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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPSREY PLEDGES TO GIVE FARM WORKERS RIGHT TO COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING 

East Los Angeles, Calif . , October 23 - - Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 

today renewed his pledge to give farm workers the right to bargain collectively. 

Speaking at a rally of Mexican Americans, Humphrey declared that "it is only 

right for the farm workers of America to organize and bargain collectively to 

secure their legitimate rights as workers in our free economy . " He sai d that it is 

up to the federal government to guarantee farm workers that right . Al luding to 

the current California grape strike, he said "there is no reason for boycott 

except that every other recourse is foreclosed to the farm workers." 

Humphrey cited statistics showing that, among other things , unemployment among 

Hexican Americans is three times higher than among Anglos and that for ew~ry 350 

students in California ' s state universit i es there i s only one Mexican American 

student . He promised that, as President, he would correct these inequities, say-

i ug "I will stand with you every day of my Presidency just as I always have." 

He asked his listeners to "stand with me now," emphasizing that California 

"may very well decide who is President for t he next four ·years. " 

The text of Vice President Humphrey's remarks is attached • 

. . • more 



REMARKS OF VI CE PRES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMP HREY 
VI VA HUMPHREY RALLY 
EAST LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 
OCTOBER 23 , 1968 For Release: Thursday AMs 

Oct ober 24 , 1968 

I'm here to ask you to vote .. -and to vo te for Huber t Hump hrey and Ed Muskie . 

There ' s a lot we have to do together . We know the issues-- the injustices that 

have to be corrected ••• the wrongs that have t o be righted . 

It ' s not r i ght when Mexican-American unemp l oyment is three t imes the rate for 

Angl os . 

I t ' s not r i ght when over half the youngsters in East Los Angeles High Schools 

have to drop out •• • to waste their precious potential and the i r lives . 

I t ' s not right ~.;hen there is one Mexiean-American student for every 350 students 

i n Cal iforni a's gieat state university system . 

It 1s not right when a man risks his life for his country in the armed forces 

and then can ' t get a decent j ob or a decent place to l ive when he comes home. 

It ' s not right when a chi ld is l eft unattended and is run over by a trac t or 

or drowned in an irrigation ditch because his mother and father are worki ng for 

starvat i on wageso 

No~ it ' s not right. But t hese things happen every day in America and they 

hurt all of us . 

You and I are going to do something about i t starting J anuary 20 , 1969 . 

It is only right for ~very chi ld to get e fair chance to develop his full 

potential from pre~school as far as his ability will carry him. 

It is only right for the farm workers of America to organize and bargain 

collectivel y-- to secure their legitimate rights as workers in our free economy. 

There's a grape strike going on in California t oday, and I want to te l l you 

again where I stand: I say tothe growers and grape industry affected by the dispute 

that if you would just follow the spi r i t of collective bargaining •• • sit down with 

the union and begin negotiat i ons ••• the boycott would be over tomorrowo 

There is no reason for the boycott except that every ~ther recourse is fore-

closed to the farm workers . Bargin or boycott- - that is the choi ce . 

And if the Federal government guaranteed agricultural workers the right to 

bargain collectively , they wouldn ' t have to boycott. 

When I am President, I i ntend to see the farm workers get this right. 

I give you my pledge . 

Mr. Nixon doesn ' t understand thiso •• but it ' s about t ime he learned . 

Last summer I visited Cesar Chavez here in Los Angel es : 

He tol d me this proud and simple American truth: "We want no special favors --

' merely the chance to build a union so the members can help themselves ." 

• • • more 



PAGE TWO 

An opportunity • • oa chance to help yourself. o .justice. ~ .these are the rights 

we 're talking about. 

And those are the rights at stake in this e l ection . 

Every person who cherishes those rights had better wake up--get moving--and 

bring this message to every person he meets be tween now and November 5. 

Ca lifornia may very well decide who is Presi dent for the next four years o 

I will stand with you every day of my Presidency-- just as I always have . 

I a sk you to stand with me now. 

Toge ther we can win this e lection •• oand do what is right . 

For a ll the people . 
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VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

RALLY 

EAST LOS ANGELES, CALl FORNI 
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Hubert Humphrey and Ed Muskie. 

