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REMARKS OF VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY 
UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION NATIONAL WORKS 

MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1968 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. 
Thank you. Thank you very much, Mayor Elko. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the first thing I want you to know is that 
the Mayor of McKeesport gave me this big key. And I looked ati, 
and it is just exactly the right size for the front door of the 
White House. 

{Applause) 
And I am going to hang onto it. And I am going to use it, 

with your help, on November 5. We will get into that place, 
now, if you help me with your votes on November 5 for Humphrey 
and Muskie. How about it? 

{Applause) 
My dear friends, first of all I want to acknowledge the 

presence of and the great candidacy of a gentleman that -an 
represent this 20th Congressional District, and one that you ought 
to support all the way -- and that is Joe Gaydos. Joe, are you 
here? 

{Applause) 
And we have here -- and by ~he way, he has the prettiest wife. 

Come on up here, Mrs. Gaydos. You will get him a lot ofvotes. 
I tell you, if any of you have any doubts about Joe, take a look 
at her. Isn't that nice? 

{Applause) 
And by the way, when you get a chance --I'm. sorry that 

Mrs. Humphrey isn't here --a lot of folks say "I don't know 
about that Humphrey, but I sure go for his Muriel". And I think 
that you would like her, too. 

And then I have here with us today ~he man that you are 
going to re-elect to the United States Senate, a real fighter 
for you folks out here -- Joe Clark. 

{Applause) 
And I hope our friend ishere, Bob Casey. Is Bob here, too? 

Well, come on up here, you good-looking Irishman. Take a look 
at that fellow. Yes, sir. And Bob -- Aud itor General of 
the State of Pennsylvania -- and you are going to elect him. And I 
predict to you that you are going to elect him to a lot of other 
jobs before he is through with his public life, because he is a 
remarkable man. 

Now -- where is my friend, Len --- Len Stacy. Well, Len 
here is the man that runs things, they tell me, in this country. Is 
that right? 

Anyway, he is a dear friend, and we want to thank him for 
being here with us today. 

Mr. Mayor, I will just take a little while here with 
these great griends of mine, the steel workers. This is Local 
1408. And I suppose we have some other folks here from other 
unions. 

I am proud, proud to have had all of my puhlic life the 
support of my friends in organized labor. 

I am proud that the leadership of organized labor is 
able to say to their members that in all of the votes that lahor 
had n interest in in the Congress -- and they listed 191 of 
them -- I never was found voting wrong once. And that is a 
pretty good record, may I say -- not once. 

{Applause) 
But one of the things that the working man and his family 

are interested in -- not just his union, even though that is 
very important -- very, very important -- our trade unions have 
done so much for our country, so much for the families of working 
people in this land. 
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Dut laboring p eop le ~nd the trade union peonle, the l abor 
organizations are intereste0 in n lot of thinas. An~ thev have . J . ~ been interested in things which the Re p uh lican cand idate and his 
party have not shown much interest in. 

For example, they have been interester1 in ecucation. The first 
people to fight for education in this country we re workers a nd 
their organizer} lal ,nr unions. 

Mr. Nixon, the Repuhlican cand idate, has yet to cast his first 
vote in the Congress of the Uniten States - - I sain here just a 
little while ago that the sun would come out tonay -- all that 
Nixon weather is gone. 

(Applause) 
Nixon came to Pittshurg h yestern ay and it was raining and 

b lowing, and it was cold . I come to Pittsburgh, ann look at what 
you have go t right now. That's the way it is going to he. 

(Applause) 
Well, let me get hack. 
What are we interested in? We a re interested in our youngsters 

having a chance, a better chance. We are interesten in education 
for them in a pub lic school or a private school or a parochial 
scho0l. 

Now, lad ies and gentlemen, the first vote I ever cast in the 
United States Senate was for federal aid to education. ~r. Nixon 
voted the same time. He votec no. I voted yes. 

He came here to this county, he came here to the greater 
metropolitan area of Pittsburgh and McKeesport, and what di~ he 
say? Yesterday he said well, he woulo like to get some kinn of a 
group to study the possihility of some aid to our p rivate a nd 
parochial schools. 

Lad ies and gentlemen, under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act passed in 19~5 aid is going to chil~ren. ~e send 
aid to the children for their li~raries and their ~nok s, for 
their equipment -- and to our great universities, puhlic or p rivate 
or whatever they are -- we are intereste~ in penp le, ~r. Nixon. ~e 
are not interested in h rick and mort~r alone. We are intereste~ 
in peop le. And we have ~een p rovid ing under a nemncratic 
a dministration care for p e ople. 

