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September 24, 1968 - 3 p.m . 

Vice President Fumnhrey . Laches a.ncl aentl e:men .· I havE- 2. statement which I ·Hould like to rn.ake first. 1\nd then , of course, the questions. 

Hr . Nixon s ays the Ar:~erican \•mrkina P."an has been or.. a trec..C:mill the last few hears. I believe he has his dates somewhat ~ixed. The fact is th2.t the .n~erican worY.incr man 1 ~12.s very rruch on a tr-a.dmill durina the ~ixon-~epublican years and it is only since 1961 that he has begun to ~0ve fnrward . s~ I thcuqht todav I would re·view that Republican treadmill cf 1953 tc ~anuary 1961 an~ review t he steacy steps ~orward since 1961 ta 1968 as it relat2s t~ our economy. 

Take a look at the facts. ~inc~ early 1961, purchasina po~er per person after tax~s, after allowincr for price increaees -- in other wcrds, real income -- has ri sen by about one-third -- 32 percent. ~hi s is lika an Pxtra 17 pay c~ecks every year. This is 't•!hat ~1r. Tixon calls that ~ emr.cratic treadiTlill. 

Durinq the eiaht l T ixon-~epublicar.. years, the raise ~as bearly one percent a year, aoryroxi~atPly nine percent as corpare~ to the Democratic 32 percent. 

Mr. Nixon says that the tax burden is the heaviest in ~ur 
history ::.nd 0nce again , he faults himself by pc0::- !'1e:rnory or deliberate misreores~ntation 0f the facts . 

v'~3.t a shr.rt ~emory. The fact is that th~ Demccr2.tic ,!ohnsonFu!!"ohrEy administration has lo~¥ered taxes. 1'..11 person~ and corpora-· tions will pay $16 billion less in taxes in 1968 than in the tax rate 0f the Nixon Year 0f 1960 still prevailed. 

In 1964 and 1965, federal tax rates wer e lo~er by $11 billion for individuals, $3 billie>n for corporations. This year, even after t he temoorary incre~se of the surtax, ~merican families are payina ruch less in incone taxes t~an in 1 960 , the last qepublican year. 

I nust sa~' that J~r. ~'ixon is either very poorly inf0r,....ed. or deliberate misrepresentinq economic statistical in~nr · ation . 

. A. family ~~Tith S5,000 inc0me pa.ys $130 less taxes in 1 S68 
than in 1960. A fa!!"ily with $15,000 incore cays $269 less in taxes this year than he wr.uld have rai~ in the la~t ~eouMlican vear. 

'NoH, those are the fact::;. If ' ~r. l'1 i:>~on is una\vare of them, I shall see that they are readily made available to him. ~r. r- ixon says the country has been l0~inq its gr.ld, but he f0raets when the gold train started, t~en they started to pull the plug out of Port Knox, and it \'ras unc'l.er the lc.st ~eoublican AC.I"linistratior. .. 

In the last three years under the Fix~n Qeoublicans, the annual liquidity deficit -- that is, t he crcld 8Ut-fl w, averaged $3.7 billion per year. It has never been t~at high under any Democratic year. The countrv lost far more of its international reserves between 1952 and 1960 uo to January '61 t han between 1961 and 1968. fo even on the point of ac lo ~ 11~r, . 7 ixon is f und to he faul tv. 

It '"as one of the Nixnn-~epublican rne~ses left tC~ the Democrats. 

Nowr there are a few ~thar thinqs that rr. nixon f~rcrot t0 mention. Like eroployment , for exa~ole. It has increased by nore than 10 million jobs since 1961, at hicrher waaes than any ~epublican year. 
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In the eiaht r1ixon-Republican years, the increase was about 
$4 million. Sc \<Te have C.oni2: two anc a half times 2.S well, a 250 
percent increase. T~Y.~ a lm0k at une~plov~ent. It was sev~n percent 
of the work force in 1960, and it has declined to 3.5 in 1968, the 
lowest in 15 vears. If thE> rate of unE>rnloVM.ent were as hi0h ncn•7 z:s 
when t't-.e ihxon "qepuhlican .:'- dJT'inistration left 0f::ice, nearly 3 r'.illion 
pe ole '>vh0 are nm.v at v.rork 1•T!)Uld be tr=-.T{lnin<1 in the streets lo0kina 
f r jQhs. That is the price that we woul8 be ryayina for a Nix~n 
economic oolicy . 

.P,nc prn.fits for .'\i1eric?.n husinec:;s. Durina 1953 t0 1960, they 
were at a steady level with no increase. But fr0M 1961 to 1968~ 
they ~ore than doubled. N0w, those are the facts that ~r. Nixon 
knows but which he refuses to sneak. I miaht a6d that while all 
of this was qoing onr this administration of which I aM nroud to be 
a Il1ember, the Johnsnn-Hunph.rey l 1Clministration, increased investP".ents 
in education by 300 percent, from three -- from S4 billion to $12 
billion. v7e increased investrrents in health by over 300 percent - 
from $4 billi0n to Sl4 billion ; a little over 20 Millicn Pmericans 
c..re protected by ~~edicare, and last ye.ar, over seven million received 
benefits under it. 

Hare than 600,000 dis~bled citizens have been emoloyed under 
our proqrarn of vncati0nal rehahilitation. Peadstart and other 
nre-sch20l proarams have br0twht education and. health care to 'lore 
than hm million children. 

In another area, on wanpcwer traininq, and I note this because 
Mr. Nixon takes a dim view of our efforts in the pnverty pronram. 
He c0ntributed a great i5.eal t~ the intensity 0f ooverty. Fe has 
had very little to say a~out its alleviation. 

