRY through to the 

future which can yet be ours? 

As for myself, I must speak out on this issue. In Lincoln's words-

and this passage was among Adla-i Stev.enson' s favorites--"! must keep some 

consciousness of being somewhere near right. I must keep some standards of 

principle fixed within myself." 

An America fulfilled--an America of equal justice and equal opportunity-

has been the guiding faith and principle of my life. As a candidate for the 

highest trust of my nation ••• as a leader of my party--! shall not renounce 

that principle now. 

I trust the American people. 

It is because I trust the great, unfrightened majority of Americans, 

that I choose to speak, not to their fears, but to their hopes ••• to call forth 

not the bitterness and resentment of life, but the vision of a New Day for all 

mankind--for what Lincoln himself called ''The Family of Man". 

Abraham Lincoln told the people of this city 110 years ago this 

SU1III1er, "A house divided against itself cannot stand." 
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I ask our nation not to be of one mind, but to be of one spirit. 

And it is because I trust the toughness and resilience of that American 

spirit that I do not shrink from the hard decisions of the Presidency. 

I~ that responsibility. 

I accept that burden. 

As that good and wise man Adlai Stevenson did--I shall talk sense to 

the American people. 

I shall talk sense to them about the issue of order and justice--as I 

did earlier this week with my comprehensive and specific 84 point program to 

stop crime and lawlessness in th.is country. 

I pledged to support our local police--not with slogans and bumper 

stickers--but with leadership and federal resources, including money--money 

desperately needed for higher salaries and more personnel and for better 

trr.ining and equlpmcnt. 

I pledged to stop riots by increasing training of our local police 

and National Guard in riot control, including the creation of highly mobile 

units which can act immediately to stop civil disorders in their early stages. 

I shall summon my fellow citizens to the · most urgent task of our 

time, as it was the most urgent task of Lincoln's time--

"With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the 

right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work 

we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds ••• " 

I shall go forward with the firm conviction that, as Lincoln wrote 

i:t his fi:-st inaugur.al---:-rritt~n here in Spri.ngfielcl., in a room upstairs over 

a store across the street from the State House--we Americans "sre not enemies, 

but friends ••• though passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds 

of affection. The myotic chords of memory ••• will yet swell the chorus of 

Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of 

our nature." 

And I shall do so with the humility born of the knowledge that, as 

Lincoln knew," ••• we cannot escape history ••• we shall nobly save, or meanly 

lose, the last best hope of earth." 

This is the issue. 

This is the clear and conscious choice which I shall take to the 

American people. 

And, in the words of Linco:n's successcr, "I propose to fight it out 
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on this line if it takes all summer." 

I ask you to stand with me on that line ••• 

This summer ••• 

This fall ••• 

Next January ••• 

And in the years beyond. 



REJVJARKS OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

STEPS OF ABRAIIAM LI NCOLN 'S HOJV'ill 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS - SE PT . 20, ]968 

P. F. Zeidman 
Draft - 9/14 

We stand today as Lincoln stood, at a mome nt of max imum peril for 

our nation. For in November the American peopJe must make a fateful 

choice. 

The choice is simply thi s: ShaJl we-- as a nation-- move 

forward toward one society of opportunity and justice , or shall we 

abandon this commitme nt out of fear and prejudice and move instead 

toward a fractured and separated society -- black against white; 

rich against poor; comfortable against left-out? 

The decision we make thi s year will , in fact, answer this 

question for ourselves, for our children , and for aJl those who have 

believed and sacrificed in the building of this na tion. 

And that decisibn must raise as well a question in the minds of 

each candidate for the Presidency : 

Can the American peopJe be made to believe that the fears and 

frustrations of life in the twentieth century c an somehow be made 

to vanish , by papering over our problems and ignoring our shortcomings? 

Or are the American people made of sterner -stuff than that? 

Ar e they better than too many of our press and pollsters and politicians 

give them credit for? 

Are they strong enough to b ear the responsibili Ties of power ? 

... Compassiona-te enough to recognize that, for many of our 

fe'low citizens , life 1s not what it was meant to b e ? 
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. . . And smart enough, and tough enough, to find our way through, 

to a future which can yet be ours? 

As for myself, and speaking as the leade r of my party, I know 

the answer to that question. 

I have asked my fellow citizens to place their confidence in 

me. 

And I am placing ~ confidence in them. 

--Confidence in their ability to know when they are being ·sold 

a bill of goods, promised a future of false comfor t and easy living . 

... for, as Lincoln knew, no politician, however slick, however evasive , 

can fool alJ the peopJe all the time. 

--Confidence in their understanding that he who buries his head 

o r sets his face against the winds of inevitable change cannot stop 

that change, but will be buried by the sandstorm of time as it passes 

him by . 

--And confidence ~n their good will-- and their good judgment ... 

in their common sense -- and their uncommon decency. 

In short, my friends , I believe , with Lincoln , that "the people 

when rightJy and fu1Jy trusted will return the trust . " 

I trust the American people. 

It is because I trust the great, unfrightened majority of 

Americans, that I choose to speak , not to their fears, but to their 

hopes ... to ca ~ l forth not the bitterness and resentment of life, but 

the vision of a New Day for all mankind - for what Lincoln himself 

called "The Family of Man" . 



-3-

It is bec ause I trust this n ew generat ion of Ame ricans that I 

view the occasiona l excesses and poor judgment o f some of our young 

peop~e , as , in p e rspective, relatively l ess significant than the 

dec e nt, energet ic and creative force which they r epresent -- potentially 

the most promising generation this great nation h a s ever produced. 

It is because I trust the process of democrat ic deci s ion-making 

that I did not fear, but welcomed, the fr ee and frank deba t e about the 

is sues of our time which cha racterize d the sometimes troublesome 

but fundame nta 1 1y hea 1 thy deve 1 opments wi ·thin the Democratic party 

during the Jast several months. 

