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PRF.S~ COt1FEP.F'r' .CE 

VICE P'R.ESIDENT FUnERT E. EUMI' J-l :'.F.Y 

Empire Room 
rrralnorf-Astoria 
Few York, New York 
Friday, nctoher 11, 1968 

Good morning, if you really believe it. 
h'e Itave a c oupl e of statements here and then I think Hr. f'he- rman 

has giv 2n you the information, that we will take some questions. 

Yesterday the Republicans in the Se nate refused to pe rmit the vot~ 

on the equal time bill. This hill would have made it possib l e f or 

d~bates to take pla c e on a national t e l evision network. 

~t first g lance this· appears to have d e nied the American public 

a chance for a fac e to face debate amonq the conte nde rs f o r the 

Presidency and the Vice Presidency. Senator ~uskie and I still believe 

that the people have the riqht to hear and see the issue s debated ~y the 

principal ca ndidates. 
~e have, the r e for e , aqr eed tc quarantee ~he cost of the debates. 

I have propo s e d that Mr. nixon and Mr. Wallace b0th appear with me o n t w 

debate s and that Governnr l\gnew and General LeM:ay hcth appear with 

Senato r Muskie in a third debat e . 
We have c ommenced neqotiation with ~ne 2f the ne tworks this mnrnin 

f ') r an hcur o f prime time "'•n 8unday niqht, Octrber 20th, t-Ti th the debat e 

m0n9- Mr. Nix"n, Gr:-vern0r ··7a lla c e a nd mysel 'f. l\nd at the same time , ~.re 

a r 2 asking Democrats, ~epublicans anc independ ents thrnuqh0ut the 

nation t o h e lp pay the C8St for the s e nebates. 

Naturally, we W"Uld h ope that ~r. Nix')n and ~r. Nallace will aqree 

hare sthe c 0st of the dehat2s but if they d~ not, we a re oreoare0 tr pay 

e ntire c 0st with the help '"'f th '"> se 7\..rr.ericc.ns wh'"' wa nt t~ s ee .:_nd hea r t!" 

d iscussinn n f the vita l issues 0f the campciqn. 

~e ds ne t inte nd t n allnw 0ur op ~sitir n t 0 evad e a direct f acet · 

face d iscussi c.- n '"' f the s e issues, jnclud inq such t C~pics a s Vie tnam, the 

race , civil c r der, human rights in Jl..rnerica, the crisis '' f ~ur cities , ?_r 

~ther matters ~ f nati0nal c~ncern. 
~r. Nix~ n wrnte in his h~~k "Six Crise s l' , that, and I qu~te! 

"J " int TV appear a nce s ~ f can~i0~te s a t the ? r e sidentia l l ev e l a r t 

he r e t~ stay, mainly because pe0pl e want thEm a nd the can~io c.te s have a 

r e sps nsibility t~ inf ~ rm the public ~n their views "n the widest p0ssib: 

~ ud i e nce, bef0re the wicest p0ssible a ud ience . 

Now, I ask Hr. Nixnn t "' stand by that st.;.tement ~..rhich is his 

statement in his bn0k. The pe~ple c~ hav e a riqht t 0kn0w and we as 

c a ndidat 2s have a n ':'bliga ti'"'n t c inf'"'rm the .~mericc.n pub lic a s t 0 ~ur 

views 0n these critica lissues, a nd We mean t~ s 2e that the y 0~ know 

bef ~rE casting the ir V'"'tes '"'n t .... v embe r fifth. 

Sena t c:- r 111uskie . 
SENATOR HUSKIE: Tha nk Y""U, ~1r. Vice President. This SUDD"' SeGly 

is a f r rm "f the q~vErnmEnt that r e sts UP"'n the c r ns ent '"'f the qnverne~ 

and it s eems t"' m2 thz. t the r e are b·n r e f'"'rms in '"'Ur system that \A!e nee' 

if We are truly t o have that kind ~f a"vErnment. 

First ~f all, th~ reqistrati~n nf V"'te rs "Uqht nr-t t"' he ~ependen~ 

up"' n the C"mpetiti~n rf P"'litical parties t 0 qet C'Ut and reqist~r the 

V" t e rs friendly t 0 them. I think it ~uqht t'"' he almrst aut~matic that 

a ny l\m2rican wh'"' ma k e s un his min0. 0n e lecti"n ~ay, nnt a m~nth "'r tw~ 

bef"'re, is abl e t~ v~te , anu the sec~n0 p"'int is that in this day whe n -

have qreat C~~municc.ti"nS mc~ ic., it nuryht t~ he a r equirement nf CUSt"m 

if n~t ~f law, that Presicentic.l canc i cat e s c~ nfr~nt Each "ther, and 

t rqether the elEct0rate , in ~rd2r that the 0~v2rnen, wh" must c~nsent, · 

truly undErstano the d iffe r e nce s between them. It s eems t"' me tha t th 

is s r:- e l ementary in a q'"'v e rnment ,..,f this kind that ther e shnulc bE n 

hesitati'"'n "n the part "f any canGi cate t c e nqa1e in this kinG ~ f C"'nfr 

tati~n. 

It is s a ic that Mr. Nix'"'n ~"esn't want t~ ~ebate because he is 

ahead . The 0the r side n f that is that he is a fraic that a ce~ate mi0ht 

C"" St him his l e a d , and this is the r sal clue t~ this issue ~f th~ ~ ehat 

A ma n wh'"' is surE -f himsslf, ~u~e '"'f his ~"'t~ntic.l f~r lea~ ~rship, sur 
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his p~ siti ~n~ ~n issUes, neccl n~~ be ~frai~ , whetherhe is ~head ~r 
behind , and I think the Americah pe~pie ~uqht t~ f~cus ~n the fact that 
he is afraic. that wnat he might Sa y rt 0'"' '"'r be asked in a flehate C"UlO 
cost him his l ead and judqe him accordihrrly. 

