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REMARKS 

ONORABLE HUMBERT H. HUMP REY 

NATIONALASSOCIATIONOF V (3,'/,f ~~ ) 
l~~.., 

PURCHASING MANAGEMENT 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

R>\ . - • .J.J.... tJ>MY 20, 19~ 

~~1\:!" 

---
~ I know that in your respective businesses the effect 

of crime is evident in rising costs --and not just the costs 

of stolen or damaged merchandise, or the costs of rising 

insurance rates --but more seriously, the costs of growing 

anxiety and dislocation in the cities and towns where you 
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the cities where their influence, their vigor and their self --- -
confidence are sorely needed. 

L. ~e has given the vindictive new motive to move into 

the political scene, preaching a hate -filled doctrine. 
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{ From the relative --but not total -- safety of the 

suburbs, many of our conservatives seek refuge --our 

bigots seek reven e --and our liberals too often seek a 

polite accommodation with spokesmen who see, not a crime 

problem, but merely a residual racism stirred by unthinking 

alarmists. 

~ You come rom the world 

solution. 

~ And I com 

call function i 

IJ;t ~These c flicts 

and -- firm y, wisely and 

I of govern me and politics --

of what I can 

tare in conf ict.• 

I ike you take 
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Lon t 

~ .,/ 

· we can agree. We are fi 

o and get it. - ..... _ 

door to ja i I. 

J..!.he victims are not just the families who lose a member 

to homicide, or whose I ife is a constant series of threats and 

precautions . 
., -
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The victims ar;. the cities .. themselves, the states, and 

a Nation ... and the quality of democratic life we are able to 

sustain in this country. 

Let me remind you of some facts I f8~e1•te8 e11 teleYisie1-l 

("of the nearly half-million Americans now in jail and 

prison, three out of ever four will be arrested again for 

another crime. 

(~+e reduce the number of repeaters by only 

one-fifth, we would stop the increase in crime. - . 
"If we cut the number of repeaters in half, the crime 

rate would drop sharply. 
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L "But the most tragic fact of all is that almost the entire 

increase in crime since 1960 has been caused by young people• 

f.i:.st year, people under 25 committed 88 percent of the auto 

thefts ... 82 percent of the !aries ... and 80 percent of 

the arsons. 

L.. "A majority of crimes against -- burglary, · larceny 

and car theft -- are committed by young people between the 

ages, mind you, of II and 17. " 

~hat disturbs me most is the !1!91!!!' !!L!III, .,I 1d often 

unreasoning reaction these facts seem to stimulate in our 

fellow citizens . 

.< I call this reaction ,,he politics ~ crime. " 
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from the broader societ and willin ly re resented only 

by spokesmen who are shrewd manipulators of violence and hate. 

And the extreme I iberals tern to view any serious effort 

to fight crime as tinged with racist overtones -- the new 

extension of a conspiracy to scrap the Bill of Rights, enthrone 

'7he FuZZ 11
, and preventively detain a whole so · 

I And you and I are asked to I ive with the disastrous "' ;- ...:.. 
results of these extreme misconceptions of reality. 
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'-.People who confuse public safety with public repression 

bend every effor) for exampl~ to retain a police chief 

who represents to them the stern old hand of the law• 

Lrhese sa me peopl ~en i ent I y over look the police chief's 

rejection of every modern police method which could transform ., 

their force into a tougher, ~er, more reliable instrument 

of pub I ic safety and civil justice. --1. Som -- yes, 



"This new generation of law enforcemero eru-csr~ ~st be 

in the conventional law enforcement techniques and tactics, 

but also he must know his rights and duties, and the rights of the citizen. 

He must be trained in community relations. He must be devoid of racial 

prejudice. He must be prepared to use the most modern equipment and above 

all, he must have made available to him the best equipment. 

p. 11 aution us to take a long hard look at what has emerged 
• -· 

the 

thou:ghtless 

cr:i.m.inal It can be 

careless as 

LoooSL~iJ 
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{ Effective police work is brain work -- not just muscles,~ 
not just guns. A new generation of pol ice officers will be 

needed to safeguard the lives of your children, their families, 

their homes and their business, in a complex society ~ 
)t~~••••--~----· a, f we want first-class 

poli e work we must be willing to pay first-class salaries and 

provide first-class professional trainingt>lWe will also need 

more efficient courts and more effective rehabilitation procedures 

to reduce the high percentage of repeaters. 
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L That dimension of increase, -:-a==•~~ would get some 

resu Its -- IIIMC~ft!•~•'*Mr .. 
' Less than that dimension of effort, and you will only 

be fooling yourselve 

L, This is why the question of national priorities is so 

crucial. Until we are able to divert substantial sums of money 

from the defense bud et into domestic channels, the short-

changing of ourselves will continue 

/ 
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~he gravest threat to our internal security can be 

found today on the streets of our cities ... and in the 

poverty, deprivation and urban decay which contribute 

so directly to our problem of crime. 