It is bec ause I trust the strength of the ties which bind our 

destinies together ... and because I have faith, as Lincoln did, in 

the fundamental decency of our people that I refuse to pit one 

group of Americans against another -- poor against rich , black against 

white, young against old. 

For we know, as Abraham Lincoln told the people of this city 

110 year s ago this summer , " A house divide d against itsel f cannot 

stand." 

I ask our nation not to be of one mind, but to be of one spirit. 

And it is because I trus t the toughness and resilience of -that 

Amer ican spirit that I do not shrink from the hard dec isions of the 

Presidency . 

I seek that respons ibiJity. 

I accept that burden. 
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I am ready to Jead our nation toward that New Day which awaits 

us . . 

That New Day was described by Linco ln's biographer , Car l 

Sandburg ... 

"I see America, not in the setting sun of a black night o f 

despair ahead o f us. I see Amer ic a in the crimson light of a rising 

sun f resh from the burning, c reative h and of God. I s ee great days 

ahead , great days possible to me n and women of will and vision ... " 

And tha t was the day for which Abraham Lincoln lived .. . and 

the idea for which h e died. 

But it is not the day to which we a re summoned by those politicians 

who , a century after Lincoln ' s death , are making a hollow j:ke of his 

tragedy. 

Is i t not the ~ 1 timate irony that today Lincoln Jies under a 

wreath cynically laid by a man who onc e stood in the schoolhouse door 

t o defy and deny the final meaning of Lincoln ' s life? 

Is it not the ultimate irony that Lincoln ' s p arty is today l ed 

by me n who would turn back the clock . .. turn b ack the tides of time 

and change . .. put the brakes on our p rogress towar d full opportunity 

.. . calculatingly ignore the dema nds o f the l eft-out Americans within 

the ir own party and in the nat ion .. join forces with the most r eactionary 

e 1 ements in Amer ic an society . .. and make a nightmare of the vision fo r 

which Lincol.n lived and died? 

And so I c a ll upon al l Ame ricans to ask themse lves this question ... 

What would happen in America if a Pres ident were e Jected on a 

c·ampaign and a strategy essentially des igned to exp Joi t the fears and 

/ 
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tensions that grip significant portions of our peopJe? 

Look at the open tension i n our cities. 

Listen to the ta · k of white vigi lan·tes and o f black 

revoluntionaries . 

Watch the sa1e of guns and the making of firebombs. 

Look at the flight of white people and mounting anger of 

black p eople . 

Is that the way America ends? - After all the years of faithful 

work and the high hopes of the voyagers who c ame here .. all the dre ams 

that mankind had for this nation in a "new world." 

Does the land of the free and the home of the brave turn into 

an armed camp? 

Which way shall we go? 

I think it is a fateful choice . 

I don't see how the momentum of such a choice can be altered , 

once taken. 

Either we turn backward into a continually increasing polarizing 

of the nation and a widen ing spiral of fear -- or we continue to go 

forward into a new day of justice and order . 

Which way: Apartheid or democracy? Separation or community? 

A society of ordered liberty or a society of fear and repression? 

I seek the Presidency. of the United States . 
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But I have asked myself, in Lincoln ' s words: 

"What is the Pres idency worth to me if I h ave no country?" 

And I know my answer . 

Winning the Presidency is not worth the price of silence · or 

evasion on the issue of human rights . 

Winning the Presidency is not worth a compact with extremism. 

And so I shall make this election a referendum on human rights 

and opportunity in Amer ic a . 

I shall, as that good and wise man Adlai Ste venson did, talk 

sense to the American people . 

I shall l ay before the Ame rican people the things we must do 

together in terms of j obs and education, housing and income maintenance 

and health c are . 

I shall summon my fellow citizens to the most urgent task of 

our time, as it was the most urgent ask of Lincoln's time -

"With malice toward none ; with charity for all; with firmness 

in the right, as God gives u s to see the right, let us strive on to 

finish the work we are in ; to bind up the nation ' s wounds ... " 

I sha ll go forward with the firm conviction that, as Lincoln 

wrote in hi s first inaugural -- written here in Springfield, in a 

room upstairs over a store across the stree t from the State House 

we Americans " are not enemi es , but f r iends ... Though passion may h a v e 

strained, it mu s t not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords 

/ 
/ 
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o f memory will yet swell the chorus of Union, when again touched; 

as surely they will be, by the b etter angels of our na·ture ." 

And I shall do so with the humility born of the knowledge that, 

as Lincoln knew, " ... we c annot escape history ... We shall nobly save , 

o r meanly·- lose , the l ast best hope of e ar th." 

Thi s is the i ss ue . 

This i s the clear and conscious choice which I shall t ake to the 

Amer ican people . 

And, in the words o f Lincoln ' s successor , "I propose to fight it 

out on this line if it takes all summer ." 

I ask you to stand with me on that line ... 

This summer ... 

This fall. . . . 

Next January .. . . 

And in all the years beyond . 



REMARKS 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1968 

I see by the morning papers that Illinois had a distinguished 

visitor yesterday. 

~ But I also see that Mr. Nixon made sure to leave before the 

Humphrey Campaign Express pulled in last night.* - ' 
Frankly, 1•m beginning to think he•s avoiding me. 

{ Had I not been campaigning yesterday with Senator Ted Kennedy 

in Massachusetts-- had I not been visiting yesterday in Sioux Falls, - . 
South Dakota-- I would have joined Mr. Nixon in Peoria. 

£..::.r I have some questions to ask Mr. Nixon. 
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~ I'd like some answers --and I believe the A~eri~n people 

would also like some answers. 

~I think it's time we stopped passing like sh,lPs in the night--

1 think it's time we discussed our differences-- openJy, forthrigptly, 
" 

face-to-face --in PeQria --in Sprjngfield ... or on network television., 
- a j Mr. Nixon says he favors the treaty to stop the spread of nuclear 

weapons, but then he says he opposes Senate ratification this year. 

