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i·Je vlill hc:ve thG fir·st ques\:ions novr f:;::-om Ja.c}: Perki.ns oi 
l', ., 
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i: :, 
) h Mr. Vice Pres~dent, the public, I imagine, 
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o r may no t be h Appening on Vietnam. 
., 
; 

·i 
i ·' ' ! 

Cou! .. d y o1:1 shed scnK! li9ht on tha·t fo:r.: us?' 
·; 
,, 

,. :: t' :, ~- ,, VICE PRE:3IDENT HUi":'i.P~iHEY: \•Jell 1 it s c~ems to me, firs·t of 
;, 
i 

t\> 

o·- . 
a.11, ~:hat. : 'i.:he mot:t. O.efini ti vs st:ai::e.r:,ent.s ~-Jould come. from the 

•I 

! .. 
: ~ Pn~sidGEt. I listen and I have mu.dc rr.y s·te::. tement on Viet:n c:.m. 

'· " i: 
.! 
!! .. 
:i ,..,, ,, 
;! t·m tch V"":l'Y ca:n:~ful ly as t.o Hha.{: is h3.ppsn:Lng . I beJieve t.hf:r· ,::: 
j; ,, 

,..., H : -.:.,.-
I; 
11 . ~ ,. ., 

:.• ·· L 

a~e indications that bear some significance. There has been a 

!.ull in i.:".he f:i.gh ·t i ng; ·l:here has be s:1 ·,le;ry lovl c as ua.J. i.:.ies ; 

11 
':--~ ~ H .•J 

t.here are sens:L i::i ve negot~LaU.ons und.-~r way and I believe t.hat I 
b 
!". 

~ .. r j; 
· ' .. · . .' " 

make my greatest contribution to the success o f these negotia-
H 
tl 

?7 h 'l::ions by mc:-.int.aining a discre:·~t silence o n them . 
! : 

" 
j• 

~ i:~· ll , j ,, 
HR. PERKINS : Well, without discussing the negot.5.ations 

~J. 
L ;; 

specifically, you '-'ay there is a lul ~- i n the fi.ghtinq. Do you 
,: 
I• 
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!:.·1 ll 

consi.d2r that to be a lull or, cts some military people , do ycu 

consider ·l:.ha.t just t o be the :cesul·t of a vd. thd:rav1al because 

north Vie·tnarnese troops have been beaten rat.her badly in a fe'IJ 

engaqe>nents? 
. ·. : 

VICE. PHESIDEN'I' HUi''iPHHEY : . 1 rl'.!al2,y don't know , but I knmv 

ll i 
!::.; ;; 

i ! 
there is a lull in the fighting and I think that is of some 

I! 
!I 
ll 
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... significance and particularly because tha casualty rate is very _ 

' I 
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=~ f These ere. factors wh i ch , of course, the top officials of : 

·~ l. 
or<Z' govern me nt. and the officials i-:1 Saigon must. take into con -

; 
!; 

' i ~ 
~'"· .. · i 

sidera tion as well as our negotiators in Paris. 
F 
I· 

.~ ~ : 
!-. J' ' 

JviR. PER!GNS : 'i\'ell, given wh at you know ·-- pe:chat:Js much .... 
p 

,~ :· of i t . \.vhich y~) ~ can' ·t tell us 4 but given \'lha'c you l:.!lO\·! , a~ce y c ;_; 
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hope f ul 1:hc-l. t.: -there m~-;.y be a break , there may be a cessation 'co 
. ...... .. 

t:he bon1bing; t .here muy be some kind of at le'lsi: t.ent.ati. ve agre e: ~· 

ment. before Nov e mb e r ~H:h? 

VICB ?RBSIDEW.£' HDMPHF.EY : \.Yell, I am hopeful tha·t there 

ma.y be ---

MR. PERKINS: Fifth, rather. 

V"JC~ PRES I DENT :FJNPHREY: I am hopeful that there may be 

I don't kllOvl v:hen it Hi 11 come. I think that. the 

sooner it comes the better for all of us, but let us hope that 

notl1ing h2ppens that \·Jill break off these negotiations or in 

any v;ay inter:Cere vli t.h what seems to be under way now. So 

you ask me th8 question, am I hopeful. The answer is "Yes." 

(l·.nnouncemen ts) 

MR. BAILEY : Mr. Vice P~esident, at your press conference 

this past week you said that you thought you were fifty-fifty 

or better in 19 states with 251 electoral votes. That is 19 

sh~t . of the electoral majorit:y·: · 
.. . .. 

It seems to me that your arithmetic, the figures that you 
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li s ted, sugges ts t h e best you can hops for n ow i s no t to 

wi~ o~tright , but t o deny a victor y t o Mr. Nixon o n ele ction 

~ay and t h us p ut the election into t he e lectora l college a nd 

p s :;: h a p s :i.::.i:~:o t he Ho t::.se of Re pre se:Yta tives . 

