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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY PROPOSES PROGRAM 
TO AID OLDER ~£RICANS 

Washington, D. c., September 25 -- Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 

today promised to propose to Congress the establishment of a National Senior 

Citizens Community Service Corps in which older persons could earn money or 

serve as volunteers in jobs vital to American growth. 

The Vice President also urged a 50 percent across-the-board increase 

in Social Security benefits -- with graduated increases from the present monthly 

minimum of $55 to $100 for an individual, and from $82.50 to $150 for a couple --

during the next four years. 

The Democratic-passed Medicare programs must be broadened to give 

oldsters the "freedom from the financial ruin which once threatened to turn the 

Golden Years into a nightmare for many of our senior citizens," Mr. Humphrey 

declared. 

Addressing a Senior Citizens Rally in Los Angeles today, the Vice 

President said: "I want to discuss the Humphrey-Muskie program for Senior 

Citizens, built on the proud Democratic record of past accomplishments but 

looking forward to a new day of security and involvement for older Americans. 

The Democrats built it and the Republicans fought it." 

Mr. Humphrey said that time after time "the Republican Party has 

turned its back on the parents and grandparents of America. They turned their 

backs in 1935 when Franklin Roosevelt created Social Security. They turned 

their backs when Harry Truman called for Medicare. I know, because that was 

the first bill I introduced as a freshman U. s. senator." 

In the 1960 Presidential campaign, Richard Nixon turned his back on 

Medicare, Humphrey said, claiming: "It makes no good sense at all." 

The text of the Vice President follows: 

••• more 
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You can measure the quality of a ctvil.Siattn . in two crucial ways: how it 

educatesy~ people and prepares them for adulthood-- and how it regards older 

citizens and provides for their health and happiness. 

During this campaign I will discuss in detail the educational needs of 

America -- and how the Humphrey•Muskie administration proposes to meet these needs. 

Today I want to discuss the Humphrey Muskie program for senior citizens • • , 

built on the proud Democratic record of past accomplishments • ~ • but looking 

forward to a ~w Day of security and involvement for older Americans. 

We hear a good deal about people and groups left out of American society . 

The urgent task of reconciliation and unity in America does, indeed, depend upon 

reaching those who have not participated fully in the decisions and benefits of 

this society. 

9peration America needs everybody -- the rich and poor ••• people of all 

races and creeds ••• and the old as well as the young. 

In these days of crisisand challenge, we need particularly to draw upon the 

skills, experience and dedication of our older citizens -- to devise ways for their 

knowledge and talents to be fully used • • • even as we guarantee them a life 

increasingly free from anxiety over financial security and health. 

**** 
The past record on security and opportunity for our older citizens is clear 

enough. 

The Democrats built it -- and the Republicans fought it. 

On issue after iss~e ••• tUne after tUne, the Republican party has turned 

its back on the parents and grandparents of America. 

They turned their backs in 1935 when Franklin Roosevelt created Social · .. . ,., 

securityo 

They turned their backs in 1949( when Harry Truman called for Medicare. I 

know, because that was the first bill I introduced as a freshman u.s. Senator. 

Throughout the Republican-'Nix.on years of the 1950s -- the Democrats fought 

~ Medicare and the GOP fought against it. 

John F. Kennedy made Medicare a major campaign issue in 1960. Richard Nixon 

turned his back, again, claiming -- and I qu.:>te -- "it makes no good sense at all, 

dull, drab ranks of the bu:.:eauc-ratt...:. b : · ~ -~-.:~ · •. ·.-.·.: o .. ' ' 
... . 
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But we kept fighting and -~ ih 19~5 Medicare became law of the land •• even 

though 93 percent of the Republicans in the House tried to kill it. 

What does Mr. Nixon say now about Medicare? Have the 19 million Americans 

now ca.rered "given up their heritage of freedom?" Have they ·"joined the dull drab 

ranks of the bureaucratic superstate?" 

Or •• as the Humphrey-Muskie team believe -- have these 19 million Americans 

found a new freedom • • • freedom from the financial ruin which once threatened to 

turn the golden years into a nightmare for many of our senior citizens? 

What does Mr. Nixon plan now for Medicare? Has he changed his mind? I say 

the American people have a right to know. 

And what about Mr. Wallace? He says he plans to throw the bureaucrats out of 

Washington. Does that include the bureaucrats who run Medicare and Social Security? 

I say the America~people have a right to know. 

The difference between Humphrey•Muskie Democrats and Nixon-Agnew Republicans 

is summed up in just one sentence: with a single exception -- 1954 -- every 

expansion in the coverage of Social Security • • • every increase in benefits 

has been proposed by the Democrats and gpposed by the Republicans. 

• • • 

In the past eight years, under John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, Social Security 

benefits have increased by 66 percent -- more than double the increases of the 

previous eight recession-ridden Republican years. 

Just last year we passed the largest and most comprehensive increase in 

benefits in 17 years. 

We proposed it • • • the Democrats pushed it to passage in Congress • • • 

and a majority of the Republicans in the Senate voted for a substitute bill which 

contained much smaller increases. 

I am proud to have been part of this great tradition of humane Democratic 

Government. 

But today I come to say that the great work is yet unfinished • • • and I 

come to set forth the Humphrey-Muskie program for getting it done. 

**** 
I am today releasing a policy statement which spells out in detail major new 

proposals in three areas -- income, health and utilizing the talents of our senior 

citizens. 

Let me give you the highlights: 

First, Social Security. Eighteen and a half million Americans now receive 

Social Security benefits. For more than half of those, it provides a poverty income 

for people who deserve a living income. That is not worthy of America • 

• • -.•• more 
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As President I would call for: increasing S.ocial Security benefits by 50 

percent across the board -- with graduated increases from the present monthly 

minimum of $55 to $100 for an individual and from $82.50 to $150 for a couple 

during the next four years. 

We would begin with at least a 15 to 20 percent general boost and a $70 

min~um for an individual and $105 for a couple. 

The first increase alone would lift at least 1.3 million people out of poverty 

immediately. 

I shall also propose -- and we urgently need -- a built-in system of automatic 

increases -- tied to consumer prices -- to keep pace with rising living costs. 

In addition, we must liberalize the Social Security provisions which reduce 

benefits for people who are able to work. They earned their Social Security --

and they need it. I say, let them have it. 

And let this country have the benefits of their productivity in a paying job. 

And finally, I believe it is t~e to ease the burden which Social Security 

contributions place upon our working people, by financing part of the increase I 

propose from general tax revenues. 

Second, health care. Medicare works and it works well, despite Mr. Nixon's 

dire predictions. Now it is time to perfect it. 

We must put the medical payments portion of the program on the same insurance 

pre-payment financing basis as the hospital part. 

This will make it unnecessary for older citizens to pay four dollars a month 

out of their retirement incomes for medical insurance. 

We must provide protection under Medicare from the heavy costs of prescription 

drugs. 

And we must extend the umbrella of Medicare to cover Social Security disability 

beneficiaries who, like older people, have high medical costs at a t~e when their 

income is sharply reduced. 

I believe these programs are sound and sensible. 

I shall .put them before the Congress -- and see that America gives its older 

citizens the kind of protection our resources permit • • • and our dignity as a 

civilization demands. 

***** 
I've save for last what to me-- is the most exciting proposal. 

My vision of America is one of unity ••• of people helping people. 

good use to develop other h~an ~ebc~~ce~. 

• • • more 
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And if we ever needed unity • • • if we ever needed to put everything we 

have into the pursuit of human excellence ••• it is today. 

I shall therefore propose to the Congress establishment of a National 

Senior Citizens Community Service Corps, in which people at or near retirement 

age can Garn money, or serve as volunteers in jobs vital to the growth of America. 

For some it will mean a whole new career. 

For others it will mean a chance to pass on~ skills and wisdom of a 

lifetime to young people Who find themselves rootless in an uncertain age. 

There is an essential strength and greatness in the American people. 

In this campaign I mean to call forth this strength and greatness. 

We are faced by stubborn and difficult problems 

easy answers ••• and I will offer none. 

• • • this is no time for 

But it is a tUne for mobilizing the full resources of this nation to accom

plish the unfinished business of America. 

I have come to Los Angeles to ask your help. 
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A NEW DAY FOR OLDER AMERICANS 

The quality of life of today's generation of older Americans 

is far better than that enjoyed by any previous generations of 

older Americans. More of them own homes, they have better 

health care, and practically all are now assured of continuing 

income in retirement. 

Playing a major role in providing a better life for older 

Americans is the Social Security program, which today provides 

monthly cash benefits for 18.5 million people age 62 and over, 

and which helps virtually all of the 20 million people age 65 

and over meet the cost of hospital and doctor bills. 

The Social Security program was established under Democratic 

leadership in 1935 -- and 95 out of 96 Republicans in the House 

voted to kill the old age benefits section. 

Since then, almost all the major improvements have been 

made by the Democrats. In fact, with a single exception --

1954 every expansion in the coverage of Social Security . . . 
every increase in benefits • has been proposed by the 

Democrats and most of them have been passed over strong Republican 

opposition. 

In the last three years, benefits have been increased twice--

raising minimum benefit levels by two-thirds and the average 

payment by 23 percent. 

President Roosevelt and President Truman proposed a program 

of disat1lity benefits • but the Republicans killed it. 

Richard Nixon voted against the program in 1949 and 1950. 