L_ Mr. Nixon says he favors law and order, but he refuses to 

make any statement on the issue of controlling fire,arms -- 'PQ&;:r:htn 
• 

nomination -- but Mr. Nixon refuses to say whether he supports the 

confirmation of Justice Fo,rtas ... and he refuses to repudiate his 
# 

extremist allies in the Senate led by Senator Strom Thurmond who 
- au£ ,.,.. 

are blocking a vote on the nomination. 
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Mr. Nixon goes into North Carolina and says he supports 

upreme Court's 1954 desegregation decision --but opposes 

implementation of that decision by the federal government. 

~ And then he goes back to the North and says it's "perfectly 

pro~r for the Federal government to act" when the action of a local 

school board is a subterfuge for segregation. 

j Mr. Nixon goes into low:!~d says he is going to change the 

farm program. But he doesn't say how. 

•t? I . 

L Would he change the wheat program? Or would he repeal it? 

ll believe it's time Mr. Nixon came,~:Jut of his storm cellar 

and answered some of these questions. 

( I believe it's time for Mr. Nixon to make good on his promise to 

debate the opposition on television --a promise he made repeatedly 

before and after the Rep ubi ican National Conventione:, 
'-r 
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( Or does he plan to tal(fboth sides of this issue too? 

~ I've taken firm positions on these issues --and I'm ready -
to defend each and every one. 

L.... Yesterday, for example, I released a comprehensive 10 
a .. a 

point program for bringing the American farmer into the 

economic mainstream of this nation. 

L B ut where does Mr. Nixon stand when it comes to 

specifics? 

L.. He talks alot about a mysterious list of 167 issues on 

which he supposedly has taken a firm position. 

But he always neglects to identify the 167 issues. 

I think the American people might be interested in learning 

what they are. 

L. So why keep it a secret -- unless he would prefer that ,..., -
the American people didn't find out. 



--5--

~ I thought that we might begin these discussions in 

Peoria or Springfield-- in the tradition of the Lincoln-Douglas 
... 0 • • 

debates --so the Arre rican people could decide on the basis of - ,. 
facts -- not empty promises, slogans, and that special brand 

of fence-straddling which Mr. Nixon perfected long ago .... 

"'But Mr. Nixon scurried away ... and when last seen 

was headed back East --to New York --and the sanctuary of 

~ ' ~.,. u.--:., his Fifth Avenue apartment. ..-~ • clv 
" No one said it better than Adlai Stevenson. "Mr. Nixon," 

c;t 21 t!E&Il &LSI roMorltad,ll•is the kind of politician 

who will cut down a redwood tree and then get on a stump and 

give a speech about conservation." 

You see, it's not a question of the "old" Nixon, or the 

"new" Nixon ... it's just the real Nixon •.. and he's as hard 

to find as ever. -Z Mr. Nixon has charged there is some coli us ion between 

my supporters and the supporters of Governor Wallace. Well, 

that charge is patently ridiculous and Mr. Nixon knows it. 
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But I issue this challenge: let Richard Nixon, George 

Wallace and me debate the issues on national television. 

That way we'll soon find out who is in coli us ion with whom. 

And it won't be Humphrey and Wallace. 

L We stand today, as Lincoln stood, at the moment of 

maxi mum peril for our nation/. And in November the American 

people must make a fateful choice --just as they had to choose 

in 1860 and 1864. 

L The choice is this: Shall we -- as a nation -- move forward 

toward one society of opportunity and justice ... or shall we 

abandon this commitment out of fear, and move instead toward 

a fractured and divided society --black against white; rich against 

poor; young against old. 

And the decision we make this year will decide it fori us, 

for our children, and for all those who have believed and 

sacrificed in the building of this nation. 
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~ Do the American people believe that the fears and 

frustrations of life in the twentieth century can somehow 

be made to vanish
1 

by papering over our problems and 

ignoring our shortcomings? 

L Or are we made of sterner stuff? Are we better than 

.0:' many of our press and pollsters and politicians give us 

credit for bei~? 

Are we strong enough to bear the responsibilities of 

power? 

.•• smart enough, and tough enough, to find our way -
through to the future which can yet be ours? 

As for myself, I must speak out on this issue. In Lincoln 's 

words --and this passage was among Adlai Stevenson's favorites --

11 1 must keep some standards of principle fixed within myself. 11 

"-.An America fulfilled --an America of equal justice and 

equal opportunity-- has been the guiding faith and principle 

of my life. As a candidate for the highest trust of my nation ..•. 

as a leader of my party - - I shall not renounce that principle now. 

~trust the American people. 
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It is because I trust the greatr unfrightened majority of .., 
Americans, that I choose to SQeak,' not to their fears, but to their 

pa 

hopes ... to call forth not the bitterness and resentment of life, but 

the vision of a New Day for all mankind-- for what Lincoln himself -
called "The Family of Man''. 

{Abraham Lincoln told the people of this city 110 years ago 

this summer, "A house divided against itself cannot stand.'' 

I ask our nation not to be of o e mind, but to be of one spirit. 

American spirit that I do not shrink from the hard decisions of the 

Presidency. 

I seek that respons ibi I ity. 

I accept that burden. 

As that good and wise man Adlai Stevenson did -- I shall talk 

sense to the American people. 
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I shall talk sense to them about the issue of order and 

justice --as I did earlier this week with my comprehensive and 

specific program to stop crime and lawlessness in this country. 

L_..l pledged to support our local police -- not with slogans and 

bumper stickers --but with leadership and federal resources, 

including money-- money desperately needed for higher salaries .... 
and more personnel and for better training and equipment. 

