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"Civilization", said H. G. Welis, "Is a race between education and 
catastrophe. 11 

It is a race we are by no means sure of winning, for in many ways, 
these are more trying times than any to which Torn Paine alerted us. 
These are times that try the souls of those who seek to save man from 
the perils of the arms race and from the threat of further confrontations 
between nations. 

They are perilous times for the managers of our national economy, 
and for those who are responsible for the strength and vitality of our 
cities. 

They are especially trying times for those in charge of our schools. 

In this seventh decade of the 20th century, as we approach our 
nation's bi-centennial year, our schools are still seeking to cross the 
gulf between the intellectual elite and the functional illiterate. Though 
man can now explore new worlds in space, in our earth-bound classrooms 
we still seek the words to reach, the spark to touch, and the techniques 
to best entice our brilliant and our not-so-brilliant students. 

As one who has returned to the profession after a long interval, 
I am specially aware of the changes that have occurred in our 
institutions, our techniques and -- per~ps most of all -- in our 
students and their expectations. 
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In an earlier America, the student body in our colleges and 
universities tended to be homogeneous -- it was pretty much all white 
and mostly middle and upper class. Today -- as a result of less 
restrictive admission criteria and special financial aid programs -- it 
is beginning at last to be more truly representative of the whole society. 

These changes on the college and university level are reflected in 
our elementary and secondary schools. A bright inner-city youngster 
who would once have headed for the street as soon as it was legal (or 
before) today may head for the campus through Upward Bound or other 
special programs. Such a successful youngster sets an example for 
his friends. Once he does, school, rather than the street, may at last 
be seen as an avenue to success. Publicly supported education for the 
poor and the black is no longer limited to elementary and secondary 
school; today almost 60 million Americans are enrolled in pre-school 
to post-doctoral programs and more of them than ever before are members 
of minority groups ... _ at both ends of the education spectrum. 

In just four years -- from 1964 to 1968 -- the non-white population 
of our colleges and universities almost doubled. But three factors make 
this information less than satisfying: 

~ 1) The entire college population was growing at close to the 
same rate; 

(2) Although 12 percent of the college-age youngsters in the 
country are black, only six percent of this year's freshman at all-post­
high school institutions (two year and four year) are black; and 

(3) Over 40 percent of the black college students still attend 
all-black colleges -- mostly in the South. 

Still-- though this is far from thundering change -- it is progress. 
As recently as 1966, more than 50% of black college students were in all 
black schools. 

So we have begun the task of redistributing our college population. 
According to the American Council on Education, this change -- this 
redistribution -- is largely the result of initiatives from the private 
institutions. 

Almost all these 'youngsters -- the ten percent who no longer attend 
all black schools -- today attend non-public institutions. 

In the past decade we have made a special effort in our nation to 
encourage individual growth, and to make it possible for more people to 
have a full opportunity to improve their circumstances. 
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Despite all these efforts, public and private, too many of our 
citizens still suffer educational deprivation. 

Too many of our youngsters still terminate their formal education 
before they are equipped to participate in contemporary society. 

If the present drop-out rate continues, in the 1970 1 s we will have 35 
million adults in the labor force without a high-school diploma, with 
the skills and the education to take their place in the world of work. 

We know the high-school drop out is twice as likely to be unemployed 
as the high-school graduate, and five times as likely as the college 
graduate. The cost of an inadequate or an incomplete education is high-­
not only in the unemployment benefits that come out of all our pecketbooks, 
but in the loss to the nation of human potential. People, after all, are our 
greatest natural resource. 

In our commendable concern for the contamination of our physical 
environment, let us not lose sight of the contamination of the educational 
environment, for this is an essential element of our great conservation 
effort. 

Stuffing the heads of the young with important and basic knowledge 
has always been one of mankind• s most important -- and most baffling -­
tasks. 

Unfortunately, all children do not come to school ready to take 
advantage of their intellectual opportunities. The educational environment 
is not just the school, the teacher, and the student. It is above all the 
home, the neighborhood, the community and the city. The learning 
experience starts with birth. The learning capability begins with concep­
tion -- prenatal care -- the diet and nourishment in those critical first 
four or five years. The learning desire may well be determined by the 
stimulation or lack of it in the home or the neighborhood. What this 
means in plain talk is that better education requires a better social 
environment. It means that educators must commit themselves to 
community action -- to equal opportunity all the way -- to open 
neighborhoods -- to a massive program of rehabilitation of our cities 
and to new cities -- to all that and more. 

Yes, some of our children arrive at school unable to pronounce 
their own name, never having held a pencil or seen a book. Many are 
unable to identify such common objects as chairs, tables and cookies. 
Many come with empty stomachs, __ with serious medical and dental 
problems and with the tremendous psychological disturbances that result 
from love starved early years. For such youngsters, despair is a 
natural state of mind. 
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They are the extreme end of the educational sprectrum and they 
number some ten or twelve percent of elementary school youngsters. 
At the other end -- and in about the same numbers -- are the specially 
talented youngsters who -- if we are to believe Marshall McLuhan 
are also dropping out of school, and for much the same reasons: 
boredom and frustration. 

Both groups present a special challenge to educators. And none of 
us are yet to devise more than partial solutions. 

We have some of the most expert people in the country right here 
in this audience -- and if I ask ten of you how best to deal with these 
special students, I bet I'll get as many different answers. 

Debating educational policies and practices has become the 
intellectual parlor game of the seventies. The school room has become 
the focal point of controversy and commotion -- and this is good. If we 
don't stir things up a bit, if we avoid the tough questions, we will never 
make progress. 

I think it is important that we do not let ourselves become defensive 
as educators, and that we do not become committed to any one approach 
to the solution of these tough problems. 

I do not for a moment question the importance of the basic disciplines 
of literature, mathamatics, languages and the physical and biological 
sciences. 

