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NOTES ON ?'!E:t::TIUG OF VICI: PRESI..-EiliT F!Ur;::J?I'P.TI:Y '{r1ITH THE CONFERENc:~ OF PRESIDI::UTS OF UAJOP. ?\!'I.ERICA(-1 J ErUSH ORGANIZATIONS CO't-1F F"'illNCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MI\JO P. ~J'lEP.ICAl! JEt7ISh ORGZ'-,.NIZ.?\TIONS 

OCTOBER 30, 1968 
Ne\v York City 

The Vice President me t for 50 minutes this afternoon with about 125 members of the Conference , which is made up of 21 national Jewish bodies -- religious and secular -- whose members represent the majority of the Jewish community of the Unitec State s. 

After the meeting, during \'lhich the Vice President answered 10 questions , Rabbi Herschel Schacter , Chairman of the Conference, saic~ those present "were hearte ned by 1'1r. Humphrey 1 s unc.erstanc1ing of the problems that are o f deep conce rn t o the American Jewish c ommunity . '· He was 
as~ed if the C0nfe rence encorsed the Vice President. He said the Conference , never endorses cand i dates. " He said the Conference · was satisfiec with the Vice President's candid answers to the que stions . lj l1r Nixon made a similar appearance before the Conference on October 21. 

* * * 
Following are notes from the question ann answer 

session ~ 

The Vice Pre sident wn.s asked about the fle lay in the sale of Phantom jets t " Israel . The Vice President nns~rered that he favors prompt sale o f the j e ts . ·our country is goin9 to s ee t o it tha t Israe l ' s defense needs are me t , · he s a i 2. ~ I promise t hat t here will be nc de lay after January 20. " ,. ! 

He c a lled the Mi c'l.ci. l e East ,; a v e ry dangerous .... .r~a. " He saic1 it would take de lica t e negotiations balanced with firmness " to bring about stability and peace. He said, "The penpl e of Israel and its gove rnment a r e justly concerned.'· He r e i tr~ratec1 his six point progrnm f nr a settlement in the Ni rd l c East. re sair1 , :·, There are ne ithe r new positi0ns no r c nmpaiqn promises. I didn't ge t any new r e lig i on. I ' ve f ou0ht f or these positions for a quarter o f a ce ntury. I c.m neither a new nor a fair weather frienc:. 

The Vice Presi~ent pointed out that in 1956 while he was a de l egate t o the Uni ter: Nations he .; denouncer.: our policy of inte rve ntion in the Suez crisis. ~y opponent t ook to television t c announce thnt Suez was our finenst hour. " 

He philc sophized about wh a t r~me rica s hould l ook for in its r e lationships with ouher countrie s. He s a i d he would l ook f o r ,-a willingness t o fi ght for one' s own independence •. . an intere st in human welfare-- education, housing and h2alth ••. a n attitude t owar u individuals in the nation- state -·- the right t o speak, t o write, to think. " "These are the ideals we should l ook f or, a nd Israe l represents a g r eat deal of this, ., he said . ' t'7o c on ' t afforc.~ to have this kind o f light snuffed c ut . We need the s e kina o f cand l e s t o light the c1 a.rkness. ' 
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The Vice Prcsi s ent was the n askc~ how he would respond 
to a Soviet thr0at to the s e curity of Israel . "AggrGssion 
will not be pe r mitted and will be resisted , ~ he said. 

He was asked about a settlement that miqht be fnrce~ 
by the maj or powers on the n i (1d le Eo.Gt . The Vice Presioent 
answere~, I would hope thc t we might use the good offices 
o f the United Notions - to e ffect a settlement. But 
basically peace in the Mi ddle East must be worked out by 
neighbors . I am not in favor of an imposec1 settlement . J' 

He adde~ that he was hopeful that the Unitect States and 
the Soviet Union ' can come to s ome agr eement tc end the 
arms race -- both nuclear and conventiona l \'leapons. " 

He was asked about lines of communicc..tion t o the 1;\!hite 
House. He answe r ed that he hoped he would always be 
available, as in the past , t o t a lk with bo th individuals 
a nc1 groups . 

He was asked about anti-Semitism in other nations. He 
answered , " I have never thought the United States hos taken 
a sufficie ntly strong position with the Sovie t Uni on on 
this is suo. ' He added, .:This is c ne of the guiceline s I 
will lay down to my Secre t a ry of Sta t e. The r e will be a 
new Secretary o f State. .. He s a i c;, '' We have a right to a 
clea r definiti on of human rights v' from the Soviet Union . 

He was aske~ about his service a s Vice President . He 
answered, It has bGe n a wonderful but ve ry ~ifficult 
period of my life.' 

He was asked about surnrni t meetings. He r eplied thc.t he 
has proposed a s e ries of surnrni t meetings. .: The c)i a l ogue 
can be he lpful, ·· he s a i d. ·· It isn ' t a h 'lrtys a matter o f 
peace and WQr. It 1 s a matte r of the e nvironwent you help 
creat e . . _, He emphasized the ne e C. f or firmness in dealing 
vJith tho Sovie t - Union . ' The Sovie t Union pounds a'-llay at 
us year afte r year after year. That 1 s wh3t we have to do. 
Our weakness is that \V'e give them a light little slap 
and t hen move on. •· 

He v1as askec1 a bout thf::! r o l e he would 9i ve vo luntary 
or ganiza tions in s o lving urban prob l ems . He r e ce ived l ong 
app l ause when he answerec~ , ~ - I intend t o hcve my Vice 
Presi(!ent, !1-!r . H.uski e, be th.a coor dina t or of our domestic 
programs . ~ He s a i d he believed in broad citizen 
participation, especially in planning new programs . There 
will be no prob lem aLout participati0n of the penple in my 
lidministra tion , ~ · he said . "' The prob lem ~llill be if you 
have enough time. · 
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Conference of Presidents 

Major Jewish Organizations 

New York City, New York 

October 30, 1968 

I intend to make my remarks brief today and leave 

z e time for questions. 