In 1956 the Democrats finally passed the program over the 

protests of the Nixon-Republicans. 

President Truman proposed Medicare in 1949; it was the first 

bill I introduced as a freshman senator. 

The Nixon-Republicans fought Medicare for 16 years and 

denied these benefits to millions of our older citizens. In 
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the 1960 campaign Mr. Nixon attacked Medicare with these words: 

" • it makes no good sense at all, except in an America 

that has given up its heritage of freedom and joined the dull 

drab ranks of the bureaucratic superstate." 

In 1965, 93% of the Nixon-Republicans in the House 

notwithstanding, the Democrats passed Medicare. 

Despite the major progress that has been made over the 

years, much still remains to be done. Too many people still 

have to face the problem of inadequate income in old age. 

Fully one-third of those age 65 and over live in poverty. That 

fact alone should challenge the conscience. of all Americans. 

Our elderly also face other major problems. For many, 

there is the critical question of what to do with their vastly 

increased leisure time. Each older person needs to know that 

his remaining years can be spent in _useful, meaningful pursuits 

of value to himself, his fellow neighbors, and his community. 

Toward the solution of these problems we pledge a program 

in three crucial and urgent areas -- income, health, and the 

use of the abilities of elderly Americans. 

Our proposals improving the retirement, disability and 

health benefits would bring an immediate increase of approximately 

25 percent in these benefits. 

Retirement Income 

Although private pension plans provide supplementary 

benefits to those fortunate enough to be covered under such 

arrangements, for most retired Americans, Social Security is 

the main source of continuing income. 

Many retirees would be destitute if there were no Social 

Security system. Today 10 million people are kept out of poverty 

because of their Social Security benefits. They would have to 

rely on relatives who often could not readily afford to supply 

the neededsupport or they would be on relief rolls. Nineteen 

out of twenty of those now receiving Social Security benefits 

would not be able to achieve a moderate living standard 

without these benefits. 
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Even with recent increases in ~ocial Security payments, 

the average benefit for the retired worker is only $98 per month, 

and for the retired couple, $165 a month. Inadequate income is 

the biggest problem for older people. 

We need a substantial increase in Social Security benefits -

and we need to make these benefits inflation-proof. As President 

I would call for: 

Increasing Social Security benefits by 50 percent ac~s 

the board, with an increase from the present monthly 

minimum of $55 to $100 for an individual and from $82.50 

to $150 for a couple in steps during the next four 

years. We would begin with at least a 15 to 20 percent· 

general boost and a $70 minimum for an individual and 

$105 for a couple. The first increase alone would lift 

at least 1.3 million people out of poverty immediately. 

Over 125,000 older people would no longer have to turn 

to public assistance for basic sustenance, and there 

would be a saving of about $175 million to the assistance 

program. 

Making benefits inflation-proof after retirement by 

raising them automatically to reflect price increases. 

From time to time benefits should be further raised to 

take account of general increases in the standard of 

living. 

Making it more attractive for the Social Security 

beneficiary to earn more by liberalizing the provisions 

which reduce benefits when he or she works. There 

should be incentives, not disincentives, for those who 

want to continue to work. 

Increasing the amount of annual earnings on which 

contributions and benefits are based so that benefit 

amounts will be more closely related to the full 

earnings of the great majority of workers. 

Financing a part of the increased benefits from general 
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revenues to ease the burden of social security contribution~ 

on the workers, especially to finance the rise in 

minimum benefits to $100 per month. 

Making it easier to qualify for disability benefits. 

Health Costs and Medicare 

Until Medicare became law, older Americans faced the 

constant threat of financial disaster. Today, however, for most 

senior citizens the threat has been lifted of a hospital bill 

that could wipe out their hard-won security -- bills that 

would not only wipe out their own savings but also those of 

their children. 

Twenty million older Americans are protected under Medicare. 

To date, $7 billion in hospital insurance benefits has been 

paid, as well as $2.3 billion in ~edical insurance benefits. 

In 1968 alone, 7.5 million persons will receive $5.6 billion 

(an average of nearly $750 per beneficiary) in hospital benefits 

under Medicare. 

Now that we have proved Medicare successful, let us 

perfect it. 

As President I would ask Congress to do the following: 

Put the doctor bill part of Medicare on the same social 

insurance pre-payment basis as the hospital part. This 

would make it unnecessary for older citizens to pay $4.00 

a month for medical insurance out of their retirement 

incomes. Both parts of the Medicare plan would be 

financed from Social Security contributions and matching 

contributions from the Federal Government. 

Provide protection against the heavy cost of prescription 

drugs which are so often necessary to health and well-being, 

and which now account for about 30 percent of private 

expenditures for health care by the aged. 

Extend Medicare's protection to disabled Social Security 

beneficiaries who, like older people, have high medic~l 



.. 

• 

PAGE FIVE 

costs at the time when their income is sharply reduced. 

Participation Thrcygh Community Service 

Security is important, but it is not enough. We must 

provide opportunity for our elderly -- opportunity for gainful 

employment, for those who seek to continue to work, and the 

opportunity for volunteer activity or for other meaningful 

functbns that yield personl . satisfaction to the volunteer 

and benefits to others. 

Americans are looking around their hometowns and their 

neighborhoods and piscovering that there is much that needs 

doing. The so-called "helping professions" are badly in need 

of manpower. There are now over 5 million significant public 

service tasks that could be performed, if our available man

power is properly mobilized. Many senior citizens have the 

aptitude and competence and desire to provide services in 

institutions for young and old, in schools and libraries in 

ghettos and in suburbs. 

Americans are also beginning to realize that among our 

population of older persons is a deep, rich reservoir of talent, 

wisdom and experience. 

We should match up older people who want to serve with 

the tasks that need doing. 

What is needed now is a sustained, national program that 

will give hundreds of thousands, and possibly millions of 

able-bodied older Americans new opportunities for service and 

participation; and which will give communities more of what 

they need. Older people can do much toward taking care of the 

long-neglected needs of society. 

Therefore, I propose 

The establishment of a National Senior Citizens 

Community Service Corps in which persons both over and 

approaching retirement age can earn incomes or volunteer 

to do jobs which can help communities throughout the 

nation achieve vital social goals. We need the wisdom 

and experience of our older people. 
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To Sum Up 

We must ask what our Americans who are aged or aging seek 

and we must strive to better meet their objectives. 

Will their final share in life's experience be a time of 

dignity, of renewed purpose, deepened · and enriched by experience? 

Or will these years be a time for waiting and empty inter

vals, full of the sounds and visions of the past, full of 

foreboding of the future? 

If we can work on a forward-looking program along the lines 

I have just outlined, we will speed the dawn of that New Day 

which will bring a better life for all older Americans and 

for their families. 



REMARKS 
VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
SENIOR CITIZENS RALLY 
LOS ANGELES, CALl FORNI}A 

ep\ember 25, 1968 

...!::.~:..-----,-

crucial ways: How it educates young people and prepares -
them for adulthood -- and how it regards older citizens 

and provides for their health and happiness. 

/.During this campaign I will discuss in detail the 

educational needs of America - and how the Humphrey--
Muskie Administration proposes to meet these needs. 

Today I want to discuss the Humphrey-Muskie program 

for senior citizens ... bui It on the proud Democratic record 

of past accomplish~s ... but looking forward to a New 

~-~ 
Day of security and involvement for older Americans. 
~----" 
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L We hear a good deal about people and groups left out\ -+tlf'( 
of American society~IJhe urgent task of reconciliation and 

unity in America does, indeed, depend upon reaching those -
who have not participated fully in the decisions and benefits 

of this society. 

"America needs everybody -- the rich and poor ... 

people of all races and creeds . . . and the old as well as the 

young. -----
In these days of crisis and challenge, we need --- -

particularly to draw upon the skills, ex~rience and dedication 

of our older citizens -- to devise ways for their knowledge and 

talents to be fully used ... even as we guarantee them a life 

increasingly free from anxiety over financial security and health. -
*t,.:: -:;, 

j., The past record on security and opportunity for our 

older citizens is clear enough. 
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~ The Democrats bui It it -- and the Republicans fought 

it. 

L On issue after issue ... time after time, the 

Republican Party has turned its back on the parents and -
grandparents of America. 

They turned their backs in 1935 when Franklin -
Roosevelt created Social Security. 

LThey turned their backs i ~49 when Harry Truman 

called for Medicare. I know, because that was the first bill 

I introduced as a fresh man Senator. 

/ Throughout the Nixon-Republican years of the 1950's, 

we Democrats fought for Medicare and the GOP fought against it. 

~ John F. Kennedy m~de Medicare a major campaign issu!l> 

in 1900.[ Richard Nixon turned his back, again, claiming -- and 

I quote: 11 lt makes no good sense at all, except that in an 

America that has given up its heritage of freedom and joined 

the du II, drab ranks of the bureaucratic superstate." 
~ 
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L But we kept fighting and -- in 1965 Medicare became the 

law of the land -- even though 93 per cent of the Republicans 

in the House tried to kill it.(!;) 

/What does Mr. Nixon say now about Medicare? 

~ 
Have the :ttY mi Ilion Americans now covered "given up 

their heritage of freedom ?11 

L Have they joined the dull drab ranks of the 

bureaucratic superstate?? 