Neither do I underrate the importance of the humanities, the social 
sciences and the arts, for these are the core of creative expression and, 
indeed, of education for participation in a free society. 

But I believe too in the value of the exciting new computer techniques 
we have added to our educational tool kit. We must have the courage and 
foresight to develop and use all the new mechanical aids and devices that 
contribute to the learning process. 

We cannot ignore --from timidity or lack of imagination-- any of 
the new tools that educational research has produced for us. Visual aids, 
educational television, teaching machines -- all add immeasurably to our 
learning options. 

We are challenged by our need to comprehend and to master the 
wonders of science and technology. But, we have not yet begun to 
scratch the surface of the problem of retaining our essential humanity 
in this vast new cybernetic wonderland. 

And this I think is the unexplored wilderness today. 
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We can no more afford to think of education in terms of curricula 
and technology than we can to think of schooling as a product packaged in 
tidy little three and four year segments. 

Education is experience and experience is life. 

Educational progress tends to reflect public events -- wars, depres­
sions, the post-war baby boom, the civil rights movement and -- today 
especially -- the new mobility in our nation. 

Struggling out of the great depression, our nation entered its second 
major international conflict-- World War II. Draft standards -- and the 
shock of tens of thousands of fine young men rejected for illiteracy -­
forced our nation to realize that bad education is highly transportable 
it recognizes no city limits and no state lines. 

Thus education became a matter of community concern rather than 
personal option. 

In the 1950 1 s there was Sputnik, and Americans additionally 
recognized that, to a large extent, our national security rested in the 
hands of those who controlled our educational institutions. 

Increasingly sophisticated thinking such as this led to the National 
Defense Education Act, later to the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, to the Higher Education Act, and to expansion of federal assistance 
for vocational education. It led to the Teacher Corps, to Headstart and 
to other creative Federal efforts to work with the education community. 
On the state level, it led to more years of compulsory education, broader 
and more contemporary --curricula, tougher standards for teacher 
certification, and more and more research into the technology of 
education. 

But with all this progress --and I don't question that it is progress -­
I think it is important to look back on occasiGm, to recall, and to cherish, 
our heritage as teachers. 

Today -- as the same factors in schools that dehumanize our 
children tend to dehumanize our teachers -- I think with special fond­
ness of an old favorite definition of education as 11Mark Hopkins on one 
end of a log, and me on the other. 11 

With all our progress, with all our new tools and techniques, it is 
this -- our common humanity -- that we must nurture in our classrooms. 
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For only this kind of human and humane education can give our 

children the tools to achieve a better life, unburdened by the weight 

of ignorance and prejudice that hold back our generation. 

The future of our democracy -- and perhaps the future of mankind 

is directly related to how well we succeed in this endeavor. 

# # # # 
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l.!he~e perilous times for the managers of our 

national economy, and for those who are responsible for 

are especially trying times for those in charge 

of our schools. , 

/...' n this seventh decade of the 2oth centur'l as we I .5~ ' 
approach our nation's bi-centennial year; our schools are ~~ 
still seeking to cross the gulf between the intellectual elite 3:::!:/:.-

,._ and the functional illiterate.( Though man can now explore 

new worlds in space
1 

in our earth-bound classrooms we still 

seek the words to reach, the spark to touch, and the 
.. ==-- ---• • 

techniques to best entice our brilliant and our not-so-brilliant -..... -
students. 

/, As one who has returned to the profession after a long 

interval) I am specially aware of the changes that have 
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occurred in our institutions, our techniques and --perhaps 

most of all -- in our students and their expectations. -

Z In an earlier America, the student body in our colleges ~ 
and universities tended to be homogeneous --it was pretty 

much all white and mostly middle and upper class./. Today--
• a 

as a result of less restrictive admission criteria and special 

financial aid programs --it is beginning at last to be more 

truly representative of the whole society. • 

( These changes on the~ege and university level are 

reflected in our elementary and secondary school{ A bright 

inner-city youngster who would once have headed for the street 
-r 

as soon as it was legal (or before) today may head for the -. ~ 11''"' r•l7 --. c!mp~s through Upward Bound or other speciab.Programs. 

Such a successful youngster sets an example for his friends_. 

Once he does
1 
schoo~ rather than the street, may at last be ... ___ , 
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seen as an avenue to success.{!ublicly supported education 

for the poor and the black is no lon!Jer limited to elementary k:J Ill~ 
a 

and secondary school; today almost 60 million Americans are 

enrolled in pre-school to post-doctoral programs and more 

of them than ever before are members of minority grouRs --at 

both ends of the education spectrum. 

J,...._1 n just four years-- from 1964 to 1968 --the non-white 

population of our colleges and universities almost doubled. 

But three factors make this information less than satisfying: 

(I) The entire college population was growing at 

close to the same rate; 

(2) Although 12 percent of the college-a~e ••peaster• 

in the country are black, only six percent of this year's -
freshman at all post-high school institutions (two year and ,..._... .... 
four year) are black; and 
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(3) Over 40 percent of the black college students still attend 

all-black colleges -- mostly in the South.$ 

) Still -- though this is far from thundering change -- it is 
~--._, .., 

progress./ As recently as l966J more than 50o/o of black college 

•~~::::;..::-r"~• - _.... -... 

~Af!f:a~ ~ students were in all black 7"""'= schools. 

Z So we have b~n the task of - redistributing our college ,~. 

population.( According to tbe American Council on Education, this 

change -- this redistribution -- is largely the result of initiatives 

from the private institutions. 

the ten percent who no longer 

attend all black schools -- today attend non-public institutions. 

(In the past decade we have made a special effort il. __ ............. 

to encourage individual growt~ and to make it possible for more 

people to have a full opportunity to improve their circumstances. _______________ a. 

