
SUNSET HIGH f! CHOOL 
MOCK CONVFtiTION 
Portlan~, Oreqcn 

Vice !'resident Hum~hrey. You s":lunrl like a bunch 0f n-?:'Tl.ncr~ts. 

Barry ~1eshe.r - ·- when I sc.in '; Barry a the first time, I al!il.0St said 
Goldwater -- explainer'! to us, I understand that he rna-1e mv nr:m:~ina

tion. ~o Barry, I think it's fittinq and anprcoriate that I sh~ul~ 

say to you and to Sunset Hiqh Scho0l that I am ornud to ~ccent ynur 
nomination and your nlatf~~ as the nominee f'"\f y~ur ec~ncl, y0ur 
party r for the Office of ?resident. (~nnlause) 

Princiral Erickson and y~ur Stu~ent Rody nresident-~lect, ~ohn 
Croker j I ·#as just tryinq to find out fr0m ._T0hn h0'"! he rwt elPcte.r'l 
so easily. I am 'havinq ffi')re trouble than he is. 

And E.arb.ara ?Uder, ?-!iss De::nccrc>.t, all I can say is that if we Darafle 
her ar~und a little bit , we will ~et an awful lnt nf vf'"\teR. 

The stu~.ent body r:-f Sunst?t Hiql:': Schr:-'11, nermit me first '"'f all 
to tell you that I c.m trulv 1-tnn0re0, trul" hnnnred "''1'e:n I heard frnJTl 
your rn0ck conventir.n that I ~:.ras privileqec1 to receive t'1e nomina
tion for the. Offic: 0f Pres ident. Secondly, let me sa.v that this 
kind of P"li tical exercise., this !"lt)Ck noli tical conventi"ln is '"'ne 
of the mcst re.assurinq thinas thc.t I have seen aM0n0!=Jt ~"'nr v0tm'1 
pe':''1le. 

I have nctic~d the signs about here anc I am l0~kin~ f."r t~e Ptate 
of Oklahoma. If that sian woul1 come uo a little hiqher, I ~0uld 
ap:>'reciatc- it. Because I '>~ant y'lu to kn0w I have> ' ·dt~ rr..e the 
genuine, in the flesh, this real he-rnan Unite~ Ptate8 ~~nat"r frn~ 
Oklahoma, Senc.t':1r Harri~, and his l")vely ~¥if~. (ar.mle>.use} 

I see a si~n up there that says ~ california. " I think y~u sh~uld 
know that we have nne ~t the very charminq electe~ ~uhlic ~f~icials 
frorn the State of California that is tr~velinn with us. T~at is 
D0ris - !:>avis, fr~m r .. J")S .'\ngeles. D0ri~, -vlill y0u stand un, nlea~e. 
(ap?lause) 

I want all of vou stueents at Sunset Hicrh t~ knDw that ~v nnn~"'siti0n 
ask suppcrtinq Hills Bor0uqh. But I a.m n':'t. I rlifl nr:-t r:'.c.re sav 
anythina abr:-ut Beaverton, because the ~.ay-::r is he.rE'·. 

I thouqht fhat in the verv few moments that we have ~ere t~~~ther, 
pC's~ibly 1 c~uld help you just a little bit e>.nd. then yr-u rni,ht 
h?.ve ~'Jme queo;ti':lns :vcu VT":lulrl like to ask me. ~no m1il:ybe we ca.n 
have scme fun t:'"lat 1>1ay. r'7€' can rrn state bv state, at least as lon'l 
as 'lf.7C: ~ave the time., and I ha.ven't much ti!lle tr- be ~-rith "'"'U. 