I think it is~ very fund~ental _ questi~rt. ! th~uqht '~e hao it 
behind us in the 1960 6atnoairrn. A:rparently Hr• Nii"h recalls th0se 
debates all tn~ weil ahd is n0t interested irt debating arrain. 

Sn, I fully sur~'~ rt the Vice Presinent. I w~uia he deliahtec ~ ' 
by twnc 'lunterparts ~n their tickets in debate and I think the ideal 

f ormat is a three-way debate in which each nf us can h2 testec1 2.rrainst thE 
~ ther twcan~ we can see the wh'~le packa0e in '"'ne nlace. It wnuld be 
gr eat fun, t 0 -:>. 

(Laughter) 
QUESTION: Mr. Vice Pre~ident, c0es y '"'ur statement indicate that if 

you purchase time on the 20th of Oct'"'ber, sh"uld Mr. Nix~n n~t decide 
t o appear with you, that ynu w~ulc q 0 ahead either alnne "r with Mr. 
~allace sh'"'uld he decide t n appear? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY ~ We believe that the ideal f ormat is f~"'r t 
three candidates t 'l appear at the same time as Senatnr Muskie has just 
indicated t 0 y; u and as I have said. All three canr ioa tes in the 
public 'lpini0n polls C '~rnmand a r a ths r substantial nercenta0e ~f the 
vr ters' attenti~ n nr supp'"'rt, a nd we are a skinq that this he a aenuine 
debate am'"'nqst tr.e three princi~al Presidential candidates. 

It seems t c me that that is the least that we sh~uld expect a t a 
time 2f great crisis in '"'Ur C'"'Untry and "f crisis in the W'"'rld. 
S" we are nnw asking f~r what is the ~bvinus fact, that the three 
serious Presidential candidates appear at the same time ~ver the same 
televisinn netwnrk 0r netw"rks befnre the s~e audience tn niscuss their 
r Espective VieWS nn the issues rf the day. 

QUESTION: Hr. Vice Pre~ioent, if Mr. Nix'"'n refuses, will y~u 
debate just Governnr ~allace? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We will C"me t0 that at a late r time. 
<•7e are n0t cr '"' inq t n let T--1r. Nix"'n pick and ch,...,...s e the f~"'rmat ,..,f t h is 
debate. The fact is that he has been in debates bef~re. s~ have I. 
!:inc \'le knrw what they are about. He shruld he ~>~illinq, as has been 
indic~tec here, tr present himself t~ the rublic. If he is not, 
then he will have t~ explain why and then later ~n we ca n talk t ny'"'u 
ab~ut ~ther matters. 

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, are y~u satisfied that this kind ~f 
3.rrangement if Y"U b '")ught the time wnuld m€-e t the FCC r-.ct, the '~<'ederal 
C,...mmunicati'"'ns Requirements as t 0 fairness? In '"'the r w~rcs --

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, I am. 
QUESTION~ -- that the netw '"' rks w~ul~ n~t have t~ q ive time , then 

t~ --
VICE rRESIDENT HUMPHREY: N:t if it is purchased time. There 

ha.ve als: been SUCJOestinns fr'"'m s c-me r,f the publicatirns that they W'"'Ulc'l 
~uy the time at a C'"'nventirn, a t a mutually cnnvenient time f~r the 
participants in s"me large hall '"'r s~me -- like ~-1adis'")n Square Garc1 e n ~r 
the Astr0d0me '"'r S"me place like that where there w~uld be a sp0ns~r ~f 
the debates. I imaqine that the law wruld permit -- I arn nnt an 
expert in these matters but fr0m what we have heard , that if the time is 
~urchased and it is aqreen u~'"'n arn"nqst the participants, ann the time 
is nrt qiven by the ne twr r k but rathe r nurchasec'l time , we can --
we can in a sense C"ntr'!l whr will appear r, n the pr"'rrrarn. 

QUESTION: Are the netw~rks satisfie~ ~n that? 
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Fr~m what I hear, yes. 
QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, y'"'u and Senat "'r ~~uski e 0,...th hco.ve 

said that 0ne reason Hr. Nixnn w~n' t cebate is that he is c>_heac1 • If yr·u 
were ahead , w0uld Y"'U aoree t '"' these debates? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHFFREY: Nell, it is an " iffy" ouesti"'n anc, 
nf c 0urse , it makes it rather easy frr me t'"' answer. Yes, I wrul~ , 
anc I will tell Y"'U why. I have or,ne it a t hrme in my '"'Wn state . In 1954 
fnr example, in 1960, I was ahead substantially in ~nth ~f th~se 
electi~ns ins : far as any o0lls were cnncerned anc'l I ~ ebated several 
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. s sveral times my 0pp'"'nents' several times arc-unc1 t lte sta t e . QUESTION: May I •-
SENATOR MUSKIE : ~1ay I add als f") , Mr. Vice Pr esiG.ent, the 196 4 campaign in Maine , the e l ecti·:m, I wco. s a heacl bl'"' t '"' '"' ne in the p'"' lls an:· I a~reed t ~""~ debat e s with my '"' PP~nents and held them. I be lieve in that a s a matte r 2f principle as d0E S the Vice nre si~ent. QUESTION : Mr. Vice President, Mr. Nixnn has said tha t he W'"'Uldn't want t~ deba te, a debate i ncludino G ~""~vern~r Wallace because it w0uld build Gr.vernor Walla ce up . 