There's a lot we have to do together. We know the 

issues -- the i nju sti ces that have to be corrected . . . the 

wrongs that have to be righted. 
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~'s not right when Mexican-American unemployment 

is three times the rate for Anglos. - ' ,_, _. 
4's not right when ~r half the you ngs!;rs in 

East Los Angeles high schools have to drop out ... to waste 

their preciotu' s potential and their lives. 

"-._It's not right when there is one Mexican-American 

student for every 350 students in California's great state 
~ . 

university system. 

I It's not right when a child is left unattended and is 1'-\. ~ ,.. ~ '- ,.., ::ua:r=z .-

run over by a tractor or drowned in an irrigation ditch 

because his mother and father are working for starvation 

wages. 

lJlo. it's not right\ But these things happen every day 
~ 

in America and they hurt all of us. t 



( It is only right for ,em child to get a fair chance 

to develop his full potential from pre-school as far as his 

ability wi II carry him. 

"'-.It is only right for every man to be trained for a 
F ' 

decent job -- and then to have that job. 
Q ., 

I am privileged tonight to announce a new 

27 million dollar program to hire and train almost 17 hundred 

peonle right here in East Los Angeles. 
...... .. "'-a .. a+ 

lJ..he federal government will invest more than three 

million dollars under the Economic Opportunity Act, while - .. ,., .. -
four private firms will put up the rest. 
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~These jobs will be in El Monte and Lincoln Heigh~ -

in plastics, in electronics and other i ndu stri es. 

"' say your government has a responsibility to help 

bring more Americans their chance for a job-- just as 

these 17 hundred Americans will have theirs. 

Wnd I mean to see that it is done. / 

~ It is only right, too, for the farm workers of America 

to organize and bargain collectively -- to secure their 

legitimate rights as workers in our free economy. 

There's a grape strike going on in California today, 

and I want to tell you again where I stand: 
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Ll say to the growers and grape industry affected 

by the dispute that if you would just follow the spirit of 

collective bargaining .. . sit down with the union and begin 

negotiations ~oycott would be over tomorrow. 

There is no reason for the boycott except that 

every other recourse is foreclosed to the farm workers. 

Bargain or boycott --- that is the choice. 

And, if the federal government guaranteed 

agricultural workers the right to bargain collectively, they 

wouldn't have to boycott. 

When I am President, I intend to see the farm 

workers ~this right. 

I give you my pledge. 
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Mr. Nixon doesn't understand this ... but it's 

about time he learned. 

Last summer I visited Cesar Chavez here in 

Los Angeles. 

He told me this proud and simple American truth: 

''We want no special favors -- merely the chance to 

build a union so the members can help themselves." 

An opportunity . . . a chance to help yourself ... 

justice ... these are the rights we're talking about. 

And those are the rights at stake in this election. 

Every person who cherishes those rights had better 

wake up -- get moving -- and bring this message to every 

person he meets between now and November 5. 
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California may very well decide who is President 

for the next four years. J" wi II stand with you every day 

of my Presidency -- just as I always have. 

A.l ask you to stand with me now. 

Together we can win this election . . . and do what 

is right. 

For all the people. 



EXCERPTS - Mexican American Rally - Los Angeles 

I'm here to ask you to vote -- and to vote for me. I don't promise 

to do anything for ~or to you , but I do promise to work with you. 

It's not right when the Mexican-American unemployment is three times 

the rate fur Anglos. 

It's not right when over half the youngsters in East Los Angeles High 

schools have to drop out ... to waste~otential and their lives. 

It's not right when there's one Mexican-American student for every three 

hundred and fifty students in California's great state university system . 

.. 
It's not right when a man risks his life for his country~ in the 

~~ 
armed forces~can't get a decent job or a decent place to live when he comes home. 

It's not right when a child is run over by a tractor or drowned in an 

irrigation ditch because his mother and father are worki ng for starvation wages. 

No, it's not ri ght. But these things happen every day in America and they 

hurt a 11 of us. 
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You and I are going to do something about it starting January 20, 1969. 

It is only right for every child to get a fair chance to develop his 

full potential from pre-school as far as his ability will carry him. 

It is only right for every man to be trained for a decent job -- and then to have 

that job. 

It is only right for the farm workers of America to organize and 

bargain collectively -- to secure their legitimate rights as workers in our free 

economy. 

There•s a grape strike going on in California today, and I w~ to restate 

my support for it. 

y 

::::t;:~e&:;::·;::~:e~nzz~~ 
~f~~~ Nixon doesn•t understand that •. . but it•s about time he learned. 