N CA i' ; y o 1:.. l'Pay not a gree with tha t r~ading , b u t i f you l 

! • • i could a ccept. :... ·i: for Jche pu r pose of argumen·t: j ust fo r a m.1nute , 1 

I 
I.-. 

r 
., ~ 

co~.:'. -'- 0 t hi s e l ec lio n 'i-7h (~ther and hmv y ou ·though t 

could be resolved i n the ele ctoral co l lege if it is not s ettled j 
l 

a week from Tue s d ay? I 
I VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Wel l , Mr . Bailey, first of a l l , 1 
i 
i 

I do not acc ept you~ readihg. Tho se f igur es t hat I gave you I 1 

me:n1::i.oned in an inteY~Iie~ 7 sorn0 o f ·the s t ates where I t h ough t 

we h2d at le~st a fif ty- fifty or b e t ter chan c e of winning . I 

h a d no i de a o f h m·r ma ny elec:t:o ral 'Jotes the y <.'.de e d up to. I 

in'cend t .o Hin ~ch is ele cti on. I i n t eild to get 27 0 or mo r e 

ele ctora l vc>t.es. I vlan ·t ·to s ee t h i s e l ection won t hat way and 
j 

• ! ·that: is my i n t e ni::ion . 'r}1.e s t ates that I gave t o you as b eing j . 
j 

whe:.t I though t f avorab le t.o my candidacy \~·ere b a sed upon sampl - ! 
I 
! 

ins s ma6e a week ago o r l o n ger, We have been on the rise . 

The j:-e i sE ' t a ny doub t abou t i'l: , tha t there i s grea t momentum 

in my c amp a ign, so l ei:' s make i t cle ar fi r st. , ! i n t end to \vin 

t.hi s e lection . 

Novl , let: ' s :take y our h~P9'fh~ t ical. The fir s t _ .thing , o f 

c~~rse, tha t h ap pen::> i s by De c ember 16th the ele ctora l college ,I 

wi l l mee t and c as t its vot e . It is to b e hoped tha t t~at 

I 
! > 



( _ 

r 
f 

.. , 

~. 

!; 
H 
.: 
!i 
j ~ 
i. : ,, ' t ., ;. 
\ ' 
' ·; 

J 
, . .. 
!: 
;. 

..;.~: 
, . 
it 
!) ,, 

~~ H 
'l r 

. ; .. 
5 

elect:ori'.l:.. colleg·e ;-;ill c as t the vo'i::.e acco:r:airtq to t:.he p}.ura.li --

ties or the majorities that exist in the ~es?ective stntes. I 

surely want no deal and I hope th2t no one else wants any 

dealing o~ any maneuvering with the electoral colleqe. ""i" .t= 
..L..I.. 

there are not 270 electoral votes at the time the elector~l 

<-: • college m20ts 1 t.he;;t it goes to the House of Represe:1tat.i ves, J • ~ ! 
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anC: a House dele<~:f?.Li.onf s t:2te by s·ta<::e , must vo·te o ne vci:e 0 ::1 

. . (1as l.S of a 1 ~jority oi ~hat delegation f~om a particul~1· 

T ' -- .... takes ~ state ·1e l egations to elect in the House o f 

Representatives a P~esident. ~he last tims that this happened 

I b::=li~:=ve u.::"s in 1824 in the insta::1 cc~ of J·ohn Quincy l1dams. 

Pri.or to tl:.ic.d: it \•!c.s '.·lit.h 'l'hmnas -:fef:L'erson in 1800. 'l'ha ·t )_s 

all I know about it. 

MR. BAILEY: Iet me ask you, do you think that the system 

is Hox·kable? Do ycu think it will work if it has to? 
! 

VICE PRESIDEN'l' HUHPHREY: Yes, r do. 
I 

I hope that we will ; 

follOiv ·the con.sti tutional processes. I trust that the 111.embers 

of the House of Representatives, if it goes to the House, will 

fol lmJ Hhat they believ e to be what. is best fo r this 

• colE1 t ry, ·to select a man that they believe could best serve this 

cot·u1try , c ould best govern ti1is co1..m 'i.:ry , could best lead it into 

the future. 

t-IR. BAILEY: Some of the states you mentioned specifically 

t~~e o::her day included Ohio an .. d Ne\·J Jersey, a couple of st2tes ... " 

wL:h a lot of electoral votes v:hich 2very survey that I have 
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s een suggests are going to Mr. Nixon. I \vondered, \·Jha·t is 

yo~~ basis for optimism in Ohio and New Jersey a nd in 

Califo:cni<'. , ..-,.;hich you put :L n a chancy ccrtego:t.}' and which seems 

veJ:.-y- firmly on t he basis of surveys to be on !<-~r . Nixon's side. 