-
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( Despite 311 these efforts, public and private, too many 

~-~__,~four citizens still suffer educational deprivation. 

L Too many of our youngsters still terminate their ~mal 
education before they are equipped to participate in contempoLary 

society. 

-~If the present drop-out rate continues, in the 1970's 

we will have 35 million adults in the labor force without a 

high-school diploma, without the skills and the education 

to take their place in the world of work. 

1., We know the high-school drop out is twice as likely to 

be unemployed as the high-school graduate
1 

and five times as 

likely as the college graduate,6he cost of an inadequate or an 

incomplete education is high -- mmt only in the unemployment 

benefits that come out of all our pocketbooks} but in the loss 

to the nation of human potential. People, alter all, are our 

greatest natural resource. 
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& our commendable concern for the contamination of our 
• S'll 

physical environme' let us not lose sight of the contamination 

of the educational environment-for this is an essential element 

of our great conservation effort.4 

L.. ~he heads of the young with important and basic 
~q ~ ... 

knowledge has always been one of mankind 1 s most important -
and most baffling -- tasks. -;,.. 

Unfortunately/ all children do not come to school ready&~-/-. 
~ 

take advantage of their intellectual opportunities
4
LThe educational 

environment is not just the schooJ... the teacher, and the st-udent• = _, -
L.tt is above all the :e,

1 
the neighborhoo~ the community• ••J the 

~i The learning experience starts with birth• C.he learning 

capability begins with conception -- prenatal care -- the diet and 
~ 

nourishment in those critical first four or five years. }The learning .... - -- ·~ 
desire may well be determined by the stimulation or lack of it in the home 

~ 

or the neighborhood. e 
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LWhat this means in plain talk is that better education requires .. 
a better social environment{ It means that educators must commit 

themselves to community action -- to equal opportunity..,.iidtl the to &J -
to o.;eiJ..neighborhoods -- to a massive program of rehabilitation 

cei4•• .e,,u .._ 
of our cities and to new cities -- to all that and more- ~···*"" 

some of our children arrive at school unable to pronounce 

,.,.. -
their own na:~ never having held a :;1 or seen a boolJ·f.:::any 

are unable to identify such common objects as chairs, tables and ........ . --
cookies. /Many come with e•m-p-ty-s•t•o•m-a•c•h-esl' with serious medical 

• 
and dental problems aat~~.Jillll"' ... ,..~tlliPC~ ... ._ __ ,_," ...... ~--1\I.J~ [ ( .~._ ... ,."' ... 
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love starved early years, For such youngsters, despair is a 
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end of the educational spectrum --
and N:ley number some ten or twelve percent of elementary 

_... -
school youngsters. I At the other end --and in about the j' 
same numbers-- are the specially talented youngsters who 

if we are to believe Marshall Mcluhan --are also dropping out 
a~t I 

of school/or much the same reason': boredom and frustration .• 

L..,oth groups prese~.t a special challenge t~ educators,. 

And none of us yet&devis~ore than partial sol utions01~• 
~e have some of the most expert people in the country 

right here in this audience --and if I ask ten of ypu how 

best to deal with these special students
1 

I bet I'll get as many 

different answers. 
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Uebating educational policies and practices has become 

the intellectual parlor game of the seventiesJ!.he14MJ room 

has become the focal point of controversy and commotion -- and,,..U,.. 

~e~~ don't stir things up a bi) if we avoid the 

tough questions
1 

we will never make progress,. ~ .. 
~tis important that we do not let ourselves become 

defensive as educator)' and that we do not become committed 

to any one approach to the sol uti on of these tough problems• 

L..1 do not for a moment question the importance of the 

basic disciplines of literature, mathamatics, languages and the 

physical and biological sciences. 

~either do I underrate the importance of the h umanitieir 

the social sciences and the arts, for these are the core of 

creative expression and, indeed, of education for participation 

in a free society. 



0 0 54 8 
- 10-

But 1 believe too in the value of the exciting new computer 

techniques we have added to our educational tool kit,J:!!.e must 

have the courage and foresight to develop and use all the 

new mechanical aids and devices that contribute to the 

learning process1 
0 

We cannot ignore --from timidity or lack of imagination -­

any of the new tools that educational research has produced 

for us., ~is ual aids, educational te I evi si on, teaching machines --

··-~=II add immeasurably to our learning options, l ~ ~~ 
We are challenged by our need to comprehend and to 

master the wonders of science and technology. But, we have 

not yet begun to scratch the surface of the problem of retaining 

ur essential humanity in this vast new cybernetic wonderland• 

And this I think is the unexplored wi.derness ~, 

~e can no~ to think of education in terms of 

curricula and technology than we can to think of schooling as 



-II - 001569 

a product packaged in tidy little three and four y~ar 
0 

segments. • 

l_;duca~on is experience and e~erience is life.o 

LEducational progress tends to reflect public events -­

wars, depressions, the post-war baby boom, the civil ri;Jhts 

movement and --today especially-- the new mobility in our 

nation. ~ ~ -·~ Q -- -·. --·-- -~· ·----·--- - y z-
Qtruggling out of the great depressio'} our nation 

entered its second major international conflict-- World War II• 

L Draft standards -- and the s liock of tens of thousands of fi ne 

young men rejected for illtteracy --forced our nation to 

realize that bad education is highly transportable --it 

recognizes no city limits and no state lines. 

