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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H: HUMPHREY 
MALOi';E COi.LEGE, CANTON, OHIO 
OCTOBER 28, 1968 

MR. GILLIGA~~ Thank you very much. 
Mr. Vice President, distinguishe~ platform guests, and la~ies 

and gentlemen. It is a very great honor and privilege for me to 
be here today and to introduce to you the man who will he the next 
president of the United States. 

(Applause.) 
It is a cold and windy morning, hut Mr. Humphrey has been 

given a great welcome at the airport and again here, and indeed he 
should be. In every corner of this land, in every corner of nhio 
and in this community there isn't a single person, man, woman or 
child, who has not directly henefited from the efforts of Hubert 
Humphrey during his years in the Senate. 

(Applause.) 
~-iihether it is the children of Ohio who have henefi ted from the 

federal aid to education bills that he fought for through the 
years, whether it is the working men and women of this country and 
of this community who have benefited from the kind of enlightene<'l 
legislation that he fought through in the Senate, whether it is 
the elderly people who henefit from the increases in social 
security and the Medicare proqram that he fought through-- led the 
fight for in the Senate, whether it is any of our hlack citizens 
who are the beneficiaries of the civil rights legislation he fought 
for, all of us owe a very great ~eht to Hubert Humohrey. 

(Applause.) 
And I \.rant to sav :-~ you tha t if I am fortunate enough to ;'e 

sent t .o represent the p e op le of Ohio in the United States Sena ~.: e: , 

I hope that I will be ~ble to do half the job in the Senate £or t he 
p eople of Ohio and for the people of America that thro11gh r1ll 
those years Hubert Humphrey has <'lone for all of us. 

But we are not talking -- (Applause) -- we are not talking 
ahout the past and of past glories and achievements. Our narty 
and the people of this country are looking for the future. ~e know 
the prohlems that confont us. We know the npport~nities an~ the 
chall s nges that we have, a nd we know there is just one man ~ho hAs 
the ~ ~rsonal qualities, who has the qualities of leaaership that 
Americu requires today in the years r1head, and that is Huhert 
Humphrey, the next president of the United States. 

(App lause.) 
VI CE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you very much. Thank you. 
{A plause.) 
Cries of ''We want Humohrey. '' ) 

~hank you, thank you. 
May I first say to those that have chanted th~t you WRnt 

Humphrey, that Humphrey wants you. Thank you very much. 
(Applause.) 
Mr. John Gilligan -- and this man Gilligan is destineo vrithout 

question to be the next United States Senator from the State of 
Ohio. He is the man. 

(Applause.) 
I want to thank Dr.Cottell for making availahle this 

~uditorium and for his invitation. I couldn't helP but think, 
Doctor, how it helps us on an occasion like this, particularly 
in the last week of a very han'lfought campaign, to stand silently 
for just a moment a.nd to think very c'leeply in pray8rful thought 
about the privileges that are ours in this country as well as our 
responsihilities. And I do thank you so much for helping us today, 
and to you, Mr. ~'Vren, you v!ill have your troubles as we go into 
the question and ans\.ver period, so I will just pay my resnects to 
you now because you are supposed to be the moderator. That is 
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~eferee, you know. 
(Applause.) · 
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We h ave on this p latform a candidate for Congress from this 

district , Virgil V1sser, from the 16th Congressional District of 

Ohio , ~nd I know that Virgil is waging a hardfought camoaign, ann 

t he r eports tha t I have indicate that there may he a new face in 

the Co;1gress of the United States froiTl the 16th District. 

(Applause.) 
Somewhere in this audience from the 14th District is Oliver 

Ocas ek wh.J is the candidate from Akron in the 1 4th Congressional 

District. We want to wish him the very best. 
(Applause.) 

One lady that was not presented , as I recall, from this 

platform is a very ~istinguished woman who is Presently a 

professor at Howard Universi ty, formerly the United States 

ambassador to LuxE~mburCJ , 111rs. Patricia Harris. Mrs. Harris, '"ill 

you please stand? 
(Applause.) 

She is from Washington, D. c. She has served our country 

brilliantly. She is a heautiful woman and hesides she is a 

member of my c ommittee, so I have a special liking for her, and I 

am glad she is sitting so close to Miss Ohio. I wouldn't mind 

b e ing ove r there myself. 
(I\:r>plause. ) 
Nm.r ,. to Ron H3rris, let me just say something about this ma11 

t h a t rou might want to know . First of all, Ron, as he was met at 

t ha virpcrt by his m~~~~ ~ a nd his father, I saw two tears stream 

dm·:-.~. h is mother's fa c 2 in p ride 0ver her son, and is there any 

gre :~ter thrill to a mother than to have a wonderful son \Alho does 

beautlful ly and does not only suoerhly but is the chamo i on, and I 

want ~o say to Mr. and Mrs. Willie Harris h ow proud the United 

States of Ame rica is for Ron Harris, for your son, that hrought 

us a s;reat championship, a gold medal in the Olympics in Mexicn 

City. We are so proud of him. 
(Applause .) 

And I know ~hat Ron' s amhition to be a doctor will he 

ful f i l l ed because he hqs those qualities of perseverance and 

de terr:lination which he exhi h ite0. in the Olympics. 