Or -- as the Humphrey-Muskie team believes -- have 

these 1f million Americans found a new freedom ... 1reedom 

from the financial ruin . wiJ:ich once threatened to turn the 

g~ars into a nightmare for many of our senior 

citizens? 

j._ What does Mr. Nixon plan now for Medicare? Has he 

changed his mind? I say the American people have a right 

to ~now. J 
t 

• 

7 
I 
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~The Republican Platform failed even to mention 

the existence of Medicare. Does this mean they don't 

even know the program exists? Or, does it mean they 

hope it wi II go away? 
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b_nd what about Mr. Wallace? 

He says he plans to throw the bureaucrats out of 

Washington. 

( Does that include the bureaucrats who run Medicare 

and Social Security? 

J.. I say the American people have a right to know. 

j_, The dille ren ce bet ween Humphrey -Mus ki e De moe rats 

and Nixon-Agnew Republic~s is summed up in just one 

sentence: With a single exception -- 1954 -- every 

expansion in the coverage of Social Security ... -eve<ry ·. 

increase in benefits . . . has been proposed by the Democrats 

and opposed by the Republicans. 

/.... In the past eight years, under John Kennedy and 

;yn~ Johnson/ Social Security benefits have increased by 

66 per cent -- more than double the increases of the previous 

eight aen£is:: : iddwn Republican years. 
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L Just last year we passed the largest and most 

comprehensive increase in benefits in 17 years. 0 

i We proposed it ... we pushed it to passage in 

Congress ... and a majority of the Republicans in the 

Senate voted for a substitute bill which contained much 
-

smaller increases. 

L, I am proud to have been part of this great tradition 

of humane Democratic government. 

But today I come to say that the great work is yet 

unfinished ... and I come to set forth the Humphrey-Muskie 

program for getting it done. __J 

.. p-~~ ) 
L. I am today releasing a policy statement which spells 

out in detai I major new proposals in three areas -- income, 

health and utilizing the talents of our senior citizens . 
./.. s 

Let me give you the highlights:!. 
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First, Social Security. Eighteen and a half mi Ilion 

Americans now receive Social Security benefits. For more 

than half of those, it provides a poverty income for people 

who deserve a living income. That is not worthy of America. 

As President I would call for: 

~creasing Social Security benefits by 50 per cent 

across the board -- with graduated increases from the 

present monthly minimum of $55 to $100 for an individual 

and from $82.50 to $150 for a couple during the next fou~ 

yeari: --
!We would begin with at least a 15 to 20 perr cenlt 

general boost and a $70 minimum for an individual and 

$105 for a couple . 
., 

Z The first increase alone would li It at least 1. 3 mi Ilion 

people out of poverty immediately. 
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{. I shall also propose -- and we urgently need -- a 

built-in system of automatic increases -- tied to consumer 

prices -- to keep pace with rising living costs . ...... 
In addition, we must liberalize the Social Security 

provisions which reduce benefits for people who are able to 

work. They earned their Social Security -- and they need it. 

;7ay, let them have it.- :;O}J;;~...JIJ.~~~~ 
bnd let this country have the benefits of their 

productivity in a paying job. --

And finally, I believe it is time to ease the burden 

which Social Security contributions place upon our working 

/)~ by financing part of the increase I proRose from= · 

general tax revenues. 

Second, health care. Medicare works and~ it works well, 

despite Mr. Nixon's dire predictions. Nowit is time to perfect 

it. 
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/We must put the medical payments portion of the 

program on the same i nsu ranee pre-payment financing 
F" 

basis as the hospital part. 

"This will make it unnecessary for older citizens to 

pay four dollars a month out of their retirement incomes for 

medical i nsu ranee. 

We must provide protection under Medicare from the 

heavy costs of prescription drugs. 

/And we must extend the ~--~·=-tr.~ ... of Medicare to cover 

Social Security disability beneficiaries who, like older people, 
~ ......... 

have high medical costs at a time when their iJJcome is 

sharply reduced. 

I believe these programs are sound and sensible. 
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shall put them before the Congress -- and see 

that America gives its older citizens the kind of protection 

our resources permit . . . and our dli gnity as a civilization 

demands. 

I've saved for last what to me is the most exciting 

proposal. 

My vision of America is one of unity .. of people 

helping people. 

My vision is an America where human resources 

are cherished . . . and put to good use to develop other 

human resources. 

And if we ever needed u nll.y . .. if we ever needed to 

put everything we have into the pursuit of human excellence . :. 

it is today. 4-1 :z . .,.'i~ 
~~-w 



I shall, therefore, propose to the Congress the 

establishment of a National Senior Citizens Community 

Service Corps, in which people at or near retirement age 
.... 

the growth of America. 

), For some it will mean a whole new career. 

" For others it wi II mean a chance to pass on t 

skills and wisdom of a lifetime to young people who find .. 
themselves rootless in an uncertain ag~. 

.. =4& I 
There is an essential strength and greatness in the 

American people. 

In this campaign I mean to call forth this strength ......----.... 
and greatness. 

We are faced by stubborn and difficult problems ... 

this is no time for easy answers . . . and I wi II offer none. 
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(.But it is a time for mobilizing the full resources 

of this nation to accomplish the unfinished business of 

America. 

I have come to Los Angeles to ask your help. 

# # # # 
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OU CAN 11E.ASUrtE HE QUALIT OF A CIVILIZA ION IN \•JO CRUCIAL wAYS: 
HO\oJ I EDUCATSES YOUNG PEOPLE AND PHEPARES THEM FOR ADULTHOOD- - AND 
HOW I REGAKDS OLDEn CITIZE1 S AND P OVIDE.~ FOR THEIH HEALTH AND 
HAP !NESS · 

DURll'JG THIS CAMPAIGN I \ai!LL DISCUSS IN DETAIL THE EDUCATIONAL 
NEEDS OF AMERICA--AND HOW HE HUMrrlREY - MSXXX MUSKIE. ADMINISTRA1ION 
PROPO ES 0 MEET THESE i\JEEDS . 

0 DI ::>CUSS HE HUi'1PHREY - MUSKI E PrlOGRAM FOR SEN! OR 
HE PROUD D8'10CRATIC RECORD OF PAS ACCOM LISH 
OR ~A D TO A NEvi DA OF SECURITY AND I NVOLVE:'1ENT 

i DAf I ··JAi\IT 
CITIZ&~s ••• BUIL ON 
MEN s ••• BUT LOOKI~G 
FOR OLDErl AI"1ERI CA1 S . 

E HEA A GOOD DEAL ABOU PEOPLE AND G OUPS LEFT OUT OF AME !CAN 
SOCIETY . THE URGEN TASK OF RECO CILIA IO AND UNITY IN AMERICA 
DOES , INDEED, DEPEND UPON EACH! G 'HOSE WHO HAVE NOT PARTICIPA ED 

ULLY IN THE DECISIO S AND BENE I S 0 HIS SOCIETf . 

OPERATIOt'V .AMErliCA NEEDS EVErlYBODY<U - L!PJE )-- rlE. rtiCH AND POOR ••• 
~EO~LE OF ALL RACES AND CrlEEDs ••• AND THE OLD AS WELL AS THE YOUNG . 

!1 l'rlESE DA ~ OF Crd SIS AND CrlALLENGE, FE NEED PARTICULARLY ·o 
DJ:tAW UPON t:nE SKILLS , EX.t->1!-RI ENCE At D DEI DXXX DEDI CA I Ol\J OF OUR OLDER 
CI IZE~S -- ~-CIDEVISE ~AYS FOR THEIR KNO LEDGE A D TALETS TALENTS TO BE 
FULLY U~ED ··· EVEN~S WE GUARAN EE HEM A LIFE INCREASINGLY FREE FROM 
ANXIE Y OVfR FI1 ANC AL SECUh! Y At\JD HALX.X:Ii: HEALTH . 

~----- : ::***** 

riE ASl ECORD ON SECURITY AND OP.I:"'OR.TUNITY FOrl OUR OLDER 
CITIZENS /CLEAR ENOUGrl · 

HE DE[ OCrlA S BUILT IT --AND H~ REPUBLICANS FOUGH I • 

0 ISSUE AF E IS.SUE·. • IME AF EH TIME, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 
HAS TUH.NED ITS BACK Ot TriE PARENSXJ(X PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS OF 
A 1E I CA . 

THEt TUrlNED HE.! R BAKCS IN 19 35 \.JHEN HAXXX FRANKLIN OOSEVEL T 
CREA ED SOCIAL SECUrtiTf · 

THEY URNED HEirl BACKS I 1947 Xli:X 1949 REPEAT 1949 vlliEN HARRY 
'! rlU'flAl CALLED FOrl MEDI CArlE . I K1 Ob BECAUSE. THAT WAS THE FIRST BILL 
I INTrlODUCED OXXX AS A F ESHMAN u . s . SENATOR . 