VICE PRESIDENT Hm-1PHREY: I have heard that. QUESTION: Y~unbvi ,....usly don't huy that i dea. VICE '?RESIDENT HUM.I'HREY : I 0'"' n"t. QUESTION: y,,7by? 
VICE :PRESIDENT HUH!?HREY : Because I think G'"'Vern~r t•1allace is a ve~ S2ricus ca ndi date in this carnp.aign. We might just as \'Tell f ac e up t,.... it. I d0ri't like it~ I think that his cand i dacy is nnt ~ ~esirahle devel~pment in American p0litics but it is ther e and I think nne r f the best ways t c exp0s e wha t it is is t'"' have Gcvern~r ~allace and ~r. Nixon and myself on the same pla tf0rm a t the s ame time. Maybe Mr. Nixnn will have an '"'PP'"' rtunity t ~ say what he a pparently thinks about Mr. Walla c e . Un t i ll n~w ~c has been tnuchinq him with ?feather. He might Ve r y well really have t0 fac eup t n the music, f a ce up t n the r ealities, if he is '"' n a debate just as I will be will inq t~ . QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, Sanat~""~r Dirksen saic1 veste r 0ay tha t President J 0hns0n and y0u, th2n a Senator, in 1964 refu s 20 t r help pass l egislatir n that W'"'Uld have made deba tes p'"'S Eible then . Is tha t . ? SC' , S1r . 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I don't knnw, a nd i f s ~ , then it wa s a mistake . 
QUESTION: Mr. Vice President --VICE PRESIDENT HUJI1PHREY: I r eally c~n' t kn '"'W , ~ax. I hec.r d t hat. 
QUESTION: Did you ~"'~pp0 se it a t tha t time ? VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I dC' n0t r ec ,.... llect that I c i o but I just dcn't want t,.... get myself in a pnsitinn nf sayinq ye s ~r n'"' '"' n it until I check the rec~rd . But I wa nt t ~"'~ s a y this, that I have always in my public life been willincr in e.ve ry e lectir- n that I have been in ~s 2 United States Senator in my hr me sta te t 0 e nqaoe in debat e with the ~andidates ,.... f the respective parties. QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, if the -- in terms '"' f the debat e , i f tr. Nixnn will n'"'t de bat e , if G~vern0r Wallace will n~t debat e , hut the l ice Presidential can~idate dEcides t n debate, wnul~ y~u still pr nceed ~ith the debat e s ~f the Vice Pr e sioentia l c a nc i cat es? VICE PRESIDENT HUMPH~EY: I think f ~r myself it w~uld be a ve ry, ~ery inter esting and revealingc iscussi'"'n , but mayhe the Senat'"' r w~uld l ike t~ comment. 

SENATOR MUSKIE : I wnuld be cleliqhted t r: . I n ~"'~ tice that '"'nee :he man he describes -- describe~ as his b~ss apparently decidP~ ~ -~ t · re t inv~lved in debate s that my '"'pp~nents, Hr. Aqnew, decicee t ~ a ttack .1e. I remember kids like this when I '"as ynunq . T~hen t :1ey ca n qet J ~hind a safe tree the y were ve ry agqressive but whe n the y nac n '"' cha nce ::> f having t ; c0nfr r:mt the subject ~ f their atta ck , this s eems t '"' he ~"r. ''r:.1ew' s pc:-sture a t this p,...·int. 
QUESTION: Hr. Vice Pr e sident, d~ y,... u reoard the r.eh.at e s as ,ssentia l t c y2ur winning the electi~n? VICE PRESIDENT HUHt'HREY: I rea a r c. the debat e s as e ssential f .-. r keeney, integrity in .1\..rne rican p,...·litics, a n·.: alsn a s e sse ntia l f '"' r an nt~lliaent c iscussi; n of the issues. Le t's f ac e it. If a ll three .-. f !S sta nc1 ~n the same platf '"' rm a t the same time , t a lkinq t~ the s ame tudi ence , y" u a r e inevitably mnre c a r e ful. Y'"' U a re inevitably, think, bEtter infnrme-.1 and y2u a r e m":'' r e shar n in y'"'ur C. iscussi" n. nstead o f it bcc,....minq a n '"'CCasinn with a circus at mn s pher e , it bec r.rne s .n ~ccasi~n ,...f seri~us th'"' uqht, ~ f cr~es exam~nati.-.n, rebutta l. I hink it just make s s e nse . 

I f e- r the life rf me , c an't uncersta nd why anyh"0y is even ara uin0 
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~b~utit. Itma ke s ~11 the sense: in the w~rlc 
QUESTION : Mr. Vice ~resicent, ~0 y~u think it wnuld he he l nful i f 

w e had s nme qener~l pr e s s c~nference s with nnen questinnin~ ~n eve ry 
sub j ect? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHT?EY ~ "t-~Te ll, fr'"'m time tC~ ti!11e we have ~a~ 
tha t, ~1r. 7'"' ll enh'"' ff, .=.nd we will h~ve mnre ,... f it a s we qn ~l '"' nq . 

QUESTION : C~n we have ~ ne here r a ther quickly? 
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY ~ Nnt this m0rninrr, if Y'"'U r nn't minci . I 

think we woulo like t ,.., keep nn this ~articular t~pic but I have had s nme 
~nd I will have s ,..,me m'"'re , ~nd b0th S en~tcr 1uskie ~nd myse lf anpe?-r 
r e c..dily c..nd '"' ft e n 0n "Face The Nati ':') n " , "Issue s a nd Answers '' , " ~'leet t he 
Pr e ss". Mr. Nix~n ha s ye t t n appear .since 1967. 

If y "'u \'lant a g:"'lrd pr e ss c 0nference , why rh n 't Y" U qet a fre sh 
~ne thc..t hasn't been exn~sed f "' r a i "' nq , l ,... nq, l " nn time. Rut we a r e 
perfectly willing t o d~ it. We a r e kind 0 f nl d hat ~t it. 

I will gua rantee t h ,::_t Y"U '"i l l have '"'n 2 2. ~ ""' nq the r " ute. In 
f act, I W"Uld be ve r y ~le~s s~ t o ~0 it b~t this mnrninq we w~uld like ~ ~ 

t ':' s ~rt c f stick 0n this, but I ~ssure Y" U, I give ynu ~ pnsitive 
a ssura nce that if Y" U w~nt ~ress c -:> nf e r e nce s ynu will qet th e::-1 r '= c.c' ily. 