Thus education became a matter of community concern _7\;J:: J 
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~1950's there was Sputni_!> and Americans 

additionally recognized tha~to a large extent, our national 

security rested in the hands of those who controlled our 

educational institutions •• 

Increasingly sophisticated thinking such as this led 

to the National Defense Education Act, later to the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act,to .ttie Higher Education Act, 

and to expansion of federal assistance r vocational ed cation 
()A~ e.-~ ~·"'.tQ..w~ 

It led to the Teacher Corps
1 

to Head start and toot er creative 

Federal efforts to work with the education community1 ~n the 

state level, it led to more years of compulsory education, broader--
• a e 

and more contemporary.- curricula)- toug~er standards for 

teacher certification# and more and more research into the 

technology of education.-....,.. J ~ 'J,:, A:AL>• ~ 7 
fM'tJM ?Ad(-, 
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ls ut with all this P£2gress --and I don't question that 

it is progress -- I think it is important to look back on 

occassion, to recall, and to cherish, our heritage as • 
teachers. 

Today-- as the same factors in schools that dehumanize 

r children tend to dehumanize our teachers-- I think 

with special fondness of an old favorite definition of education 

as 11Mark Hopkins on one end of a log, and me on the other. 11 

• 

With all our progress, with all our new tools and 

techniques, it is this --our common humanity-- that we must 

nurture in our classrooms .. 

For only this kind of human and humane education can 

give our ~l'iiiH!iiJl the tools to achieve a better life, unburdened 
• = I 

by the weight of ignorance and prejudice that hold back our 

generation. 
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The future of our democracy --and perhaps the future 

of mankind --is directly related to how well we succeed in 

this endeavor. 

# # # 
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FROM: 

RE: 

HHH 

Ursula 

January zz. 1970 

cct Caryl Conner ) 

American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education. 
Friday, February 27. Chicago. 

As youlinow you accepted the above invitation. 

The general theme of the meeting is "Realignments for 
Teache.r Education: Involvement, Interaction. and 
hnplementa tion. 11 

They are going to reprint your speech in their Yearbook, 
in other words, it will have pretty goo circulation~ 
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AMEI{ICAN ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES FOI{ TEACHEI{ ,PVCJ! T{ON . 
One Dupmu Circle,Washington,D.C.:z.oo36( :z.o:z.) :z.93 -:z.4so 1 

. . . . 
The Honorable H~rt I . Humphrey · _., .. , · :.;.;. ·· · :,,,, -:r -~""! ·. L "· ~ ·.:: · · ~- · ~: · ' .. 
lSIOHStrect, N •• , Sultc 700 :. ,,~ ;~ ;· · ... . · '.,.:: .:.:·,;~·. • ·.:;~· :_~·;..-. ~,:: . 
W~~"ton, D. C. 20005 · 4 

- ~ ,; '"~..\ •• ..:... ~1 '- .i-:.;..i c.~·:· 1· '"~, :': 
' r. /·;·': : ,,, : ... 

- • .. •• : ' •• ••• ~ #.:. ...,.. 

~Mr. Hum,i)hrey: ...... , • : .: . . 

• ~ • .~.; ;·~ .• - r ~ ,•,,.··~ .. ·~ • !,(. ":- ;: :. 

'. .,. ... • 0 ... •• - : ;;; ~ . t. { • "' .: .. ~.. ' 

,. ,. : . ,;·,.,I : I : ·. 

The Aocrlcan Association of Collc~s is proud to cttcnd ta ·you a. co:tdinl 
invitatio:a to speck at the general session climrudng the .Associ:!tion'G Annt!D! .. ~ce::t~· ..,. 
on the evening of Fcbru~-y 27. ~t the Com:a<l Filto:1 in Chlcarro, ijlinois. The · 
As soc· ation rcpreocnts in 'ts mcmbcrdli:> over 300 coll~zen t:nd o/.Jvcrsitics en:;-ac- "'d · 
in the prep~~~ ·on of teachers for Amcrica•s schoola, inst'.tution~ which prep3Ie o' e;: 
ninety percent of each yeur' s 'supply of new te.xh.ers . I3eca.use ot'your i:lsizbts i!:!tq the 
value of teachers and cduc::ltlon L1 devclopL."tg a chm1~d society, both ere and abr· ... d. 
the Association would welcome your p1llticipation in the forthcoming mectin.;, vtillc i3 
bcinJ' developed &.round the gencrol theme ··Realignments for Teacher Education: 
Involvement, Interaction_ and Implementation. " 

• . . . - I 

The Friday nig:X meeting will bring together over .2500 ~ollcge tenchcrs ~~d 
administrators who have the day-to-day responsibility of currying out collc<:-;icte pro­
grmns of texher prepcro.tion. These men and wo:xnen, u'lrougb the .Aseociction, ate 
co-::tinually giving attention to efforts to improve th.:; qu:1lity of the education of American 
tecchcrs. T~chcrs for the P ... eal 1N o:rld, a recent publi~tion of AACTE, suggests a 
n~ thrust in the £pproach to the educm:io..1 of teachers for the d ' s-advantaged. A second 
pulillcc.tion, Tn~ Wo:rld and the .American Teacher, w~itten by Harold T2ylor and !)ub­
lished by the /l.ssoc'nticn. identifies the importonce of knowledge of \'JOrld cu!t'!lres in 
the cd'lX"' ··on of te<!chers. The Association feels that of rui persons in public ·"e today 
in this country, you could bring together tlli.s wide ra~rre of concern into a meaningful 
present:ltlon to our membership. With this letter I am enclosing copies of the two books 
I have referred to, which I feel confident you will find stimul:lting reading. 

T'ae Association is prepared to meet your travel and incidentcl expenses in 
connection with the trip to Chicago, plus au honorarium of $1500. We VJill. of cou~se. 

I ~ ~ ' IJ , ) \ 
' i ''( ,.,. '" . 