• 
THOUGHOUT THE REPUBLIC N- NIXQ, YEARS OF THE 1950 ' S -- HE DEMOCRATS 

FOUGH FOrl <U - LINE> MEDICARE AND 'HE XXX GOP FOUGHT AGAINST <U- LINE > 
I • 



t JOHN F · KENNEDY MADE MEDICARE A MAJOR CAMPAIGN ISSUE IN 1960 · 
').., .' ·1-UCilARD NI XON TURNE:D HI S BACK, AGAIN, CLAIMING .:.-AND I QUOTE--"I T 
'' ~ MAKES NO GOOD SENSE AT ALL , EXCEf>T THAT XXX IN AN AMERICA THAT HAS 

GIVEN UP ITS HERITAGE OF FREEDOM At D JOINED THE DULL, DRAB RANKS OF 
THE BUREAUCRAT! C SUPERSTATE . " 

BUT ~EWf eentij~6!'C' i!t[~~ 'PIPE t!t1E~~£!1J~~l"t'A'Jfi!Eel El !'I H -etUoiJ'Siil:l5f:i"5 
KEPT FI GHTI JG .ArD --I N 1965 MED ICARE BECAME LA\v OF THE LAND-- EVEN 

HOUGH 93 PERCE.T OF THE: REJ?UBLIANS I N THE HOUSE TRIED TO KILL IT. 

wHAT DOES MR . NI XON SAY NOt.J ABOUT MED ICARE? HAVE THE 19 MILLION 
At1ERICANS fiJOlv COVERED "GIVEN UP THEIR HERI TAGE OF FREEDOM?" HAVE THEY 
JOir ED THE DULL DRAB RANKS OF THE BUREAUC AT ! C SUPERSTAGE"'? 
<NO ,E: QUOTE BEGINS AT ' JO I NED ' I N PREV . LI NE > 

OR --AS THE HUMPHREY - MUSK I E TEAM BELIEVE--HAVE THESE 19 MILLION 
AMER ICANS FOu'ND A NEt.J FREEDOM · • . FREEDOM FROM THE FI NANCIPJ.;· RUIN wE IGH 
ONX ZZZ ONXW RXXA 
0 CE THREATENED TO TURN THE GOLDEN YEARS I NTO A NIGHTMARE FOR MANY OF 
OUR SENIOR CITIZENS? 

1 WHAT DOES MR . NIXON PLAN NOW FOR MED ICARE? HAS HE CHANGED HI S 
MIND? I SAY THE AMERICAN PEOP LE HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOvl . 

AND WHAT ABOUT MR . WALLACE? HE SAYS HE PLANS TO THROW THE BUREAU
CRATS OUT ' OF ioJASH I NG TON . DOES HAT I >JCLUDE THE BUREAUCRATS WHO RUI'J 
MED I CARE AND SOCIAL SECURITY? I SAY THE AMERICAN EOPLE HAVE A RIGHT 
TO I{Not•J . 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN' RDMPHREY - MUSK IE DEMOCRATS AND NIXON - AGNEW 
REPtJBLI CANS IS SUHMED U? IN JUST ONE SENTENCE : SXXX \•ii TI-l A SINGLE 
EXCEPTION --1 954 ~-EVERY - EXPANSION I N HE COVERAGE OF SOC I AL SECURITY •• ~ 
EVERY I NCREASE IN BENEFITS ••• HAS BEEN PROPOSED CU-LI NE ) BY THE 
DEMOCrlATS AND OPPOSED <U- LINE > BY THE - REPUBLICANS • 

. I N THE PAST EIGHT YEARS , UNDER JOHN KENNEDY AND LYNDON JOH1 SON, ' 
SOCLAL SECURITY BENEFITS HAVE I NCREASED BY 66 PE CENT --MORE THAN 
DOUBLE THE I NCREASES OF' THE PREVIOUS EIGHT RECESSI ON- RI DDEN REPUBL ICAN 
YEARS · 