I wonder if you recall some o f the circuiTls tances . Le t me 

j ust ·te ll yo u, he won that championship under the most diffic11l t 

ci r·::u"":1!";tnaces, R.on had injured his right thumb in a previous 

fight, a nn he had heen afflicted with what they call 

!~ontnzuma's Revenge down in Mexico, which is a little stomach 

trmJ.b l e, dun.ng t he day of his IT'ain fight tor the championship, 

and , consequently, he was not able to eat. He felt very weak, he 

said: and his legs were ruhbery before the fight. But he was 

determi ned to win. He knew he ha~ the qualities of a champion 

and t hos e qualities are great courage, great perseverance, and he 

we~~ into that ring, and I think some of you may have seen him on 

te levision. I saw a replay of some of it last night, and he 

vmnt. on out there and he won . l\nd he has told one of my 

associate s that he was basically a relig ious ma n, that every time 

h e went to his corner during the fight he asked God Almighty to 

give him strength to go out there, and he said he was given that 

strength. What a \vonde rful young man. This man deserves not 

only a gold medal from the Olymp ics, but he r1eserves the highest 

tribnte that can be given to anyone, a great citizen of the 

United States of America, and we are v e ry proud of him. 
(App lause .) 
Thank you. 
Now, Ron, as I looked over the circurnstnaces surrounding 

your fight, it fP.lt a littlP hit like my campaiCJn. I got off to 
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a l ~te start, I am sure I Eprained my thumb or at least did 
S:::'17leth ing ,.~:1en v7e started out because the campaign v1as so late in 
getti~g going. There was a long period of time when we wond~red 
whe ther o r not we could really last it out. Politically the le~s 
were a little ~obbly, but I tell you that I have too prayed fo
strnngth, and I have looked for a number of friends to help mf , 
and I 2m happy to announce to this great audience at Canton, 
Ohio, that I intend to have a chamnionship medal placed around me 
on November 5th. 

(Applause.) 
Ron said at the airport -- they asked him what he was doing he re 

an·:·l ti"le y . said, "How come you came out with the Vier-> Preside nt ," 
and he said, "V.Jinners like to stick together." 

(.Applause.) 
Now this morning in the time that we have I want to make a 

ve~y ~rief statement , and then I would like , if it meets with 
your pleasurG, for you to ask ques t ions, and I shall try to do my 
best to answer them . We a r e at the last week of the campaign, a 

campaign for the highes t office in the gift of the American 
people, and I am determi~ed during this week to demonstrate those 
quali ties that a re vorthy of your faith and confidence. I believe 
that t his is the time to clearly delineate the issues, to restate 
them a s they need to be restated, to refute whnt may be mis
repr~"0ntations, and to carry our case to the public. 

Th8 fundamental issue in this campaign, and I think it is 
in a ny major political contest, has now clearly emered. It is the 
is sue of trust. This ~oes beyond any particular issue. Who~ can 
you t r ust to lead our .. c ...... ~ try in ·:: he next four years, whom can you 
tru~t to win the peace, whom can you trust above all to hold t his 
coun t ry together so that we can trust one another, and whom can 
we t r u s t to try to put a halt to this dangerous costly spiralirg 
arms y- ,: .. ce which lifts the level of danger throughout the world to 
propor t ions which could be catastrophic? 

v:ho can 1 Pncl 7\mP.ri.ca forward a nd lead America together. Trust 
between the people and the president only exists when a man is 
real ly una f raid to face t h e people, when he takes his case 
d irectly to them , when he speaks to them openly, frankly, and 
hnnes~ly, a nd this is why I am here t oday. I know that we don't 
~D. agree on everything, and r eally t hat is relatively unimportant. 
What is important is that we put ourselves -- roake nurselves 
available for the ventilation of ideas, for the cross fi re of 
ideas, and I am here today to hear what you h av e to say, hooeful ly 
to an s~1er your questions, and to let you know what I h a ve in my wi nd 
for the p residency. 

I happen to believe that the American people are entitled to 
kno•,; vJha t we think and that we ought to look upon the American 
peop2 2 as the great jury, to pass judgment on the man, the proqram 
a.nd 'ci': .. e ideas. I think this audience knows that throughout this 
enti re campaign I have beseeched my opposition to enjoy ,.,i th me the 
oppo rtunity of debate, public debate. I think you also know tha t 
dur i. :. r; th is campaign I reminded the Republican nominee many times 
th~t he had failed to appear on a single n ews ne twork show for 
ovg r t~o ~· ears, and only last Pight, for the fir s t time since 1967, 
did the Republican candidate a ppear on a program like Face the 
Nati on . 

I appeared f o r my 18th time ·. on Meet the Press yesterday , 
a nd ~ have appe are d many, many times -- (applause) -- and I have 
appeared many, many times on Face the Nation, on Issues and 
Answe rs , on all the many programs, Caoitol Cloakroom and what 
have you , because I believe tha t a man that seeks public confidence 
a nd public trust must be able to trust the public and he must he 
willing to place himself hcfore that pu0lic. 
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Now th ~ re are many young people , very many, who have great 
con~P.rn about the futur~ of this country, and they are rightfully 
a s k ing many questions, and particularly young people who are asking 
q~estions about the people in America, who have been left out, who 
have b e en forgotten, millions of them. 

By the way, you know the champions of ~merica, the talent of 
America, don't always come from the high and the mighty. This 
you~J man that is on this platform, his father is a stealworker, 
a nd I am sure that that father knows the ravages of unemployment. 
I am sure that he has had his hard and dark days and, therefore, 
one of i:he things that is uppermost in my mind in this campaign is 
ho"T will we maintain this economy, how will we keep it growing ana 
expandinJ as it has been these last eight years so that the 
fathers and t h e mothers of other Ron Harris's will not be without 
jobs, because jobs mean opportunity, and there are so many in 
America that have had to suffer far too much because some people 
look upon human beings as statistics rather than to look upon them 
as heart and soul, flesh and blood. 

(Applause.) 
The main reason -- the main reason that I entered nuhli~ life 

when I first r a n for mayor of Minneapolis in 1945 was to help 
bring to all Americans full participation in the life of this 
count:.y , and I can say to this audience that during those two terms 
nf my mayorship that we established programs of training and 
rehau~~~~~tion for our unemployed. The first vocational rehabilita
tion program or mct~n~r-litan significance came under that 
admi~istration of mine w~~n over 85 percent of the cases that were 
on relief were trained for jobs, placed in jobs, so that they had 
a chance to be self-respecting, earning, productive citizens, 
rather than to be supplicants at the welfare office. 