I come here with a record of a Democratic Party tha t for 
35 years has had one hallmark that descrihe d it -- a p a rty that 
cares, a government that ca res, cares a hout peon le, a ll kind s of 
peop le. 

(App lause) 
And tha t is why I selected as my runninq ma te a man that 

cares , too. And , ladies and gentlE'!men, I am proud to sta nd hefore 
an aur1 ience and not only talk of my n~n cand i d acy, hut to talk 
a bout the cand idacy of the Humphrey-Huskie ticket in the Democratic 
Party, because that is a ~ood co~~ination for you. 

(Applause) 
I gave you a man a s Vice-President who served his country 

with great honor and distinction ; a man that knows a r out cities 
a man that knows a bout the country ; a man that is an exnert in a 
host of a ff a irs of this na tion -- a Governor, a Sena tor, a man 
tha t understand s the p rohlems of air an~ water pollution, a man 
that is the author of the Model Cities legislation, a man tha t 
ha s never f a iled to p rotect the interests of n eon le. 

Now let's take a look at the other record . 
Who is the man that voted against fe C.eral ai d to education? 

I'll tell you-- Nixon's the one. 
~'lho is the man that never in his life has e ver s po l<- en out 

for any a dvance in henefits or coverage of social security? Mr. 
Nixon. His party fought it. There ~ere only four votes from t h e 
RepQ~lican party -- four -- one, two , three, four -- when we started 
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social security. And only once has a ~epuhlican administration 
ever even made a recommendation for improvement in social security. 

Who was it that fought medicare, and who said in 1962 that 
it wouldn't work? An~ who said that he wanted no part of it? The 
Republican nominee in this campaign. 

An~ ~ay I say to every man an~ woman here, young or ol~, that 
of all the blessings that this government has hestowed upon peoPle, 
the medicare program thatprovides hospital and medicare -- medical 
care and nursing home care to our senior citizens is one of the 
finest programs that any country ever devised. And r•r. Nixon 
fought it. 

(Applause) 
And now what does he say? He wants your vote • ae said he 

would like to have it now. 
Well, let me tell you, ladies and gentlemen -- I want Mr. 

Nixon to know we will provide for his medicare. He doesn't need 
to worry a hout that. But we want to he sure we have somebody 
in office that is going to take care of it. 

Now, Mr. Nixon nrlt~ comes out and says he would like to do a 
little something a~out social security. WP.ll, let me tell you 
it would never have been born if you l~Jai ted for him and his kine~. 
And I propose to the F.merican people a p rogram tha.t is n.ctuarily 
sound, that can be financed, that will provide an increase in 
benefits in the next four years of fifty per cent, that will p rovide-
Mr. Abel, you as a great bead of a union -- that will Provide an 
escalator clause so as the cost of living goes up, those ~enefits 
go up. This is a sensib le program. 

You, friends, are interested in many things. 
Mr. Nixon has never in his life ever proposed or voted for 

any consumerprotection legislation. I said that he is out here 
with his supermarket of good ies. Dut, you know, when you walk 
into that nepub lican supermarket, there is no truth in labelinq or 
truth in packaging, not one hit. 

And I am here to tell you that we have un~er the Democratic 
administrations looked out for the health of our people -
tremendous program. r-.Je have looked out for the eil.ucation of our 
young. We have increased the investme nts hy over 300 per cent. 
We have lookec out, if you please, for the consumer's Protection. 
We have tried to do something to help people who neened job s. 

And I can rememher when this great steel works didn't have 
the employment it has today. Ann it ,.,asn' t long ngo. 

I call your attention to 195 8 to 19~0. I jus t visited here 
the monument, the statue, the memorial to John ~. Kennedy. John 
Kennedy came here to t ell you People that we had to get this 
country moving again. He came here to remind you what eight years 
of Repuhlicanism had meant. 

And have you forgotten? 
Three recessions in eight years. Seven per cent unemnloyment. 
Have you forgotten the cities that were in troub le? 
Have you forgotten the families that had no income? 
Have you forgotten the people that were wondering if 

they would have enough to eat? 
And tney called it good times? 
I hope you haven't. Pecause let me tell you, my friend ~ -

Mr. Nixon is the man that said that if you had no more than 4 .5 
million unemp loyed it wasn't a very significant or d a ngerous thing . 
And here the other day, a week ago, his top economic adviser 
said -- listen to this -- he snid we couJd take more unemp loyment -
morP unP.mployment- - - m<'lyre u p to 5.5 million. 

