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NATION CAN SOLVE ITS PROBLEMS UNDER DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERSHIP, HUMPHREY SAYS 

Utica, N. Y., October 8 Vice President Hubert H. 

Humphrey said tonight that "there is still a lot wrong with this 

country" and declared that "only the liberal Democratic faith --

faith in the people, faith in the country -- that sustained Harry 

Truman, and John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson can fix it." 

"Richard Nixon and the Republican Party can't fix it. And 

neither can an apostle of racism and bigotry with a bomber for a 

running-mate," the Democratic nominee said. 

Speaking at Utica Memorial Auditorium, Humphrey said 

Richard Nixon is taking his victory for granted. "Well, exactly 

twenty years ago this October, another Republican candidate took the 

American people for granted. And today he is known as former Governor 

Dewey and not as former President Dewey. 

"When Richard Nixon takes the people for granted, he is 

really taking it for granted that they are unhappy and desperate 

enough to elect even Richard Nixon President of the United States. 

I don•t think things are that bad," Humphrey said. 

Humphrey again called on his opponents to make clear their 

positions on major issues. "My Republican opponent has, as usual, 

remained silent on how to achieve peace" in Vietnam. "I challenge 

him to tell the people what he would do about Vietnam if he were 

elected President and to tell them ~·" 

"Mr. Wallace has no experience representing the United 

States in foreign affairs . . . and he has General LeMay at his right 

hand," Humphrey said. 

The text of his remarks is attached. 
• • • more 



REMARKS 
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 
UTICA, NEW YORK 
OCTOBER 8, 1968 

I've been traveling this country now for weeks, from Florida to Oregon, 

from New York to California, and it's nice tobe in the best Democratic city in 

upstate New York. 

I've been doing a good deal of talking. But I've been doing some 

liatening, too. 

And I think I know as much as the pollsters know about what's on 

people's minds in this critical election yaar. 

The people feel the country is in trouble. 

They are deeply concerned. 

They know the choice they have to make November 5 is one of the 

most important of their political lives. 

And I know what questions they are asking themselves. 

Which candidate and which party can you trust? 

Which candidate and which party can end the war? 

And they are asking: Which candidate and which party can hold this 

country together? 

But look at the way this campaign is being run. 

The third party candidate has made an organized and deliberate appeal to 

hate, to fear, to anger, to frustration, to all that's worst in America, Is 

that any way to run for President of the United States? 

Now he's added to his ticket a bombing general who thinks the nuclear 

bomb is just another weapon who once suggested that we bomb North Viet Nam 

back t o t he Stone Age ~ 

Brute force at home and catastrophic force abroad -- between them 

General LeMay would bomb Viet Nam back to the Stone Age and George Wallace 

would drive this country back to the Stone Age. But I don't think they're 

going to get a chanceo 

My Republican oPponent is more careful. In the South he says he will 

not use the only effective federal instrument to enforce the Supreme Court 

school decision-- but in the North he says he doesn't really mean it. In the 

North he ::;toad silent during the ugly campaign against Mr. Justice Fortas -- and 

in the South he slyly joined it " 

He says he is for the treaty to step the spread of nuclear weapons --

but he is against ratifying it now and.he vJill not encourage the Senate to ratify it. 
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He has stood absolutely silent on Viet Na~. 

But while Mr , Nixon has been silent, his campaign managers have been 

mailing secret messages to special interests, such as the stock market traders 

on Wall Street, assuring them that a Nixon administration will look after their 

interests. 

Mr. Nixon himself has spent most of the campaign vacationing. But 

the White House is no place for a vacationer ~- and the people know it. 

The public opinion polls, tbe Republican newspapers, and all the 

conventional wisdom have convinced him he is going to win. And so he has taken 

the American people for granted. 

Well, exactly twenty years ago this October another Republican 

candicJate took the American people for gll'anted. And today he is know as former 

Governor Dewey and notas former President Dewey. 