L I pledged to stop riots by increasing training of our local 

police and National Guard in riot contr~ including the creation 

I shall summon my fellow citizens to the most urgent task 

of our time, as it was the most urgent task of Lincoln's time --

"With marice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness 

in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on 

to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds .•.. " 
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L1 shall go forward with the firm conviction that, as Lincoln 

wrote in his first inaugural --written here in Spr~~ld, in a 

room upstairs over a store across the street from the State House --.,. ___ _ 
.,t we Americans ~~are not enemies, but friends •.. though passion 

may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The 

mystic chords of memory ... will yet swell the chorus of Unio~ 
• 

when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels 

of our nature. 1~1 
~ 

And I shall do so with the humility born of the knowledge 

that, as Lincoln knew, 11 
••• we cannot escape history ... we shall 

nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth. 11 

7his is the issue. 

This is the clear and conscious choice which I shall take to -

it out on this line if it takes all summer. •• 
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I ask you to stand with me on that line 

This summer ... 

This fall ... 

Next January ... 

And in the years beyond. 

# # # 
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1 
Vice President Humphrey. Thank you very much. 

2 
Thank you very much, Gov&rnor Sb~piro. Aa I a~e these 

3 
affectionate signs around the country, saying Governor Sam --

4 
and that is tlie way we feel, a warm, generous, compassionate 

5 
human being with a great sensitivity to the needs of our 

6 
people -- Governor, I have not the slightest doubt, my dear 

7 friend, that the people of this state, who a'z:oe knownfor their 
8 political ~telligence, are goinq to elect you yes, in 

9 a very real sense, re•eleot, because you are in a great 

10 tradition -- elect you th~, governor of thegr·eat state of Illino · s. 

11 Now, permit me if I may to say a word about our candidate 

12 for th«a u.s. Senate, Bill Clark, distinquished lawyer, able, 

13 honorable, public servant, qharacterized by a sense of 

14 integrity, a deep sense of compasion, a man of peace, that 

15 speaks his heart and speaks his mind, I am very proud to be 

16 ohe of his friends and to be the leader of the party of which 

17 h is a member, and I want him to know that my hope is that hew 1 

18 be successful, and I ask you people to help elect him your next 

19 u.s. Senator_ 

20 How can one really feel totally at ease in a historic 

~ 21 setting like this? Ftrst of all, we have all been pre$ented 0 

22 here today by a very fine American, a young American, a servant 

23 of the people of this state, a man who ,in his own right has earn d 

i 24 is own place in the hearts of our countrymen, the distinguished 
cii 

"' 
~ 25 son of a very great and distinguished ; father -- my friend and 
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nd his f$ther my friend. I must say that my cup ~un~tp 

ver today in terms of gratitude and appreciation., and I want 

dlaL Stevenson to know that this is one of the finest moments 

f my public life, to be he~e on these steps of the Lincoln 

Hou•e with you -- with you in this Capital City, the City from 

whence Lincoln left, gave his farewell remarks to go off to 

became the President of a divided nation, a troubled Republic. 

My m~nd has had literally flashing thoughts aa l have 

stood here: Firat as I listened to the invocation by the Rev. 

c;;aebel, -• I listened to the inspiring words that came from 

Lincoln and also from Prohets amount and also from the Old 

Testament, as I listened to him apeak of justice flowing like 

a stream, I was reminded of my readings of the Prophet AmOs, 

whom I always called the original liberal for all pGlitical 

and spiritual people; who feared not to speak the truth as he 

saw it and h~ard it. But as I stap~ hete, I can't help but kee 

~inking how Lincoln said that we must meet new situations with 

new so~utions. What is more needed now than that knowledge, 

because we are in an end of an era and the beginning of a new 

day, and new soluti~ns 4re needed for new •ituations. 

What we had yesterday cannot be enough ~nd what wo~ks, 

we will use and that which will not, we'll cast aside, because 

no man that seeks tbe preside~cy of the United State• can 

afford to be bound by the past. He must be uied to th~ 

tomorrows and the future; otherwise, he would be unworthy of t e 

high office t~at he seeks. 
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1 I want this audience to .kn.w before I speak a~other minut~ 

2 that just as I said in my ~cceptance speech, I repeat now, that 

3 the aolutiQns and the proqrams and the policies of yesterday 

4 may not apply to the needs and tne critical situations' of 

5 tomorrow, and I shall not feel bound by them, but I shall seek 

6 with Gods ~o help to find new waya and indeed, if possible, 

7 better ways to find solution• and answ~s to the problems of 

8 this generation and yet generations unborn; because $very 

9 president is not only the president of his time but he alsp 

10 by his acts and his words and his dee.ds conditions the life of 

11 a nation for years t-o come, and indeed, h~s policies -.£feet 

12 the lives of children yet unborn. 

13 so we come here tQday and speak from the steps of the 

"' ~ 14 bome of the Emancipator. And we must be emancipated -- emanci-

s 
0 
0 
N 

u 
ci 

ui 
z 

15 pated from the yesterdays where th•re were wrongs; emancipated 

16 from the fears and the qoubts ~hat paraly&ed a nation; emanci-

17 pated from suspiciott and despai-r which cripple a people. And 

18 if I can but do just a little of W'h~t is in my heart, we shall 

19 have a better nation, a freer nation, a_nd a more j·uat society. 

20 
My friends, I know you have had Jftany distinguished visitot: • 

21 
I even saw by the morning papers that Ill.inois had a distingui,s 

22 
visitor yesterday. 

23 
Oh, no, I don't want ever a Humphrey aupporter to boo 

24 
anybody. 

25 
Let me tell you, my friends, I say t~at in good humor 
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and in sincerity, becaus~ there is one thing that I hope to 

address myself to a 1itt,l• in this meeting. T~at is our 

conduct as citizens. 

I want this ~rica to be America the beautifulr and 

I will tell you somethihg 1 you are never very beautiful if 

you are angry and you are never very beautiful if you are 

disrespectful. 