Who joh is he talking ahout? I want you to look around here. 
Five-and-a-half million unemployed in this country -- in the 
manufacturing, industrial work force of this nation? That is 
seven per cent. You want to go b ack to those times? 
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I would like to come hack to ~cKeesnort, if you elect a Republican, and see you, and I will have you say to me -- you told us, but we would not listen. 
Ladies and gentlemen, don't let me have to say that to you. The fact is you cannot afford to have troub le, and this country cannot afford it. 
vJe have got great responsirilities. vl!e neec a growing economy. vTe need more jors, not fe\-Ier. You neec1 them riqht here in Pennsylvania, right now. 
Anc we need to train workers. 
All during that period of unemployment, of the 1950s, the Repub lican administration did not train one single worker. Now, fuat is a fact. Not one trainin~ program. 
Last yea~ we trained under government-industry programs working together one million -- one million workers that ha~ never had a job in their lives. 
Now, that is some accomplishment. 
(Applause) 

And, my friends, when another man gets a joh, it not only helps him, it helps you. 
Ladies and gentlemen, twelve million people in this country have come out of poverty since 1961 -- twelve million. Those are people that are no longer on relief, no longer getting welfare ch~cks. They are people that today are productive, tax-paying citizens, self-respecting. 
I submit to you that that is a record. And I suhmit to you that you shall judge us by-oun deeds and not hy our words. That is the way you should judgecandidates and parties and programs. (Applause) 
Is it any wonder that Mr. Nixon doesn't want to dehate me? Because I want to ask him some questions. 
And nm.,r there is another candidate. And · h e "'"~r fl.' ~ e s around 

' as a friend of the working man. A.nd that candidate is Mr. ftJallace. Now, Mr. Wallace ~- (Boos) -- I hope that is the way you feel. 
Let me say something about it. Let me say something seriously about this candiacy. 
Many people in our country are disturhed and angry and upset. Anc ·the7> are looking for some way to show that protest. So th4}' s'ay·-".r think I I 11 vote·•.:f!o~r George ·~nlallace " . 
Dut, ladies and gentlemen, he says. he gives you law ann order and his state \<laS one of the most lawless in the nation ; the highest rate of crime, the second highest rate of aggravated assault; a man who obeyed the laws he wanted to and disobeyen the others .• He says he is a friend of the working man. And yet his state has low wages -- and if it were not for the fact of the steelworkers, if it were not for the fact of this union, those wages would be much lower, because this union demands in its negotiations that they pay the same wage scale in PirMingham, Alahama that they pay in McKeesport. That is why they got it. (Applause) 
Dut even then the average in the state 'is a thousand dollars lower than the national average. 
This is a state that has the second lowest per canita expenditure for education, the lowest workmen's compensation, union busting, right-to-work laws -- the highest sales tax, ladies and gentlemen, in the United States ; six per cent out of every dollar they take, on everything. 
And he parades around in union circles and gets some union members to · bel~eve that he is their friend. 
Now, I ' ll tell you -- if the fellows are going to fall for that, ladies, don't you fall for it. Now, the old man may get off 



. . 
5 

the beam a little hit once in a ~.,rhile. r.ut don't you do it. 
Because you have got to pay that grocery bill, and you have got the 
kids to think of. And you don't need that kind of administration 
in Washington. 

I guess Nixon must be getting close by -- I feel the breezes 
coming in. 

Well, now I am going to leave you. I am not going to keep 
you any longer, except to tell you this. 

I need your help. We need your help. 
Let me ask you -- let me ask you a coup le of questions. 
What has Mr. Nixon ever done for you? 
(Shouts of "Nothing " ) 

What are you going to do for him on election day? 
(Shouts of "Nothing") 

You know, we are coming up on the Halloween season. You 
know -- tricks and treat. You have had several months of 
Richard Nixon's tricks. Now you are going to have some Humphrey
Muskie treats on November 5. 

(Applause) 
So listen. Now let's get busy. Let's get busy. Let's go 

get busy. Mr. Nixon thinks he has got this election in the hag. 
You know that, don't you? Let roe tell you what he is going to 
find. Let me tell you what he is going to find on election day. 
When he opens up that bag on election day -- when he opens that hag 
upon election day, here is what is going to hapryen. Out of that 
bag is going to jump Hubert Humphrey and Bd Muskie. 

(Applause) 
So you know what they say these days -- and here is what I 

want you to do between now and next Tuesday -- Sock it to 'eM. 
(Applause) 

Okay -- thank you. 
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