When Richard Nixon takes the people for granted, he is really taking it 

for granted that they are unhappy and desperate enough to elect even Richard .. , 
Nixon President of the United States. I don't think things ere that bad. They 

may seem bad, but ·they're not that bad. 

I say you can't trust a candidate like George Wallace whose only 

appeal is to people's fears. And you c~an't trust a candidate like Richard 

Nixon who refuses to speak out on vital issues and who says one thing in the 

North and ~other thing in the South. 

It's time somebody appealed· to the best in the American people, not 

the worst. And that 1 s what I've tried to do. 

Where do my opponents stand on the greatest torment of our people today--

the cruel war in Viet Narr.? 

All three presidential candidates say. they want peace. 

My Republican opponent has, as usual, remained silent on how to 

achieve peace. Apparently on election day he will still be testing the public 

opinion winds to see whether they f~vor the hawk or the dove. I challenge him to 

speak out ~o I challenge him to tell the people what he would do about Viet 

Nam if he ~ere elected President and to tell them~· 

Mr. Wallace has no experience representing the United States in foreign 

affairs •• ~ ~nd he has General LeMay at his right hand. 

I have spelled out my own views. I do not favor unilateral withdrawal 

from Viet Nam,. Nor do I favor further military escalation. I favor de-escalation. 

I insist on an end to corruption in Saigon. I insist that the South Vietnamese 

• o • more 
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do more of their own fighting. And as President I shall be prepared to crder 

an end to the bombing of North Viet Nam as the first step toward achieving an 

hono'l:.'able negotiated peace. 

And where do they stand on dome~tic issues--social security, education, 

medicare, economic growth and prosperity? 

The third party candidate has said little about these issues this year~ 

but for 25 years he has opposed everything the working man has fought for o 

His appeal for the working man's support is phoney--and you know it. 

He cannot be elected President--and he knows it. And a vote for Wallace 

will help Richard Nixon, and if Nixon and the Republicans get in, you can count 

on having a recession in nothing flat. 

The Republican candidate has made the usual election-year Republican 

noises--but throughout his career he too has fought the programs that have 

brought you unparalleled prosperity, the liberal Democratic programs that have 

given you protection against depression and impoverished old age and economic 

exploitation. And you know it. 

The last time my Republican opponent held public office he had three 

economic recessions in a row. And you know it. 

And if the ;Republicans get in again you can expect more of the sameo 

And this, too, you know--that Democratic administrations of John F. 

Kennedy and LYndon Johnson have given this country t he longest unbroken per i od 

of prosperity and high employment in history. That is why your papers report 

tha t there are seven hundred skilled jobs unfilled in Utica today. That means 

higher par, more overtime--the kind of economy that keeps your house payments 

up to date and your bills paid. 

And you know you can trust the Democratic Party to keep it up--and 

that's what Ed Muskie and I are going to do. 

Yes, there is atill a lot wrong with this country--but Richard Nixon 

and the Republican Party can't fix it. And neither can an apo;3 t le of racism 

ana bigotry with a bomber for a running-mate o 

Only the liberal Democratic faith--faith in the people ••• faith in 

the country--that sustained Harry Truman and John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 

can fix it--the faith that sustained them and that they helped create. 

Out of this time of trouble, out of this time of uncertainty and unease, 

in t his year of rage, the people must make a clear and responsible choice. We 

can only vote for one man t o be the President of us all. 

I t ~ l ieve th~ Uni ted 8 ~.ates is the gr eatest country in the v7orld. 
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I want to build this nation, not tear it down. 

I want to unite this people, not divide them. 

I offer you no easy answers. There are nonee 

But I make my appeal to reason, not to passion. 

I appeal to hope, not to fear. 

I choose to speak, not stand silento 

And I ask your help in this electione 

##### 
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REMARKS 

Florida to Oregon, from New York to California, and it's nice 

to be in the best Democratic city in upstate New York. 