But lee me get back. We had a visitor here, an~ my 

friend Adlai Stevenson made a suggestion. He sugge$ted that 

Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wallace will be through the state, as long 

as some of our Republican friends had come here, and senator 

Dirksen has been here, that might not pe a good idea if we 

gathered to9ether on the$e steps as gOOd citizens and a\~a 

that we would have a few words with each other a~d a few 

15 words to the crowd. 

16 But I see that our invitation was not accepted, even 

17 though it was one delivered in full hospitality and generosity 

18 of •pirit. 

19 I see that Mr. N Mxon ma~e sure to leave before the 

20 Humphrey campaie1n exp•esa pull.ed in last n~ght. 

21 And I don't •• blame him. 

22 I am begiftning to think that he is avoiding me. 

23 And I have looked at all toose T.V. ad$ and that is not 

24 the trouble. I have been takinq my shOwers regularly. 

2 5 Now, had I not been compaigning y-eterday in Maa•achusett~ 
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with Senator Ted Kennedy, and had I not been visiting --

a.nd had I not been visiting- and campaiqning in Sioux Falls, 

south Dakota, yesterday, with Georg6 McGovern -- l would have 

joined Mr. Nixon in Peo~ia. For I have some questions to ask 

him and I think now that I will just sort of spread them on the 

record. 

I would like some answers to ~ these questions, too. 

I believe the American people would also lik$ some answers. 

I think it is time that we stopped passing like $hips in ~he 

nigh~ and I think it is time that we discussed our differences 

cpelly,forthrightly, face to face, in Peoria, in Springfield, 

or on a network television. I think it is ti~~ for that. 

Now, Mr. Nixon is f~lly aware of the politics of our 

time. He is an old hand at it. He said he favors the treaty 

to stop the $pread of nuclear weapons ~- in other words, to 

ban the bomb in coumt;'ies that do not have it. But t .hen 

he says that he oppo.ses Senate ratification this year. 

He is sort of the fellow that says, I love my wife, but 

I am not going to give her any money. 

Yes, he is for the t~eaty, but -~ 

He says he favors law and order, but he refuses to make 

aay statement at all on the issue of controlling firearma. 

He aays he is for l•w and order, and then he proceeds 

to attack the highest tribunal of this land, the Supreme 

court, to which people look for justice. And he attacks 



1 
the Attorney Genera~, who is the chief law enforcement 

2 
tficer of the land. 

3 

0 I w uld remind him that Abraham Lincoln once reminded 
4 

all f u s he pOk of the need for 1 w and order th t w 
5 

have r sp ct for the law and that we have r sp ct for thos 
6 

who ar r sponsib1e for the enforcement of the law .. 
7 

~1r. Nixon says that he admires Justice Fortas. My, he 
8 

is so kind th days. It is haraly becoming. 
9 

15 
s nat.or StromThurmond, who i blocking that v te on th 

16 
nOmination riqht now. 

17 
It is a sad day in this country, my fri da, when a man 

18 
wh talks bout a n w America a does th R publican nomin 

19 
joins up ith the remnants of th old at and the we~a• worst 

20 
part of the rican h ritage. 

21 
Mr. Nixon goes into North Carolin and he a y brav ly 

0 22 
bOldly that h support th 1954 deseqr gation d ciaion. That 

23 
is 14 y ar old. You c g t pr tty brav on that. 

24 
But he opposes th implementation of that decision kH 

25 
by the f deral qovernment. R is for it, but --
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1 Then he goes up north to rather safe country on a matter 

2 ~ike this, up in Iowa, and says it is perfectly proper 

3 for th federal government to act when the action of a local 
Q 

4 school board is a subterfuge for segr gation. 

5 Mr. Nixon is having his own debat • 

6 I have a feeling, my friends, that the new Nixon and th 

7 old Nixon are going to go at it for sometime and you are going 

8 to find out who is the real Nixon, and you are not going 

9 it. 

10 Now, my friend, Mr. Nixon, goes into Iowa. I was out at 

11 Jim craven's farm this morning, a beautiful farm, lov ly farm 

12 family. I could not help but reflect a• I did last night in 

13 Sioux Falls that M:r. Nixon has a great knowledge of agricultur • 

14 He is the only man in the history of the world who has ever 

15 tri d to plow a straight furrow with a corn picker. 

16 That is a honey. That is a beaut. You know, as Mayor 

17 - LaGuardia used to say, when he made a blooper, it was a 

18 beaut. Well, I will tell you, I have seen many a corn picker, 

19 but they have never been used up in my country for plowing etr gh 

20 furrows. 

21 Then he says he is going to change the farm program. 

22 Well, th y did it the last time they were in. The.y changed 

23 it to the c&st of $3 billion to the American farmer. But he 

24 does not say how he is going to change it now. 

25 r think it would be nice for the people of Illinois to 



1 ow wh t ! goi q t eh nqa bou the soy progr ? 

2 t h t ul· he cha.ng& abo t al gr pr gr ? 

3 o d h r peal it? Would mod. y it? 
0 

4 pr r ? Wcul h r l it? ould th whe 

5 would he c 9' the f. st p og:r ? Tb y id ~ t 

6 iv us much h lp in getting it in th first pl ce. 

7 I thi k we hAve t . riq t t: ltnov and I want hi t.o nsw r . 

9 n t !ood s p pr qr , .. Nixon, whe d you 

ral ai to ducatio ? 

11 .. Ni n., ice e? 

12 "' • Nixon, whe d yo etand on higher due Uo 1 

13 .l 
I wh t progr ? 

14 w~ re do you •t .. d n Juat.!e Port.aa? 

15 her do y u st.and? Wh re do you stand? I uat say is 

16 lu ~ .. 

17 Be ia the aat. t vi 9 ta.r9 t I have en since 
18 nd quail out of the field.. B t. I think I ught t 

19 
t. 

20 y u y t ., 

21 ice Pl:'asid ntial l. It is h d f r • of y u. 