• 
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.... 
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The Honorcllle Hubert H. Humphrey -2- January 13, 1970 

I ' • • ~ _. ~~ • 

take care of m<lldnci appropriate hotel arrangements for you that would be convenient for your schedule . 
· 

I would hope that it would be possible for you to arrive b Chlcar;o on t!:c 27 • o.f Fc!Jruo.ry in su.W.c · ent time to have an op:Po:rtunity to join wit.~} a sr..:nll gYoup of tbe officers of the Association for dL'l.ner prior to the evenin.g program. which vr'.Jl get under w:J.y in the Intexn:ltional Ballroom at 8:00 P.M. The ~ ·ana of the dinner can certa.inly await your acceptance of this invitation and further p~. I would welcome the opportunity to come to St. Paul in advance of the meeting to tcl.k vJith you about the .A s~oci3tion and its work nnd to help you in undexstanding further the program anrl · interests of the organi~tion. I am confident that you would wish to have such insights so th<!t you could identify wi~'l your audience in a manner w lich is s-~h a r..all!na.rk o! your style . .As a foreru.-mcr to such a conversation, I am encloslng- a. tilird publica ·on entitled ,.Prosrcss and Prospects: the state of the Association, ·~ \7hich discusses the AACTE as an organization and its :role in the field of American educ~tion. I is inter­esting to note that N acalester Colle.:;;e was one of the first of the liberal a.t.""ts colleii;es in the United States to be identified nationally as an institution committed to the education of teachers. We have honored this rclationship,and we look forwa:rd to elcoming you to Chic::tgo not o:lly as a leader 1n American tilou31J.t, but also as one of the faculty of a member i.nstitution.. 
1 , \ 

I hope that you will be able to accept this invitetion, and ,I join my colleagues throughout the nation 1n looking forward to February Z7 and your address. 

·/ 

--
...... . ...- .. 

. . . 
~ . 

ECP..ml . / 
cc: V~s. U. A. Culver 

Bdwaxd C . Pomeroy 
Executive Secretr 

Dr. J. Lawrence Wall"'Up, President, AACTE I Enclosures 

.. 

.. 

• 
•. 

.. 
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

January 22, 1970 

Dear Mr . Pomeroy: 

Thank you for your letter of January 13, 1970 inviting 
me to speak at the general session of the American 
Association of Colleges Annual Meeting on Friday 
evening, February 27, in Chicago . 

I am delighted to accept this invitation. I have 
asked Ursula Culver of my staff to contact you 
concerning the details of my visit. You will be 
hearing from her shortly. 

Best wishes. 

Mr. Edward C. Pomeroy 
Executive Secretary 

Sincerely~ J.. 
~~-4 i[A:.rl!Y.-..:=v.Y 
- ~rt ~~/ph~ey 

American Association of Colleges 
for Teacher Education 

1 Dupont Circle 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

1510 H STREET. N . W . , WASH1NGTON. D. C. 20005 • 202 638·4508 

. . -. 
'· 



MEMORANDUM 

February 24, 1970 

TO llliH 

FROM CC 

SUBJECT: Attached speech 

This is written to serve a double purpose -- both 

the Association of Teachers Colleges and the Educational 

Research group speeches. I will release it only once in 

Washington, and would like to do so on Thursday for this 

Friday's Chicago delivery. As soon as I have your 

approval or changes -- I will go ahead with the 

stencil for the release. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

- .. 
• 



Chairman James G. O'Hara o f the 
Di'!C's Commi ss ion o n Rules empha­
sized at his group's seco nd public hea r­
irrg in Wa shin gton on July 26 tha t "a 
natio nal convention dare not be dull." 
But he ran into varying vic\~s frcm news 
media representJtives on how cont inu­
ing interes t in podium act ivi ties wou ld 
be mJintained. · 

The hearing was held to look into the 
logistics of 11l JSS media ccverage an d 
the efiect of the media on natio nal po­
l itical conventions. It il l,.o deal t w i th 
del ega te expenses incurred at nat io nal 
conventions. 

O 'H;ira emphasized that "it is no t o ur 
business to tell the news media how to 
cover our conventio ns and, in the same 
ve in, they also cannot be permi t ted to 
di c:atc how our proceedings are con­
ducted." 

Crd>J t Dillman, Chi ef of the Wash ing­
t(Jn Burea u of United Press Internationa l, 
c.:>ut ioned the commi ss ion against rec­
omnv.:> ndin g a reduction in floor passes 
fur ;(:•porters. Dillm an said "news of a 
national convention comes from three 
sources : delegat ion cau cuses, the cand i­
dates and th eir mJnzrge rs an d aides, an d 
the co ;1vcntion floor" it se lf. . . . to in­
hibit coverage of any one o f them 
would deny the pu!)lic an essentia l par t 
of the convention sto ry. " 

C85-TV news illan Roge r Mudd, Cha ir­
man of the Congress iona l Radio -Televi­
sion Co: n'spor,dents Gall ery; Marvin 
t\rrnwsmith, Chief of the Washington 
Bureau CJf the Associated Press, and 
\ 1Vi!liam McGaffi n, Ch icJgo Dai ly News 
reporte r 01 nd Chairm an of the Standing 
r=ommi itee of Corre~po nc.lents of the 
f-:uu se and Senate, all supported Dill ­
rn .3n's st<J temen t. 
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On the other hand, Sig i\\ickc lso n, 
v i ce-pre~ident o f Tirnc- Li fe Gru,ldCJs t­
in g, callc>d for a reduc tion o r e\en tota l 
elimination of repo rters irom the con­
,·cnii o n floo r if this is cJ ccmecJ neces ­
sJry for a rnore orcJe rly convention . 

NJ tio:J JI Co mmi ttccm<J n John Powers 
o f MJs5achusetts, a commi ss ion mem­
ber, ' ugges ted th,lt J specia l room be 
se t aside off the convention f loor fo r 
reporters to use fo r interviews . But 
med ia repre5cn tativcs claimed th is 

. "would sacrifice spon tan iety." 
Dr. Herbert Alexande r, Di rec to r of 

the Citi zens Resea rch Founda tion at 
Princeton University, sugges ted that 
ways be explored to he lp finance dele­
gates in order to assure more p.l rtic ipa ­
t'on by persons who are not aff luent. 
Two Commiss ion members, Rep resen ta­
tive Patsy r'v\ink (D-Hawai i) and Teddy 
O'Toole, endorsed Professo r A lexander's 
sugges t ions. 