In manpower trainina, there were no ~anpower traininq proqrams 
in the Pixon years, nor ~i6 he advocate any. ~a manoower develop
ment traininq pro~raf:!s, no v0cational trainina nr0qrams f0r unern
pl':'yed w0rkers. There '(>Jere no American w0rkers in aove!:'nrrent
sponsored trainin~ ~rocrrans. T cay there are 0ne Million beina 
reached in a~ult trainina alone, and ~ore than 800,000 have already 
been trainea and are on the job, and nearly 800,000 youths have 
received traininq under th~ ~Tational Youth Corps or Neiahhorhood 
Youth Corps. 

We presently have a budaet of over $2 hillion for manpower 
trainina alone. These are so~e o~ the social dividenos of 90 m0nthB 
af consecutive pr0sperity. 

Sc I fault Mr. Nixon this afterno0n, first of all on his 
philosophy : secondly upon the c.bsence of a procrraM ~ =.nd thirr'l_ly, 
on the misrepresentation o f the facts. 

Now, I rninht conclude ~ith just a friendly suaqestion as to 
how we can clear this all up. For several ~onths nC>t 7 , ~r. Pixon has 
been sayino that he thou0ht debates a~ona presidential candinates 
'vere a ao0o. thina. Ee said he was f0r the!", pc.rticularly =.s lonq as 
it v.1as amoncrst :Republican candidates. no"', hov1ever, he refuses 
tc accept ~Y challenge to debate him. I would prefer to debate 
111r. Nixon en prime time network telf'vision. Pm.vever p if that 
is not p0ssible, I am '~rillinq to rlebatE=> him at the ~-~hittier 
Elks Clu~ 0r in the offices of the r•ational Association of Manu
facturers, or in his Fifth ?\venue Aoartrnent or just to r.1ake it 
folksy, out at maverly here in Minnesota. 

;."ailinq a !-lumphrey-~1ixon deba te , I prcp0se a '~nskie-.~anew debate 
the nominees f~r the vice nresidency. I know that Senator Fd ~uskie 
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woulrl b<? ?': ?.pnv to ~eet 'the aov~!:'r_or in t~e st?.te; hous~ a~ Anaoolis 
O!:' rn?tybe "to tte r:overnor's likin('r, ~-+: -+:he Bal~inore Coun-t:v Sheriff' s 

office., or on the ~ason-Dixon line , o~ even in a netwo!:'k studio. 

The Humphrey--Huskie t c=:a.T'Il is r r. .e.dy to dP.bate. anyw!:e:::-e. , anytiMe., u::1de!:' 

any ausoi.ces. 

Alt."- rna -+:ely, I -v1ould be willi!'_a to deb3.tE both H:::-. ~1ixon and 

~1r. Ar:rr.ew at the. sa.mp tim:e. I-F th€y fe~l tha-+: o!"_~ nan v~rsus onf'. man j 

un-Fair, I will take o~ ~wo a -+: ones . Now, thar~ is ~ rpa son fo!:' that. 

Nixo!l can crive the soft answe-rs and Agne w could aiv~ the hard answers. 

posi tio:n on debates :rn.a v hi? kr.owr.. , I rav~ stat~.d i "t as b?s't I could 

today. 

Now, we ar~ r eady to do ::tis ~:nytimE'. I~ any of you qentl~r:1en 

of the -o~~ss 3.nd th$ rn~dia ca!!'l. b~. of helry, I wonlr'l likE" to cr~t or_ 

with ttis and I think it woul ~~ be crood to know where Hr. Nixon 

stands on t:!":e>. issu~ . Now, I ?..TTl r ""ady -For your que.stion s. 

0u~s~ion · Mr. Vic~ Pr~sid~nt, th~r~ a re these who nake a c ase 

tha-t:. even ttouc-~ Richa!"~ Nixor_ ' s Vietnam policy is not known., -a t 

least. =. Nixon a:d:r.tinistro;+.:.io!'l would p!"ovid~ a. ch~nae . Hha-t cc.r-. vou 

of-Fe.r to voters who wo!:.d4.r v1~at ki!"J i of a policy you t-roulc follovJ 

Vice P:r- .~sidf.'nt Hul'lphrey. First of all , I thin k -4-J;a.t i .f J'1r. 

Nixon, is say ina to the Ar1~'::ric ar!. -r:y:.ople th3.t ~-~ can prov.ir'le a c~a!lae 

in nolicy, it would be qoo~ to know what nolicy h~ -olans on chan"ina 

~nd wha~ cha~aes he is ~oin" to ~ake. This businPs s o-F de.cl~!"incr a 

rnora~oriur.1 or:. eve ry siani .jOicc.nt issue in o:r-der t .o !)Ut yourse:l~ 

:;;bov€; the batt l e may be a ll rirr~.~t <-o:::- a. ~:!:'~ sidE'nt --sme:ri tus, but no-+:. 

&or a orE-;s ident.i 3.. l c and:! ... d:i~e:. A nrP.sidentia.l ca.n-::Udatf'. shoulr'l com~ 

to crrins v1i t~ "thE. issu.os ?.nc. !'_ot da!lce ~.round the -FirE> .• If ~1Y. 

Nix~~ k!'l~ws ho'".v to P.rtd tl:a '~ar , ~nd I ~ecclll some rn:Jn ":hs b: ck w~er~. !1.r 

N.ixo!:. said that he had a plan -4-:.o end th~ wa:= 1 and I r e minn. ~y -Fri~nds 

of thE' m~.di.;;. o.jO th2t. stat~m:o~.'t '.Nhen Hr. Nixon s?..i-3. ~arly this y~,a~ 

th ~-4-:. he had a nlan to E"".nd the t,;a-::. !·:ell , i -r- hfl: h:::.s on~, he ot..,res it 
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to !"is count~y to nake that plan av3.ilabl-?., be.c::1use ev~ry Arn€'rican 

th~-t: I know of in his Duhlic u~si ti on \-.roule like to s~e this war 

ended and would lik~ to bri~~ about ~eace. 