Young peorle today are no lonqer len ked upnn just, as the.v userl. 
to say y0unq per-ple. They are l0okec unC~n as .:;;. verv iYT~n-:-rta.nt 

p;;.rt of the citizenry rf this c~untry -- f-:-r t=x.=..mnle, 3. v~unrr f'1.3.n 
whc graduated from this schsol, I understand , has 0nne ~n tr:
colleqe in Pennsylvania. He ha~ alre adv a~nrf'"\ach ed that n~int in 
his life \vhere he \vill be ma ki:tq decisi0ns c.s t"' tlJ e :':'utur 2- cr:-urse ...,.;. 
his li~e. I baopen tr:- be one ~hat helieve~ that in the lia~t ~f the 
many c uties that Y"tmq m.:m ~ncl ~·nme .n hc.ve. t,..,,'lav. the V"'ti.na ane in 
our ccuntry fer natienal electi~ns, an~ I hnpe stat~ electinn~, s~oul~ 
be lowered t~ the ac~ ~f 1 8 . (annlaus~) 

Of c:Jurse. , ~t ;hen yr:--u start t0 Vr:lte, y r. u ma.v ~ave t,... c:t2.rt tn nav 
taxes. 

I alsQ happen t0 ~eli ev9 that there is an entirelv new attitude in 
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the ccuntry in refer~ncA- tr:- t h-:: illclus i "n \o: .t ·~"'-' ,, the rr~auJ.:=.r Dt:'lliti
cal pr')cess ?.nC. in the. insti tuti '"'TIS a nd the -:-ff iee-e ..... , ·- ·-.-e ..- ~,.,.. ,. ..... t-_ 
0f what we cc.l l 0ur Y"'Uth rrr"'UD, 'Jur Y'"'Unt:T ne'"~r : ~,:; . .,,..,, n :· ,~,,1 thc.Jn in 
the reaula r p0litical uarties. Bn t h nr;litical ryarti~~ c~n stan~ 
a qo~d infusi~n, a qc~~ injectinn 0f vc unq idealis~. ~ nd l n0tice~ 

as I came in h~re t cmioht , t~is afternr:-'"'n '"'r evsnin("'T, I n':'ltice,;!_ th~t 
thert were a nuTT"ber r"Jf V'"'Unc- ne., ..., l e that still hc.d rn a ')utt'"'n 
t hc.t carries t he name 0f c. verv persr:-nal frienr1 c f mine '•li.th ··1hnm 
I served fe r many year s in the United ~tates Senate an~ ~h.... is a 
fell~w citizen nf my r;wn stat a . I w~nt t0 take this ~.,~ ent t o 
conqr a tulate a nd tQ thank qenator Euaene ~cCarthy f e r t he onn~ wnrk 
he has d~ne. (anclause) I may s av to the y0una ne,....ple that th~ 
i {eals and t he q0lls a f t he Sanat0r and the ideals and t he a r-als 
that we c~~erish are the same and since I 2-."!l a l ecdti:'!l:::t e ancl. -Fu1 1-
fle.dqed cc.nC: i dc.t2 f or the high office 0f t he nr.:? sident, it is my 
view that th~se q'Jals can be better realized bv thg electi~n ~f the 
Dsmccratic ca nd idate for Pr e sident than b y any 0ther , an.~ I 1Y'Pe

tha t you wil l s ~e that way an~ talk to your oarents ab0ut it an~ 
ynur friends and y0ur neiahbrYs . 

There is anot he.r r:rentlenan whr::' is n0 lrmner with u s. :" nt~ ve·t ~ is 

w.-:-rk, his i deas, ~is sens~ nf com"!'itment, his·· ners'"'nal i!'v,...,lve...Tl' ent 
with y~ung pe~ple were a m~tt~r ,...,f t he li=e nf ~ur nati~n ann ~~ th~ 
hiStQry nf 0Ur C0Untry. I ~0~€ that the Y"Un~ ~e0nle here at ~unsat 
Piqh and every ..... th er hinh sch~01 2n8 cnlleqe acr~s~ this lan~ will 
recoqnize t hat the late ~8~ert Fenne~v s~rved this c~untrv hrilliantlv 
and couraqen u s ly as he snu0ht t~ arnuse ynur interest in nublic 
affairs and in the needs 0f the denrivs~ peo?l e r:-f ~m0ric~ ana in 
the naellis, indeed, ~f the neecy ':'e--::ole thrcuqh0ut the ~·-7'"'~ 1~. . ( :;:rynl auso 1 