I do not intend to speak extensively on the Middle East 

today. )n the last quarter of a century, I have made hundreds of 

speeches in behalf of our country's vital interest in preserving the 

independence and territorial integrity of Israel. 

There are six basic steps which must be taken in the 

Middle East. 
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The fundamental, irreducible points are these: 

I. The existence of the State of Israel must be accepted 

by all of its neighbors; 

2. The boundaries of all these countries must be 

transformed into agreed and secure frontiers; 

3. The State of Israel must have free navigational 

rights in all international waters, including the Suez Canal and 

the Gulf of Aqaba; 

4. The arms race must be ended; 

5. The international community must assist in solving 

the human tragedy posed by the Arab refugees; 

6. The resources of the Middle East must be used for 

human and economic development rather than war and destruction. 

These are neitb.er new positions nor campaign promises 

with me. I have stated and fought for these basic principles for a 

quarter of a century-- both publicy, and in the most private. 
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executive sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 

and in the inner councils of the executive branch. 

L:.J. am neither a new nor a fair weather friend. And 

here I will be outrightly partisan-- because I think something 

must be said forthrightly and now. 

b 1956, on the floor of the Senate, I denou need the 

Eisenhower-Dulles intervention in Suez/1 opposed efforts to 

block UJA contributions at the tim{..l fought the ban on travel -- _.u...,~, ....... 
to Israel which~ Administration imposed for four . 
months. 

~As Vice Presiden~ you will recall, Mr. Nixon took to 

the television networks and announced that Suez was our nation's 

finest hour by striking a blow against our colonial allies, Britain 
~ 

and France, to show our independence, and to join hands with 

the "third world" nations. 
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My_Middle East views were recently published in an ............ 
interview for the Jewish Chronicle of London which appeared 

last Friday. They were kind enough to note that my promise to 

supply Israel with phantom jets was announced well before the 

President instructed Secretary Rusk to enter into negotiations --

indeed, before any other candidate took a position. 

/..1 believe there will be no undue delay. I promise there 

will be none in January~.. 4. ........... ~ ...... -..~ 
..; '" m m 

Incidentally, and I quote from the Chronicle, ''Mr. Nixon 

did not answer the "Jewish Chronicle's" questions directly but 

asked our correspondent to find the answers to them in his B'nai 

B 'rith speech. 

eps of what I call "A New Strategy for Peace." As you know, I 

have spelled out in detail my Vietnam position. I have talked about 

strengthening NATO, the United Nations, and expanding our multi-

lateral commitments to help developing nations. 



- 5-

There are other issues of vital concern in this campaign. 

One is racism. You know where I stand. 

Aid to education is another crucial issue-- a matter of 

deep concern to everyone in this room. I have been an advocate 

for decades. The Kennedy-Johnson-Humphrey Administration 

has a magnificent record in education. 

The opposition party has fought federal aid to education 

every step of the way-- and Mr. Nixon personally killed legislation 

to provide classroom construction and increased teachers salaries 

by casting a tie-breaking vote in the Senate when he was Vice 

President. 

Last week, he campaigned throughout California with the 

superintendent of public instruction, Max Rafferty-- a man he 

said he needed to help him move his programs forward in Washington-

A man whom the John Birch Society, in a recent fund-raising 

invitation, claimed as their own. I also recall total silence when 
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our good friend Tommy Kuchel was in the rugged primary battle 

with Rafferty. 

Americans are deeply concerned over the question of 

civil order. We see attacks on our courts and on the law itself -

supposedly in the cause of law and order. We have seen Mr. Nixon 

and his allies block the nomination of Abe Fortas. 

I bought time on national television and gave the nation 

some straight talk on the "law and order" issue. 

I proposed specific programs to combat crime, to strengthen 

police, to go after dope pushers. 

Is there anyone in this room who does not know, through 

five thousand years of history, that justice is fundamental to a 

healthy society --that attacks on our courts are a fundamental 

blow to liberty? 
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The final issue is arms control and disarmament. You 

know that this has been one of my abiding interests. One of my 

proudest accomplishments was the nuclear test ban treaty. Now 
we have the non-prol iteration treaty whose ratification Mr. Nixon 
decided to block in this session of Congress. 

Finally, let me say that I expect to meet with this group 
next in the White House. And I expect to meet with you frequently. 
But on those occasions when I am unavailable, I intend to 

I 

designate a member of my White House staff who will be available 
to you on a continuing basis --a staff person to whom you can 

turn whenever you feel that matters of importance should be 

brought to my attention. 

The next President wi II have to be mature and decisive in 
his exercise of judgment and leadership. He will have to command 
and merit respect. The crucial question before the American 
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people in this election is: who can you trust to lead this 

country in the next four years? On that basis, I am ready 

for the electorate's decision on Tuesday. 

Questions, please. 

# # ' 
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