'And Now for My Next Operation' 

Voter Registr<~ ti on is being highlighted 
by the Ohio Democratic Executive Com ­
m ittee as the "most urgent task" for the 
party in th e nex t few weeks. 

" The low le,·e l of registered Demo­
crats across the stJtc was the bigges t 
sin gle reaso n th Jt Ohio didn't carry fo r 
Hubert Humphrey and John Gilli ga n 8 1/2 
months ago, " the sl dte party's curren t 
news letter asserts. " Don ' t lose your city 
races by defilult. Get c\·e ry vo ter regis­
tered. After that, we can work to get 
them to the polls. But if they're no t 
eli girJ ie, they can't vote." · 

The newsl~tter's comments were 
keyed to this ye<n's approa cl,ing mu­
;licipal elections. Bu t in Ohio, as else­
where, regis tr.1tion will be the key to 
D cmocr,llic vic to ries ir·, stale Jnd na­
ti on<J I e l ectio n ~ as we ll. 

"i'\ame a registrJt ion ch,1irman in 
every preci11ct," the ne\\·slctter" adv ises. 
" t\ppoint a telephone chairm,1n in every 

EX[~CUTIVE COMMITTEE 
(from pago 1) 

confirmed a p roposa l rnade to the full 
DNC las t J,JJJUJry ·1-1 by forme r Treasure r 
Robe rt E. Short. The DNC at that time 
,1uthorized the Treasure r to nego t iate 
with representatives of th ose candidates 
and of Senator Eugene McCarthy an d to 
ac t su bject to approva l by the DNC 
Ch Jirman and Exec ut ive Commi ttee . 

O'Connor sai d tha t McCarthy de­
clined assistance becau se of activ it ies 
already under way by his f inancing ai des 
to repay his campa ign debts. 

O n motion o f J. 1'v\arsha ll Brown, 
Louisiana Nationa l Committeema n and 
Execu ti ve Committeema n from the 
Southern Regio n, a reso lution WJS ap­
proved for assumption o f the othe r 
debts. The reso luti o n noted tha t: 

~ " It is understood that the assump­
i ion o f these debts wii l no t set a prece­
c.len t obligating the Democr.1t ic Naiional 
Committee to assume the debts nf any 
future Presidentia l Candid,, te." 

o " This actio n is take>~ ·.vitl 1 the 
understand in g that Chairm;;n fred K. 
Harris and Actin g Treasure r Patrick J. 
O'Conno1· wi l i conc lude an arrangement 
sat isfactory to them with represen tatives 
of l luber t H. Humphrey, of Senato r 
Edward M . Kennedy, and o f Senato r 
George McGovern fo r spec i fic pa rt ici­
pation and ass ista nce in fund -raising ef­
forts and events sponso red by the Dem­
ocrat ic National Comm ittee." 

Such ass istance already has been p ro­
vi ded, w i th the promise o f extens ive 
additiona l aid in the future, the Act ing 
DN •= Treas ure r poi n ted out. 

p rec inct. Set up a door-to-door canvass 
of every home in the preci nct. Get the 
li st of reg iste red voters from yo ur Elec­
tion Board. Contact them to work o n 
th ei r block for a democratic vi ctory-­
spe ll ed Oemocra tic. . .. 

" Effective precinc t orga nization is the 
best way to build our party's effective­
ness. It 's the democratic way. Person-to­
person contact is the best way to build 
a party that represents people. it'~ the 
best way to get individuals involved as 
participants in their gove rnmen t. The 
Indepe ndents and the stay-Jt-homers 
au tomatica lly lose their voice and su r­
render their ri gh t to be hearcJ . . .. 

" You can rai se money for your may­
ora l and counci lm anic candi dates. Help 
them get acquain ted in your office o r 
shop . l lclp them get thL·ir l iterature 
printed ;lll d circulated. \\'o:·k to ge t 
them somf' valuable tim;; on radio a;,d 
television. Your effo; t counts ." 

DEMO MEMO 
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Vou.1:; Democrats of South D;~kota, holding thei r yearly three-day worksho p re­

ce~ :~y J.t Camp Lakot. ia on Lake Herman, S.D ., invi ted sen ior party officers to join 

ir~ , r; ,;:e activities . The photo above was t.1kcn follo wing a p.1n cl discuss ion of t ~1e 

''1-:o\\·, \V h<1 t, \ Vhen and Where of Politics." Shown, left to righ t, are the newly 

e!t•oc 1 St.•te Chai rman, George Blue, of Huron; the Young Dcmccrats' S!ate Presi­

( :U"l i, jim Guffey, owner of ihe Ham lin County Enterprise; the State Presiden t of 

!lw D~;:JOcrat ic Women 's Federat ion, Mrs . Albert Ohm ; the Nationa l Com mittee­

.-. o:n ;;n, Mrs. f'r<1n Wal~ncr, ar.c! NationJ l Commit!eeman William Doug 1erty. 

On jul y 19, Louisia na became the 
45th state from which witnesses pre­
sc ·lted le>timony to the DNC's Comm is­
sio ~l on f'arty Structure and Delegate 
Selection. 

With one more regional hearing 
sc h ~dul e d , tl1e Commission to elate has 
h<>arrl fiO'T' mo re th.:;n 400 pe~sons. 

Ti1c Commis,;ion Chairman, Senator 
Gcc.rge ,\.\ ::Govern of South !Jakota, has 
i>lcJi~..<'~ted th ,tt a prelimi11 ary repo rt \vii i 
L~e iss ued sometime this fall. 