I s~a~d on ~~e olatforM of my na~ty, tte P~~si1ent stands on 

t!'l.:!-1:. ol:!-f:form. I belie:v€1 that. ":he latform of th~ De.mocratic Pa rty 

on V.iE=tnam offers bo "".h the :fl1~xibilit.y tha+: is ~f.' CPssarv to th~ ne:xt 

P~esident for aei ust~Fnts ic +:hey ar~ neede.~, for alterations of 

, • ; -F po ... 1cy ~- - ar~ raquir~d by t"he situation \¥hie!": may nr~.v'!il, 

and a l so calls U"90!'l the next Pr~sid·ent to ::-ecor:mize that ther~. ar~ 

always risks in peace makina. Rut they arP. risks ttat a r e worth 

-=a'kinq. It is my vieV'J tta": the nlat.form of the Democratic Party th::~.t 

relates t:. bhe c~ssation o-F b::>mbi!lC", to free el""ctior:.s in VietnaM, 

to the r<?.h~bilitation of. the E<cono!'.1V ~ ~o ~te mat.tr::: :::- of ltv'ithdr:iwal of 

&oroirm force.s , to th~ d~-A.me~?ricanization of t hf'. conflict -- th::~.::. th3. ~ 

platfo~m is a sensib l e ~.npro:tch to pr.2.c~ ~=-kina in Vietna!"'l. 

L~?t -n~. :?..cd this , ::.~at. I ~m still Vr?: rv !'1Uc :t: of "".he ooinior: that 

~he n~cro-f:i?..~ions in Pari.s ca!:: be a!:1.t1 will be product.i VE'. I ~a.ve llrea't 

f?..ith in our ~earn of necroti~'tors an~ no nan has a areat.~r sta$e 

and no !"1a~ t~at I know o.c is morf; ·:'~sirous of pe.acC! ":..!:3.n t!"is :oresi-

d~7.r:t, ~·~r. ,Tohnson. And I am aoincr to suppor ... his end~avors. I~ he 

aes ::1.ot succeed, thE>:!;. when I be come the Pr.<='; sident, as I !lave said, 

as any new Prasident sur~ ly would, I will r~ass~ss t~e ~ntire 

situatio~, militarily, politically, e cononic a lly, diplomatically . 

And I v.rill do w~?..'":.ever I c3.n to t~y to brinq this con~lic+:. to a~ 

end , but to do it in such a way as to achiP. VE: our objectives, nam~ly 

the saf:=ty of Soutl:. ViP:tnan and t heir ricrht of self dP.te:rMination. 

Mr. Smith? 

()ue.stion. !:1r. Vic.,., nres.id~nt, did \Ale un<'lerstanc you corr~ctly 

that Pr~sident Johnson stands on the Vietn~~ plank o~ the Democratic 

dent has no obj Fction to our platform olank. I hav~ nevP.r heard him 
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say so a~d f '!.:-. Pr~sidP.n~ i~ not a man th~~ is with.out. wj_ llincr!!~ss 

to e.xor-=ss his noint of vi~M o~- all mat~~.rs of ns.~.ior..?..l s~cur:i.ty. 

Qu~s~ion. ~1r. Vice Pr~.sid~nt, in. r~c~n~ days 7 you havf' mountina 

a!l additional c>.tt.ack on ~1~. Nixon , oarticularly as it r~latP:d to the 

'52-1960 n~riod. Now, do you think his oosition in the Eisenhow~r 

Administ::::-a-tion was any morE": in control of the oolicies of t!'!at 

administration than, say, your position has b~en with the Johnson 

Adminis~ration. 

Vic~ President HQ~phr~y. No, I do no~, but I am proud of our 

I am ?roud of i~s economic r~cord, of its social 

r?cord, o ~ its dome:stic rf'cord. And I think that t..,hat w~ havP. don~ 

in t~rms of int~rnational policy has bAen in the best inter~sts of 

this na~ion's sr?curity. Ar:d I suhmit that I am willinfl to take 

cr~dit ~or the 90 m::mths o-:= cor.sE\ct:tiv'!": n=os:o~rity i~ Jl~r. Nixon 

is willir:.cr to take cr€.dit for th~ thr~e: :o::-eo~ssions of th~ Re:ouhlican 

Party fro~ 1953 to 1960. T~e ~act is tr.e fact. The fact is 

tha":. t!!.e eco~omy \17as r~latiw,ly staanant in 1953-60. The. ~=.ct is 

tha~ $17 5 billion worth of incolll(c'. \-Tas lost becaus~ of U?:'l.employm~nt. 

The f'~ct is that the economy lost apnroxim~tely sso billion a y.sar 

becaus~ of unussd p~oductiv~ capacity for eiaht Republican years. 

A..Ttd ~f!'. Nixon, i ~ he is to he ld rr1e accountablE": for this adminis~.ra -· 

tion, I hold him accountable for ~is adrninistra~ion. &~d I submit 

that the Ame~ican peopl~. have a s":.ake in a prosn.p;rous t?,conomy, a 

dev~loDinq economy, and an exoa~dina economy. And that is what we 

h :z..va offered sine~ .To!on Kennedy be>came PrE"sid~nt ar.d Lyndon Jo~nson 

SUCC~~?.ded hi!"\. 

Yes , sir 1 Iv'..r. Hiker? 

Que:stior... Mr. Vic~ Preside::t, O!r_Cf'. again today t,!'!e North 

Ko:-::-e.ans de!"\anded that the United St~tes anoloqize be ~or~ they woul~ 

conside:o::- re.leasina. th~ crew of t!":.e Pueoblo, rn:.e.t do you t~ink the 

United States should do in t!":.is ma":."':?r? 

Vic~ Presi~B~t Humphre y. Well : I ~ave sta tE-d MY nosition on 
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othe=:r occasions. I will b~. h::!pny to rene a-t it. 