QUESTION : Mr. Vice Pr e sident, C" Uld Y"~ tell us a~" Ut ynur pre s . 
illness? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: I h~ve a st..,ma c h ::.c he . I !iao a little 
st~mach flu last night. I fe e l fine this mor nina except I f e e l a little 
we~k. Eve r h~d a stom~ch flu? Yes, sir, it is kin~ of miser~ble . 

QUESTION : rc1r. Vice Presi~ent, with 0:neninq and cl ...... sinr.r sta t e 
ments, do ynu think the one h~ur f e r the three men W'"'Ulo r e a lly aet 
Ve ry f a r? . ~nuld tha t be much nf a C c~ate? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHl<EY: T~Tell, it maybe w0uldn' t ~e a s MUCh as 
Y" U w~uld like but I think it is a bnut a s much a s the auc i e nce will t ake 
a nd if it isn't, why , we c an do mnr e . I ~~n't want just ~ne as we have 
indica t e2 , and We h~ve suggested three , wnrkin0 them nut t 0 mutua l 
s a tisfacti '"'n. 

QUESTION : ~1r. Vice Pr e sident, in 1960 I be liev e ynu wer e tryina 
t 0 ge t a debat e with Senat" r Kennedy in the r~•est Virtinia nrimar y . ~ttr . 

O' Brie n, yC)ur pr e sent ccmpai~n m~naqer, "'n the nther side , a t th~t 

time ~pparently \'las not in fav r:> r o f deba t e s. 
VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: Ne ha0. nne in f•1est Vir0 inia . T,·7e had one 

indeed . 
QUESTION : But afte r c0nsidera b l e ~el ~y . 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Th ~t is rirrht hut we had 0ne . I r emember 
it a ll t~ ~ we ll. 

{Lauqhter) 
QUESTION: Mr. Vice Pr Esident, you have heen p l ead ina P"Ve r tu 

s '"~me '"' f y~ur r e c ent speeche s. Dr:> es y~ur willing ne ss t c- oa~r ~ ~ _. 1_! : 1. "' 

time means that y"'u ha ve S '"' 1 ved y ->ur f inanci~l or'"~b l err. i n th2 C C!.!<ln ~ ~ 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: It me~ns I think t~ere ar e ~ 0re~t 

number '"~ f Ame rican pe npl e that ~re perfectly ~-.ri l l inrr t 0::~.y uo ::oncl. help 
us with this. I dnn't think the r e is anyc 0ut t ~h~ ut it. I think if we 
put a n appeal out nn this, as we will, mnney will c0rn~ i n t ,.., t ake 

c a r e nf it. 
QUESTION : Y'"~ U mean the rnr ne v isn ' t th~re n0w? 
VICE PRESIDENT HUHPJ-I'RE Y: He ~:.fill find it. f•le will f ine it. He 

ask~d the last time ~n ~ur n~ti~n~l br nac c c.st f nr s~me heln . We q0 t 
~great ceal nf he l n in sma ll c n.ntri uti '"~ns. It c ame thr'"~ugh in haqfuls . 
I o"n't think ther e is a ny ~0ubt a t a ll. I expect y '"' u a t least t r q ive 
$10. I will go a r '"' und ha r e a nd we ""' Uqht t~ be able t 0 pick un ~ 
$1000 ~ut '"~ f this crnwd . 

QUESTION: H~w much will it t a ke? .. 
VICE nRESIDEN~ HUMPHREY ~ I d"n't kn~w. 
QUESTION ~ D ~ Y" U have any c~rnmercial s pnns" rs linec up , ~r . 

Vice I' resic~ent? 

VI CE PREStDENT HU!,1PH:O.BY: N" . The t'-! e ~·7 y .- rk Ti me s inc1_ i o:;P.t.e~ its 
:i ~~ !:e r 2 !:} 1: i.:: ,1 ~ ·: ~:.~;· s '"'i.~ t-2~ .:~ -· : .H 

'J~I l .:!r iJ: ,= · 'J ;.)'~·~·· v ~":'t.TJ.:~":i"! ~ 

., ·· .! ~ 

·'- --
:.-.-...: 
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APPEARANCE OF VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY ON THE 
TODAY SHOT~J 

Frid~y, Oc~:ober 11, 1968 

MR. DO~ms: How do you f~el this mornin~, Mr. Vic s -Pre siC.ent? 
you t~id a arou~ l as t night you h~d a sliqht stomach a chs . 

V!CE-PP~SIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, a fte r hearincr what you just 
said, 1 don 't know if I f esl a~y better at a ll. I n f act I ha vs a 
littl7. t ouch "J f stomach flu. But I am q oing to surviv~. 

~-m. DOWNS : You ar~. i n crood shan~, thouah . 
VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yf;s. This politicking is not e xa ctly 

th<?. way to take ca r -e. of your hsalth. You come out .of thc;:;, ss me..e-.tings 
at n i qht v~ry warm, ~ersnirincr, and you go outdoors in thB cold air· 
and you get littl ~ sle~n. k~d once in a whils som~thing hits you. 
But I think I will be alri~ht. 

MR. DOvms : Y~u said about two weeks aao , Mr. Humphrey -- you a r e 
quoted ts s ayinq if t he; e: l~c~ions we r e he ld then , that you W::luld loss . 
Now do you think that has changed now, or do you still f e::::.l that 
way tocav? 

vic ~. -PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We ll, I think w-==:. hav.e. picked up a 
gr ::.at C'Sa l. Ws. wer·~ cons i der ably behind. T~sre is no use. pr~tendinq 
that w=. w:;r ::::. not. But our indica~ions a r e that w~. havs rrain~.d a 
qood d-ea l of momentum. Th'?. pollinc; that we. :r_avc.. b..:>..en abl -=o to do 
i n th~ North::: ?.st in particula r h.sr~. , from Maine and ~assachus c.tts, 

Conn~c~icut, R~-:>ds Islanr , N ~~w York, Nc,w .T~rs .:..y, wh~.r ""' the..r ""' a r E. 
l~r'"T <?. ~opulation ce.nte>:rs, W?. a r :<>. on the. plus side.. Now, i n th·~. 