The first human relations council in the United States was 
established under my mayorshipr ~ho £ir~t fair employment 
practices ordinance enforcible was established during that time, 
Why? Because I believe that every American, regardless of race, 
color, creed, background or how he spells his name is entitled 
to every opportunity that this country can offer. 

(Applause.) 
I have spent a lifetime now of trying to promote that cause of 

opportunity. I think what our young people want · · more than 
anything else. To be sure, social security is important, and we 
built that into our system, not with the help of the opposition 
but we built it into our system. We have that today. 
But -- (applause) -- but America is a young nation, and it is 
getting younger, and what young people want is opportunity. They 
want a abanoe to be a doctor. 

I happen to lmaw Bob Gibeoa _..,_ •U of ~ lt.. x.outa 
Cardinals, a great pitcher. He is a good friend of mine. Bob 
Gibson has a little book entitled "From the Ghetto to Glory," 
frc~ the ghetto to glory, from poverty to wealth, from despair 

to fa:-ne. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the undeveloped resources of America are 

immense, and I am not talking about the mineral resources alone. 
I am talking about the human resources. The human resources of 
this country in the areas of the poor, in the hills and valleys 
of rural America, in the slums and the ghettos of urban America, 
those undeveloped and human resources represent the greatest 
power and the greatest strength and the greatest wealth that this 
cou~try will ever have, and I intend to help develop it. 

(Applause.) 
Let's talk very straight on this subject. You know, one of 

the things that you know in politics is what people are saying 
about you, you hear about it, and some of it .isn't very 
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complimentary, and you sometimes have to face up to it. 
I know what the opposition has heen saying hehind the scenes, 

and I ~ill give you sore~ straight talk. They say law and order, 
and wha t sore of them mean is really black and white. That is 
\\7 ~1 a t t-: e y mea n. 

(ll.pp l a Pse.) 
Decause l et me make it very clear, that there is no people 

that ne ed law a nd order any more than the poor and the deprived . 
They are the 0reatest victims of lawlessness. They a re the ones 
who a re set upon more often. They need protection, and there 
ought ta b e safe streets and safe neighborhoods. Put may I say 
that you don't get it by putting bumper stickers on your cars. You 
get i t by backing your law enforcement agencies, and you get it 
by being willing to cay the bill. 

They say , for example, th i s opposition, that Humohrey wants 
to give a black man a j ob, or when t hey are out in the Southwes t nf 
the United States t hey say he wants to give a Soa nish-surnamed 
American a j ob, a Mexi can-America n a joh. I heard it, I v1as out 
there , eouthwest Te xas, New Mexico, Los Ange les, and they spread 
th is amongst what they c a ll the white blue collar workers, and they 
try to make p eople bel ieve that this program t hat I advocate will 
mean t hat the ~hite man will lose his job. 

They say it will be your jo0, Mister, that Mr. Humphrey i s 
trying to take. 

~nd then they say that 
let ne tell you something . 
job. I n f a ct I want t n see 
oppcr tun i ty for a goo, · 1 ~-, • . • 

{Applause.) 

Humphrey wants to go too fast. Well, 
I do want to see a hlack man get a qood 
everyone in this country to h a ve an 

I do~'t care what his color is. 

Dut let me be equally clear, when someone gets a job who 
did~ ' t have one before, it doesn't threaten your job. It helps 
you. When s omebody gets an education or gets some training who 
didn't have it before, all of us benefit. America benefits as 
each and eve ry pe~son raises himself up out of the despair of the 
sl~ms and of poverty. And all of this doubt and suspicion that i s 
c as t a round t h is country today, saying that what we are doing i s 
goi~g too fast, we are trying to push people too much, that comes 
from people who have v ery li ttle faith and have very little under
sta nding of the character of the American people. 

I am here to say that as we benefit from j"obs,America henefits. 
And I noted last night that Mr. Nixon in the Face the Nation show 
h ad something to say about the Job Corps, and I made note of it, 
and I was going to just read it to you. 

Mr. Nixon indicated that he would, if elected president, d o 
away with the Job Corps, which is one of the most successful 
programs undertaken in recent years to help underp rivileged young 
people become productive, taxpaying citizens. 

Now the Job Corps recruits only those who are the drooouts. 
The 0ob Corps takes c a re of those who apparently for some reason 
or another couldn't make it elsewhere or we re denied an opportunity . 

. ·row we have had 135 , 000 young rn.en trained in the Job Corps, 
young men and women. Most of them are earning good mone y. Their 
average -- their average hourly pay before they came into the Job 
Co r ps ~a s 70 cents, if they had a joh. Their average hourly pay 
af t er they left the Job Corps was $2 an hour, a great deal of 
d iffer unce . And wha t is more, 70 percent of all that had been 
t rained in the Job Corps got a job, 10 percent went into the 
mil itary a nd 20 pe rce nt went back to school. It is a pretty good 
record, and I ~ight mention that Mr. George Foreman, Mr. George 
Foreman, 1968 Olympic gold medal winner, and I think Ron may 
r emember him, was receiving that medal in Mexico City just about 
the time Mr. Nixon was calling for the abolition of the Job Corps, 
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c;_ :~d Mr . Foreman publicly at the awards ceremony gave all credit 
for hi s success to the Job Corps of which he was a recent 
graduate. And Mr. Nixon says abolish it. 

(.l".pp lause. ) 
Let me tell you, my friends, no matter what the cost may he to 

train a nonproductive, unemployed person, that cost is a wise 
investment. It comes back, and the government has a way of gettinG 
back what it spends. Did you ever hear ahout withholding? 