.I've been doing a good deal of talking. B 've been doi n , 
some I isteni ng, too. 

as much as the pollsters know about 

what's on people's minds in this critical election year. 

The ·people feel the country is in trouble. -
They are deeply concerned. 

They know the choice they have to make November 5 

is one of the most important of their political lives. 
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J.. And I know what questions they are as ki ng the mse I \es. 

1...-t!hich c~ate and which party can you trus_t? 

J..... Which c\ndid~ and which party ian end the war? 

,11pd the)' · · {which candidate and which party 

can hold this country together? 

~~et ifil Felease 

deliberate appeal to hate, to ffijr, to anger, to frustration, to 

all that's worst in Americ~s that any way to run for President 

of the United States? 

bow he's added to his ticket a bombing general who thinks 
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Brute force at home and catastrophic force abroad --between 

them General LeMay would bomb Viet Nam back to the Stone Age 

and George Wallace would drive this country back to the Stone Age. 

during the ugly campaign against Mr. Justice Fortas --and in 

the South he slyly joined it9 ;;Jifi· 
He says he is for the treaty to stop the spread of nuclear ---

weapons-- but he is against ratifying it now and he will not 

• 



Nixon 1 s advisors think he's winning so they're 
advising him to say nothing , think nothing, do 
nothing -- and these are three things he does 
rather well. 



( L But while Mr. Nixon has been silent, his campaign 

managers have been mailing secret messages to special interests, 

such as the stock market traders on Wall Street, assuring them 

that a Nixon administration will look after their interests ... lJJ.LIJ, ~ 
1 ---"'Mr. Nixon himself has spent most of the campaign 

_ ...... 
vacationi n~ But the White House is no place for a vacationer 

~- and the people know it. , tAJ.t;l\lfi3-., ~ ( 
/-J,he public opinion polls, the Republican newspapers, and 

all the conventional wisdom have convinced him he is going to 

win. And so he has taken the American people for granted. 

~Well, exactly !wenty years an,this October another 

Republican candidate took the American people for grante~ And 
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~~t,~! 
-~u can't trust a candidate like George Wallace whqse c::/,. 
only appeal ts to people's fearCnd you can't trust a candidate 

• li;e Richard Nixon who refuses to speak out on vital issues and ~~ 
who says one thing in the No~ 'l.f.!d another thin~ in the South, 'J,.I.:Jt 

It's time somebody appea1t0 the best in the Uteri 

people, not the worst. And that's what I've tried to do. 

~here do my opponents stand on the greatest torment of 

our people today-- the cruel war in VietNam? 

All three presidential candidates say ~~e!!: ,J 

My Republican opponent has, as usual, remained silent 

on how tQJlchieve pef!ce~pparently on election day he will still 

be testing the public opinion winds to see whether they favor 
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the hawk or the dove. I challenge him to speak out now. I . . --

challenge him to tell the people what he would do about VietNam 

if he were elected President and to tell them now./ 

' Mr. Wallace has no experience representing the United 

States in foreign affairs ... and he has General LeMay at his ,. 
right hand. 

'-...I have spelled out my own view~o not favor unilateral 

withdrawal from VietNam. Nor do I favor further military 

escalation. I favor de-escalation. I insist on an end to corruption 

in Saigon. I insist that the South Vietnamese do more of their 

own fightin~nd as President I shall be prepared to order an 
-•J N-."•i sA~ ,.ol-1#.;14-

end to the bombing of North Viet Nam"as the first step toward 

achieving an honorable negotiated peace.' 

And where do they stand on domestic issues --social 

security, education, medicare, economic growth and prosperity? 
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ndidate has said little about these issues 

for 25 years he has opposed everything the worki n_g 
51==~: 

man has fought for: His appeal for the working man's support 

is phoney --and you knowjt. 