0 22 20-20 visio 0 it. fr thu•, but let ain it -
23 u. I 1 ok t it lo nd I got a Utt.l rried 
24 gl ~ t>ecau. he do n_ot. I l k t healthy. 

25 T · Pr aid ntial ql.e hia wi gs up here like th t, 

lear 7 d, beautifully f at din he cl 



1 aet of claws are the olive branches which tepreaent. the deaire 

2 of this nation for peace; in th other set of claws. ea-a---

3 ia a group or bunch f arrows, .repr aenting America' a conat.an 

4 preparation for national defense and national • curity, our 

5 atrength. And they are balanced off. That ia the Presidential 

6 
seal. 

7 
I have got to looking at it ao much, I am beginning to 

8 
like it. 

9 

10 

ll 
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Then I otook a look at mine and sompepeople think 
that it's upside down. It only reminds you that a VP 
has a lot of responsibility, but not much authority. 

. And I looked at it and lo and behod, I found that pp~ r 
poor little, emaciated eagle had only one little sprig of 
olive branch. 

How can you expect me to be the number one peace 
man with just one little sprig of olive branch? (Applause) 

Let me haee a handful , and believe me, you*ll have peace 
I want that made quite clear. (Applause) 

But now, you take a look over on that other side and you'll see there is that poor little Vice Presidential eagle with just one little arrow. Somebody aaid, what in the world js that all about? Wpy just one? vfuat are you going to do with it? 

I said, "Nixon' s the one •• , 

Well, my friends, if Abraham Lincoln could have a story to tell in the height of the tragedy of our nation in his time, I think maybe just a little levity once in a while in good taste is all right in this campaign. 

So I believe, Mr. Nixon, it is time for you to come out of the storm cellar so I can get a im on you. 

I believe it's time for Mr. Nixon to make good on his promise. 

{From crowd: "Get (or lay) it on him"). 

I'm about to do so. And I intend to tell it on him just like it is. 

I believe it's time for Mr. Nixon to~ake good on at least one promise. You remember what he said? H said he wantEFl to debate the opposition on television.--of course, t~at was Jf his Republican opposition; they're rather soft touches";'-a promise that he mad before and after the Republican National Convention. 

Now, Mr. Nixon,we both need a little time. 
more than you do. My finances aren't so godd. 
are ready. 

Maybe l need it m 
The networks 

I 
or does Mr. Nixon plan to take both sides of this issue, too? He's sort of for it, but--

Now, I have taken firm positions on ~he issues that I've mentioned here today, and I'm ready to defend each and every one. Yesterday, for example, I released a compre
hensive ten-point proqram f~r brinqinq the American f~rmer in~n 
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comprehensive ten-point program for bringing the A.merican 
farmer int the econ&mic mainstream of this nation, add 

1 I knww the difEerence between a plow and a corn-pmcker, too. 
I want that clear. 

2 
And where does ~k. Nixon stand? Where does he stand · 

3 when it comes to these specifics? 

4 

5 

6 

He talks a lot about a mysterious list of 
which he supposedly has taken a firm position. 
I want to tell you, Mr. Nixon's firm positions 
make an ad for jello look like concrete. 

167 issues on w 
'/11~ 

\iOUld 

f/J I think the American people would be interested 
7 ,S in learning what these firm positions are, so why keep it 

a secret? Unless he would prefer not to have the 
8 American people find out. 

9 And I thought we might begin those discussions in Peoria 
or Springfield in the tradition of the Lincoln-Douglas debates 

10 so that the American people could decide on the basis of the f cts 
not empty promises, not t slogans, and that special brand f= 

11 of fence-straddling which Mr. Nixon perfected at least a 
generation a~o. I think it's time to have the facts laid on 

12 _ti.he line, son 't you? 

13 But Mr. Nixon scurried away and when last seen, was heade 
back east; to New York and the sanctuary of the Fifth 

14 Avenue a!artment. 

15 Well, he can come out frame either the apartment of tee 
storm cellar. No one has said what I have said better 

16 than the late and beloved Adlai Stevenson, who said Mr. Nixon 
the kind of a politician who will cut down a redwood tree and 

17 get on the stump and give a speech about conservation. 

18 

s 
he 

You know, he sort of reminds me of thet fellw who 
plying for a job t teaching school. He wanted to be a 

19 geography teacher, and he came into one of those counties down in 

20 
Tennessess yearsrago where they had a difference of opinion 
about whether the world was t round or flat. This poor 

21 

22 

23 

fellow just wanted to please everybody, so he met with the 
school board. 

The school board said, now just one question; I just wan to 
ask you, how do you teach geography? Do you teach that the wo ld 
is round or do you teach that it is flat? 

24 He said, I can teach it either way. 

25 That is it; that is it. For something,but--
I'm for it, but not now. I like it a little bit. 
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Ladies and a ntlemen, :~e do .not n d 
the White 1 ouse. eneed lead rship in 
firo 1 ad rship in the White House. 
f 

quessing gam in 
the 'hite llous • 

Wel1, dear friends, ~e stand bere today where Lincoln 
3 May I say that standing her r inds rne of the kinds of po 

that ave been taken i this c paiqn by Mr. \'Ia! lace 
4 and .~. Nixon and by other • I have said and I repe t, I'm 

pr par d to discuss thes$ 1 ~u s in good humor and good 
5 sen e with y of thes men. We stand at the .. oment of 

maximum Peril for our nat.io • I'm not unaware of that nor ar you. 
6 

l'-1e are i.n troubl • Our people are torment d.. -There 
7 are oassions amcn~st our peopl today that can be fanAed into 

fir • Th re is a anness in very society, bit tjere os a;sp 
8 a gppdmess/ he question is which shall come to the fpr 

9 fir • Th$>:e 1 a meanness in every soeieila. but. ther i also 
1./f.t--f.:~~~~J a g9od.ness. The qu t.ion is which sbul come to he 

10 for front? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

ln Novemb r~ th American p opl will ake a fateful 
choicer just as they had to choose in 1860 and in 1864. 1\nd 
tjat choic i this: shall w as a nation move forw rd to ful 
th erican dream of one soci ty of opportunity ~~ snf 
justice, or h 11 we bandon this nobl commitment out of 
feat, out of prejudice# and move instead toward a fractured an dii 
divided society --black aqainst whit, rich aqainst poor, 
yo ~ aqainst old? 