(Ln..ughter.) 
The government can't make any revenues, gets no revenues off 

a relief client, but there has never been a man who had a job that 
t he government didn't do pretty well by, and when a boy comes out of 
the Jo~ Corps, no matter what you spend on him, he will pay into 
the Federa l Treasury, the state and local treasuries, much more than 
all the coct of the training put together, and what's more he is 
a self-respecting, productive citizen, and in the instance of Hr. 
Fore~an he is a world champion. 

Now, Mr. Nixon, answer that. 
(Applause.) 

Now, my friends, when we create productive, self-sustaining, 
self-respecting citizens then we do get real law and order, and 
what's more we do 'V-That is right. 

Yes, I want to chanqe things. I hope you do, too. I hope 
every young man and woman will want to right all the wrongs. I 
hope that your sense of idealism will burn for years. I hope you 
will never be complacent. I hope that you will never say that 
things are all right. I hope you will realize that we need to 
build and we need to p=a~rcss, and I hope we will understand that t he 
next 25 years of our national life can be the most exciting and the 
most dramatic years of human existence, that is if we can prevent 
t h is world from being blown to pieces, which is the search for 
peace itself, and if we can keep this country held together, and 
we must. ~-.Je built this country together. 

The railroadsr the highways, our great buildings and homes, 
they were built by black and white, they were built hy every race, 
creed, and nationality, and we need to be able to build even more 
in the days ahead, but wha t we need more than anything else is to 
build a sense of confid ence in each other, to reject these spokes
men of suspicion and doubt. 

Take a look, look around this audience, take a look on this 
platform, taY-e a look at the people who are doing things in America 
today and ask yours~lf, Can I trust them? Of course you can. And 
un l ess we can trust each other, how can \ve trust God 1\.lmighty, 
because created man in his own image, and if you can't trust what 
God created, what good does it do to put on your currency "In God 
We Trust"? I suggest you also put on there, "In Each Other We 
Trust, " and then we start to really do something for this country. 

(Applause.) 
This is why I am at this campaign because I think a great 

national referendum is being taken. I think the third party 
candioate in this campaign represents -- he represents retreat into 
the wor ld of unreality, into the dark stages of yesterday. I think 
the Repub lican nominee represents standstill. He doesn't '"'ant to 
move, He says we have gone too fast and too far. He doesn't say 
he wants to go back, in all fairness, but may I say to him that the 
man v1ho stands still in the flowing stream, the tides and the wate rs 
move by him; and the world is moving whether Mr. Nixon likes it or 
not, and so is 1\.merica, and it is changing and our job, it seems 
to me, is to try to bring these forces of change into a pattern of 
constructive development. America is a nation of builders, not 
des troyers. America is a nation of people that have been able to 
do what some people thought was impossible and made it possible. 
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If ever there wa s a time for us to have faith in our institutions, 
if ever t:-: r::::-e t·a s a time to infuse those institutions with a 
ne,·l sense of moral commitment, if there ever was a time for us to 
have a g reat pride of citizenship and to see that that citizenship 
is spread to everyone, and the meaning of that citizenship app lied 
to everyone, it is now, and I call upon the young people of Americ~ 
to stand up and say that we are going to see to it that the old 
wrongs are righted, that the injustices of yesterday are overcome, 
th~t you have the faith to do the job, and I ask you to give me your 
help in get t ing that job done. 

Now, I am ready for your questions. 
MR. WREN: As you have questions, would you raise your hand, 

please, and then as I call on you, would you ~ove to a microphone 
that y o u will find down in the aisles after you have bee n called 
on? 

This gentleman up here, would you move to this microphone, 
please? 

QUESTION: In what role do you see the Federal Government play 
in financing or helping to finance education in private colleges 
and u n iversities? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We presently have what we call the 
Higher Education Ac~ which aids institutions of higher education 
in the construction of the needed facilities, that is the physical 
plant. Also -- and by the way the most recent hill in that area 
for the next five years represented a $7.3 billion commitment. 'The 
Hi0he r Education Act was passed in 1965. It was one of the bills, 
by the way, which Mr. ~:ix8n voted no on when he had his chance as 
vi~e president, when th0 ~ i ll was tied in the Congress of the 
United States, in the Sena~e of the United States. The only time 
the vice president can eve r vote in the Senate is when there is a 
tie, and Mr. Nixon did not use his vote to break that tie in order 
to pass the Aid to Education bill. 

Now, there are other things that we can do and that we have 
done. For example , research grants, very substantial research 
grants go to the universities today; unde r the ijational Defense 
Education Act, under the Nationa l Institutes of Health, out o f the 
different departments of governmen-t , from the National Science 
Founda~ion, from the Office of Education and Library Service, from 
the u.s. Public Health Service, from NASA, the Na~ional Aeronautics 
and Space Agency, there are a host of gr~nts, there is a sum total 
today of over $13 billion in the federal hudget for aid to all forms 
of education -- graduate, unde rgraduate, e lementa ry and seconrlR~y. 

On~ other form of aid which has been very helpful is in what 
we call student loans, guaranteed student loans and scholarships . 
Presently there are 750,000 young men and women in colleges and 
unive rsities who are there today hecause of student loans and 
scholarships. That proy~am is being expanded, and may I say it is 
one that does not cost the government. The money is repaid, but i ·c. 
perrn.~. ts a student to have the money to go to school during a time 
\!hen he is relatively non-productive in his earning power and to 
repay at a time when he is productive. In fa c t it ma y be at the 
h 2ight of his earning power. 

So there are many things that we have done, and we want to 
continue to do them. 