Midwe st we don't do vs ry We ll, I reqr~=,t to say. I would hor->e \>le 

would do bettc.-.r be>:causs I 3.!'11 from th:;. Hidwo.st. I do a lri0ht i n my 
h:>m~ s:.at~. of Minnss ota , I e..m ., l sased to t os ll vou. w~ have som~ 

' I 

or:>bl ~ms in the Stat~ of Illinois , but w~ think that w~ can ovs rc-:>me 
t hos.;, and i n the, Sta t "': of C3.lifornia . 

s., w~ still hav~. thre ·~ - and-~.-half w;;eks to cr o, Hugh , and i n 
those thres-and-a-ha lf weeks, with mom~.ntum I be lieve we c an make it. 

MR. DOWNS : You aooarently f eel t.h3. t. ths more e.irinq of t hs 
issues the batt~r it would be for you-. 

~ow, th~ Sanat e has kill~d t he bill tha t woulG a llow t hs free 
t"'"-. l ~visi:m d~.bat 7. . But I UJld>Srste.nd that you and Sanat-;>r Muskis 
have ~ nsw cha ll-2ncre to Mr. Nixon to lure him i n)'o debating and 
~ ossibly a line-up of sponsors to get a round that problem. Wh~t 

is tb. olan -- can y"Ju t s ll us? 
VICE-PRESIDENT HU~WHREY: Wsll, We a r s supnossd to have a 

o r ::.ss con f e r sncs -:>n that this morninC"T, Huqh/ 
I t is my vie..w tha t the l'.ms rican public is ·-=>.ntitl?.d to list?.n to 

tt .::. vi sws of th"'. r c sn-=.ctive candidat~s. In this instanc ~ t h.sr ?. a r 7. 
thr~~- of us -- Mr. Nallace , Hr. Nixon and my s-=-.lf. t-7hs.n WE. cr o 
s;?arate ly, by ' urs~ lv~s, to our own sort of se l~cte>:d audiences, I 
do not think the.. nublic crsts as q-:>od an aoora isa l of what a 
c andi dat e stands for ar-d what he neans and w~at his th-:>ughts rea lly 
ar e . I hae a lways f s lt that it would b~ hette:r i¥ w~ could have th~ 

three cannida t es sid~ by sid~, in old-fa shioned Lincoln-D-:>u0l as type: 
debate, whe r e y ou each haw" your opportunity to sta t e. your c ass, 
wh·"-.r <:. you hav~ an opnortrmity for cross-e xamination, and whc r "". you 
have a modcrat':>r that ca~ accept th~ qus stions from an audi ence. 

It just s~ems to me tha t that is f a ir. 
And I c an' t understand for th'S life of me why anybody would b-e 

af.r~id t~ do it, and whv ryeoo l s wouldn't want to do it. 
There is so much circus a tmospher e around n olitics these days , 

and it is so costly, that if y ou get a chance for fre-e t e l e vis ion 
on th~ networks , whe r ?. t hs n6tworks a r e willin0 t~ do it , it s esms 
to me tr_at ws :;,ugh~ to r eadily 3-Cce:pt it. 

Now, th~. S --::.nat~. turned tha t down. As y;)U know, the min':l rity 
l eader, fr~nkly, s a i d t hat th~ Renublicans we r s n~t qo ing to ~urn uo 
for a quorum. And you ca~'t d~ busin~ss without a quorum. It is 
~11 in th~. neMs today - -what r eally ~rans>Jirsd . 

In othsr w~rds, it is nerf~ctly a lright for Senators t o 
dabat 6 i n th..=. Se,n a t e: , but i t is not a lrirrht for t hs candidat~s for ths 
hicrhest office i n this l and to debat7. be,fore the public. I think 
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th=tt is an ind.;f.~nsible ryosH:i~n~ 
MR. DOWNS: Yo·u think this refie,cts Mr. Nixon's disi~cli!:~t.i~:l 

to g~t involv~d i n a d~b~te~ 
VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: H-ell, I think Mr. Nixon feels tha t 

hs is ahsad f -- why should h~ debate, But m~yh I s3y wi~h e qua l 
candor tha t w.e ::>W€- somethincr to th~. oUblic. vle. have s -erious iss ues 
toda y tha t a ffe ct us -- th<;;-. whol~ sUbi ~.ct of a rms control, th·~ 
subj'?.:Ct af rae~ r ·::: l a ti'jns in ~he-. Unite d Sta tes, th~. subj-sct of 
Vi ::-.tnam, th7. subj ~.ct of fiscal policy, ou::::- 7.conomy, th~ subject of our 

. citi<>-.s --w~at a r r::. our vi ~ws. I think th~t the, Arnc:.rican paople w~uld 
lik~ to know. I think th'Sy woUld likE': to know how do w·~ look a t th~ 
issu~ of l~w and order, which is t a lks d about a ll th~ time. What 
a r e Mr. \~allace 's views, . wr.~t a re Mr. Nixon's vi .!>:ws, what a re: mine . 
What do ws intend to do about it. 

Now, We cre:n~rally qet out and give these biq street r a llie s 
and whoop it up for about fifteen , twenty, twsnty-fiv.e minutes and 
th7n the '=>Ublic goes a way. I don't think tha t is rea lly the wa y you 
s duc3.t s tha public. It .is a part of the mornsntum of the c ampe..iqn. 
It is a part of th$ atrnosph~re . 