VIC.c~ PRES::J) ·.~N'l' HU?·iPHREY : Yes, I put California in the 

chancy c ategory. I was very fra1 k and very ca~did and honest 

with you men as I spoke to you about it. I think that we have f': 
' i 
! a better th~n fifty-fifty chance in New J ersey and in Ohio. 1 
I 
I 

i I have a good reason to believe tha t , out: of surveys that have 

l be;2::n made in depth. l 

I You know, we do not: get these surveys to please U3; we ! 
i get these voters surveys and polls to give us srnne s e~se of 1 

l direc·tion as to \·Jhat is happening, and I believe that the trend± 
! • indi.cate that l"tie a1.·e on the move and one of the sure things in i 
; 
~ poli t.i.cs that is vi tal and importan'c is what is the trend as you 
1 

move to election day and I think the trend i s absolutely in 
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MR. STEELE: Mr. Vice Presidenti if you arc elected 

i?:.;:esidE: nt , a q~estion ve::y frequen·tly asked of me and other · 

j ournalists is what kind of people you will use to staff your 

Gove rnme nt, both on y our personal staff and in the Executive 

! I 
t:canches. 

Ha·-.re yo·v_ b::;en abl~ in . this mad cE:.mpa:_gn period to 

:;; il give any tltO H.Jh·t a>c all -to this; not · s to individuals: but v1l1a·c [ ,, 
li 
p 

.~ il 
'" ii 

type of ·paople will you staff this government with? 

c H 
!i ... 
ol 

VICE PRESIDENT Hut-1:'I-mEY: Indeed I have, Mr. Steele, 
j: 
i l 

~ ::· ;: 
•--' il 

because I think your question bears directly upon both the 

ll 
~ ,• !I 

:j 
' ,, integrity of government as well as its capability and 

We both, all of the candidates have had one c. ~nee 

to dernonst~ate the kind of quality, or the quality of man that 

they would have m.onnd them; and that. \·Jas in the 21-ec·tion of <.::.he 
q 

)•:} rl Vice President I and t .he ;.:ecomrr~endation that V>le made to our 
... ~ !' 

ll 
~'7 ~~ respective conventions; and I just leave it. to the public to 
~ . i! 

:I 

l! make their decision. 
c ... -:, I :~ ~ {.) ·~ 

ll 
ii 
d 
I • ,, 

I selected Edmund Muskie, a man that I c onsidered 

ll U} 
11 

to be very capable, honorab le, a .· man of rnaturi ty , of judgment. 
q 
hi and experience. 

2 ~ t 
I believe that that first selectio n indicates 

!i 
"c'.l !l to you the kind of man that I believe we need t o have. 
cc. iJ 

Jl I belie-,re that in the Cabinet v-;e rnus t have me~ o f broad vision 
Hl tl ... 

. ;. 
; 

• 
<::[_

1 
!j that are •loo -ing to the fu ture, that h~ve a n intimate kr..oHledge ~, 

- ij 
1,·~ o f the coun try in \>?hich we live and the problems that it faces. 
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:; ~ : .. I sec the possiHlities of a Cabinet in whi c h vou 

. ': -vJoul.d ha·.re pcop:La Fho are not. alJ. D-3mocJ:a.ts .• I think that it 

, I''"'Y ~ ~1.:... be ve~y necessary in auch a close election ~s 1:.b.i.s 
' ; 

,, : a gO il2 t · n;rr2:;-; t i~1 ':lhi.ch y :Ju plac:E:: the respons:i.b.i U. ty upol-: 
' ~ ·, 

., ;; peopl,;., \:;ho h.:\Ve the C0\.1D.):r:/' ~ in·te!:'3sts a\: heart, yet: rna.y b<:> of -. 
~; 

No~-7 , I h.:tve lookad i.nto t .h3.s: a.n.d :.C have what. you 

Does t .hat mean t .hat. you may -turn ::o a s o r'c 

,, ' · ;: of coc.J.ii..-. ion gove ~:-nmen·t i.n the Eri tish sense of the ,~·':r>-d: so 
' ~ i 
tj f aJ: as 

':: . .: l J 

\': 
:·, __ t-· 
1 •' I ~ • 

(~ 
l 

~ ... ·~ t 
.• :; l., 

I· ,, 

the Executive B~anch i.s concerned? 

t<Jould yo"\.i u.ppoint. f:oms Repu.blicaus, perhaps? 

I wouldn ' t call it ccali-

)'. . 
: 1 t:J.on, 

·.} ... ~ i' 
sir. What I would say is looking for the best man. And 

some of the more sensitive areas of our 

you know w 1ere thei ~re-- you must really 

aboGt what is best for .your country . 

Nowp Ithink that we can find most of them within the 

H D""ffiOt~~ -~ ;--j c n- .... ,·-c "' -.. L ~- - ·"'- (, ~ t...- L Cl"""' ~ ;t ~ am trying to say to you is .. not 
•' = ~ 
t\ 
~ let politics stand in the way of gettinq men that I believe 

~l.:~ t.: 
~~ 
~~ be the vei-:v best tha·t ·this country hc.s to o ffer , because vJe 
j, -

·' l:: 

"' -. P have immt.nse problems to zace c>. '.: home and abroad. 
c..:·.:: J: 

to 

i: 
·''·"' i\ 

. ·.: 
HR. STi-~ELE : Now 1 Mi.~~ice President, some people have 

:; ,. 
f; . . 
•1 •_,wr~t~en about the Presidency as a ~ art of -- the gre~~e~~ ~_!.;.":' . v -- - - . '-- .. ,.{ .... ~ \.-

H 
li , . 
h 
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9 ~ s~ clila~ p~lpit in the world. 