I want to s a y that i11vest-mPnt- iT\ o ... 1u\::at.ion is .exactly that, 
it yields a tJ:·emE::::uduus uivic'!cnd, and in the next 25 to 30 years 
we a r e going to have to double the capacity of o ur higher education 
establi3hments in America, because of the growth in student Gn
~~ollment. Fifty-four percent of the American families now have a 
s o n or a daughter in college. In ten years it is estimated tha t 
ov s r 70 percent will have a son or daughter in college, and with the 
gro~th in population, another 100 million by the next -- in the 
next 25 years. We are going to have to build more college classroom 
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space, more facilities in the next 25 years than in the last 300, 
than in the last 300, in order to accommodate the increase in 
student enrol l ment, and that cannot be done by state colleges or 
by private schocls without federal help, and this is why I have 
been an early advocate since the first day I came to the Senate in 
1 949 of federal aid to education. I think it is the only way 
we can keep up our educational plant. 

{Applause.) 
MR. WREN: The lady with the pink sweater. Will someone give 

her a microphone? No. 6. 
QUESTION: Vice President Humphrey, do you feel that your 

administration or the Republican administration could end the war 
in Vietnam in the near future? 

VICE PR~SIDENT HUMPHREY: It is my hope -- and I say it is a 
very much live hope -- that the present administration will be able 
to end this war. There are more -- very sensitive negotiations 
underway, as you knew. They h a ve been exceed ingly sensitive the 
last t~o weeks, and I hope and pray that these negotiations can he 
successful. 

As you know, there is a lull in the fighting, the very lowest 
rates of casualties t hat we have ever had in the war was in the 
last we ek. I think this has some significance. Now I can't 
predi c t whether or not these present negotiations will succeed. 
I do fael that there is reason for hope. But let me say quite 
candidly to you that the next administration, and if it is my 
Qdmin istration, will have as its highest priority to bring this wa~ 
to an end and to find R way of doing it. 

I h.:.ve said that th"~:-e are acceptable risks that we must take 
for pca.c:e. I address e>d myself to that in my speech in Salt Lake 
Ci ·ty on a nationwide telecast, and I believe that this President 
has a t his heart more than anything else to bring this war to an 
end. 

President Johnson has had to go through all of the abuse tha t 
comes because ou~ nation has been at war, and if any man has a 
stake in peace, he has it. But if he is unable to do it, then the 
next administration -- · and I trust and hope that it will be mine -
must do everything within its capacity to bring this war to an end. 
First to de-Americanize it, to bring b~ck our troops, to place our 
resources to work here at home, and to find some way to bring about 
a political settlement of this conflict. But let's hope that it 
can be done before that, because every day that the war goes on 
is an expenditure of lives and resources ,and no human mortal, no 
mortal should "l.'lant this war to last an extra day. 

(Applause.) 
MR. WREN: The boy right next to you. 
QUESTION: What is your opinion of the lottery system versus 

the present draft system? 
VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: The present draft system to me ir

tota lly unacceptable. I think that the lottery system is 
(applause) -- and may I say that I have already talked to members 
of the Congress, and when I am elected your president one of the 
first pieces of legislation that we will offer will be to chanqe 
this draft law so that it has some elements of fairness within it 
so t hat a young man knows whether or not he is going to be 
called. 

I think that the greatest tragedy 
Service System is the uncertainty that 
men want to know "Well I or won't I?" 
Jrawn at age 19, then you ar free. If 
way the game goes. 

of the present Selective 
is in it. I think young 
And if your number isn't 
you are drawn, that is the 

You know, it is the draw of the lot, and I think 
young people I have talked to feel that way about it, 
get it done for you, my friends. 

most of the 
and \ole will 

{App lause.) 



9 

rm . l'lREN: The lady to your immediate left. 
QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, will you please explain t he 

r u ling handed down by the United States Supreme Court regarding 
Bibl e readi ng and pra y ers in public schools? Is it mandatory or 
flex i b le? 

VICE PRESI DENT HU.HPHREY : Hell, frankly I a m not a j udge, a n n 
I am not t ry i ng t o evade you r que stion. As I r e c a ll, RS I 
recollect, t he decision said to the effect that mandatory r~adi ng 
'i.'·C:s not '''i thin the first amendment of the Constitution, and that 
is my rec ol lection of it. 

I can 1 t recall the case in p a rticul a r. I am not a l awyer , I 
~egret to tell you, but it is my view that the court ruled that it 
c o u ld not be ma de by a school board ma ndatory within the scho o l s. 

MR. WREN : All right. The gentleman that is sta nd ing in the 
b a c k o r l e t' s get tha t one first a nd t hen let's get t he other 
gentleman stand i ng in the middle h e re, the fellow with the white 
c oa t o n . 

QUESTION : Mr . Humphre y, this s umme r y o u we r e elected as the 
nomine e for t he Democrati c Convention in the infamous Chicago 
rally, and you tooJ: as y o ur platfo rm a t tha t time the platform tha t 
t h e men set up f or you. At that time you accep ted Mr. Johnso n all 
t he w~y, you got t h e nomination beca use you wholeheartedly approved 
Mr . Johns o n . Since that time you have made two different types c f 
spoak.ing v1hich have changed your Vietnam policy, the last one is 
in S~ l t Lake City. Also since that time you have tried to . 
d i vorce your self,so to s p eak, from Mr. Johnson because t hat has 
been an infamous admini stration. 

I would like to h ave your views on this. Is it trying me r ely 
t o buy vo tes? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : vJell, first of all, let me s a y tha.t 
the •l a·tform of the Democratic Party Wi'l.S written b y t h e members of 
t hat. convent ion a fter heated debate. Compa r e d to the Republican 
P.J.rty t .here is no comparison. Our convention was an o pen conventi o.11 . 
The:~ ,~ were - -

(C:r.ies of " no" -- boos.) 
(App lause . ) 
Well , t here were f our hours o f debate, time equally divided, 

on t he Vietnam pla n k . The p a rty plat.f orm also included within the 
mo de rni zation o f the p a r t y structure the a bo l itio n of the uni t 
rule. Hearings were held in three cities , they were held f o r a 
period o f two weeks, they wcro ~11 ~pon to the p r c 3s. 