It is my unQerstandina that we have not violated int~rnational 

law. From ,..,hat. I h~ve r (:=ad of the int~llir:rencA renorts and the 

reuort.s of our official aaencies -- t~e Deuartrn~.nt o~ Defe!!'!.s~, the 

Deoartment o~ the Navy, the C~ntral Int~lliq~~ce A~ency, Departm~nt 

of Sta.t.'f'. -- we did not violat'e. the: territorial wat~.rs or ;e::nt.er the 

terri~: o:::-i a l wat.srs of North Kore.a . I!l oth·er worrts, w=•. wer~ \vi thin 

our r.i.rr~ts unrlp r +:he l:n.,rs of the s eas. 

Now, if that is thE cas~, a~d I ~av~ no r?ason to h~liev~ that is 

is not, then I do not beliGVA t~at. ~.,~ shoulrl submit to n othina short 

of bl.ackmail. B~cause one,"' you start t.hat , ther~ is no ~?:nc1 to ~hat. 

trail and that ~att~?:rn. 

I~ .. how~ver, tb:.; r ,"": is ::1ny evid~nc~. that anyone can brinq 

forward that i nadve,rt.s ntly, 'l'le !niaht have violate.d territoria l 

wa-t.?.rs, then as a g!:"~at oowEOr, w~. should be willi:1.r.r to ad~.it it 

and b~. ablo$ to make t-rhatr-?:v~r statement is nect?.saary to clari +y tha+: 

situation. If that would l ead to the r s l e Ese of the memb~rs of the 

cre w of the Pueblo, ttat would be ~ hlessi~q. But I am sure that 

th~ m~.r.1.bers of the cre.w of the P.u<?:blo would not t-!ant their nat.ion 

to violate its sense o~ int~rnational int<?:qrity bv submittina to 

a c~arqe of blackT!1ail on ~he part of North Kore-a in ordE>:r to 

obtain their relE>.as~. 

Now, aaain, I want to make ti cl~ar that i+ th~r~ is anv E':Vid

dence that We have inadvert~ntly, throuqh any o~riod of time 

not ::it 'the p a rticular moment of. t~e intercept.ion of the Pueblo, 

but during ths Pueblo · ::>xcu~~i on :in tha t ar~.a, if WE". violated 

t e :cri t O":".:i;; 1 wa'L~r.s a ltHi W('. h<"'.ve. tha t "'.vide"W<". , then we should 

fr~nkly acknowledqe it a s a orea t nation. 

Qu;?:stion. Tt~.y say we h~v~ and we say we hav~ not ann -t-.bis -thinq 

just se~ms to be qoing on a;::.d 0 '.!1. . V.Jhsre do·.?:a this a ll e.nd? no 

w~ rre t to the ooint whe rF Wt?. just say y<?:s? 

Vic~ President Humohr~y. I am sur!f-. the Coi!'mand~r in Chief , the 
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Presiden~ of the Unit.tP.d Stat~s, i s mor~ aY:xious than a~v ot.~·::=. ~ citi-

zen of ~l:is la!!'!.d to se<?k thfi?, !:'~1E=>. 3.SE'-: of t.te cre w of th~, Pue-blo. 

I aM sure that if hE-. has any E":Vidn1.ce t~at inr:l icat-:o~s t~3.t WE. have 

bee=:n in error, he will be the :First to adMit i ~, becausE": Wt::: woulr:! 

like: to save: t~ose rne::t" and W'?'. woulr1 likE"' to haw·- thE; r t'"':turn of t!:at 

shiD. I might e.dd, howe:vs r, t~~. :: we ~ad a. simil=.r (~.xp~rience. wit~~ t.~e 

Soviet Uniolrl in thc latt.er days of tr.e; Eisenhower Administrat:Lon. 

The cre w of the RB-4 7 was int.?rceote.d irr: the waters ovE",r tb:~ Ba 1 tic, 

picked up and taken in, incarcerated .. held i n custody in thE". 

Soviet Unio~. Soltl6 months latc.;:.r, with the ir_auaur3.l of Pr~, sido:>:nt 

I :!""1 hopl?:ful t~~t if t~ . .:, Pu~;blo cre.w is not rele.asE=-.d b~. -rorE'!: 

Ja~uary 20 _, \'lhe!!'!. I bfocone P:..·~si1EO.nt, they will w:=nt to sse to it. th~~ 

the cr8W is released on t~at occ3sion. 

Questiol!'!.. T~e tAnor of your campaign so far ~~s been, i:F you 

will, lib~ral 1 while the ~ood of t~is country seeMs to ~3.V0. turned 

c ons '2-: rvati ve. Doe s the nodr1 of ~he country havt?. ~o c~anqe he:: fore 

Nov·~I':'be:= 5 for you to win, or do you t~ink you can win ht sTJit~ of it? 

Vice President Humpl:r<:'.y. ~'7s ll, I have pz-idE-.d mysE-.lf on a sconse: 

of uoli":ical int0.grity, and ~opefully, political consistE.ncy --

that is, consiste.ncy to my p~iloso?hY 1 my nolitica.l attitudes. W~.at 

I have tri~d to do is pr~ject a policy, a philoson~y that I believe 

has di!"(' Cted itself t~:n.;arc1 continuinq t~e social nroqr12:ss ":his cour!.".:ry 

has mad·s . I reali.ze:. tha,t the.~~. arP. thos~. who say that thrf.; noorl of 

thE. cotmtry is conse rvati V\?.. I :r it is, then I hop<f'. to he: abl<t-; to 

chanqe the mood of that. country, becausE. I b<.Sli~ve. it is for t~("'. 

good of the count~y t .o proc~.ed with our p:::::-oarams of social bE":t-t . ._~ ::-r.Jent , 

to help =>ur ci+:ies, to cle?.n ou": th~"'SE': sl~s, to improvf'. tht?: quality 

and qua~d:i ":y of education~ to try to bring our t:)E: oplE-: ir-_ to firs~-

class ci~izenshin. 