I wonde::::- ~:i:1c:1:he!:' you see this, t. i1e use of "cii.5.s !:W-:. called pulpit , as a change to knit people ~ogether in o ur socia 

..... ' !· 
r :: Hho have. s ort of go-::1e off. 
· ' 

I :refe r p a :·:ti.cularly to so:r;e of i' the yc1.mg-e :r g-2n.e ::-.:at:ior.\ 1 some of t.he i n tellectual c om::nun.:i. t .ies, 

~ ~ \ 

\..; r 80!118 of ·t he blc:.ck mili·tt:mts. 

' <' '. 

;• 

idea ::•.bout nsi ilg the Presidency for this purpose? . VICE PP-ESIDENT I-n ,;HPIIHEY : Hr. Steele, I ha'Je spent 
as s~udent and practitioner in 
o:Cfice of the Pres idency. I have '!

1 close to it as Vice President. 

I bel i eve Jchat ·this great office offers the man 
.. 
i_ t'- -._ + r •· I .He,~ 

···- t · 

'· ;. 
the greatest oppo~tunity that you could pos sib l~ 

! . . 

i' 1'1 3.'/8 to b2 a i:e,:1ci1e::- as well as a lec>der . 'ro try t o t alk 

• ~~· ~ f 

;. 
;: sense with the P.rnerican people : to buil6. public opinion , to ~~·:!1: 

~~ .· ~ 
. •j !; 

l
i: at. rest. smile of t.he rumors thG.t may be spreading throu~h tlH:: 

; i5 I~ 
r 
1: land. To try to b r ing people together . The word h as been 

:·: i: 
I· 

"consensus. " I am not sure that i s the 'chink is rr.ore irr.portc>.ni: is unders·tanding. A forebear2.;1ce; and a sense o £ reasonablen2s• 
A Presiden~ by his demeanor, by · 

aCX::i.ODS 1 by his v<ords r can do t ·h ese t h: I in~gine that you know me wel l enough to ~ 
I' ... , !~ viould loo!:;. · \1pon the Presidencv as a grea.t opp ortP 

:... ;.._ .: l ~ 

li 
I; 

'' fer t he goodnsss of b.e F.merica.n people, to app, 

C) li 
" ., 
;J 
" t' 
" >l 

' 
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ll ,. basic decency! which I heli.eve ls there, and in these times of ; 

' !· 
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cr .t s l. s and they ar~ times of crisis .. 

jO·, .., greatn~.3s of the ArneTic:a.n· peop1e. ~ ! 
t 
( 
~ :i <, l 
i 

' ·- · . •, . 
: dec211c~r, ~)f g·ooc1nes ~ 1 ?.J1d a. \o;'i 1.l.l r~gnes s to Sf .. C.'r i f:i. c !7! . 
•' 

\: 
n r fo r me or t .he A1r::c-~:r.i.can puJ::::t:.'.c" It is goinc,r t .o be one cf ch:-!1.-

i· 

it 1.5 goi.l1'J De r one o_ trying tc bring to the 

responsive t-.o human need, and trus t.amongst l 
\ 

cJt.l:.er o 

I don't t.h ink \ •Je can do ~nyt:hi r~g :i.n tni.s cmmt:r.y l unls ~; s ! 
:·.~ ; r..-.··~ have t .hat ~-ens2 of ·trust p and w:i. th 01.1r ycnn<;:" people, t:- t 

< 
~ 
b 

!~ 

~'f~nal'y T ·r.rn·'" to put. int:o the o.ffi.c€ of t.he P"C'Bsi cl .. ent 
~j: ; - .\. c J... v ... . a.~ l.,. -g l 

! 
ar.. 

~ 
! o-~""i,.,"' ~(: ~ ..l J- --

\1 ' J 
i 
! gJ !have a 

tt 
contact with the President , where the ?resident i . ~ willing \ 

~ 
i ! 

t ;"; ~ ~:o listen , t o understand -- n:yG. al\-1.-::tys to 7-?:'Ci?E", but. wt. ~~ re yn'-' .. '1g 1 ~ i 

t 
~ 

t 
~eopl~ will be brought into Gove~nm~nt, both on the basis of 1 r:=:= ,, 

• !. 
~ ~~ ~ialogue as wsll as a b as is of p~r~icipation. I •,.:} i j 
} r 
' 

' .• l'! un -,n';'IC'TQ-- M V' p '.:J !.. ' '-h 1 ~ " i ' l'l ... " • .tl.ru·lu ... , w : t~r. :tee;: 4"E'<:·l.uern: r t.JJ. ·--·· . F:.~'l ano. oro.e:, ; -<! 
;; 

i 
'• 

l 
;:Q ~j o-called ~ such .an i-;npox-i:c.ni: i sst'.<~ J the cp2es ':.icr1 qf \vho ·.vill l 1: . 

l !:d:trect. ·t.i"'l'a FBI j_n a Htlfnr,hr.e't A:3.1'.1in).s·t.:':3.tic:J. hecorr.Gs C'1 \:::.te .. _;Jerti- ~ 
..... ~... • 

~ ..c 
~ 

'"'J [: 
'! 