My fe.llow Americans, th t ia th issu in this tiJd 
c paignl That is the issue in this campai~n. That is 
not only in this campaign; ore importantly, th t. is tb 
is ue in thi coun~J: will w be one nation? Will governmen 
of the peop1e, by the people, an for the peoplehe permitted t wox 
work? 

can we be what Lineol said 
b st hope of arth? 

should b , the last 

I hope so, and I hope that somehow or other, as we listen 
peopl , in th debate, in the discussion of a great political 
campaign., that we '11 search deep into our souls 
and into our spirits and ask ourselv s this question• wh t 
kind of an Am ica do I want, not for myself but for my childr n? 

Because the d c!sion e mak this year will decide it for 
24 ours lv s -s 11 s for our chile•dren ana for all those 

who have bel! ved and acrificed in building thi , th 
25 qreatest Republic ont tb face of the earth. 

You kno , I •m a sentimentalist .. · I • often accused of it. 
I qu it's suppos to be a weakne • If it is, then r• gu lty. 
I • A sentimentalist bout this Republic, about this country, 
-'--·-.L. ... ~-- ·"- " -
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a man born in the p~J~~/ plains, of humble parentage. Yet 
I can stand before you as a candidate for the office of 
President. 

The same is true of Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wallace -- none of 
them privileged, all of them from humble families, humble begin i~ 
nings. It is a wonderful thing to live in a country that 
offers such opportunity. 

But, my friends, it hasn't offered that same opportunity 
to everybody. What Lincoln was trying to teach us was that 
we must open the gates of opportunity; that it wasn't good eno h 
just to have some of us who have a chance, that every man 
must have a chance, every man. 

And he also tried to teach us that we must face up to 
the facts. There is no easy way out. ~~~S~~~//~ Slogans wil 

- never do it. There are no panaceas. And I do not come to 
you to offer you an easy life, I come to you to ask you to 
live the life of a great people. 

I do not come to you saying that the Federal Government 
has a solution for everything: I come to you to tell 
you that this government will be no bettern t~~~/ than the 
people that inspire it. I ~~ come to you to ask you to be 
great people. 

I ask you these questions: Do the American people believ r 
that the fears and the frustrations of life in this, the 
last third of the ~~ twentieth century, can somehow be made 
to vanish by just papering over our problems and ignoring 
our shortcomings? 

Or are we made of sterner stuff? Are we better than 
so¢~ many of our pollsters and our commentators and our 
politicians gave us credit for being? 