JUST LAST YEAR vlE PASSED THE LARGEST AND r'10ST COMPREHENS I VE 
I NCREASE I N B&~EFI TS I N 17 YEARS . 

~~~~~~QN PROPOSED rr ••• THE DEMOCRATS PUSHED IT TO PASSAGE 
IN CfONG' ESS • .-· AND A r1AJOR I TY OF THE RE?UBLI CANS I N THE SENATE VOTED 
FOH A SUBSTITUTE BILL WH ICH CONTAINED MUCH SMALLER INCREASES . 

I AM PROUD TO HAVE BEEN PART OF TH I S GREAT TRADITION OF HU~ANE 
DEMOCRATIC GOVE NMENT . 

BUT TODAY I COME TO AY THAT THE GREAT WORK IS YET UNFINISHED . a'. -
AND I COME TO SET FORTH THE HUMPHREY - l'1USK I E PHOGRAtvJ FOR GETTING IT 
DO E . 

***** 
I AM TODAY RELEASI NG A "POLICY STATEMEi\JT vTrl i CH ' SPELLS OUT IN DETAIL 

MAJO NEH PROPOSALS I N H EE AREAS --I NCOME, HEALTH AND UTILIZING THE 
TALENTS OF' OUR SEN IOR CI TIZENS . 

LET ME GI E YOU THE HI GHLIGHTS: 



(}.. ., FIRST , SOCALSXX;C SOCIAL SECUfU TY < U- LI NE ). EIGHTEEN AND A HALF 
J MILLION AMERICANS NOW RECEIVE SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFI TS · FOR MORE 

# . tTHA HALF OF THOSE, IT PROVIDES A POVERTY INCOME FOR PEOPLE \IJriO 
. . ··DESERVE A LIVING INCOME . THAT IS NOT WORTHY OF AMERICA . 

AS PRES I DEr I \IJOULD CALL FO.'i.: INCREASING SOC! AL SECURITY 
BENEFITS BY 50 PERCENT ACROSS THE BOARD --WITH GRADUATED INCREASES 
FR01 HE RESENT fvlONTHLY r"!INIMUM OF $55 TO $100 FOR AN INDIVIDUAL 
AND FROM $82 . 50 TO $150 FOR A COUPLE DURING TEXXX THE NEXT FOUR 
YEARS · 

• \IE WOULD BEGIN VJITH AT LEAST A 15 TO lXXX 20 PERCENT GENEP.AL 
BOOST A~D A $70 MINIMUM FOR AN INDIVIDUAL AND $105 FOR A COUPLE . 

HE FIRST INCREASE ALONE WOULD LIFETXXX LIFT AT LEAST 1· 3 
MILLION PEOPLE OUT OF POVERTY !~MEDIATELY · 

' I SHALL ALSO P OPOSE --AND WE URGEr TLY NEED- - A BUILT - IN SY STE!·1 
OF ~UTO!~TIC INCREASES -- lED TO CONSUMER PRICES -- TOKEEP PACE WITH 
RISING LIVING COSTS . 

1 IN ADDITIO 1, WE MUST LIBERALIZE THE SOCIAL SECURITY PROVISIOS 
CORRECTION PROVISIONS vlliiCH REDUCE BENEFITS FOR PEOPLE vffiO ARE ABLE 

0 ORK . THEY EAR~D THEIR SOCIAL SECURITY--AND THEY NEED IT . I SAY , 
LET ;THEM HAVE IT· 

AND LET THIS COUNTRY HAVE THE BENEFITS OF THEIR PRODUCTIVITY IN 
A PA ING JOB . 

AND FINALLY , I BELIEVE IT IS TIME TO EASE THE BURDEN WHICH SOCIAL 
SEC\,!TRI Y CONTRIBUTIONS . PLACE UPON OUR WORKING PEO LE, BY FINANCING 
PAR OF THE INCREASE I PROPOSE FHOlV'J GENERAL TAX REVENUES • 

SECOND, HEALTH CARE . < U- LI NE HEALTH CARE ). l"1EDI CARE v.JORKS AND 
I WORKS WELL , DESPITE MR . NIXON ' S DIRE PREDICTIONS . NOW IT IS TIME 

0 PERFEC IT . 

wE i"!UST POT HE MEDICAL AYMENTS PORT! ON OF THE PROGRAM ·ON 
THE SAME INSURANCE PRE - PAYMENT FINANCING BASIS AS THE HOSPITAL 
PART · 

THIS itHLL f'lAKE IT UNNECESSARY FO OLDE CITIZENS TO PAY FOUR 
DOLLARS A MONTH OU OF THE! R RET! .EMENT INCOMES FOR MEDI AXXX MEDICAL 
INSURANCE . 

t.JE MUST PROVIDE PROTECT! ON UNDER I1EDI CARE FROl'1 THE HEAVY COSTS 
OF PRESCRIPTIO~ DRUGS . 

1 AND WE MUST EXTEND THE -UMBRELLA OF MEDICARE TO COVER SOC I AL 
SECURITY DISABILITY BENEF ICI ARI ES ·ffiO , LIKE OLDER PEOPLE, HAVE HIGH 
MEDICAL COSTS AT A TIME tiiHEN THEIR CXXX INCOMESXXX INCOME I S SHARPLY ' 
REDUCED . 

I BELIEVE THESE PROGRAMS ARE SOUND AND SENSIBLE . 

I SHALL PU HEM BEFORE THE CONGRESS--AND SEE THAT fu~ERICA GI VES 
ITS OLDER CITIZENS THE KI ND OF PROTECT I ON OUR RESOURCES PERMIT ••• AND 
OUR >DIG ITY AS A CIVILIZATION DE:t't'lANDS . 

***** j • 

' I ' VE SAVED FOR LAST WHAT --TO ME -- IS THE MOST EXCITING PROPOSAL · 

MY VISION OF AMERICA IS ONE OF UNITY ••• OF PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE . 

MY VISISXXX VISION IS AN AMERICA ~lliERE HUMAN RESOURCES ARE 
CHE I SHED ••• AND PUT TO GOOD USE TO DEVELOP OTHER HUMAN RESOURCES . 



AND IF 1•.1£ EVER NEEDED UNITY • • • IF 'WE EVERYXXX EVER NEEDED TO 
H -: • PUT EVERYTHING WE HAVE I NTO THE PURSUIT OF HUMAN EXCELLENCE ••• IT 
"\ . • . 'IS TODAY . 

· I SHALL THEREFORE PROPOSE TO THE CONGRESS ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
NAT lONAL SENIOR CITIZENS COMMUi\i i TY . SERVICE CORPS , I N WH ICH PEOPLE 
AT OR NAXXX NE~R RET I REMENT AGE CAN EARN MONEY , OR SERVE AS VOLUNTEERS 
IN JOBS VITAL TO THE GRO\VTH OF AivlERICA: . 

FOR SONE IT T.VILL MEAN A \IJHOLE NE\oJ CAREER . 

FOR OTHERS IT WILL MEAN A CHANCE TO PASS ON THE SKILLS AND WISDOM 
OF A LIFETIME TO YOUNGPEOPLE \oJHO FIND THEMSELVES ROOTLESS I N AN UNCER 
TAI~ AGE . 

HERE IS AN ESSENTIAL STRENGTH AND GREATNESS I N THE fu~ERICAN 
PEOPLE . 

I N THIS CAMPAIGN I MEAN TO CALL FORTH THIS STRENGTH AND GREATNESS . 

\•IE ARE FACED BY "STUBBORN AND DIFFICULT PROBLEMS . • . THIS IS NO 
TIM~ FOR EASY ANSWERS ••• AND I WILL OFFER NONE . 

BUT IT IS A TI I'-1£ FOR MOB ! LI ZING FXXX THE FULL RESOURCES OF THIS 
NATION TO ACCOMPLISH THE UNFINISHED BUS I NESS OF AMERICA · 

I HAVE COME TO LOS fu~GELES TO ASK YOUR HELP . 
DEM FOR HHH DC 

THE END 

X 
OPR I l..JANT TO SEND A TAPE TO L . A . XXX TOLEDO --EA TINE I 

DIAL HE NBR 8 10 442 ·1618 , T I GET A RECDG TO TRY AGAIN • MY NBR 
IS 710 822 9211 

OK MIN 
HHH TOLEDO 

DEM FO HHH DC 
PLS ADV IF U ARE RECG?///1??????? ES YES 
ATTN: HHH ADVANCE , TED VAN DYK . 
SEND I NG TEXT FOR L . A . SR . CITIZENS RALLY 
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----There are now 19 million Americans over 65 years of 

age. Many of them have energy, time, and special competence which 

is not presently being used. But much of our senior population feels 

rejected, friendl~ss and frustrated in a society increasingly oriented 

to the young. They want to remain active, to work and to participate, 

but they do not know how. 

There is therefore a need to --

- make 

- make 

- give 

the e~le ly ~productive and wanted 

use o 9eir talents 
/ ' ' , _/ ' 

them,~jsens'e of dignity, independence, 

PRESEN'l! PROGRAMS 

and involvement. 

The Foster Grandparent Program, now administered by the 

Administration on Aging in HEW; is funded by the Community Action Program 
. 

of OEO. The program employs low income men and women over 60 to serve 

as foster grandparents to a variety of dependent, neglected and other-

wise needy children in many institutional and community settings. These 

settings include institutions for the mentally retarded, emotionally dis-

turbed, and physically handicapped; day ~are centers; and children not in 

institutions but in clinj,cs, special classes, sheltered workshops, or 

even Headstart Homes. Older people have shown considerable interest in 

the program, and it is rapidly expanding to new communities. 

Green Thumb, a non-profit organization funded by OEO, was 

created primarily for the older rural worker. His task is to plant 
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trees, build or restore parks, beautify highways or anything else 

which would make rural America more beautiful. The program has been 

expanded into Operation Mainstream now administered by the Department 

of Labor. 

'Project FIND (Friendless, Insolated, Needy, Disabled) is OEO's 

latest demonstration project for older people. It employs low income 

men and women over 55 to locate the older people in the co~nunity who 

need housing, health, employment, nutritional and recreational services, 

and then to direct them to these services. The project is apparently 

gorwing in popularity. 

The Administration on Aging is supporting pilot demonstration 
,. 

projects in these areas of concern to elderly Americans: sound nitrition, 

economy food purchasing, purchase of credit, avoidance of quackery 

and fraudulent practices, safe use of drugs, accident prevention, manage-

ment of retirement income, medicare and supplementary insurance, and care 

of household equipment. 

An Office of Older Persons Program has been established in OEO. 

Its present duty is to seek agencywide assistance for solving problems 

the elderly poor. It may , in the future, play a very significant role 

the office which coordinates all programs for the elderly . 

There are about 700 Senior Citizen Centers in the country 

which are designed to provide opportunity for pursuit of cultural; 

educational, recreational, and other interests. 

.:.· 
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PENDING LEGISLATION 

· Two relevant bills are pending in Congress. H.R. 18037 

(S.R. 1484, p.87), the Senate Appropriation for the Labor Bill, has 

specifically earmarked $50 million to establish a Se.nior Opportunities 

and Services (SOS) Program in OEO. SOS would pay older citizens to 

serve other poverty stricken older people and find out about their 

various needs. The earmarking provision has passed the Senate but 

was omitted from the House appropriation. House-Senate confrerees 

will aecide the fate of the provision soon. 

S. 3677 (H.R. 19747) would add a new Title VI entitled 

\ 
"Service Rores :-in Retirement" to the Older Americans Act of 1965. 

-~ .. - ·.- ,.. - .. 
P~6po~ed Title VI would authorize $10 million per year for projects 

enrolling older yeople over 60 to render supportive services to children 

and older people having exceptional needs. To be administered through 

the Administration o? Aging, the program would permit enrollment of 

· volunteers but is designed primarily _for ol~er people in need of a 

salary. Hearings have been held in both Senate and House subcommittees. 

In both bodies the bill has been t'eportecf out of subcommittee and i _s now in 

committee. 

NEW PROPOSALS 

It seems rather clear that existing programs and proposals 

cover the waterfront of. senior citizens activities. Little of substance 

will be proposed that is new. However, existing programs can be placed 

in a new form. 

/ 



• • . ' 

- 4 -

The Senator could propose a central office to coordinate and 

administer all existing programs (and those created later). This could 

be done through AoA, OOP, or in an entirely new office. Adequately 

funded, the center could -

- create multipurpose senior centers in every community 

with educational, recreational, voluntary service, 

nutrition and health maintenance, consumer guidance, 

and informational services. 

- create workshops and craftshops for part time employ-

ment of older persons no longer in the work force 

\ 
- develop educational programs for the aged at existing 

colleges and universities 

- establish programs for visits to retired workers who are 

lonely, ~omebound, or ill 

operate counselling and referral services dealing with 

post-retirement in~om~ management and employment. 

Alternatively, an entirely voluntary ~Qeior citizens effort 

could be operated through states and communities. Under this proposal 

senior citizens could act as -

foster grandparents 

- tutors and classroom aides in Headstart and other programs 

VISTA volunteers 

- green thumbs 

FINDers 

and in other similar ways ; 

~· / 
~1:.< / 

I 



·-· 

. ' . 
• • 

S.ENIO?. A"?2~T CANS CCR."'S 

An elderly gentle~en Has askec recently Hhat te thought -ras the · 

best preparation for gror,;ing old. "'!:'he hardest r:art , " he sai d , isn ' t really the 