Last Summer I visited ~ar Chavez here in Los Angeles: 

He told me this proud and simple American truth: 11 We want no special favors 

merely the chance to build a union so the members can help themselves ... 
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An opportunity •.. a chance to help yourself ••. justice ••. those 

are the rights we're talking about. 

And those are the rights at stake in this election. Every person who 

cherishes those rights had better wake up -- get moving -- and bring this 

message to every person he meets between now and November 5. 

~"'' California may very will decide who is President fo r the next four years • .._, 

I wi 11 stand with you everyday of my Presidency ,.- ,just as I a 1 ways have. 

I ask you to stand with me now. 

Together we can win this election ... and do what is ri ght. 
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~fexic:m Anericazn r~ll v --- LLfl 

T 1 n here to ask vou to vote - -and to vote ~"orne , 

Uofl•l!ll•~on 1 t promise to do anvthing for you or to you • , , 
V I -T-M. ...... •-.1 t- 4 ~ tl.( 

:.~~~~~h~a~v~e~-~t~o~d~o~~~~~~~~il~~!i~~~~~;i!!!!ii~~~~::::-! 
Tt/s not riPht when the 'fcxican-/l~nic:nn 

uncl'mlovncnt is three tines t'1e rate ror •\n!7los .4c--

It 1 s not riflht ~over h~l ~ t:1e vouncrstcrs in 

r./c;t Lost 1\nfllcs l'iP.l sc1.ools lH1.vc to <l rory out ... 
J11rr,--~ 

to \\'aste 1/P\-PJUilainu;meg~ t'1eir pot<'Pti'll anci their lives • 

1\ncrican stu .lent for evcrv three l.llncirecl nn 1 Fi 1 ty 

students jtn mt'ht•!!•fiilltih:~nlirorDi~ 1 c; fTreat st1.tc universitv . 

systel'l • 

Tt 1 s n/.ot 

n ~n risks his 

joh or a decent 

~t ' s not right Hhcn :1 c'1ild is nm over hy a tractor 

or cl rowncd in an i rri ITa t ion rli tc 1 hecans e !lis mot~er and r'l ther 

are workins:r .f"or s t:t rv}J..tion Htt{TCS ~ 

~!o , it ' s not rig1-}t. tt~i3 ~a,.,;1en~ C\'crv hv in 

t\nericn~ ""tl tU B tmeh.J.!:..u 1nrl T arc rToin~ to do somet1ling 

1.bout it startinrT .Tnn11arv ~0 , 1'1CiCl . n.,..,...,..,.,..,,..,nf'\nml"1 f1mr,,...,...,,....,nn,.., 

Ml'lnm rlJ'TlMT"tTIJ"MMT'1MT"'M"l; T'1T'fl'f"'TT1MT'1f'1'"T1"'!'111T'lMMTT1T'fll'l'f"'T"1'"1 !'1!1l""TI1"'lnf"n T"n ""'n m 

tic n tJb Jimvml!t1~1tn1!h "~ ""' u ""' "'~;. n., , 

~ ft~a.~~~<W~{K:o1::::Jthao(: cverv chi lei ~'1t pnr:rsnhnnfu"'n .. 'n 

1fl!rbtimU'nn,·nn rTf't a f-.i_r C1l"ncc t o '1 " reloT'l 1liS rllll '1T0tenti·,]~~ 
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the l"lcnbe-rs C'1n 11Cl"') tlc"'lselvc<; ," • 
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$27-MILLION BuSINESS-GOVERNMENT EFFORT FOR EAST LOS ANGELES ~ 

DISADVANTAGED ;'d*iiJJlieB 2¥!"~Z -

A $27-million effort featuring 4 private firms expanding their facilities 

to hire and train 1,660 disadvantaged persons at 2 Los Angeles area sites was 

announced today by Labor Secretary Willard Wirtz. 

Three of the companies will outfit a large, empty lockup - ~ the Lincoln 

Heights jail in East Los Angeles -- to employ 1,300 for producing furniture, 

electronics products and plastics products. 
( 

Another firm, Marshall Imports, Inc. , will expand its facilities in El 

Monte to provide jobs for 360 persons in the production of wigs and other items. 