,\l.cGovern, and the Commi ss ion's 
\'ice Chdirman , Senato1 Harold E. 
Hughes of Iowa, in a 1ecenl ".\1\eet The 
Fr?ocs" interview, agreed that there had 
been. in genera l, exce!1 2nt cooperatio n 
from the sta tes. 

In tlw grea t n~ajori \y of the stales. 
.\lcC.overn ~aid, the Commi ss ion had 
"the open and active cooperatio n of 
the Pa1ty lear!ership.'' 

1\ \eGo\ ern belie\·es that "substantial 
rr:ro:m'' in Party procedures can be 
rcJ ii;:ed. l-I P. stated tha t the Democratic 
Prtrt\ i1· the pa st has shown "at various 
cru:- izd times in i ts hi ;;to ry th:!t it had the 
c,lp.tcity to rdo rm itself." 

" l ~ndu th e stimulus'' of th e Comm is· 
sion, he s:~i d , nc,l rly 30 states and terri-
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tories have se t up parallel commissions 
to " try to improve the delegate se lec­
tion process and to open up" the Party 
structure to all who want to participate. 

llughes said that it is necess ary to 
have "a maximum participation Party" 
so that all who want to take part in 
the political process can do it. 

r qr"\ r"'J ~~(y-~ .'f"fi' ' . ·~·R 
lJ\..ivl. ~10LLuiJt. C I:J;}. 

Pennsylvania Democrats have targeted 
a 150,000 increase in the number of 
party registrants in the state by Septem­
ber 15. 

Announcing this drive, State Chai r­
man Thomas Z. Minehart called on 
Democratic workers to "knock on every 
door to .:ontact and regi ster potential 
Democrats." He noted that Democrat ic 
registrations in the s t.:~te presently trail 
Republican registrat ions by 61,858. 

The state party's newspape r, The · 
Pcr'insylvania Democrat , cMried a two­
p:>ge spread in its July issue, providing 
party workers the details of "6 Steps to 
a Success fu l Democratic Registration 
Drive." 

" Esti:11 ates by the Pennsylvania AFL­
CiO li st a state total of 2,232,479 poten­
ti ally eli :;ib lc vote rs who Me cu rre ntly 
unregiste>ecJ," the party paper sa id. 

Secretary of the Treasu1y Davi d Ken­
nedy had four clays' notice that a boost 
in the prime interest rate was pending 
and fa iled to take any action, Rep. 
Wright Patman (D-Tex.) reports . 

Patman,. Chairman of the Hou se Bank­
ing Committee, made public a lette r 
that stated th <l l Kennedy was not ified on 
june 5 that th e nation's banks inte1~dcd 
to rai se the 7 1h percen t interest rate 
to a record-breaking 8 1/2 percent. 

In an appearance before the House 
Banking Committee on june 19, Ken­
nedy gave no indication that he had 
known of the jump in the interest rate 
prio r to its enactmen t. 

" It is inconceivable," said Patm,1n, 

"that the Secretary of the Trea sury did 
not see fit to revea l this important piece 
of informat ion when h2 appearer! unde r 
oath on June 19." 

Patman added that "the Secretary's 
si lence on this point w;;s an obv ious 
effort to deceive." 

In his sta temen t, Patman revealed that 
the Antitrust Division of the Depa rtment 
of Ju stice is inves tigat ing "to determ ine 
whether the commercial banks engaged 
in some type of conspiracy to se t the 
prime rate." 

"It no\v appears," said Patma n "tha t 
the consp11 acy may w ei I lead right to the 
front door of the Treasury Department." 

The letter to Patman stated that an 
official of a New York bank notified the 
acti ng head of the Federal Rese rve 
Board on june 4 that it migh t "be ;leces­
sary to raise the prime rate" from 71h 
to B'h percent. t\ccorcling to the letter, 
Kennedy was given this information on 
the same day. 

PJtman has urged a rol lback of the 
prime interest rate. 

DE.'v\0 MH0.0 

july 28, ·1969, Vol. 1, ~~o . 10 
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State Cf7airmen, 
,DJV(C to /Je,?Jt 

Something new has been added in 
meetings of the DNC's Executive Com­
mittee o n August 1 and of State Chair­
men, Vice Chairmen and Executive Di­
r<: c:ors on Septembe r 17. 

The full Democratic National Com ­
mrttcc will meet on September 18 and 
19. 

All oi the meetings are in Washing­
ton. 

The 12-member Executive Commi t­
tee's session breaks precedent in being 
held so far in advance of a full DNC 
meeting. In the past, Executive Commi t­
tee sessions aln1ost invariably have taken 
place on th e morning of full DNC meet­
ings rather than on an advance date. 

The meeting of state pi!rly leaJers on 
Septr.:r1ber 17 wi ll proceed the next day 
imo joint meetings with the DNC, thus 
breaking new ground in l ine wi th pro­
posals put forward by a numiJer of party 
oii: cia ls and carrying wide >upport. 

Chai rm an Fred R. Harris, in ann ounc­
ing the meetings, said he hoped the 
planning innov;::tions would " strengthen 
and enhance leadership participation in 
th~ Party's activities." 

The Executive Committee's tentative 
agenda includeJ a report from Aciing 
Trca>urer Patrick J. O'Connor on DNC 
budge tary and fund -rais in g activities; re­
ports from Senator George McGovern 
,·1nd Congressman j ames G. O'Hara on 
act:vities of the two commi ss ions they 
head; reports from prin;::ipal DNC staff 
members on current programs and 
future plans, and considerat ion of an 
;,gencla for the Septembe r DNC meeting. 