Y"u kn0tv , t~~ g~ '.:Jd wc-rks r'lf men and •v,...,men d" nnt d ie. 1·Ji th t hetn . 
Tho se ~0nd w~rks ~"' 0n. But wherever y':'IU see scme~"~V that is in 
need and you will !"lelp ther"l., wherever v0u se~ S""'""E-.r:ne: t h?.t neec s 
a cha nce t o make s--:methinq out 0f hi s ,...,r her life and y0u he ln t hem, 
y0u are fulfillinq the i deals of the tt.at':' !.T'en thz.t I !"lc.ve j ust 
me,ntioned, and you are alsc f~Jlf.il lincr the o')als an~ the ide.als 0f 
the. :;1an that is talkinq to y-:m. Because the Pt:'litit:: s 0f t r:>:M nrrm·T i s 
not the politics 'lf just the ~rqanizati0n 0r the na rtv. It is in 
truth the p~litics ~f citizen narticioation nn the broa~est has±s 
and th~ p~litics of service. I h0:oe t 0 ~ee in the n~t t'"'~ ~i~tant 

future when the hiqh scho~ls ~f this l a nd will inclu~e in t~eir 
course of study f 2r our~o ses nf credit and 0rade 8ervice t~ t he 
c0mmuni ty as v1ell as study in t he class:::-,..,'J!I1. v:re: ne"?d th'"~us .~nfl s anC. 
t h0usands r. f yr:mna me n and "-T0men t 0day , !le.lnin'"' in h'"~ADit:.lc:, in 
'fl1ental instituti0ns, helnina i n city hall, i n t .!'le C'"'Urt 1-l<Ju!"le, 
hc lring nn :r.-layarcmncs, ~:;-lninq i n t he slum ar e=. ~ r"~ f= '"'Ur. ,....r~at 
ities, helpinq t o 0raanize clubs 0r s0ci?-l ryr~un~ f0 r vnunr~ ?e,....nl ~ 

th?-t have never had a chance tn enj0v a n~~~ li¥e. ~e nee~ the new 
pn litics , which i9 n~t t he nnlitics 0f oressure an~ r-¥ ~a~ty an~ "'¥ 

privileae, bu t r a t her th~ n'"l litics nf cnncern an~ th2 'l')"litics sf 
servic~. I kn0w 0f no qrru~ in ~merica that can ~ '"'~ a better j~h 

in q e- ttinq t !1is me s<:>acre t0 the 1\rn:?:::- ican ne""~n l e anf.. t.he vnunr:-: ""'·'= '"'nl e, 
wher~ ycu have S':' Pmch t 0 ,..ff e:r- . 

Then I want t J leave "'ne nther t h,...,u("'Tht ni th •ru ~ This c r:-unt.rv 
t oday is bein0 bese t by a hn~t ~f difficulties. 8~me ~f V'"' U mav 
n-::ot have e.X':"Jer i ence0. th~m, because ·F"'~rtunat -:- lv, rr.,r.;t r::-f t 1le ';l?':' 'l')l e 
in this audience c~me fr0Tr~. neirr~hnrhr:.,c~s <.>.nr -:arrili sc; t ~at are- a~le 

t c pr"vidc v1-sll f~r Y'"'U. Tl:.e f~ct ,..f t ho:': :n2.tte.r i s t~.:.t rnanv 
families in this c r:-untry cl n n 'J t hc.ve. th.::.t Ran>e 0-r)D'"'rtuni tv anA ~.,e ::;re 
tryinq t c do s~methinq .::.b0ut it, n~t t ,..., take fr~~ ynu, butt '"' a~d t~ 

them. ~harinq r1 r: ·2S not ne:ces£arily :-'1E:2.n tha t ''C'U J nse S'"'!1"9thinrr, it 
means that S'"'~ e~ne e lse ~ains an~ t bat i~ y0ur sharina, vnu ~c.y crain, 
b :c. 