1: 

' ' · 

' ! nen~ ·. : --
~ 

.~-. r ;, ,· - ' 

t 

u,· I· 

~ l, i,· i . ha.s indica'cecl he '"ou l d rei:ain I 
1.1.-::-. N i:.~orr 1 _ b e 1 :i.P.ve : 1 ~"..; i: 

l 1
\l 

' I! I I 
!i 
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Senat.o~c ·lcCarthy, \vhen he vlas a cc.ndida te: said 

:j 
:I ;_: he \•JouJ.d LLr2 him. \·Jhat. would you do? 

VH:E PRESIDENT HW!PHREY: I havent made any decision :i 
a.b 01 .. ·. t. ·th CJ:i..: • I \·Jill ·tal]~ that o v er: \•Ti~..:.h the new Attorney 

....• · : . •.. :l •; 
. J :; Gene rc. l -d~.a-~: is c:.ppointe d. tC'.lk it over v1i th tl-.:.e 

:i 
!! ~esponsible people that surround m2. 

~J l+ 

I don't think that 
q 

7 li I shoul d be making appointment s on the air, individual a?point-

•l 
~ : .... • l -! . .J !; m-::.r • .._s • 
ll 

I have a high regard for Mr. Hoover. I haven 't had a 
;; ;! cLaLce to t:c.:Jk ·to him a.s to whet.her or no-t he is anxious to 

q _. , 
u, ;: ccntinue to serve. But· the qu<::s·i:ion of law and order doesn't 

J '-' I~ 

" il 
11 depend on on2 man . 

'• J 
The question o f law and ord~ r depends on 

il q 
j; a host of gove rnc-rs and mayo~cs c.nd local officials and 

H 
~ ~ 

j gove:cn :>:r:s i 
i 

". ·:• .v 

~ . 
~ 4; 

if) 

r~ 
• _l 

~ ·; 
' · 

~ s 

D 

f-:) 

-'3 ~ 

<; 'l 
~ 

f~ 

"' 
. 

'-::- ._~ 

,~ .~ ,_.., 

,, 
jl 
•ianrl it depends upon the atti t ude of the Federal GovernRent 

11 

" \j and i·ts Hillingn·2SS to put l.n resources, to strengthen la.vl anr 

'• '· .I 
:! orderf to st~engthen police departments, to train police offi-

.!1 

I 

! . 
I 

!j eers, to lift their leve l of competence, to provide the 

!I 

t.rain:i.ng : 
j 

,. 
ij 3.nd the equipmen>c tha·t is required. I. 
li 
lj I thir:k to simplify la\·7 and orde r o n the basis of one 

it 
ll 

· !lman, or on the bus is of ·the httorney G2neral, or the condemna-
ll 
il tion of the Supr-ems Cou:.':'t, or just to put a bumper sticker on 

<I 
H 
jjc.n aut:omobile o.nd say that you back your police does not e~~emp-

l! 

l! lify any real understanding of the p:coblem. \I n . ·.= 
h'ell , ne'ier'cheless I the FBI Director woul d 

... . " 
It 
!! 
~~e a cri tically important figure. 

II VICE PR.t-;;SIDENT HUI1PIIREY; And he will be a good man, II 
h 
ii 

! 
1 
I 

' I 
I 
~ 
l 

i 
l 

I 
I 
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\1 m~ke no mistake about it. · 

-~· 
I .HR. .K:F0 si-0':·; = vJell , there have been various proposo.ls 

" 

·' in the Cong~ess concerning the appointment of a su9cessor when 
' :< 

•..:.• I o.nd :i.f Mr. Ho:)·;,re.:r· leaves. On.s bill Hould compel the President 
••

7
1 -· to se~t-3-::::t a successor f:com ·i.:h~ J:"anks of -u~e FBI. Another bill 

I, 

::-

.. 
.-. ,\ -· •1 -. 

:i 

·:>, ; ~ , . 

c .. 
~ ..... ·: 

'1 ;,-
.S•.'• ' 

: 
•· 

\ ":· 
~ ... ! ... 

t· ,, 
-~ ... ;.,. 

\:·..:.) 

;; 

·t !_) :i 
l, 

ii 
i1 ,. . > , . 

:!-4' ,j 

il 
j! 

1-] ·' i; 
I .. 
I' 
'\ 

P7 li 
~.; 1: ,, ., 
, .. !; 
,_ -~~ i~ 

! ~ 
t? 

-~ !-: _ .. ,. 
1-. t: ........ 