Are we strong enough, I ask you, to bear tJ~ the 
responsibilities of power? And power is no privilege or 
luxuty, my dear friends; it is a awesome ~~ responibility and he 
~~~~ task of statesmanship is not merely the exercise of 
power, but it is the restraint of the use of power id a 
powerful age. 

Can we find our way through, in otaer words, to the futu 
which can yet be ours? 

As for myself, I must speak out on this issue. Im 
Lincoln's words, and this was one of Adlai's favorite 
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1 as age : bl must ke~p ome standard of principl 
ixed 11ithin mys lf.• 

2 
rinciple. Presidents do not ed to be popul&t. But 

3 aidents nust stand on principl and ¢./.¢-¢ cendidat s 
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---5 
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stand on principl • 

An America fulfill d, an rica of qual j usti.co and 
qua~ opportun.ityt you now s ell as I do, has b n 
he quidin9 princi .le of my life. It has been a principl 
at has caused me in and ufferin9 on odcasion. 

:But in. the .ain. it has mad me eel clean r and 
tt r. d as a candidat.e for the highe t trust o! thas 
tion, a a leader of y party 1 I. shall not, under ny 

ircumstance.s .. compromise with t.b principle of equal. 
ustice, equal riqht..s, and equal trea n.t for ev ry American. 

d it is bee u I trust th great unfriqhtened majority 
ricans th t. I cho se to speak .not to their f ars but 

their hopes, to call forth not the be bitt rn ss and the 
sen nt of life, but th vision of a n day for all o 

anld.nd ; for what Lincoln hi self called the family of man. 

Ab.rah Lincoln told th people of this city one hundred 
ears a9o this summer, a house di vid a ain t itself cannot 
t • And that. l say that. this n.ation divided aqainst itsel 

l ask ou~ nation not to be of on mind, but of on.e spirit. 
t is b caus• I trus 1 th firmness and the r sill nc of 

chaxact r f th American spirit tbat I do not BJIIMXX 
h.rink fro th hArd daci«Sions of tb presidency. I ek that 
espoDsibllity and I accept that burden. 

I have prepared my 1 f for this hour and thi day, and I 
Ch· cbane t;o 1 ad this nation with you. 

And in th ·ords of that 9r t stat eman of this state, 
am 9oing to talk nd do t k a n e to the peopl • l shall 
lk sense t.o tb about t.h issu of l..aw an<l order, order 

nd just1c , just a X did arlier this week with my eompre
ensive and speei£ic program to top crim and lawlesane s in 
hi country. I pledq sup ort of our local police, but not 
ith s~cqa.ns a.n.d bumper stickers, but with leadership and 
eder 1 resources, incl ding mon y, -on y desper taly ne d 
or better salari and more persona l and bett r tr ining 

d better equipment. 



~ 

. 1~. 
' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q 
23 

24 

25 

I pledqe to stop riots by increasing the training of 
our local police so they are diseplined. And the National 
Guard i.n riot control, including the creation of hiqhly mobile ,_ 
units which can act immediately to stop civil disorders in 
their earliest stages. We can do this, but we must teach 
our children what Lincoln said: "Love of the lawt r spect 
of the law t lawlessness a-s :tar a• in the home and law 
starts in the home. ,r 6 t-C. r-+5 
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it is t this p int th t I r onatr .. with y 

rs. I /have be n ubj ct, aa you know r ·of many 

of harassment, of bitt attack , of what. I oall bad 

nn r , of demonst.r tions, d some f the that ar ugly. 

and gentlemen, th right f f 

v it d troy d by th a wh beli 

peach i too precious 

i n thinq. Y u 

h ve fr e apeach d atroyed •1ther by government r a 

Ids t very • Every man baa -th ri ht. to a k. 

t n CCUiaAr 11 y h VI t.o be tak 

t beard. 

rio ly, but h h a 

tie have t.h riqht to assemble, and let no qOverJlll\8l'lt and 

b and let no gr .up f litant delillOn:str . tors br k 

14 p tb t ziqht to asa mbl • v ry rican f voting g 

15 right to vote.. And 1 t gov r t, no group f 

16 b in any w y in: erfere wit:h th t. precious right o p 

17 pulu over ignty, t.h riqht to V: te. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Let' atabli h ao st dud her .. I summon, th for , 

f ll citizen t.o th t. urgent task f our ; with 

d non , with ch ity for 11 , with firum· as in 

22 on t finish the work ){ 

23 wounds .. 

i:h right. Let us striv 

e in, to bind up the nation' a 

24 I a 11 forward with that firm c nvicU n from t.h 

25 at pa of this hallowed lac .. Aa Lincoln wrote in his first 

inaugural written h r · in Springfiel.d 1 in a r 

r a at re croaa atr t from the old Stat Rou lis c 



7 

Q 

1 o how timely these words are tOday: "\ie Americans are not 

2 fri nds. ~- Though passion may hav strain d, 

3 t must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic cords 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

f memory will yet swell the chorus of th union when again 

surely they will be, by th better ang ls of our 

Beautiful words, prayerful words, and words o pertinent 

I shall do t.his with humility more than of the 

nowledge, as Lincoln knew th t we cannot escape history, 

hat we shall nobly sa~ or ft-Wi} meanly los the last b at 

pe of earth. 

This is the issue, then, this is the clear and conscious 
; 

13 ' boice which I shall take to the American people. 

14 

15 

A great American general that fought with Lincoln said, 

hall propose to fight it out on this lin if it takes all s 

16 · adies and 9 ntlemen, I shall propose to fight out this issue 

17 ' ne nation, a nation of respect and. digni~y, a nation not 

18 
ivided, a nation united, a nation in which Americans, black 

19 
' r white, rich or poor, can st nd up in honor and say and 

20 
proclaim proudly, and knowingly, that it is a fact, I am proud 

21 to be an American. 

22 Now, fri nds, let's take this case to our neighbors and 
t.da"'t 23 our homes. This election will not be efte< here on these steps. 

<vt. """-
24 This lection will be ~ in the minds of the people. It will 

~V\... 25 b one in the hearts of the people. It will be hen tb 



rican peopl know that p tUne is a tr; it of a weak 

1 lost p opl • 
won 

2 It will be ... /wh n Americana know that bitterness and 

3 aasion ar tr its of a weak and loat people, and it will b 

4 on when Americans realize that goodness can produce great-

5 and that gt:eatnesa can produc t.h kind of an Americ 

6 d of and that you want to liv in. 

7 That is y challenge to you and I ask yo~ now on this 

8 pl tform t help me unite thi AmeJ:ica, help m bind up the 

9 ounds, help ta k thia )IS a bett$%' country .. 

10 Thank you very much. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



!M~~ 't;-ht( !?e ~;Je 
~~ ~~,·~v ~1ttt: ~~ 

' 
I know that the people are seeking new ways 

to insu~e law a d order in this city. 

I am familiar 1th this problem. I egan my public career 

as Mayor of a great city. When I came into office, Minneapolis 

was racket-ridden. When I left for the United States Senate 

four years later, we had driven the rackets out. 

My prescription was this: Be fair. Be tough. Spend 

enough, and above all, know your enemy. $frk~ ~ 

I know that as responsible Americans, the ,people of ~ 
~~~ 

understand that the answer to crime does not lie inAattacks on 

our c~~ts, or on our laws) Cl) Phuh/tk ... .tvfvu'u-t-(,7-~~~ 
~~~..Vl 
~~ies in reasoned effective action by state, local, 

and Federal authority, each bearing its share of the burden. 

Our front-lines- forces-- the police who carry the burden 

of our battle .a ainst crime-- need 

They a so peed adequate salaries -- so 
iavw...t.J.~ ~ ~-c.) ~e ~t .. ~ .. 
~ attaacted to Qa~rs an polutenteJ I So t:tlat they ean support> 

~heir families iQ at l&ait moGeFate 

I intend to do something about this. 
'"fJe$ ~ 
Yeeec2~ I released my task force repo~t on order and 

justice -- containing spec1fic proposals on how I would get 

this job done. 

I • 



-2-

I am going to put the r-esources of the Federal Government -

for the first time on a major scale -- behind local 

I am going to put Federal funds behind the t~t:=awo 

force .,._ to help support their training and equipment, ar1d salaries. 

I am going to give you action -- not wordS, slogans, and 

~X'€"[1CJ~ble attacks on 0~ ~~urts rr law enforcement officials. 

I ask the people of to join me -- with faith in 

the essential ability of this country to cope with all its 

problems -- in building America so strong and free that no one 

will ever be able to tear it down. 

- HHH -

It.~ ~~ t: Ur~ 'r' L~#l p<~ 
de 4~1 t~tf(tLZli:-..:._,_ ~ ~- 1 ~ .1~ 
_tr-~l (1M~ 1 f-£1 Ca-~ 
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