., 
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It is a fact that in this c0untry, in the slums in the cities, from 
the valleys cf the rural p00r, amcnqst the blc.ck, a.mt::'n'1st t!le- IncRians , 
amongst the Puerto Ricans, arnr:mqst the Mexican-;z.lme-ricans, the 
S~anish-surnarne neonle, am~nqst many rf th~se ryr~uns, aM~ncrst 

0thers who are ~f Anql~-sax0n 0r Euronean descent, it is a ~act 
thc.t there are 9eoole wh0 ~o n0t have it · ~ · as 0?"~ as v~u c.n~ I. 

I have had a very q~~d life! a wonderful h0me, a fine m~th~r 
and father, a chance tn ao on to c 0l leqe, even thcu'1~ I had t') make 
that chance myself. But it has been a wonderful 0p~0rtunity fer me 
and I feel that if it was qond f0r mt, ~avbe it w~uld be "~rd f0r 

romebody else. 

l\.11 I want frr)m the other quy is w~1at the other rruy ha~ he.en able 
to make available to me. An1 I really believe t~at there is no 
gr~ur ')f peonle in the worl~ that are m0re fair min~ef, mC're ~0nest 
in terms of their intellectual intearity, than our youn~ neoole. 
And I want you to constantly keep in minn that yru arc real ly no 
better off than s':lme('me else. 'flbo has less cl.'lance. rve havEO s~ TT\uch 
in this ccuntry to d0 with and yet S'l much to de. 

I had with me yester~ay cne 0 f the ar~at~st athletes that this nati8n 
has ever pr0duced, ~r. nayfer J~hns~n. I wonder if we realiz2 trat man 

c f our ch~~pions of our olyMpic te~s, the champinn~ that are q0inrr 
to win the q~ld meaals f0r us in ~exic~ Citv this year, that many ~f 
them are the children, the srns anc c'l.auqhters, of De0nle that never hail 
ths chance that you anc I have. 

I wonder if we realize hm..; Americ?. t.ql')ul~ 1'"''1k •J~ithcut these men ann. 
women that have c0me from the families '."'lf the nonr. I t,.vc-nc1 e r h0w 
much we realize what W'1Uld happen to our art an~ our literatur~, 
to 0ur mu~ic and our drama? Actually out 0f the su::ferinr:r and D?.in 
of the slu.m has cnme s0:me ct the rn0st beautiful creatirn that We 
know in terms of culture. 

So there is so much to be di~c~vered. ''ery sh0rtlv, we will have 
Columbus Day in America and pe0nle t,vill oarade anti t hev will sav, \>!ell, 
tve are cele.bratinq the discnvery r;f America . P.merica is c~ isc'1vere~ 

everyday. Somebody discrwers it~ the fell'=''" that never hac a j':'h 
that gets cne -- he discovers ~merica. ~he nersnn that never had a 
decent heme t~ live in c.nd aets ~ne -- he discovers n:merica. The 
young person that did not have a qn0d chance for a ry~~fl e~ucati~n 

and finally aets a ~00d educati0n ~r a chance to a~ tn cnllP~e -- he 
0r shs discovers ~merica. 

The kid tha t is sick with what seems t0 be an incurahle risea~e 
and they find a cure -- he discovers 1merica. Secause ~merica is 
constant adventure and discoverv. Y0u don't need t o really celebrate 
the. discove.ries Qf yesterday. r,lhat yr:-u neeC to C!='; J.ehrc..te are the 
things that you are to disc~ver. 

And your generation is qoinq tc live far beynnd the year 2fJQO. ~ost 
of the. pecple that are alive today t>1ill be alive ~rhen r::entury 21 
~mes. What kind cf a century will it be? I'll t e ll y~u w~at it 
will be like just a little hit. 