I r sally be lie ve wh~~ your question im~lies, and I know tha t. 

this is what I h~ve read, tha t t~:E-. conse!:'vatsism mood means that 
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thers is/consider~bl~ attitud~ of r~sistance aaainst rapin social 

char1.qe:, particularly in r3.ce: relations. I beliE:.ve that those: chanaE>:s 

ar,,. we ll o!n thEo way and it is my duty, my mora l duty and political 

urivileqe, to Fncouraqe thosrechanaes in an ord~rly manner. ttlhen it 

comss to law and order, I yie:lr1 on th ::1t issue to no onE~. . I have be;en 

a ~~n o~ law a~d ord~r all of my life. As the Mayor of this city 

wh<sre you arE'-. today, I established a rf';cord he re for law and ordE>:r, 

f-or l aw enforcement, for fair treatme~t. I also established a 

record for fair e mployme.nt ~ractic8s, for a council on human r~la-

tions, for b~tter jobs, for vocational trainina, for b~tter oarksp 

bett..sr livinq for our peoplE':. 

So th~y had both. ThEOy had s?.f€ty in the strE?:ets, th€'y had law 

~d o~der in the City of Min~E':apolis. Orqanized cri~~, its back was 

b ~oke.n. The rackeb-?E'.rs wr<:-::::E>. driven fro!':1. our mir'l.st. Labor-manaaerne~t 

disoutes ~ve:re not settle:d with rocks and bricks but at the 

bargain ina tabl~, and at the same time, the City made progr~ss in 

housina, parks , and e.ducation, jobs, healt~. , bett~?.r livina. 

Now, that is the kind of a v~ogram ~tat I h~ve asked for th~ 

country. I~ that is liberal, then put th~ taq on Wtat I think 

it is is ssnsible. I think i~ is constructive, I think i~ is s~nsi-

!>:E-:. This is my life. It is what I have stoon for all of my life. 

And I think it is a winn ina philoso?~Y · 

~'Vhy do I say so? Becaus~, W(!. h!rVf' stuck v,rith i-t:. for 20 ye ?:.rs ~nd 

i":. h~. s been succeedina. .fu"!d I be>. lie::v~. the time t~at Has come now to 

s~c t~at t~e further p~oaress continu~s. 

QuE>s .... ion. In your Cosmos Te-levision confere.nc~ yesterde.y, you 

sain that as a r~sult of t~e Soviet invastion of Czechoslovakia 

there was a qreat necE>-.ssi ty for stronq NATO DEFENSFS. My qu12.stion, 

sir, is in terms of ma~power and arsources, doe s this suggest an 

increas~d ~rican coTnitment in Euro~c.. Does it also suoaest your a· 

administrat.ion urainq incr~aseil coMmitMtnt froM t .he Nl\TO a lliancE'.? 

Vice President Humphrey. I arc1 sure you arE: fa.miliar with !lly 

oosition and I have ne.v~.r been for unilateral l.Jnit~.d States W6akeninq 
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of NATO. Arl.y statement I l:.ave: eve~ made t...ras o~ th~?. b a sis of a mutually 

aqreed-uoon reduction of 4=o:t:ces be.tween the Warsaw oact countriE'.s 

on the one haro .. d a~ .. d the NATO countries on tht~ other. I do not. 

b~lievr?. that pr-oararns of arms cor..trol and disarmaMe nt ar.o, ~ffc;ctive 

if it is 3. onE=>.-w=cy stre:et or on .. or..e side. They T'l1ust be: Mutual 1 

b€.twE':en the r~?:spe.cti vr:: advf'.rsaries. 

The invasion of Cz~ch iust re.minds us once. ~qain th~t so~e old 

habits ?:!'e still ~rouncl. an"l that the. worln. is c. <1ancrerous nlact?; 

and an unoredictablf, plaC·?: . The re.fo!"e, it is my belie.f that the. 

office.rs of NATO, cou.'rlcil n\Smbe.rs, ministers of NATO, aov~~rnment 

h 2;ads, should rf':-examine 'the NATO structurE': in t e rms, firstp of 

its :iE"". f e:ns ,s capability; seco:r..:l. ly, its oolitical viability and useful

ne:ss. I believ?: NATO SHOULD DE AN EFFECTIVE DEFENSE SHIELD FOR 

We.stern Europe. as we:ll e.s an .sf:!:ecti vc.. ins-trum~.nt for p .•""aceful e:ncraaem<: 

to the East. 

~11-:?.t dO~S that f!l.E':3.n in t e:-:-rns of A..rnerican M.a!lDO't<Ter? W~ haVe been 

the one nation that has ke.nt its co~mitment to NATO. I hapry8n to 

b~licV{':, and I sc.id fra.r1.kly ye.st.r.:::-flay, not ,.,i th any ra!!cor or 

out of irria~ion, 8.s was inc1.icat~d in one colUl'n.t<rJ., but as a mat.ter of 

fact t~at the: NATO alli.e;s r!.OW tavoA th~ r .. ~snonsibility 'to co their 

l:har~ in st.renqthe:nir..q ~!1e: NATO def.snsc:S . 

After all, the: ir.un<Gdic.te. thre:at is ir.. Europf'.. To be sure., 

?. thr<:>.at to Eu!:Opf'. is ::.. tr.reat, to us and \ve. arc T;> a rtne:rs and we 

will ke:e? our word. Bu~ it is not good E-.nouq~ :':or the: Uni t ·,sd States 

~ keep its word i~ othc~a ar~ not going to do the ir p a rt, 

So strE"r:r:rthe:nino NATO MAY RE\IUIRE SOME MORE HELP :PRO!\~ US. But 

hefors t~o.t a rrive-s or that d~.icision is mane:, it is my vi(>;W that. 

thi?: EuroD.e-3-n p ::irtn.ers in NATO shoul0. re: -Examin-f'. t'h.c-.:tr own commitments 

and s!:ould upqrade: the M. 