I would suggest that if you would read the New Yo r k Times 
editoria l of this mo rning, you would find a rathe r objective analysis 
of what happened at that convention in the conventio n. What 
h a p pened outside was deplorable. What happ ened inside the con
ve~tion was within the traditions, may I si'ly, of a hot, hea ted 
debate in which there was surely a majority and a minority both nf 
whic h expressed their point of view very vigorously. 

Now, secondly, on the matter of Mr. Johnson. I have bee n 
v ery proud to be Vice President of the Unite d State s. I think 
t h<::.t the accomplishments o f this a dministra t ion wil l go do~rm in 
h i s tory as some of the best -- in the fie l d of e ducation, of 
healt h (a p p l a use), in the field of educa t i on, of hea lth, of 
con~umer pro t e ction , of conserva tio n, a h ost of areas of legisla
t ion . 

Particula rly in the e d uca tion field never has the re heen Rny-
thi~g equa l to i t. 

Now, the o ne thin g that h a s caused the President grave trouble 
is the war in Vietnam. But might I suggest that the origina l 
corrmi tment o n tha t war ~Jas made in 1954, and mig ht I also sugge st 
( <~pp laus f-:> ) -- mi ght I also suggest with complete a ccuracy that i t 

W3 S Mr. Richa r d Nixon who at the time that the French were there 
as a c o l onial power called upon the United State s to send Ameri c Gn 
arme d for ces into Vietnam to save a colonial regime and no 
Democra t has ever done that. 
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(li.'-'Pl~tlse.) 

'J'Tmv , finally, now finally may I say that my position has n~t 

changed. My positio n on Vietnam has always been for political 
settle ment. My position on Vietnam a number of times in this 
a~min is tration was for a bombing pause. We had eight of them, I 
3upported them. I believe that the only purpose of a bomhing p a u s 0 
v ould be to encourage the processes of peace, and I have said, and 
I quoted, and I have sa~d a number of times, as I said in Salt 
Lnke City, I would stop the bombing of the north as an ~ccep tablP 
r isk f o r peace because I believe it could lead to success in t he 
n~gotiations and in a shorter war, and this would be the best 
pro tection of our troops. 

In weighing that risk and before taking action, I would place 
key importance on evidence, direct or indirect, by deed or word, 
c f Communist willingness to restore the demilitarized zone 
b e tween North anc1 South Vietnam. 

At no time has t h e Vice President ever said that we should 
place our troops in jeopardy . At n o time has the Vice President 
ever said that we shoald have a unilatera l bombing halt. At no 
time has the Vice President of the United States suggested that 
we should have an enforced or imposed coalition govern~ent. 

My position has been an accurate position, has been a con
sistent position. 

I was asked once whether or not I could accpet the minority 
plank in the platform, and I said at the time that I thought I co~ l d 

bu·t :: "muld have to make my own delineations. ~t.Jhat do I mean b y 

that ? Thn.t I would have to state what was my view, and t hat -,ri ew 
h~s h e e n stated succinc t ly and carefully and that is why I 
s t a ted i t at Salt Lake City so there could be no doubt. 

Now , Mr. Nixon last night saw fit to pretend that he was a 
gre a t d e fe nder of President Johnson. I thought that was most 
intGres ti~g. He spent a good deal of his life tearing at the 
DGmo c r a tic Party. He said it was the party of treason, and he has 
spe nt a good d e al of his time recently saying that we have a 
security gap a n d will have a survival gap. He spent a good deal o f 
t i.1"'1e recently ta lkin<J about Vie1:nam which he said \'las untalkable 
a nd untoucha b le until just a few weeks a go, and Mr. Nixon knows 
\,r1at my position is and so do you, and the position was clearly 
s t a ted so there could be no doubt about it, so the theology about 
' l.t. et.nam could not be distorted because it becomes a theology, and 
·thn-t is "'hy I made my speech in Salt Lake City, and it stands, and 
i t mak e s sense, and if it is abided by, it can lead to peace. 

(Applause.) 
r-m. . HREN: The gentleman standing with the white coat. 
QUESTION: Mr. Humphrey, Hr. Wallace said he wants law and 

orde r, but is it not so that Alabama has had the highest murder 
r a t e in the country? 

VI CE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: \<lell, let me tell you "!.-That I think 
a bou t Mr. Wallace's law and order. If that were the kind of law 
a~d o r der that we were to have throughout this country, we could 
s ay God bless 1\merica as sort of a, \-T-ell, I don't know, n.s a 
pi t i ful prayer, beca use ~labama does have the highest murder r~te 
in t h e e.nion . 

Sec o nd ly, it has the second or third highest aggravated 
a ssault rate, and e verybody knows that the kind of law and order 
t hat Mr . v7a llace ·t:llks about is repression, that it has nothin~r 
to do with justic~ , and the whole questjcn of law and order is not 
only t h e matter of equal protection of the laws, the equal 
e n forcement of the laws, vigorous enforcement of the laws, but 
also, may I s a y, a vigorous push for social justice in this country 
so tha t p e op le will have some reason to observe the la\oJ and to 
love the law and to love their country. The two go together, 
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:.:~-'··' 1. 1 on1e r .:l w l r ivi l justice insofar a s this c a ndidate is con-

Mr . Wallace h as a di f ferent r o lJlt of view. He says repres s 
t.h r~m. He: s."l:-i s; ;' If you lie r,m.-11 in front of my car, I will run ove r 
_:-''C il . h 

lve don't. net~ <'i t-hat kind of law and order. They don't need it 
i -, A l n h r-ull.:t , it didn't work there, and it isn't needed in 
vJ, ~ h~r :r ton . Tha nk goodness we won't have it . 