I ' 
"h 
l' 

2;.'":! i! 
li 

L 
~c !l 

" ~l 

~?R. li 
'i t, 
! ' 

~jJ 1: 
u 

i:.] li 

ll ,; 
"···-~ ~ i t. ·. ' . 'f 

i! ,, 
i! 
II il ,! 

vJO .ld me.;·~e s;_:ch <::.n 2,ppo.::. ntm:2!nt subject to confirma tion by {:he Sena~~e _ 

\·Jhat do you thi nk of these proposals? 
VICE PRES I DENT HUM?HREY: I will wait to =ee what they I do not be lieve in anticipating what the probabilities may ba un~:il ~:h-2y come be fore me. 

MR . KRA~·~1 = They have been kicking around for several years _, 

VICE PRESIDENT HU!,1PERBY: Yes. And they have gotten no plac~ . 

MR. SPIVAK: M~. Vic~ President, may I ask you a questio~ : Mr. Nixon insists that the Uni ted States can ' t affor d tc accept a concep t of parity with the Sov~_ et Union on military weapons. \vhat is your position on that? Do you agree t~at we must maintain a clea~ superiority? 
VICE :!:-RESIDENT HUf-1P:!REY; Well, again, Mr. Nixon sets up straw mer; c..nd hopes t.o knock them dm·m. I must say that one of the most interesting debates I have witnessed thus far is 

-· .. : . 

Hr. Nixot;. on the m.::.tter c'- nc-.1t. i.onal s~curi ty. Hithin a period of 24 hours he had a personal d0bate, one on which he declared 
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that there was a security gap wh ich could develop into a sur-

and ~.::h e :1 has·U.ly las_t night Hr . Nixon decided he 

to g:':.. ve a. spee c h on pE::c:(.:.2: a.n d or. a:cms cor~t~col. I though·:: 

that discussion wa s I must say I 

that. z,::.r. Ni.xo:1 1 B milit~a1·istic at.t:i.t.ude. s2erned to. h avc-

WOE Jche C.sbat.2 • 

much rnore misleading in t hat particular ma~ter. 

a defense establ i shment that 

gi JCS us security, 

had ~ 
i 
I 

It may relate to having somethi.ng extra. Hha.t is I 

r~ally ne3ded i~ a b alance.of forces for o ur country, and 

1
., a ;_ ·these ' i.v OY.OS of super i o :dt.y and pari ty, I 

thi :..1k, a.,..e \·v·ords tha.t. are us2d to, :reaLLy, arou se emotions . 

. •. : 

i 
·~ 

I 
I 

. ; 
! 

] 
l 
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Nhat. t ;le nE:;r.t President C>f the Uni t ed States must do 

i 
I 
l 
! 
l 
I 

is President h~s done and what Pres iden t Kennedv di.d, l . - I 

l the means for adequa te de-t.o see 
j 
I 

for det.e:crenc•.? , and t.o.see ·to it i:h at. v..·hen it goes to th <~: 

s t rength I that c orrm.:mds respGct. ar. C:~ j 
as Pres ident of the Uni tedi 

Stc·.t:t:!s '>viJ.l do. 

j\~R~ SPIVAK: Before President Kennedy came to of fie.;; 1 h e 

I 
!:' 
l 
I 
l . 

missile g ap which we didn't • 
I 

did argue tha t there was a serious 

' ' 
' 

gap find aft:.en.:re:.rCi . Do you think that there is a missile 

today, o r one that is like-ly to ha.pp(~n pre~ty soon? 

l 
VICE P!~SIDEN'I' HUI~P}lR.EY: I Not o ne a t a ll that enda ngers ou~ 

I i::hi r..k the fac{::s .:~~e man:i.f2st:ly clE:a r. ~'le have a · 

prepo:1.de;:z.nc3 o f. "mis s ii ry ," today. \\'e have~ a preponderance of 

heavy c>.irc:raf t 1 bombers, .:!nd of ·t~ctical a ~~ rcraft . \'le a.re t h e 

strongest na tion in the wor ld . 

I do not believe, hov,1ever , that having said that, that 

you need to just pile on weapon a fter ~eapon in order to see 

that you c an h ave bigger fi gures. 

~"ie c!re not int.erestc~d in statistics as r.J.uch unless those 

s'!:a'i: istics reveal \•Jhat the ac·C.ua l s1:rength is , and the strength I 
.. . td . t -'~ ~ "'t d · Jl C> r: o-o.r n a tJ.on ·o a y J.s ·remenu.ous. . } 'in at \v8 neea o o 1.s to s .aw 

down th<.::; arms rc-2ce 1 to halt it , i f \•Je can . 

I thir,;<:. 'cha t. Hr. Nixon's proposals arc really irrespon-

sible. He 1':alks e.bout cut.tin<J the costs of government and yet 
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his own propos~ls on security would cost an extra $50 billion, 

.it is estimated. 

r;c,.;, HliE.re are you go5.ng to g·et that. $50 billion a 1d still 

have a balanced budget or still cut the federal budget? 