a ging itsel; , but getting accustomed to the g~owi ng neglect ." 

There is evidence that much o ~ our seni or population is frowing 

:'rightened and r esentf'ul. They feel re.~e cted , friendless , anC. ~ru.stratP.d in a 

society :ncrf: as:\ngly oriented to the young , a ecce et'r ~ -·h ich seem s ·1 nc "'ncPrned 

with the harcs hir:: s o"· gr :-:-Hing old , &nd t r ey feel um:anted . 

In a culture ,,:here youth is so h~ f! hly r-rizecl, olrler men .end HoTY:en 

need to know that their wis dom, evperj ence, and t he example they have set are 
I 

\ i J11p or tant t o all o"' us . They shoulcl have the rirht to dif<ni tv and i.nde-cencence . I . 

Trey should be able to ::ee+ that their cor:tr:Lbtl.t:i:Oi'-cs are val ued . 

1,,Te haye prograr1s 1,rhich provide £'inanci al SPcuri ty .:0 r our olcer 

c i tizens . Soc :2a l Security and :-':edicare are fine as far as they go . .'o"; ' 

perha ps :~or the f irst. t i r·e , we can look forvrard ~ realistica lly . to the 

day Hhen America ~-Jill be able-!-.to provide physical anc j"inancial ' \•;ell bej ng 

ffor 'an of the elderly . · 

Bu t merely brin[ inr r etirement incorr. e over the poverty l evel- i s 

not enca[ h . r ~ on~ less en eme£ges from t he experie~ce o : r ecentlyears , it is 

t hat financ ial HeTI.l being does not guarantre haop i ness or err.o+ional tranquilitv. 

We are ~i thout doubt mo re prospe rous t oday t ha n we , or any othe r nation, has 

ev8r be en . Yet there is -a restl~s s nes s and frustration in our land . r.re are 

~ a freat , and Y.realthy , ship , but •tle are mcv'ng t hrough t r cuhled '>'aters . • .. rhen 

a nd hNr ',-le r each quiet ~-raters and distant shore s ~-:i 2.1 de~enrl uno n
1 

net t~e cost 

. o"' the sh:i-c 1but its quality a nr2 the quali ty:_ _~:_ih: _cre_:·l_. -·~--- --------------'~-:----
--1---:--r,-~_,_. i--.-~---,\({6 ~ - ){;4 ~.(It~ lt-\1\· ~~-----~~~;~~ PN c; ~~+- v_~& ~J.~ ~ ( ~\' i In" ~ +t~it ,J_ 
" 1 ~ft.. \ s Q. \'-0~ ~ 1,~ < s b '\. ~ r \ ,~,t Lc,)<'\ ~ _? (;JI~~w>. r· CA. ~ ~ cd"' S ~v. f t~ <; ~nr \tte--g Lt1\l 

- <1-~~ h. v.i ~l'-6 t 1-t· v~~st -f-ro.l0.Y +h s.\.(4U kv.bL~ wq_-kr<: . 
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rec eived his mini~um daily r equi r ement o -~ nioc;_n, 5 r cn and VH a!nin C. 

The s el f-res pect~ne r et :ired person needs mean;nf ann quality in his li:'e . 

He n.,eds to be involved Hith others . 

There are no,,r 19 rnil l :i on Amer"i_cans over 6S years of' age . ~alf 

o.t' these are under 73 . 'Pach year th:\s QTO'l~ o -~ AJ'I'!e:c"icans ovor 6t:; :lncreases 

by 300 , CCO ~eople . ~hen the averag~ person leaves the job at age ~~ , · he 

has l e':t 30, 0C\• man !:curs t o use as h"? chooses . ql'!' his til"e coulc be a bl ?ss'n€" 

or a ~is fortune . It coul~ become a ti~e o ~ idle, rnean1n~le~s existence in 

T11h i ch onP is continually t hreatened b',r boreco:n . But it shoul t; becorre a ttme 

fo r engaging in new, creative a ct~v:l tie s an~ 

havinf ~"'un and doing so7~e thing '-'JOrthHhile . 

One o: t he criticisf.'!s heard 5n var ::_ous quarters t oclay i s t !:at our 

s oc: ety is apat·hetic and unconcerned . This c o~claint coul :l net be rade of t he 

elderly. They are concer ned , ~ nd they do care . 

They ca~e about the problems o: the young. 

They care about improving the lot of the underpr:lv;l:lcg~d . 

They care about the qu~l ity o ': l:i : e . 

And they are in a pos it5 on t o do s omethi ng about it . 

They have the V me to love , tre experience to unclPrstancl , the 

t ei'T\perarrent to toletate , ar:d t he canaci ty to cherish crildFen, YO'mgste-rs, and 

These qualities ar e tc ~ clear to assi~n to a r es t home - out of 

sj ght , out of mind , and out o: use. They should s~rve i nstead as a trans ~us ion 

... / 
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to r e:nvigorate our society. 

~vo elections ago , John ~ . Kennedy proposed the Deace ~oros to 

give our youth a chance to becc~e involved , to grow , and to learn whil e 

helping others . VISTA serves a similar funct~on on the domestic scene . 

This election t he Vice ? r esident and I propo~e a counternart to 

thece proframs t o give cur older c itizens a Ghance to be~ome involve0 , to help 

others, and to enrich their own lives in the process . ~ e would make uee of 

their talents, rive the!Tl a sen~e o"" cignHy, a nc make them Kno:,T trey are 

wanted . 
btl\M Q VJJA\J..~', 

The s~ c~~ Crops ' t r O'JC:ra te here at home, VO'Jld br.;_ng 

together in on2 o r:· i ce u.ncer c entrc.lj zed cr::ntrol anr cirectj en proprams noH 

scattered through the governrent anc new programs as Fell. "any Senior Amer icans 

would be vo]_unteers . T:-:ey ':mul ~ contri"i::'ute trPir time T·:ith +.hr-; sa '"lle sense of 

public duty as VISTA Harkers. But not all i·:culd be vol\:.nteers . About 30~ of 

older pecple live below the poverty line; an~ another 10~ are on t~e borde r. 

Those Senior Arrerj_cans ;,:aul d be paid a minimum vage to supplerr:ent r etjren:ent 

income . 

1,.]e 'lrould hope to expand t rese; existing prcframs . Pnder the "!;'ester 

Gra...11dp2rent prof-ram, no'.-1 administered by the Administrat ion on Aging-. in Hl:J:i ," 

and f unded by the CoM~uni t y Action ?rogram of 0~0 , loH incorce men anr 1-Jorn.en . over 

60 serve as Poster grandparents to a variety o: dependent, nerlected , and 

otherwise needy ctildr en. Tr,ese older citizens serve in institutions .:or tr.e 

mentally retarded, emot:i.onally d:i.stu.rbed, and phys ically hand· capped; j n d~.l'{ c-Jre 

sheltered wcrkshops , or even Heads tart HoMes . Clder c-:i t ~ zens have shmm · 

considerable interest :i.n the ;'rorra!"l, anc it is raDicly e'<"r:and j nr: to r.eT.\1' 

ccrr:,.,unitjes . This iE encouraging . "?ut as at the end o"' last year , or.ly P,OOO 
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.chilcren '!!ere served by only 3,927 foster rrandparents . Too :.'e1·1 children are 

benefitting f r om the program and toe few grandparents are participat~ng . ~ s 

part of t he ne H Senior Amer: can Corps , the program H0Uld. be enlare:ed. ~'nd ~ts 

quali ty 1·10ulo be irrlproved. 

"reject FI ND (Friendless, Isolate! Needy, Disabled~ i s 0l:Y} ' s latest 

demonstration project : or older people . It errploys lo-vr income rnen anc ' ·TO'!en 

over 55 to locate the older peopl e i n the co- r ftnity who nePd housinp, 

e~ployr.>.ent, health, nutr ~ tional, anc r ecreationa l services , anr then to direct 

t hem to these servj ce s~ The proj ect see~s to be growing in oocularity. ~ut 

as of' the begi :Jnint, o -~ th:i s year, r nly 372 older .~.mericans '.·rere emcloyed in 

:G'!ND. Here toC' , l•re net>d to ~ nvol ve more people . 

GrPen Tr.umb , a non- pro:it crfani'.7atirn funded by OSO , uses older 

rural -v10rkers to plant tre es, build or r estore parks , beauti =-y hifl:!'>1·ra~v-s O-:' do 

anythinf else uhic!1 vrcul d make rura l Americc: more beauti f'ul. The program ha s 

been exnanded i nto opP.ration ~1ainstrea :-n no1r1 adrrd nistered by the l ep2.rtrr:ent of 

Labor . But it e ~t;loys only 1,179 older rr.en . Me s to,Jld e'T:ploy :nore . 
I.JJ~ W~u.\~ \-\o-f <;.~'V l> ~r VJJ.. .11.~,Pa.-u~6 ...Wisf-h-·1 r~1rvw S · 

~n. \(e -r,wuld ad~ these neH e f'forts, tG ~~ist..:i-P.g-"i"-FO~ms- -

-create multipurpose seni or centers in everv co,...munity H-i.. t !-1 ecucational, 

r ecreational , vol ' ntary service , nutrition and health maintenance, c-onsumer · 

guidance, and inf ormational services . 

establish pro r- rams .for visits to r etir ed workers who are lonely , homebound or 

ill. 

establjsh pro ~rarns fo r vi s :i ts to homes whe r e children are in need o~ attention 

and care. 

- establish ~roc ra~s to assist E~ad start and other nroiects as tutors and class-

r oom aids . 

crea te ~orks hops and cra f tshops :or oart time e~plo~ent o P older cersons no 

longer in the work force . 

... 
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.- develoo educational ·profra~s ~or the ~ ged-at existin~ colleres and 

universities . 

operate ccuneelling and re ferral services dealing ~ith post-retire~ent~ 

income and manafement . 

It i-rill help to have all these efforts coordinated under one r c:of . 

'.~Ti th all the talent available a"'long o~1r retj red pecr:le , I believe tr.at much 

o: the administrative 1,Jcrk cC'ul c be done on the s :-:: ot by the Senjor Ame ricans 

tl:emselves . 

This is a ~odest proposal . 

But it ~Tould be a begin::-ing . 

It may br:.ng neH op;iortunities to young oeople . 

It may hel:> re-involve our ret::rec1 people . 

And it may give them a chance to stow us a thjnp or t~o . 

Jt is worth a try. 

/ 
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DRAFT 

Speech Section: Senior Americans Corps 

Social security is fine as far as it goes. 

So is Medicare. 

But each has obvious, finite limits -- dollar limits --

and more often than not those dollar limits are too low. I don't 

:_I 
propose to get into the numbers game, but $1014 a year -- the 1967 

average annual old age qenefit for retired workers doesn't sound like 

a living wage to me. 

There is a continuing, pressing need to increase that 

figure and there will be until retirement incomes from all sources 

actually provide adequate income for retired people. 

But merely bringing retirement income over the poverty 

level is not enough. It is no answer to a self-respecting retired 

person to tell him that he has received his minimum daily requirements 

of niocin, iron and vitamin C, if he doesn 1 t also ~ c.. \.If 

friends and opportu~ity for involvement. 

:._/ Compiled from Statistical Abstracts (1968) Table 411. 
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Without these, there is little opportunity for 

dignity and dignity is the birthright of every human, black or 

white, handicapped or able, retired or employed . 

Now, perhaps for the first time, America has it within 

its means (public as well as private) -- at least within its view 

to provide physical well being to a great portion of our citizens in 

retirement. 

I 
It is time, now , to start searching for better techniques 

..... .. -- ... -- - ~-- - .... -c.~: .... :-c_c'- c ... ~ • • v...- . ...._ _....._ _·:, ~-~-

to match physical well being with social well being. · 

This is no easy task. 

But ~t must be undertaken 

And we would all benefit. 

The generation gap, ?S I measure it, is only one 

generation wide. Grandparents and grandchildren are often in 

harmony where father and son, mother and daughter, politician and 

protestor are at odds. If I am right in my measurement of the genera-
~·= r:J..~-.:~·-: :2·:: c.:-

tion gap, bringing the old and the young together may be enriching 

for us all. 

/ 
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Grandparents have the time to· love , the 

experience to understand, the wisdom to tolerate and the capacity 