(Applause.) 
NR . WREN: Mr. Parks , the gentleman behind you with the blue 

shirt and the tie. 
QUESTION : Mr. Humphrey, the National Rifle Association 

J ourna l , a nd I don't support the Nationa l Rifle Association, but it. 
quo ted you as stating that you had changed your position four times 
o n gun control in 36 h ours, and also it \IIJas my understanding tha t 
Mr . Wallace before he entered this r a c e was a Democrat. So all 
those things occurre d under a Democratic rule, right? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY~ Well, fir s t of all, may I say -
(a pplause -- crie s of boo) -- is that your question? 

QUESTION : Hy question is about the 1Hfle Association, what is 
your position on gun control now? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY ~ My position on gun control is first 
of all there should be registration of all guns. That is number one , 
r egistra tion. 

(Applause.) 
I spelled it out in particulars . I have never cha nged my 

positio n . I backed t he l e gislation in the Congress. We have now 
reg is tration in terms of the mail order but I helieve that the r e 
ought t o be very effective gun control registration laws. I would 
hope tha t that could b e accomplished by the states. If it cannot, 
the n the Congress of the United States should set those standard s . 
I ne v e r c hang e d it. I know it is not a popular position. I know 
it c o s t s o ne votes , but I don't care . I happen to think that the 
use -- tha t the promiscuous use of lethal weapons in this country 
i s one of the gre at sad things of present current day America, 
and I think we h ave got to have some way to kee p these weapons out 
o f the h a nd s o f p e ople who are mentally disturbed, who are dope 
addicts or who have crimina l behavior, and I know of no better way 
to do i .t than effective gun control and registration laws, and I 
s upport it r Rifle Association or not. 

Now, l~t ~ s talk about Mr. Vvallace' s being a Democrat. So wa.s 
Strom Thurmond . Good riddance to both of them. 

(Applause.) 
Those are the kind of Democrats that we don ' t need. 
(Applause.) 

MR. WREN : All right, in the back. 
QUESTION: Now that the election is so near, Mr. Nixon is 

beginning to t a lk about the survival gap. ~'lill you tell us s or~ ~:. · 
t h ing wh a t y ou would like done in defense of this country? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY ~ The que stion was on the -- Mr. 
Nixon's charges on the survival gap a nd security gap. I have 
I r eleas ed a sta tement l a st night which I wo u l d like to just f o r a 
~oment, if you don 't mind - - a p age here -- to read to you. 

On Thursday, Mr . Nixon charge d tha t the Ke nnedy and Johnson 
i'\drni nistrati o n s had created a " security gap" wh ich ~10uld become a 
,. :..; urv:. val gap ·' unless vas t ne w mili t n.ry . e xpenditures were 
t'naertat~:?n. Then he outlined what s ome of those projects would be. 

C·~l f'3.r_-:e t he Nc=t tion Mr. Nixon did not, hmvever, substantiate 
>i ~ charqe whe n he was cros s -examined because he knows that the 
fol l owing is true : Our nuclear retaliatory f o rces are large ly 
ma '' e up of Minutemen missiles buried beneath the ground, protected , 
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o;•·.:i .:.. '·-:1 laris !"'1.ir' :~ iles at sen. We have u. thousand Minuteman ICPJ1s 
;·. , .w a,~ oppos ·.·~d to 28 when Hr. Nixon left office. YAle have 41 
Pclar:i_s submarines "'Ti th 556 missiles now· as compared to three 
-:;u:-;ma :::-ines \-lith 48 less powerful missiles in 1961, and \ve continue 
to ~nintain our superiority in -- over the Soviet Union in long
<. Gng~ bombers and tactical aircraft. 

The s e cure Minuteman and Polaris missiles and those bo~bc r s 
~ ~·e ~~e cor~erstone of what we call our deterrent capacity or our 
as~urad defense. We are without question the strongest and the 
most secure nation on earth, and that security is u~derminec by 
ir~esponsible statements that, first of all, erode the cnnfi~encc 
o £ our allies and tempt our enemies to miscalculate. 

Now what Mr. Nixon said was tht the Soviets were gaining hut 
he interprets that to be that there is a security gap. 

Let me t e ll this audience that there is such unbelievahle 
nuclear power in our arsenal , and to~~y i ~deed in the Soviet's, 
that the f irst excha nge of nuclear weaponry between these super 
g iants v1ould cos t 250 mil l ion lives, a.:1d there would still be plenty 
o f missiles lef~ for the second and third round. 

Now we are not e ngaged in just piling up weapons for the sake 
o f statistics, to make it appear that if you got three times as 
n ny n issile s as the Soviet that you are three times as strong. 
If y o u have killed 250 million people in the first hlasts, it 
c~ce s n' t really make much difference hnw strong you are. For all 
practical purposes, organ~zed society has been destroyed. 

Now, the fact is we h re the strongest, and Mr. Nixo n knows it. 
The f ac t is that what we nught to be engaging in now i s carefully 
::J.anned negotiations : ·1 r r. ~uce the arms race, to hal t it, and if 
puss~ble to turn it back, a nd Mr. Nixon has never heen for this. 
Rr called t he Nuclear Test Dan Treaty a cruel hoax a nd 
= ~ ~ . ·strophic nonsense. Yet Thursday night or Friday night o f t h is 
~eck he had the unR~ulterntcd gall to speak of the Nuclear Test 
D~D Treaty as if he were for it when he fought it with e verything 
a·:: his command. 

I was the c o- ~1 thor of that in the Senate. I we nt to Moscow 
fo r i t.s signing, a nd \ 1rheL Preside nt Kennedy signed it in Washington , 
hr; h ~·. nc1ed me the pen and s aid , "Hubert, this is your treaty. " 

I ha'.7 e been engaged for a long time in my public life in 
matters relating to arms control, the chairman nf tht DisarnnM0nt 
.:;~,bcomD'li ttee or ·the Senate, the author of the Arms Control and 
D2.sar.-.1u.ment Agency of your government. Three time s a renresenta~.ivc 
of this count ry in Geneva, Switzerland, at conferences on dis
arma~8nt and arms control, a representative at the United Nations 
-,;i)rking on this subject, and I have helped negotiate the most 
recE.t treaty called the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to stop 
the spread of nuclear weapons. 