X thin~ he has to make up his mind jUst what he wants and 

I d0n't think he has. 

Mr. Vice President, there is a report anc1 

I would l ike to a sk y0u if yo u can ccnfirm o~ deny it for us 

t hat. upon at least one occ;;..sion 1 and perhaps t .Ho occasions, 

you offered the vice prssid&ntial nomination to Governor 

Rockefe11.cr. 

'i(ICB Ptu::SIDEWi' HU!'-!PHRZY: Hr. Perkins, that i s a repo1:-t I 

I must say that Governor Rockefel ler 

is a fine man and one of my qood friends a~d I a&nire h im 

greatly. I hope t.h<:l.t he vvill be ~rillinq to serve in any govern-~ 
'· < 

ment position i f he should ba called upon but I have no recol-

lect;.ion of, and I don ' t recall ·tha. t '1. ever did -- as a matter 

of f~ct , my recolJ.ec 1cions are very precise 

MR. PERKINS: That you did not offer :t and did not con-

sicer that? 

VICE PRESI DENT HUMPHRBY : That is correct . 

MR. BAILEY: Mr. Vice President , if I could get back to t hJ 

subject f1r . Steele vla·s discussing , if there is one thing that 

do:~:S seem clec~r t.o those o f us· \·!h O h a7e been traveling around 
• • • Jo i 

l 
I cow1try this f all , it is that the races i n this cow1t.ry are i 
j 

l 
I 
I 
.1 

r 
I . 



I ~ . . 
~~ q 
1: 
•' 

... 

;I 
!. 16 
t; 
" I 

! 
- l· 

E 
1' 

r·.ore a nd ;o.o:ce deepJ.y di v:Lc1ed e 

!· 

2 ! · 
\1 
;· Now , y ou have t alked a good deal about the need for .. 
! ~ 

/ r . i' t I ,·:· ,. 
\ • J::acial. rec:oncili.a.'cion and \.: rus t a~!d you c::ci·t i.c ized ~'lr . Ni2~or:. 

. " ..:-, .: 

(: 
fo r 'dh2."t yon s2id Has failing to shmi cma·age 011 this subject: . 

' ' 
<· !i 

1" 
Ncm " l::H:-::yond using th-2 p:ceside:o.cy :Ln terms of mora l J.t~ac.ez· ... · 

p 
! ' . ~ '· " \l p 

specifically, wculd you ~o. if yo~ became President 1 

:t 
., p .. I' ,j 

' I 
•· !: 
_, !! 

i{ 

i:o -;: .i:-:-y to im'·lrot.re the rac:La.l clirnab~ in "i:his country? 

VXCE PRESIDEN'l' HtJr'iPHREY : The fi rs t thing we must do is 
I• 

" f ~ v I 

ll 
g·et. rHop1.(:: to unders·tand the.t. when you help s -:>m~~one 'itlho may 

~ [~· 
; ~ 
lf 
l · be de p r i ved or who may be in despai r, or unemp loyed, tha~ ycu 
r i: 

r ·• ' ., H ;; :. 
i' 

r,o·t or•.ly rLelp that person, you h E!lp ever.ybody . ~vhat has haFpen-~ 
(' d 

?.:~ 
>I 

( l, 
!; 
,; 

ed i.::. Ar~1e1:ica is t :.h.i.s sp:ce.ading of doubt 2nd fear and sus -

or ,..., I ' 
~ :;:'- !' 

ll 
!'; · ' 

. 
il t. ~· 
1: 
il 

l3 
J! 
t• 
tl 
i< 

coun t.::cy. l'v1ar,.y of t.he p e ople have been told 1 blue collar 

v.'hi t e Hor.kers, that. if the black man gets a job o r if a 
~! 
H 

F ~. 

:i .: So 
! ~ 

Spanish-speaking 1\me:r:.ican gets a j ob that didn't have one, 
! ' •' ,, ,.. .~. ,. 

:J fi 
j! 

I! 
that "Lhis t.:hr ·~atens his job: Now r vlha.t we need to do is to 

i~ H 
!! keep our economy groHing so that ·there is room in th i s .. 
It 
I ' 

>1 ,; 
H 

E::conomy for p:L~oduct. i ve workers 1 and we also need i::.o place 
Ji 
j\ 

:·.) ,, 
·l 

ll 
special emphasis upon seeing to it t hat those persons Hh o have 

,, " ri 
,: ~ ;: 

/ !j \_ 
::::; ll ., 

" 

~een non-prod~ctive, who have been clients , so to speak , of 

the st.a te, vlelfare clients , b ecome productive 1 become s e1 f-

f:8 
i ! 

il 
I' 

n.~ l! (. ~· -I 

(''~ II :.;._:) 
h 
II 
II 

r·espec ·ting , p.coduct..i ve t ax-·pa·ylng citizens. I b eiieve 't7hcn 

psople work t.ogether th2y tend to learn h mr to live together. 