Que:stion. Mr. Vice: Pre:side~t, t,olould you, as a ryresidE'nti.a l 

candidat-e, have a:r_y obiec-tio!'. to the Un:i.t~:d E3.tions takinrr a vo~e 

on ou!:' bornhir.0 o~ Nor-th VL?tr..am? Ar:d if such a vote was t:1ken, 

what kind of '"~iqht no you t!-'ink sr..oulii be rrivtm by the-'. l>_r:tericans 
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should be done with t his problem? 

Vice Prssider-t Hurnph~~y. I don't think it would have any ef~ect. 

The United Nations to date: las not been very effectivE~ on the Vi€,tnam 

c r::!SIS . This stru0.-:rle is n ot similar to, is not und-?r UN dir~ction 

such as ~!'le one in Ko!.'ea . At this time , it mi<Tht b.c less than helpful. 

It micrht injur~ the necrotiations. 

Questions. ~1r. Vice PrE":sidE>.nt, the heckl ~rs hav~ kept your 

campaicrn and your spe~ches disrupted and off key. Wha t can you 

do in t~e way o~ an e.f fectiv~ approach for it? Is th~rE": anythina 

you can do? 

Vic-.::: PresidE>nt Hu."11phrey. It is not easy to s pE":ak when there 

ar.c oraanizE":d a roups of he ckle.rs, thesa a re not just heckle rs. 

These are hiqhly disciplined, we ll orqanizE":d a~itators, many of them 

anarchists, many of the~ I am not sur~ what. ThE. numb~rs are 

not lar~e. Their qualiti~s of audibility are rathe r larqe. 

I wa::tt to make it clE':a r from this platform as I sha ll throuqhout 

this country that I belie ve tha t some of these groups are d~termin~d 

to destroy the .effectiven~.ss of 'the Democratic Pa rty and indeed to 

o.estroy this country. A..11.d I don't inte:nd to let them do it. In 

s~it~ of the~, I am qoincr to continue. I have no intentio~ of bein0 

driv_:~,n away from a public ~e.ting or platform by the ir~esponsible, 

or~-n-.=.:dic2ted, disciplined actions of a r:rroup of hard cor€'. hecklers, 

demons~rators, and som~ of them ~iq~ly motivated d~stroyers of the 

politica l system that is ours. I will staRdmy qround. 

In f act , I co:1sid~,r the.ir ani mosity and the ir hostility to be 

a tribu'te to my charact~r, my pur?ose, and my proqram, if t~ey wer~ 

to say a kind word, I woulfl be suspicious of who I am ~md what I am 

and what I am sayin0. 

Might I turn to the other e xtremists, that just as we havG 

this hard core aroup of nihilists or anarchists that try to br2.ak 

up mectinr:rs and have, thr.eatcnGd to do it a ll ov-c .. r America, have 

thre.at ened to lie down in votinq --bot.hs and most lik~ly will , 

demandin0 that the oolic~ will draa them out s o thGy can acuse the 



11 
polic~ of brutality, sayir-g that they will br~ak un m~etinas, that 

they will heckle. my speeche,s --there is another group, the racist 

crowd, the men who will fr~qu~ntly cloak themselves in sheets, those 

that balieve this country can be two countries, separate and unequal, 

And that racist crowd is another q~oup of extremists. They have 

heckled me in Michiqan and I aather they will do it in other place.s. 

If th~y t1o, I a:rrt croina to rc>,mind theM of what I say to you today, that 

in spite of them, it will b~ :rrty purpose to heal this nation, to 

reconcile the differenc~s between the vast majority of our oeoole. 

I will not be driven away. 

I :rrtust say that their hecklina is a compliment, even if it is 

distr~.ssine1, and it is about ti:rrt?. that the ~..rnerican peonle find 

out what kind of extr.;:-1"\ists arc. workinq the frin0e.s of Ame.rican life, 

and they ar~ on the frinnE:;. In fact, they are in the e1utters of 

American life.. 

Question. Mr. Vice Presid~nt, ~ov~rnor Agnew said he has 

apolor1ized for sayinr.r you are soft on communism. Do you acce?t his 

apology and how do you evaluate: it? 

Vic-?. President Hum!)hr<?:y . Oh, I have nE>:V~.?.r hac1 hard fe.elinc:rs ~ -·' 

toward Gov~rnor Aanew. H~ just aot hold of one of Mr. Nixon's old 

s?eaches, that is all. 

Question. Hr. Vice President, it was disclosed today that a 

Sanat~ resolution is beinry pre.par~d to declar~ ther~ is no vacancy 

on the Sunr~me Court. Senator Dirksen is workinq on this amd j~ os 

conferrina with P:ul Port~r. How do you view this dev~lopment in 

th~ Supr~me Court case? 

Vice; Pre.sident Humohre:y. I raally don't know about it and I 

woulr'l. rather not comment since-~ I am quite: unfamiliar wi t!'l it. I 

don't s~ek to avoid your question. If you will ask m~ after I hav~ 

had a ch~nC€': to rf'.ad c..bout. it 1 I will niv~. you an answer. 
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thinkinq ahout what is the most seriou~ dilemma in your campaign. 
T•7ill ycu tell us today what you thinJ~ it.is:> 

Vice President Humphrey. I don ' t think 1~.re have a dil.::Pma, 
I think we have a ~ard job ahead of uq. That it's all about. 
This party that I lead today hcz.s been in turrn.oil for ;:rnonthf:. 
There has been a very severe contest, serious contest and ~evere 
in its intensity within the party. we can not overlook that. 

Secondly, it*s fair to say that at this particular p~int in 
timer t he Administration does not command a rnaj0rity nopularity 
p0ll. 

Thirdly, the convention, the ne:rrocratic convention, was 
late r very late, qi.vinq me very little time as the ce>.ndidate of 
nv party to orqc.nize , to have. at lec..st a month. or so to prepare 
for the caMpaian itself. These c.re some of t hE' factors that 
•·re vace-. l\nd I'm f:~cina uo tr> them. And h':'w? 