But th<?-. dialogue is wha t is important. 
MR. DOWNS: You know, on the subject of Vi~tnam, the r e have been 

r~?.norts tha t the he:cklincr tha t a ll ·of the c andida t es suff-er from, 
th-s hs ckling in your a udis nces h2.s diminish7.d somswhat a fter your 
for'7.icrn policy sp.eech. Do you think you mir:rht have crain=-.d wid~Sr 
support h~~ you se..rlis r broached this subject and tak~n th~t stand 
on th2. b:Jmbinq? 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : I miqht he..VE. , yes . I ~:r..ink ths 
yoQ~~ '='~~nle, though, Hug h, a r e cominq to us. I was in Boston :r..sr?. 
ths other day, and vou kn~w th~re~are a lara~ number of univ~rsiti~s 
and c~llsqes in th~ Bost~n-C~mbridg~ ar;~ , and th~y ws r 8 simply 
wonderful, thE'. youn'1 p s opls wsr~ . Th.::.y w~it.sd for ms f~r a coupl~ 
~f hours. I had t\'1-:J or thre~. oth=-. r rns~tincrs. An~ th=.r o. w~.r~ youncr 
n2.ople t at h ad supnorts d S.=;.n a t:::>r Ksnnsdy and S -~ne..t-Jr McCa rthy and 
myself. And we ar~ crettin~ the m hy th ~ thousands a ll aroun~ ths 
cou..lltry. And we hav~ a oroaram of a million young peopl~. working 
on th?. l ast week of this e lection, aoino door to door. Now , this is 
what wr:-. c a ll th.~ Stud~nt Coa liti:::>n, representing the diffe r ent force s 
th<::.r -; we r e r p ior to th~ convention. 

And a s I ha ve s a id, ths ons thincr that I am going to d~ if 
e l s ct2.d Presidsnt, I a m croing to ma ke it my business to se~ th~t 
youn~ ry.;o'=>le he..ve ~ chanc ~ to be hsard, tha t sorn~one is th~rs in 
tha t ~'lhite Hous "" , n -~ely myse lf, t"h~ is willing to listen to them, 
to try to unde rstand ths m, not always to a0rs~ with th~m, not 
nGcsssarily to a cc<:;p t ~:V?.ry nroryosal -- but that ths y f ee l want-"'.d , 
tha t th"".Y feel th0:y c an o-;:;.rform, and t:r..at th.sy c an particinat~, and 
tha t th?.y c an hav~ something to say about th?.ir country. 

I h3.V~ been meetincr with young peo":')le individ ua llv and in small 
groups , and I finn that what the y rea lly ·t;.-.'C..Ttt is just som~tbody 
that will listen. 

MISS WALTERS : Mr. Vice-President, you said that you a r e a oincr 
to try, as I unde rstand it, to find some wa yh to lure Mr. Nixon and 
Mr. Wallace into a debat~ . Can you t e ll us b~for?. your prsss 
confe rsnce, since. it is a vs ry short time from now, wha tthat . p l an 
is. 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Wsll 1 let me say tha t w-=-. want to have, 
first of .a ll, a debat e in which thf? thr~e. c andida t es ouqht to apnE>.ar. 
N~w, why do I say th "". thre.e? lv-2. h3v~ t~ f a c ,::., u~ to th<=>. f a ct tha t 
Mr. Wallace docs h~ve ~ aon~eci3ble part of the slE.ctorate supDorting 
him. I think this is Ve ry unfortunat~ , I think it is unhsalthy. But 
it is 3 f a ct. An0. I thir-k thc r s fore that hs sho ulc bs involv~d i n 
th.7. deb=.te. Th~re is wh:-:;r <;:; Mr. Nixon ryarts c :n!\nany with rna. Hs 
says h =-. do~sn' t want to d e.hats Mr. t-1allac~. H·-s ll, maybe I don 1 t , 
e ith-=>:r . But ths fact of th".:. matt~. :::- is that th~ ;_::mblic has a right 
to know wha t he thinks as compar~d to Mr. Nixon and mys~lf. 

Now, if l/17:. can 1 t g-et the three.. m8n i n de-bate, ws ma y havE; to try 
to pr~':)ose soms oth-:;.r things. W~; c an hav·~. :.>ri ve.te s,...,onsors, r..ope.fully. 
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~"1 <;,. ha v <; got s o.vs r a l thinqs tha t we. a r :-=- croing to do, Ba rba r a . 

MISS WALTERS: The Ne w Y~rk Tim$ s suqnasts tha t it ~ight be 

ryossible f':lr ths news'"lc.p~.rs to r sn.t e. ~=~11, ::o:= =x~r:tr'l ~, 1 c:.~c. ~ ::v -?: t!:. ~. 

t h r "'-.-s ':lf you th"'"·.r s , and psrhaps h e.v s TV c emeras th ·"r s . 
VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: EXC >::. llent in~'>.a . I am a ll for it. 

I think I r 7.ad som:ethinc :tbout tt:e.t this morning -- wher~ t!:<:..y r snt 

Madison Squa r e Gc.r n '"-.n or th~, Astrod~ms , or on,:;-. of thes.:;. l a r as !) l a c ;:;s . 

I think tha t would b~ an ~xc~ll~nt thina to co . 
MISS WALTERS: Y-ou think Mx. Nixon would c ons·=;nt to s om"".thincr 

liks. that? 
VICE-PRESIDENT HUr.iPHREY: I don't know. I hop s h ~. would. I 

C.on 't know wl'.y h e. sh-:r sho ulr.n't . If hJS has a c a se,, h =-. should be.. 

willinrr to sta t .::;. it. Actu=: lly it might bs e. little.. bit more difficult 

for me , bc.c a use th<?. Administra tion is i n ryows r a."'"ld I would obviously 

b-.:>: th,::. p -~rs on tha t i s mtd~r c~nsid2.rahl.e a tta ck. But I am p r 7.?Jared, 

f'Jr -sxamryl ~. , to ask some questions. I notice th?. "'- COn"Jmic e.dvisor 

of Mr. Nixon this ~orninq s a i d tha t his e conomics wouln toler~t~ a 

littl ~ l a rqe r un~mployrn~nt than mine . I would liks to ask some 

que stions about tha t. I w~uld lik s to ask some questions why h~ doe s 

not sup~ort ths r atification of ths trsaty to stop th2. spread of 

nuclsar wean:ms . I h a v ·"'- a f e w qu:estions I would. lik:2 to ask. And I 

t hin k tha t if he h as answs rs, tha t he ha s nothing to los~ . If hs 

do.esn't ha ve answ-3rs, h~. h~s som:et h i ng t o los ~ . 