I believe that. tvhen you h a ve recessions that divide people 

-· L 
• 
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f;.:-om those ·;:hat. cn:E~ employed c-.nd those that are unemployed , 

:i. t exasce :r:r;c:.-tes the rr. ci 2 2. 'tE.!!.s ions. So I will be practical 
~· f. 

I 

:-. c>.bout it. 
•.:..· 

(~ l' p~og::.:::ms , job pl&~ement. p:.:-oq1.·.::.ms, caJ.L.ng upon the · business cor,•-· 

.mrd. ty as vie have.:, and the Na t:LonaJ. i-'.Ltiancc of Businessme!1 , 

(; 

.] 

So t.h is is the 
~ 

~\ ' \· 
p~actica l politics that I would practice. 

" 
':0 

Mr. Vice Presi~cnt, as a po~ential President 

of the Un~tect States, Iid like to know what your attitude is 
~ l 

:~~ 

( 
;· 

:~!: 
Ji: 

.. 1': ;: 
c1eGau11e ot F'rance and t.h~ ieado:cs of the Soviet ·onion , or do 

,J 

I'; I. 

:~= 't) If, 
you think hlis is 2 prab1em more. for a Secret:a:cy of Si.:cn:e and 

' d 

; 3 
i1 
! ~ 

at the professional diplomatic level? \fuat would be your role 
i • . , 
I~ 

~ :~i ij 

~ f 

in this personal diplomacy? 

,, 
:"··~ ii ... , . 

~} 

I tend t o believe that a system~ 

;i 
; ~ a.tic series of" SUii.ti~lit mc:etings, both amonqst our allies and 

'. .""''. ~ : 
~~ 

" l. 
1! ,. even with our adv ersaries in ~1e Soviet bloc, is desi rab l e . 

£., !• 

H 
!, 
1: l happ2-n t:.o believe \..~ -c bec.:-tuse of tf12 se:nsl t.i vi ty of 

2-r: t· , ; 
!I 
!1 
;. 

~~ ~ ~ 
~ § 

j_ssucs in ~:hcse days ·that thE: .?resident. should meet ·vii til heads 

i• 
d 

' Jt:\ a c /~' 

o f sta't.e , bu·c it oug-J-!·:::. to be clearly understood 'Chat some of 

11 
li 

,';:;·J 1! 
it 

i ~ 
?t 
.I ,.. .... p 4.·~ 

not be expe.~t.ing dramat::Lc clevelopffieEts and I h ave cmtlined 

n 
•j 

h 
H 
r ,I 

!! 
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!1 
il 
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e dgr:. , informc:. ~:.io :r. aEci. bc:.ckgrcund, to parti cipate. in ''·i'~1at you 

migh ~ call meetings of heada of state . They e:u:-e comh10i1J.y 

!<1I'. S?IVi\IC 

·. : . 

,. 
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fls d·t me J.. 
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!'vlr . Vice President! y ou h ave made an 
r iF1pa.ssio:1ed plea t odc1y, as you h.:.ve on many previous occa.-· 
i: s:\.ons, to:: a halt, . ' L.ne c..:::::ns a reductio .. in what ycu 
I ~ C2t lJ. t:b.e ba:i.ance o<- t er:?:·o:c i.n Arr.2:::-ican-soviet rela·:.:ions < 

,, ,. 
d 
' • !! 
·: Hem do y:m reconci l e this, sir, \·lith the decision to 

r )I 
•. 
; 

I 

buile ths anti-ballist~c miss:e, whos~ n2ed has been ques-
tio~ed by nany eninent guthorities? 

VICE PEESIDZH'l' HUi{i?i.!REY: ;-;el l , vle have done the .:~~-

<::ec:rch c'.nd dr=v2lopm2n·t l.•Jork 0~1. th2 an·t.:i.-ballistic missile. 
It was felt necessary to do it bec~use the ~oviet Un ion h ad 
already comp l eted that·aspect of their progrilln and had deploye~ 
some of those missiles. 

(_ 
. i 

HR K:fZ.'-\.SJ../J:·J: Tl1e Congress had just voted constn:ct.ion 
funds o • 

VICE PRESIDEr1T HUMPHREY : That is coz:rect , and there-
for.·e; the nex·t FresiO.cnt o f t.he Un:i. ted St.ates should iillinedia·tel,· 
cont~c~ the Soviet Union and try to get into t he discussions on 
what we cal l t he offensive and defensive missile situation, 
a nd I vJi ll so· do 'chat, before ;.<Je. start the de ployment o f the 
m:i.ssi J.as. 

'~ " t. r• 

0 : !j MR. SPIVJ\.K : Hr. Vice Presid~nt, hew importan~c do you 
t .. J ··; l.; 

i, 
~ i thi nk it i s for t~e Federal bud0et to be balanced? Do you ! 

consider that one of your major goa ls; t o b a lance the budget? 
. RUHPHEEY : I consider it a goa l that 

VICE ~RESIDEN~' . ·~ : 

.. . ~ 

ought to be look~d to at least in t erms of a period o f t ime 

d .. 
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