For examnle, r:me of the thinqs that Ne <¥ill ~2:ve, ~-vill h~ 

transplant tJf human orcrans which t.ie tr'day rez.~~ c.b()\.1t ~?ill ~ec0Ee. 2 

matter of m:dical science of s0me requl .=:.ri ty. Pe ':lill cnnmunicc.t e 
by communication~ satellite. I sat,., a y'"'unq l.ady ~ere f.r'1m the 
American Field Service fr ')m ~ranee. I mot her as T ~an2 in t he 
door. Inside ~f ten years, we will h~ve r e0ul~r c0mmunicc.ti~nq int0 

our schools and colleges thr':'U,. 11 C'"'mmunicati~n satelU tes •.vith all 
or most of the c tJuntries s f the v-:rld , sr:- t h.=.t t l-l rr>tl"Th tele.visi0n, 
you will be a h l e t~ see ~ classronm in ~nkvr an~ v~u will he able to 
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communicate with students in r-aris or students in New Del~i r-r 
Djaka.rata, our c;tudents, hcpefully, in Mosco~,., 0r Bukare~t. .'!' nd 
thr0uqh this c0nrounication satellite, w~ will net t9 ~now each ~ther 
Communication ')pans the mind, opens the heart and maY:es fn r :-n 'IPen 
c~lc. The lack 0f communication makes f~r blin~ness, intellectual 
and spiritual blindness. It makes f~r a cl0se~ s0cietv. 

Younq men and w0men in this r~om will live t'l see the day when 
interplanetary trava, at least by rocket if n~t mannec, aut~mated, 
will be rather n~rmal. You surely will live to see the ~av when 
'<~1€:. will have a stati.cn on the mc!Jn anc exnlore its ,.,,....naers and learn 
about it. Someb'1dy has said to me, what c if.ference does it rn.ake 
what's aut there in soace? My answer is it is y0ur nei0hb0rho~d. The 
IDlar system, the sun and the solar syste.m are vGur neiqhbGr~o~d. 

We need t o know more about it. Hhat is the effect ':'\"'= the st?_rs 
that you see in the sky uo0n y~ur life? H0w d~ we kn~1? Phat is the 
effect 'If the sun u~0n life itself? We think we kn"~ but what ~ore is 
there t': knC'w? 

There is such a qreat adventura ~h~ad ~f us. I s0rt 0f ho~e ~nn nray 
that somehow, thr0uah vitamins, ~erit,....l, 'lr whatever elEe it may be, 
I may make it t0 the year 2000. I rylan to make it an~ I hrne t0 be 
th <:..:rc with y:~u, because I am c· nvinced that at that ti!T!e if '''e have 
n0t destroyed this W':lrld throuah man's madness, we •>~ill ~ave. t"!1e 
most excitin~ period ~f hu~an histrry. 

There has been mnre chanqe in the last ~ne hundren years th~n in t~e 
preceding 5,000. There are more scientists alive t~~av than in all 
the recorded history of man. There has been m0re a~vanc~ in science 
and tech.nolr:-~y in the past 50 years than in t.he nrevious :?. , 000. v0u 
are livinq in the m0st excitina period ~f human existence. The 
questi'3n is, ... ,hat are .. y0u qoinq t'3 do with it? This is wh.v I ~a.ntec 
to c0me to you. Because you see, I have a sneceial int?rest in y~u. 
You are the one.s that are qcina t0 have tn take care 0f my Met1ica_r~ 
and Social Security anC. I wanted t ~ take a l00.k at y~u anr see if I 
can rely en y0u. I think I can . I kn~w I can. 

The final observation I ~'louln like t o leave with y~u is this~ 0ur 
demccracy needs peonle who believe in the Democratic snirit. vnu 
cannot have a free society with~ut an enliahten~~ citiz~nry. Th0~~~ 
Jefferson said you e.ither will be free t:'r ir:rnorant. y...,u have t'"' nake 
a choice. You canno t be free and inn0rant. 