'l-1 Leader.si ;ip Crisis' 
"There is no lo !1 :;er any question 

that the Adm ir: ist r<: t ion lll !t!c:1ard M. 
Nixon, now entering its sixt h month 
of i .K umb ency, is be'iet \'' i1h ,: leader­
ship crisis o f c!i :; tu r1) ing propo rt! o:1 s. 
The crisis th , eate n ~ incrcasint; y ~o 

:1ii but para l yze pos ! < i v~; act ion on the 
host of nn jor n,o:!onal !i;cb ems ihat 
prc~s in on the '.. 'hi ~ e Hou:;e f.-on ai l 

t: • .rlcrs."--Ncv, 5\'.'eek, ju ly 1·1, '/ 9(,9 
( s ~c p ~gc 3) 

' ~ -z: rreecc~1 co ~-~n ~·co v o·u· ~: , 
t:"u~ <2~ s ~/ ?' ~:~ o u~ c cs; u· ~n c1 r n (2) ©J 
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Clark Robbin s 

Ta...., k Force r../le1nbers 
Ramsey Clark, Chairma n 
Mildred Robbins, Vice Chairman 
State Representative Hanna h Atki ns, 

Ok lahoma City 
H. S. Hank Brown, Texas AFL-CIO 

Presiden t 
,\\ary Lou Burg, Democratic National 

Committeewoman, VVisconsin 
Hazel Talley Evans, Democrat ic 

NJtionai Committeewoman, Florida 
Lloyd Graham, Democratic Nationa l 

Committeeman, \Vashington 
United States Senator Dani .:: l !nouye, 

Hawaii 
i\·lil d red Jeffrey, Democratic National 

Committeewoma n, Michiga n 
Professor Doris Kearns, Harva rd 
). C. Kenn edy, Democratic Sta te 

Chairman, Oklahoma 
). R. Miller, Democratic State 

Chairman, Kentucky 
Clarence Mitchell, jr., Baltimore, 

Maryland 
U. S. Rep res entative john !\ l oss, 

Ca li forn ia 
Richard Neustadt, Jr., Graduate 

Student, Harvard 
Rudy Ortiz, Democratic County 

Chairman, Berna lillo County,~~­
Mex. 

Professo r Ne lson Polsby, University 
,of California, Berkeley 

U. S. Representative Louis Stokes, 
Ohio 

M arjori e Thurman , Democrat ic 
Nati onal Committeewoman, 
Georgia 

). D. Willi ams, Washington, D. C. 
;\ttorney 

~~oti01g that some 48 million people­
over 40 percent of the country' s eli gib le 
vo ters- did not vote in the 19Ul pre~i ­

dential election, Nationa l Chairman Fred 
R. Harris has appointed a blue ribbon 
"Freedom to Vote" Task Force to stu dy 
methods to increase voter part icipation. 

Th e task force will be headed by 
former Attorney General R:~mscy Clark. 
,\\ild red Robbins, former president of 
the Nationa l Counci l of Women wi ll 
serve as vice cha irman. 

Harris sai d the "distressi11 gly !ow" 
turnout in 1968 was not necess' r;! y l he 
faulr of those "who did no t----o r ro11l d 
not- exercise their ri ght Ill V(l 1e." 

"High mobility and c.Jni :nu•.: ci urban­
i7ation have made it incrca sin r. lr difficu lt 
for voters to regi ster," the Chairman :;a id. 

Harris said that "the low percentage 
of voters in 1968 goes beyond questions 
of racia l discriminJtion in most areas of 
the nation , and the problem involves 
whites as we ll as blacks." 

The "Freedom to Vote" ta sk force 
will seJ rch for w ays to "remove all re­
maining harriers to voter regi stration," 
Harr is sa id. 

"Presen t regi str,u ioP l a w~ make it 
seem we want to ci ;;cC>~:rJge voting 
rather than encourage it, " he declared. 

Harris said the task force would su r­
vey many areas, includ ing: 

- studies toward liberalizing pre~ent 

state regi:.tra ti on i.:.ws, as we ll as 
recommend ations for more P.ffect ive 
registration c.1mpaigns under ex ist­
ing sta te laws. 

-stuclie~ of possi!)le federJ I leg is­
latio n to 1)rovide automatic reg is­
tration for those otherwise el igi ble 
to vote in fed eral elections w hen 
the voter performs some o ther 
officia l Jet >uch as securing a soc ial 
security number. 

- lowering o f the voting age to 18, 
which, 1-i,mis po inted out, the 
Democratic Platform stron gly sup­
ports. 

--con tinu ed stud ies of racial harrie rs 
to voti ng. 
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Thi s year a handful of school dist ricts around the country are 

cont racting with private fi rms to teach reading to students who are 

se rio us ly be low grade level. 

The contracts provide th at these firms will not be paid unless there 

is demonstrated improvement in the s ~' ill level of the individual 

student. .... no ticl<ee ; no washee. 

In otl1er words , the technical know-how of American industry is 

finally being put to work on behalf of our least able students, and 

those who seem unable to respond to more conventiona l class room 

instruction. 

These are important new developments on our educational hori zon , 

and they hold much promise for the fu ture. But they are by no means 

the only new developments ancl they must be viewed in the context of 

ou r total kno·vVIedge of this bus iness of informin g the young . 

.. ... 
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I n'ert on °age fi---at ter paragraoh r: __ _ 

In our concern for th e moHJation of ou· c.tudent', let U' remembe 

that teachers al'o need motivation. flfo c: t of YO'J are fa milia : 

with the recu lt c: of the California w~periment in which teache v(' 

were deli bera tely given tal-e I Q data on a control grouo 0f 'tudent•. 

At the end of the experimental oeriorl, th'1'e rtudentr wh0 ~~~ere 

falsely reported to have higl1 IQs tested substan ti ally higher than 

students of the sa1i1e intelligence v:hose I Q's were accurate ly 

reported to teachers. 

Thus it is clear that teacher expectation plays an important role 

in student achievement. 

There is another-- and promising-- new entry in the field of 

educationa l motivation -- the profit· motive. 
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