These are the missiles -- home rown and home 

launched -- which threaten our survival. And meeting 

this threat should command to - riority attention by our 

entire societ . 

s in 

his also means 
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I caution you to take a long, hard look at 

just as carele s as its extreme coun rpart on he right. ........ ""' 

/.The greate your knowledge · the fields o crime and 

firmly you bee e convinced 

stacked against 

he people of limited s ope in their 

~et a good ok at some of these injustice , and you 

emerge fighti 

stems of justice 

age, of any 

backgr und, of any race or any sex. 

~~-~"~~ 
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But there is another serious factor we ca not overlook. 

l c · "":t
111

1t.f ~ 'dl b · b · t h. · th ~ nm~ 1 se 1s rap1 y ecommg a arner o ac 1evmg ese 

long -range goals. 

/-.. Crim~1 
beginning to generate an ugly spirit in our 

communities ... a spirit which threatens to rend the fabric 

of society. 
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here can be no alternative to pu lie saf 

can be no substitute.L!t is the heart -- indeed, it is the 

unspoken, unwritten, underlying premise of the social 

contract. 

~nd if anyone believes that ghetto dwellers think 

otherwise, then that person ought to move back into the 

inner city, and learn first hand.9 

1... I am convinced the most under-re resented Americans 

today are the host of tolerant, hard-working, striving 

residents of the inner city -- men and women who share 

your faith in this nation. 
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{_rhey 

it now -- fast, b .. ._. ....... OLJ -L These men and worn by the louder 

more frightening, 

Just when a host of new legislation has 

enabled action in our cities, swcg aG ~A8 Meelel SHies ~l'&!fl am, 

~d Uu Sa'c &tr88tc aP:1t .. just when law schools are turning 

out a new breed of you nq lawyers. bent on service to the poor 

and to new measures of crimina I justice ... just when the 

courts are giving new vigor to the spirit of protection offered 

by our Constitution ... now, also, comes a devastatin crisis 

of urban crime, calculated to grow, and sure to bring 

repression, if some people persist in looking the other way. ~ 
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Des Moines 

"The battle against the dope peddler, the pusher -- is everyone's 

business. are murderers on the instalment plan. ~ey are 

catalysts of crime. They are the bacteria of criminal acts in order to 

pay for the dope. 

~need action on the dangerous drugs a n! narcotics front. Where 

thousands of our young are being systematically destroyed physically, 

mentally and morally. There is no ~ocial problem in the nation 

than the rapidly growing sale and use of habit-formin drugs. The traffic 

-----------------------------------------~ 
in heroin, LSD, speed, not to mention barbituates and marijuana is ____ , --.... ----
frightening. & 
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L. Nobody with conviction in the rightness of this nation 

and certainly no one who has given of himself in the welfare 

of its people -- ought to keep silent on the subject of crime in 

America. 

L.. You can't play Hamlet with crime. 

L We need !ction, we need it de~ately, and we need 

it now. {iJJ ~ 
"We need action from people who are most sensitive to 

the social and economic injustices which create the need for 

action in the first place. 

L.. We need action from people like you, people wh~e 
to the battle reluctantly -- without particular j2)' or mood of 

retribution. 

/..... I urge you to this work/ T~ 
t~ 

Above all, I urge you into the inner city. 
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b.ou have bretheren there -- and many of us have not 

met them. 

~ey know crime, believe me. 

And they're as disturbed about it as we are. 

~ut until now, they have been the victims of the politics 

of crime ... of conservatives who sometimes fail to separate 
- ::0. 

people as people, one by one -- of I iberals who sometimes 

fail to consider ideas, one by one. 

As we join ranks in this common struggle against 

crtme, I believe we will also contribute to building the 

larger, single community to which this nation is still 

dedicated and on which the long -run survival of this nation 

depends. 

'J...:!!e know that, as in b~ess and professional life, 

the only lasting order is the dynamic of change.'" 

-
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And, in the end, this is our only hope: that efforts .. 
• , Z1t sd•Wat# like yourselves, in conjunction with 

the efforts of the total community, can produce the changes -
which are so urgently needed. 

The future of our cities -- and the future of this 

country -- are now at stake. 0 

# # # 
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