J...He cannot be elected President --and he knows it/And a 

vote for Wallace will help Richard Nixo~ and if Nixon and the 

Republicans get in, you can count on having a recession in 

nothingflat. _ ~e4,t~ Qf;..~~I&AJ ~ 
~publican candi ate has made the usual election-year 

Republican noises --but throughout his career heW has fought-',...;., 

the programs that have brought you unparalleled prosperity. 

I iliirol 8tiii6Ci tJtie ~rog: 81119 thot have gjveg )'AJ I protetlibil agall'l!t 

deJ([eS$jpp ?Qd impguprjshgd old J~O Oiid OOOMOiili£ OXplei*a*ipp ~ 

And you know it. 

0.he last time my Republican opponent held public office he 
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had three economic recessions in a row. And you know it. 

~And if the Republicans get in again you can expect more 

of the same. 

And this, too, you know --that the Democratic 

administrations of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson have 

given this country the longest unbroken period of prosperity 

) 

and high employment in history-l!hat is why your papers report J 
that there are seven hundred skilled jobs unfilled in Utica today. I 

kat means, higher Eay, more overtime --the kind of economy \ 

that keeps your house payments up to date and your bills paid. • 

~d you know you can trust the Democratic Party to I 
keep it up --and that's what Ed Muskie and I are going to dp. , 

Y th ~!J;../1(;• "'th th• . t b t es, ere f wrong WI IS coun ry -- u 

Richard Nixon and the Republican Party can't fix it. And neither 

can an apostle of racism and bigotry with a bomber for running-

-mate. 
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L On!y the liberal nemocratic faith -- faith in the oeoole ... 

faith in the country -- that sustained Harry Truman and John 

F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson can fix Jt._ tAo fait A tl :at 

Jaili: od th IFF asi $1 at ll ag I lad 01 eat a• 

I ask you: 

J... ~ hich S!!ndidate, and which oarty, have consistently 

fought to bring economic benefits to all our people? • 

nd which have not? <!• (4 ~ .... AJ f.~1 
k,ich candidate, and which oarty, have fought for 

Medicare ... for civil rights ... for exoanded ocial Security ... for ---- . 

federal aid to education ... for decent housing ... for Project Head 

tart. .. for a Job Coros and a Peace Coros? I 
/ - - ~J..-,vJ~ 

(_...AAd thich have ooposed them? • 0 ..... :.:. ~"""" 
~Aihich candidate, and which oarty, have -i~ 

, 

to control ,-nuclear "''eapons ... to build~ new international 

institutions for oeace ... to I) lay_. a creative role of leadershhJ . .. 
in this world? 

~ 
. .. 
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LAnd which,. have either obstructed these efforts ... 

oo!!?sed them outright... or asked for delay on delay on delay? \ 

~You kno11• the answers and so do I. - Hli:CQ"'ftl~cJ, 
I ~ . 

"'The choice is not only between Richard Nixon, eorge 
tdA f.\CiLw & ~ ~ AQ.-.,II"tt?w-11 &K-~U -

Wallace and Hubert Humphrey.• ~'f;th.;.,l u~ 

~It is between our political philosoohies ... the way \Ale see 

our country and the '~'orld ... the way '~ 'e see our resoonsibilities to 

people? -- Unity based not on fear and repression, 
J = 
of Americans in each other. --

A'Mhich man of these three can keep this economy moving 

forward -- ~ that we can keep growing and meeting the needs of 
F(.#!: 

our people? 



-1!-

kw is the time that America must choose. 

L:. ut of this time of troublj out of this time of 

uncertainty and unease, in this year of rage, America must 

make a clear and resoonsible choice. 

I believe the United States is the greatest country 

in tte world. 

want to build this nation, not tear it dovm. 

~----'ant to unite this people, not divide them. 

L-.1 offer you no easy answers. There are none. 

L.:. ut I make my aooeal to reason, not to oassion. 

L1 ap~eal to hope, ~ot to fear 

J.._J_ choose to speak, 110t stand silent. 

L,_.!nd I ask your help in this election. 

# # # 
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