- to cherish their children's children-- indeed, most people's 

children. 

These qualities are too dear to assign to a rest 

home rocking chair -- out of sight, out of mind and out of use. 

Two elections ago, John F. Kennedy proposed the 

Peace Corps to give our youth a chance to be involved, to grow and 

learn while helping others. 

·This election, the Vice President and I propose a 

counterpart of the Peace Corps to provide a similar opportunity for 

retired people to be involved, to help themselves by helping others. 

The Senior Americans Corps, to operate here at home, 

would provide the structure to permit retired people to become 

re-involved -- especially in helping children. 

* At federal day care centers 

*At children's homes and children~s wards in hospitals 

o.· _) 
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*In classrooms where teachers' aides are needed 

* In helping~ make sure that existing programs reach 

more children and serve them better. 

*And in many other ways. 

Later, the Senior Americans Cor~might be expanded. 

But we better not bite off more than we can chew at first. 

Less - ~igo~ous than VISTA, the Senior American Corps 

need not require a minimum tour of duty but could . pay nominal 
I 

I 
I salaries like those for VISTA and the Peace Corps workers. ---- -

And, with all the talent available among our retired 

people, I belive that much of its administrative tasks could be 

performed on the spot by the SAC members themselves. 

It is a modest yroposal. 

But it would be a beginning. 

And .if it helps re-involve our retired people, 

And if it brings new opportunities to our young people, 

.,.. / 
-\;'?\: " r 
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We may find some of the frustrations of living 

today are less acut e , 

And we may find new ways to trust one another. 

:~ .. 
' .~:\' ' / 
V"· ·. ~ 
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13eptentbe:c 20, 1968· 

-A·:[Lt.~ ~~I 
A ~~QG~FOR OLDER AMERICANS 

The quality of life of today's generation ·of older 

Americans is far better than that enjoyed by any previous 

generations of older Americans. More of them own homes, they 

have better health care, and practically all are now assured 

of ·continuing income in retirement. 

Playing a major role in providing a better life for 

older Americans 1s the Social Security program, which today 

provides monthly cash benefits for 18.5 million' people age 62 

and over, and which helps virtually all of the 20 million 

~people age 65 and -over meet the cost of -hospital and doctor 

bills. 

\ .. . 
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\_The Social Security program was established_ under Democratic~ 
leadership in 1935--and 95 out of 96 Republicans in the House voted to 

kill the old age benefits section. 

~ince then, almost all the major improvements have been made by 

the Democrats. In fact, with a single exception--1954--every expansion 

in the coverage of Social Security •• ! every increase in benefits • 

has been proposed by the Democrats and most of them have been passed 

. . l in the last three years, benefits have been over strong Republ~can oppos~tion~ 

incr:f~Kii~~~m benefit ~ levels by two-thirds and the 
average payment by 23 percent. 
~resident Roosevelt and President Truman proposed a program of 

disability benefits ••• but the Republicans killed it. 

l_!ichard Nixon voted against the program in 1949 and 1950. 

~n 1956 the Democrats finally passed the program over the protests 

of the Nixon-Republicans. 

: ~resident Truman proposed ~~dicare in 1949; it was the first bill 

I introduced as a freshman senator. ~e Nixon-Republicans fought Medica~e 
for 16 years and denied these benefits to millions of our older citizens. 

In the 1960 campaign Mr. Nixon attacked Medicare with :th:Xx these words: 

. . . it makes no good sense at all, except in an America that has given 

up its heritage of freedom and joined the dull drab ranks of the 

bureaucratic superstate." 
93% of the in the House 

~n 1965, ~/Nixon-Republicans/notwithstanding, the Democrats 

passed Mmli:RlttEx Hedicar e. 

---
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~spite the major progress that has been made over the 

years, much still remains to be done. Too ·many people still 

have to face the problem of inadequate income in old age. 

Fully one-third of those age 65 and over live in poverty. 

That fact alone should challenge the conscience of ail Americans. 

Our elder:ly. also face other major problems. For many, 
ftttu. {j It;_{ 6l,,l:l5~ 
~question of what to do with their vastly increased leisure~ 

time~~~~~~ Each older person needs to know that his 

remaining years can be spent in useful, meaningful pursuits 

of value to himself, his fellow neighbors, and his community. 

Toward the solution of these 
I 

problems we pledge a pro-
I 

gram in three crucial and urgent areas -- income, health, and 

the use of the abilities of elderly Americans. 

Our proposals improving the retirement, disability 

. and heal.th benefits would bring an · immediate increase of . 

ap.pro.xima tely 25 percent in these benefits .. 

Retirement Income 

Although private pension plans provide supplementary 

benefits to those fortunate enough to be covered under such 

- ~rrangements, "for most retired Americans, Social Security is 

the main source of continuing income. 

Many retirees would be destitute if there were no 
. 

Social Security system. Today 10 million people are kept out 
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of poverty because of their Social Security b~nefits. They 

- -3-, 
I 

would have to rely. on relatives who often could not readily afford 

to supply the needed support or they would be on relief rolls. 

Nineteen out of twenty of those now receiving Social Security 

benefits would not be able to achieve a moderate living standard 

without these benefits. 

· Even with recent increa·ses in Social· Secul:iity payments, 

the ayerage benefit for the retired worker is only $98 per month, 

and for the retired . couple, $165 a month. Inadequate income 

is the biggest problem for older people. 

- - - -- -

. . \ . ~ 1 . . We need a substantial 1ncrease 1n' Soc1a Secur1ty 

benefits -- and we need to make these benefits inflation-proof. 

As President I·would call . for: 

Increasing Social Security benefits by 50 percent 

·· across the · board, . with an increase from the present 

monthlyminimum of $55 to $100 for an individual 

arid from $82.50 to $150 for a couple in steps 

.. during the . next four years._ We. wo~ld begin. with 

at leasi a . l5 to 20 percent general boost and a 

$70 minimum for an individual and $105 for a couple. 

The first increase alone would lift at least 1.3 million 

people out of poverty immediately. Over 125,000 
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older people would no , longer have to turn 

to public assistance for basic sustenance, and 
. . . \ . 

there would be a saving -of about $175 million 

to the assistance program. 

. . . 
Making benefits inflation-proof _after retirement 

by raising them automatically to reflect pr~ce 

increases. From time to time benefits should 

be further raised to take account of general 

increases in the standard of living. 

Making it more attractive for the Social Security - \ .. 

beneficiary to earn more by
1 
liberalizing the 

provisions which reduce benefits when he or she 

works. There should be incentives, not 

disincentives, for those who want to continue 

to work. 

Increasing the amount of annual earnings on- which 

contributions · and benefits are based so that 

behefit ·amounts will be more closely related to 

·the full earnings of the great majority of workers. 

Financing a part of the increased benefits from 

· 1 to ease the burden of social genera _ revenues 

security contributions on - the workers, especially 

to finance the rise in minimum benefits to $100 

per ·month. 
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Making it easier to qualify for disability 

. benefits. 

Health Costs and Medicare 

Until: Medicare beca·me law, older Americans faced the 

-
constant threat of. financial disaster. Today, however, for 

most senior citizens the threat has been lifted of a hospital 

bill that could wipe out their hard-won security -- bills that 

would not only wipe out their own savings but also those of 

their children. 

Twenty million older Americans are protected under 

Medicare. 

To date, $7 billion in hospi~al insurance benefits 

· has been paid, as well as $~.3 billion in medical insurance 

benefits. In 1968 alone, 7.5 million persons will receive ,$5.6 
... 

. J::>illion (an average of nearly $750 per beneficiary) in hospital . · 

benefits under Medicare . . ··, 

Now that wehave proved Medicare successful, let us 

perfect it. · 

A~ President I would ask Congress to do the following: 

--Put the doctor bill part of M~dicare on the same 

social insurance pre-payme nt basis as the hospital 
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part. This would make it unnece::;sary for older 

citizens to pay $4.00 a month for medical insurance 

out of their retirement incom~s. Both parts of 

the Medicare plan would be financed from Social 

Security contributions and matching contributions 

from the Federal Government. 

Provide protection against the heavy cost of 

prescription drugs which are so often necessary 

to health and well-being, and which now account 

for about 30 percent of private .expenditures for 

health care by the aged. 

Extend Medicare's protection to disabled Social 

Security beneficiaries ~ho, like older people, 

have high medical costs at the time when their 

income is sharply reduced. 

Participation Through Community Service 

Security is important, but it is not enough. We must 

provide opportunity for our elderly -- opportunity for gainful 

·. employment, for those who seek to continue to work, and. the 

opportunity for volunteer activity or for other meaningful 

functions that yield personal satisfaction to the volunteer and 

benefits to -Others. 
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Americans are looking around their hometowns and their 

neighborhoods and -discovering that there is much that needs doing. 

The so-called "helping professions" are badly in need of manpower. 

There are now over. 5 million · significant public servi~e - tasks 

that could be performed, if our available manpower is properly 

mobilized. Many senio~ citizens have the aptitude and competence 

and desire to provide services in institutions for young and 

old, in schools and libraries in ghettos and in suburbs • 

. Americans ar·e also beginning to realize that among 

our population of older persons is a deep, ·.rich reservoir of 

talent, wisdom and experience. \ 