~·1ell, ~·'e 're brincrina the. party back toaether. I'm hc.opy t o 
renort to you that we're qettina snlendid coooeration from the 
different se~ents of the pc.rty: from the ~ennedy aroup, if you · ~ 

\vish to put them by aroups, fr -c-m t he r1ccarthv aroup, frorr the 
oarty reaulars. l!e ~ re qettina ~plendid help and in snite of what 
I have read in some places, we're a e ttina very aood help from 
the south.::rn states, from those. areas ,..,here P€ have kave any chance 
at all of carryinq them. 

We're qettincr very aood help fro~ the Conaressmen. I read a 
story this mornina that S01'1ebody sa id the peace candir'1ates ware not 
l0okino c.rnun f=0r us. That !'1ay be so, hut if vou -v!ouln like 
to see the letters we qet askinq us to co~e into their districts, 
vou would see it very differently. 

Pe're doinq quite well. The first week c:f rn.y camoaiqn was pu 
puttinq oieces back toqether. ~e harl tc start earlier than ! 

had ~0ped, but it wa~ necessary to aet movincr. 

There is another problen we have. !··ad 
which is now , I'm happy 

t0 tell you , beincr readily corrected . That t-Tas fimmces. He came 
out o~ t he Chicaqo c0nvention broke · not only brr:'ke, deep in c1ebt. 
~e have had t0 enqaae 0urselves in financial -- settina up 0f dinners, 
fund-raisin0 events. All of this ha~ been the kind 0f in- shc:n work. 
in·· house work that shC'uld ~ave been dcne. let's say 1 3. rn0nth aaol 
But ~hen our convention was ever about Labor flay , when Jtr. ~ixon 
had already had better t han a ~0nth, had six weeks to be under way, 
you can see so~e of the difficultie s. Rut we're rnakina · rnun~. 

I hap~en to believe that a short campaian such as the one 
that I 1 m goinq to waae with intensity will he f ery effective. 
I'm not at all sure but t-rhat r·tr. 'f'iixcn's qener ou s qeneralities c:.n.d 
olentitu6e 0f platitudes will wear very t hin. ~nd I intend t~ 
enaaae hi~ in the specifics. 

Now there are ~nlv siE weeks left. By this tirne six weeks fron 
nm·r, v1e'll kn:Jw ,.,hn the next nresident of th~ United ~'tab~~ f':lay 
be. This ·may be a raU·er historic accasian for you, q~ntleiT'e~. You 
:rrav have the first chance to see him. 

0uestion. ~r. ,,ice President, t here have been rrany reports 
around the c0untry ~f anathy in scme are as cf traditional De~~cratic 
strenqth, includin~ the black c o~munity, across the country. In 
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many areas, y~u are runnin9 up against v~ry quickly, 0r alre~dv, 
registrati~n deadlines. Reaistration is rep0rted very lew in s0me 
of these arez.s of tradi t.ional Democratic strenath. Is there 
anything yr)u can dQ if your carnpaiqn d-aes take wina in t hese 
final l•Teeks of the campaian to qet the str9nath that has been 
traditionally Democratic in these areas? 

V ice nresident Humphrey. ~irst , I don ' t believe that that is 
true , \vha.t ycu are talkina about. I have been campaianinq in 
electi~ns f0r a l onq time, since 1943. It's nretty much like 
football. Nobody aot reallyh excited about football until last 
weekenrl. I know the professionals and the corr~entatDrs and the 
writers were writing about f~Otball last last ~uly.But the ticke t ' 
buyers , the !Jeonle lrTho attend the a ames, ~,,ere readu ; ast weel/ 
That is about like voters. PeOple have been busy. Mcthers and 
fathers were qettinq their kids back to sch~ol the last c~uple 
of weeks, qettinq their sons and dauahters back to colleae. They 
are closina their lake places here in ~~innescta. ~~ev just haven't ' 
had time f or politics. 

In the black community, we have had tremendous reaistration! the 
pOlls show I'm qettina 85 t o 90 per cent of that reqistered black 
vote. I'm verv p~oud of that, very pleased with it. I do not con
sider this campaiqn is characterized by apathy. I do not believe 
that the ~ ,·a.dison J1.venue -fabricated crsl . .vds cf. 'R ichard l!ix~n' s 
represent votes. He has mere baloons floatina than he has i deas, 
and he has mere confetti thc.n he has votes. I'm not interested in. 
floating ideas. I'm n:::>t inter~s tecl in tha.t brainstorm of C':lnfetti. 
I'm interested in the autpourina of v~tes. I intend to have t~e 
ideas a.nd to have the votes. 

And I 'm nleased t0 tell you that this period ~as aiven me some 
encouraqement. I have here the results of a series of p0lls that 
were taken. I don't say polls are controllina ~ they are interest
ina. Phen you like theM -- ~Then they're in your fav0r, you like 
the...m better than '!!Then they're nDt. But thev eo hc.ve some factor 
of trend. 

The nolls say tha t Mr. Nixcn is ahead , and I think he is 
at this time. we have spent a little money rnakina our own 
survey. And by the "1ay, we have been doinrr this all the months 
up to tl'e convention ann o m: o.rivate p0lls, taken bv reput2.hle poll
ina firms, have hccn ~lmost identical t0 th€ nation?] n0lls that 
we1e taken if thev were taken in t he same period . 

V'e have ~a.de 2 little survey state by st2.te. Our in7orrn3.tion 
is based on polls and 0n rep~rts from the people in t~e fielo. 
Insummary, it shmY's a close contest lV'i th ?vtr. Nix0n, as of t he 
last week, sliryhtly ahea.cl. ~r. ~allace also sh0ws strenath. I 
\ATas enc c.' uJ:.::::.'-{~U t 0 see reports vesterday shm.v-int:r roe ahead in 
~ichiaan, Minnesotar and Miss0uri. I ~iaht add that ~iPnPsota 
has picked the winner in every presidential election fr om McKinley 
through ~ohnscn, except in 1916, when by one tenth o~ one per cent 
of the vote 1 Mr. Huqhes carried this state over Pils n. 