Hhat did Mr. Nixon do about that? When it takes a two-thir::ts 
vnte in the Senate to ratify a treaty~-80 nations had signed i t - 
it -..ms our idea -- took us several years to negotiate it, I1r . 
;\! ixon said he was for it but not now . Now he comes around and 

says he would be for it next January. v!hat kind of noli tics is thai: ? 
I:.: .s-2ems to me that the J'l1ost important thina that we can do is to 
stop the spread in nuclear we apons. Mr. Nixon in his sneech failed 
b~ mcn~i0n a single word about the offensive and defensive missile3 

':': ~· .ich if they are deployed in the y ears ahead will cost this 
c:c· :1 ::. :·: ·:/ mi lli.o:.s of dol lars, and the Soviet Union an C'1ual amount, and 
~~~n I b~c me your pres ident , the first thing that I am going to do 
:::.. ·~G •--...:y to find some '"ay t o en~aae the Soviet Union and other 
p;)•rs r s in talks to stoo the spread of these weapons, to stop the 
d ·-?lo~~~nt of the a n tiballistic missile system in the Soviet Union 
<1:1i h.ere r to s top the -- halt the arms race and hopefully to cut b ac:< 
C· . ccn?E:>il·ticnal weapons, because we need to :'..m'ler the level of 
danger, l a dies and gentlemen. The level of danger in this world is 
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t-.o o hiah nov1, a !'.cl. I snhmi t to you tha t Hr. Nixon does not kno~' hc•:1 
t0 ·;,:n~J. uc ~. the wo rks cf peace . He is incapable of it by his 
~-.ho,~qh ':: and by his record and by his pro~ram. 

(Appl G.use.) 
Mr- . l1REN: All rig-ht. Call on this gentleman ltli th the red· · 

c lle c ke d coat, and before he comes to the mike, I \'Tant to say I am 
extrem~ly sorry this is the last question, the Vice President has 
to be i n Akr nn, and after this question and the Vice President h as 
gi ·~n h is a nswer, would you please stay in your seats until t h e 
Vi c e Pr e sident has left the h~ll.Thank you. 

QUESTION~ Hr. Vice President, Mr. Curtis Lemay severa l days 
aqo m?de a statement to the . effect that if he were elected , he wo~ld 
nc longer tolerate conscientious objectors to war of any type . Do 
yr::H see in the future of our society a continued place for 
con~~ientious objectors on the basis of religion? 

VICE P f'..l-~S I DENT HUI~PHP.EY : I surely d o, and I don ' t think 
C~rtis Le m,;.,y has c:ny chance whatsoe v e r t:o be ele cted to office, so 
dc.:n 't worry. 

(Applause .) 
MR. lr1REN : Ple a se rema in in your seats, please. 
VICE PRESIDE!'-:T HUMPHREY~ Hay I say just one final word to 

you. I hope e veryb ody will realize this week is a critical week. 
'.i.'his has b e en a h a re fight. ~'!e are on the march, \'Te are on the 
'i.J.pKard t r e nd. I finally got ~·lr. Nixon to talk. It took some time 
'!:-:J Q:J i t . His well planne d C.:lmp <"l.iqn is c o!!l.ing af)art. I now wn.n t 
:,•cu t:o go on out and v1ork. If you don't have a b umper sticker, make 
one . If you don't have a pin, make one. Call people on the 
:_:~"' lE ;..::h,:me . Let's win t hi s election. Ne "Ylill have a g r eat v ir.·tor:'/ . 



NTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

I 

The fundamental issue in this campaign has now clearly 

emerged. It is the issue of trust. Yl'M~ 
Whom can you trust to lead this country for the next four 

years? 

Whom can you trust to win the peace? 

Whom can you trust to hold this country together and end 

the arms race? 

Who can lead America forward? 

Trust between the President and the people only exists when 

a man is unafraid to face the people -- when he takes his case 

directly to them -- honestly and openly. 
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That is why I am here today ... to hear what you have to say 

... to answer your questions ... to let you know what I have in mind 

for the Presidency. 

There are many young people here who have concern for the 

future of this country -- and particularly for the people in America 

who have been left out ... who are still citizens only in name, not 

in fact. 

L I have concern, too. 

One of the reasons I entered public life was to help bring~ 

Americans to full participation in the life of this country. 

Let's talk straight. 

I know what the opposition is saying behind the scenes. 

They say 11law and order 11 but they really mean black and white. 

They say: Humphrey wants to give a black man a job. He wants 

to give a Span Ish-surnamed -American a job. 

And it will be your job. 

Humphrey wants to go too fast. 
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Let me tell you something: 

Yes, I want to give a black man a job. 

I want everybody in this country to have a job. 

have one before ... when somebody gets education or training who 

dldn 't have it before -- all of us benefit. 

We lift the country. :r-------1 We create new tax-ppying citizens. Then, we get real law 

and order. 

4 d what's more, we do what is right. 

l!_es: I want to change things. I want to change them for the 

better. 

I say this count'e~n and divided. 

We don't have to each other. 
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We can bu lid th 1s country together --just as we built the 

railroads ... just as we built our highways ... just as we built 

the buildings of mortar and steel in our great cities. 

I say: Now is the time to stand up for America. 

j Now Is the time for everyone who cares to join hands in thIs 

country ... to stand up against suspicion and hate ... to stand up 

against those wh ant to sto this country's journey into the future. 

[ TQ is is ~lL9f us. . -·-

I seek to work through the Presidency of the United States. 

I shall be counting on all of you --young and old for your support 

and your participation. -
Now, let me hear from you. 

---------··. 
# # # 
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