N0w, we have mat1e the choice ')f beinq free, '!J>Thich mec:ns th:=.t ~,;re l-)ave 
had to bec0me. an educated neople. An E>Cucc:.t<?c man iE n~t rne that 
has just learned science and tec~n ..... l.n()'y and mathex•,atics. Pe is 
cne that has learned t o resnect h is neiahb,....r. nn educate~ ~an is ~ne 
of f orebearance and t0lerance, is 0na of understan~ina an~ reaq~n, 
is one that is willina to 0ive the other ~ellow the benefit nf t~e 
doubt, is one that has learned not only hnw t o snlit the at~M but 
to split the difference. A.n educated nerscn is one ,....f ar~A manners, 
is one who unde.rstands that free sryeech fer himsel-F is r:-nly t0 he 
protected if there is free soeech for theother fellow. ln Pducate~ 
person can save dem0cracy· an i'lnr:-rant perst:'n can .~e strrv it. "n 
educated pers'ln, therefor&?, must have those auali!: ications ...,f an 
e.ducate:d man: qood manners , tclerance, forehearance, un·~~rst:mdinl!, 
learning, the willinqness to listen as ~ell as the *illin"ness t~ 
talk. And today I see a few peonle in 0ur c~untry, an~ t~ank ~o~dness, 
~nly a few, who have l0st faith in freed0m , wh" have l~st f 2 ith in 
the precesses c f democracy. They are the ~~~pl ~ that brsak un 
meetinas. They are the oeoole t hat are uqly an~ unruly. ~hey are 
the pe0ple that won't let the 0ther fell~w talk . Thev are the peonle 
that think they have a mnnapoly on virtue and rinhte~~~nes? . They 
are the people wh0 want t~ destroy. Fvery frse societv that has 
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lost its freed0m , l0st it because the qre.at '"~Ver1.<1helminn T'l.c:jority 
of pe~ple did n.tJt understand that th0 se who. hate: ~reed0m bave a con
taigon about them and that they s0meti~es aet t~eir way becaus~ 
ether people are unwillinn t0 stand in their way . 

I want t c call upon you ynunq De~nle t~ set the examryle in this 
election. Nhen you see s omehoi'.y that denies another man the riqht 
to speak, I don't care \'lh'1 he is, what his political oartv, t.rhat he 
says r.r hew he thinks ; if he is denied the riaht t n ~~eak by a 
government, by a mob, 0r by an unruly a~nuo that decides they ar~ 
goina to shout him down, y~u stand up and say that y~u, sir, ann v0u, 
that group, yau are the e.nemy r f freedom ann we \•'ant y0u t'"' kn'1W it. 
Point your finqer at them and say shame and let them Y.now that th~y c~ 
not r epresent what this c0untry stands for. (apnlause) r~ snMe~rlv 
once s a id t o me, every ~an ano woman has a riqht t Q be ~eard: he 
does not necessarily have to be taken serinusly, hut he h -~s a ria:'Jt 
t o be heard. 

So in step with q'Jod standar1s t oday, l et's demanc fr~m t he ~olitical 
candidates f or 0ffice that t hey stand hefnre audiences t0qetrer, t') 
debate, t o discuss, tc enter int~ dialoaue ann euen to dissent. 

Just a v1ord a!:l0ut d i s sent. Y~u have that rirrht. v---u h.ave the 
right to speak out, t" st~ea.k ar:rainst. But y0u have n'"' riqht 0f cis
order. Dissent, yes: disorder, nn. Dem0Cr?._cy reouires tl'1c.t you play 
by t he rules nf the qaMe. And if y0u d0n't like th~ rules, V'"'U can 
change them t hr 0ugh the democratic ~recess . Sut we. can't chanqe anyt:h :i 
in this c0untry fryr the qood thr0uqh v i o lence, th=~uqh fi~"rder , 
through disrer:rard for the. law. ~,Te can de anythinti w:>. \'lant t0 ::!0, 
however, if w~ ~~10rk within the la'tt-T , if need he tr- chanae.the la~"' ano 
t o make this c0untry the kind of country you want. ~0 I e~ hanryy 
t o be your nominee. (applau se) 
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