I ~iqht alsa add t hat in the 20th century , no ~an that has 
lost Michicran and ~1issouri ha.s been elected. The undecided v0ters 
in the Michi~an and t1issouri poll£ ar0 heavily ftemocratic. So 
that looks a nod to me. 

T~e ::ield interviewincr for the se polls was c onducted fro:r~ 

Septembe~ 8 t0 15, a rather weak pe.riod f0r me as cc-nfirmed bv yest 
yesterday's Harris poll. Yet even durinq this per iod, I w~s 
ahead in these states, and I must say that I'm e-njoyina this 
ca..rnnaian. 

~i.. .. .-. ,_, .. ~ 
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I also came even with ~-1r. Nixon in Texc:.s cn their p0ll. And \IT€' ha.ve e ther p0lls that shovJ us \vi thi r:. rne 0.r h:c nc v- r: ··· ,, t in sever~l ~ f the key s tates . 

Frc:.nkly, I think o.ur carn.pairr n is cmminC"' just c.s it 0uaht t 'J . ~~1e d0n 1 t neerl these campc..5.ans t hat lc.st three m'Jnths. lmd the cc-~t of thC'se c2.rnpa. icrns is incre.dibly hi0h . tie think thc.t tile cc..n te1 E' -scope cur ua~pa.icrn in the next six weeks intc an effective, hardhi ttinrr or0rrra!Tl. And if you' 11 help me aet ~'!r. Nixon o n thc:.t televisi0n in 2. d~bc.te, 

we can ~ake it even better. ~e have had 1 6 rertionc:.l rneetincrs in t~is oast ~leek . Ne:- h.ave had a state rreetinq,in every state. We have just relea.sed r.:>Ur campaiqn rrc:.terials c:.s of ~-1o nday, yesterday. r ~e star~ ~n nati0nal t e l ev isicn as bf tcniaht. I shall inte r:§ively c ampa ian throu~h~ut the c ountry , as I did in Minneso ta. I know how to win. And I haven ' t the sliryhtest daubt t hat if 'lr.'f:'. c nduct ourselves in the teiTlperaJT1.ent and t he intensitv that we have set for our standard, we cc:.n win t his election. 

nuestion. ~·hank ynu ~ ~4::- . 7ice P-r-?sident. 



OPENING 
STATEMENT 

by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 
Press Conference 
September 24, 1968 

Mr. Nixon says the American working man has been on a 

treadmill the last few ~ • He 1 s got his dates mixed. The 

fact is that the American working man was q. much on 

a treadmill during the Nixon Republican Wirs. It is only since 

196t that he has begun to move forward again. 

Look at the facts. Since early 1961, purchasing power 

per person, after taxes, and after allowing for price increases, 

has risen by one third; like an extra 17 paychecks every year. 

Some treadmill. 

L During the eight Nixon Republican years, the rise was 

barely 1 per cent a year. That really was a treadmill. 
9% 

I, Mr. Nixon says the tax burden is the heaviest in our history. 

What a short memory. The fact is that the Democratic+tl:;t"\,/~ 
Administration has lowered taxes./All persons and 

corporations will pay $16 billion less in taxes in 1968 than if 

the tax rate of 1960 still prevailed.• 

J In 1964 and 1965 Federal tax rates were lowered by 
L..;.- -

$11 billion for individuals and $3 billion for corporations. This 

year, even after the temporary increases, American families 

are paying l~:lttc? s less in income taxes than in 1960, 

the last Republican year: 
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A family with $5, 000 income, $130 less; 

A family with $10,000 income, $174 less; 

--A family with $15,000 income, $269 less. 

L Mr. Nixon says the country has been losing gold. But he 

forgets when the gold drain started -- under the last Republican 

Administration• In the last three years under the Nixon 

Republicans, the annual liquidity deficit averaged $3. 7 billion. 

1.. It has never been that high in any Democratic year. The country 

lost far more of its international reserves between 1952 and 1961 

than between 1961 and 1968. It was one of the Nixon Republican 

messes left .. the 

L... Then there are a few things Mr. Nixon forgot to mention. 

Like employment -~ed by more than 10 million jobs 

since 1961• In the eight Nixon Republican years, the increase was 

~ 4 million. - ' ./.. ~ 
LLike unemployment-- Jt-c.re.:l1:t~!1 ~::~ 

/ .,.,,,.., t 
w~.Jc turn jp l§ I 9\!M. to,. . .J per centk- the lowest in fifteen years• 

.(If the rate of unemployment were as high now as ~hen the Nixon 

Republican Administration left office -- nearly 3 million people who 

are now at work would be tramping in streets looking for jobs. 



0 P!EN I NG STATEMENT 
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
PRISS CONRER1ENCE 
SEPTIMBER 24, 1968 

For months now Richard Nixon has been saying he thought 

debates an ong Presidential candidates were a good th ing. He was for 

them. 

Now, however, he refuses to accept my challenge to debate. 

I oould prefer to debate Mr. Nixon on prime time network 

television. However, if that is not possible, I am willing to debate him 

at the Whittier Elks Club, in the offices of the National Association of 

Manufacturers, or in his fifth Avenue apartment ... , ..... ..., 

Failing a Humphrey-Nixon debate, ~ propose a Muskie-Agnew debate. 

I know Ed Muskie would be happy to meet the Governor in the 

State House in Annapolis, at the Baltimore County Sheriff's Office, or 

on the Mason-Dixon line ,.,__. ~ 4 ~ • 

Alternatively, I would be willing to debate both Mr. Nixon and 

Mr. Agnew at the same time. Nixon could give the soft answers. 
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Agnew could give the hard answers. Humphrey would give the 

right answers. So that is the Humphrey-Muskie position on the 

debates. 

We are ready to do this anytime. Where do you stand on 

this issue, Mr. Nixon? 

Now, I am ready for your questions. 
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