MR . DOWNS : ~tr. Vic~-Pr~sid~nt, in c onnection with the timincr, 

m~st ~f th~ n~ti on will b~ s~~i~a this in tims z~nes t hat will put 

it a ft·'2;r t !:.c-. 8:30 1;;~d lin~ . s~ i f th"'.!.S i s anything y~u want t~ 

say ~b :>ut i t , y~u won't h~ br.s~c'::ing t h 7. lin"' . . 
VICE-PRESIDENT HTJr1PHREY. ~ N=. ll , w!'.et w~. a r e r 7..ally nr.onosing 

in ths b~.ginning i s -::: thr~.-=. -m ::..!'~ d=::bate-. l~nd it i s my- view tha t tha t 

could b -=. divids d up t r .::-"".::·. \vays , tr:~ c~sts "Jf it col.!ld bs divided up 

thres ways. If tha t i s n~t n~ssib l6 , -h~n ws think w~ c~ul~ 

get mon~y from ths gen~ra l p ub lic. I m~an I think that you w~uld 

c:mtribut?: t~n dollars, and Ba rba r a y ou migt:.t contrihut~ five · ?r t en. 

MR. DOWNS : T:::.at might h"'-. e. gr ·.:::at t en dollar sl":.o\-1 t:J we.tch. 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I d:m't think ths r s i s a"ly d~ubt 

but what ths Arnc ric.an p 2 .• :mle WJuld s ay this is wha t w-::.. havs b~.en 

l~~kin<"' for -- it will clean up '"lolitics , it will me.k·=:: it much mor-=. 

r~.soonsible.. and r o-.sp~nsi ve . 
YJU know, whs n you sit a longsids of a~othsr man wr..o is ~f oppo

site -- who r .=-.p r-ss-snts an opoositi-:m p e.rty , y::m just a r s a 
little more c.a~~ful what y-::>u s ay. It i s just inevitab l .s . It is 

v~ry h ard, e.s th~y say, to dislike a p s rson th~t you h a vs r sally 

m~t. And it is vs ry difficult to b~ too flamboy~nt, filled with 

too much !)Olitical exagq~ration in th8 p r ese::.n c e of th '-'. mc.n that might 

b ~ ab l s to r ep ly to you. 
MR. oovms: You thin k more r eality --
VICE-P RESIDENT HUMPHREY: I thin k much mors r eality come s out 

of it. 
MR. DOWNS: W~ will be back i n just a moment with Vice -Prs sidsnt 

Humphr ey. Rinht now, this is Toda y on NBC. 

MR. Dmms : Vic~-Pr~si -1 c:.nt Humohr~y has s a id tha t hs would be 

willing and enxi ous to d e ba t e on ths sam~ ts l~vision pr~<"'ram with 

Mr. Wa lla c ;;; and Mr. Nixon. 
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N:;w, i n c~tmsction \-lith th?. possible outC";>m?: of th~. e lscti ~n, 
Mr. Vic ::>; -Prs sidsnt, Govern~r Wa lle.ce' s qrowing strength in s c.v.c r a l 
stat :;:.s could c:mceiv~bly throw th -"'. 1968 si~ction into th·~ House of 
Reor€:s .;ontativs s. That is, f'Jr th~. Pr-;sidency. And a s ws know, 
a Pr·~.sidentia l candidat e n "'-.cds m~rc-. th2-n a p ':)ssib1~. plura lity in orde r 
to win th~ e l~ction; hs ha s to g~t a clsar ma jority of ths e l e ctoral 
college . 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Y~s. 

MR. DOWNS: So if Mr. Nixon should win a plura lity of the pooular 
vots but lacked a clear ma jority of ths :e l ectora l colls gs , would 
y~u urg7. your sun~ortsrs in tha t ca se in th ?. Hous~ to ba ck Mr. Nixon 
on th~ basis of th~t plur3.lity '1-nd r,>r~vent a thrc,e-way fight if it 
wouldn't ns c3ssarily r e flect what th'"::: public app~ar.sd to want? 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPF.HEY = We ll, I f es l tha t I woulc'1. have to 
qivs i~. some v~ry s ~rious thought to that, b~causs wha t you minht 
h~ve , for s xamr,> l e , ar~ vs ry laroe olura litie s in ce rtain sma ll stat~s 

~hat w~uld add up to a lar0~ fiqure , but would not r e ally r e fl ect some 
of the grav~. problems tha t e xist in a state lik:e N:~w York, for 
'?.xample. 

MR. DOvJNS: Y':IU would h 3.v~ to consider a breakdown, then. 
VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I would rea lly bs lie v.-:; s-:- -- e ven 

thouqht I am -prone to aqree tha t if you ge t a majority, or if you get 
the l a rgest vot ~ that that is the p~rson tha t ought to bs -- ounht 
t~ b ~ the nomine~ . I woul~ not l ~t any attitud~ of min~ ~recinitat~ 
a constitutiona l crisis, l~t me put it that w~y, s~ that ths r s wouln 
bs a d~. l a.y in the s ::, l s ction of a Pr·s sicl.cnt. I think t~o much of our 
country to ps rmi'!: any kL'ld ~f s -e.lfis '1 a ttitude of mins t~ p.-srmit that. 

MR. DOrms ~ If ths p ~sitions W":r~ rsv~rs .~.d, would you cars t.o 
sn~cula~s ~n Mr. Nix~n's nrobabl e outlook on it. 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I don't know. I r eally don't. And 
I would hope he would f eel th .:, s e.me way. We both r epresent th~ 

ma jor '?'litica l narti :<?.s. I think WE; ha ve a s.,.,sci ~l obligation, b-:lth 
of us. 