It is expected that most of the new em~loyees will be Mexican-Americans 

~der the 2-year contracts. 
"./ 

The Federal Government will invest $3,225,000 under the Special Impact 

provisions of the Economic Opportunity Act to cover employment of the 1,660 

workers and the 4 firms will put up a total of more than $23 million . 

~en company wi/I make a ca~ tal 

million to $6 . 1 mi~fion over the next 

outlay ranging fr~m approximate y $5.8 

5 y ars to expand its product"on 

capabilities and employ the disadvantaged. 

The Special Impact program -- already operating in Los Angeles and 

elsewhere -- is aimed at helping meet critical problems in target urban areas 
with heavy concentrations of unemployment and underemployment. 

More 
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The Labor Department is encouraging to submit similar proposals to: 

Manpower Administration, U. S. Department of bor, Washington, D. C. 

The firms which will equip the jail for roduction are Socoma Companies, 

Inc . , Alhambra, Calif . ; Monarch Electronics nternational, Inc . , North 

career opportunities for the disadvantage the chance to obtain ownership 

interests in th.e firms where they work . " 

He said employers will provide "an o derly progression of the new workers 

into supervisory-managerial positions" a devise stock-purchase plans to 

help the new employees acquire ownersh' 

new employees, ,.wPa "ill Wbf k tn ~elt- jet>s as wig ccnor matl:her'S'7> 

.-.,l>$rs and strippers , upholsterers , press operators, wood finishers , electr on<ic 

a&§~hlers and inspeeto~ will start at $2 . 00 an hour wages: 

ireeru$fffient f or tne pro~~s-wi l l be handled through fhe Concentrated 

f.iij)).oyme-n't4>rogram and the 0 . S. Employment Service i'n the_~ 
The following is a summary of the 4 projects: 

Marshall Imports, Inc . , wil l hire and train 360 persons at a Federal 

investment of $875,000 for producing wigs and other products in El Monte. 

J ob categories: Stylers, setters, strippers , materia~~handling assemblers, 

ers, colo matchers, box makers, shippers , office workers and mainte~ance 

t}te clerks. 

Socoma Companies, Inc., will hire and train 650 persons at a Federal 

investment of $950,000 for manufacturing and assembling furniture in the 

Lincoln Heights site . 

MnrP. 

·. 
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J ob. categories : Cutters , packers 3 transportation personn~l. machine 

and equipment personnel, maintenance men, upholsterers, shipping personnel, 

press operators, finishers, office workers , pattern makers and boxing 

asse;rlers. 

Monarch Electronics International, Inc . , will hire and train 450 

persons at a Federal investment of $800,000 for manufacturing and assembling 

electronics products in the Lincoln Heights site . 

Job categories : Electronic assemblers, supervisors, coil assembling 

solders, inspectors, finishers, packers, yoke and products specialists, 

office workers and general maintenance personnel. · 

Barrier, Inc. , will hire and train 200 persons at a Federal invest-

ment of $600,000 for manufacturing and assemblin& plastic proqucts in the 

Lincoln Heights site. 

Job categories : Mo ld makers , formers, shipping personnel ; office workers, 

as~emblers, route operators , we lders, form operators, machinist s and finishers. 

v 

# # # # 
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hiLL HI.:£ #tPD T .• AIN 360 PEn~Ot\JS A! l'i Fl.!.L~ •• AL 1Nv~S ti.-2.NT OF 
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-- SOCOMA 

650 !-'t:HSO:\b A'!' 

! 33 I '> ~nLL HI if; .AND TRAIN 
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PLAS IC PRODUCTS l~ ~IE LINCOLN HEIGB19 SIT~ . 
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VIVA ~UMPHREY RALLY 
C'ctober 23, l ~63 
Los Angeles, California 

(after -- It is only right fo r eve r y man to be trained for 

a decent job -- a n d then to have t hat job) 

I am privileged tonight to a nnounce a new 2 7 m illion ~ollar 

p rogram to hire a nd train a lmost n im.ndred people right here 

in E ast Los A n gel es. 

The federal gov e rnment will invest m ore than three million 

dollars under the Economic Opportunity Act, whil e four privat e 

fi r ms will put up the rest. 

These jobs will b e in El Monte and Lincoln ~)eights in 

plastics, in e lectronics and other industries. 

I say you r go vernment has a r esponsibility to hel p bring more 

Americans their chance for a job -- just as th ese 17 hundred 

Americans will have theirs . 

A n a I mean to see that it i s done. 
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