We should match up older people who want to serve with 

the tasks that . need doing. 

What is needed now is a sustained, national program 

that will give hundreds of thousands·, and possibly millions of 

. ' 

ab~e-bodied older Americans new opportunities for service and 

participation; and which wiii give communities more of what they 

need. Older people can do much toward taking care of the long-

neglected needs of society. 

Therefore, · I propose 

The establishment of a National Senter Citizens 

Community Service Corps in which persons both over 

and approaching retirement age can earn incomes 
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or volunteer to do jobs which can help communities 

throughout the nation achieve vital social goals. 

We need the wisdom and experience of our .older 

'people. 

To Sum Up 

We must a ·sk ·wnat our Americans who - are aged or aging 

seek and we must strive to better meet their objectives. 

Will their final share in life's experience be a time 

of dig~ity, of renewed purpose, deepened and enriched by 

experience? 

\ . . Or will these years be a time for wa1t1ng and empty 

intervals, full of the sounds and visions of the past, full of 

foreboding of - the future? 

If we can work on a forward-looking program along the 

lin.es. I have just outlined, we ~ill speed the dawn of that" . . 
New'Day which will bring a better life for all older Americans 

and for their families. 

·- -
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September 20, 1968 

TO: 

FROM: Robert Nathan 

RE: A PROGRAM FOR OLDER AMERICANS 
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THIS IS THE REVISED PAPER -- THE FINAL 

PAPER FROM OUR STAFF. 
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A PROGRAM FOR OLDER AMERICANS 

The quality of life of today's generation of older 

Americans is far better than that enjoyed by any previous 

generations of older Americans. More of them own homes, they 

have better health care, and practically all are now assured 

of continuing income in retirement. 

Playing a major role in providing a better life for 

older Americans is the Social Security program, which today 
\ 

provides monthly cash benefits for 18.5 mil l ion people age 62 

and over, and which helps virtually all of the 20 million 

_people age 65 and over meet the cost of hospital and doctor 

bills. 

The Social Security program was established under 

De~ocratic leadership in 1935 and practically all the major improvement 

that have been made in the program over the years have been · 

proposed and adopted by Democratic leadership. In the last 

three years benefit amounts have been increased twice 

raising minimum benefit levels by two-thirds and the average 

payment by 23 percent. Most importantly, Medicare was adopted 

to help assure the elderly the health care that they need. 

/ 
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Despite the major progress that has been made over the 

years, much still remains to be done. Too many people still 

have to face the problem of inadequate income in old age. 

Fully one-third of those age 65 and over live in poverty. 

That fact alone should challenge the conscience of ail Americans. 

Our elderly also face other major problems. For many, 

the question of what to do with their vastly increased leisure 

time is critical. Each older person needs to know that his 

remaining years can be spent in useful, meaningful pursuits 

of value to himself, his fellow neighbors, and his community. 

Toward the solution of these problems we pledge a pro-

gram in three crucial and urgent areas -- income, health, and 

the use of the abilities of elderly Americans. 

Our proposals improving the retirement, disability 

and health benefits would bring an immediate increase of 

approximately 25 percent in these benefits. 

Retirement Income 

Although private -pension plans provide supplementary 

benefits to those fortunate enough to be covered under such 

arrangements, for most retired Americans, Social Security is 

the main source of continuing income. 

Many retirees would be destitute if there were no 

Social Security system. Today 10 million people are kept out 

!)• 
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of poverty because of their Social Security benefits. They 

would have to rely on relatives who often could not readily afford 

to supply the needed support or they would be on relief rolls. 

Ninete·en out of twenty of those now receiving Social Security 

benefits would not be able to achieve a moderate living standard 

without these benefits. 

Even with recent increases in Social Secu~ity payments, 

the average benefit for the retired worker is only $98 per month, 

and for the retired couple, $165 a month. Inadequate income 

is the biggest problem for older people. 

We need a substantial increase in Social Security 

benefits -- and we need to make these benefits inflation-proof. 

As President I would call for: 

Increasing Social Security benefits by 50 percent 

across the board, with an increase from the present 

monthly minimum of $55 to $100 for an individual 

and from $82.50 to $150 for a couple in steps 

during the next four years. We would begin with 

at least a 15 to 20 percent general boost _ and a 

$70 minimum for an individual and $105 for a couple. 

The first increase alone would lift at least 1."3 million 

people out of poverty immediately. Over 125,000 
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older people would no longer have to turn 

to public assistance for basic sustenance, and 
\ 

there would be a saving of about $175 million 

to the assistance program. 

Making benefits inflation-proof after retirement 

by raising them automatically to reflect price 

increases. From time to time benefits should 

be further raised to take account of general 

increases in the standard of living. 

Making it more attractive for the Social Security 

beneficiary to earn more by liberalizing the 

provisions which reduce benefits when he or she 

works. There should be incentives, not 

disincentives, for those who want to continue 

to work. 

Increasing the amount of annual earnings on which .· 

contributions and benefits are based so that 

benefit amounts will be more closely related to 

the full earnings of the great majority of workers. 

Financing a part of the increased benefits from 

general revenues to ease the burden of social 

security contributions on the workers, especially 

to finance the rise in minimum benefits to $100 

per month. 

/ 
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Making it easier to qualify for disability 

benefits. 

Health Costs and Medicare 

Unt..il Medicare became law, older Americans faced the 

constant threat of financial disaster. Today, however, for 

most senior citizens the threat has been lifted of a hospital 

bill that could wipe out their hard-won security -- bills that 

would not only wipe out their own savings but also those of 

their children. 

Twenty million older Americans are protected under 

Medicare. 

To date, $7 billion in hospital insurance benefits 

has been paid, as well as $2.3 billion in medical insurance 

benefits. In 1968 alone, 7.5 million persons will ·receive $5.6 
... 

. billion (an average of nearly $750 per beneficiary) in hospital 

benefits under Medicare. 

Now that we have proved Medicare successful, let us 

perfect it. 

As President I would ask Congress to do the following: 

Put the doctor bill part of Medicare on the same 

social insurance pre-payment basis as the hospital 

". / 
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part. This would make it unnecessary for older 

citizens to pay $4.00 a month for medical 1nsurance 

out of their retirement incomes. Both parts of 

the Medicare plan would be financed from Social 

Security contributions and matching contributions 

from the Federal Government. 

Provide protection against the heavy cost of 

prescription drugs which are so often necessary 

to health and well-being, and which now account 

for about 30 percent of private expenditures for 
I 
I 

health care by the aged. I 

Extend Medicare's protection to disabled S6cial 

Security beneficiaries who, like older people, 

have high medical costs at the time when their 

income is sharply reduced. 

·Participation Through Community Service 

Security is important, but it is not enough. We must 

provide opportunity for our elderly -- opportunity for gainful 

employment, for those who seek to continue to work, and the 

opportunity for volunteer activity or for other meaningful 

functions that yield personal satisfaction to the volunteer and 

benefits to others. 
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Americans are looking around their hometowns and their 

neighborhoods and discovering that there is much that needs doing. 

The so-called "helping professions" are badly in need of manpower. 

There are now over 5 million significant public service tasks 

that could be performed, if our available manpower is properly 

mobilized. Many senior citizens have the aptitude and competence 

and desire to provide services in institutions for young and 

old, in schools and libraries in ghettos and in suburbs. 

Americans are also beginning to realize that among 

our population of older persons is a deep, rich reservoir of 

talent, wisdom and experience. 

We should match up older people who want to serve with 

the tasks that need doing. 

What is needed now is a sustained, national program 

that will give hundreds of thousands, and possibly millions of 

ab~e-bodied older Americans new opportunities for serv1ce- and 

participation; and which will give communities more of what they 

need. Older people can qo much toward taking care of the long-

neglected needs of society. 

Therefore, I propose 

The establishment of a National Senior Citizens-

Community Service Corps in which persons both over 

and approaching retirement age can earn incomes 

t
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or volunteer to do jobs which can help communities 

throughout the nation achieve vital social goals. 

We need the wisdom and experience of our older 

people. 

To Sum Up 

We must ask what our Americans who are aged or aging 

seek and we must strive to better meet their objectives. 

Will their final share in life's experience be a time 

of dignity, of renewed purpose, deepened and enriched by 

experience? 

Or will these years be a time for waiting and empty 

intervals, full of the sounds and visions of the past, full of 

.foreboding of the future? 

If we can work on a forward-looking program along the 

lines I have just outlined, we will speed the dawn of that 

New'Day which wil-l bring a better life for all older Americans 

and for their families. 
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