MR. DOWNS: On the. posi t ion that you took in tha t forEdan policy 
snssch, wh~ra y~u s 3id y ou would stop ths b~mbing, what exactly 
is Y=" Ur p :1sition now on the b ombinq of North Vie tnc.m? 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUl11?HREY: t'J..::-. 11, I s a id that I would st-:>p ths 
b -:>mbina of North Vis tnam, anC. tha t I would r s ga rd this as an 
acc 2.ptabls risk. You must r ememb ::-.r -:>ur pla tform s ;;:.id tha t WE. ought 
to take risks for th~ quest of p ~ac c . 

I did s ay a lso tha t be fore t akinq this c.ction, thc.t I woulr1 
look very closs ly a t ths c Vidsnce , di=s ct or indirsct, by daed or 
wo r·~, of ths Communists' willingn~ss t:> r e st:>re what ws 'c a ll th·!'.. 
d·2!nilita rized z:>ns:>. : A..llc t~·?.n I would r ::-s s rw;; tho. right, if ths 
North Vi .:o.tnams s -:; did . not barga in in good f a ith, t o;, r s su.me ths bombing. 

Now, the s mphasis is upon stopninq the bombi~q. 
I w::mld like?. t::> ss~ tha t b ~ fore doing so, that th =-. r s was some 

indication , some evid~ncs that in doinq tha t it would l~ad to 
substantiv~ neaotia tions, and that th~ d~militariz sd z~m~. could 
bs r s sotr.ed. 

Now, wny did I s ~ lect th ?: dsmilita.rized zone ? Bs caus ; it 
msans that the Communists don't ha ve to give up anything. It means 
that North Vi?.tnam dos sn 't ha ve t~ give up anything . It is not a 
~art of the ir territ~ry. And it was not violatsd for a long pe riod 
of tims in this war. It ha s only been within the l =:st y·:::.ar =>r S:l. 

S:l this is the m'st r~adily suscBptible a r 6a for some kind of 
adiustmo:.nt. 
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MR. DOWNS ! In view ~ f your c.nnouncs msnt thr-:.rt, W'J Uld YQU 
hav:;: h::;-.-?.n mor~ comfortab l~ ha("1. th~. min~rity r r-:.?ort on Vis t nam b-~sn 
adont sd in ths pla~form at th~ convention? 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, I ~on 't think so . I think ths 
ma jority ~sport provide s gr~at flexibility. And if you look a t i~ 
ve ry car e fully, both the ma j ority and th~ minority, th~ diff~r~ncss 
a r e not as s~arp as th<?:y s s emed to h :::. c. t t h"'o tims of ths f s vs rish 
dsl)ats that we ws r P. g oinq throuqh . But I thi nk the. ma jority n l ank 
sta~ss --th~ fir s t thin0 it say s --who~ver i s th~ nsxt Pre si0snt 
must bs willing to t ake ris ks for p~ace , just as h~ must b~ willing 
to t ak a ris ks on the battlafial~. 

~~. DOWNS : Thank you, Mr. Humnhrs y. 
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AUDIO VIDEO 

HUGH: OPEN ON HUGH. 

Election Day is less than four weeks away, but 

some of the national polls are already predicting 

that the next President of the United States may 

be Richard M. Nixon. According to their surveys, 

Mr. Nixon has been steadily widening his lead 

over his Democratic opponent, Vice President 

Hubert H. Humphrey. The Vice President is here 

on his second visit to New York City and we are 

pleased that he is with us this morning. 

(more) 

WIDEN TO INCLUDE 
GUEST. 
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1. Mr. Vice President, about two weeks ago you were quoted as saying 
that if the elections were held then you would lose. Do you still 
feel that way today? 

2. Throughout this campaign you have urged legislation to permit 
television debates with your opponents. Now that the House has 
finally passed the bill that will pave the way for televised 
debates, do you feel that a series of television confrontations 
with Richard Nixon and Governor Wallace could be the turning point 
in your uphill fight for the Presidency? 

3. Have you received any indication from Mr. Nixon or Governor Wallace 
of a possible date for the first television debate? 

4. Governor George Wallace's growing strength in several states could 
conceivably throw the 1968 election into the House of Representatives 
A presidential candidate needs more than a popular plurality to win 
the election. He must also gain a clear majority in the Electoral 
College. If Mr. Nixon should win a plurality of the popular vote 
but lacked a clear majority of the Electoral College, will you urge 
your supporters in the House to back Mr. Nixon and prevent a 
three -way fight? 

5. If. the positions were reversed, would you care to speculate on Mr. 
Nixon's actions? 

6. Mr. Nixon hinted in Washington this week that a Nixon Administration 
might be able to agree to peace terms that the Johnson Administration 
could not accept now. This statement took on an added significance 
becau.se Mr. Nixon made it in the context of what happened during the 
Presidential Race of 1952 when General Eisenhower did not indicate 
exactly how he would end the Korean War. Do you share Mr. Nixon's 
analogy between the two campaigns? 

7. In response to your major foreign policy speech televised last week, 
which was interpreted by some that you had adopted a more independent 
stand on the conduct of the War in Vietnam, Mr. Nixon said that you 
were endangering the prospect for a settlement in Paris by breaking 
with the President, whose war policies Mr. Nixon supports. He also 
implied that you were allowing Hanoi to think that it might get a 
better deal from you. Do you have a reply to Mr. Nixon's charges? 

8. There have been reports that the heckling in your audiences has 
diminished somewhat after your foreign policy speech. Do you think 
you may have gained a much wider support if you had taken this 
stand earlier during this campaign? 

9. Do you expect President Johnson to campaign actively on your behalf 
during the remaining days of this Presidential Race? 

10. You have often compared this campaign with that of President Harry 
S. Truman's 1948 campaign. In 1948, President Truman lashed out at 
the do-nothing 80th Congress. What do you consider to be the major 
targets of your campaign? 

(END) 

GW 
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